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ABSTRACT

Through a comparison between Catalan and Basque nationalism, this thesis describes two
patterns of nationalism: inclusive and exclusive, cohesive and fragmented. These are
related to the core values of national identity chosen by nationalist elites.

However, this choice cannot be arbitrary, but is based on pre-existing cultural material. As
language is the key value of most European nationalisms, the degree of language maintenance
has a direct influence on the patterns of nationalist mobilization.

These two patterns are tested against the different attitudes towards immigrants: early
Basque nationalism was isolationist and exclusive, early Catalan nationalism was more
integrationist and inclusive. However, during Francoism, Basque nationalism changed its
focus from race/religion to language and action, although nationalists never agreed on which
one of these was crucial. The result was a more inclusive form of nationalism.

Finally, the thesis relates the two models to the rise and spread of political violence. It is
“argued that ideological infighting and fragmented constituencies are potentially more
conducive to violent forms of nationalism. In turn, such ideological frictions are related to

cultural discontinuities, including partial assimilation into the dominant culture.

However, for this violent potential to fully emerge, there must intervene a second variable,
namely state repression. It is argued that the effects of state repression have been different in
the two cases: in Catalonia, it encouraged people to mobilize around language and related
cultural endeavours; in the Basque Country it provided a powerful catalyst for further violent

confrontation and for the 'militarization’ of nationalism.
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NOTE TO MAPS

Map 1 shows the present administrative division of the Spanish state into Autonomous
Communities. Map 2 specifies which are the three historical nations which share with the
Castilians the multinational character of the Spanish state. By comparing these two maps, we
can see that the historical territories claimed by Basque and Catalan nationalists do not fully
correspond to those of their autonomous communities. For instance, all Basque nationalists
claim Navarre as an integral part of Euskadi, and most of them are also willing to include the
French Basque provinces. There is less unanimity concerning possible Pan-Catalanist claims,
as mainstream nationalists have refused to get involved in territorial disputes with other
Autonomous Communities. As in other nationalist movements, a certain ambiguity over the
precise borders of the pation appears unavoidable, even necessary.

Map 3 shows the present diffusion of the languages of the three historical nationalities. The
map also shows the supplementary indication of three other regional languages which do not
have official status (aranese, bable, and fabla aragonesa. See chapter 6).

Map 4: Catalan nationalists consider Catalonia as only one of the Catalan regions, referring -
occasionally to it as the Principat. This is divided into four provinces (Barcelona, Girona,
Lleida and Tarragona). The other regions, as defined by the spread of Catalan, are: the
Valencian Country (Alacant, Valencia, Castell6), the Balearic Islands (Mallorca, Menorca and
Ibiza= Eivissa), a small fringe of southern Aragon; outside Spain, we can find Roussillon in
France, the Principality of Andorra, and the town of L'Alguer in Sardinia, Italy.! These are
called Catalan Countries (Paisos Catalans), with more than 10 million inhabitants, over 7
million of whom are Catalan-speakers.2

Map 5: Basque nationalists define Euskadi (the Basque Country) as composed of seven

provinces: in Spain there are Alava (Araba), Vizcaya (Bizkaia), Guiptzcoa (Gipuzkoa),

1 Catalan language has no equal status throughout its territory. In the Principat it enjoys a
relatively high prestige, in competition with Castilian. In other Catalan-speaking territories,
especially in Valencia, it is instead considered a stigmatized variety and associated with
peasants and left-wing intellectuals. For several reasons, this situation is a mobile one, and
Catalan is making decisive inroads into new domains and, to a lesser degree, is also spreading
in the other Catalan-speaking regions. In Valencia, the second city in the Catalan Countries and a
traditional rival of Barcelona, regionalist feelings are strong.

2 The comparison between the 1986 Censuses for the three main regions (Catalonia, the
Valencian Country and the Balearic Islands) puts the number of people able to understand
Catalan at eight and an half million (8.623.202) (the Balearic Islands and Valencian Country
censuses only included items on 'passive competence', i.e., the ability to understand Catalan).
The distribution of Catalan "understanders” is as follows: 5.287.200 in Catalonia (Principat),
2.775.007 in the Valencian region, and 560.995 in the Balearic islands. No reliable data is
available concerning the other Catalan-speaking areas. See Avui, 21 april 1988, pp. 1-3.
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which form the Autonomous Community of Euskadi (established in 1980), and Navarre
(Nafarroa), which forms a separate autonomous community (Comunidad Foral de
Navarra); the remaining three provinces are in France: Labourd (Lapurdi), Soule (Zuberoa)
and Basse Navarre (Baxanabarra or Low Navarre). Basque nationalists call the former area
Euskadi Sur (Hegoaldea) and the latter Euskadi Norte (Iparralde). Euskadi Sur includes
85% of the Basque land mass, more than half of which lies in Navarre. There is a more
'neutral’ term to define the same area, Euskal-Herria, which is partially devoid of nationalist
connotations.3

The focus of this thesis is limited exclusively to the Spanish side of both ethno-regions. In
Euskadi, we shall consider all the four provinces with particular attention to Vizcaya and
Guipiizcoa, while for the Catalan case we shall concentrate only on Catalonia-Principat, the

historical heartland of Catalanism, omitting all other Catalan-speaking areas.

STATISTICAL DATA

With its 6,077,000 inhabitants (1988 data), corresponding to 15.9% of the Spanish |
population, Catalonia occupies 31.932 kmq, corresponding to §,.3% of the Spanish state
surface.4

In Euskadi (map 5), 2.3 million people (over 90%) live on the Spanish side, 200,000 on
the French side. This makes up for an aggregate area of 20,600 kmg and over 2,5 millions
inhabitants. Euskadi Sur (including Navarre), which is the only focus of my thesis, occupies
17,600 kmgq, about 3.5% of the Spanish territory. Its_inhabitants amount to 7% of the
Spanish population.

3 On the use of this term, as opposed to Euskadi, see chapter 3, p. 97, particularly note
151.

4 See Xifres de Catalunya 1988/89. Barcelona: Generalitat/ CIDC
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