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Abstract
The Tudor bodyguard known as the Yeomen of the Guard has been viewed generally
as a ceremonial body used to add splendour to the royal court. This thesis shows that, while
the Guard's ceremonial role was of special importance, the corps was of greater significance
than this function would suggest. The corps was a true bodyguard, in constant attendance
upon the sovereign throughout the two reigns described. One of Henry VII's first acts as king
was to institute a personal bodyguard which also provided him with an impressive retinue,
arrayed in richly embellished jackets of his livery and forming part of the royal affinity. Like
other members of the affinity, the yeomen were appointed to crown offices in the provinces,
safeguarding the king's interests, collecting his revenues and upholding the law.

They

reported on local situations and brought news of events at court to the provinces, thus
supplying a means of communication between central and local government.
The origins, foundation and constitution of the Guard are traced, as far as the absence
of any foundation documents will allow. Methods of recruitment are described, together with
the remuneration, rewards and other benefits received by the yeomen.

The Guard's

complement did not remain static and by using evidence contained in royal accounts its size
has been indicated more accurately than previously known. The duties and functions of the
Guard were more varied than has been supposed, both within and outside the court, and
included military and naval service, at home and abroad. Some of the yeomen also formed
part of a peace-keeping force in the garrison at Toumai in 1513-19.
The thesis ends with a description of individuals in the Guard, showing their family
and social background, private occupations and offices held, as well as their geographical
spread throughout the country.

Table of Contents
List of A bbreviations................................................................................................................ vii
Introduction................................................................................................................................ 1
1. Foundation of the G uard.................................................................................................. 10
Origins: Early Opinions.................................................................................................. 10
The Guard's foundation and constitution.................................................................... 14
Sources of recruitment to the G uard............................................................................ 17
Yeomen of the Guard, Crown and Chamber.............................................................. 19
Conclusion........................................................................................................................ 24
2. Remuneration and Development of the G u ard .......................................................... 25
Remuneration..................................................................................................................
(a) Wages..................................................................................................................
(b) Fee of the crown................................................................................................
(c) Other fees............................................................................................................
(d) Annuities and corrodies..................................................................................
Other rewards and privileges........................................................................................
The Guard's com plem ent..............................................................................................

25
25
28
28
29
30
34

Reforms of 1490's to 1515................................................................................................ 37
Reforms of 1519................................................................................................................ 38
Reforms of 1526................................................................................................................
Reforms of 1539/40 ........................................................................................................
Later changes....................................................................................................................
Officers of the G uard......................................................................................................
Conclusion........................................................................................................................

39
44
45
46
49

3. Functions and Livery of the G u a r d .............................................................................. 50
Conditions of service...................................................................................................... 50
Duties at court.................................................................................................................. 51
Duties outside the court.................................................................................................. 54
Duties at royal events...................................................................................................... 56
Special o ffic e s.................................................................................................................. 58
Livery................................................................................................................................ 59
Ceremonial e v e n ts .......................................................................................................... 69
Conclusion........................................................................................................................ 74
4. The Guard’s Involvement in Naval and Military A ctivity...................................... 75
Background to methods of enlistment to the royal army.......................................... 75
The Guard's military obligations.................................................................................. 77
Special responsibilities.................................................................................................... 78
General naval activities and offices held...................................................................... 81
Preparing for campaigns................................................................................................ 83
Military training.............................................................................................................. 84
Payments to the Guard on active service.................................................................... 86
Naval activity under Henry V II.................................................................................... 86
Early Tudor com bats...................................................................................................... 87

iii

Military activity under Henry V II................................................................................ 88
Rewards and forfeitures................................................................................................ 89
Naval activity under Henry V III.................................................................................. 90
Military activity under Henry VIII................................................................................ 92
Garrison d u ties................................................................................................................ 96
(a) C alais.................................................................................................................. 96
(b)Touma i .............................................................................................................. 96
Possible disaffection in the Guard................................................................................ 99
Conclusion....................................................................................................................... 100
5. The Role of the Guard in the Localities.......................................................................

101

Bastard feudal society and the royal affinity.............................................................. 101
The hierarchy of local governm ent............................................................................. 102
Appointment of yeomen to county offices: fees and other benefits........................ 104
Offices granted in survivorship and reversion............................................................ 109
Contemporary conduct in securing offices.................................................................. 110
Service on commissions................................................................................................. 112
Activities of office holders............................................................................................. 113
Problems encountered by office holders and commissioners.................................. 115
Complaints levelled against individual yeom en........................................................ 118
The use of yeomen in county administration.............................................................. 119
Conclusion....................................................................................................................... 121
6. Family and Social Status of Members of the G u a r d ................................................ 122
Recruitment by special recommendation.................................................................... 122
Status of royal servants.................................................................................................
Diversity of information on yeomen's backgrounds and careers............................
The yeomen as business men and property ow ners..................................................
Financial standing of the y e o m e n ...............................................................................

123
124
125
128

The family backgrounds of the y eo m en .....................................................................
Public service and the importance of status...............................................................
Personal petitions and law su its...................................................................................
The Guard as seen by others.........................................................................................

131
132
133
138

Geographical distribution of the yeom en.................................................................... 140
Memorials to individual yeom en................................................................................. 142
Conclusion.......................................................................................
7. C onclusions......................................................................................................................... 144
Appendices
A. Livery o f black cloth for Henry VII's funeral.................................................... 149
B. Henry VII's Yeomen of the Guard, Crown and Cham ber.............................. 152
C. Oath o f allegiance...................................................................................................... 158
D. Yeomen appointed to County O ffices.................................................................. 159
E. Yeomen of the Guard by C o u n ty .......................................................................... 172
F. Biographical N o te s .................................................................................................... 182
Bibliography............................................................................................................................. 276

iv

143

List of Tables
1. Yeomen of the Guard named in grants during first year of Henry VII's R e ig n

15

2. Wardrobe accounts showing the number of yeomen ushers and yeomen of the Chamber
entitled to receive livery of cloth for watching clothing................................................ 20
3. Yeomen of the crown in receipt of the crown fee in Henry VII's R eign...................... 21
4. Henry VII's yeomen of the crown in receipt of the crown fee who are listed as yeomen
of the C ham ber.................................................................................................................... 22
5. Numbers of yeomen ushers and yeomen of the Chamber, 1496-1546 ........................ 41
6. Yeomen of the Guard at Toumai who signed the letter of protest to Wolsey and the
C ouncil.................................................................................................................................. 99
7. Showing differing rates for certain yeomen on two assessment lists for the subsidy in
the royal h o u se h o ld .......................................................................................................... 130

List of Illustrations
1. Henry V II................................................................................................................................ ix
2. Soldier of the French king's Scots bodyguard during Francis I's r e ig n ..................... 13
3. Earliest known representation of yeomen of the Guard............................................... 60
4. Map of England and Wales, showing counties of origin or residence of stated number
of yeomen of the Guard.................................................................................................... 141

v

Preface
The preparation of this thesis has been a long and arduous task, since it was necessarily
undertaken on a part-time basis, and it is entirely my own work. It would not have been
started without the initial assistance of Miss Margaret Dixon, who allowed me space in her
home in London for several years, enabling me to get the research under w ay The choice of
topic originated from an incident many years previously, when m y father handed to me a
copy of Sir Reginald HennelTs book which had belonged to his father, G. J. F. Hewerdine. This
thesis may be seen as a form of tribute to the grandfather I never knew, a member of the
illustrious royal bodyguard whose origins I set out to discover.
Many people have shown an interest in my research, and I gratefully acknowledge in the
text the references to documents and publications which they provided. Thanks are due to Dr.
David Starkey, who supervised my work throughout, and to Professor John Gillingham, who
gave practical advice in the later stages. It is a pleasure to record my thanks, for comments on
papers read in early form, to members of the Tudor and Stuart seminar at the Institute of
Historical Research, and to members of the Late Medieval and Early Modem Students' Group

/Mebk^a^jy’

ThMFf

inctr

'at the London School of Economics.

I am particularly grateful to Dr. Shelagh Mitchell, a

member of both these seminar groups, for her friendly help and support over the past seven
years. My special thanks go to Dr. Andrew Thrush for his interest, advice and practical help.
The encouragement of Mrs. Jean Tsushima and Miss Frances Devereux has also sustained me
over the years.

I gladly acknowledge the assistance given by the staff at the various

institutions I have visited, especially the librarians at the Institute of Historical Research. I am
particularly indebted to Dr. Ian van Breda for producing the final copy of my thesis on his
Macintosh computer, and am grateful to Mr. R. H. Tucker for processing my Amstrad discs to
make the transition possible. Finally, I thank my twin sister, Celia Hewerdine, for her support
in various ways during the long years of my endeavours.

List of Abbreviations
Ant. Rep.
Bacon
BIHR
BL
CA

The Antiquarian Repertory
J. Spedding, R. L. Ellis and D. D. Heath, eds., The Literary and
Professional Works of Francis Bacon
Bulletin of the Institute of Historical Research
British Library

CCR

College of Arms
Calendar of the Close Rolls

CIPM
CPR

Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem
Calendar of the Patent Rolls

CPR Yorkist

Calendar of the Patent Rolls, Edward IV, Edward V and Richard III
1476-1485

DKR

Reports of the Deputy Keeper of the Public Records

DNB
ed.
EETS
EHR

Dictionary of National Biography
Editor

HMC
HO

LP

Early English Text Society
English Historical Review
Royal Commission on Historical Manuscripts
A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government of the
Royal Household Made in Divers Reigns from King Edward III to King
William and Queen Mary
Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII,
1509-1547

Ms.
NS
PCC

Manuscript
New series
Prerogative Court of Canterbury

PPE Henry VIII
PRO
Rot. Pari.
RS
transl.
VCH

Privy Purse Expences of Henry VIII
Public Record Office
Rotuli Parliamentorum
The Royal Society
Translator
Victoria History of the Counties of England

WAM
WCA

Westminster Abbey Muniments
Westminster City Archives

Manuscripts cited without location are in the Public Record Office, and those prefixed BL are
in the British Library. In transcriptions from manuscripts the spelling has been modernized,
abbreviations have been expanded, and modem punctuation and capitalization adopted
throughout. Names of individuals and places have also been modernized as far as possible.
The figures following citations of LP refer, unless otherwise stated, to numbers of documents.
Where the original document cited in LP has been used, the reference to the manuscript is
given first, followed by the LP reference. Unless otherwise stated, the place of publication of
printed sources was London.

Full references to printed works will be found in the

Bibliography.

Archives visited in connection with the research: Public Record Office
British Library
College of Arms
Guildhall Library
East Sussex Record Office
Sussex Archaeological Society
Westminster City Archives
Westminster Abbey Muniments
The Royal Society
Yeomen of the G uardi headquarters, St. James's Palace

bj

Illustration 1. H enry VII
From a p o rtra it at the Society of A ntiquaries, London.

ix

Introduction
From ancient times kings and other rulers used bodyguards to protect them from their
enemies, particularly in wartime. In England, succeeding monarchs took what measures they
considered necessary for their own security, and the duty of guarding the king was often
attached to more than one group of royal servants.

Although all members of the royal

household had an obligation to ensure die safety of the sovereign, and to serve in the royal
army when required, by the thirteenth century three groups of royal servants shared the specific
duty of guarding the monarch:- the sergeants at arms, the king's foot archers and the esquires
of the household.1 Royal protection was raised to an unprecedented level towards the end of
the fourteenth century, when Richard II added substantially to the forces guarding him,
recruiting an extra bodyguard of over 300 archers from Cheshire, with a further reserve of
another 300 archers.2 But these did not endure beyond the reign.
By the late fifteenth century the esquires of the household had diminished,3 so that the
duty of guarding the king was shared by the sergeants at arms and the king's foot archers,
both groups being based permanently at court. A household ordinance of 1318 had stated that
the number of sergeants at arms should not exceed 30, of whom four were to sleep outside the
king's chamber at night while the rest were to sleep in the hall, and when the king travelled all
of them were to ride before him.4 In Edward Hi's time the number varied between 16 and 22.5
According to Edward IV's household ordinances of about 1471, known as the Black Book, the
complement of sergeants at arms was set at four, of whom two were always to attend upon the
king's person and his Chamber.6 The 1318 ordinance shows a complement of 24 foot archers,
but in practice this varied in number from 16 to 44,7 and in the Black Book the successors to the
king's foot archers are shown as the 24 yeomen of the crown, who were to be girded with their
swords or other weapons when they were on watch at night.8 The numbers specified for both
the sergeants at arms and the yeomen of the crown were known also to have been exceeded in
1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.
7.
8.

C. Given-Wilson, The Royal Household and the King's Affinity. Service, Politics and Finance in England
1360-1413 (New Haven and London, 1986), p.22.
Ibid., pp. 54 and 223.
A. R. Myers, The Household of Edward IV. The Black Book and the Ordinance of 1478 (Manchester, 1959),
p.127.
Given-Wilson, p.54 and pp.21-2, citing M. C. Prestwich, War, Politics and Finance under Edward I (1972),
p.48, and T. F. Tout, The Place of the Reign of Edward II in English History (second edition by H. Johnstone,
1936), pp .253-4.
Ibid., p.22.
Myers, p.131.
Given-Wilson, p.22.
Myers, p.117.

Edward IV's time and later.

Richard Hi's known household included 138 yeomen of the

crown, who apparently "had not entirely lost their protective function7.1 Possibly these formed
the guard with Richard III at Bosworth, mentioned by Polydore Vergil.2 At the time of Henry
Tudor's victory on 22 August 1485, therefore, the sergeants at arms and the yeomen of the
crown represented the survivors of the ancient royal bodyguards.
Although several writers have published a general history of the royal bodyguard of the
yeomen of the Guard, the corps has not previously attracted the serious attention of historians.
This may be partly due to the assumption that the Guard was merely a ceremonial body, used
to enhance the splendour of the Tudor court. While this was indeed a very important role of
the Guard, it was by no means the only one.
The bodyguard is mentioned briefly in Polydore Vergil's Anglica Historia,3 written early in
the sixteenth century, and in Robert Fabian's The New Chronicles of England and France.4
Edward Hall's Chronicle, published in 1547,5 includes several references to the Guard and to
individual members.

Later authors to mention the Guard included Francis Bacon, in his

History of the Reign of King Henry the Seventh, completed in 1622.6 But the first writer to attempt
a description of the Guard's history was Samuel Pegge, a royal servant whose narration was
included in his Curialia,7 first published in 1782. Although Pegge, like those after him, could
find few particulars for Henry VII's time, he mentioned the likelihood that the bodyguard was
modelled on that of the French king, which both Vergil and Hall had previously suggested.
Pegge also referred to the use of the Guard as a military force in Henry VIII's French
campaigns of 1513 and 1544, citing Rymer's Foedera as his source. The first author to produce a
book entirely devoted to the subject of the Guard's history was Thomas Smith, whose work
was published in 1852.8 In the preface the author stated that the work was abridged from
Pegge's Curialia and other sources, including the records of the Guard. A more substantial
history, published in 1904 in a limited edition, was written by Sir Reginald Hennell,9 who held

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

R. Horrox, Richard III. A Study of Service (Cambridge, 1989), pp. 232 and 246.
Sir Henry Ellis, ed., Three Books of Polydore Vergil's English History, comprising the reigns of Henry VI,
Edward IV and Richard III, Camden Society, 29 (1844), [hereafter Ellis], p.220.
Denys Hay, ed. and transl., The Anglica Historia of Polydore Vergil 1485-1537, Camden Society, 74 (1950)
[hereafter Vergil], p.7.
R. Fabian, The New Chronicles of England and France. Reprinted from Pynson's 1516 edition with a
biographical and literary preface and an index by Henry Ellis (1811).
Edward Hall's Chronicle, ed. H. Ellis (1809 edition) [hereafter Hall], p.425.
J. Spedding, R. L. Ellis and D. D. Heath, eds., The Literary and Professional Works of Francis Bacon, 6 vols.
(1857-8), vi, Literary Works, i [hereafter Bacon], p.35.
S. Pegge, Curialia, or an Historical Account of Some Branches of the Royal Household (1782; 1791 edition).
T. Smith, Some Account of the Royal Body-Guard entitled the ancient corps of the Yeomen of the Guard,
instituted 1485. With a brief notice of the Warders of the Tower (1852).
Sir Reginald Hennell, The History of the King's Body Guard of the Yeomen of the Guard (1904).

office as lieutenant of the Guard at the time.

This incorporated material from Thomas

Preston's The Yeomen of the Guard: their history from 1485 to 1885. And a concise account of the
Tower Warders, published in 1885 and 1887. The inclusion of the Tower Warders in the books
by Smith and Preston indicates a close relationship between these two bodies. As this thesis
will show, the yeomen on duty at the Tower of London formed a distinct and separate unit
from the royal bodyguard, being based permanently in the Tower. The personnel, however,
consisted of former yeomen of the Guard or other royal servants who had served in the
Chamber of the king or queen.
Hennell made use of far more manuscript sources than the previous authors, but he too
referred to the difficulty experienced in his attempts to find information on the foundation and
early history of the Guard. No records of the earliest years of the Guard's existence were to be
found at its headquarters in St. James's Palace, and Hennell assumed that they had been
destroyed in a fire which damaged the palace in January 1809. Pegge, Smith and Hennell used
as their main source for the earliest years Francis Bacon's History of the Reign of King Henry the
Seventh, and cited the works of Polydore Vergil and Edward Hall. In more recent years, Sir
Julian Paget's The Yeomen cf the Guard, giving a general and updated account of the Guard to
commemorate its quincentenary, was published in 1984.
Apart from these general accounts of the royal bodyguard, one substantial article by C. R.
Beard appeared in The Archaeological Journal in 1925, on the clothing and arming of the Guard.1
Beard severely criticised some of the information given by Hennell, who did indeed make
inaccurate statements and misinformed judgments, despite his stated intention to include in his
book only the evidence which could be authenticated.

This is particularly noticeable in

Hennell's speculative descriptions of the livery worn by the Guard in the reign of its founder,
Henry VII. He assumed, incorrectly, that from the start the yeomen had been clad in a shade
of red and that the monogram of the reigning monarch had been displayed on their jackets.
The list of captains of the Guard which Hennell includes is also flawed. For example, although
he correctly shows the first four captains in the text, he follows Thomas Preston in including
John de Vere, earl of Oxford, Sir Richard Guildford and Sir John Gage on the list of captains.
There is no evidence at all that any of these ever served in the office, although Gage became
vice-chamberlain.
Nevertheless, Hennell was a professional soldier, not a trained historian.

Some

distinguished modem historians, moreover, have also made inaccurate and sweeping
1.

C. R. Beard, T he Clothing and Arming of the Yeomen of the Guard from 1485 to 1685', The
Archaeological Journal, 82 (1925) and 32 (1928), 91-148.

statements about the Guard. Both G. R. Elton and J. D. Mackie seem to have been unaware
that the Guard was an active bodyguard which protected the king wherever he went, including
the battle-field. In his England under the Tudors, Elton remarked that the Guard 'was never
more than a ceremonial body useful in adding dignity to the royal person and in policing the
court';1 while Mackie in The Earlier Tudors 1485-1558, referring to Henry VII's Guard, declared
that "There is no record of their having taken part in the warfare of the reign'.2 Both writers
also made misleading statements on the colour of the Guard's apparel in Henry VII's time.
Elton referred to the 'red-coated' Guard,3 while Mackie repeated a suggestion that the 'scarlet
of their uniforms symbolized the dragon of Cadwaladr'.4 It may be partially due to these
comments that the Tudor bodyguard has been overlooked as an institution worthy of serious
study.
The reason for the somewhat dismissive statements on the yeomen of the Guard may
stem partly from Bacon's assertion that Henry VII himself emphasized the Guard's ceremonial
role,5 and partly from certain references made by foreign diplomats visiting the English court
during Henry VIII's reign. Their dispatches, published in 1854 in Rawdon Brown's Four Years
at the Court of King Henry VIII, referred to the impressive appearance of the king's Guard lining
tiie approaches to the presence of the monarch.6 In the absence of any other readily accessible
material about the royal bodyguard, this particular role as a ceremonial corps was widely
regarded as its sole function.

More precise information on the Guard was obtainable if

specifically sought, however, from the printed sources already noted, and from the Letters and
Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII, 1509-15477 In addition, the presence of
the Guard accompanying Henry VUI as he set off for war with France is noted by Hall for the
1513 campaign8 and by Rymer for the action of 1544.9 A suggestion of a military role is
contained in a Venetian diplomatic report of 1498, printed by the Camden Society in 1847, in
which fiie members of Henry VII's bodyguard were described as 'soldier courtiers'.10
G. R. Elton, England under the Tudors (1955; 1963 edition), p.42.
J. D. Mackie, The Earlier Tudors 1485-1558 (Oxford, 1952), p.208.
Elton, p.43.
Mackie, p.208.
Bacon, p.35.
Rawdon L. Brown, ed. and transl., Four Years at the court of King Henry VIII; Selection of Despatches
written by the Venetian Ambassador, Sebastian Giustinian, 2 vols. (1854) [hereafter Rawdon Brown], pp. 78
and 85.
7. J. S. Brewer, J. Gairdner and R. H. Brodie, eds., Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of
Henry VIII, 1509-1547,21 vols. and Appendix (1862-1932) [hereafter LP].
8. Hall, p.539.
9. T. Rymer, ed., Foedera, Conventiones, Litterae ... et Acta Publica, third edition, 10 vols. (The Hague,
1739-45), xv, 52.
10. C. A. Sneyd, ed. and transl., A Relation, or rather a true Account of the Island of England ... about the year
1500, Camden Society, 37 (1847) [hereafter Sneyd], p.47.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Nevertheless, one modem historian, C. G. Cruickshank, was well aware of the Guard's military
role, including some information in his books on Henry Vffl's campaign of 1513.1
The chief reason why no previous historian has attempted to write a history of the
yeomen of the Guard is probably due to the lack of a single archive. No original material now
exists for the early Tudor period at the Guard's headquarters in St. James's Palace, or at the
Tower of London. The manuscript sources which have survived are fragmentary and scattered
among various classes of documents in different locations, principally at the Public Record
Office and the British Library. Therefore the printed accounts of the royal bodyguard which
have been cited above have formed the accepted view of this institution.
It is known that certain records were kept at the time, probably by the administrative
officer in the Guard called the clerk of the cheque, and there are references in the accounts of
the treasurer of the Chamber to 'the book of the Guard'.2 The material collected would have
consisted of orders, attendance records, payments of wages and fees, livery warrants and
possibly details of other offices held. It is likely that as books were filled they were regarded as
obsolete, and although they may have been retained for a while they were eventually
discarded.
Initially, in order to determine what type of record had survived, the principal calendars
of primary sources for the period concerned were consulted. These were the Rev. William
Campbell's Materials for a History of the Reign of Henry VII? the Calendar of Patent Rolls, Henry
VII, 1485-1509? the Calendar of Fine Rolls, Henry VII, 1485-1509? and, as mentioned earlier, the

Letters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic, of the Reign of Henry VIII, 1509-1547. Details of many
different types of grants made to the yeomen were obtained from these sources, augmented in
the earliest cases by the information given in Henry VII's Act of Resumption, printed in Rotuli
Parliamentorum? The calendars also included information on the contents of warrants to the
keeper of the Great Wardrobe, excerpts from the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber, and
ordinances of the royal household. Several examples of the latter were examined in greater

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

C. G. Cruickshank, Army Royal. Henry VIU's Invasion of France 1513 (Oxford, 1969) [hereafter
Cruickshank, Army Royal]; The English Occupation of Toumai 1513-1519 (Oxford, 1971) [hereafter
Cruickshank, Toumai]; Henry VIII And the Invasion of France (Stroud, Gloucestershire, 1990) [hereafter
Cruickshank, Invasion].
E36/215, f.252v; E36/216, fos.44r and 65r.
Rev. W. Campbell, ed., Materials for a History of the Reign of Henry VII, from Original Documents preserved
in the Public Record Office, 2 vols. (1873,1877).
Calendar of Patent Rolls Henry VU, 1485-1509,2 vols. (1910-16) [hereafter CPR Henry VII].
Calendar of Fine Rolls: Henry VII, 1485-1509 (1962) [hereafter Calendar of Fine Rolb].
Rotuli Parliamentorum, 1278-1504, J. Strachey et al., eds., 6 vols. (1767-77), vi: 1472-1504 [hereafter Rot.
Pari.].

detail in A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government of the Royal Household.1
Narratives of events at court appearing in The Antiquarian Repertory,2 John Leland's Collectanea3
and Rawdon Brown's Four Years at the Court of King Henry VIII,4 along with Anstis's The
Register cf the most noble Order of the Garter,5 provided another important source of printed
material relevant to the Guard.
An attempt has been made to discover as much as possible about the Guard's origins,
early history and activities, bearing in mind the limitations of the surviving original records.
The information sought specifically related to the Guard's foundation and constitution, pay,
rewards and other benefits, duties and functions, as well as to its apparel and accoutrements.
Apart from these basic facts, the object of the research was also to determine the Guard's place
at court, its activities beyond the confines of the court, particularly its involvement in armed
service to the crown, and its role in local government.

Finally, it was resolved to make a

detailed examination of the individuals who served in the royal bodyguard, including
evidence of their experiences and progress in royal service as well as their private concerns,
family and social background and, where possible, their county of origin or residence.
In order to build up a picture of the Guard from 1485 to 1547, many classes of original
documents were examined, some of which produced no relevant material.

This applied

particularly to the Declared Accounts of the Pipe Office and Audit which, while containing
much military and naval material, produced nothing of direct significance to the Guard itself.
The research included challenging the accepted belief that the Guard was actually founded by
Henry VII, and a search was made through manuscript records of the Exchequer and Great
Wardrobe in the reigns of Edward IV and Richard HI, as well as the former's household
ordinances, producing a negative result. As will be shown, the sole reference discovered on
the Guard's foundation in an original source appears in a draft document of c.1536/7,
proposing the formation of a company of gentlemen at arms. A check was also made on the
information printed by Campbell and in the calendar of Henry VII's patent rolls, to establish
that the description of individuals as yeomen of the Guard was correctly shown. The original
manuscripts of the earliest of Henry VII's patent rolls were studied, together with the Chancery

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations for the Government of the Royal Household Made in Divers Reigns
from King Edward III to King William and Queen Mary (Society of Antiquaries, 1790) [hereafter HO].
F. Grose and T. Astle, eds., The Antiquarian Repertory, 4 vols. (1775-84; 1807-9 edition) [hereafter Ant.
Rep.].
J. Leland, De Rebus Britannicis Collectanea, T. Heame, ed., 6 vols. (1770) [hereafter Leland].
Rawdon Brown, pp.78 and 85.
J. Anstis, The Register of the most noble Order of the Garter, 2 vols. (1724).

warrants for the Great Seal which authorized the letters patent.1 In both instances the printed
sources were found to be correct. The source of Bacon's statement that Henry VII intended the
bodyguard to be a permanent one2 has not been traced, though the fact has proved to be true.
It became clear early in the research that in Henry VII's time yeomen of the crown, and to
a lesser extent yeomen of the Chamber, were mentioned in manuscript sources far more
frequently than yeomen of the Guard.

The unravelling of these three categories of royal

servants posed one of the greatest problems, which in the case of the yeomen of the crown was
further confused by payment of a special fee, granted by patent, to a certain number only.
While this matter may not be entirely resolved, the question has been closely studied, from a
variety of manuscript sources, and a theory propounded.
In seeking evidence indicating the Guard's complement, all of the extant accounts kept by
tiie treasurer of the Chamber were searched for details of wage payments. These accounts
survive only from 1495, with a gap throughout most of the 1520s, but the warrants for issues
from the Exchequer of Receipt produced documents from 1493, showing the total annual
amount set aside for the Guard's wages. Certain warrants sent by the king to the keeper of the
Great Wardrobe supplied another means of establishing the strength of the Guard. For the
later years of Henry VTH's reign a further source for estimating the Guard's complement was
provided by the assessments for subsidy payments due from personnel of the royal household,
where a few complete lists of yeomen of the Guard have survived. In addition, the reforms
which took place in the bodyguard were traced, largely from evidence provided in the
treasurer of the Chamber's accounts. From all of these sources combined, it became evident
that the Guard's complement did not remain static.
Intensive research was conducted on the Guard's duties, on its apparel and its
accoutrements. In order to verify a printed description of the Guard's duties, a detailed study
was made of eight manuscript copies of the household ordinances, held at the Public Record
Office, British Library, College of Arms, and the Royal Society. Five of these manuscripts
contained an identical section on the duties of the Guard. Their particular functions when sent
out of court on the king's business were also indicated by the payments shown to individual
yeomen in the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber. In attempting to discover how the
yeomen were clad and equipped, a multitude of records relating to the Great Wardrobe were
examined, producing valuable evidence of the apparel worn by the Guard on different
occasions, and showing the weapons which they bore.
1.
2.

Classes C66 and C82 respectively.
Bacon, p.35.

The Eltham ordinances of 1526 represented a major revision of the rules and regulations
for the royal household, and included a section devoted to the Guard, which provided details
of the reforms to be made, rather than specifying duties. All the known manuscripts in the
Public Record Office and British Library were studied, together with a microfilm copy of the
only surviving contemporary text, Bodleian manuscript Laud miscellaneous 597, kindly loaned
by David Starkey. In every manuscript a space was left, in the section on the Guard, for a
crucial figure which was never inserted.

This omission necessitated further searches

elsewhere.
The yeomen's functions in serving as part of the armed forces were traced through
payments made by the treasurer for war and the treasurer of the Chamber, through other
Exchequer accounts and the State Papers of Henry VIII, together with evidence of rewards
granted expressly for such service, shown in the royal accounts. These original sources were
supplemented by information found in printed material. The activities of the yeomen holding
local offices were investigated, and several of the original records which they kept were located
and examined. These included the accounts of county escheators, bailiffs of towns or hundreds
[Ministers' accounts], and customs officials in various ports. Again, these original documents
were augmented by published material.
In addition to the quest for details on the Guard as an institution, extensive searches were
made for information on its personnel. The names of individuals serving in the Guard were
collected from the calendars already mentioned, from the original manuscripts of the treasurer
of the Chamber's accounts, various classes of Exchequer records, and warrants to the keeper of
the Great Wardrobe. The latter also supplied the name of the captain of the Guard at the time.
Assessments of the yeomen's personal wealth were extracted from subsidy lists for the
personnel of the royal household, and in some cases from county lists. In addition, copies of
individual wills were searched at the Public Record Office, Guildhall Library, and the
Westminster City Archives, as well as in printed sources. Photo copies of three wills were
obtained from the Hereford and Worcester Record Office. Details of the yeomen's families
were sought, in genealogical publications such as those of the Harleian Society and Surtees
Society, and in other published collections of county histories.
Legal cases involving members of the Guard were examined, in the records of the
Chancery, the Court of Star Chamber, the Court of Requests, the Court of Augmentations and
Court of General Surveyors: Miscellaneous. These provided an insight into the relationships

between the yeomen and their neighbours, and the difficulties encountered by each. Some
cases appeared also in printed sources.
This thesis aims to remove some of the misconceptions which have been current for many
years about the royal bodyguard of the yeomen of the Guard in the time of the first two Tudor
monarchs, and to show that the Guard's significance extended far beyond the ceremonial role
which some historians have supposed was its only function.

Chapter 1

Foundation of the Guard
This chapter starts by analysing the statements made by contemporary authors on the
Guard's origins, and considers the factors which may have influenced Henry Tudor in
founding a new bodyguard.

The earliest references to the Guard which appear in

contemporary documents are then presented, and the constitution of the Guard is described.
After discussing methods of recruitment, a summary of the ancient offices of yeomen of the
Chamber and yeomen of the crown introduces the evidence which indicates how these two
groups of royal servants were closely associated with the yeomen of the Guard.

Origins: Early Opinions
Polydore Vergil included in his history of England, written during the early years of the
sixteenth century, the statement that Henry VII was the first English king to appoint retainers,
to the number of about 200, to be a bodyguard, which he incorporated in his household so that
they should never leave his side.1 Edward Hall, writing slightly later in the sixteenth century,
reported that Henry VII 'constituted and ordained a certain number of good archers and other
persons being hardy, strong, and of agility, to give daily attendance on his person, whom he
named yeomen of his guard'.2 Neither writer actually indicated precisely when Henry VII
instituted this new bodyguard. In his History of the Reign of King Henry the Seventh, Francis
Bacon declared that the yeomen of the Guard, consisting of 50 archers under a captain, were
instituted by Henry VII on the day of his coronation, which took place on 30 October 1485.3
One point on which Vergil was incorrect was his assertion that Henry VII was the first English
king to appoint a bodyguard of retainers in his household, since we know that Richard II had
such a bodyguard nearly a century before. Hall, however, appears to be completely accurate,
even to the extent of naming the new corps. Both authors gave the impression that the corps
was for the protection of the king, and neither suggested that it was instituted for ceremonial
purposes. Nevertheless, Bacon stated that Henry VII intended the Guard to be seen rather as a
'matter of dignity than any matter of diffidence appropriate to his own case', and to be
'understood for an ordinance not temporary but to hold in succession for ever after'.4

1.
2.
3.
4.

Vergil, p.7.
Hall, p.425.
Bacon, p.35.
Ibid.
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No official documentation on the Guard's foundation appears to have survived, if indeed
any ever existed. We can only speculate on the reasons why Henry VII wished to set up a new
bodyguard and why he envisaged it as a permanent corps. As already stated, the sergeants at
arms and the yeomen of the crown survived as royal servants, and they continued under all
the Tudors. Henry VII must have been well aware that Richard III was inadequately protected
in his last battle, even allowing for Richard's impetuous charge beyond the line of his own
forces to attack Henry personally and for the desertion of many of his supporters.
According to both Vergil and Hall, the yeomen of the Guard were modelled on the
bodyguard of the French king, and Bacon indicates that Henry was imitating what he had
known abroad.1 Henry Tudor, while earl of Richmond, had spent about a year in France,
following thirteen years in exile in Brittany. By this time he was a contender for the English
throne, and Charles VIII of France in due course provided him with military aid.
While in France, Henry Tudor would have learned of the organization of the French army
as well as of the French court. In 1445 Charles VII had instituted a group of 15 ordnance
*
companies, to form a permanent army. Two of these companies had been established some
twenty years earlier and were composed entirely of Scots men. One of these consisted of 100
men-at-arms, while the other was the king's personal bodyguard of 104 archers, under a Scots
captain, known as the 'Compagnie Ecossaise de la garde du Corps du Roi'. The foundation of
the Scots men-at-arms and of the Scots bodyguard was later stated by Louis XII to have been
an acknowledgment of the service the Scots had rendered to Charles VII, and of the great
loyalty they showed.2 In 1474 Louis XI formed a further company of 100 gentlemen, each with
two archers. Although these gentlemen shared bodyguard duties with the Scots guard, the
latter always remained the senior bodyguard. The archers were detached from the gentlemen
in 1475 to form a separate company, and this latter body was the one compared by Samuel
Pegge with the yeomen of the Guard.3 Closer parallels can be seen, however, between the
French king's Scots guard and the English king's Guard. The personnel of both were described
as archers, though they also bore swords and halberds, both were part of the royal retinue,
marching or riding immediately following the king, and both were used for ceremonial
purposes, when they were arrayed in richly embellished and embroidered jackets, displaying

1.
2.

Vergil, p.7; Hall, p.425; Bacon, p.35.
W. Forbes-Leith, S.J., The Scots Men-at-Arms and Life-Guards in France. From their Formation until their
final Dissolution 1418-1830, 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1882), i, pp.32, 55-56, citing Bibliotheque Nationale,
Cabinet des Titres MS., 684; General Susanne, Histoire de la Cavalerie, 3 vols. (Paris, 1874), i, p.36.
3. Forbes-Leith, p.140; Pegge, Curialia, pp.4-5, citing Pere Daniel, Histoire de la Milice Francoise, Tom. D,
p.102, and Montfaucon, Monumens de la Monarchie Francoise, Tom. m.
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one of the royal badges.1 See Illustration 2, p.13, for the French king's Guard, and Illustration
3, p.60, for the English Guard. In addition, both of these royal bodyguards incorporated a
select group of 24 men who received a special fee, which will be described later.
Bacon indicates that in founding the Guard Henry VII gave emphasis to the dignity of its
ceremonial role, rather than to his own need for special protection.2 Apart from his wish to
play down this need, there may have been a further reason for giving prominence to the Guard
as a ceremonial body.

Since Henry was thought to have emulated the French king, by

instituting a bodyguard which would add to the splendour of his court, some contemporaries
may have surmised that he would also follow the example of the French king in establishing a
standing army, to which the English had a traditional aversion. If Bacon is right in saying that
Henry emphasized the ceremonial role of the Guard, this may have been a covert attempt to
allay fears that he was beginning to set up a standing army.
Nevertheless, quite apart from any other reason, since time immemorial the importance of
a European ruler had been reflected in the display of wealth and magnificence at his court,
including his retinue, particularly as seen by visiting dignitaries and diplomats.

While the

Burgundian court had earlier been reputedly the most magnificent in Europe, it was rivalled
by the French court at this time, and there is some evidence that Henry was known to favour
French procedures, even after some years on the English throne.

For instance, when the

Spanish diplomat Ayala wrote to King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella on 25 July 1498, he
commented that Henry VII 'would like to govern England in the French fashion but he
cannot'.4 The foundation of the Guard, however, may perhaps be seen as a successful example
of this inclination.

Perhaps also, since the French royal bodyguard had served successive

monarchs from 1425, the English king envisaged a similar permanent institution for the Tudor
dynasty which he hoped to found. Henry Tudor was anxious to establish himself securely on
the throne which he had won in combat as the Lancastrian representative, and to demonstrate
his authority as a monarch of some significance among the European rulers.

His own

observations at the courts in Brittany and France would have increased his awareness of the
importance of visual display as an effective indication of a monarch's power and prestige. The
new bodyguard was therefore probably modelled in the French fashion to enhance the status
of fiie new English sovereign, wearing his livery colours of white and green.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Forbes-Leith, pp.58, 74,80 and 131 (for French guard).
Bacon, p.35.
Anglo, pp.104-5.
C. H. Williams, England under the Early Tudors (1485-1529) (1925), p.149, citing Calendar of State Papers,
Spain, i, 210.
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Illustration 2. Soldier of the French kin g 's Scots b o d y g u ard d u rin g Francis I's reign
From J. Q uicherat, Histoire du Costume en France (Faris, 1877). Forbes-Leith gives
the colours of the tunic as yellow , blue and rose, the h a t black and the shoes
w hite. Francis I's sym bol of the cro w ned salam an d er w as em broidered in gold.
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The Guard’s foundation and constitution
The earliest references to the yeomen of the Guard in official sources date from September
1485. These are contained in signet warrants, or signed bills, from the king to the keeper of the
Privy Seal, directing him to send letters to the chancellor authorizing the preparation of letters
patent granting offices of various kinds to certain individuals. The first of these warrants was
dated 16 September 1485, appointing John Frye, one of the yeomen of the king's Guard, to the
office of searcher in the port of Bristol,1 and the second, dated 18 September, appointed
William Brown, 'yeoman of our guard', bailiff of the lordship of Brailes, Warwickshire.2 In the
same month similar bills, and privy seal letters, granted offices to a further 20 individuals
described as yeomen of the king's Guard.3 These documents authorizing the grants of office,
together with the resultant letters patent, therefore represent firm evidence that the bodyguard
was in existence within a month of Henry VII's accession to the throne. Nine more grants were
made to yeomen of the king's Guard during October and November, and a further one in
January 1486, making a total of 32 identifiable members of the bodyguard in the first few
months of the reign.4 [See Table 1, p.15.]
In many grants, however, the recipient is described merely as king's servant, or is not
described at all. Identification may be difficult in these cases but this is sometimes resolved by
a later document obviously referring to the same person, and some of these individuals
subsequently appear in further grants where they are described as yeomen of the Guard. One
example is that of Robert Jay, who was given no description in a grant of 21 September 1485,5
but on 6 October following, when granted further offices, he was described as one of the
yeomen of the Guard.6 Similarly, John Carre on 22 September appeared without description,7
but was shown as yeoman of the Guard on 6 October.8 Therefore it is possible that some
individuals who received only one grant, in which they were not precisely described, could
also have been members of the Guard. Others may not have received any grant at this time, so
remain unrecorded.
Apart from information in grants of office, identification may be established by reference
to another official source. For instance, when John Lewes and Walter ap Lewes were granted

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

C82/2, m.393; Campbell, i, p.7.
Campbell, i, p.8.
C82/2; Campbell, i, pp. 11,14,15,37,45-6,47-51,53,57,64,66, 71,88.
C82/3 and C82/4; Campbell, i, pp. 76-7,79,96-8,105,151,167,242,262.
Campbell, i, p.25.
Ibid., p.77.
Ibid., p.32.
Ibid., p.76.
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Table 1: Yeomen of the Guard named in grants during first year of Henry VII’s Reign
Enrolled

Office

PS 23 Sept.

Owen ap Griffith

24 Sept.

PS 17 Nov.
PS 23 Sept.

Richard ap Philip
Robert Bagger*

18 Nov.
24 Sept.

SB 18 Sept.
PS 21 Sept.

William Brown*§
John Byde

24 Sept.

PS 20 Sept.

Henry Carre*

26 Sept.

?
PS 21 Sept.
PS 24 Sept.

John Carre*
William Cheseman*§
John Edwardes

6 Oct.
27 Sept.
25 Sept.

PS 26 Sept.
SB 16 Sept.
PS 20 Sept.

Richard Frere
John Frye
Thomas Fulbroke^

15 Oct.
24 Sept.
24 Sept.

PS 4 Nov.

Thomas Gaywood§

8 Nov.

PS 23 Sept.
PS 2 Nov.
PS 3 Oct.
PS 21 Sept.
PS 27 Sept.

John Gerveys
John Hony
Robert Jay*§
Stephen John
Thomas Kingman

25 Sept.
3 Nov.
6 Oct.
2 Oct.
2 Oct.

PS 23 Sept.

Thomas Leche*

24 Sept.

PS 21 Sept.

Henry Ley

24 Sept.

SB 20 Sept.

Piers Lloydt

PS 7 Oct.
PS 18 Oct.
PS 21 Sept.
SB 19 Sept.
PS 19 Sept.
PS 20 Sept.

William Maddockes
Robert Palmer
Richard Pigot
John Rothercomme
John Rigby*§
Richard Selman

24 Oct.
21 Oct.
24 Sept.

?
PS 1 Oct.

Richard Stapull
John Thomas

27 Jan. 1486
7 Oct.

SB

Robert Walsh

20 Sept.

PS 21 Oct.
PS 23 Sept.

Thomas Westbury
Thomas Wood

22 Oct.
27 Sept.

Steward/hayward, Laughame lordship,
Carmarthen; constable of castle
Ragler, co. of Cardigan
Bailiff/porter/park keeper, Maxstoke,
Warwickshire
Bailiff of Brailes, Warwickshire
Water bailiff, Duvelyn and Drogheda,
Ireland
Bailiff, Doncaster; keeper, Fyppen park,
York
Bailiff, Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire
Bailiff, lordship of Lewes, Sussex
Bailiff, Bewdley, keeper of place and
park; keeper Yamewood park, Salop.
Bailiff, Great Marlow, Bucks.
Searcher, port of Bristol
Forester/ranger, Kingswood, Glos.,
and Fulwood, Somerset
Porter, Stafford castle; bailiff, Mawdeley
and Boris tone, Staffs.
Bailiff, Offley and Doxey, Staffs.
Bailiff/park keeper, Rampisham, Dorset
Constable, Laughame castle
Gaol-keeper, Dorchester, Dorset
Bailiff, Somerton, and gaoler, Ilchester,
Somerset
Porter/keeper, Exeter castle; waterbailiff, Plymouth, Devon
Park-keeper, Lanteglos and Hellesbury,
Cornwall
Corrody, St. Augustine's monastery,
Canterbury
Keeper, park and warren, Kenton, Mdx.
Keeper, garden of Eltham, Kent
Keeper, Portnall park, Surrey
Keeper, Marshwood Vale park, Dorset
Bailiff, town of Rye, Sussex
Bailiff, lordships of Torrington and
Holsworthy, Devon
Bailiff, Foreyn of Walsall, Staffs.
Steward/receiver, lordship of Haye and
Glynbough; constable Haye castle
Constable, Trematon castle; havener,
duchy of Cornwall
Bailiff, Burley, Southampton
Customer, bridge of Staines, Mdx.

24 Sept.
22 Sept.

+ a later grant shows present in victorious journey
previous service overseas indicated in grant
§ present in victorious journey (culminating in battle of Bosworth)
$ a later grant mentions service overseas
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offices in October and December 1485 respectively, they were not described. Both received a
saving, or confirmation, of their offices, however, under Henry VII's Act of Resumption of
1485, where they were shown as yeomen of the Guard, the latter being shown as Walter
Lewes.1 In the records of the duchy of Lancaster for September 1485 Nicholas Owdeby was
named as an office-holder in the duchy lands and described as one of the king's Guard.2
Further sources supplying identification are contemporary records describing certain events.
For example, the names are recorded of five yeomen of the Guard and of the crown who were
on special duty at the christening of Prince Arthur in Winchester cathedral in September 1486:William Racke, John Burley, Robert Walker, William Waghan [or Vaughan] and John Hoo.3
This brings the total of known members of the Guard in the first year of the reign to 40. The
personnel involved will be discussed later, when the questions of recruitment and complement
are examined. Meanwhile one more grant of office completes the evidence for the Guard's
existence early in Henry VII's reign.

Apart from the grants describing the recipient as a

yeoman of the king's Guard, the Lancaster Roll shows that on 1 March 1486 the keepership of
Postem park, Derby, was granted to Sir Charles Somerset, described as captain of the king's
Guard.4 This is the only evidence which has been found indicating an officer of the Guard at
that time, and it confirms Bacon's statement that the Guard was under a captain.
While die sources so far described prove the existence of the Guard at this time, a
document, probably of 1536/7, provides some evidence of the Guard's foundation.

This

document is a draft order for the establishment of the gentlemen at arms, eventually instituted
at the end of December 1539. The document is endorsed: 'An order taken for 100 gentlemen to
wait upon the king's highness'. It begins by making a comparison with the Guard, and states
that 'the most noble and memory worthy king Henry VII for the better fumishment of his
house first established and ordained the yeomen of his guard in their livery coats to wait upon
his grace in his chamber, to the great setting forth and honour of his house'.5
The statements made by Hall and by Bacon that the Guard was founded by Henry VII are
therefore confirmed by the evidence contained in this document. Bacon's assertion that the
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Rot. Pari, pp.368-9.
R. Somerville, History of the Duchy of Lancaster, 2 vols. (1953,1970), i, p.591, citing DL 41/34/1, f.95, and
DL 42/21, f.147.
BL Additional Ms. 6113, f.76v; see also Leland, iv, p.205, and The Antiquarian Repertory, 4 vols. (1775-84),
iv, p.194.
Campbell, i, p.327, citing L.R. 98b.
BL Harley Ms. 6807, f.25; LP XIII ii, 1111; cited in J. G. Sandeman, The Spears of Honour and the Gentlemen
Pensioners (Hayling Island, 1912), p.7; W. J. Tighe, T he Gentlemen Pensioners in Elizabethan Politics
and Government' (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of Cambridge, 1983) [hereafter Tighe thesis],
p.3, footnote 14. Dr. Tighe has dated the document by reference to the number of Gentlemen, since by
January 1537 the complement had been fixed at 50.
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Guard was instituted on the day of Henry VII's coronation presumably means that its first
appearance took place then. The records for this event show signs of hasty preparation, a copy
of the regulations for Richard Ill's coronation being used as a draft which was imperfectly
adapted. While the yeomen of the Guard are not mentioned, there is a reference to yeomen of
the crown and yeomen of the Chamber 'in a great number'.1 The significance of this will
become apparent later.
Since the bodyguard was attached to the king's Chamber, it came under the overall
jurisdiction of the lord chamberlain, who was responsible for all Chamber staff.

The lord

chamberlain also had responsibility for the protection of the sovereign, as well as for
ceremonial events. Before the post of vice-chamberlain was formally established, provision
was made for an usher to act as deputy to the lord chamberlain in the latter's absence. During
Edward IV's time Roger Ray (later Sir Roger) had deputized in this way,2 and Henry VII's
household ordinances of 1493 stipulated that 'In the absence of the chamberlain the usher shall
have the same power to command in like manner.' 3 In the T>ook of the earl of Arundel', lord
chamberlain to Henry Vm, which was said to be a copy of a book of Henry VII's chamberlain
(Giles, Lord Daubeney), there is a reference to 'my said lord chamberlain or his said deputy if
he have any or any of the said ushers'.4 Although Sir Richard Guildford was described as vice
chamberlain of fiie king's Chamber in an Exchequer account of 1488,5 the establishment of this
office remains elusive. It is evident, however, that Sir Charles Somerset, already named as
captain of the Guard in 1486, was acting as vice-chamberlain by 1498.6 Before the end of
Henry VII's reign, therefore, the posts of vice-chamberlain and captain of the Guard were held
by the same person. While this dual role became usual, it was not invariable, as will be shown.

Sources of recruitment to the Guard
There appear to be no official documents referring to initial appointment to serve in the
royal bodyguard. The first members of the Guard, in particular, must have been carefully
selected, and known personally by the king or by one of his confidants. Who were these men,
and how were they recruited? One source of recruitment to the Guard was from the trusted
servants and supporters who had already joined the Lancastrian claimant, both before and

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

BL Egerton Ms. 985, f.2v; see also BL Additional Ms. 18,669, f.lv; S. Anglo, Spectacle, Pageantry, and
Early Tudor Policy (Oxford, 1969), pp.12-13.
Myers, p.32, footnote 3; p.90.
HO, p.116.
BL Harley Ms. 4107, f.l32v.
E405/76, f.2r. SeeLeland, iv, p.243.
Rymer, Foedera, Tome V, part iv, p.125.
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after the rebellion of 1483, and eventually fought for his cause at Bosworth field. After the
execution of the duke of Buckingham following the earl of Richmond's abortive attempt at a
landing in England in 1483, many Lancastrian supporters involved fled to the continent, to join
the exiled earl and to escape the retributions of Richard HI.1 According to Commines, the earl
of Richmond had a retinue of 500 while in Brittany,*2 and Vergil records that initially about 300
of the Englishmen remained at Vannes when Henry Tudor fled secretly from Brittany to
France.3 Many of the grants to royal servants in the first few months of Henry VII's reign refer
to service overseas. Of the 32 earliest grants to the members of the Guard, 13 refer to former
service overseas, and 6 indicate their presence at Bosworth field. [See Table 1, p.15.] The other
13 grants mention good and faithful service, which could include either service overseas or
presence at the victorious battle, or both.
A second source of recruitment was evidently by selection from men who were known to
a member of the aristocracy, perhaps by service in his household or in his retinue. Young men
of some standing were sent to the households of nobles and gentlemen to be trained in the
duties attached to attendance upon aristocrats, in a civilian as well as a military capacity, and
to improve their chances of social advancement. Evidence of this source of recruitment for
royal service is provided in household ordinances of both Edward IV and Henry Vm, where it
is enacted that officers' servants brought into court should be of good personage, honest, and
cleanly clad, so that they could be admitted to the king's service if suit were made for them.4
Direct reference to the Guard was made in a letter sent to Henry VII in about 1505 by John
Flamank, servant and son-in-law to Sir Richard Nanfan, the deputy at Calais.

Flamank

referred to a statement made by Hugh Conway, treasurer at Calais, that the greater part of the
Guard were formerly the servants of the lord chamberlain (Giles, Lord Daubeney).5 This was
probably an exaggeration, but it might suggest that the lord chamberlain's household acted as
a conduit whereby men from many different households were introduced to royal service. The
ideal was perhaps indicated in Edward IV's Black Book, where the yeomen of the crown were
stated to be:'bold men, chosen and tried out of every lord's house in England for
their cunning and virtue'.6
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Ellis, pp. 200-209.
S. Kinser, ed., and I. Cazeaux, transl., The Memoirs of Philippe de Commynes, i (Columbia, S. Carolina,
1969), p.367.
Ellis, p.207.
HO, pp.67 and 239.
J. Gairdner, ed., Letters and Papers Illustrative of the Reigns of Richard III and Henry VII, 2 vols. (1861 and
1863) [hereafter LP Richard III and Henry VII\, i, p.232.
Myers, p.116.
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This statement bears a resemblance to a description of the yeomen of the Guard dating from
1501 on the occasion of Prince Arthur's wedding:chosen persons of the whole country. . . ' 1
Some household servants remained in, or were re-appointed to, their positions in the
royal household in successive reigns. Among a number of Henry VII's yeomen of the crown
who had served previous monarchs were William Knight,2 Piers Warton,3 and John Davy.4

Yeomen of the Guard, Crown and Chamber
Although the Guard does not feature in Henry VII's household ordinances of 1493, it
appears in those of Henry VIII's time, portions of which have been identified by David Starkey
as originating between 1494 and 1501.5 These ordinances are contained in a manuscript at the
College of Arms, of which two slightly varying copies are in the British Library. One of the
sections in these ordinances is headed 'The room and service belonging to yeomen of the
crown of the Guard and of the king's chamber to do'.6 This heading indicates the close
relationship between die three categories of royal servants named, which needs to be clarified
before proceeding further. The actual duties referred to will be described in chapter 3.
The yeomen of the Chamber had existed as a group of royal servants at least since
Edward II's time, and they continued throughout the reigns of the Tudor monarchs. The
number of yeomen of the Chamber varied at different times. Edward II apparently had eight,
which was the complement given in Henry Vi's household ordinances of 1454,7 when the
establishment was drastically reduced, the previous ordinances of 1445 having allowed 24, of
whom 12 were to be continually at court.8 In contrast, Edward IV's Black Book specified only
four yeomen of the Chamber.9 These figures are known to have been exceeded, however.10

1.
2.

Sneyd, p.105, note 62.
Calendar of the Patent Rolls, Edward IV, Edward V and Richard III, 1476-1485 (1901) [hereafter CPR Yorkist],
p. 159; Horrox, p.257.
3. CPR Yorkist, pp.l, 100,136.
4. Ibid., p.258; Horrox, p.244.
5. D. R. Starkey, T he King's Privy Chamber 1485-1547' (unpublished Ph.D. thesis, University of
Cambridge, 1973) [hereafter Starkey thesis], p.20.
6. College of Arms [hereafter CA] Ms. Arundel XVII/2; BL Additional Ms. 34,319 and BL Harley Ms.
4107. This particular section is not given in the latter manuscript, but appears in CA Ms. M.8, BL
Additional Ms. 21,116, BL Harley Ms. 2210 and Royal Society [hereafter RS] Ms. 61.
7. T. F. Tout, The Place of the Reign of Edward II in English History (2nd edition by H. Johnstone, 1936), p.253;
HO, p.18; Myers, pp.70-71.
8. Myers, pp.70-71.
9. Ibid., p.117, HO, p.39.
10. HO, p.39; Myers, pp.117 and 233 (footnote 42).
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Probably the greatest increase took place between about 1438 and 1448, when Henry Vi's
yeomen of the Chamber rose from 28 to 71.1
Rosemary Horrox has indicated that in Richard Ill's household 'a yeoman of the Chamber
was a yeoman of the crown who had been assigned to duties in the Chamber'.2 This also
appears to be true of Henry VII's household, as an examination of the records of the Great
Wardrobe shows. These include warrants from the king to the keeper of the Great Wardrobe,
authorizing the issue of five yards of material described as russet cloth or tawny medley worth
4s. a yard, for 'watching clothing' to the Chamber personnel (yeomen ushers, yeomen, grooms
and pages), all of whom are named under their respective headings. Although livery of cloth
for watching clothing was given annually, only three of these documents survive for Henry
VII's reign, for the years 1496, 1502 and 1508,3 together with a similar warrant for black cloth
on the occasion of Elizabeth of York's funeral in 1503.4 Significantly, the captain of the Guard
is also included in the warrants for 1502 and 1508, receiving 6 yards of French tawny worth
13s. 4d. a yard, with fur. The totals of yeomen of the Chamber listed in these warrants are
shown in Table 2. A comparison of the names of yeomen ushers and yeomen listed in these

Table 2: Wardrobe accounts showing the number of yeomen ushers and yeomen of
the Chamber entitled to receive livery of cloth for watching clothing
Year
1496
1502
1508

Yeomen ushers
8
3
8

Yeomen
67
53
73

Reference
E101/414/8, f.53
E101/415/7, f.152
E101/416/7, unfol.

warrants with the names of yeomen of the crown and yeomen of the Guard known from other
sources reveals that many are identical.
As already indicated in the Introduction, yeomen of the crown were the successors to the
ancient foot archers of the English kings. The term 'yeomen of the crown' can itself cause some
confusion, because not all were appointed in the same way. Several records of Henry W 's
time refer to 'one of the 24 yeomen of the crown at 6d. a day',5 which seems to imply that the
number was restricted to 24, as stated in Edward IV's Black Book. The restriction, however,
was on the number who received the 'fee of the crown'. This particular fee will be described
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

D. A. L. Morgan, 'The house of policy: the political role of the late Plantagenet household, 1422-1485',
in D. R. Starkey, ed., The English Court:from the Wars of the Roses to the Civil War (Harlow, 1987), p.41.
Horrox, p.243.
E101/414/8, f.53; E101/415/7, f.152; E101/416/7, unfoliated.
LC 2/1, fos. 61r-61v.
E407/6/137, m.14; C82/128; CPR Henry VII, ii, p.22.
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after the discussion of wage payments. For the present purpose of identification it is sufficient
to note that fairly full records survive throughout Henry VII's reign for the relatively small
number of yeomen in receipt of the fee of the crown. When one of these yeomen died or
surrendered his patent, his crown fee was granted by patent to another yeoman of the crown.
It is therefore possible to follow the succession of most of these particular yeomen throughout
the reign.

[See Table 3.] Again, a comparison of the names with those of yeomen of the

Chamber in the Wardrobe warrants shows a close agreement. [See Table 4, p.22.]

Table 3: Yeomen of the crown in receipt of the crown fee in Henry VII’s Reign
Starred names are of earliest yeomen to be appointed. Where no names follow, this
shows they continued into the next reign.
Paid from the Exchequer
John Aimer*
William Aimer*
John Amyas*
John Brereton*
Thomas Caldewell* - John Holland 1496 - John Jevan 1502
William Cope* [disappears from accounts by Easter 1489]
Nicholas Dounton [from Easter 1489] - surrendered patent to Edmond Huntwade 1495
John Forde*
John Gittons [from Easter 1489] - Richard Davy 1501 - Walter Cunye June 1509
David Gough [from Easter 1490] - Robert Nevell June 1509
Robert Harrison [from Easter 1489] - John Gildon 1502 - William Keby May 1509
William Knight* [died 1495] - Turner or Page (see below)
Henry Ley* - Henry Strete 1503
Piers Lloyd [from Michaelmas 1487] - Henry Hopkins 1504
John Monkeley* - John Geffron 1502
Richard Rake* - William Kingston 1497 - William Rolte July 1509
John Stanshaw* [disappears from accounts by Easter 1489]
Henry Walker* - Hugh Adams 1499 - Robert Washington 1502 - John Wortley May 1509
Robert Walker*
Piers Warton*
John Wattes* - John Sandford 1510 (on surrender by Wattes)
Benedict Weaver* - died 1505; no successor found until John Braband July 1509
John Whittington [from Easter 1491]
William Page [appointed 1495] - Nicholas Jackson June 1509
Oliver Turner [appointed 1495]
Paid from other sources
John Punche* - David Gough 1490
John Edwardes* - Thomas Broke May 1509
John Upcote* - John Whittington 1491
Thomas Harper* - ?
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Table 4: Henry VII’s yeomen of the crown in receipt of the crown fee
who are listed as yeomen of the Chamber
[illegible] Adams (probably Hugh)

William Aimer

John Amyas

Thomas Broke

Richard David [Davy]

John Edwardes

John Evan [Jevan]

John Forde

John Geffron

John Gildon

David Gough

John Holland

Henry Hopkins

Edmond Huntwade

Nicholas Jackson

William Keby

William Kingston

Piers Lloyd

John Monkeley

Robert Nevell

William Page

Henry Strete

Oliver Turner

Piers Warton

Robert Washington

John Wattes

John Whittington

John Wortley

The names of fifty yeomen of the crown and five yeomen of the Chamber not so far
identified as yeomen of the Guard can be gathered from grants up to the end of I486, from the
Act of Resumption, and from records of the duchy of Lancaster.1 Of the fifty yeomen of the
crown named, seventeen were in receipt of the crown fee at the time. From these sources and
later grants, as well as from the warrants to the Great Wardrobe already cited, it becomes clear
that there are many examples where the same man appears in official documents with varying
descriptions. For instance, Henry Ley was described as one of the king's Guard in a patent of
21 September 1485, appointing him keeper of two parks in Cornwall, but as a yeoman of the
crown when granted the crown fee in the following month.2 When Piers Lloyd was granted a
corrody in the monastery of St. Augustine, Canterbury, on 20 September 1485 he was described
as 'one of the yeomen of the king's Chamber and of the king's Guard', but in June 1487 a
patent granting him an office at Calais showed him as a yeoman of the crown.3
The use of these varying descriptions for the same man continued into Henry VIII's reign.
Henry Strete was described as a yeoman of the crown in February 1501 and January 1502; he
was granted the crown fee in August 1502, and received livery of cloth as a yeoman of the
Chamber in December 1502, and February 1503.4 He again appeared as a yeoman of the crown
when granted offices in Devon in June 1508, and in December of that year he was described as

1.
2.
3.
4.

Campbell, i and ii, passim; CPR Henry VII, i, passim; Rot. Pari, vi; Somerville, i.
C82/2; Campbell, i, pp.49-50; CPR Henry VII, i, p.30; C82/3, m.136.
C82/2; Campbell, i, p.15; Campbell, ii, p.158.
E404/83; E404/84; CPR Henry VII, ii, p.261; E101/415/7, f.152; LC 2/1, f.61.
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a yeoman usher of the Chamber. In May 1509 he received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of
the Guard for Henry VII's funeral, while a grant of November 1511 showed him once more as a
yeoman of the crown.1 A further example is that of John Braband, who was described as a
yeoman of the Guard when granted the fee of the crown in July 1509, a yeoman of the
Chamber when granted an office in Devon the following October, and again as a yeoman of
the Guard when granted further offices a year later.2 In addition, a number of those usually
described as yeomen of the crown were included in the list of yeomen of the Guard who
received livery of black cloth for Henry VII's funeral in May 1509. Among these were Robert
Brickenden or Brigandyne, clerk of the king's ships, and sixteen of the yeomen currently
receiving the fee of the crown.3 These were John Aimer, William Aimer, John Amyas, John
Brereton, John Evan, John Forde, John Geffron, Edmond Huntwade, Henry Strete, Robert
Walker, Piers Warton;4 Thomas Broke, Nicholas Jackson, William Keby, Robert Nevell and
John Wortley. 5 Yeomen of the crown did not therefore form a completely exclusive group,
inasmuch as yeomen of the Guard and yeomen of the Chamber were included among them. In
other words, the term 'yeomen of the crown' covered a group of royal retainers, any of whom
were liable to serve as yeomen of the Chamber or yeomen of the Guard.
It may now be seen that, with the inclusion of those described as yeomen of the crown or
yeomen of the Chamber, the names of yeomen of the Guard identifiable in the early years of
Henry VII's reign can be increased substantially.

The evidence cited, from the varying

descriptions in grants and even from the few lists available, shows the strong correlation of
names between these three groups. Although it cannot be stated categorically that all those
described as yeomen of the crown also served as yeomen of the Guard, or yeomen of the
Chamber, it seems feasible to include them in view of the overwhelming evidence found where
this has proved to be the case. Nevertheless some caution has been exercised in this respect,
and tiie bulk of the material used in this thesis has concentrated on those who have been
described on at least one occasion as a yeoman of the Guard. Where no such reference has
been found for an individual, his description is given.

Appendix B differentiates between

those described specifically as yeomen of the Guard on at least one occasion, those described
as yeomen of the Chamber, and those described only as yeomen of the crown.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

CPR Henry VII, ii, p.558; E101 /416/7; LC 2/1, f.l23r; LPI i, 969 (20).
LP 1,249; LP I i, 132 (9); LP 1,571; LP 1,1255.
LC 2/1, f.l34r.
Ibid., f.l23r.
Ibid., f,122v.
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Conclusion
While it is clear that the yeomen of the Guard represented a new bodyguard, created by
Henry VII to be in constant attendance, it was adapted from existing structures within the
household. The king evidently took care not to abolish the older offices of yeomen of the
crown and yeomen of the Chamber, but combined them with his new retinue, which perhaps
he regarded as a form of modernization, fashioned on the French model. The members of the
Guard were selected for their proven loyalty as well as for their strength and martial skills.
With the exception of Richard II, it was probably the largest bodyguard that any English king
had had in peace-time. Although the yeomen were assigned to certain duties in the personal
service of the king, the ancient protective function of the yeomen of the crown was specifically
retained for the new corps. A greater prominence was given to the Guard by using it also as a
splendidly arrayed retinue, wearing the Tudor livery, to enhance the reputation of the court
and of its ruler. The role of the Guard, however, extended far beyond the confines of the
household and court, its individual members being involved in many aspects of royal
activities, both in peace and in war. These will be explored in chapters 3 and 4. Meanwhile the
wages, fees and other benefits received by the Guard will be described in die next chapter.
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Chapter 2

Remuneration and Development of the Guard
In this chapter methods of wage payments to the Guard are first discussed, and rates of
remuneration shown. Details are then given of additional fees and benefits received by some
of the yeomen, followed by a section describing further rewards and privileges accorded to
them. The question of the Guard's original size is next discussed, showing estimates quoted
by contemporary writers and evidence from various contemporary manuscript sources,
including wages accounts. This is followed by an account of the Guard's development over
the two reigns, including a substantial section on the Eltham ordinances of 1526, and ending
with a short description of the Guard's officers.

Remuneration
(a) W ages
N o wages accounts survive for the Guard in the earliest part of the reign, but from 1493,
when the king's revenue system was being reorganized, references occur to wage payments for
the Guard. A series of warrants from the king to Lord Dynham, treasurer of the Exchequer,
indemnified John Dawtrey, one of the customers at the port of Southampton, for payments
which he had been commanded to make from the revenues of the port. These included a sum
of £1,200, paid annually, for the wages of the yeomen of the Guard. The first of these warrants
is dated 9 June 1493.1 In the second one, dated 13 December 1494, it is stated that the king
gave his instruction to Dawtrey orally as well as by letter.2 Apparently many commands were
given in this informal way in Henry VII's time, and even accounts were declared orally before
his most trusted servants, such as Sir Rejirvjld Bray and Sir Robert Southwell.

This helps to

explain to some extent the absence of written records. The first three warrants indicate an
evolving procedure, stating variously that the sums were paid 'to the yeomen of our Guard' or
'to our hands', or 'for the use of the yeomen of our Guard'.4 From the warrant of 5 December

1. E404/81/2
2. E404/81/3.
3. W. C. Richardson, Tudor Chamber Administration 1485-1547 (Baton Rouge, 1952), p.76. F. C. Dietz,
English Government Finance 1485-1558, University of Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences, 9 (Urbana,
Illinois, 1920), p.69.
4. E404/81 /2; E404/81/3; E404/82.
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1496 each one invariably shows that the money was paid to John Heron, treasurer of the
Chamber.1
In H eroes earliest surviving accounts the statement appears in October 1495 that 'John
Dawtrey, customer of Hampton, shall pay the king yearly of the Custom of Hampton assigned
for the wages of the yeomen of the crown £1,200'.2 Heron's receipts for November 1502 and
December 1504 also show the same amount from Dawtrey, as wages of the yeomen of the
Guard.3 In addition, from September 1495 Heron's accounts show the monthly wages paid to
the yeomen of the Chamber.4 If these are added together for a whole year they amount to a
sum of approximately £1,000. For the year September 1505 to August 1506, for example, a total
of £1,075.13s. 8d. was paid.5 The annual provision of £1,200 for the Guard's wages therefore
corresponds to the approximate annual total of monthly wages recorded in the accounts of the
treasurer of the Chamber for the yeomen of the Chamber. Once again it can be seen how the
yeomen were variously described in official sources.
Although it is not possible to state how the yeomen were paid during the first ten years of
the reign, Heron's accounts commencing in September 1495 show varying monthly wage
totals, which indicate that the yeomen were paid according to attendance. The accounts of the
treasurer of the Chamber do not normally show the individual rate paid, but two levels of 12d.
and 8d. a day are clearly indicated for the eight months from February to September 1506.6
From the payment for October a single total is again shown.7 The total sums paid to yeomen
receiving 12d. a day during the months of February to September ranged from about £77-£80,
representing 55-57 yeomen, while the totals for those receiving 8d. a day were about £15-£20,
representing 16-19 yeomen, so the majority were paid at the higher level.

There is no

indication whether the lower rate was paid for a specific duty or to yeomen who were junior in
service or less skilled.
Similar instances occur in Henry VIII's time. From February to May 1513, 'certain yeomen
of the chamber', were paid at 8d. a day8 but again no reason is indicated. An entry in the royal
accounts for June 1515 shows three levels of payment to the yeomen of the Chamber, at 12d.,

1.
2.

E404/82, /83, /84, /85, /86.
E101/414/6, f.107.

3.

E101/413/2 (3), p.21.

4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

E101/414/6, fos.3r, 7r, 12r, 15v.
E36/214, fos.4r, 6v, 9v, 13v, 19v, 22v, 25v, 29r, 33r, 38r, 44v, 49r.
E36/214, fos.22v, 25v, 29r, 33r, 38r, 44v, 49r, 51r.
Ibid., f.53v.
E36/215, fos.ll8r, 123r, 125v, 128v.
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8d., and 6d. a day,1 but this is the only example found. Differences in wages within the Guard
also occurred in times of war, when payment was made by the treasurer for war, rather than
the treasurer of the Chamber. These will be specified in chapter 4. Yeomen of the Guard
continued to receive wages of 12d. or 8d. a day until 1540, when an annual rate of £24 was
introduced.2
There are many instances where yeomen of the Guard were paid when they were sick. In
Henry VII's time the royal accounts show, for example, that a sum of £4.10s. was paid to five
sick yeomen in May 1497,3 and nine yeomen received a total of £8. 2s. in July 1499.4
Individuals are named in the accounts during Henry VIII's reign. Thomas Ferror received £6
in July 1515, in respect of his wages for 120 days at 12d. a day 'which the king's grace hath
given unto him in reward towards his recovery of his sickness',5 and Hugh Troublefeld was
paid £4.17s. for his wages of 12d. a day for 97 days in 1531, 'in all which time he was sick'.6
The yeomen of the Guard were relatively well paid. The master of the barge and the
sergeant of the minstrels were each paid at 7 Id. a day,7 while ordinary soldiers received 6d. a
day. The sergeants at arms, who were often recruited by promotion from the Guard, received
12d. a day, being appointed for life by patent.
It is also evident from the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber that during Henry
Vn's reign the cash for the wages was paid to one of the yeomen ushers of the Chamber, to
distribute to his colleagues.

The cash was received by Edward Griffith in October and

December 14958 and by Thomas Greenhow in February and March 1496.9 In addition to
exercising a supervisory role in the Chamber the yeomen ushers therefore bore some
responsibility within the Guard. The duty of paying the yeomen from money received from
the treasurer of the Chamber later became the responsibility of the clerk of the cheque to the
Guard, an office which was probably introduced towards the end of Henry VII's reign, and
which will be discussed later.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

BL Additional Ms. 21,481, f.l91r; E36/215, f.l92r (shows 171 yeomen, but the Additional Ms. shows the
final digit crossed through).
LC 5/178, p.90.
E101/414/6, f.70v.
E101/414/16, f.68r.
E36/215, f.l95v; E101/417/7, m.92.
E101/420/11, f.l56vt
E407/6/137, m.15.
E101/414/6, fos.3r and 12r.
Ibid., fos.l9r and 22r.
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(b) Fee of the crown
Before proceeding further, the payment of the fee of the crown should be described. This
was paid at the rate of 6d. a day, and was received by no more than 24 yeomen at any one
time. These yeomen were appointed for life by letters patent, and were paid half-yearly at
Easter and Michaelmas from the Exchequer, irrespective of their presence on duty. In a few
cases this fee was paid from local revenues due to the king rather than directly from the
Exchequer. John Punche, for instance, received his fee from the customs and subsidies of the
port of Poole,1 and John Upcote was paid from the revenues of Cornwall.2
The payment of the crown fee to 24 yeomen shows another parallel with the French king's
Scots guard referred to in chapter 1, since the 24 most senior members of that bodyguard
received a special payment of twenty crowns a month.3 This remuneration therefore suggests
that the English recipients held some seniority in the Guard. Nevertheless, a striking example
of a yeoman who had to wait for a vacancy may be seen in Lawrence Eglisfeld. He served as
clerk of the cheque to the Guard from 1513, having become a yeoman usher of the Chamber by
January 1512, but did not receive the crown fee until January 1527.4

(c) Other fees
While the 'fee of the crown' in Tudor times was 6d. a day, certain yeomen received wages
of 3d. a day. The accounts of Sir Thomas Lovell, treasurer of the Chamber, show that he
received £50 on 10 June 1495 from the customers of Poole for the wages of the yeomen at 3d. a
day, due at Easter.5 A statement in the accounts of John Heron, Lovell's successor in office,
dated 1 October 1495, shows that 'the cofferer shall answer the king yearly for the wages of the
33 yeomen of the crown after 3d. by day due at Michaelmas £100'.6 In 1503 and 1504 Heron's
receipts show a payment of £100 from William Cope, cofferer, as 'wages of certain yeomen of
the Chamber at 3d. a day for one year'.7 The total of £100 per annum in fact corresponds to 22
yeomen at 3d. a day rather than 33. There is evidence in Henry VIII's time that yeomen ushers
of the Chamber received an extra fee of 3d. a day above the wage paid for each day of service,
and perhaps these accounts refer to this fee. When John Bromefeldreplaced John Willesdon as
a yeoman usher early in 1546, his fee for the office was shown as 3d. a day.8 Edward Ingham,

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Campbell, i, p.51; CPR Henry VII, i, p.8.
CPR Henry VII, i, p.37.
Forbes-Leith, i, p.75.
LP IV ii, 2839 (12).
E101/413/2 (2), f.88v.
E101/414/6, f.108; BL Additional Ms. 59,899, f.l84v.
E101 /413/2 (3), pp.98 and 175.
SP 4/1 (79); LP XX ii, 1067 (79); LP XXI i, 148 (79).
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yeoman usher of the Chamber, by his will of 9 October 1534, bequeathed to his son-in-law the
wages due to him at the end of December from the paymaster of the Guard, John Williams, as
well as his wages at 3d. a day from the cofferer's clerk.1 Payment at this rate was also made to
yeomen holding miscellaneous offices in the royal household such as wardrobe keeper to a
royal child. On 1 May 1515 William Lambert, presumably the yeoman of the Guard of that
name, was paid 3d. a day for a whole year for 'keeping the princess's wardrobe stuff of beds'.2

(d) Annuities and corrodies
In addition to wages and fees, the yeomen enjoyed other forms of reward from the
monarch. Several received an annuity, while others were granted a corrody, or dining rights,
in a religious house. Among the former were Henry Spencer and William Meghen, yeomen of
the crown who were apparently otherwise unpaid. Henry Spencer was granted an annuity of
£10 for life from Easter 1486, payable from the revenues of the counties of Berkshire and
Oxford.3 On 20 February 1487 William Meghen was rewarded with an annuity of £8 for life for
his service 'as well at our prosperous entry into this our Realm toward our town of
Shrewsbury and so forth to our most victorious field as for the good service that he intendeth
to do and yet doeth to his great proper costs and charges without fee or other reward of us'.
The annuity was to be paid by the farmers or occupiers of the town of Wrockwardine,
Shropshire.4 In October 1485 Richard Frere was granted a corrody in T^me monastery, Oxford,
and in April 1486 Robert Palmer received the grant of a corrody in the priory of Bath,
Somerset.5 Henry VIII's yeomen were rewarded in similar ways, William Studdon receiving
an annuity of £10 for life in August 1513, and Edward Johnson receiving one for £9.10s. in
November 1540.6 Corrodies were granted to John Robards in the monastery of Vale Royal,
Cheshire, in February 1532, and to William Bonde in the monastery of Ceme, Dorset, in
October 1537.7
This variation in the remuneration of the yeomen was not unusual, since there is evidence
that in earlier reigns, and in later Tudor times, some servants within the same category were
paid while others were unpaid. Many of Richard H's sergeants at arms had been unpaid, and
in Henry VIII's time a sergeant at arms without fee, John Reeming, was granted the next

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Westminster City Archives [hereafter WCA] Wills Register Bracy, f.46v.
E36/215, fos.l50v and 188v.
E404/79, m.242.
Ibid., m.165.
C82/3, m.71; Campbell, i, pp.81 and 412.
LP 1,4385; LP I ii, 2222 (4). LP XVI, 305 (31).
LPV, 838(5). LP XII ii, 1008 (24).
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vacancy with 12d. a day, in April 1544.1 In addition, as David Starkey has pointed out, only
five of the Privy Chamber staff of 15 were in receipt of wages before January 1526.2

Other rewards and privileges
As well as the payments already mentioned, the yeomen were often among royal servants
who were rewarded by a single sum of money, irrespective of whether they received the crown
fee or wages. One of those without remuneration was John Spynell, a yeoman of the crown
who had evidently 'borne great costs and charges in our service ... from the beginning of our
reign and afore' without recompense or reward. He was awarded the sum of £6.15s. 4 Id. in
June 1486, to be paid from the town of Shrewsbury.3 Thomas Broke and Thomas Dey, yeomen
of the Guard, received a reward of £19 on 25 November 1506,4 and two yeomen of the crown,
Robert Harrison (in receipt of the crown fee) and William Young (without the fee), shared a
reward of £60 with another royal servant in December 1493.5 Amounts totalling £33. 6s. 8d.
were shared between three yeomen of the Chamber, John Lugar, William Studdon, and John
Whalley, on 24 January 1501.6 Rewards were often from sums forfeited by those failing to
appear before justices on a certain day, or by gaolers who allowed a prisoner to escape. Three
yeomen of the Guard shared a reward of £20 in March 1500, when Thomas Winter, Richard
Stapull and Thomas Basshe were granted the sum forfeited by a carter of London who failed to
appear when summoned.7 A reward of £20 was shared in similar circumstances by Richard
Lewes, John Champyne and William Catcote, three members of the Guard, in September 1546.8
On 25 November in an unspecified year which was probably 1508, a forfeit of £5, payable for
the escape of a prisoner in Gloucestershire, was awarded to Robert Thomas of the Guard,9 and
Maurice Eton was rewarded with the £5 fine exacted for an escape in Wales in September
1546.10
One of the privileges granted by the sovereign to the yeomen as a group of royal retainers
was the payment of 40s. annually, to celebrate the feast of St. David on 1 March. This was
evidently in recognition of the number of Welshmen in the Guard, and Henry VII's privy

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

LP XIX i, 442 (22).
Starkey thesis, p.165.
E404/79, m.329; Campbell, i, p.445.
E404/86, m.42.
E404/81/3, unnumbered.
E404/83, unnumbered.
Ibid.
LP XXI ii, 199 (90).
E404/86, m.28.
LP XXI i, 963 (125).
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purse expenses in 1492, 1494 and 1503 actually show the payment 'to the Welshmen'.1 Later
payments for the feast of St. David, recorded in Henry VIII's privy purse accounts for the years
1530 to 1532,2 are shown as made to the Guard. Occasionally the Guard received a sum of
money for a feast in the summer. The privy purse accounts of Henry VII's queen, Elizabeth of
York, record a payment of 20s. in August 1502 for a buck to reward the king's Guard, and in
August 1531 40s. was paid from Henry VIII's privy purse 'by the king's commandment to the
Guard for to eat a buck at Woodstock'.4 The Guard was not the only group of royal servants to
receive this form of appreciation, however. In July 1516 the king rewarded the ministers and
gentlemen of his Chapel with 40s. for wine, to drink with the venison he had already given to
them, 'to make merry with'.5 The provision of venison seems to have been a popular means of
showing goodwill, since in July 1541 the king sent to the lord mayor of London, Sir William
Roche, by 'Philiper', one of the Guard, a great stag and two fat bucks 'to make merry with his
brethren the Aldermen'.6
As individuals, members of the Guard were rewarded by special gifts or payments in
different personal circumstances. These might be in recompense for lost wages after prolonged
absence due to illness, or following some particular misfortune.

In November 1518, for

instance, Sir Richard Jemingham, the deputy at Toumai, was commanded to pay to Richard
Donolte, yeoman of the Guard late in the retinue of Toumai, his wages at 8d. a day from 1
October previously and henceforward, in consideration of the losses he had sustained by long
sickness and by the burning of his house.7 The reason for Richard Heyboume's grant of 12d. a
day for life in February 1529 is not indicated.8 Payments to him at this rate appear in the
accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber, where he is shown as 'late of the Guard'.9
Several yeomen received a gift from the king to mark the occasion of their marriage. In
the accounts of Peter Curteis, keeper of the Great Wardrobe, between 1 March 1487 and 30
September 1488, Richard Newneham is shown as having received black cloth and chamlette as

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.

BL Additional Ms. 7099, pp.3 and 15; S. Bentley, Excerpta Historica (1831), pp.90,97 and 130. See also BL
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Sir Harris Nicolas, ed., Privy Purse Expences of Henry VIII from November 1529 to December 1532 (1827)
[hereafter PPE Henry VIII], pp.28,114 and 197.
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PPE Henry VIU, p.156.
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pp.126-7.
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a gift from the king 'towards his marriage'.1 The custom of giving wedding clothing to royal
servants is shown in the household accounts of Edward IV and in those of Elizabeth of York.
In March 1502 William Pastone, page of the queen's beds, was rewarded with 40s. for the
purchase of his wedding clothing.2 By Henry VIII's time varying sums of money were given to
the yeomen on marriage. William Wynnesbury and James Gartside each received £6.13s. 4d. in
June 1510 and November/December 1516 respectively.3

They may have been specially

favoured yeomen, since later in the reign the recorded payments were less generous. In May
1531 John West received £3.6s. 8d.4 and in June 1532 John Holland was rewarded with £5.5
A further form of reward was the privilege of importing or exporting goods, without
having to pay the usual duty. A licence was granted to John Holland and William Walesse to
import 600 tons of Gascon wine or Toulouse woad in February 1514,6 and Walter Jago and
Bartholomew Flamank were licensed to export 1,000 quarters of com in January 1516.7 An
example of the kind of service which preceded such grants can be seen in the details of Adam
Sampson's licence to export 300 quarters of wheat, free of duty. This is shown in the privy seal
document of 5 April 1531, as granted 'in consideration of the said Adam having caused to be
made a ship for the king's navy, called the Trinity Guild [Trynyte Gilde], of 240 tons'.8 It seems
likely that those granted such licences were traders or in a business venture of some kind,
which will be discussed in chapter 6.
Another way in which some of the yeoman were rewarded by the king for their good
service was by promotion to sergeant at arms. Appointment to this office was by letters
patent, and the fee of 12d. a day was paid for life, irrespective of attendance. The majority of
those who served as sergeant at arms were drawn from the Guard, and recruitment was
particularly active just before a military campaign.
Several yeomen enjoyed an additional income from property leases on advantageous
terms. In May 1502, for example, William Maddockes was granted, during pleasure, certain
buildings and gardens in the parish of St. Giles without Cripplegate. The property did not
exceed 7 marks in yearly value, but was held at a rent of one red rose annually at
Midsummer.9 Another yeoman, John Geffron, was granted tenements of the yearly value of
1.
2.
3.
4.

Campbell, ii, p.497.
Nicolas, p.4.
E36/215, fos.32r and 240r.
PPE Henry VIII, p.131.

5.

Ibid., p.218.

6.
7.
8.
9.

LP 1,4797.
LP Hi, 1464.
LPV, 220 (7).
CPR Henry VII, ii, p.271. Also Ibid., p.269 and LP I i, 257 (56).
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£10, at an annual rent of 4d., in May 1513.1 These particular privileges

will be further

elaborated in chapter 6.
Members of the Guard were also able to benefit from their appointment to a variety of
crown offices in the localities. Some of these offices were indicated in chapter 1, set out in
Table 1, p.15, and will be fully described in chapter 5.
Towards the end of their long and loyal service, some of the yeomen received a particular
appointment. Henry Spencer, yeoman of the crown, was especially valued by Henry VII, and
on 29 October 1493 he was appointed for life as one of the knights of the king's alms in the
royal college of Windsor, 'in consideration of his good service in his youth to Henry VI and his
tribulations and losses sustained through his allegiance to Henry VI'.2 Similarly, in 1542 Henry
VIE granted the position of an alms-man of the foundation of the cathedral church of
Canterbury to John Lufton.3 Several yeomen were appointed to serve in the Tower of London,
where they were paid quarterly, at the rate of 6d. a day. An allowance of 26s. 8d. for firewood
was also made to the group half-yearly.4 In Henry VII's time these particular yeomen, usually
numbering twelve, were referred to as 'certain of the yeomen of our crown and Chamber
giving their attendance by our commandment within our Tower of London'.5 During Henry
VIII's reign this description was sometimes shortened to 'the yeomen at the Tower',6 and in the
latter part of the reign, when the number had increased to fourteen or sixteen, the term
'yeomen waiters' or 'daily waiters' was applied to them.7 Among the former yeomen of the
Guard serving at the Tower in this way during the two reigns were Oliver Turner (who
became porter there), John Whittington (who became under-porter and later porter), Henry
Hopkins, William Maddockes, David John or Jones, John Williams, Henry Southworth, Hugh
Braband and Edmond Huntwade.8 Most of the yeomen at the Tower can be identified as
former yeomen of the Guard or yeomen of the queen's Chamber.
Some assistance was occasionally given to widows of the yeomen. In July 1530 Elizabeth
Fisher, widow of Richard Fisher, yeoman of the crown, was granted an annuity of 10 marks
from the revenues of the manor of Wexcombe, Wiltshire, during the minority of Edward
Darell, kinsman and heir of Sir Edward Darell.9 This annuity had originally been granted to
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

LP 1,3998; LP I ii, 1948 (14).
CPR Henry VII, i, p.455.
Hennell, p.83.
E36/215, f.86v; BL Stowe Ms. 554, f.39v; E101 /417/7, m.118.
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Richard Fisher and his wife Elizabeth in survivorship in March 1486, during the minority of
Edward, duke of Buckingham, so long as the manor remained in the king's hands.1 Anne
Greenhill, widow of Andrew Greenhill, was granted a 21-years' lease of Beryhouse and Bery
mill, with fields and pastures adjacent, in the lordship of Redmarley Dabitot, Worcestershire, in
January 1536, at an annual rent of £4 and 12d. increase, on surrender of her husband's lease.
Rewards to the yeomen also came from the nobility, usually for a particular service. On
New Year's day 1525 the earl of Rutland rewarded the yeomen ushers of the king's Chamber
with 3s. 4d., as well as giving 20s. to the pages of the king's Chamber and 3s. 4d. to the
henchmen.3 The duke of Buckingham was notably generous in rewarding members of the
Guard, although this fact was cited in evidence against him at the time of his downfall in 1521.
The payment of 6s. 8d. which the duke made to John Haywood for bringing news from the earl
of Surrey from Ireland in October 15204 was not excessive, but the £5 rewarded to Hugh ap
Howell in January 1521, for presenting the duke with a N ew Year's gift from the king,5
perhaps does appear so. Nevertheless, the same sum was given to a servant of the queen at the
time,6 and the rate of reward to servants conveying such gifts clearly differed in accordance
with the status of the giver. The earl of Rutland's accounts show that the servants delivering
N ew Year presents in 1525 from the earl and countess of Devon each received 6s. 8d.,7 whereas
the servant who took the queen's gift to lady Rutland in 1537 was rewarded with 22s. 6d.8
Minor rewards of an informal nature show that members of the Guard performed a small
service to aristocrats at court, no doubt because they happened to be available there. The
accounts of Henry Courtenay, earl of Devon, include a payment of 4d. on 27 January 1519, 'to a
yeoman of the Guard in the king's Chamber for keeping of gages when my lord played at
shuffle a board'.9

The Guard’s complement
The foundation of the Guard in 1485 marked part of the changes which took place in the
royal household following Henry VII's accession. In the absence of any firm evidence it is not
possible to state the initial size of the corps with certainty, but the likely complement may be
1.
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

CPR Henry VII, i, p.81.
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assessed. One method of discovering the strength of the Guard at any time would be by
referring to wages accounts, but these are not available early in the reign. Later accounts will
be considered, after examining near-contemporary reports and exploring other methods.
Hall states that the number in Henry VII's Guard was greater than had previously been
known to give daily attendance upon the monarch,1 but he does not say what the number was.
Although Vergil gives a figure of about 200,2 and Bacon only 50,3 no formal information exists
on the size of the Guard at its inception.

From the sources already cited, the names of

approximately 100 yeomen have been identified for the first year or two of Henry VII's reign.
Presumably this would have been the minimum number in the earliest years, and it bears
comparison with the Scots bodyguard of the French king, mentioned in the Introduction.
During the 1470s, in addition to the captain and two men at arms, this bodyguard consisted of
25 archers of the body and 77 archers of the guard, a total of 105.4
Later in Henry VII's reign, documents concerned with particular events provide an
indication of the number of personnel in his Guard. A force of 200 is suggested by the king's
stated intention to 'subdue in person' insurrections in the north of England in April 1489, when
he ordered 200 pairs of brigandines (a form of body armour) for 'yeomen'.5 The author of 'An
Italian Relation', in his report of 1498 for the Venetian envoy, Andrea Trevisan, commented of
Henry VII that 'the military escort who compose his guard [and] are from 150 to 200 in
number'.6 On the other hand, the Milanese envoy Raimondo de Soncino reported to the duke
of Milan, Ludovico Sforza, in 1497 that Henry's bodyguard was supposed to number fewer
than 100 'although he is now living in a forest district which is unfortified'.7 A force of 200
may have been considered the appropriate size for an escort where there was likely to be real
danger. The earl of Northumberland, writing to the duke of Norfolk in 1529, stated that the
wardens of the Northern Marches had always had 200 men about their own person as well as
300 in the garrison.8 When Henry VII met the archduke Philip of Austria during a month's
visit to Calais in 1500, however, it is recorded that, in addition to lords, knights and gentlemen,
80 of the Guard were in attendance.9
1.
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6.
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8.
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It is probable that normally a proportion of the corps would be on duty at any time, the
whole force being commanded to attend only when required for special events. For important
ceremonial occasions at home, for example, a much larger retinue was used. At the ceremonies
marking the marriage of Prince Arthur with Katherine of Aragon in November 1501 the
yeomen of the Guard were reported by a herald to number 300.1 This was also the total of the
Guard recorded in the great procession which took place the day before Henry VIII's
coronation.2 The only extant list of yeomen of the Guard for the whole of Henry VII's reign is
in the lord chamberlain's records, showing in three different groups the names of those who
were to receive livery of black cloth for the king's funeral on 11 May 1509.3 This contains a
total of 193 names, some of which are known only by this source, shown in Appendix A.
The supply of apparel and equipment for the Guard also gives some indication of its
likely size at the time.

On 2 November 1501 the keeper of the Great Wardrobe was

commanded by the king to deliver to John Fligh, yeoman of the Robes, 100 jackets of white and
green cloth 'of the second sort' (that is not the best sort) for the yeomen of the Guard.4 Part of
an account of John Heron, treasurer of the Chamber, dating from c.1505, shows that £200 was
paid to John Vandelf for making 200 rich jackets for the king's Guard.5 In May 1495 the
Exchequer officials were authorized by the king to pay to Sir Charles Somerset, captain of the
Guard, £27.10s. to buy 110 sheaves of arrows for the Guard, at 5s. a sheaf,6 and £18. 6s.8d. for
110 bows, at 3s. 4d. each.7 In June 1496 John Young, the king's fletcher, delivered 100 sheaves
of arrows for the use of the Guard, with cases and girdles.8
The variation in the total wages recorded each month by the treasurer of the Chamber
indicates that the number of yeomen in attendance fluctuated by ten or more in different
months, assuming that all were paid at the normal rate of 12d. a day.
One of the reasons for the fluctuation in the numbers attending the king appears to have
been absenteeism. Although permission was often given for the duties of certain local offices
to be carried out by a deputy, service within the royal household was expected to be
performed in person. The problem is indicated by an Act of Parliament of 1488, which stated
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that yeomen and grooms of the king's Chamber were to give their attendance upon the king.1
Absenteeism continued to be a recurring problem into the next reign, as will be shown in due
course.
From the evidence contained in the various sources discussed, it therefore appears that
the Guard's complement stood at a minimum of 100 in the earlier years of the reign of its
founder. The number on duty clearly varied according to circumstances, and it is possible that
an increase took place in 1495, at the time of the treason charges against the lord chamberlain

ifcKe--Pttfh*er
andjlord steward of the household. While the normal attendance on the king in his Chamber
appears to have ranged from 50 to 70, the corps was readily available for special ceremonial
occasions and in times of war, when it could be augmented as required. This was achieved, at
least in part, by commanding the services of all of the yeomen of the crown, including those
who did not attend regularly at court but nevertheless were engaged upon the king's business.

Reforms of 1490’s to 1515
It has already been noted that the size of the Guard was not constant, and although the
number of yeomen on duty fluctuated, little evidence is available to assess the changes in
Henry VII's Guard. Possibly the household reforms of the 1490's affected the corps in some
way not now discernible, apart from a slight increase in the number on duty. The surviving
documentary evidence from 1493 regarding payment of the Guard's wages from the revenues
of the port of Southampton seems to indicate that a change had recently taken place. While the
Guard of 300 on the occasion of Prince Arthur's marriage in 15012 may seem an exaggeration,
it does not appear so excessive when compared with the 100 persons attending the young duke
of York at this event.3 The figure of 300 is also recorded for the Guard on several occasions in
Henry VIII's time, apart from the great procession which took place the day before his
coronation in June 1509,4 already noted.

These are contained in two reports made by

diplomats in 1515,5 and in a description of the procession connected with the proceedings of
the Order of the Garter in 1519.6 [See chapter 3.]
Undoubtedly the most dramatic rise in the size of the Guard took place in 1513, in
readiness for Henry VIII's war with France.
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It is well documented that the king was

accompanied by his Guard, numbering 600, in the campaign during the summer of 1513.1 This
will be fully discussed in chapter 4. As part of the drastic economy drive in the royal finances
during 1515, however, 170 yeomen of the Chamber were discharged of their daily attendance
on the king in June. They were granted 4d. a day for life, to be paid quarterly, and were to
hold themselves available to serve the king whenever commanded.

The first quarterly

payment was made to them by the treasurer of the Chamber in September 1515.2
It was probably at about this time that a deputy to the vice-chamberlain and captain of the
Guard was introduced. Despite the formalization of the office of vice-chamberlain in the later
years of Henry VII's reign there were occasions when both the lord chamberlain and his
deputy were absent.

This was the case when the festival of St. George was celebrated at

Greenwich in April 1516. Sir John Peche was named as deputy to the vice-chamberlain in a
herald's report of the event.3 Peche was also described as deputy captain of the Guard in a
petition by one of the Guard which referred to the date of 1 May 1517, although the date of the
document itself is illegible.4 A herald's detailed description of the ceremony to honour St.
George and the noble Order of the Garter which took place in 1519 names Sir Robert Wingfield
as the deputy to Sir Henry Mamey, captain of the Guard.5 These instances are the only
indication found for the early Tudor period of an additional officer in the Guard deputizing for
the captain, but the position does not appear to have been formalized.

Reforms of 1519
When the garrison at Toumai was finally dismissed in 1519, following Henry VIII's
agreement to hand back the city to French jurisdiction, the unknown number of the Guard still
serving there had to return to England.6 Hall's account of this event shows that a similar
arrangement was made for them as for those discharged in 15151In the end of March the king sent for all the yeomen of [the] Guard
that were come from Toumai, and after many good words given to
them, he granted to them 4d. the day without attendance, except they
were specially commanded.7
Some further expansion again took place in 1520, when 200 of the Guard were selected to
accompany Henry VIII to the Field of Cloth of Gold, while it was planned to send 400 others to
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Ireland with the earl of Surrey. These events will be described in chapters 3 and 4 respectively.
Following further military activity in France and Brittany in the early 1520s, a major attempt
was made to reorganize the royal household and reduce expenses.

This resulted in a

completely new set of ordinances which were discussed with the king at Eltham palace during
Christmas 1525, subsequently becoming known as the Eltham ordinances of 1526.1

Reforms of 1526
The Eltham ordinances were devised after a period of war and, as David Starkey has
shown, they were the result both of Wolsey's political manoeuvring and a genuine need to
reduce the size of the royal household, which had become inefficient and unwieldy, partly due
to previous piecemeal changes over a number of years.2 The ordinances stated that with the
coming of peace it was possible to reorganize the royal household, which had been disrupted
by the recent wars. Wolsey personally set out the regulations for the Privy Chamber, which he
was anxious to keep under his own control, but the streamlining of the rest of the household
was delegated to the comptroller, for the household generally, and the vice-chamberlain and
captain of the Guard, for the outer Chamber.3

For the first time in a royal household

ordinance, a substantial section was included on the regulations for the king's Guard, which
was the responsibility of the vice-chamberlain.

This section, headed 'Diminution and

reformation of the Guard',4 stated that, because of the late wars, the king had increased the
number in his Guard 'above that which was accustomed', and as this number was no longer
needed, a reduction was to be made to a certain level. The yeomen ushers were to be included
in the total complement, and were to be chosen by the king. Although a space was left for the
number at which the Guard was to be established, this was never filled in, and no indication
was given of the number to be discharged. According to Hall 64 were discharged,5 while
Holinshed gives the total as 84.6
The ordinances indicate that the lately inflated size of the Guard had caused problems in
overcrowding in the king's hall and in lodgings nearby. The situation had been worsened by
the presence of servants of the yeomen, each of whom had one or two lads or simple servants
in the court. Therefore it was stipulated that in future none of the Guard would be permitted
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to keep any servants in the court or to allow them to enter it. Penalties for disobeying this
ruling would be, for the first offence the loss of three days' wages, for the second a week's
wages, for the third a month's wages, and for the fourth loss of office. The yeomen remaining
in the Guard were to continue to receive wages of 12d. a day, with any other allowances which
they had at the time. As for those discharged, it was the king's pleasure that they should be
made yeomen of the crown.

In consideration of their service, a special arrangement was

provided: those who held no office from the king to the value of 2d. a day would receive 6d. a
day, and those who did hold offices worth 2d. a day would receive 4d. a day. Payment was to
be made quarterly or half yearly by the treasurer of the king's Chamber and the discharged
yeomen were given permission to return to their homes and to hold themselves ready to serve
the king when commanded. It was expressly stated that these payments were personal to
them, becoming extinct on their death.

This statement was necessary because the normal

practice on the death of a yeoman in receipt of the crown fee was to grant the fee to another
yeoman. The discharged yeomen were therefore effectively pensioned off on half pay. This
was similar to the arrangement made for former yeomen discharged of attendance in 1515 and
1519, all of whom, however, had been granted 4d. a day. At the end of 1545,147 yeomen were
still receiving their 4d. a day, and 40 were receiving 6d. a day.1
Many questions are raised by the statements made in the Eltham ordinances relating to
the total of personnel in the Guard. What was the established number intended to be? What
was the 'accustomed number' referred to? How many were in office at the time the ordinances
were drawn up? How many were discharged?
In view of the considerable fluctuations in the size of the Guard, it is difficult to conjecture
what was the 'accustomed' number referred to and how far back in time one should go in
order to determine this. It may be possible, however, to make an estimate from information
contained in two documents of a later date. The first is a list of yeomen ushers, containing 23
names and shown as 'paid with the Guard'.2 From the names on this list, it can be assigned to
a date no later than 1523. Thomas Jackson had died by 10 August that year and Roger Becke
had been appointed a sergeant at arms by 10 October. The importance of the list lies not only
in the likely date but in the number of yeomen ushers, since this could give some guidance to
the probable total in the Guard at the time. By referring to other lists of the Guard it is possible
to see what proportion of the whole were yeomen ushers.

Figures taken from official

documents spanning fifty years, from 1496 to 1546, are shown in Table 5, p.41. Judging from
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Table 5: Numbers of yeomen ushers and yeomen of the Chamber, 1496-1546
Year

Yeomen ushers

Yeomen

1496
1502
1503
1508
1509
1510
1512
1514
1546

8
3
14
8
10
10
9
11
16

67
53
72
73
83
69
75
159
112

Reference
E101/414/8, f.53
E101/415/7, f.152
LC 2/1, f.61
E101/416/7, unfol.
E101/417/3, f.33
E101/417/3, f.57
E101/417/6, f.54
E101/418/5, f.27
E179/69/56

these, a total of 23 yeomen ushers indicates that the Guard must have been about 180 strong at
the time of its reform in 1526.
The second document relating to the king's Guard which gives a clue to the 'accustomed'
number is an undated manuscript of the lord chamberlain's office. This shows the cost of the
wages of eight yeomen of the Guard increased above the number of 80, 'which be the whole
ordinary by the king's book, every of them at £24 per annum',1 totalling £192. Clearly, this
indicates that the Guard numbered 80 previously. Incidentally, the figure was misinterpreted
as 24 in A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations of the Royal Household, where the total sum for
wages is also erroneously given as £136.2 These errors are repeated in Letters and Papers.3 The
wage of £24 per annum also contains a clue as to the likely date of the manuscript, since
increases in household salaries and wages took place in Cromwell's reforms of 1540, when the
Counting House again became the source of staff wages.4 The daily rate of 12d. previously
paid would have equalled £18.5s. per annum, assuming attendance on every day of the year.
The strength of the Guard is shown as 80 in two other manuscripts, both dating from
c.1540, under the headings 'Paid in the exchequer and by the treasurer of the Chamber now
charged in the household',5 and 'Wages now paid in the household which heretofore hath been
paid in the receipt and by the hands of the treasurer of the king's chamber'.6 It is therefore
certain that 80 was settled as the normal complement of the Guard at some point of time before
1540, and this is most likely to have been when the Guard was reformed in 1526.

The

increased complement of 88 referred to in the document mentioned above agrees closely with
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the 89 listed by William Dunche, a royal servant, in 1539/40, which includes the yeomen
ushers but does not identify them.1 From the evidence cited, then, it may be concluded that
the Accustomed' number referred to in the Eltham ordinances was 80, that the size of the
Guard at the 1526 reduction was about 180, and that, since the figure of 80 was clearly
adopted, about 100 must have been discharged of daily attendance.

A force of 80 has a

significance historically, as Henry VII was accompanied by 80 of the Guard when he visited
France in 1500,2 although this was unlikely to have been the whole corps.
As already stated, the discharged yeomen were to be paid at the rate of 6d. a day if they
had no other office from the king, or at 4d. a day if they had offices worth 2d. a day or more.
By consulting the royal accounts it is possible to calculate the approximate number receiving
6d. a day, as a group of yeomen paid at this rate appears for the first time in December 1528,
when the first quarterly figures are available after 1526.3 The sum shown of £107. 6s. 6d.
corresponds to a number of approximately 47 yeomen. A difficulty arises in the number of
discharged yeomen receiving 4d. a day, as the figure for this group, £417.11s. 8d., indicates a
total of approximately 273 yeomen.4 Payment at this rate was already being made to those
dismissed in 1515s and in 1519.6 From September 1518 to September 1519 the wages increased
from £506. 7s. 8d. to £608.15s. 4d., indicating a rise in the number of yeomen from 331 to 397?
Royal accounts for 1525 show a quarterly payment signifying about 316 yeomen,8 so it is
impossible to be precise about the number in this category who were discharged in 1526. Since
many of the Guard held one or more offices from the king, however, it may be assumed that
these totalled at least as many as those who held none, so that the number of 47 may
legitimately be doubled.
While those discharged from office no doubt felt aggrieved, retrenchment was not in itself
an unusual occurrence, as has already been noted. The most radical change in the Eltham
ordinances relating to the yeomen of the Guard affected those who remained. This was the
regulation forbidding the yeomen to keep any servants in the court, or to allow them to enter
it. Why should this be such a severe loss? An indication is given in the ordinances, where it is
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stated that the yeomen T>e not able at their own charge to give sufficient and honest living' to
their servants.1 This suggests that the servants of the Guard were kept at court partly at the
king's expense. The Guard must have been by far the largest group of royal servants, and thus
particularly vulnerable to reduction. There is evidence, for instance, that the Guard had an
allocation of stabling for 120 horses and 60 beds for servants at about this time.2 Although
restrictions were also imposed on the numbers of servants that other officers were allowed to
take into the court,3 members of the Guard appear to have been the only group to be totally
denied the presence of any of their personal servants. Elsewhere in the ordinances reference is
made to the 'great confusion, annoyance, infection, trouble and dishonour that ensueth by the
numbers as well of sickly, impotent, unable and unmeet persons as to rascals and vagabonds
now spread, remaining and being in all the court, whereby also such noblemen and other of
good behaviour as be allowed to have bouch of court be oftentimes disappointed of the same'.4
In the section on the Guard it is stated that their servants added to the annoyance, infection
and confusion at court, and no doubt part of the annoyance was concerned with difficulties
experienced over bouch of court.

As the servants were no longer to be allowed at court,

presumably the members of the Guard would have to allow them some recompense at their
own cost, just as some yeomen had received board wages from the king when the corps
became too large to be accommodated within the household. [See chapter 4.]
There was a further reason why the loss of the servants' presence at court was so keenly
felt by the Guard. According to Hall, the king was sometimes served by the servants of the
Guard rather than the yeomen themselves.5 The ordinances did in fact stipulate that all
officers of the Chamber and household were to serve in person, and not by any substitute or
other servants under them.6 As mentioned earlier, this was a recurring problem and service
within the royal household was expected to be performed in person. Therefore, the yeomen of
the Guard not only had to find subsistence for their servants in future, but had to attend at
court in person, thus curtailing their activities on any private business in which they were
involved. Naturally, their personal fortunes varied; and as they grew older and less active they
would be more likely to be adversely affected by a drop in their anticipated income. The
yeomen who held other offices which could be served by deputies presumably still received
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income from these sources if they were unable to carry out the duties themselves. It was the
yeomen without any other royal appointment who were the worst afflicted by their discharge
from the Guard. Hall states that many of the Guard were far advanced in age, and that young
men were put in the places of those discharged.1 This statement certainly indicates a radical
change in the personnel of the Guard.

Obviously, something had to be done about a

bodyguard which was becoming old and feeble, and the general reorganization of the royal
household presented a suitable occasion.
The Eltham ordinances also introduced a separation of the offices of vice-chamberlain and
captain of the Guard. These appear separately in the list of officers who were to serve on a
reconstituted council.2 In addition, the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber for April 1529
indicate that bills for wages of Chamber personnel were signed by the vice-chamberlain and
the captain of the Guard.3 Sir John Gage is shown as vice-chamberlain in the royal accounts of
1528-9,4 when Sir William Kingston was captain of the Guard. The two offices were again
combined, however, when Sir Anthony Wingfield was appointed vice-chamberlain and captain
of the Guard, by 12 March 1539.5

Reforms of 1539/40
The provisions of the Eltham ordinances probably effected the most radical reform of the
Guard since its foundation. The Cromwellian household reforms of 1539/40 increased wage
rates generally and altered the source of wage payments, restoring to the cofferer of the
household responsibility for paying household staff, as in previous reigns. From this time
members of the Guard received £24 per annum. The Guard's complement of 80, set at the time
of the Eltham ordinances, was evidently found to be insufficient for the king's needs since, as
shown earlier, the 1540 reforms added a further eight members.6 But even this number did not
endure for long. In 1544, probably due to the French campaign of that year, the Guard had
increased to 130,7 and by July the number had reached 500.8 The subsidy list of 1546 for the
royal household names 128 yeomen of the Guard, including 16 yeomen ushers.9
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Although Thomas CromwelTs reforms increased the Guard to 88, it was apparently
sometimes difficult to find suitable recruits. In a letter to Cromwell of 31 March 1539, Sir
Thomas Cheyne informed him that "the muster of the three hundreds in the Downs was very
unsatisfactory, both in number and in personages; not one man seemed meet to be of the
King's Guard'.1
Perhaps partly arising from this difficulty, Cromwell's reforms also instituted another
body of royal servants. It was originally planned that this corps should consist of one hundred
gentlemen of good birth, but the figure was subsequently halved to fifty.2 Possibly Henry VIII
was planning to follow the example of Louis XI of France, who in 1474 had formed a company
of one hundred gentlemen who were experienced soldiers, each with two archers, to share
protective duties with his ancient Scots bodyguard.3 Unlike the case of the yeomen of the
Guard, the foundation of the fifty gentlemen, later known as the spears or gentlemen at arms,
is well documented. The reasons for instituting the new group of courtiers are indicated in a
draft order4 which refers to absenteeism in the king's Chamber, resulting in an insufficient
number to wait upon him, as well as the need for young gentlemen to be trained in the arts of
combat. The draft document also states that, like the yeomen of the Guard, the gentlemen
were to serve in the king's Chamber, but whereas the yeomen of the Guard bore halberds, the
gentlemen were to bear bills or pole axes. It also specified that the gentlemen were to receive
livery gowns of velvet for winter and satin or damask for summer. The ordinances for this
new band of gentlemen at arms survive only in an Elizabethan copy, which is more specific
about the place of duty of the gentlemen, indicating that they were to serve the queen in the
Presence Chamber.5 No evidence has been found to indicate the effect on the Guard of the
newly-created gentlemen at arms.

Later changes
Some changes of personnel in the Guard took place in 1545. N ew appointees recorded in
the State Papers, with a wage of £24 per annum, were:-6
Geoffrey Cawerden
Roger Emerson
William Courtney
Thomas Edwardes
John Baugh
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Geoffrey Keyting
Richard ap Robert
William Cartwright
Davy Williams
John Dewell

Edward Lawes
Oliver Tatam
Francis Wilmott
John Beswike
Randall Rigges

LP XIV i, 633.
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Those who were to be discharged, with 6d. a day for life, were named as:-1
David Phillips
Ralph Holford
John Hayman
John Tilcock
Reynold Whitakers

John Belson
William Oliver
William Gibbes
Christopher Chapman

Thomas Gittons
Thomas Battersbie minor
Robert Gibbes
Thomas Battersbie

John Belson was also to have the reversion of office as a yeoman waiter in the Tower.2
Only one yeoman, John Perpoint, was to be discharged with a rate of 4d. a day for life.3
The document in the State Papers detailing these changes can be used to date
approximately the list of the Guard appearing in A Collection of Ordinances and Regulations of the
Royal Household, where it is assigned to 1526,4 and to verify another in William Dunche's
account of royal household personnel, which is stated to be of 1539/40.5

Those newly

appointed appear on the former list (with the exception of Richard ap Robert, John Dewell and
Randall Rigges), while all of those listed above as discharged in 1545 (with the exception of
John Hayman) are included on Dunche's list. The former list therefore shows the Guard after
the 1545 changes and the latter before they took place.

Officers of the Guard
Although the names of captains of the Guard are known, their precise dates of
appointment have not been found, with one exception, as shown below.
Date appointed
By 1 March 1486
? 1508
12 May 1509
? 1523
By 12 March 1539

Sir Charles Somerset (later Lord Herbert,
earl of Worcester)6
Lord Darcy (to 11 May 1509)7
Sir Henry Mamey (later Lord Mamey)8
Sir William Kingston9
Sir Anthony Wingfield10

In addition, Sir Richard Jemingham was captain of the Guard at Toumai, from 1513 to
1519,11 when the garrison there was dismissed.
Since the captains were knights or peers, information about them is available in printed
sources and it is not considered necessary to repeat this here. A few instances relating to their
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activities with the Guard are relevant. Sir Charles Somerset's role as captain of the Guard is
shown in an Exchequer record of war payments covering Henry VII's French campaign in the
latter part of 1492.1 Further Exchequer accounts of May 1495 indicate that payments were
made to Somerset as captain of the Guard for the supply of bows and arrows for the yeomen.2
Somerset is also mentioned as being present with the Guard at the creation of prince Henry as
duke of York in 1494,3 and in 1501 he was commanded to see that the Guard was suitably
arrayed and ranged for the official reception at court of Princess Katherine of Aragon.4
It is not known when Lord Darcy became captain of the Guard. He is shown as holding
the office in a warrant to the keeper of the Great Wardrobe dated 1 December 1508, ordering
livery of cloth for 'watching clothing' for the personnel of the king's Chamber.5

His

appointment probably dated from about 30 May 1508, when Charles Somerset (by then Lord
Herbert) became lord chamberlain. On 11 May 1509 Darcy headed the Guard for the last time,
on the occasion of Henry VII's funeral.6
Sir Henry Mamey was appointed to the posts of vice-chamberlain and captain of the
Guard from 12 May 15097 His patent stated that he was to serve 'in as ample a manner and
form as the Lord Herbert or the Lord Darcy', which indicates that his two predecessors also
held both offices. Mamey's patent represents the first formal recognition of the office of vicechamberlain.

Wardrobe warrants of November 1509,December

1510,January 1512 and

December 1514 for personnel of the king's Chamber show his entitlement tolivery of cloth as
captain of the Guard.8 Mamey served in the French campaign of 1513, when he had the
misfortune to suffer a broken leg, caused by a kick from a horse as the troops were
assembling.9 In 1521, accompanied by 100 of the Guard, Mamey was responsible for arresting
the duke of Buckingham, in the king's name.10
Sir William Kingston was appointed captain of the Guard following Mamey's death,
which occurred on 24 May 1523.11 It is not known whether he was initially appointed vice
chamberlain as well, but the two posts were evidently separated by 1526.12 Nevertheless,
1.
2.
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4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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Kingston was described in Dunche's manuscript as vice-chamberlain and captain of the
Guard.1 The accounts of Andrew Windsor, keeper of the Great Wardrobe, show that Kingston
received livery of cloth as captain of the Guard in November 1524.2 On 17 March 1531
Kingston was paid his expenses of £41.10s.l0d. incurred in travelling north with 24 of the
Guard to attach cardinal Wolsey.3
Sir Anthony Wingfield's appointment as vice-chamberlain and captain of the Guard had
been made by 12 March 1539.4 On 24 July 1544 Wingfield was camped, with 500 of the Guard,
at Causey Point, just outside Calais, in readiness to join the rest of the army with the king for
the French campaign.5 During this campaign Sir Richard Southwell, vice-treasurer of the
middle ward (the king's ward) was commanded to deliver sums of money to Wingfield as
captain of the Guard, for wage payments.6
One of the developments in the Guard during the later part of Henry VII's reign was the
introduction of the office of clerk of the cheque to the Guard. The first reference to this office
occurs at the beginning of the next reign, when the office-holder, Thomas Broke, sued for a
pardon from Henry VIII.7 The role of this officer was to check those on duty each day, for
appropriate payment of their wages, which he paid from cash received from the treasurer of
the Chamber. He also made payments to various tradesmen supplying materials and other
items for the Guard, as well as for transport of the Guard's jackets and equipment. Following
Broke's promotion to sergeant at arms in May 1513,® Lawrence Eglisfeld held the office. By a
warrant of 24 June 1513 John Daunce was authorized to pay £2,000 from the war revenues to
Eglisfeld, as clerk of the cheque to the Guard, for the Guard's wages.9 Eglisfeld continued in
office until his death, which occurred between 7 July and 1 October 1531.10 He was followed
by Griffith Rede,11 who was in office for less than two years, since he had died by 8 February
1533.12 Possibly Rede had been in poor health, since a few months before his death he had
signified his willingness to vacate the office in favour of Robert Delwood, or Woode. One
Robert Norwych wrote to Thomas Cromwell on 13 October 1532 in support of 'my brother
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W oode' for the office, if it should please the king.1 Crom well's 'Rem em brances' of November
1532 include the cryptic note 'Robert Dell W oode and Griffith Reede'.2

In October 1533

Delwood was described as clerk of the cheque of the king's G uard w hen granted the crown fee
of 6d. a d ay for life.3 Robert Delwood held the office until his death, which had occurred by
June 1540.4 On 27 October 1540 John Piers was described as clerk of the cheque to the Guard
in the patent granting him the fee of the crown vice Robert Delwood, deceased.5

Piers

rem ained in office until his death about nineteen years later, in the reign of Elizabeth I.6
O ne m ore officer should be m entioned in this category. Barnard Grete was described as
17

'late clerk of the cheque at Toum ai' in a grant of 12 August 1520.

Conclusion
A lthough developm ents w ithin the Guard during Henry VII's tim e are som ewhat difficult
to assess, there is enough evidence to show that its com plem ent fluctuated according to the
king's requirem ents at any one time. This trend continued more m arkedly in the next reign,
during w hich more detailed records appear to have been kept.

These records indicate the

active role played by the yeomen, and by the clerk of the cheque as the G uard's financial
officer, w hich will be discussed in the next chapter.
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Chapter 3

Functions and Livery of the Guard
After a brief introduction indicating certain conditions relating to service in the royal
household, this chapter discusses the various roles of the Guard, starting with the ways in
which the yeomen protected the royal family.

General duties within the court are then

examined, followed by examples of the varied tasks performed by the yeomen when sent out
of court on the king's business. The Guard's involvement with personal events in the lives of
members of the royal family is then considered, and a section follows on a number of specific
offices held by some of the yeomen. The accoutrements and clothing of the Guard are next
described, since they are relevant to the concluding part of the chapter, which gives an account
of the Guard's role in ceremonial events.

Conditions of service
Since the yeomen of the Guard were servants of the royal household, they were required
to take an oath of allegiance to die king upon their appointment. A form of oath used for the
Chamber staff generally is included in some of the household ordinances,1 of which an
example is given at Appendix C. When two brothers, John and Bartholomew Flamank, were
nominated for the next vacancies in die Guard in September 1511, the captain of the Guard was
commanded to give them immediately their oath as servants to the king.2
It is possible that the yeomen served at court for specific terms of duty, at least in theory.
The Tudor household ordinances indicate that some royal servants attended quarterly while
others served on a daily basis.3 David Starkey has drawn attention to an order of April 1532
which divided the gentlemen of the Privy Chamber into two shifts each of six weeks, but
which did not endure for long, since it was found to be impracticable.4 It is clear from Tudor
records that some of the yeomen attended the king more frequently than others, and this is
probably true for most of the varied groups of royal servants attached to the Chamber.
William Rolte, one of the Guard, was appointed to the next vacancy as a sergeant at arms to
Henry VIII in November 1511, 'in consideration of the daily service done unto us', and which
office he had already exercised by the king's commandment.5 Robert Walker also appears to
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
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have attended the king frequently in the previous reign. In March of an unspecified year,
possibly 1494, Henry VII commanded the officers of the Exchequer to pay without delay
Walker's crown fee, which was half a year in arrears, 'considering his costs and charges
sustained in giving attendance about our person'.1

Duties at court
The chief function of the Guard was the protection of the king, his family and his
property. One of Henry VII's heralds described the Guard as 'evermore standing by the ways
and passages upon a row in both the sides where the king's highness should from chamber to
chamber or from one place to another at his goodly pleasure be removed'.2 The same herald,
reporting on the pageants which took place to mark Katherine of Aragon's reception into
London in 1501, related that the sixth pageant was witnessed by the king with Prince Arthur
and some nobles, watching from a merchant's chamber, and by the queen with other members
of the royal family in another chamber nearby, while 'above, in windows, leads, gutters and
battlements stood many of the yeomen of the Guard'.3 The protective role of the yeomen of
the Guard included keeping order around the king's person as two incidents early in Henry
VUI's reign well illustrate. First, at the tournament which followed the coronation in June
1509, the Guard was used to separate some of the eager contestants who had evidently become
unruly.4 Secondly, during the celebrations following the birth of Prince Henry early in 1511,
the king had allowed some ladies and ambassadors present to take the gold letters from
garments worn by himself and his companions, as a token of liberality. On seeing this, some of
the onlookers, described by Hall as 'the common people', proceeded to divest the king and his
companions of some garments, when 'the king's Guard came suddenly and put the people
back, or else as it was supposed more inconvenience had ensued'.5
While the Guard was concerned particularly with security and control, other duties were
allotted to the yeomen. As mentioned very briefly in chapter 2, the household ordinances of
Henry VIII's reign incorporated portions of those evidently from Henry VII's time.

One

section in particular, headed 'The room and service belonging to yeomen of the crown of the
Guard and of the king's chamber to do',6 sets out the household duties of the three groups of
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yeomen. It is clear that these duties overlapped to a considerable extent. The ordinances
indicate that the yeomen bore torches when conveying the king to and from chapel; set up and
took down the king's board (or table) in the Great Chamber; warned the relevant catering
officers to prepare for the king's meals and waited on the sewer to bring in the king's meat;
and gave water to the lord chamberlain, gentlemen ushers, chaplains, and knights and squires
for the body to wash their hands.1 Another duty of the yeomen was to assist in making the
king's bed, in a manner fully described in the household ordinances.2 At dinner and supper
time a yeoman usher was required to pass up and down the Chamber to ensure good service
and order.3 Towards the close of each day a yeoman usher assisted a gentleman usher in the
ritual known as All Night. This consisted of collecting various items of food and drink for the
king which were delivered to the charge of the esquire for the body on duty in the Presence
Chamber. The esquire for the body, who was responsible for taking a wax mortar to the king's
bedchamber and for locking the doors, collected from the yeoman usher the roll of the watch
for that night.4
It is evident that some of these duties were modified over a period of time. The 1521
ordinances show two sections describing how the king's bed should be made, one of which is
referred to as 'the old order', with the proviso that it should be followed only if specially
commanded by the monarch. This was an ancient ritual which included the direction that a
yeoman with a dagger was to search the straw 'that there be no untruth therein', before the
canvas and feather bed were laid upon the bed. The newer version omits this item, stating that
a yeoman of the crown or Chamber was to 'leap upon the bed and roll up and down',
smoothing the feather bed.5 Both versions, however, set out precise instructions for the way
the sheets, pillows and covers were to be placed upon the bed. It is unlikely that even the
revised proceedings were used after the reforms-of 1518-19 and especially after 1526, when
entry to the privy lodgings had become much more restricted.6 Another modification may be
seen in setting up and taking down the king's board for meals. The ordinances of 1493 specify

1. BL Additional Ms. 21,116, f.12; BL Additional Ms. 34,319, f.l4v.
2. BL Harley Ms. 642, f.216r; BL Harley Ms. 4107, f.106; BL Additional Ms.21,116,
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5. BL Additional Ms. 21,116, fos.l6r and 20v; BL Additional Ms. 34,319, f.l9r; BLHarley Ms. 2210, f.20v;
RSMs. 61, f.17.
6. Starkey thesis, p.168.

that the board should be set up by two yeomen of the crown and taken down by two esquires,1
while the 1521 ordinances show that two yeomen of the Chamber were to perform both tasks.2
The yeomen were also involved in controlling entry to the king's Great Chamber, and
kept watch throughout the night, when they were required to 'search the king's chambers and
all the king's place well and truly' every quarter of the night, for any dangers or mishaps such
as fire, affrays, treasons, or noise which might disturb the king.3 According to the household
ordinances of 1493 and 1521, yeomen of the crown and yeomen of the Chamber were to sit
outside the Chamber door when not actually serving within the Chamber.4 A gentleman usher
controlled entry to any chamber where the king happened to be, with the exception of his
Privy Chamber.5 When the king was in his Council Chamber, the gentleman usher was either
to guard the door on the outside or hand over the duty to one of the lowliest in the council;
and when the king was in his Secret or Privy Chamber the keeping of the door was to be
transferred 'to such a one as ... should best content the king's mind and is accustomed
thereunto'.6 The ordinances of 1521 state that 'there ought to be waiting at all times at the
king's Chamber door without or nigh thereunto where he is present a yeoman usher'.

These

regulations are similar to those shown in Edward IV's household ordinances dating from about
1471, where it is stated that a gentleman usher was to keep the door of the chamber where the
king was present, while a yeoman usher was to be posted at the second chamber door, and a
yeoman of the crown at the third chamber door, 'and there to come in yeomen of the crown
yeomen of the chamber and other of the king's servants and such other as by him which
keepeth the door shall be thought fit and convenient'.8
The yeomen ushers and yeomen on duty were required to be within the Great Chamber
by 8 a.m. at the latest, giving their continual attendance unless given permission to leave by the
lord chamberlain or, in his absence, the vice-chamberlain. A yeoman usher took charge of the
Chamber, discharging the watch and ordering those arriving for duty to give their attendance.
He was not allowed to leave the Chamber door without first giving the charge of it to another
yeoman usher. The yeomen ushers and yeomen were empowered to remove any person they
deemed unsuitable to be in the king's Chamber, referring doubtful cases to the lord
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chamberlain or, in his absence, the vice-chamberlain.1 The yeomen therefore carried out the
majority of their household duties in or around the Great Chamber. Nevertheless, in the words
of Henry VII's herald quoted earlier, the yeomen of the Guard were positioned according to
the king's movements 'from chamber to chamber or from one place to another'.2 In common
with other staff of the Chamber, however, they were liable to perform any other service which
the king required, either within the court or beyond it.
Although all members of the royal family had their own household staff, the yeomen
were sometimes required to serve them temporarily. Two members of the Guard, William
Studdon and Thomas Hill, were described as yeomen of the Chamber when they were
appointed to wait upon 'the Princess of Castile', Henry VIII's younger sister Mary, in
November 1509,3 and in December 1528 Nicholas Purfrey, described as late yeoman of the
Guard, was giving his daily attendance upon 'the princess',4 the king's daughter Mary. When
the king's elder sister Margaret, Queen of Scotland, was staying at the English court in 1517,
four yeomen of the Guard (Hugh Parker, Roger Witton, Robert Wythes and Robert Whelouse)
were appointed to attend her.5
Together with other royal servants, members of the Guard were assigned special duties
for a particular event.

On the occasion of Prince Arthur's marriage in November 1501 a

yeoman usher, Thomas Lovell, was made responsible for the ordering of trumpeters and
minstrels at the marriage ceremony and at the wedding feast.6 At Anne Boleyn's coronation in
1533, John Bromefeld, Adam Holland, Lewis ap Watkin and Edmund Stoner were appointed to
attend upon the queen;7 and Henry Birde was nominated to superintend the 'servitors from the
dresser' attending the mayor of London in the Great Hall, Westminster.8

Duties outside the court
When sent out of court on the king's business the yeomen were charged with a variety of
tasks, the most common of which were transporting the king's correspondence or
apprehending and guarding prisoners. Thomas Greenway received 16s. 8d. in September 1497,
to cover his costs in 'riding for the ordnance',9 and in November 1506 William Standon was
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paid 40s. for "going about the king's business for his orchard at Oking'.1 In May 1497 John
Amyas received 13s. 4d. for his costs incurred in riding to the lord steward,2 and in August of
that year Richard Selman was reimbursed his expenses of 10s. for riding on the king's
message.3 Robert Whelouse received Is. 8d. in October 1520 for riding from Windsor to
London with a letter to Robert Amadas.4 In May 1504 Henry Hopkins and Thomas Jenet were
paid 6s. 8d. for 'riding to Reading for two prisoners',5 and in February 1514 Maurice Clonne
and John Williams received a sum of 26s. 8d. for their costs lying in wait 'to take divers
felons'.6 Sometimes the members of the Guard were assisted by others, presumably with
special knowledge of a particular area, since the royal accounts for February 1513 record a
payment of £3 to 'guides going with certain of the king's Guard to take certain thieves in
divers parts'.7 In February 1541 John Piers, clerk of the cheque to the Guard, was sent with
five others to Dover to apprehend one John Mason on his return from abroad, and to bring him
before the council.8 In the following month two former Eton scholars named John Hoorde and
Thomas Cheney, who had confessed to robberies at their old college, were committed to the
clerk of the cheque.9 Again, comparisons may be seen with earlier yeomen of the crown, who
had been used to make arrests. In 1468 Godfrey Greene mentioned in a letter to his master, Sir
William Plumpton, that yeomen of the crown "had ridden into divers counties to arrest men
that be impeached',10 and Thomas Aldersey was one of the commissioners appointed to arrest
Otewel Ratcliff in January 1478.11
The Guard was also employed when persons of note were arrested. Sir Henry Mamey,
captain of the Guard, was accompanied by 100 of the yeomen when he arrested the duke of
Buckingham in 1521,12 and in 1530 Sir William Kingston, captain of the Guard, was sent to the
earl of Shrewsbury at Sheffield castle 'with divers of the king's Guard for the conveyance of the
cardinal of York to the Tower of London'.13 According to George Cavendish, one of Wolsey's
gentlemen ushers, there were 24 of the Guard present on this occasion, most of whom had
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formerly served in the cardinal's own household. They were allegedly sent with Kingston to
attend Wolsey, 'knowing best how to serve him'.1
The protection of the king's property included guarding his money. One such occasion
was in 1489, when a sergeant at arms, John Jackson, was appointed to take the sum of £7,000 to
Lord Broke, captain general of the army in Brittany. John Amyas with eight other yeomen
provided an escort when the money was transferred from Westminster to Dartmouth.2
One of the more unusual duties carried out by the yeomen involved taking inventories for
the king, possibly in connection with enquiries into religious foundations.

In April 1529

Richard Forster and Reignold Whitacres were sent to Pilgrim's Hatch in Essex 'to take
inventory by the king's commandment',3 and in November of the same year the master of
Jesus College, Cambridge, wrote to inform Cromwell that on the 13th 'Mr. John Wellysbum,
esquire for the Body, and Mr. Thomas Halle, of Ipswich, came as commissioners from the king,
with six yeomen of the Guard and their servants, eighteen persons in all. They have taken an
inventory of all the plate and stuff, and of the building materials, and have taken away with
them 24 copes, four vestments, etc. ...' 4 Apparently the commissioners stated that the king
only wanted to see the items and, they supposed, would return them to the college.

Duties at royal events
Evidence of the Guard's presence is to be found on many occasions centring on the
private lives of members of die royal family, some of which involved a certain amount of
public display. These included christenings and weddings, as well as funerals. It is possible
that the whole of the Guard, or a substantial part of it, performed a ceremonial role which is
not mentioned in the surviving manuscripts because its presence was taken for granted. The
facts that were recorded, however, show a closer, more personal, involvement. When Prince
Arthur was christened in Winchester cathedral in September 1486, five yeomen of the Guard
controlled access to the two entrances leading to the specially constructed stage erected there
for the royal font.5 Princess Margaret was christened at Westminster on 30 November 1489,
when 120 torches were borne before the chapel by knights, esquires and other gentlemen, and
yeomen of the crown.6
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The yeomen of the Guard are mentioned several times in the herald's record of the
celebrations following Prince Arthur's marriage, which continued for two weeks, in November
1501.

After the king had heard mass and made an offering at St. Paul's church he was

followed by Prince Arthur, the duke of Buckingham, the earls of Northumberland, Essex and
Kent, other members of the nobility, and 'all the yeomen of his Guard, right well beseen'.1 A
few days later jousts and tournaments were held at Westminster, where several strong stages
were built for spectators, one for the king and his entourage, and another next to it for the
mayor of London and other dignitaries, as well as some for the 'honest and common people'
who were allowed to watch from a suitable distance. The stages must have been very large,
since the herald who recorded the event states that there came to the king's stage three
hundred people of the royal and noble families, together with lords, knights, squires,
gentlemen and 'yeomen of his Guard to his noble estate and grace awaiting'.2 On the Friday
night following, after an elaborate 'disguising' in Westminster Hall, there was a 'void in the
manner of a banquet'. One hundred earls, barons and knights wearing gold collars and chains
entered, divided into pairs, one of each pair bearing a spice plate and the other a cup. Yeomen
of the Guard followed them with pots of wine to fill the cups, and the 'goodly multitude of
estates and gentles' were served refreshments.3 At the conclusion of the festivities a week
later, die king departed for Richmond, where he arrived late in die evening, having been
conveyed from Mortlake by torchlight. The torches were borne by three hundred or more
gentlemen and yeomen of his Guard.4

The next Saturday afternoon the yeomen were

commanded to give a display of their archery skills, watched by the king and the Spanish
visitors with him.5
When a member of the royal family died, the yeomen of the Guard were among the royal
servants attending the funeral, together with the household servants of the deceased. On the
occasion of Henry VII's funeral in May 1509, twelve members of the Guard were given the
special duty of bearing the coffin of their founder from the west door of St. Paul's to the high
altar6 and the next day carried it into Westminster abbey.7 As well as the king's servants, the
funeral procession included aldermen, sheriffs, clerics, justices, lords, and the Mayor of
London. Among those following the chariot carrying the late king's corpse were the duke of
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Buckingham, five earls, knights of the Garter, nine henchmen and Sir Thomas Brandon, master
of the horse, then Lord Darcy, captain of the Guard, 'with the Guard and many other
gentlemen'.1 On such occasions, the yeomen of the Guard were usually on foot, holding their
halberds reversed, that is upside down.

At Jane Seymour's funeral in 1537, however, the

yeomen were mounted, 'in their best order, three and three', led by their captain, Sir William
Kingston.2 Henry Vffl's burial took place in St. George's Chapel, Windsor, on 16 February
1547. The coffin was conveyed into the choir by sixteen yeomen of the Guard on 15 February
and the same number lowered it into the vault the next day, beside the coffin of the king's
third wife, Jane Seymour.3

Special offices
Occasionally one of the yeomen received an appointment to an additional office within
the royal household or closely allied with activities in the king's service. The most notable of
these offices was that of clerk of the king's ships, which will be described more fully in chapter
4, together with other naval activities in which the yeomen were involved. This post was held
successively by Robert Brickenden from 1495 to 1523,4 and by Thomas Jermyn, whose
appointment dated from 3 April 1526.5 John West, yeoman of the crown, was master of the
king's barge from July 1497 until 1501/2 .6
The diverse roles performed by certain individual yeomen show how royal servants were
fully utilized in the functioning of the royal household. According to Edward IV's Black Book,
it had been customary for certain offices in the royal household to be filled by yeomen of the
crown. This applied particularly to the yeoman of the Wardrobe of Robes, yeoman of the
Wardrobe of Beds, and the yeoman of the buckhounds, as well as to the offices of yeoman of
the armoury and yeoman of the bows.7 With the development of the Guard changes were
undoubtedly introduced since, except for the last named office, other royal servants tended to
be appointed to these positions. From the beginning of Henry VII's reign, however, Peter or
Piers Warton had held the offices of keeper of the Little Wardrobe in the Tower of London, and
keeper of the gates and houses of the inner ward of Windsor castle.8 In August 1486 he was
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described as yeoman of the king's Beds.1 It seems unlikely that the later holders of the office,
or that of yeoman of the king's Wardrobe of Robes, would have served in the Guard. In July
1514 James ap Jenkin was granted, in survivorship with William Butler, a sergeant at arms, the
keepership of the palace of Westminster, with tenements in Westminster palace called Paradise
and Hell, together with other tenements, lands and houses.2 John Gilmin may have had some
musical aptitude, since he was appointed marshal of the king's minstrels on 17 October 1514.3
In March 1530 Robert Kirk was granted the office, in survivorship with Humphrey Ferrar
[undescribed], of clerk of the market in the king's household, with power to make enquiries
concerning false weights and measures in England.4

Livery
Before proceeding to discuss the ceremonial role of the Guard, its general appearance will
be described, in relation to the accoutrements or weapons carried and the apparel worn on
different occasions.
As indicated in chapter 1, the weapons supplied for the use of the Guard were principally
bows and arrows and halberds, but javelins were also included, at least in Henry VIH's reign.
It seems probable that the yeomen provided their own swords, since they are not mentioned in
the royal accounts. Evidence that they were carried is contained in a sketch which appears in
an illuminated treaty of 1527, between Henry VIII and Francis I of France.5 See Illustration 3,
p.60. Two of the figures depicted appear to represent yeomen of the Guard, one holding a
halberd and the other carrying a bow, while both bear swords. In earlier times, yeomen of the
crown were evidently armed with swords, as Edward IV's Black Book stipulates that when on
watch at night they were to be girded with their swords or other weapons.6 An account
itemizing ordnance and artillery supplies received by John Dawtrey during the reigns of Henry
VII and Henry VIII shows that 95 bows were delivered to Henry VII's yeomen of the Guard at
an unspecified date,7 and various accounts record the delivery of arrows to the Guard. In June
1499 the king's fletcher, John Young, delivered to Sir Charles Somerset, captain of the Guard,
70 sheaves of arrows, with cases and girdles.8 One hundred and four leather cases for arrows,
together with girdles, were ordered for the Guard from the king's fletcher, Walter Endiss, in
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Illustration 3. Earliest know n representation of yeom en of the G u ard
From an illum inated treaty of 1527 at the Public Record Office [PRO E30/1114].
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July 1517,1 and 108 sheaves of arrows with cases and girdles were ordered from William
Temple, the king's fletcher, in July 1519.2 Twelve halberds were supplied for the Guard in
August 1518,3 and in April 1520 Sir William Skevington, master of the Ordnance, received a
payment of £91.6s. 8d. for gilt halberds and javelins for the Guard.4
While no firm evidence has been found that the Guard was equipped with bucklers, it
seems likely, at least in Henry VIITs time. The well-known picture at Hampton Court of the
Embarkation at Dover for the Field of Cloth of Gold includes a yeoman of the Guard with a
buckler over the hilt of his sword, and a page attending another member of the Guard is
carrying a buckler. Although this pictorial representation cannot be regarded as firm evidence,
it appears feasible that the sword-bearing Guard would be provided with bucklers. This view
is reinforced by the fact that the queen's bodyguard carried bucklers on this celebrated
occasion.5 Furthermore, in the late 1520s a Welsh buckler maker named Geoffrey Bromefeld
provided Henry VIII with a buckler,6 and by 1531 he was receiving a wage of 2d. a day as the
king's buckler maker.7 He was described as a yeoman of the Chamber in 15398 and a yeoman
of the crown in 1539/40.9 It is probable that he was related to John Bromefeld, a yeoman of the
Guard.
As far as armour is concerned, Henry VII employed at least three armourers as early as
1486 (Vincent Tentelere, Ralph de Pontieu and William Rabarough),10 and it would appear
likely that they supplied armour for the Guard. The 200 pairs of brigandines which Henry VII
ordered for 'yeomen' in April 1489 were presumably for the Guard.11 Early in Henry VIII's
reign workshops were set up at Southwark and Greenwich, where armourers from Germany,
Milan and Brussels were employed.12 The 'Almain' armourers were provided with a livery of
red cloth.13 When discussions were taking place on the detailed arrangements for the Field of
Cloth of Gold of 1520, Henry VIII was informed by Sir Richard Wingfield, the deputy at Calais,
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that the French king's Guard 'always ride in their brigandines',1 in case he wished his Guard to
follow suit. There is no evidence that Henry VIII chose to emulate the French fashion in this
respect, but the observation made certainly suggests that body armour was provided for the
English Guard.
The clothing of the Guard took three different forms, according to the occasion. First, for
royal funerals all household staff were allocated a quantity of black cloth from the Great
Wardrobe, the yeomen of the Guard receiving four yards each.2 Secondly, as part of the
Chamber personnel, members of the Guard also carried out duties as yeomen of the Chamber.
In this capacity they received an annual livery of cloth for their 'watching clothing', common to
all Chamber staff, for their more routine duties on watch around the king's Chamber at night.
This was issued from the Great Wardrobe, usually shortly before Christmas, and consisted of
five yards of material, described either as russet cloth or as tawny medley. Warrants of both
Henry VII's and Henry Vffl's time show that the material was to be 'of as good assuete (suit or
sort) as it hath been used and accustomed'.3 Although no details are available to show how
the watching clothing was made up, it seems to have consisted of some type of gown and no
doubt followed the fashions of the time. According to one authority russet cloth could be
either a reddish brown or grey,4 and there is evidence that some of the gowns were of 'crane
colour' in Henry Vffl's time.5 Significantly, the captain of the Guard was included in the livery
of watching clothing, but naturally his material was of a superior quality.

Whereas the

yeomen's material cost 4s. Od. a yard, the captain received six yards of French tawny, at 13s.
4d. a yard, 'with a fur of good black buge',6 which was lamb skin with the wool dressed
outwards.7
The third form of clothing used for the Guard was the most important and significant.
For their chief court duties the yeomen of the Guard were clad in the Tudor livery of white and
green, which gave emphasis to their role as part of the king's retinue within the royal affinity.
This is not to say that they were the only royal servants to wear the king's colours, since others
included the clerk of the navy,8 the master of the barge and the bargemen,9 as well as some of
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the minstrels1 and footmen.2 Nevertheless, it is evident from the many references in royal
records that the coats or jackets worn by the members of the Guard were particularly
distinctive and costly. Details included in the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber and in
warrants from the king to the keeper of the Great Wardrobe indicate that the Guard wore two
kinds of livery jackets: those described as 'the rich jackets' or 'the best sort' and others
described as 'of the second sort'. Most of these warrants, authorizing the supply of material to
be delivered to the yeoman of the Robes, described it merely as 'cloth', but some were more
specific.

Others actually called for jackets, occasionally with some further description, but

almost invariably the colours of white and green were mentioned.
The number of jackets ordered varied according to need at the time, whether for new
recruits or to replace worn-out jackets, or as a new consignment for the whole corps, and could
be anything from 20 to 200. In March 1497, 24 jackets of white and green were ordered for
yeomen of the crown, with bases of white and green.3 The bases were shaped like a kind of
short skirt tapering from the waist of the jacket.4 The material was not actually mentioned in
this particular case, but a warrant of 2 June 1499 shows that 20 jackets were made for the king's
Guard, each being half of white woollen cloth and half of green woollen cloth, costing 3s. 4d. a
yard. The jackets cost 16d. each to be made, and they were embellished with goldsmiths' work
and embroidery.

The goldsmith John Vandelf was paid £6. Os. 8d. and the embroiderer,

William More, received £9.5 On 2 November 1501, one hundred jackets were ordered for the
Guard, of white and green cloth with sleeves and bases, and were described as 'of the second
sort'.6 In February of an unspecified year, perhaps 1505, John Vandelf was paid £200 for
making two hundred rich jackets for the king's Guard.7 A further detail was included in a
warrant of 28 October 1508, requesting rich jackets of white and green cloth for the Guard. The
manuscript is faded where the number of jackets is given, but it was possibly 14. These were
to have bases and demi sleeves, with a border of blue cloth of gold of tissue.8
The only contemporary description of Henry VII's Guard was written by a herald who
was present at the ceremonies marking the marriage of Prince Arthur with Katherine of
Aragon in November 1501. The yeomen of the Guard were clothed in 'large jackets of damask,
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white and green, goodly embroidered both on their breasts before and also on their backs
behind, with round garlands of vine branches, beset before richly with spangles of silver and
gilt, and in the middle a red rose, beaten with goldsmiths' work, with bright halberds in their
hands'.1 These jackets were probably similar to what was known as horsemen's coats of the
time, closely fitting the body, with wide bases from the waist to the knees,2 and they were
undoubtedly the rich jackets.
Except for the occasion of Henry VIII's coronation in June 1509, when all of his household
servants were dressed in red or scarlet,3 the Guard continued to wear the Tudor colours into
the next reign. A further detail is shown in some of the warrants early in the reign, where it is
stated that the jackets were to be 'bordered and guarded' with crimson velvet or crimson cloth
of gold of tissue. The style still included half sleeves and bases.4 Henry VIII spent vast sums
of money on arraying his Guard. The royal accounts for March 1512 show that a total of
£548.0s.lld. was paid for gilt and white spangles and embroidery for an unspecified number of
jackets for the Guard, including silks, cloth of gold and tinsel satin.5 The 600 placards of green
satin of Bruges supplied for the Guard in May 1514 were embellished with silks and gilt and
white spangles, costing the sum of £1,083.11s. 5d.6

Placards, or stomachers, were the

forerunners of waistcoats.
From this time some variations were made in the Guard's attire, at least for special events.
At the time of Princess Mary's marriage with Louis XII of France in October 1514, the duke of
Suffolk, Charles Brandon, was sent in embassy to the French king, attended by 18 yeomen of
the Guard. Fifty-four yards of black velvet at 12s. Od. a yard were supplied for their doublets,
together with 18 yards of green satin of Bruges and 36 yards of white satin of Bruges at 2s. 4d.
a yard, and 54 yards of white fustian at 9d. a yard.8 Their coats were of scarlet cloth costing 8s.
Od. a yard, of which 84 yards were used,9 and the coats were trimmed with 27 yards of black
velvet.10 Eighteen caps were supplied by the king's capper, Bartholomew Wale, at 2s. 4d.
each.11 Unfortunately, no information survives on the colour of these caps. In June 1515 green
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doth was ordered for 132 coats for the Guard,1 and in July 1518 123 coats of green cloth and
three of red cloth were embroidered for the Guard. Presumably the red coats were for yeomen
ushers, or petty officers of the Guard. The embroidery on the green coats cost 6s. 8d. each, and
that on the red coats cost 5s. Od.2 It seems that Henry VIII was already contemplating
changing the colour of the Guard's livery coats by this time, since for the Garter ceremony in
May 1519 the Guard wore rich coats of scarlet, set with spangles of silver and gilt.3 These were
probably the spangles for which Robert Amadas, the king's goldsmith, was paid £1,419.18s. 2d.
two months previously.4
It may be that King Henry was anticipating the great ceremonial event of 1520 known as
the Field of Cloth of Gold. For this occasion each yeoman of the Guard had two coats: one was
described as being of goldsmiths' work, with the king's cognizance, and a scarlet base guarded
at its lower part by cloth of gold, and the other as red cloth with a rose and crown imperial,
'after such form and manner as the riding coats be now'.5 These in fact would appear to have
been the rich coats and the coats of the second sort, often referred to in the royal warrants and
accounts. The well-known picture of the Field of Cloth of Gold which is at Hampton Court
was painted by an unknown artist or artists at least twenty-five and perhaps fifty years later.
Although it is of great interest it cannot be accepted as an entirely reliable record as far as
details of colour are concerned. Apart from artists' licence in these matters, some colours may
have been altered in restoration work. It has often been noted that although the yeomen of the
Guard are wearing identical jackets in this picture, the colour of their caps, hose and stockings
varies. It does not seem plausible that this would have been the case. Official records of the
event show that the Guard were to have doublets, hose and caps 'of one suit', presumably
meaning identical.6 This evidence is reinforced by the survival of a more detailed account of
Queen Katherine's bodyguard on the same occasion. The materials supplied for her 55 yeomen
consisted of:- white satin for the doublets, green velvet for the coats, crimson velvet for arrow
girdles, white kersey for the hose, and Milan bonnets.7 Since all the members of the queen's
guard were dressed in identical colours it seems most unlikely that the king's were clad in
varying colours.
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Slightly varying descriptions of the attire worn by the English king's Guard are preserved
in contemporary French records, most of which mention the colours of white and green. One
report describes the jackets as white and green satin with a rich rose on the breast and back.1
Another states that the jackets were of white and green velvet, while the same source also
describes jackets of red cloth with a rich rose on the breast and back.2 A letter sent from the
court of France to the Magnifico Pietro Montemerlo, royal senator, stated that on 5 June when
the English king and his court arrived at Guisnes the Guard wore doublets of green velvet and
white satin, the breast of the doublets bearing the rose surmounted by a crown.3 Another
report covering the English king's arrival at the Field on 7 June described the Guard as clad in
doublets of white and green velvet 'in chequers', with the royal badge of the rose embroidered
on their breasts.4 Presumably these were jackets or tunics rattier than doublets, and this may
have been a question of translation, from Sanuto's diaries. These variations may be due partly
to what the writer observed and thought worthy to record, as well as to differences in attire
worn for separate events. An English description of Cardinal Wolsey's cavalcade on making
initial contact with the French king before the celebrations began states that the fifty yeomen of
the king's Guard bringing up the rear were clad in red cloth jackets, with a gold rose before
and behind.5
It appears that the livery coats were officially changed to red cloth in June 1526. The king
made an order that he had determined to give livery coats, as well to the Guard as to all other
yeomen, grooms, pages and children of the Chamber, Household, Chapel and Stable. This
order is somewhat unusual, since it was addressed to the two clerks of the Green Cloth and the
clerk controller, rather than to the keeper of the Great Wardrobe.6 It was no doubt connected
with the reorganization of the royal household which was taking place at the time arising from
the Eltham ordinances, the details of which took several months to finalize.

The sum of

£56.18s. 8d. was paid to Lawrence Eglisfeld, yeoman usher of the Chamber and clerk of the
cheque to the Guard, to buy 2131 yards of broad cloth of red colour for 60 yeomen of the
Guard, at 5s. 4d. a yard. Various yeomen of the Chamber and Wardrobes were to receive red
cloth worth 4s. 8d. a yard, while the 28 grooms and pages of the Chamber and Wardrobes were
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to have red cloth costing 4s. Od. a yard.1 A further detail of the decoration on the Guard's
jackets is indicated in an account of December 1528, when William Mortimer, the king's
embroiderer, was paid £18. 4s. Od. for embroidering 62 coats of red cloth with the rose and the
crown imperial.2 This included five yards of crimson satin for the roses at 8s. Od. a yard, and
two yards of white satin of Bruges at 4s. a yard. These jackets were presumably of the second
sort, since the roses were of satin rather than of goldsmiths' work.
The only contemporary pictorial representation of yeomen of the Guard during the early
Tudor period appears in an illuminated border in one of a series of documents forming the
Treaty of Amiens, ratified in August 1527.3 This has already been mentioned on page 59 in
connection with the accoutrements borne by the Guard. The two yeomen depicted are dressed
in striped tunics or sleeveless jackets of white and green, with a broad gold band round the
neck and a gold crowned rose on the breast. The doublets appear to have been originally
white, but the paint has oxidized over the centuries, resulting in slight discoloration, giving a
mauvish grey hue.4 One yeoman wears scarlet stockings and a gold coloured cap, the other
white stockings and a black cap.

This pictorial description of the yeomen is particularly

valuable since it shows their apparel before the change to red livery took place, and accords
with some of the reports quoted from 1520. Since the documents were prepared in France,5 it
seems probable that the illustrator based his depiction of the English yeomen on information
recorded in 1520.
The visual impact made by the Guard is evident from reports made by foreign diplomats
following their visit to the English court. These show not only that the visitors were suitably
impressed by the appearance of the Guard, but again that there were variations in the apparel
worn. The Venetian ambassador, reporting on his visit to Richmond palace in 1515, includes a
rare description of the Guard wearing body armour:'... w e were conducted to the presence, through sundry chambers all
hung with most beautiful tapestry, figured in gold and silver and in
silk, passing down the ranks of the bodyguard, which consists of 300
halberdiers in silver breast-plates and pikes in their hands; and, by
God, they were all as big as giants, so that the display was very
grand.'6
The more restrained report of the duke of Nagera's visit to the English king in February 1544
described the progress of the duke's party 'through three halls hung with tapestry, in the
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second of which stood on either side the king's bodyguard, dressed in red and holding
halberds'.1
Further descriptions of Henry VIII's Guard on special occasions have survived.

The

chronicler Edward Hall stated that when the Guard left Greenwich in 1513 to travel to France,
all 600 were dressed in white gaberdines (a kind of cloak) and caps.2

French sources

describing Henry VUI's triumphal entry into Toumai on 25th September 1513, following the
surrender of the city, reported that the yeomen of the Guard wore tunics of white and green,
with collars and cuffs of cloth of gold, and a red cross on the front and back.3 Unless the
report was in error, this appears to have been a rare occasion when a cross was worn rather
than a rose on the Guard's jackets, but of course the red cross of St. George was the usual
emblem worn at the time by English soldiers, who were traditionally clothed in white.4
Great care was taken in keeping the Guard's costly jackets in good order. John Piers and
John Belson, yeomen of the Guard, were paid 6s. Od. by the treasurer of the Chamber in
February 1538, for themselves and four women 'to brush and air the rich coats' for two days.5
During Henry VIII's reign the royal accounts contain numerous references to the transportation
and storage of these jackets, which were kept in large containers or chests known as
standards.6 Usually two carts were needed to move them from place to place as required.
Thomas Broke (clerk of the cheque to the Guard) was paid 9s. 6d. in September 1510 to cover
the cost of transporting the jackets 57 miles from Salisbury to Romsey, then to Bishop's
Waltham, Portchester, Agam, and Waltham.7 In April 1519 Lawrence Eglisfeld (then clerk of
the cheque) received 3s. 8d. to pay for two carts to take the standards with the rich coats of the
Guard from Greenwich to Richmond.8 In July 1520 Eglisfeld was reimbursed £6. 2s. Od. for
transporting the coats from London to Calais and Guisnes and return. He had to wait until
January 1521 for the 6s. 8d. in respect of the hire of accommodation to house the coats and the
accoutrements of the Guard while in Calais.9
The coats were stored in rented premises rather than in one of the palaces or standing
wardrobes. In July 1516 John Champneys of Greenwich was paid for the rent of a room for the
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great standards and coats of the Guard, for seventeen weeks at 4d. a week, and 8d. for
removing them into his house;1 and in January 1517 Lawrence Eglisfeld was reimbursed for
renting space in 'Amadas's house at Greenwich' for fifteen weeks for the same purpose.

This

was probably the house of John Amadas, a yeoman of the Guard, since a payment of 12s. Od.
was made to him in October 1517 for the hire of a house for the standards and coats for
eighteen weeks.3 Later in the reign a quarterly rent was paid for storage of the standards with
the rich jackets. In June 1538, for example, Robert Delwood, clerk of the cheque, received 6s.
8d. from the treasurer of the Chamber for renting accommodation in London for the standards
with the rich coats of the Guard for one quarter.4

Similarly, for the Midsummer and

Michaelmas quarters of 1542 John Piers, then clerk of the cheque, received payments of 6s. 8d.
for renting a house for the same purpose.5

Ceremonial events
A particularly important event in the lives of kings and queens was their coronation,
which was also a public spectacle. Although few details have been found for the Guard's role
at coronations, the corps appeared in the great procession which customarily took place on the
eve of the ceremony. In June 1509 three hundred of the Guard were included in the procession,
'wearing the old king's livery7, the greater part of them carrying bows and arrows and the rest
halberds and other weapons.6
Ceremonies connected with the creation of a prince or a royal duke were always
important occasions, but the creation of Henry VII's second son Henry as duke of York was of
particular significance. This took place in the parliament chamber on 1 November 1494, the
day after the prince had been dubbed a knight.7 The creation was a shrewd political move
which served to emphasize the unity of York and Lancaster, while showing that the previous
duke of York was dead and that Perkin Warbeck was an impostor.8 It is recorded that the
procession which took place after the creation ceremony included Sir Charles Somerset with
the Guard.9 Upon Prince Henry's creation as Prince of Wales on 18 February 1504, a sum of 3s.
4d. was given to the yeomen of the Guard who 'watched', i.e. kept vigil.10 Sometimes
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individuals made payments to the members of the Guard who had performed a personal role
at a ceremony. When Sir John Legh of Stockwell, Surrey, became a knight of the Bath on the
occasion of Prince Arthur's marriage in November 1501, he paid 2s. Od. to 'yeomen of the
Guard that watched'.1
As well as the more personal events relating to the royal family, there were various
annual festivals and special ceremonies in which the king's Guard had a role. One of the
annual events was a solemn feast held at Windsor at Whitsuntide 'to the honour of God, St.
George and the noble Order of the Garter'. A detailed account of the proceedings has survived
for 27 May 1519, with a description of the traditional procession.2 This records that Sir Henry
Mamey, captain of the Guard, was not in the accustomed place leading the Guard, because he
was also a knight of the Garter and was with the other knights of the Order going before the
king. His place at the head of the Guard, following the nine henchmen and the master of the
horse who came immediately after the king, was therefore taken by Sir Robert Wingfield,
described as deputy to Sir Henry Mamey. After Wingfield there followed on horseback three
hundred 'likely personages well beseen yeomen of the Guard [and] in rich coats of scarlet set
with spangles of silver and gilt'. Lawrence Eglisfeld, clerk of the cheque to the Guard, came
after them, also mounted.3
The description of the 1519 Garter ceremony also includes the scene during the church
service as well as at the feast following. The yeomen of the Guard were present within the
church, positioned along both sides, during the procession which wound its way through the
chancel, the north and south aisles and the choir, to the high altar.4 At the Garter feast the
yeomen carried the dishes to the board, and 'none did service in carving, bearing of cups and
sewing under the degree of a Gentleman, but the yeomen of the king's Guard'.5
Another annual event was the celebration of Easter. Although no precise details have
been found for the Guard's involvement, evidence of its presence is shown in the royal
accounts. In Lady quarter 1530 John Gittons, yeoman of the Guard, received 13s. 4d. for hiring
two carts from London to Windsor and back, with the rich coats of the Guard 'against the feast
of Easter';6 and in 1540 John Belson and Ralph Holford were reimbursed their costs of 14s. 8d.
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for transporting the Guard's coats between London and Hampton Court for 'the time of
Easter'.1
Some of the king's movements can be traced through the accounts of the treasurer of the
Chamber, which show that the Guard accompanied the king upon his progresses. In July 1538,
for instance, John Piers and John Belson, yeomen of the Guard, were paid for conveying 77
bows, 77 sheaves of arrows and three javelins from the Tower and from the king's fletchers 'for
the yeomen of the Guard to ride with the king in his progress'.2 Similarly, John Belson and
Ralph Holford were paid their costs of 3s. Od. in 1539, for 'going to the Tower of London to set
out bows and javelins for the Guard to serve the king in his Grace's progress', and for a barge
to convey the bows and javelins plus 77 sheaves of arrows from the Tower to the clerk of the
cheque's lodging at Strand bridge.3
Since the Guard was founded partly to provide the king with a spectacular retinue as a
means of enhancing the reputation of his court, it held a position near the sovereign at the
formal reception of important visitors from overseas. When the emperor Charles V visited
England in June 1522, he was accompanied into London by Henry VIII in a sumptuous
manner. An elaborate tent of cloth of gold had been set up on the approaches to London,
where the king and his guest had separate apartments to prepare themselves.

Both were

attired in identical coats of cloth of gold, embroidered with silver. In Hall's words the heralds
h a d appointed every man their room' and they set out in order, 'richly apparelled in cloth of
gold, tissue, silver, tinsel and velvet of all colours', and 'there lacked no massye chains nor
curious collars'. Each Englishman was accompanied by a visitor, riding together and paired
according to their rank. Following Henry VIII and the emperor were h eir henchmen, the
king's in coats of purple velvet and the emperor's in coats of crimson velvet. Then came the
captains of the Guards, followed by the emperor's Guard on the right hand and the English
Guard on the left hand.4 Unfortunately, the attire of the English Guard was not described on
this occasion.
Elaborate arrangements were made to welcome Henry VIII's fourth queen, Anne of
Cleves, when she proceeded to Greenwich in January 1540. In the great procession which
made its way through Greenwich park the Guard followed the king after the sergeants at arms,
the master of the horse and the henchmen.5 This event marked the first appearance of the
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newly-founded gentlemen at arms, who, together with other gentlemen and knights, lined the
route through Greenwich park to the meeting place with the new queen.

After the royal

meeting, the captain of the Guard returned with the yeomen to Greenwich, to position the
Guard at suitable places in the palace where they could ensure good order and keep out any
persons who had no legitimate business there.1 The royal accounts show that John Belson and
Ralph Holford, yeomen of the Guard, received their costs for selecting and sending 100 sheaves
of arrows and 31 bows for the Guard from the Tower to the king's fletcher's house on London
bridge, 'against the meeting of the queen's grace', as well as going to Greenwich to collect 100
halberds.2
During the embassy sent from France in 1518 great care was taken to pair off the officers
involved from both countries according to their rank, and to ensure equal numbers. On 27
September when the earl of Surrey, as lord high admiral of England, received the ambassadors
led by the admiral of France, 24 of the French king's Guard accompanied 24 of the English
Guard.3 In July 1546 members of the Guard were in attendance during the further visit of the
admiral of France.

A gentleman usher was appointed marshal of the admiral's lodging,

assisted by ten yeomen of the Guard, who were to have half a dozen horses with footcloths
ready to bring the ambassador and his party from their boat to their lodgings. In addition, 81
members of the Guard extraordinary were in attendance from 6 July 'during the continuance of
the admiral here', each receiving wages of 16d. (or Is. 4d.) a day.4
The Guard's role was sometimes extended beyond the royal family and out of the court,
notably for diplomatic occasions.

Early in 1514, when the provost of Toumai travelled to

England for a meeting with Henry VIII, he was accompanied by two yeomen of the Guard,
Francis Graunt and Anthony Woodeshaw.5 As already mentioned, the duke of Suffolk was
attended by 18 yeomen of the Guard when he was sent as ambassador to Louis XII of France in
October 1514. At this time the marriage took place of Henry VIII's sister, Princess Mary, with
the French king, fulfilling one of the conditions of the peace treaty of July 1514, in the
aftermath of the 1513 war.6 Sir Henry Guildford also went to Paris in October 1514, to attend
the jousts following the coronation of the new French queen, when he was accompanied by
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two sergeants at arms and twenty yeomen of the crown and king's Guard.1 On several
occasions cardinal Wolsey's retinue included a number of the king's Guard when he went in
embassy to the French king. These included the visit to Calais in July 1521, when Wolsey was
sent with die earl of Worcester, lord chamberlain, and a total of 460 lords, knights and
gentlemen, to entreat for peace between Francis I and the emperor Charles V.

Another

instance was during the first stage of the ceremonies at die Field of Cloth of Gold, when fifty of
the king's Guard brought up the rear of the cardinal's procession upon his initial embassy to
the French king at Ardres.3
The Field of Cloth of Gold presented the occasion of the most costly and ostentatious
spectacle of Henry VIII's reign. The main purpose of this celebrated event was to enable the
kings of England and France to meet personally, which they had not done before, and to ratify
the treaty of London, which had been concluded in October 1518. This treaty, principally
between England and France but incorporating all the other European powers, was intended to
ensure perpetual peace among those involved.4 The meeting, and its associated festivities
extending over nearly two weeks, took place in a valley known as the golden dale, between
Guisnes and Ardres, early in June 1520.5 The days were filled with a variety of activities,
notably jousting, feasting and dancing, as well as serious negotiations, and the total number of
participants from the English court has been estimated as at least 6,000.6 Sir Henry Mamey,
captain of the Guard, had been commanded to appoint 200 of the 'tallest and most elect
persons' of the Guard to attend, and to see that 100 provided themselves with suitable horses.7
Apart from its function of providing a magnificent retinue for Henry Vm, the Guard
performed several other duties during the celebrations. There was great suspicion on both the
French and English sides as to the other's intentions and each carried out an inspection to
check whether the other was armed. It was found that, in accordance with the articles for the
Q

meeting, all were unarmed.

Prior to the initial meeting of the kings, troops of each country

were stationed in the fields around the appointed meeting place. Henry VIII commanded that
his Guard be in the van, 'the breast of the battle'.9 When he finally departed from Guisnes for
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his first meeting with Francis I on 7 June, Henry Vm was accompanied by 60 noblemen and 60
of his Guard on horseback with javelins. These numbers matched those to be used by the
French king. Similarly, twenty of the Guard and as many of the French king's Guard were
posted at the entrances to the field where the two monarchs were to meet, ensuring admission
only to those specially chosen to be present.1 Following the kings' meeting, tension eased and
the celebrations began in earnest. One day when the windy weather prevented any jousting a
wrestling contest was held. Some of the yeomen of the Guard took part, and excelled at the
sport by casting two of the Bretons who were renowned for their wrestling skills.2 On another
occasion twenty-four of the yeomen were commanded by Henry VIII to demonstrate their
prowess in archery before the king of France.3

Conclusion
Apart from the ceremonial role of the Guard, some similarities can be seen between the
duties performed by the Guard and those carried out by yeomen of the Chamber and yeomen
of the crown in previous reigns. The diverse functions of the yeomen of the Guard did not
diminish their primary duty in protecting the monarch. Because they were a permanent force
they were readily available whenever order was to be restored or excitable crowds controlled.
Their presence at the arrest of great persons may be seen as a visible expression of the king's
authority as well as providing security for their captain, who acted on that authority. Finally,
the costly raiment which they wore gave additional lustre to the court and proclaimed the
significance of their master as an important European ruler, whether he was personally present
or represented by a high-ranking subject.

1.
2.
3.

W. Jerdan, ed., Rutland Papers, Camden Society, 21 (1842), p.43; Beard, p.109.
Russell, p.131.
Ibid., p.132, citing Seigneur de Florange, Memoires du marechal de Florange dit lejeune adventureux (Paris,
1913), i, 272; and J. Michelet, Histoire de France au seizieme siecle, VIII, Reforme (Paris, 1874), pp.108-9;
Bod. Ms. Ashmole 1116, f.lOlv (Appendix C).

-74-

Chapter 4

The Guard’s Involvement in Naval and Military Activity
This chapter examines the ways in which the royal bodyguard was involved in naval
and military activity during the reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIII. It starts with a summary
of general methods of enlistment available to the crown, then discusses the Guard's military
obligations and responsibilities, followed by a section on the royal navy showing the offices
filled by the yeomen during the two reigns. Ways in which the yeomen were involved in
preparing for naval and military campaigns are then described.

This is followed by a

discussion on naval activity during Henry VD's reign. At this time all of the yeomen cited
were described as yeomen of the crown, and it has not been possible to verify that they also
belonged to the Guard. This seems likely, however, in view of the number of Henry VIII's
seamen who can be positively identified as yeomen of the Guard. After a summary of the
early Tudor rebellions, the military activities of the Guard under Henry VII are presented,
together with details of the rewards and forfeitures which followed. The account of naval
activity in Henry VIII's time shows that from the early years of his reign yeomen of the Guard
were closely involved with service at sea.
military campaigns are then shown.

Details of the yeomen's roles in Henry VIII's

The account of garrison duties starts with a brief

statement about the few yeomen of the Guard who are known to have served in the Calais
garrison, but this section principally relates to the activities of the yeomen in the Toumai
garrison of 1513-19. Finally, the yeomen's loyalty to the king is considered.
While the topics of a standing army and methods of military recruitment are related to the
subject of this chapter, they are mentioned only briefly, being beyond the scope of this work.
For the same reason the laws of retaining are not discussed here.

Background to methods of enlistment to the royal army
Unlike France and Spain, England had no standing army in the early sixteenth century.
Such a force had occasionally been contemplated but rejected on financial grounds, since the
English crown could not afford the continuing costs involved.

Its resources were already

stretched by the commitment to maintain the garrisons protecting the English borders. In the
1470s Sir John Fortescue had indicated, in The Governance of England, that it would be unwise to
impoverish the people by placing extra burdens upon them so that they could not afford to
equip themselves to rebel, which had happened in France, for they might then also be unable
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to equip themselves to fight effectively for the king when he needed their assistance. Sir John's
experience as a leading participant in the Wars of the Roses had convinced him of the benefit
of traditional methods of raising an army in England. Apart from considerations of costs, it
had been found politically preferable and simpler to adapt existing practices.1

While

temporary armed service was generally accepted as customary, demands for unfamiliar service
carried the risk of alienating the people.2 By the later years of his reign Henry VII introduced a
method of establishing what amounted to a skeleton army, without cost to himself. A statute
of 1504 included a proviso allowing the king to grant licences to certain peers and knights,
authorizing them to retain a specified number of men by indenture or covenant, to serve the
king at his pleasure. The licences themselves were to endure 'during the king's pleasure and
no longer'. Since these contracts were for an indefinite term, had force in peace as well as war,
and included service overseas, they resembled those made between Lord Hastings and his
retainers, rather than conventional military indentures. The preamble to a placard apparently
drafted between 1504 and 1509 stated that it was wise 'in time of peace to foresee the remedy
against the dangers of war', and set out the king's intention, by the advice of his council, 'to
provide a substantial and competent number of captains and able men ... to be in readiness to
(j

serve us at our pleasure when the case shall require ....

During Henry VIII's time Thomas

Cromwell is known to have drafted a proposal for a standing army, as part of his political
programme, but this was not pursued.4
The early Tudors therefore continued to rely on the recruitment of temporary forces for
specific occasions, by two chief methods: first by the commissions of array or county levies,
and secondly by military contracts or indentures. The forces raised by these methods were
often supplemented by hiring mercenaries, and for overseas campaigns auxiliary troops
supplied by a continental ally were also engaged.5 From the second quarter of the fourteenth
century military recruitment in the form of the indentured retinue had become the basis of
English armies taken overseas. The individual contracts made between the crown and its
lieutenants or captains set out the number of men to be retained in each category according to
the arms they were to bear, the duration of the service to be performed, rates of pay and other
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conditions. In his turn the captain indented with knights and men at arms to provide the types
of fighting men required for his retinue, stipulating the terms of service in a similar form to his
contract with the crown. After the company concerned had been mustered to the satisfaction
of the king or his deputy, the captain received an advance of wages to pay his men.1
For the war with France in 1492 Henry VII made contracts with men at arms and squires
as well as peers and knights, the individual himself usually being named as one of the men at
arms. John, Viscount Welles, contracted to supply three men at arms (including himself), each
with their custrell and page, 20 demi lances, 15 archers on horseback, 45 archers on foot, and 20
halberdiers on foot.2 Sir Charles Somerset, captain of the Guard, indented to supply one man
at arms (himself) with custrell and page, six demi lances and six archers on horseback.3 A
member of the Guard, Lewis ap Rice, indented with the king to supply one archer (himself) on
horseback, eight archers on foot and six bills on foot 'garnished as they ought to be'. This
indenture is subscribed at the foot 'By your diligent servant Lewis ap Rice one of your yeomen
of the Crown'.4
The only permanent military forces were the garrison troops, who were scattered,
however, in more than a hundred castles and fortresses, the largest contingents being at
Berwick, Dover and Calais. Although the total number was probably between 2,000 and 3,000
men, these could hardly be used as a nucleus for an army, since they were always required
where they were based.5 Apart from these troops the only other groups which could possibly
form part of an armed force were the small band of spears, which existed between 1503-6 and
in an expanded form between 1510-15, the fifty gentlemen at arms established from December
1539, and the yeomen of the Guard. The latter corps, in existence continually from 1485,
contained the greatest number of permanent royal servants, although the gentlemen at arms
could swell their number by the inclusion of their own attendants, having at least two each.

The Guard’s military obligations
The principal duty of the royal bodyguard was naturally to protect the person of the king.
Wherever the sovereign went, his bodyguard was in attendance, forming part of his personal
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retinue. In common with all servants of the royal household, members of the Guard were
expected to be ready to provide military service whenever summoned. The obligation to join
the royal army applied also to holders of leases, annuities or offices granted by the monarch,
whether members of the royal household or not. Any who failed to appear without good
reason when commanded to do so were liable to forfeit one or more of their royal grants.
Earlier monarchs such as Richard II and Henry IV had frequently summoned their annuitants
as well as their retainers to give armed service,1 and from Edward IV's reign the military
support of retainers was more specifically relied upon.2 By Henry VII's time, therefore, the
yeomen of the Guard, on all of these counts, had a strong obligation to accompany the
sovereign in battle.

Special responsibilities
The yeomen's prime duty of personally protecting the sovereign was extended by
appointing members of the bodyguard to offices concerned with security of varying kinds, not
only within the court but throughout the realm. A basic element of security was the safe
custody of weapons and ammunition, and several members of the Guard performed this
function in permanent positions, some of which were in the Ordnance office. This office had
evolved in the fifteenth century from the Privy Wardrobe of the Tower, and was headed by a
master, assisted by a clerk and a yeoman.3 From 1494 the masters were always knights. A
surveyor was added to the complement in 1537, and from 1544, when Sir Thomas Seymour
became master, a lieutenant was appointed, taking over the former duties of the master.4
Members of the Guard who served in the Ordnance office included Henry Southworth,
who was appointed on 3 March 1498 to the office of bowmaker and surveyor of the
bowmakers and keeper and purveyor of bows in the Tower of London, in Ireland and
elsewhere.5 Later, Henry Birde also held the office of yeoman of the bows,6 receiving money
from the treasurer of the Chamber to pay bills for equipment. In December 1528, for instance,
he received £21.11s. 4d. to pay William Pikeman and William Buckstede, the king's bowyers,
for supplying bows, arrows, strings, forked heads and quivers for the use of the king and his
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natural son, the duke of Richmond.1 Piers Mainwaring was clerk of the Ordnance in July
1503.2 He had instructions to call together all the gunners once a year to demonstrate their
shooting skills to the master of the Ordnance and the chief gunner. From time to time the
master, clerk, yeoman of the Ordnance and the chief gunner were to certify how many gunners
were proficient and how many were not, so that the king did not waste his money in paying
them and that he was "not deceived in time of need'.3 An account of half year wages for
officers of the Ordnance from July 1518 to Easter 1519 includes the names of four members, or
former members, of the Guard, Simon Burton, John Amyas, Oliver Turner and Thomas
Jackson, all described as yeomen of the crown, but no other role is indicated.4 The office of
yeoman of the Ordnance was held at this time by Elis Hilton, a yeoman of the queen's
Chamber.5 No positive evidence has been found showing that a yeoman of the Guard held
this particular office.
Apart from these central offices it is evident that various members of the Guard served a
similar role in the localities. In July 1489 Hugh ap Rice was appointed keeper of the armoury
within Warwick castle,6 and in June 1514 John Wortley received two consignments of sheaves
of arrows at Pontefract castle, 'for the king's use'.7 In addition, by 1491 Robert Harrison,
yeoman of the crown, had become supervisor of the works at Hartfield in Ashdown forest,
Sussex, where William Neal, the king's master gunfounder, had set up a base manufacturing
'pellets of iron for our ordnance'.8
As well as these specific offices, some of the yeomen held appointments which carried the
right to raise local men for the royal army, and to lead them in battle. This was known as the
manred and applied particularly to stewards of crown or ecclesiastical lands and to constables
of castles. Often the stewardship of an area was bestowed upon the constable of a castle within
the district.9 Among yeomen of the Guard holding these dual appointments early in Henry
VII's reign were Owen ap Griffith, steward and hayward of the lordship of Laughame, co.
Carmarthen, South Wales, and constable of Laughame castle;10 and John Thomas, steward and
1.
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Society.
2. E404/84.
3. Ibid.
4. E36/127, p.100.
5. Ibid., p.93; LP I ii, 3613.
6. Campbell, ii, p.451.
7. E101/56/9; LP I ii, 3613, V, p.1513.
8. E404/80, m.326; E405/78, f.39v; E404/81/1, m.108.
9. Goring thesis, pp.165,169; see also Miller, p.140, and David Starkey, Intim acy and innovation: the rise
of the Privy Chamber, 1485-1547' in D. R. Starkey, ed., The English Court: front the Wars of the Roses to the
Civil War (Harlow, 1987), p.87.
10. Campbell, i, p.46.

-79-

receiver of the lordship of Haye and Glynbough, and constable of Haye castle.1 In addition, a
greater number of the yeomen held one of these two appointments. John Sandford received
the stewardship of the town of Marton, Westmorland, in September 1514,2 and Robert Stoner
was appointed steward of the lordships of Tredington, Pamington, Fiddington, Stoke Orchard,
Kemerton and Northey, Gloucestershire, in May 1537.3 Yeomen serving as constable of a castle
included Nicholas Owdeby, at Higham Ferrers, Northamptonshire, from 1485,4 and Peter
Motton, appointed constable of Pembroke castle, South Wales, in March 1528.5 It appears that
in Henry VIII's reign stewards were more likely to be chosen from those former yeomen of the
Guard who had become sergeants at arms. John ap Guilliam was appointed chief steward of
the lordship of Fownhope, Herefordshire, in September 1516, Thomas Greenway held the office
of steward of Cuddington, Buckinghamshire, by 1522, and David Cecil became steward of the
lordship of Collyweston, Northamptonshire, in August 1523.6
Despite intensive searches, only sparse evidence has been found regarding the number of
men that individual yeomen were able to raise, presumably by virtue of the offices they held.
In 1490 Thomas Brereton was paid 14s. Od. for the expenses of 25 soldiers travelling from
various locations to London, to serve at sea in Lord Brake's company, while John Brereton
received £2.13s. 4d. for his costs involved in retaining an unspecified number of soldiers to
serve the king in Brittany.7 In 1492 Lewis ap Rice supplied 14 men for the royal army.8 An
Exchequer account detailing expenditure on the Cornish rebellion of 1497 shows a payment of
£17. 16s. 6d. to Edward Griffith for fees and travel expenses, indicating responsibility for a
substantial number of men. Another yeoman of the Guard shown in the same accounts, Hugh
Richard, received £2. 12s. 8d.9

Thomas ap Guilliam was one of the gentlemen in

Gloucestershire appointed to attend upon the king, with 100 men, at the time of the northern
rebellion in 1536.10 The muster records for 1544 show that Edmund Stoner and Geoffrey
Bromefeld were able to supply soldiers from the counties of Oxford and Denbigh respectively,
but the numbers are not given.11
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General naval activities and offices held
Certain yeomen of the Guard were closely involved in naval activities, in times of peace
as well as in war. In Henry VII's time probably the most significant naval development was
the establishment at Portsmouth by the 1490s of the first permanent royal dockyard with a dry
dock.1 Since Henry VII was more interested in trade than in warlike pursuits, the crown
owned only five ships in 1509, while during Henry VIII's reign 47 were actually built and 35
bought or taken as prizes.2 Although additions were made to the Portsmouth dockyard by
Henry VIII, most of his ship-building was concentrated in the Thames estuary, at Woolwich,
Deptford and Erith.3 As a result of this great increase in naval activity, the Navy Board
gradually developed as a bureaucratic body during Henry VIII's reign.4
The only official directly concerned with naval administration, under the lord admiral, in
Henry VII's time, was the clerk or keeper of the king's ships.

On 19 May 1495 Robert

Brickenden or Brigandyne, yeoman of the crown, was appointed keeper of the king's ships and
held the office until April 1523. He received 12d. a day for himself and 6d. a day for his clerk,
plus 3s. for every day when riding in the course of his duties 'for the purveyance of goods and
necessaries for the said ships .. [or] .. for the taking and arresting of ships'.5 Brickenden's
involvement with ships first became evident in August 1488, when he was one of three
commissioners appointed to impress caulkers for a ship to be 'made anew' in the Weald of
Kent.6

Possibly Brickenden's introduction to royal service came through Sir Richard

Guildford, since both lived in Kent and both were concerned with ships. The Tellers' Rolls for
1488 and 1489 include details of payments made to Guildford T>y the hands of Robert
Brickenden'.7 Guildford was not only a principal courtier, leader of the royal affinity in Kent,8
master of the horse, master of both the ordnance and the armoury, and a ship owner, but was
appointed overseer and governor of the new ship under construction in Kent by April 1487,
which was to be similar in design to the Columbe of France. This was the ship to be known
later as the Regent.9
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Brickenden was already a yeoman of the crown when he was granted an annuity for life
of £10 on 15 November 1490.1 An account for war wages during 1492 described him as having
been 'the king's shipwright7, and shows that a sum of £241.13s. 4d. was paid to him for making
a dock for the king's ships at Portsmouth, for building the Sovereign, and for work on another
ship then being built.2 From 1496 Brickenden was on many commissions connected with naval
matters, ranging from enlisting 'ropers' for making ropes and rigging to seizing ships and
other vessels for the king's use. Other yeomen of the crown (among them William Bamefeld,
Benedict Weaver, John Monkeley and John Whittington) also served with him on some of these
commissions.3 On 28 July 1509 Brickenden received a new patent for his office.4 It is possible
that he was responsible for the design as well as the construction of the great ship the Henry
Grace a Dieu, which was built early in Henry VIII's reign.5
As mentioned in chapter 3, Brickenden's successor in office was Thomas Jermyn,
described as yeoman of the Guard and crown when appointed on 3 April 1526.6 Jermyn had
been associated with naval payments at least since March 1516.7 In July 1524 he was described
as keeper of the king's ships at Portsmouth, when granted an annuity of £5, 'in consideration of
his services in the wars'.8
Another yeoman of the crown closely involved in naval affairs was Thomas Spert, a
merchant seaman who possessed at least two ships. By 1511 he had become master of the
Mary Rose, and in the following year he was appointed master of the new foundation of Trinity
House, as well as master of the Henry Grace A Dieu, the newest and largest of the king's ships.9
In January 1512 Spert was granted, during pleasure, 8d. a day from the petty customs of the
port of London, and in November 1514 he was granted an annuity of £20, which appears to
have been connected with pilotage.10 The previous recipient of this particular payment, John
Woodlesse, was also a yeomen of the crown and a founder member of the new corporation of
Trinity House.11 In July 1517 Spert was appointed by the lord high admiral, the earl of Surrey,
to the office of ballaster of ships in the Thames, his appointment being confirmed by Surrey's
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successor, Henry, duke of Richmond, at the king's instigation, in 1526.1 At an unknown date
before Brickenden's resignation in 1523, Spert was described as clerk of the king's ships at
Portsmouth, when he was given 'the rule of all the foresaid ships, masters and mariners, with
the advice of Brickenden'.2 Spert was granted the fee of the crown of 6d. a day in March 1524
and was knighted in 1529?

Preparing for campaigns
Apart from the permanent posts already described, members of the bodyguard were
required to take an active part in preparing for campaigns. In the months preceding naval or
military action detailed arrangements had to be made, to muster men and to ensure that
sufficient supplies of ships, horses, carts, food, drink and other necessities would be available.
In February 1492, for instance, John French, yeoman of the crown, received £6.13s. 4d. for his
expenses in requisitioning ships for the king's use from the counties of Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk
and Lincolnshire.4 In the same month Richard Slythurst was one of the commissioners for the
counties of Oxford and Berkshire charged with the responsibility of providing horses, as well
as labourers and carters, for the transport of the king's ordnance, in readiness for the campaign
in France in the autumn of that year.5 Edmond Huntwade received a similar commission for
the counties of Northampton and Rutland.6

In December 1496 David Cecil was on the

commission to purvey grain in the county of Rutland for the army to be sent towards
Scotland.7
In January 1497 Brickenden was commissioned to 'inspect and seize all ships ... and other
vessels' found in any ports in Kent, Sussex, Southampton, Dorset and South Devon, and to
recruit masters and crew, in order to convey the king's troops towards Scotland. He was also
o

commanded to certify the king and council of the number of such masters, mariners and boys.
John Gildon, another yeoman of the crown, was on the similar commission for ports in Essex,
Norfolk, Suffolk and Lincolnshire.9
To some extent examples can be found in earlier reigns where yeomen of the crown
were among the royal servants performing similar functions. This applies to the office of clerk
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of the king's ships, to which a yeoman of the crown, Richard Clyvedon, had been appointed in
1442.1 John Davy of Fowey, yeoman of the crown to Edward IV and Richard III (and later to
Henry VII), was captain of the royal ship the Carvel of Eu. He was employed to guard the
fishing fleet and, under Richard HI, was active in the attack on Breton shipping, which appears
to have involved him in some piracy on his own account.

Military training
Little is known about the military training received by individual members of the Guard,
beyond the fact that they practised archery, at which many of them excelled.

Although

swords, pikes, bills and guns were in general use in England at the time, the long bow was still
the principal infantry weapon. Stow recounts how gardens which had existed for 'time out of
mind without Moore gate of London' were destroyed in 1499 to provide 'a plain field for
archers to shoot in'.3 The possession of bows and arrows, prescribed by the Acts of the
Maintenance of Archers to encourage the practising of archery, was regulated by the manorial
courts as well as by commissions of muster.4
There is evidence that from an early date the archers of the Guard were called upon to
demonstrate their shooting skills. Henry VII commanded them to give such a demonstration
to Spanish visitors in November 1501,5 and Henry VIII arranged a display by 24 of the Guard
in the French king's presence during the festivities at die Field of Cloth of Gold in 1520.6
7

Rewards were paid to the yeomen for shooting by Henry VII in 1503 and Henry VIII in 1531.

Q

The youthful Henry VIII took a personal interest in his Guard, and was present during a
shooting contest at Windsor when 'Barlow of the Guard' won the best prize. This gave great
pleasure to the king, who jested that he would call Barlow the duke of Shoreditch, 'as he did
dwell there'.9 Evidently the monarch was a keen archer himself, and his strength in drawing
the bow was mentioned by Hall10 and by a Venetian diplomat.11 John Taylor's Diary of 1513
relates that while at Calais in July, preparing for the French campaign of that year, Henry was
visited by three ambassadors, who found that 'the king was practising archery in a garden
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with the archers of his guard'.1 Since members of the Guard were specially noted for their
skills they were sometimes called upon to give instruction to others. In the earl of Rutland's
accounts for 9 August 1541 a payment is shown to 'Holland of the Guard teaching my lord's
servant to shoot in the longbow'.2
While archery was given the greatest prominence, wrestling was also practised by
members of the Guard, who were successful in contests held for this sport. Richard Skopham,
yeoman of the crown, evidently excelled in both skills, since by his will of 19 December 1501,
he bequeathed to his son Edmond a silver goblet which he had won at shooting, and to his son
Thomas a piece of silver which he had won at wrestling.

As with their shooting prowess,

members of the Guard were occasionally commanded to demonstrate their mastery of
wrestling. A payment to the yeoman of the Robes, recorded in the expenses of the privy purse
in October 1532, shows a sum of 44s. 8d. 'for doublets for the Guard to wrestle in before the
king and the French king at Calais'.4
It is likely that certain men were appointed to the Guard principally because of their
experience in combat. Apart from individual skills, it was necessary to train men in the kind of
groups or formations likely to be encountered on the battlefield. Military methods in England
were not so insular as sometimes assumed, since many Englishmen had served in continental
armies, and the scientific study of warfare was encouraged at the highest levels of English
society.5 Nevertheless it was recognized that some English captains and men at arms were
likely to be inexperienced in warfare.

William Caxton recorded in the epilogue to his

translation of Christine de Pisan's compilation Le Livre des Faits d'Armes et de Chevalerie, the
occasion on 23 January 1489 when Henry VII had asked him to produce the English translation,
so that
'every gentleman bom to arms and all manner men of war, captains,
soldiers, victuallers and all other should have knowledge how they
ought to behave them in the feats of war and of battles'.6
At a later date, during Elizabeth I's reign in 1562, a book was published as a guide to
captains on the training and drilling of their men. This book was unique at the time, being of
an entirely practical nature and devoid of the references to antiquity which characterized
earlier well-known military manuals. The author was Henry Barrett, a yeoman of the Chamber
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who had formerly served in Queen Mary's Guard.1 In his preface Barrett mentions the
experience which he had gained while serving in European armies. It is possible that earlier
yeomen of the Guard had seen similar service and had passed on their experience at first hand,
but left no record behind.

Payments to the Guard on active service
When on active service members of the Guard usually received their normal rate of
pay, but there were exceptions, notably in Henry VII's war with France in the autumn of 1492
and in Ireland in 1520-22. Details of these are shown in appropriate places in the text. From
March 1513, however, an additional payment of 'board wages' was introduced. This was when
the increasing number in the Guard (at that time 300) in preparation for war had become too
great for them to be accommodated at court.2 By May 1513 400 yeomen were receiving the
allowance,3 usually at a daily rate of 2Id. or a weekly rate of 18d.4 The last recorded payment
of this allowance in the royal accounts was in September 1514.5

Naval activity under Henry VII
Although naval activity in Henry VII's time was not so great as in his son's reign, there
were plenty of occasions when ships were required by the king, and these were requisitioned
as needed. It is perhaps significant that several of the yeomen were ship owners, some being
also masters or captains, and it is a matter for speculation whether they held their
appointments because of this. At the start of Henry VII's reign John Bingham was owner and
master of a ship which was hired between September 1485 and Easter 1486, to transport the
king's commissioners.6 Bingham was a yeoman of the crown by 24 May 1486, when he was
appointed to the office of customer at the 'Lantemgate' of Calais, which was the main entrance
to the town, although he exercised this office mostly by deputy.7 In 1491 Thomas Furgon was
owner and captain of the Gabriel of Fowey, which had 170 soldiers on board,8 and John Ismay,
owner and master of the Anthony of Dartmouth, was commissioned to impress sailors and
soldiers and purvey victuals for his ship, to sail with other ships 'against the king's enemies'.9
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Ismay received a similar commission in January 1497 in respect of the Gregory Ismay of
Dartmouth, 'to be sent with armed power towards Scotland'.1 Other yeomen who were also
seamen included William Nasshe, who was rewarded with £20 in December 1493 'for the great
costs and charges and for the safe keeping and guiding of our ship called the Bonaventure
which he has in his rule and governance'.2

Early Tudor combats
There is little documentary evidence regarding the combats of Henry VII's reign, the
principal surviving information being contained in the records of chroniclers.

As C. G.

Cruickshank has pointed out in connection with overseas campaigns, the paucity of documents
is partly explained by the fact that 'when the army was commanded by the king in person,
there was no need to send home frequent dispatches'.3 This applies equally to encounters
within the kingdom which were commanded by the sovereign.
As already shown, many of the earliest yeomen of the Guard had served overseas with
Henry Tudor when he was still the exiled earl of Richmond, and their appointment to the royal
bodyguard followed soon after the victory at Bosworth. The first grants of office to them from
Henry VII referred to their 'true and faithful service' overseas as well as at 'our late victorious
journey'.4

Their presence at Bosworth field may therefore be seen as the first of their

campaigns in support of the new monarch.
Several armed rebellions took place in the early years of Henry VII's reign, despite the
decisive victory at Bosworth. What was tine role of the bodyguard during these events? The
first rebellion occurred after Easter 1486, while the king was on progress in the north of
England.

Rumours of the rebellion by Humphrey Stafford and Francis, Lord Lovell, were

verified while the monarch was in York, where the citizens were known to have esteemed
Richard III. Henry realised that it would be difficult to raise a reliable force from the area, and
Polydore Vergil relates that, since it was essential to act swiftly, the monarch was obliged to
engage his whole retinue against the rebels, including his bodyguard. Obviously the Guard on
its own would have been an inadequate force against any organized army. Vergil states that
Henry's supporters totalled 3,000 ill-equipped men, the majority of whom made armour for
themselves from leather.5 After assembling this force, the king averted a dangerous situation
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by the successful strategy of announcing that he would pardon all those who laid down their
arms, and no conflict took place. Unfortunately, Vergil does not say how many of the Guard
were with the king, but the number is not likely to have exceeded 200 men, and was probably
only about 80.
The first military encounter of the reign after 1485 occurred at Stoke, Nottinghamshire, on
16 June 1487.

This arose from a conspiracy against the king in support of the impostor

Lambert Simnel, who had been crowned in Ireland by Yorkist followers as Edward VI. On this
occasion a fierce battle did take place, but the king was not personally involved and watched
the engagement of his vanguard from a safe distance. Although the Guard is not specifically
mentioned in records of the encounter, a herald's report of the proceedings relates that after
hearing mass in a village church on 14 June, Henry put his own retinue through its paces in
preparation for battle.1 This retinue would certainly have included his bodyguard, but again it
is not possible to state the number of personnel involved. It also remains uncertain whether
any members of the Guard actually took part in the battle.

Military activity tinder Henry VII
In 1489 Henry VII commanded all his true liegemen and subjects to repair to Sir Charles
Somerset, who was appointed to take the musters in London for the army to be sent to
Britfatny.2 Individual yeomen were appointed by the king to serve there. The actual number is
unknown, but the names of eight of them are shown in the Exchequer accounts of 1488-9:William Slater, Hugh ap Richard, Henry Goodclerk, Robert Buckley, William Stedman, John
Desmond, William Dodde and Richard Frere.3 The first two were not described, the next three
being called yeomen of the crown and the last three yeomen of the Chamber.
The first occasion on which it is known that the royal bodyguard as a whole was actively
involved in a military campaign was in the autumn of 1492, when Henry VII led his army in
France, and laid siege to Boulogne. A surviving record of war payments, covering the period
from 25 September 1492 to mid-January 1493, shows the number in the king's bodyguard,
divided into categories.4 Under the captain, Sir Charles Somerset, the Guard consisted of
8 demilances
157 yeomen
4 yeomen
101 archers
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totalling 270 in the first month. This number decreased to 265 in the following two months,
reducing further to 150 in the month beginning on 18 December, when no demilances or
archers were shown. The falling numbers may be accounted for by the fact that peace was
concluded in November, resulting in the Treaty of Etaples, whereby it was agreed that peace
would endure between the two countries for the lifetime of both monarchs. Members of the
Guard also saw active service in the battle of Blackheath in 1497. This battle marked the
culmination of the Cornish rising against the taxation levied for the war with Scotland.

Rewards and forfeitures
Following the conflict of 1497, several members of the Guard were rewarded for their
service on the battlefield.

Among these were John Holland, who on 3 August 1497 was

appointed to the office of keeper of the little park of Denbigh, North Wales;1 Thomas
Greenway, a yeoman usher of the Chamber, who received a grant of two tenements in the city
of London on 15 August;2 and William Serche, who was appointed on 25 August as one of the
keepers of Galtres forest, Yorkshire.3
These examples show the particular importance attached to the readiness of royal
servants to reaffirm their loyalty by attending the sovereign on the battlefield whenever the
necessity arose. Those who omitted to do so were likely to be penalised by loss of favour and
offices.

The penalty of forfeiture of offices, annuities and fees was actually legalized by

Parliament in 1495, and extended to include forfeiture of royal gifts of land by a further Act in
1504.4 In each of the grants of office mentioned above, the name of the previous holder is
given, together with the statement that it was forfeited for absence from the king's last
campaign, or in one instance from 'the last battle on Blackheath and from the king's expedition
to Boulogne'.5 The legislation enacted by Henry VII was in fact a codification of earlier
practices. Henry V had declared a similar forfeiture for all men who were of his livery and
retinue, as well as knights, esquires or valets holding fees, wages or annuities of the crown,
whether granted by himself, Henry IV, Richard II or Edward HI.6 On 8 May 1471 Edward IV
had written to Henry Vernon, desiring and charging him to bring suitably arrayed supporters
to resist rebels, on his allegiance 'and forfeiture of all that thee may forfeit'.7 Similarly, in 1485
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the commissioners of array in Yorkshire were instructed by Richard III to command that all
knights, squires and gentlemen be prepared to serve him at an hour's warning without fail, on
peril of losing their lives, lands and goods.1

Naval activity under Henry VIII
The events of Henry VDI's reign are recorded in much greater detail than those of his
father, and the Guard features in several records of the expeditions and campaigns of the time,
at sea as well as on land. The young monarch took a particular interest in his navy, and in
July/August 1512 he visited the fleet at Portsmouth, to see the ships which had been prepared
for war, numbering about 25 at that time,2 excluding the 26 Hemish hulks and the victuallers.
During this visit the king appointed captains for the principal ships, and 60 yeomen of the
Guard were assigned to the Sovereign, which was under the joint captaincy of Sir Charles
Brandon and Sir Henry Guildford.3 Several members of the Guard were appointed to serve as
captains or petty captains. Among these were Robert Leighton, appointed petty captain of the
Gabriel of Topsham,4 and William Keby, who became captain of the Swallow.5 Early in April
1512 Keby and Leighton had been commissioned to 'muster the mariners in the ships and those
coming to them from day to day, marking the days of their entering the ships'.6 An account of
charges of the 'army by sea' for a month from March to April 1513 shows that 191 'soldiers of
the Guard' were on board the Great Nicholas, and from May to July of that year fifty yeomen of
the Chamber served at sea with the lord admiral,7 when a further attack on the French fleet
was planned.
One of the yeomen who was a ship owner in Henry VIII's reign is shown in an undated
document of 1512, where the king agreed to lend the sum of £40 for a stated time to William
Sabyn, described as yeoman of the crown and owner of a ship called the Sabyn, 'with the which
ship he shall do unto us service upon the sea'8. Sabyn had been established as a trader in
Ipswich before 1504, and became a very active and prominent captain, serving in his ship,
which was included in the king's 'army royal by the sea' in 1513 and 1514 as well as in 1512.9
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The sixty soldiers and forty mariners who served on the Sabyn in 1512 had been impressed by
Sabyn from the area around Ipswich, principally from Bawdsey, Alderton and Sutton, and
places in the Colne Valley.1 It was probably through his seafaring contacts with Edward
Echyngham, an Ipswich associate of the Howards, that he came to the notice of the lord
admiral, Sir Edward Howard, who recommended him to Wolsey, also from Ipswich. Howard
sent Sabyn back to England with news for Henry VQI regarding the proposed attack on the
French fleet in 1513, and subsequently mentioned his name in a letter to the king dated 17
April 1513, in which he assured the monarch that they would do everything possible, 'seeing
that God hath sent us here in so great advantage of your enemies, as I am sure Sabyn hath
informed your Grace'.2 Sabyn conveyed a royal letter back to Howard, and was evidently
entrusted with advising the lord admiral on the action to take. Nevertheless Howard, to his
own cost, failed to accept Sabyn's advice regarding an attack on the enemy. Sabyn, a very
experienced seaman, evidently considered that the French fleet was too strong to be attacked
from the sea, especially since galleys had been positioned across the entrance to Brest haven,
where the French fleet was situated, but he considered that a land attack could have been
effected. Following the action in which the lord admiral was killed, Sabyn reported to Wolsey
on 30 April that he had offered his advice as Wolsey, his Tread and governor', had
commanded, but a Spanish captain named Charran had persuaded Howard that there was no
great danger in making a sea attack on the galleys in the haven. Further, Sabyn stated that the
enterprise on the galleys was not conducted as he would have advised, and the admiral had
attacked them before his arrival. Sabyn added that Howard had died like a valiant man.3
Sabyn continued to be involved in warfare, at sea and on land, serving in the force led by
the earl of Surrey to repel the invasion of the Scottish king, James IV, in the late summer of
1513, as well as a further mission along the French coast the following winter. In 1515 Sabyn,
as captain of the Anne Galant and vice admiral, commanded a small fleet of royal ships sent to
the coast of Scotland to lend support to the widowed Queen Margaret, elder sister of Henry
VIII. Two years later he was sent to negotiate for the return of the royal ship Black Bark, which
had been taken by the French. Some doubt was expressed by the commissioners whether
Sabyn had sufficient authority to conduct the matter, whereupon the king himself wrote to
confirm Sabyn's power to act on his behalf. Sabyn again commanded a small fleet along the
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Scottish coast in 1522, keeping Surrey informed by letter of the progress made in harrying the
Scots.1
It was not unusual for seamen in royal service to be appointed to patrol certain areas of
the seas, to protect English ships as well as the coasts.

This duty had the advantage of

providing opportunities for personal gain. In August 1543 a patent under the great seal of the
high admiral commanded all admirals and others to aid Miles Middleton, yeoman of the
Guard, who was licensed by the king to sail from Hull 'with two ships, furnished at his own
cost, to annoy the king's enemies and take prizes'.2
As well as the ship owners and captains already cited, the yeomen of the Guard serving
as masters or captains in later years included Thomas Jermyn, master of the Less Bark in 1513
(when Sabyn was temporarily captain),3 and master of the Mary Rose and the Henry Grace a
Dieu during the 1520s.;4 James ap Jenkin, captain of the Anne of the Tower in 1522-3,5 and
Thomas Ranger, captain of the Marie Fortune of London in 1546.6 Philip Lockyer of Bristol,
whose death was reported by the duke of Suffolk to Sir William Paget in August 1545, was
described by the former as 'a very good captain, one of the Guard'.7

Military activity under Henry VIII
There were two occasions when Henry VIII personally led his armies, in 1513 and 1544.
The campaign in France during the summer of 1513 is well documented. Initially, the council
felt it too perilous for the king to be exposed to the dangers of war, and favoured the
appointment of a commander who would conduct the campaign in accordance with the king's
wishes. Nevertheless, since Henry was anxious to demonstrate his prowess as a warrior, and
persisted in the view that his subjects would fight more eagerly if led personally by their
Q

sovereign, he finally persuaded the council to agree to his involvement.
A warrant dated 28 June at Canterbury commanded John Daunce to pay to the master of
the king's barge, John Thurston, from the 'war money' in his keeping, the sum of £15. 5s. 4d.
for the hire of barges to take the Guard from Greenwich to Faversham.9 Hall recounts that the
king's Guard at this time consisted of 600 men, who embarked for France from the royal manor
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of Greenwich on 15 June 1513, wearing 'white gaberdines and caps'.1 This large number is
confirmed in various official documents recording the royal army and showing the totals for
each part of the forces,2 the whole of which has been estimated at 30,000 to 40,000 men.3
The army was divided into the three traditional parts of fore ward (or vanguard), middle
ward, and rear ward. The fore ward consisted of about 12,000 men, the middle ward over
14,000, and the rear ward around 7,500.4 The middle ward was further subdivided into three,
the centre part containing approximately 6,700 men, including the king with his Guard of 600,
plus 800 of his household servants. The central division was flanked by a wing on the left and
right, each consisting of 1,500 men plus artillery.5 Undoubtedly this arrangement afforded the
maximum protection possible for the inexperienced young monarch in his first military
encounter.

The king himself commanded the middle ward, while Sir Henry Mamey, the

captain of the Guard at that time, had command of the left wing with a force of 800, which
included 400 servants of the petty captains and of the king's Guard.6
A full account of Henry's first military campaign has been given by Cruickshank,7 who
has followed this by the sequel describing the occupation of the captured city of Toumai.8 This
will be discussed later.
As with the 1513 campaign led personally by Henry VIII, the yeomen of the Guard were
involved in the warfare of 1544-5 when the king again headed his forces, besieging and
eventually capturing Boulogne.

The English army, consisting of some 36,000 men,9 was

certainly one of the largest sent abroad up to that time. On this occasion the Guard was 500
strong, headed by the captain, Sir Anthony Wingfield.10 Even in times of war, the importance
of ceremony was not forgotten, and the king left Calais for Boulogne in a great procession
surrounded by his bodyguard.11 War accounts for July and September 1544 show that John
Piers, clerk of the cheque to the Guard, received wages to pay the following, the figures shown
in brackets being for September:2 grand captains (Wingfield and Piers) @4s. a day
2 petty captains @ 2s. a day
124 yeomen in ordinary @ 40s. a month [+ 1 for 22 days @ 16d. a day]
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40 archers on horseback @ 12d. a day
11 [10] light horsemen @ 12d. a day
187 [194] yeomen on foot @ 8d. a day
totalling 362 [369].1 Comparison with the similar account for 1492 (maximum total 270 men)
shows the increased strength of the bodyguard protecting Henry VIH.
Apart from the campaigns led personally by the sovereign, yeomen of the Guard were
occasionally deployed in forces under one of the commanders appointed by the king. This was
the case during the years 1520-22, in Ireland and in France, when the earl of Surrey was the
commander. A draft circular to certain members of the Guard shows that they were to appear
before the council on 24 March 1520, and to be ready to accompany the earl of Surrey to
Ireland at Easter.2 Since their pay was to be increased from 4d. to 6d. a day, the yeomen were
evidently among those discharged when reductions took place in 1515 or 1519, with a wage of
4d. a day and an obligation to serve the king when summoned. The circular also warned that
if they did not appear on the appointed day, other suitable persons would be put in their
places and they would be discharged.
A document in the State Papers shows that initially it was intended to send 400 members
of the king's Guard to Ireland in 1520, included in a total of 1,000 men.3 The accounts of the
treasurer of the Chamber for May show a sum of £40 paid to the lord admiral for 400 jackets
'for them that goeth with him in to Ireland'.4 The strength of the force eventually sent was
reduced to just over half, however, and only 220 of the Guard went with Surrey.5 This
reduction was probably an economy measure but may also have been influenced by the king's
requirement for sufficient personnel to serve him in France in July, at the Field of Cloth of
Gold, when 200 of the Guard were included in his large entourage.6 The earl of Surrey wrote
to the king from Dublin on 23 July, informing him that sickness was so prevalent in the English
pale that it was difficult to lodge the yeomen of the Guard in groups of 40, 30 or even 20 in
towns which were clear of infection. Many of the Guard were anxious to return to England,
some for fear of dying from the sickness, others because they could not live on their wages,
and several wished to take care of their farms, which they feared were being neglected in their
absence. Surrey reported that he had told them all that he dared not send any home until he
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had approval from the king.1 In fact 18 of the 220 members of the Guard sent with Surrey had
died by 24 September 1520.2
In July/August, Henry VIII granted Surrey's requests to have horsemen sent from the
north of England and Wales, and to discharge an appropriate number of the footmen of the
Guard to cover the cost. The king's letter indicated what Surrey had informed him, that many
of these footmen, being wealthy householders, would be contented to receive only Id. or 2d. a
day to return to England, if they were assured of 4d. a day after the wars were over. This
suggestion obviously appealed to the sovereign, whose further letter to Surrey in September
shows that 117 of the Guard were discharged and assigned Id. a day from the royal coffers
until the Irish war was ended.3 The royal accounts for 1 April 1521 also indicate that the rate
of Id. a day was indeed paid to certain members of the Guard,4 although others continued to
receive 6d. a day,5 as promised in the circular of March 1520.
Surrey returned to England in March 1522, when he was accompanied by 65 yeomen of
the Guard.6 In July he was sent to France, where his forces took the wealthy town of Morlaix.7
Hall mentions that the king greatly commended Surrey, and praised the members of his
Guard, 'and specially fifty, which left pilfering and never went from the lord captain'.8 At the
end of August Surrey was again dispatched overseas, entering Picardy with a force of over
14,000, together with 200 yeomen of the king's Guard.9
Once again, a few brief references to the presence of the king's Guard are sufficient to
indicate that the yeomen were employed in combat, even when the sovereign was not
personally involved. From the organization of supplies, ships and men, to the battle itself, the
yeomen of the Guard played a significant part in the warfare of the first two Tudor monarchs.
Why should they have been used in combat when the sovereign was not present? There may
have been several reasons for this. As members of the royal bodyguard their loyalty to the
king could be particularly relied upon. In addition, their experience and expertise in warfare
was probably an important influence in selecting them for service under an appointed
commander.
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resources to keep men on the royal payroll merely as a reward for past services when their
expertise could be utilized in this way, at little extra cost.

Garrison duties
(a) Calais
Several yeomen of the Guard served in the garrison at Calais, where positions were
eagerly sought.1 Possibly this provided a potential means of entry to royal service, as well as
to a career within the garrison itself. A record of soldiers serving in the town and castle of
Calais on 8 October 1501 includes names of several archers who may have been yeomen of the
Guard:- Henry Hill, William Dyer, William Hayward, Thomas Pinnock, John Gittons, John
Allen, David ap Howell and John Richmond.2 John and Bartholomew Flamank were described
as late soldiers of Calais when they were nominated to the next vacancies in the Guard in
September 1511.3 In November 1518 John Pigot received a payment of £8.1s.4d. to cover his
wages of 8d. a day from 3 March to 31 October. The warrant from the king to the treasurer of
the Chamber, authorizing the payment, commanded that Pigot was to receive this daily rate as
a reward until he entered into his former position at 8d. a day within the retinue of the town of
Calais.4 Another yeoman of the Guard known to have served in the garrison was John
Ovenden, who received wages of 4d. a day for 50 days from 1 April to 20 May 1520, on which
date he entered into wages at Calais.5

(b) Tournai
The military significance of the royal bodyguard did not always end as soon as the battle
was over.

As mentioned earlier, the campaign of 1513 terminated with the surrender of

Toumai to the English king, who made a triumphal entry into the fallen city on Sunday, 25
September 1513. When Henry VIII returned to England he left in Toumai an armed force of
5,0006 to safeguard the city against possible attack by the French. According to Hall, this force
included 400 of the Guard,7 and there is evidence from other sources to show that the yeomen
of the Guard played a notable part in the garrison which was set up as a short-term measure
until the war with France could be resumed in the following summer.
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further conflict did not mature, however, and the garrison continued to be manned for six
years, becoming an increasing financial burden to the English crown.
What contribution did the members of the Guard make to the life of the garrison? Several
of the yeomen held offices of various kinds, among them Henry Spurr, w ho was appointed
chief bowyer and keeper of the bows of the ordnance in Toumai in 1515,1 and John Clogge,
whose appointment as a gunner quartermaster was authorized by the king himself, in
recognition of Clogge's /true and faithful' service.2

In addition, Roger Hacheman was

appointed keeper of the seal of the bailliage, or 'seal royal' in 1515, back-dated to the king's
victory over the city on 21 September 1513.3 This particular appointment was a matter of
concern to the lieutenant there in 1515, Lord Mountjoy, who communicated his feelings to
Wolsey on 12 July. He pointed out that his predecessor, Sir Edward Poynings, had given the
office to a learned man of the town who still retained it, and who was very suitable for the
position, while Hacheman had 'neither learning nor great language'.4 Despite Mountjoy's
objection, Hacheman was granted the office for life, although by September 1516 the office was
held by a Toumaisien lawyer.5
The garrison posed many problems, in which members of the Guard became involved.
Early in 1515 economy measures were introduced, which included administrative changes and
a reduction in the garrison, although not in the Guard, which at that time totalled 314, plus a
captain, Sir Richard Jemingham, and four petty captains.6 The morale of the occupying force
was adversely affected by the economy measures, coupled with a rumour that it was proposed
to pay the wages of the garrison monthly in arrears rather than in advance.7 According to
Hall, all the soldiers rebelled except those who were of the Guard.8 Nevertheless, the situation
was exacerbated by a yeoman of the Guard, Davy ap Howell, who succeeded in persuading
many of the soldiers that they would lose a month's pay if the proposal were to be
implemented, and he led the demonstration which took place outside the council's meeting
place on 6 February 1515.9 The difficulties experienced by Lord Mountjoy led him to send a
declaration to the king, showing what action was necessary to ensure the safe keeping of the
city. Significantly, one of the points included in the declaration was a request for a letter to be
1.
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sent from the king to his Guard, enforcing obedience to the lieutenant there.1 It is not clear
whether Davy ap Howell was punished for his behaviour, but he may have lost his position at
Toumai. Possibly he was the unnamed yeoman of the Guard referred to in Mountjoy's letter to
Wolsey of 12 July 1515, where the former complained that a member of the Guard recently
mustered in England was 'one that was put out from hence for his misrule and was one of the
chief beginners of the business at my first coming7.2 The demonstration achieved the desired
effect, however, and the soldiers were assured that wages would continue to be paid in
advance.
Nevertheless, discontent among members of the garrison again arose over the method of
wage payments in May 1518. A change to quarterly payments had been made in 1517, when
Sir Richard Jemingham was appointed governor or lieutenant, but his skill in handling the
garrison apparently avoided any trouble.3 On 22 April 1518, however, Wolsey addressed a
letter to the gentlemen, constables and vinteners of Toumai indicating a proposal to pay them
half yearly, to bring them in line with other garrisons, and asked them to confirm that they
would be 7content7 with this arrangement.4 This invitation to comment elicited strong and
well-reasoned protests from the three groups concerned. Their replies were similar, especially
those from the ten vinteners and fourteen constables, all of whom were also members of the
Guard, as shown in Table 6, p.99.5 They pointed out that prices for food, drink and other
commodities were high and that the local traders were reluctant to extend credit to the English.
In addition, unlike other garrisons, they had to pay a tax of 40s. on a tun of wine and Is. on a
barrel of beer. Attention was also drawn to the fact that the members of the garrison were not
among friends, as were those in other garrisons, and that the currency was not worth so much
in purchasing power.6 The constables continued their letter with a plea for the king to have
consideration and pity for them, Considering the true and faithful service that w e his poor
Servants, yeomen of his most Honourable Guard with all the whole Retinue of the said
Garrison, have done unto his Highness heretofore and hereafter intendeth to do7.7
The statements made were fully supported by Jemingham in forwarding the letters to
Wolsey, although it is not clear whether six-monthly pay was introduced before Toumai was
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Table 6: Yeomen of the Guard at Tournai who signed the letter of
protest to Wolsey and the Council
Vinteners

Constables

Robert Leighton
Henry Birde
Gerard Osbome
Clement Frere
Hugh Bennett
Griffith Rede
Roger Griffith
Richard Heyboume
John Allen
John Turner

John Prince
William Bentall
Richard Forster
Robert Mitchell
John Erdeley
Thomas Gray
Thomas Stribithill
William Harford
Richard Dobell
Evan Bodmer
John Brodger
Thomas Wallett
Richard Stone
Robert Axe

Sources: BL Cotton Ms. Caligula E.1,146; LP II ii, 3321 and 3322; Strype,
I ii, Appendix 4.

returned to the French in 1519.1 An unknown number of the Guard remained in the city until
that time, when, as reported by Hall:'In the end of March the king sent for all the yeomen of [the] Guard
that were come from Toumai, and after many good words given to
them, he granted to them 4d. the day without attendance, except they
were specially commanded/ 2

Possible disaffection in the Guard
The loyalty shown to the king by the yeomen of the Guard rarely seems to have been
doubted, but in 1524 a rumour was heard of possible disaffection by a few individuals. Sir
William Fitzwilliam informed Wolsey on 13 May of a report that the Burgundians had taken
certain Englishmen of Richard de la Pole's who were formerly in the king's Guard, 'Tompson
being one'. Fitzwilliam continued that he did not know whether this was true but that he had
written to Fynes (the Burgundian leader) not to let them go for any ransom, as he would
reward those who took the prisoners when he knew the king's pleasure and Wolsey's.3 The
next day Fitzwilliam wrote again to Wolsey, saying he had received a letter from Fynes,
denying that there were any Englishmen taken belonging to Richard de la Pole. Nevertheless,
Fitzwilliam reported, a Burgundian archer of the garrison at Guisnes had told him that he saw
1.
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such Englishmen go into St. Omers.1 Nothing further has been discovered about this rumour,
however.

Conclusion
As indicated throughout this chapter, members of the royal bodyguard were engaged
in a wide variety of activities covering all aspects of warfare and national security. They were
in evidence whenever there was a need to protect the king or his territories, and wherever the
authority of the crown was to be upheld. As part of the royal affinity, they performed the
duties allotted to them in a diligent way, and their trustworthy service to the monarch was
extended also to his lieutenant. Nevertheless, some evidence of unrest, if not dissent, involving
a few yeomen has been indicated, in the request for the king to write to the Guard enforcing
obedience to the lieutenant of the garrison at Toumai, and possibly in the rumour of defection
to Richard de la Pole. On the whole, though, the Guard's loyalty to the monarch was never in
doubt, and it continued to be a distinctive and permanent body which could be readily
transformed into a military force, providing the nucleus of a royal army.
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Chapter 5

The Role of the Guard in the Localities
Sir John Fortescue, in his book The Governance of England, written in the 1470s, advised
that the king might maintain his servants by office rather than land, so that he need not give
away his own livelihood, and that such offices should be given to those who served only the
king. By this means, Fortescue stated, the king would have 'a greater might and a guard of his
officers7 whenever he wished to call upon them. "For the might of the land, after the great
lords thereof, standith most in the king's officers. For they best rule the countries where their
offices are, which is in every part of the land/ 1 Fortescue considered that a bailiff could do
more in his area than a man of degree without office, and that a forester of the king could bring
more men to the field well arrayed than a knight or squire "of right great livelihood" dwelling
nearby who held no such office.2
The practice of appointing royal servants to local offices was well established when Henry
VII ascended the throne. Many yeomen of the Guard were among those who received such
offices, and the volume of grants to them is striking owing to their great number as a specific
group of royal retainers.
This chapter aims to show how the yeomen of the Guard were deployed in extending
royal authority to the provinces, as part of their role in the king's "bastard feudal' affinity A
brief statement on bastard feudalism and the nature of the royal affinity is followed by a
description of the hierarchy of local government offices.

A substantial section then gives

examples of the local offices to which individual members of the Guard were appointed. The
fees and other benefits attached to these offices are also described. Details are then shown of
the yeomen's activities in their various local offices, including some of the problems
encountered.

Bastard feudal society and the royal affinity
The so-called "bastard feudal" society of the late middle ages and early modem period
was a term first used towards the end of the nineteenth century by Plummer and developed in
the mid-twentieth century by McFarlane. It was defined by the latter to describe a society
"where the tenurial bond between lord and vassal had been superseded as the primary social
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tie by the personal contract between master and man7.1

In other words, the tenurial

relationship had been replaced by the performance of service in return for a cash payment. Yet
the link between them continued to be one of mutual benefit; while the lord or master expected
certain services from members of his affinity, such as assistance in his business and local
affairs, he would in return be prepared to use his influence in supporting the interests of those
members, particularly where legal cases were involved. Although in this respect there was no
more than a moral obligation on the lord's part, his co-operation and potential protection was
known as 'good lordship'.
The royal affinity had the same basic characteristics as the affinities of the great magnates
and lords. It consisted of the king's household servants, his retainers, annuitants and tenants,
as well as his more personal associates, courtiers and high-ranking officers.

The affinity

provided a retinue, both to protect the king and to display publicly his sovereignty and wealth.
In addition, it supplied the means of extending royal authority throughout most regions of the
country, and of keeping the king informed of local conditions. Therefore the affinity provided
an effective tool for controlling substantial areas of the kingdom. In return for their service,
whether paid or unpaid, members of the affinity looked directly to the king for his 'good
lordship'.
The monarch was particularly well placed to distribute his authority throughout the
realm by appointing members of his affinity to crown offices in the localities. Although many
of these offices could be served by a deputy, the status of the office holder was important, as it
bestowed some prestige locally.

Conversely, while appointment to a crown office was

prestigious to an individual, it was also advantageous for the monarch to select individuals of
standing in their own localities for deployment on the king's behalf. In this way the natural
leaders in a region could ensure co-operation among the gentry, at least in theory, to support
the interests of the king. In addition to extending royal authority to the regions and ensuring
that trustworthy men were placed in certain posts, grants of office were therefore also a means
of rewarding the past service of individuals, and encouraging them to remain loyal.

The hierarchy of local government
To set in context the kind of offices to which members of the Guard were appointed, a
brief outline follows on the organization of local government and its hierarchy of officials in
the early Tudor period.

1.

Each shire, or county, was divided into administrative units of

See Plummer's introduction to Fortescue; K. B. McFarlane, Bastard Feudalism, BIHR 20 (1945), 161-180,
cited in J. G. Bellamy, Bastard Feudalism and the Law (1989) [hereafter Bellamy], p.2.
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hundreds, boroughs and townships, and each of these divisions might be administered directly
by an official of the king.1 The principal county offices were those of sheriff, escheator, and
justices of the peace. To be eligible for appointment to any of these offices, candidates were
required to be land holders of some substance, that is worth at least £20 per annum, and
justices of the peace had to be resident in the county. Other permanent officers in the counties
were coroners (who were also required to be land-holders), constables, gaolers, customs
controllers and collectors, and forest officials.

The customs or port officers were usually

required to serve personally in their posts.2 In certain areas, known as franchises or liberties,
where a powerful individual or a corporation held delegated royal authority to administer the
king's laws, the same administrative units were used, the officials being appointed by those
holding the delegated authority. In such liberties the chief official was known as the steward
rather than the sheriff, but all other offices were similar to the county offices.3
As the head of the county hierarchy of officials the sheriff was the chief financial officer
and the principal representative of the crown within the shire. Some sheriffs held office for
two counties, such as for instance Bedford and Buckingham or Warwick and Leicester.4 The
sheriff was selected annually by the king, who made his choice by 'pricking7 one of the three
names submitted to him as suitable candidates for the office by the lords of the council, royal
justices, barons of the Exchequer and Master of the Rolls.5 Because of his authority and
responsibilities, the sheriff was usually selected from the higher gentry. As well as taking
responsibility for the administration of justice, receiving and executing writs relating to the
shire, and presiding over the county court, the sheriff controlled the selection of jurors and was
authorized to raise the posse comitatus (county armed forces) in times of political crises.6 The
sheriff had a staff of his own, including a deputy as under-sheriff, at least one receiver for
revenues, clerks to keep the records of the local exchequer and chancery, sergeants and bailiffs.
The regular local officials appointed as hundred bailiffs and constables, riding or itinerant
bailiffs, constables of castles and townships, bedels and catchpolls, were liable to receive orders
from the sheriff even if they were not actually of his staff.7
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The function of county escheator, formerly part of the sheriff's duties, had evolved by the
fourteenth century into a separate office.1 Like the sheriff, the escheator was appointed on an
annual basis. Although the qualification for office of holding land to the value of at least £20
per annum continued to be the same as that for the sheriff, escheators tended to be appointed
from the minor gentry.2 The main responsibility of the escheator was to ensure that the king
received the feudal rights and revenues due to him from sources within the county.

A

principal function of the office, therefore, was to hold an inquisition post mortem upon the death
of a tenant-in-chief, to determine the value of the lands held in chief, that is from the king. The
escheator would take the lands into royal custody and establish who was the legal heir. If the
deceased left an heir under age, the escheator arranged for a wardship to be made. Land also
escheated to the king in cases where it was forfeited by attainder. A further important duty of
the escheator was to restore 'the temporalities' (or the possessions and endowments) of
religious houses upon the election of a new abbot or abbess. The office of escheator covered
two counties in many instances, the country having been divided into specific areas or
escheatries by the time of Henry V.3
While the office of escheator declined to some extent towards the end of Henry VH's
reign, giving way to ad hoc commissions, the commission of the peace was growing in
importance. Justices of the peace were appointed by the crown, acting on the advice of the
chancellor, treasurer and council. In practice the local magnates and more powerful gentry
probably influenced the choice of candidates through their network of contacts on the council.4
Justices of the peace were concerned with minor crime and disorder and had authority to make
arrests, imprison suspects and send them for trial, as well as to take security for keeping the
peace. By Tudor times the justices of the peace were drawn from magnates, knights of the
shire, local gentry, lawyers and clergy.5

Appointment of yeomen to county offices: fees and other benefits
On the whole yeomen of the Guard do not appear to have been appointed as sheriffs,
although there may be a few exceptions. Three sheriffs who were possibly yeomen of the
Guard were Anthony Hansard, pricked for Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire in 1523,
Thomas Jermyn, selected for Norfolk and Suffolk in 1530, and Peter Motion, who was
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appointed sheriff of Flint in November 1541.1 John Piers, clerk of the cheque to the Guard, was
appointed bailiff and sheriff of the twelve hides of Glastonbury, Somerset, in November 1546,2
and David Cecil, a former yeoman of the Guard, became sheriff of Northamptonshire in 1532,3
when he was a sergeant at arms.
Among the yeomen appointed to the office of escheator were Henry Ley, for Devon and
Cornwall in November 1487,4 John Markham, for Essex and Hertfordshire in November 1488,5
and Robert Lloyd for Denbigh, North Wales, in 1492 and 1509.6 Yeomen serving as collectors
of customs and subsidies in ports (often called searchers of ships) included John Smethurst,
appointed for the port of Yarmouth, Norfolk, on 18 September 1501,7 and William Keby,
appointed for the port of Boston, Lincolnshire, in October 1509.8 It was in the interests of
holders of this office to perform their duties diligently, since they received a proportion of any
goods seized on the king's behalf. John Smethurst's patent, for instance, granted him 'the
usual wages with half the forfeitures',9 and George Geffron's grant of 11 June 1507 for the ports
of Exeter and Dartmouth allowed him a proportion of all forfeitures 'taken by him or his
deputy.'10 The latter shows that, despite the normal requirement for this office to be performed
in person, it was sometimes possible to serve by deputy. In March 1522 Robert Wood or
Delwood was licensed to appoint deputies in his office of customer at Kingston-on-Hull,
'having been retained as usher of the Chamber'.11 On the other hand, John Whittington was
excused from duties at court c.1508 because he had a 'chargeable' office at Bristol. This was as
customer or searcher in the port there.12
Yeomen of the Guard who were appointed receivers of lands included John Pole, receiver
of the earl of Huntingdon's lands in Somerset and Dorset by 1491,13 and Anthony Hansard,
receiver of the lands of the late Lord Welles and Lady Cecilia, in August 1509.14 Those holding
the office of steward included Owen ap Griffith, appointed steward and hayward of the
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lordship of Laughame, Carmarthen, in September 1485,1 and John Sandford, appointed
steward of the town of Marton, Westmorland, in September 1514.2 John Byde was appointed
constable of Totnes, Somerset, in I486,3 and Thomas Gray held the posts in reversion of
steward and constable of Castle Donington, Leicestershire, in 1535.4 Among those holding
office as coroner were Henry Strete for Devonshire in the 1520s-30s,5 and Ralph Warbleton,
yeoman of the crown, in the lordship of Holdemess, Yorkshire, from 1522.6
The bulk of the varied offices granted to the yeomen of the Guard throughout the reigns
of the first two Tudor monarchs included those of bailiff, parker, forester or ranger, keeper or
constable of castle and gaoler, as well as tax collector of various kinds. More details can be
seen in Appendix D. Many of these offices involved ensuring that the revenues due to the
crown were actually paid, while others were concerned with maintenance and control of lands
and forests, or security. The fees paid for these offices varied to some extent, and often the true
value was far greater, with additional benefits such as rights of pasture or wood for fuel, or the
provision of a lodge as a dwelling.
Robert Bonnington, bailiff of the town of Chapel Brampton, Northamptonshire, in June
1510, received 2d. a day (£3. Os. lOd. per annum),7 while John Hickling was paid Id. a day in
1530 as bailiff of the lordship of Moulton, Northamptonshire, with 40s. per annum as keeper of
the warren there.8 In July 1538 William Bonde was appointed reeve and bailiff of Charlton
Camville, Somerset, receiving "the pasturing of 100 sheep, the farm of one acre of meadow,
pasture for 16 beasts upon the down and in other places, and the keeping of two woods there
with herbage of the same within the lordship of Carleton Somers'.9 At the same time Bonde
was appointed bailiff of the adjoining hundred of Horethome, taking two loads of wood every
year.

These benefits were in addition to 'the usual fees' for the offices.10 Richard Pigot

received 4d. a day (£6. Is. 8d. annually) in 1486 as keeper of Portnall park, Surrey,11 and John
Whitwell, as keeper of the garden of Langley and overseer of the garden of Woodstock in 1511,
was paid 10 marks (£6.13s. 4d.) per annum.12 John Baldwin, one of the four foresters of Galtres
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forest, Yorkshire, received 4d. a day upon appointment in September 1485,1 and Richard
Frere's fee as ranger of Kingsbere, alias Westbere, forest in county Southampton was 2d. a day
in 1496.2 The fee for the ranger of Waltham forest, however, held by Ralph Coterell, yeoman of
the crown, in 1485 and William Rolte in 1521, was 6d. a day.3
In 1492 William Bendell received three offices in one patent, all in the county of
Gloucestershire - as bailiff of the hundred of Berkeley, with an annual fee of 40s., parker of
Whitecliffe park, also with 40s. annually, and bailiff of the lordship or manor of Arlfngham, at
20s., making a total in fees of £5 per annum.4 Robert Wighthill's grant of 10 January 1496 as
controller of the works and woods and supervisor of the foresters, park keepers and officers of
the woods in the manors of Woodstock, Havebergh, Stonejfjield and Wcjtton, Oxford, as well as
Woodstock park, gave him a variety of benefits. He was to receive lid . a day, together with
four cartloads of hay and six cartloads of wood for fuel, pasture for two cows and two horses,
and a mansion within Woodstock manor known as 'the controller's lodging'.5 John Gilmin's
patent as keeper of Bristol castle in February 1509 included the profits of the small close of six
acres there, worth 10s. a year, and of the moats of the castle.6 John Punche, yeoman of the
crown, as constable of Shrewsbury castle, 'with the keeping of the gaol and prisoners there',
received a fee of 7!d. a day (£11. 8s. lid . p.a.) in September 1485, with a further grant of a
meadow near Hencote, at an annual rent of 12d.7 while Peter Motton, constable of Pembroke
castle in March 1528, was paid at the rate of £5 per annum.8
These examples by no means exhaust the type of office in which the yeomen served, but
are the most representative. They may be compared with the use made of royal servants in
the reigns of Edward IV and Richard III, when yeomen of the crown were appointed to similar
offices. For instance in 1474 Hugh Shirley was escheator in Hereford and the marches of Wales
adjacent;9 in June 1482 Thomas Patyngeham was bailiff of the lordship of Walsall,
Staffordshire,10 and John Sylton was a collector of customs and subsidies in the port of
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Chichester;1 and in August 1484 Nicholas Rigby had been granted for life the constableship of
the king's castle of Bodiam, Sussex, with the keeping of the park there.2
Among the more unusual grants was that of Robert Rake, yeoman of the crown, whose

*

appointment as keeper of Freemantle park, county Southampton, in September 1486, included
in addition to 'the ancient emoluments of the office' a payment of 5 marks annually for life 'for
conveying to the park by pipes and carts a sufficient supply of water for the game and wild
animals' there, 'it having come to the king's knowledge that game and wild animals of
Freemantle park often die from want of water in seasons of drought'.3 Other unusual grants
were those received by Henry Marton and Baldwin Heath. Henry Marton was appointed to
the governorship of the lead mines in the lordship of Middleham in November 1493,
succeeding Edward Walton, another yeoman, who forfeited the office by his rebellion.4
Baldwin Heath was appointed surveyor of the king's 'stallions and studs' in the counties of
Warwickshire and Worcestershire in December 1519.5 This office gave Heath authority to
appoint three servants to attend the horses and break in their foals, and a smith to administer
medicines, with 4d. a day for himself and certain pastures, 2d. a day for each of the servants,
and 40s. a year for the smith, to be paid from the revenues of Warwick's and Spencer's lands.
In addition, Heath was appointed keeper of the stables in the manor of Upton, Worcestershire,
and of the lodge and colthouse in Budbrcjke, Warwickshire, with 100s. allowed for mowing,
23s. 4d. for forage, collars, shoeing, etc., for each of three 'stallions', and for every foal broken
in.6
Many examples may be found where office-holders took the opportunity to add to their
spheres of activity in the area of an initial grant, being well placed to find out which offices
became available.

One of the yeomen concerned was John Barkatt, already bailiff of the

lordship of Chaddesley Corbett, Worcestershire, when he was granted in June 1508 the fishery
of Harvington at a rent of 20s., the herbage of the park there at a rent of 20s., the farm of
Harvington at a rent of 53s. 4d., and the profit of the 'chase of coneys' there at a rent of 6s. 8d.7
John Braband also acquired additional offices. He already held the crown fee of 6d. a day from
2 July 1509, and was appointed bailiff of the lordship of Exminster, Devon, in October of that
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year, with the use of the meadows, coney warren, fishing, and a tenement and stable.1 A year
later he received a fresh patent, to include the office of keeper of the woods called Otterbury,
with the rabbit warren in Ken and Exminster, to date from Michaelmas 1509? On 11 April
1511 this patent was again renewed, to add to the foregoing two meadows called Woodmede,
alias Lachemershe, near Otterbury wood, as well as a garden with the tenement and stable.

Offices granted in survivorship and reversion
In some cases a patent was surrendered by the holder in exchange for a new one to
include another person, either a colleague or relative, in survivorship.

This type of grant

ensured that the original grantee kept his patent but chose his successor, and when the position
became vacant it could be automatically claimed by the second party. John Gilmin, who was
appointed keeper of Bristol castle in February 1509,4 was granted a new patent on 26 April
1515, appointing him also as doorward of the castle, in survivorship with his colleague John
Williams.5 Following the death of Williams, a patent of 27 June 1524 appointed Gilmin to both
offices together with his son John, an usher of the Chamber, in survivorship.6 Thomas Johns
and Thomas his son were appointed keepers of Witeley park, Surrey, in survivorship, in July
1521, on surrender by the father of his patent dated 20 September 1514 granting the same to
him and his son Robert, 'now deceased'.7
Other grants in survivorship were made by agreement with another courtier, often for a
cash consideration, to enhance his standing or control in a particular area, or to provide certain
advantages. For example, in September 1510 Henry Skillman received a grant in survivorship
with Sir John Petche as keeper of Eltham park, of the houses in Eltham manor and of the new
park of Home.8 These offices had been held by Skillman alone since September 1485.9 Robert
Acurs, another yeoman, and Anthony Knyvet, gentleman usher of the Privy Chamber, were
granted in survivorship the offices of bailiff and keeper of Barkeswell park, Warwickshire, with
the herbage and pannage, in January 1529.10 Even high-ranking courtiers such as Sir Charles
Somerset and Sir William Sandys obtained offices as parker, the former at Postem park,
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Derby,1 and the latter at Crookham, Berkshire.2

Fortescue indicates the reason for the

advantage to be gained from such appointments, suggesting that "such men as serve about the
king's person or in his council, may have in their counties a parkership for their disport, or
such another office as they may keep by their deputies".3
Grants in reversion also became fairly common under the early Tudors, in contrast to the
preceding Yorkist regime, when they were very rare owing to a reluctance to allow officeholding by an implied hereditary title.4 This type of grant took effect when the current office
holder died or relinquished the post. On 14 November 1509 James Borough was appointed
bailiff, in reversion, of the lordships of Sutton-on-Derwent and Elvington, Yorkshire, which
office was currently held by one John Eglisfeld.5 In December 1530 William Morice received
the grant of office in reversion as surveyor and general receiver of the possessions of Margaret,
late countess of Richmond and Derby, the king's grandmother, in England, Wales and the
marches thereof, which office had been granted earlier to James Morice (William's father) and
Hugh Edwards, deceased.6
Appointments to the office of one of the 24 yeomen of the crown in receipt of the crown
fee, or to sergeant at arms, were also often made in reversion or survivorship. In June 1528
Edward Ingham, yeoman usher of the Chamber, received a grant in reversion of the crown fee
of 6d. a day which had been granted to William Standon by patent of 28 May 1513.7 Henry
Holden in December 1529 received the reversionary grant of the crown fee held by Hugh
Parker.8 John Amyas and Thomas his son were granted the office of sergeant at arms in
survivorship, in April 1523, on surrender of John's patent of 16 February 1520.9

Contemporary conduct in securing offices
The proximity of courtiers to the king, or their cordial relationship with one of his
ministers or personal servants, was often crucial to the outcome of a bid to acquire a particular
office or property lease. Probably a typical example of contemporary attitudes is indicated in
the letter sent to Cromwell on 30 June 1533 by Nicholas Jackson, sergeant at arms and a former
yeoman of the Guard, concerning a grant which he was hoping to obtain from the king:-
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'You promised me the farm of Canne Hall, for which several persons
are making labour with the king. Make what haste you can, and let
the lease endure for 60 or 80 years. As I am the king's servant I
should have it as well as another.'1
As E. W. Ives demonstrates in his detailed study of the career of Sir William Brereton, the
methods used by courtiers to further their own interest were often ruthless, and it was not
uncommon for a person of some standing to oust deliberately an existing office holder.2
Evidence of this behaviour may be seen in the case of Nicholas Poyntz (later Sir Nicholas), who
was appointed keeper of Micklewood chase in Gloucestershire in February 1533,3 which office
Thomas ap Guilliam, one of the Guard, had held since February 1510.4 A letter sent by Poyntz
to Cromwell early in February 1533 reveals such a situation, and even a twinge of conscience:'... Whereas the king gave Thomas ap Gwillyms the keepership of
Micklewood chase in Gloucestershire but afterwards, at your desire,
gave it to me for term of my life, I beg you will let me know what is
the king's pleasure concerning Gwillym's grant. I suppose I should
have obtained it by gentleness, but do not like to meddle therein
without knowing your further pleasure.'5
Poyntz's gain was short-lived, however, since in February 1535 Thomas ap Guilliam and his
son John were granted in survivorship the offices of ranger of the Forest of Dean,
Gloucestershire, bailiff of Fownhope and Mansell Lacy, Herefordshire, and keeper of
Micklewood chase, Gloucestershire, on surrender of the earlier grants to Thomas alone.6
Speed of action was also necessary to secure positions which were likely to attract several
applicants. This is well illustrated by William Sabyn's success in gaining the controllership of
the Ipswich customs in August 1527.7 By June of that year it was known that Sir Edward
Echingham, who held the office, was ill. Henry Wingfield, who through family connections
was probably one of the first to hear of Echingham's condition, made a bid for the office. He
had the backing of the duke of Suffolk, who obtained the support of the duke of Norfolk, the
lord treasurer. Walter Walshe, a groom of the Privy Chamber, was asked to approach Henry
VIII upon the matter, and the king agreed to the appointment, conditional upon Norfolk's
opinion. Suffolk informed Walshe that Norfolk was agreeable and Walshe was asked to solicit
the king further for Henry Wingfield. Norfolk also approached Lord Rochford and asked him
to speak to the king about the suit. By 15 July only Walshe's final solicitation remained to be
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made, and Echingham had died no more than a week earlier. But Sabyn obviously acted even
faster, as he was able to secure a grant under the great seal for the office on 23 August.1 As
Steven Gunn points out, 'with Wolsey abroad, Norfolk and Suffolk in the country, Rochford
only just on his way to court and Wingfield too busy to come to London, the situation may
have been exceptional/2 Nevertheless, Sabyn was influential in Ipswich, his native town. He
was the former yeoman of the crown and noted sea captain who was known personally to
Henry VIII, and by this time he had become a sergeant at arms.
In other cases persons of rank were granted offices when the yeomen surrendered them
or died. In March 1513 Sir William Sandys was appointed bailiff of Crookham, Berkshire, and
keeper of both parks there, on surrender of John Stanshaw's patent of 24 September 1485.4
Following the death of Lewis ap Rice, Sir Francis Bryan was appointed to the offices of bailiff
and park keeper of Hanslope, Buckinghamshire.5 Upon the death of Edmund Horsley of the
Guard in 1537, Sir Giles Capell petitioned Cromwell, unsuccessfully, for his offices in
Beaulieu.6
In addition to grants of office by the king, members of the Guard occasionally received an
appointment from a nobleman. In January 1545 John Piers, clerk of the cheque to the Guard,
was appointed clerk of the courts of Henry Percy, earl of Northumberland, in Yorkshire.7

Service on commissions
There was another way in which yeomen of the Guard were involved in county activities.
This was by their appointment to serve on a variety of commissions, not only in preparation
for war, as shown in chapter 4, but in peace time also. In September 1492 John Bingham was
one of six commissioners appointed to oversee Richard Berkeley and James Rawson, masters
respectively of the ships the Mary and the Anthony, both of Winchelsea. Together with other
vessels, these had been appointed to protect the ships and fishermen of the Cinque Ports. The
commissioners were to levy contributions for the expenses involved from those who desired to
fish under protection.8 In November 1506 John Edwardes was on a commission to enquire of
wards, marriages, reliefs, etc., in Warwickshire and Worcestershire,9 and in November 1508
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John Dyson received a commission to enquire in the county of Stafford 'of the lands of felons,
of widow s who had married without licence, etc/1 David Cecil served on several commissions
for sewers, in Lincolnshire in December 1503 and March 1524,2 and in Rutland and
Lincolnshire in July 1505.3 Robert Kirk was one of two commissioners appointed in April 1521
to make inquisition in all counties concerning false weights and measures, with £20 a year from
the fines and forfeitures.4 Among the yeomen serving on commissions for the collection of the
subsidy were John Amadas, for Devon in 1523-4,5 and John Flamank for the hundred of Trigg,
Cornwall, in 1524-7.6 Robert Langdon, a commissioner of the peace in Cornwall in 1538,7 and
Richard Selman, who served on many commissions of the peace for Shropshire and
Staffordshire between 1508 and 1539,8 may have been the yeomen of the Guard of those names.
More positive examples are found, however, of sergeants at arms, formerly of the Guard,
serving on these particular commissions. Among these were Henry Thornton in Somerset, in
February 1531, and December 1532 to January 1533;9 Thomas Greenway in Buckinghamshire,
in November 1512, October 1514 and December 1536;10 and David Cecil in Rutland in 1531/

2.11

Activities of office holders
Some evidence of the activities of early Tudor office-holders may still be found. To start
at the highest level, the circumstances of David Cecil's second term of office as sheriff of
Northamptonshire illustrate both the reasoning behind the selection of a particular individual
for the position, and the fact that the king was not bound to choose one of the three names
submitted to him. The surviving correspondence also shows that the manipulation of jurors by
sheriffs was an accepted fact at the time.

Cecil had sought Cromwell's assistance for re

appointment as sheriff in the coming year. In a letter of 4 November 1532 Cecil reminded
Cromwell that the king had promised that he should lose nothing by taking the office, but
pointed out that he would be a great loser unless he had the office for a further term.12 At this
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time the lands of the former sheriff, Sir William Spencer, recently deceased, were in dispute,
since one of Lady Spencer's brothers, Edmund Knightley, was attempting to 'defeat the king's
title to the heir', despite an agreement reached in the matter between Lady Spencer and the
executors.1 Cromwell had received letters from Sir Thomas Audley and Edward Montague,
both dated 4 November 1532, recommending that Cecil should be appointed sheriff of
Northamptonshire again in the coming year. Each letter shows that there was a strong reason
for doing so, apart from the advantage to Cedi himself. Audley's letter informed Cromwell
that 'David Cecil, the sheriff, has endeavoured himself uprightly for the king and shows me
there is no doubt in the jury, but that the king shall be truly served.'2 Montague advised
Cecil's continuance in office 'as the king's matters concerning Spencer and Mauntel's lands are
not yet found.'3 These comments clearly show that, with Cecil in office, his influence over the
selection of jurors would ensure a decision in the king's favour. A statement in Audley's letter
also shows that he would have recommended Cedi to serve again but the judges advised that
he could not do so.4 In the event the three names submitted to the king for sheriff of
Northamptonshire were Sir Thomas Tresham, Thomas Griffith and Sir William Parre. The king
chose none of these but added the name of 'Davy Cissell' in the margin of the document, and
Cecil was duly appointed.5
Apart from such well-documented examples, evidence exists of office-holders' more
mundane activities. Among the surviving accounts of escheators who were yeomen of the
Guard are those of Thomas Grove, appointed to the office for Bedfordshire and
Buckinghamshire on 5 November 1499,6 Edmond Huntwade, appointed escheator for
Northamptonshire and Rutland on 6 November 1489,7 and Nicholas Owdeby, appointed
escheator for Lincolnshire on 5 November 1490.8 A few of the ledgers and accounts have
survived of George Geffron, collector of customs and subsidies on exports in the ports of
Exeter and Dartmouth and adjacent places. These cover only the years 1523-24, 1528-29 and
1530-33,9 although he was originally appointed to office as early as June 1507.10 The accounts

Ibid., 1051,1298.
Ibid., 1518.
Ibid., 1517.
Ibid., 1518.
Ibid., 1598 (10).
Calendar of Fine Rolls, 670; E150/5; Calendar of Inquisitions Post Mortem, Henry VII [hereafter CIPM], 3
vols. (1898,1915,1955), iii, 874-91.
7. Calendar of Fine Rolls, 325; E150/671; CIPM, i, 557,666,667.
8. Calendar of Fine Rolls, 341; E150/1238 (accounts for October 1492).
9. E122/42/8; E122/42/10; E122/201/7,43/3,43/5 and 43/8.
10. Calendar of Fine Rolls, 860.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

-114-

dating from Michaelmas 1533 to March 1534 were completed by Geffron's w idow and
executrix, Joan Geffron.1
Accounts of receipts by the treasurer of the Chamber in Henry VII's reign also indicate
that the yeomen were actively engaged in collecting revenues for the king. Sums of £13 and
£20 respectively were received by the treasurer from John Wattes and John Amyas in the
autumn of 1487.2 In June 1489 receipts are recorded of £40.7s. 6d. from Henry Walker and £17
from Thomas Trollop Tor the collectors of Lincolnshire',3 and of £283 from the same two
yeomen in July Tor Lindsey in Lincolnshire'.4
Two examples show the yeomen safeguarding the king's interests against tax evasion.
David Gough, yeoman of the crown, petitioned the king in October 1488 for a piece of broad
cloth and three kerseys which were forfeited to the crown as the owner intended to send them
overseas without paying the customs duties. Henry VII signified his agreement to this request
to the officers of the Exchequer at their discretion, provided that thereby 'no man be injured by
us contrary to our laws'.5 Richard Braine, yeoman of the crown, a riding forester of the Forest
of Dean, seized as goods forfeited to the king a quantity of fish worth £40 which had been
purchased at Minehead, Somerset, in December 1500 and was being conveyed on the river
Severn to Gloucester, presumably without payment of the relevant dues.6

Problems encountered by office holders and commissioners
There were occasions when the yeomen were obstructed in their duties, perhaps due to
personal rivalry or ill-feeling locally. Henry Birde evidently experienced some difficulty in
carrying out his duties as bailiff of Ashbourne and of Wirkworth, Derbyshire, in 1534. A letter
addressed to all tenants and inhabitants in these places ordered them to pay to the bailiff and
his deputy the rents and customs due to the king, and to assist him in his office, 'not letting for
Sir Thomas Cokayne nor Sir Henry Sacheverell nor any other'.7 A communication sent to John
Scudamore from Robert Burgoyn on 7 February 1540 required the former, 'in accordance with
the enclosed letter of the Chancellor unto us directed,' to put the bearer, William Penson, one
of the king's Guard, 'in peaceable possession of his office of keeping the park of Hallow .,
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Worcestershire/1 At times complaints were made about the actions taken by the yeomen in the
exorcise of their offices. One of the yeomen, John Reynolds, alias John ap Rhydderch, was clerk
of Ihe peace and of the crown for Merioneth and Anglesey, North Wales, from February 1542.
He was co-defendant with the clerk of the peace for Carnarvonshire in a suit brought by the
inhabitants of the counties concerned, complaining of dem ands for excessive fees and
excessively frequent appearances from persons bound over to the peace/2
The difficulties likely to be encountered in carrying out duties, allied with an element of
personal enmity, can be seen in a case in Cornwall. At an unrecorded date between 1527-30,
John Amadas, sergeant at arms, and Thomas Mone, yeoman of the Guard (presumably
Amadas's son-in-law of that name), were two of the four commissioners appointed to
Q _
investigate robberies at sea, upon the complaint of Barnard Bullen, a Breton merchant. The
culprits, at least ten in number, were all inhabitants of Looe, Cornwall. When brought before
the commissioners in Looe parish church, they confessed to the crime and restored goods to
the value of £3 to Bullen, agreeing to compensate him for the rest of his goods which they had
stolen.

At this moment, one William Kendall entered the church, allegedly with about a

hundred persons whose identity was unknown to the commissioners, 'riotously arrayed with
swords, bucklers and other unlawful weapons', saying that he would answer for the robbery
and malefactors, calling the commissioners knaves and striking at them, so that their lives were
endangered. The rioters then left the church, so the commissioners were unable to take further
action.

They requested that writs of subpoena be directed against Kendall and those

accompanying him, as well as against the thieves already identified, commanding them to
appear in Star Chamber.4
Kendall's answer to the bill of complaint against him consisted of a complete denial of the
events as cited.5 He stated that on the feast of St. George he went on pilgrimage with his wife
and a servant lad to St. George's chapel, having no knowledge that the commissioners were in
tire town. Kendall saluted the commissioners 'in as loving manner as he could', and they all
went to the house of one of the commissioners named Mayowe and drank together. Later,
when returning home after dining at a friend's house, he received a message to go to a further
meeting of the commissioners in the chapel. He had only a dagger and a white rod in his
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hand, and was accompanied by a servant of the king named John Lytle (presumably the
yeoman of the Guard of that name).1 Kendall declared that Amadas used /high and wilful
words to him' and told him he lied, whereupon Kendall retaliated and 'with the back of his
hand casting abroad happened to strike' Amadas on the cheek without injuring him.2 He
denied assembling a hundred persons and said great numbers of people went to the chapel on
pilgrimage. The outcome of the case has not been found. It is worth noting, however, that the
name of William Kendall appears as the defendant in fifteen cases in Star Chamber, mainly on
charges of assault and forcible entry.3 As will be shown elsewhere in this chapter, Kendall was
a gentleman servant of the marquis of Exeter.
Amadas probably acted in a high-handed manner himself and obviously had enemies,
since on several occasions he claimed to have been threatened and violently assaulted. One
such attack took place in Calstock, Cornwall, when Amadas and a companion were assaulted.
Amadas declared that one of the four assailants, named Thomas Tomson, had used slanderous
and spiteful words against the king shortly before the attack.4 Other assaults on Amadas
occurred at Tavistock. On 10 November 1528, when he was on his way to church to hear mass,
a gentleman named John Fitz, together with a riotous assembly, attacked Amadas 'with most
violent strokes laid at him with swords as though they would have hewn him in pieces/
Amadas defended himself 'with all his might and power' and was eventually assisted by one
of his servants who heard of the affray, otherwise he would have been 'utterly slain out of
hand.'5 Fitz apparently threatened to murder Amadas on more than one occasion, and some
time later, on 29 May (presumably 1529), 'with other malefactors and riotous persons', he lay in
wait for Amadas.6 According to Amadas, he was returning home from Tavistock abbey, and
went through the parish churchyard, where he was fiercely assaulted and driven to the church
door, the attackers having no 'regard to God or the holy place ... or to any dread of your grace
or of your laws.' Amadas managed to flee into the church but was followed and assaulted
again so violently that he expected to die.

Somehow he then made his way to the abbey

church, with the assailants still in pursuit, where he was saved by the monks there who, seeing
the 'abominable riot', closed the choir door. The servant who came to defend Amadas was
injured by violent blows, including one on the head, but (miraculously it seems) Amadas
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evidently escaped serious injury himself.

This does suggest that his reports were highly

exaggerated, but the fact that the assaults took place at all appear to indicate that there were
people with a serious grudge against him.

Complaints levelled against individual yeomen
Complaints were also directed towards yeomen who were felt to abuse their authority.
As a yeoman of the crown and supervisor of the king's ordnance works in Ashdown forest,
Sussex, in the 1490s,1 Robert Harrison was seen by local people as a man of some influence in
the area. Harrison was the defendant in a Star Chamber case where it was alleged by one
Hugh Barris that Harrison had unlawfully entered into lands which he claimed by right of his
wife Elizabeth, sister and one of the two heirs of William Jupe.2 Barris was married to the
other heir, Jupe's niece Joan, daughter of his sister Margaret, and they had occupied certain
lands in the Hartfield area until the time that Elizabeth married Harrison.

Immediately

afterwards Harrison had entered the lands of Hugh and Joan Barris, claiming these as well as
the lands of his wife Elizabeth. The plaintiff also stated that when he was commanded to
appear before the king's council at Greenwich Harrison had set three men upon him,
grievously wounding him. Barris claimed to be daily in jeopardy and fear of his life 'of the
said Robert and his affinity', and alleged that he and his wife were 'not of power to have the
remedy in the common law because the said Robert is of so great might and strength'.3
Predictably, Harrison denied the charges against him, claiming that by a series of enfeoffments
and a sale the disputed property belonged to his wife and himself.

He also denied any

responsibility for the attack on Barris, and stated that he had dismissed the servant concerned.
Incidentally, this case is printed in the volume Sussex Record Society 16, where it is
assigned to the date c.1523. The manuscript, however, refers to a fine levied in Hilary term 'in
the ninth year of the reign of the king our sovereign lord that now is'.4 This has been
interpreted by the transcriber and editor as the ninth year of Henry VIII (22 April 1517 to 21
April 1518), whereas it relates to Henry VII's reign and therefore dates between 22 August 1493
and 21 August 1494. Robert Harrison, who was active in the Hartfield area, had died by
August 1502, and no other yeoman of that name has been discovered.5
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The use of yeomen in county administration
Instances are recorded of the yeomen acting as witnesses or informers about alleged
seditious statements made by certain persons. Some action needed to be taken in such cases in
order to prevent possible disturbances. A young man named Kettilby, calling himself James
Billingford, was evidently under suspicion for statements which he had made in various
places.

Adam Holland, yeoman of the Guard, signed a statement, on 21 January 1535,

reporting Kettilby's words spoken at the Bull's Head in Nottingham at the previous season of
Martinmas [10-12 November], when Kettilby claimed that he was the queen's kinsman and her
scholar at the university, that he was henxman to the duke of Norfolk, and that the late lord
Willoughby of Lincolnshire was his uncle.1
Thomas Catlyn, yeoman of the Guard and bailiff of Leicester town, was involved in the
examination of men accused of seditious statements on at least two occasions.

A surgeon

named Robert Molton appeared before the mayor of Leicester, John Barton, and Catlyn as
bailiff, on 27 March 1532, when he denied statements which he was alleged to have made
against William Gibson, an innholder of the town.2 On 14 December 1533 Ralph Churlis, a
y*
baker of Monstull, Leicestershire, was accused of speaking seditious words to Catlyn,
threatening that local bakers would bring white bread into the town for the Christmas season
contrary to instruction, and that they would have 'staves in their baskets to defend them'.3
There was some encouragement for royal servants to act as informers, since they were
likely to be well rewarded for their vigilance. In 1537 Henry Birde, together with another
person, reported that, contrary to the Acts of Parliament (which were quoted), Nicholas
Goodeyre of Edgware had continued as clerk to the sheriffs of Middlesex for substantially
more than one year. Goodeyre incurred a penalty of £600 for his misdemeanour, half of which
went to the king and the other half to the informers.4
The use of royal servants in obtaining information on local conditions and opinions is
well illustrated in the case of the marquis of Exeter, who was arrested in September 1531,
having been forbidden to attend at court earlier in the summer.5 At the time the king's divorce
proceedings against Katherine of Aragon were causing much discussion and speculation. It
was rumoured that if Henry VIII married Anne Boleyn, his cousin Henry Courtenay, marquis
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M. Bateson, ed., Records of the Borough of Leicester, 3 vols. (Cambridge, 1899-1905), in, p.31, citing Box J,
no. 438.
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of Exeter, would become king. Two of the king7s Chamber servants who were Comishmen,
Roger Becket, a gentleman usher, and John Worth, a sewer, were sent to Cornwall to make
secret enquiries into the conduct and demeanour of William Kendall, the marquis's servant
mentioned earlier, who was considered largely responsible for spreading the rumour.1 The
royal servants were instructed to appear to be merely visiting friends in the area, and carried
letters from the king addressed to various gentlemen and to John Thomas, sergeant at arms.
Thomas enjoyed the special confidence and trust of the king, being also a commissioner and
assessor of the duchy of Cornwall, and he was to assist Becket and Worth in their
investigations. These aimed to discover the number of servants Kendall kept in his house,
what other servants he had, and whether he had lately retained any men in the county, their
number and his intent for retaining. In addition the royal servants were to discover whether
there was any rumour that the marquis should be heir apparent.2
As a result of the investigations, it was found that the marquis was indeed regarded
throughout the county as the heir apparent to the king. Statements made by various local
persons about Kendall's activities were recorded.

These included the evidence of John

Amadas, sergeant at arms, who had heard from another royal servant, John Cornish, as well as
two other people, that Kendall retained many men for the marquis. John Lytle of the Guard
testified that Kendall told him that the marquis had sent for men to the country, and that Mr.
Lowre (a duchy officer) had sent him four, while Kendall himself would send a tall fellow and
two more. Both Kendall and another servant of the marquis named Quintrell were reported as
saying that if the king should marry 'Lady Anne' there would be 'need of such good fellows',
and that their master must then be king.3 Kendall and Quintrell were arrested and taken to the
Tower by John Thomas, sergeant at arms.4
As shown in chapter 3, yeomen of the Guard were involved in apprehending suspected
felons and keeping them in custody. In September 1538 William Fitzwilliam informed Thomas
Cromwell that a harper of Havant had been arrested, and had implicated a surgeon named
Richard Heyre as the source of a statement that Sir Geoffrey Pole would have sent over the sea
to his brother if he had not been taken. The harper had been committed to ward, and Heyre
was in the custody of Walter Russell of the Guard, who was also bailiff of Havant.5 Similarly,
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A. L. Rowse, Tudor Cornwall Portrait of a Society (1941), p.235.
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in April 1540 the mayor of Salisbury informed the earl of Southampton that, according to his
command, a prisoner named John Aisshewood had been delivered to the custody of John
Willesden and George Escotte, yeomen of the king's Guard.1
A more serious case, involving a murder, was discovered in 1520, by Thomas Sounde of
the Guard. Details eventually appeared in a Star Chamber petition by Giles Huncote, which
recorded that a monk in Combermere abbey, Cheshire, was stabbed to death on 11 February
1520 by John Jenyns, a household servant of the abbot there.2 The servant was protected by the
prior at Combermere, who was anxious to keep the murder secret because, as he stated, 'this
abbey is already in an evil name for using of misrule'.3 He therefore asked those who knew
about the murder to keep quiet about it, getting them to swear an oath to conceal the matter.
Six months or so later the crime came to the knowledge of Thomas Sounde, who arrested
Jenyns and had him imprisoned in Chester gaol on suspicion of felony.4

Conclusion
The yeomen of the Guard were fully involved in helping to protect die interests of the
monarch in their areas of activity. By the diligent exercise of their offices they collected the
king's revenues, preserved his feudal rights, sought out tax evaders, and maintained his parks
and forests. They upheld the law by reporting illegal practices and statements likely to cause
unrest, as well as by apprehending suspected felons and guarding prisoners.
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Chapter 6

Family and Social Status of Members of the Guard
This chapter is concerned with the individuals who served in the king's bodyguard, and
examines their social background. The amount of information which it has been possible to
find on individual yeomen varies considerably. In some cases a name occurs once or twice and
no further details can be found, while in others a wealth of information has been discovered
from different sources.

The majority of the yeomen fall between these two extremes.

Following examples of the means of entry to royal service through aristocratic households, a
brief section discusses the social status of royal servants generally. The contrasting amount of
information available on different yeomen is then demonstrated.

This is followed by an

account of the private activities in which some of the yeomen were engaged. The next section
describes yeomen who were property owners, and an assessment follows on the financial
position of individuals. This leads to a discussion of the yeomen's standing in the community,
and their family connections. Examples are then given of a variety of events illustrating their
personal lives, and the attitudes of other people towards the Guard. Next comes an indication
of their geographical distribution throughout the country, and the chapter concludes with a
description of memorials to some of the yeomen.

Recruitment by special recommendation
As shown in chapter 1, some of the earliest members of the Guard were chosen from
Lancastrian supporters, many of whom had shared some part of Henry Tudor's exile, and
others were recruited from aristocratic households.

Among the latter were John Forde, a

former servant of Giles, Lord Daubeney,1 and Thomas Broke, who formerly served Edmund de
la Pole, earl of Suffolk.2 Later examples include James Gartside, who had been brought up in
the earl of Derby's household,3 and Roger Ellis, who came to the court from the household of
the marquess of Exeter.4

Appointments to the Guard were made upon personal

recommendation. In January 1546 Sir Thomas Heneage submitted the name of Reynold Jones
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for the next vacancy in the Guard,1 and a year later the lord chamberlain and vice-chamberlain
subscribed warrants for Richard Gibbs and John Auger to be appointed to the next vacancies to
occur in the Guard.2

In some families royal service tended to continue in successive

generations, in a variety of household offices. William and John Aimer, yeomen of the Guard,
were the sons of John Aimer, marshal of die Hall to Henry VII.3 John Gilmin's son John
became an usher of the Chamber,4 and John Stanshaw's son Robert was a groom of the
Chamber.5 There are a number of instances where sons of the yeomen also joined the Guard.
Among these were Andrew Greenhill's son John6 and John Thomas's son Robert.7

Status of royal servants
Servants of the royal household were accorded a higher social status than those
performing similar functions elsewhere, and ranked higher than the description of their offices
might suggest. Service to the king or other members of the royal family bestowed an added
status to an individual's position in his local community. Robert Washington and Nicholas
Downes were described in a recognizance of February 1504 as 'gentlemen of the king's
household',8 and Edward Ingham appears in the Westminster rental of the Abbey sacrist of
c.1530 as 'gentleman and yeoman of the king's Guard'.9 These instances compare with the
standing of royal servants in pre-Tudor times. Rosemary Horrox has indicated that yeomen of
the crown and grooms of the Chamber in Richard Ill's reign came from a wide social range,
and cites the description of William Parker, Edward IV's yeoman of the scullery, as a
gentleman of the household.10 A distinction in rank existed between the various yeomen
within die royal household, however, depending upon the department where they held office.
While yeomen of the crown carried out special domestic duties in the domus magnificencie, those
yeomen holding offices in a department belonging to the domus providencie were never
described as yeomen of the crown.11
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Diversity of information on yeomen’s backgrounds and careers
In many cases little is known about an individual beyond the inclusion of his name on a
list or a reference to him as a particular office holder. Among these yeomen is John Frye, who
was appointed searcher in the port of Bristol on 24 September 1485, receiving a saving of the
office in the Act of Resumption.1 He appears in the 1496 warrant to the keeper of the Great
Wardrobe listing Chamber personnel authorized to receive livery of cloth for watching
clothing,2 but is heard of no more. Robert Bagger, who took part in Henry VU's Victorious
journey' to Bosworth in 1485, and received the offices of bailiff, porter and park-keeper of
Maxstoke, Warwickshire, on 24 September that year,3 may have been the tax collector of that
name in Eccleshall, Staffordshire, in 1489,4 otherwise no other evidence of his activities has
been discovered.
At the other extreme is Roger Hacheman, who appears in the Wardrobe warrants listing
Chamber personnel in November 1509s and December 1510.6 Hacheman was the recipient of
many grants between 1511 and 1549/50. In November 1511 he received the grant, in fee, of a
property called Sircotes, alias Sithcotes lands, in the lordship of Hartwell, Buckinghamshire,
arising from the attainder of Sir Richard Empson.7 While serving in the garrison at Toumai,
Hacheman was appointed to the office of 'seal royal' there on 15 July 1515, back-dated to 21
September 1513, the date of Henry VEI's entry to the city.8 [See chapter 4 for more details.] In
April 1522 Hacheman was granted a 21-years' lease of a dwelling and lands called 'Bekesplace'
in the lordship of Ewelme, Oxfordshire, lately belonging to Edmund de la Pole, at a rent of £4,
with 2s. increase.9 He received a grant of the ferry, fishery and boats at Shillingford ferry,
between the counties of Oxford and Berkshire, in the honour of Wallingford, on 21 June 1529.10
Two years later, in October 1531, he received a further grant of the fishery in the river Thames
at Shellingford, with the ditches and creeks there called 'Huddesbut' and meadows adjoining,
together with three acres of meadow in Woodford, formerly held by the priory of Wallingford,
of the annual value of 40s. 4d; and the office of keeper of the great wood known as 'le priory
wood'.11 On 23 March 1536 Hacheman was granted the annual rent of 48s. from certain lands
1.
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near Chalgrove, Oxford, formerly belonging to Wallingford priory.1 He was described as
Roger Hacheman of Ewelme when he received the leases, in 1536-7, of two water mills known
as O verly Mills2 and the rectories of Nettlebed and Overey, Oxon., formerly belonging to
Dorchester monastery.3 During the same period he was appointed bailiff of the lands late of
Dorchester monastery and keeper of the woods of Dorchester at Rewley and Goring.4 A lease
in 1537-8 gave him further lands in the lordship of Ewelme, formerly belonging to Edmund de
la Pole.5 Finally, in 1549 or 1550 Hacheman obtained the lease of Bishop's Court Farm, at an
annual rent of £14.13s.6
Further details of individual yeomen are shown in Appendix F. The selection of yeomen
was made chiefly, but not exclusively, from those whose names appear in the records most
frequently, or about whom the most information could be found. Restrictions of space prevent
the inclusion of further biographical notes which had been prepared.

The yeomen as business men and property owners
Many of the yeomen were engaged in private business outside the court, in occupations
17

such as tradesman, merchant, seaman or farmer. Oliver Turner was a vintner of London, and
John Matthew a citizen and baker of London.8 John Lorkyn of St. Clement Danes, London, and
John Rudgewey of Exminster, Devon, were butchers,9 William Hunt of Coventry was a weaver
or clothmaker,10 and John Ayer was a co-partner of Stertmore tinworks in Devon.11 Inn10
holders included Robert Talbot of Ely, Cambridge, and Ipswich and Hailey, Suffolk, and
Thomas Boleyn of Bishop's Lynn and Boston.13 Those who were merchants included George
Geffron of Ottery St. Mary, Devon,14 and Adam Sampson of Kent,15 the latter trading in
timber. Early in 1513 Sampson received 21s. Id. for wood which he supplied for use in the
royal ship the Sovereign,16 and in October 1520 the abbot of Lesnes monastery, Kent, indented
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to sell a quantity of wood to Sampson.1 Richard Berkeley of Rye, Sussex, was both a merchant
and a seaman.2 These two occupations were often combined, since merchants who owned
ships tended to serve on them as captain or master.

Among those already mentioned in

chapter 4, John Ismay, Thomas Spert and William Sabyn were initially ship-owning merchants.
Some members of the Guard were wealthy householders and farmers.

Among the

yeomen who came from families which had been established as land-owners for several
generations were Henry Birde and Thomas Cocke. Henry Birde's grandfather, Philip Birde of
Eltham, Kent, left by his will of 19 September 1497 three tenements in Eltham as well as lands
and farms in Kent.3 The lands and farms were equally divided between his two sons, Robert
and Thomas. Henry Birde was one of the three sons of the latter, and shared equally with his
two brothers the lands and tenements bequeathed by their father. Henry Birde's own will of
26 June 1544, proved on 31 March 1545, shows that he left a house and land in Lewisham,
where he had lived, tenements in Greenwich, and lands in Eltham. The annual net value of his
properties was shown in his will as £11. Is. 8d.4 Thomas Cocke was the second of the four
sons of John Cocke of Prittlewell, Essex.5 Thomas was a substantial property owner in Essex,
as his will of 21 July 1544, proved on 7 February 1545, reveals.6 Besides houses and shops in
Prittlewell, Cocke owned houses, woods, crofts and pieces of land in the parish, and his farm
known as Reynolds, which extended to 60 acres of arable and pasture. In addition, he held the
lease of a farm called Shelford and Bredworth in Foulness, well stocked with sheep and oxen,
and lands in Little Wakering, leased from the master and brethren of St. Bartholomew's
hospital, Smithfield, London, in December 1529 for 99 years.7 These lands may have included
the 'oyster layings' at Little Wakering, mentioned as Cocke's property in his will.
Other property owners among the Guard included John West, Henry Skillman, and John
Griffiths. In January 1501 John West sold property which had belonged to his father, Robert
West, to Walter Cromwell, beer brewer and father of Thomas Cromwell, Henry VIII's future
chief minister. This included sixteen acres of arable land in Wandsworth, and one acre in the
'Northfeld', Wandsworth, as well as a dwelling, a garden and a wood.8 In 1526 Henry
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Skillman bequeathed to his wife Eleanor the house in w hich they lived, together w ith lands,
pastures, m eadows and w oodlands within the parish of Eltham.1 John Griffiths of Eystanes ad

yc

M ontem, Essex, was able to purchase from Lord Audley in 1539 'The Saracen's H ead' in
Aldgate, as well as buildings and grounds in the parish of St. Catherine Christchurch, London,
at a cost of £67. Os.lOd.2
Several yeom en of the G uard w ere am ong those who enclosed land in Buckinghamshire,
Oxfordshire and Warwickshire. An enquiry took place in 1517 and 1518 into lands which had
been enclosed since Michaelmas 1488.3

This revealed that in Buckinghamshire Thomas

G reenw ay had enclosed 30 acres of land in U pton and 40 acres in Great Kimble,4 and in
Oxfordshire Thomas Broke had enclosed 200 acres at 'N ew nham ',5 probably N ew nham
M urren, the next parish to Ewelme, w here he held offices as parker, bailiff and w oodw ard.6 In
W arwickshire, Baldwin Heath had enclosed 24 acres of land in W ootton,7 and William Brown
was found to have enclosed 192 acres at Brailes, w here he was bailiff, which involved putting
four ploughs out of action, destroying two dwellings and evicting 16 people.8
In some instances yeom en of the Guard held land given to them by the sovereign, and
m any received grants of property on varying terms. By his will of 20 June 1517, proved on 15
N ovem ber 1521, John Geffron bequeathed to his brother George lands and tenem ents in
C anterbury, Kent, which he stated had been given to him by H enry VIII.9 H enry Birde was
granted lands by the king in October 1542, as a rew ard for services.10 These lands, in the
parishes of Lewisham and Lee, Kent, consisted of Little Bankers (about three acres), Great
Hatchfield (about 33 acres), one acre called Bridgehouse land, and a close of eight acres called
G reat W otty, w ith an annual rent of 50s.

The annual net value of the house and land in

Lewisham w hich he had 'of the king's majesty's gift' was show n as £3. 6s. 8d. in his will of 26
June 1544, proved on 31 March 1545.11
In Septem ber 1501 William Maddockes was granted 'certain lands w ith gardens' in the
parish of St. Giles w ithout Cripplegate, London, forfeited by H um phrey Stafford. A further
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patent in May 1502 specified the messuages and gardens in Whitecross Street and Redcross
Street, not exceeding the value of seven marks, to be held at a rent of one red rose annually at
Midsummer, with an additional grant of the income from the properties since 21 January
1493.1 In February 1511 John Grey, together with a yeoman of the queen's Chamber, Thomas
Wodrofe, received the grant of a house at the comer of Bow Lane in the parish of St. Michael
Paternoster, at Dovegate, London, and three tenements in Cussyn Lane, in the parish of
Allhallows the More, forfeited by the attainder of Sir Richard Charleton.2 John Vaughan and
Richard Rayneshawe were each granted a 30-years' lease in 1530, arising from the dissolution
of the monastery of St. Mary de Pratis, Hertfordshire. Vaughan's lease was for the manor
called Beaumonds, at an annual rent of 4 marks (53s. 4d.),3 and Rayneshawe's lease covered
the manor of Pratis and six messuages, two cottages, 100 acres of land and 100 acres of wood in
Pratis, with the fair there, at an annual rent of £7.4 Following the large-scale dissolution of the
monasteries a few years later, many of the Guard were among the royal servants who
benefited from the king's generosity with his new-found wealth. In February 1538 Richard
Gilmin was granted the lands of a farm called Landshott in Horley and Home, Surrey,
formerly belonging to Merton priory.5 Lancelot Harrison was leased the site of Jervaulx
monastery, Yorkshire, with various parts of its demesne lands, in February 1539, for a term of
21 years.6 The annual rent was initially set at £12, but this was evidently found to be grossly
undervalued, as a patent of 17 May 1539 granted a similar lease to Harrison at a rent of £23. 8s.
0d., on surrender of the earlier patent.7

Financial standing of the yeomen
The financial standing of the individual yeomen can also be seen in the records of
assessments made for the subsidy for the wars, in 1524-5 and the 1540s. At the time of the
1524-5 subsidy John Flamank was assessed on land worth £20 in the parish of Bodmin,
Cornwall,8 and George Geffron was initially assessed on goods of £100 at Ottery St. Mary,
Devon.9 In 1525, however, Geffron was allowed a reduction of £26.13s. 4d., being the amount
of a loan which 'to the assessors' knowledge' he never recovered.10 At this time John Amadas
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was assessed on land worth £13. 6s. 8d. in Tavistock, Devon,1 but by the time of the 1543
subsidy his assessment on land had risen to £40.2 Severed of the surviving documents showing
the assessments for subsidies made on members of the royal household contain incomplete
lists of the Guard. The one for 1542-3 includes only 67 yeomen,3 but among these were Henry
Birde and Thomas Cocke, mentioned earlier. This shows that both were assessed on goods, the
former on £24 and liable to pay 24s, the latter on £26, to pay 26s. Both died early in 1545 so do
not appear in subsequent assessments.

The assessment for the royal household for 1546

includes a full list of yeomen of the Guard.4 The rates of assessment were at a monthly
contribution, spread over the five months June to October 1546, of 2d. in the pound for goods
worth from £15 upwards, and 4d. in the pound for income from lands and fees of £2 and
above. Sixteen yeomen ushers and 112 yeomen are listed, making a total of 128 yeomen of the
Guard. Of these, 93 were assessed on wages only, 19 on wages and lands, 8 on wages and fees
or annuities, 5 on goods, and 3 on wages, lands and fees. Those who were assessed on wages
only, of £18 per annum (despite the fact that their wages in 1545 were shown as £24 p.a. - see
chapter 2), paid a total of 30s., at the rate of 6s. per month. Of the others, John Piers, clerk of
the cheque, and Thomas Johnson were each assessed on goods of £100, paying a total
contribution of £4. 3s. 4d., at 16s. 8d. per month, John Lane paid a total of £2.10s. on goods
worth £60, at 10s. per month, and George Gates and Robert Owen each paid £1.13s. 4d. on
goods of £40 at 6s. 8d. per month. John Holland was assessed on wages and lands valued at
£45, paying a total of £3.15s. Od. at 15s. per month. Hugh Proffett, Thomas Timewell, Thomas
Okey and Christopher Lonsdale paid £2.10s. on wages and lands of £30, at 10s. a month, and
John Willoughby, assessed on wages, lands and annuities of £30, paid £2.15s., at 11s. per
month.
The proportion of yeomen assessed on wages only in 1546 is very high compared with the
yeomen of former years, many of whom received other fees. This may have been partly due to
the change in personnel during 1545, shown in chapter 2, when 14 yeomen were discharged
and 15 appointed, the newer members having received no grants of office bearing fees at that
stage. A check made on those yeomen listed in the Wardrobe warrants of Chamber personnel
for 1496 and 1512s indicates that the proportion holding other offices, or receiving fees or other
monetary rewards, was respectively 66 and 61 per cent, whereas the proportion for 1546

1.
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Ibid., p.152.
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appears to be only 27 per cent. Nevertheless, it has been estimated that assessments for early
Tudor subsidies did not reflect the true position of a person's financial state, and it is likely that
royal servants knew how to ensure that they were not unfavourably taxed. There may be some
evidence of this in the details given for certain yeomen in the 1546 list who appear in another
for 1545-6,1 where higher assessments were made, with two exceptions, as shown in Table 7.

Table 7: Showing differing rates for certain yeomen on two assessment lists for the subsidy
in the royal household
1546

1545/6
Assessment on wages

Amount due

£
Thomas Boyse et
al.

18

Amount due

Assessment on:

36s.

wages

£
18

62s.
40s.
60s. 8d.
42s.
36s.
40s.
44s.
46s.

wages
wages
wages
wages
wages
wages
wages
wages

30
18
30
21
28
18
18
& land 30

80s.
40s.
40s.

goods
wages
wages

60
18
18

30s.

Assessment on land
Thomas Timewell
Thomas Medgate
Hugh Proffett
John Northcott
Richard Wilson
Richard Jacke
Robert David
Chris. Lonsdale

31
20
3 0 .6s. 8d.
21
28
20
22
23

& land
& land
& land
& fees
& land

50s.
30s.
50s.
35s.
46s. 8d.
30s.
30s.
50s.

Assessment on goods
John Lane
Richard Williams
John Bostock

60
30
30

Sources: 1545/6: E179/69/50;

1546: E179/69/56

50s.
30s.
30s.

Despite the lower figures which were evidently adopted, some yeomen appear to have had
difficulty in paying all of their instalments by the required time. Of those assessed on wages
and lands, Hugh Proffett owed 10s. of the 50s. due and John Baugh owed 7s. of the 35s. due,
while of those assessed on wages only, Edward Lawes (one of the newest recruits to the
Guard) owed the whole amount of 30s. and Thomas Snow, William Winchester and John
Glynne each owed 5s.2

1.
2.

E179/69/50.
E179/69/45.
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The family backgrounds of the yeomen
The families of several yeomen can be found among the published collections of county
pedigrees based on heralds' visitations, and some of these families were armigerous. Among
the latter were the families of John Amadas (arms described as azure, a chevron ermine
between three oaken slips acomed, proper),1 Lawrence Eglisfeld (arms described as or, three
eagles displayed gules),2 Thomas Greenway (arms described as gules a fess and a chief or with
three martlets vert in the chief),3 and Thomas Noke (on a fess sable between three leopards'
heads, a bow between two coronets, 'over them a helmet with a crest of a lion's paw erased
and erected, encircled by a coronet and grasping an arrow').4 Other yeomen who feature in
known pedigrees include Henry Birde,5 David Cecil,6 Thomas Cocke,7 John and Bartholomew
Flamank or Flammoke,8 and Roger Temple.9 Relationships through marriage may also be seen
in similar sources.

Lewis ap Watkin married Isabel, one of the three daughters and co

heiresses of Sir Edmund Tame;10 John Flamank's wife was Joyce, daughter of Sir Richard
Nanfan;11 and Roger Becke was married to Mabel, second daughter of Sir Lawrence Warren of
Pointon, baron of Stockport, by his wife Margaret, daughter of Sir Piers Legh of Lyme,
Cheshire.12 Through a marriage two generations previously, the Warren family was related to
the Stanley family.13
In several other cases the name of a yeoman's father is recorded.

Among these are

Thomas Boys of Calais and Walmer, who was the third son of John Boys of Kent,14 and Roger

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
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Visitation of 1531 (Exeter, 1881), p.2; F. T. Colby, ed., The Visitation of the County of Devon in the year 1620,
Harl. Soc., 6 (1872), p.186; Drake, p.xxii.
C. B. Norcliffe, ed., Visitation of Yorkshire 1563 and 1564 by William Flower, Harl. Soc., 16 (1881), p.107.
VCH Buckinghamshire, ii (1969), p.280.
H. T. Morley, Monumental Brasses of Berkshire (14th to 17th Century) (Reading, 1924), p.181.
Drake, p.230.
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and Antiquities of the County of Rutland (Stamford, 1811), pp.75-6 and 80; F. W. Weaver, ed., The Visitation
of Herefordshire made by Robert Cooke, Clarencieux, in 1569 (Exeter, 1886), p.18; J. Duncumb, Collections
towards the History and Antiquities of the County of Hereford, ii, pt. 1 (Hereford, 1812), p.303; J. Simmons,
ed., J. Wright's 1684 publication The History and Antiquities of the County of Rutland, Classical County
Histories (Wakefield, Yorkshire, 1973 edition), p.63.
King, Little Stambridge, p.201.
Bindoff, ii, p.146.
BL Additional Ms. 5524, f.l61v.
LP XXL i, 1166 (67).
Bindoff, ii, p. 146.
Visitation of Cheshire 1580, Harleian Society, 18 (1882), p.243; J. P. Earwaker, East Cheshire: Past and
Present, ii (1880), p.287; G. Ormerod, The History of the County Palatine and City of Chester, iii, pt. 2 (1882),
p.686.
I. Arthurson, The Perkin Warbeck Conspiracy 1491-1499 (Gloucester, 1994), p.95.
Bindoff, i,p.479.
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Porter of Wallespole in Powesland, North Wales, and Westminster, son of Hugh Porter.1
William Morice's father, James Morice of Roydon, Essex, served as master of the works to
Henry VIPs mother, Margaret, countess of Richmond and Derby, before becoming a gentleman
usher in the royal household.2
Many of the yeomen showed benevolence towards poor people, particularly in their wills,
where this was a customary gesture for good Christians to make, for the good of their souls.
Cornelius van Dun was wealthy enough to show this benevolence during his lifetime, as well
as after, founding almshouses at the west end of Petty France and at St. Ermin's Hill,
Westminster.3 The latter may have been the 20 houses which he had built in Westminster at
his own cost for poor widows.4 Thomas Cocke, by his will of 21 July 1544, provided for three
bushels of wheat to be baked and made into penny loaves and for a bullock to be killed and
distributed to poor people annually at Christmas eve.5 Robert Delwood directed in his will of
12 September 1538, proved in June 1540, that £10 be distributed among his poor neighbours
living in Abingdon at the time of his burial, and £6 both at his 'month's mind' and at the
anniversary of his death.6

Public service and the importance of status
Since a number of the yeomen of the Guard were of some substance, their standing in the
community, enhanced by royal service, led to their election as mayors and Members of
Parliament. John Stanshaw represented Reading in Parliament in 1497,7 Henry Strete sat for
Plymouth in 1510,8 and John Flamank was elected as member for Bodmin in 1512 and 1515.9
David Cecil served as mayor of Stamford (though the traditional title there was alderman) in
1504-5,1515-16 and 1526-7, and as Member of Parliament for Stamford in 1504,1510,1512,1515
and 1523.10 Richard Berkeley was MP for Winchelsea in 1495 and 1497-8, and mayor there in
1497-9; he represented Rye in Parliament in 1504 and 1510, becoming mayor there in 1503-4.11
These elections to Parliament did not create a precedent, since yeomen of the crown in former

LP I i, 438 (4), m.18.
Bindoff, ii, p.631.
A. M. Burke, ed., Memorials of St. Margaret's Church, Westminster (1914), p.433; Westminster City
Archives, Wills Register Elsam, fos.143-5; J. Strype, ed., Stow's Survey of the Cities of London and
Westminster (1720), Book 6, p.65.
4. Ibid., p.56.
5. King, Ancient Wills, p.192; King, Little Stambridge, p.201.
6. PROB 11 /28 (7 Alenger).
7. J. C. Wedgwood, Biographies of the Members of the Commons House 1439-1509 (1936), p.802.
8. Bindoff, iii, p.399.
9. Ibid., p.146.
10. Bindoff, i, p.602.
11. Ibid., p.419.

1.
2.
3.

-132-

reigns served in the same way.

Nicholas Buckley was MP for Bodmin in 1449 and for

Lostwithiel in 1453-4,1 and John Boston represented Bedford in 1467-8 and 1472-5.2
The importance an individual attached to his standing in his community is illustrated by
an incident concerning the election of a new abbot at Muchelney abbey in 1532.

Henry

Thornton (by that time a sergeant at arms) was a fairly wealthy and influential man in
Somerset, having represented Bridgwater in Parliament in 1529, and he enlisted Thomas
Cromwell's support to secure the election of his nominee for the post, to which there had been
strong local opposition.3 Thornton's letters to Cromwell clearly indicate his fear that his status
in the county was threatened. Although Thornton's nominee was eventually successful, the
new abbot had to pay a large sum of money for his position.4 David Cecil (also a sergeant at
arms), towards the end of his life, had occasion to complain to Cromwell about a suit which
one Merynge brought against him regarding an obligation at Nottingham which was fictitious.
Although the sum involved was only 20 marks, his defence had cost him £20. His letter to
Cromwell of 8 April 1534 referred to his long service to two kings, and continued 'I desire you
somewhat to ponder my truth and poor honesty, for it was never disdained in the king's
father's days, when I was some time put in trust, nor yet in this king's time till now.'5

Personal petitions and lawsuits
There are many instances where the yeomen petitioned the king on various personal
matters, from seeking the payment of overdue wages, to appealing to him as their 'good lord'
for assistance in lawsuits, whether concerning property or financial matters, coercion by
magnates or in cases of murder. Richard Pigot petitioned Henry VII in March 1486 for his
wages of 4d. a day as keeper of Portnall park, within the precincts of Windsor castle. He was
unable to obtain payment from the Exchequer because 'the office was not ancient' according to
the limitation of a statute of Edward III and Richard II.6 Humphrey Acton's petition relates
that, on the king's commandment, he had returned to court on 1 July 1518, after duty in the
garrison at Toumai, but remained unpaid a year later, because his correct name was not
presented in the bill for certain of his company to receive 4d. a day.7
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Petitions for lawsuits were usually addressed to the king or his chancellor.

Bills of

complaint have survived in greater number than the subsequent answers and further
proceedings of many such cases, so that the final outcome is often unknown.1 At an unknown
date between 1504 and 1515, when William Warham was chancellor of England, John Sandford
and his wife Maud sought the good lordship of the chancellor in granting a writ of subpoena
on one Thomas A Warton, commanding him to appear before the king in Chancery regarding a
debt, for which no remedy could be found by the common law. The debt concerned a sum of
£4 owing to Maud's former husband, Richard Warkop, deceased, which was due to Maud as
his executrix. At the request of Thomas A Warton, Warkop had agreed to board two married
women, who were in his keeping for a quarter of a year. Although A Warton had promised to
guarantee the costs involved, it had not been possible to recover these from him.2 During the
same period, when Warham was chancellor, Baldwin Heath pleaded for assistance on a
property matter. Although he had lawfully bought and paid for two dwellings and land in
Castle Bromwich, Warwickshire, the vendor, Thomas Bradwall alias Watson, had detained the
deeds.3 In 1536 John Catcot of Batcombe, Somerset, petitioned the king in Star Chamber,
seeking a remedy for damage to his hedges and dykes caused by a riotous group of twenty
people during the night of 24 February that year, on the three acres of enclosed land in
Batcombe which Catcot had held by copyhold for 12 years of the earl of Arundel's manor of
Spargrove. Catcot complained that he was unable to get possession of the land to carry out
repairs.4 This may have been one of the cases typical of the time, where the allegation of a
riotous act was requisite for a case to be brought before the Star Chamber, as a matter of form
rather than of fact.5
Complaints were sometimes made to the king by members of the Guard who had
suffered at the hands of their local magnates. Two examples show the very different outcome
which resulted in such instances. Griffith Mores reported the behaviour of Sir William Griffith,
chamberlain of North Wales, who had sent a subpoena for Mores to appear at the exchequer in
Carnarvon on a certain day.6

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Mores duly arrived, to find the exchequer was closed,
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whereupon he went to see the chamberlain's deputy to learn the nature of any charge against
him. The deputy commanded him not to depart from Carnarvon, on forfeit of £40, so Mores
stayed there at some expense for nearly three weeks before the chamberlain arrived. Mores
complained that Sir William reviled and rebuked him shamefully, before letting him go
without charge. He requested that, since Sir William was then in London, he should be sent
for to appear before the king's council to answer for his behaviour and to show what just cause
he had against Mores. The bill of complaint mentions the great extortions and oppressions for
which the chamberlain was notorious in the three shires of North Wales, resulting in great
impoverishment of the king's subjects there.

A further point was made concerning the

retainers which Sir William had appointed, numbering 500 and more, whereby the inhabitants
had no remedy of the law, since in any disputes some of the retainers were impanelled,
following 'only the mind of the said Sir William and not the truth of the matter'.1
There was evidently some long-standing enmity between the chamberlain and Mores,
which was revealed when Sir William was called upon to explain charges of high-handedness.
He pointed out that the great difficulty of governing North Wales needed firm control, and
alleged that the charges against him were contrived by Mores. The chamberlain explained his
refusal to grant a particular farm to Mores, though pressed 'at the desire of other of the king's
grace most honorable Guard his fellows', because he wanted to prevent the yeoman's brotherin-law from using it as a base for his gang of eighteen outlaws. Sir William's enemies, on the
other hand, claimed that he victimised Mores because he had 'bare witness with Doctor Glynne
[archdeacon of Bangor] against the chamberlain about a benefice'. Despite strong evidence
against him regarding not only his abuse of power but his illegal retinue, the council which
met on 6 June 1519, recognising that the chamberlain's powerful control was indispensable,
merely placed restraints on Sir William. The unfortunate Griffith Mores, as chief plaintiff
against him, was committed to the Fleet, for falsely accusing the chamberlain.2
A similar case was brought to the Court of Requests by Elis Decka, who lamented the
extortion and great power of Sir John Shilston, under-steward of the lordship of Bromijeld in
the marches of Wales.3 During Decka's absence in Ireland when he was serving the king in the
earl of Surrey's retinue, both his sister and her husband, David ap Griffith ap Robert, had died,
leaving two young sons, who were heirs to their father's lands. According to the law and
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custom of the lordship, in such cases the nearest in blood who was not an inheritor of the land
should have the custody of the heirs and the lands until the heirs reached full age. Shilston
had ordered that the lands should be in the hands of certain of the children's uncles, but that
Decka's mother should be responsible for the expense of looking after the children, without
any revenue from the lands.

Decka had complained about the matter to the king's

commissioners in Shrewsbury, and it had been decreed that Decka, as the nearest in blood,
should have the custody of the children and lands until the heir came to full age.1 The
commissioners had informed Shilston that Decka should be recompensed for the time when
the other uncles wrongfully received the revenue, but there seemed to be difficulty in enforcing
this ruling. Decka was fortunate, however, as he was able to see the king at Hertford, and this
resulted in a directive signed by Henry VIH which Shilston could not ignore. Nevertheless,
further prompting was necessary, through the influence of Sir Thomas More, before Decka
succeeded in his suit.2
Although die outcome of some cases cannot be traced, a number of instances are known
where yeomen were pardoned for murder. These were probably cases where fatal injury was
deemed to have been inflicted in self-defence, as happened to Edmund Stoner, who had been
committed to the Marshalsea prison.3 Sir Walter Stoner explained the circumstances in a letter
to Cromwell dated 9 September 1535, begging him to be 'favourable to his brother Edmund',
who had evidently been attacked by one of Sir Walter's servants and had struck him on the
head in trying to defend himself. The servant had died from his injury eleven days later.4 The
pardon for murder was received in due course, in July 1536.5 Two other instances may be
cited: Anthony Saunders of Southwick, Hampshire, alias of London, was pardoned for murder
in 15236 and John Sandford of Appleby, Westmorland, received a pardon in August 1529 for
the slaughter of Henry Salkeld.7 The latter case indicates that a long-standing feud between
the Sandford and Salkeld families still continued.8
As already shown, the yeomen were not always exonerated from punitive measures for
offences. Perhaps the most serious and unpardonable crime was the shedding of blood within
the court. Early in 1512, during the session of Parliament, a yeoman of the Guard named
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Richard Newbold (or Newbolt) wilfully killed one of Lord Willoughby's servants in
Westminster palace. Hall records that, although in the king's great favour and a special archer,
Newbold was hanged, in the palace, where his body was left for two days as an example to
others.1
It was perhaps inevitable that among several hundred men over the two reigns, a few of
the yeomen were involved in scandals of some sort. On 9 January 1500 Peter Lloyd entered
into a bond in £100 with Sir Giles Daubeney and Sir Charles Somerset. The condition was
stated that 'if Peter pay Margery Floyde [sic] alias Foster at the White Hart Inn, Southwark, 46s.
8d each year, i.e. 26s. 8d. at the Annunciation and 20s. at Easter, until he shall have obtained a
lawful divorce from her by the church, this recognizance shall be voided'.2 Two years later
they were apparently still legally married, since on 25 January 1502 Thomas Benne of London,
sherman, and Elizabeth his wife acknowledged receipt from William Warham, bishop of
London, of 10 marks delivered to the bishop by Elizabeth's mother, Margery Lloyd, wife of
Peter Lloyd, yeoman of the crown, for her marriage portion.3
In a case brought before Henry VII's council by Geoffrey Ellis, vicar of Thatcham,
Berkshire, John Stanshaw was accused of attacking the vicar in his church on Sunday, 5
February 1503.4 An unusually full account of the case can be constructed from the evidence
recorded at the time, probably because of the status of the accused. The cause of the scene
arose from the fact that Stanshaw had left his wife and had lived in adultery for some years
with a woman known as Joan Stanshaw. The bishop of Salisbury heard of this and ordered
them to appear before him at his manor of Ramsbury. The vicar of Thatcham read the citation
at the morning service in the presence of Joan Stanshaw, who threatened that the priests would
repent the matter before night came.

That afternoon Stanshaw entered the church

accompanied by 16 riotous persons, armed with weapons, while evensong was taking place.
Stanshaw with his son and a servant went into the chancel while the rest of his followers
remained in the nave. The vicar was alarmed by his threatening demeanour and asked him
what he meant. Stanshaw's reply was to ask whether the priest was not content that he was
there, as he threw off his cloak and took his sword and buckler from his servant. His other
servants then came into the chancel and would apparently have murdered the vicar if the
latter's own servants had not rescued him. In his defence, Stanshaw declared that he had gone
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to church peaceably for evensong and that after sitting in his seat in the chancel the vicar shut
the chancel door and called a number of servants, intending to attack him, so that his own
servants then pressed in to protect him. It is clear from the evidence, however, that Stanshaw
was the aggressor. He rarely attended evensong and had earlier in the day announced his
intention of going to the church and making a 'fray7.1 The outcome of the case has not been
found.

The Guard as seen by others
The Guard was evidently perceived as a significant part of the royal affinity, not only by
those in authority or of a high rank, but by people seeking the king's patronage. Sir Richard
Empson was accused of using some members of the Guard in 'an unwarranted act of force'
against Sir Robert Plumpton in 1501.2 This concerned a property dispute in which Empson
used a jury with vested interests in an attempt (initially successful) to eject Plumpton from his
patrimonial inheritance in Yorkshire. Among the 200 persons Empson assembled at the York
assizes were 'divers of the Guard of our sovereign lord the king arrayed in the most
honourable livery of his said Guard'.3

As already indicated, the duke of Buckingham's

generosity towards members of the Guard rebounded on him. At his indictment in May 1521
at the Guildhall, London, it was alleged that he tried to win the favour of the king's Guard by
giving them presents of silks and cloth of gold and silver, as well as appointing them to offices
in his lands for the purpose of retaining men.4 The confession and deposition of the duke's
chancellor, Robert Gilbert, included the statement that the duke had 'always endeavoured to
gain the favour of the king's Guard and has often rejoiced to think of himself sure of it.'5
Further, the deposition referred to officers recently appointed on the duke's lands for purposes
of retaining, allegedly to assist the duke in his treasons. In the accounts of the officers of the
duke's lands, made by the king's commissioners in July to November 1523, Ralph Warbleton,
described as yeoman of the crown, is shown as keeper of the North Park in Holdemess, and
Nicholas Clerke, similarly described, appears as bailiff of Fobbing, Essex.6
Dr. John London reported to Cromwell on 8 July 1538 on the actions taken according to
the king's commission 'at all the places of the friars in Oxford'.7 He stated that 'it is rumoured
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that divers of the Guard intend to beg these houses of the king, and this moves me to petition
you for my neighbours. We have, in Oxford, the king's servants Mr. Banaster and Mr. Pye,
who have nothing but 4d. a day of the king/ Both men had served as mayor of Oxford, and
Dr. London suggested that it would be charitable to obtain the site and profits of the White
Friars for Banaster and the site and profits of the fair of the Austin Friars for Pye.1
On 11 August 1538 Henry Broke wrote to Cromwell informing him that the prior and
convent of the friar's house of Newcastle-under-Lyne had freely surrendered it to the king's
commissioner, the bishop of Dover.2 Broke mentioned that he had land adjoining and had
taken three leases of the prior and convent a few months earlier, which he hoped would be
confirmed. As the bishop had told him he had no power to confirm these leases, he asked for
Cromwell's help, promising him £30 if he could get the king's gift of it and all the goods now
left, including the lead upon the high chancel and part of the cloister, two bells, glass, stone
and iron.

Broke concluded his letter with the statement that he 'hears that one Bothe, of

London, and John Smith of the Guard will make suit for it'.3 The bishop of Dover also sent a
communication to Cromwell, dated 27 August 1538, saying that since departing from him he
had received to the king's use twenty-eight monasteries. He continued that several of the
king's servants had begged him to write for them and offered 20 nobles or more, but that he
would take none, concluding with the information that John Turner of the Guard, of Ludlow,
was one of them.4
These references to the Guard seem to indicate that at least some contemporaries feared
that the yeomen would be unduly favoured by the king. Apart from the great number of
grants received by the yeomen following the dissolution of the monasteries, already referred
to, perhaps the most significant indication of the reality of this view lies in the draft of Henry
Vm 's will. The draft provided for a legacy of £20 to each yeoman of the Guard upon the king's
death. This legacy clause was one of several cancelled later, but probably not by the king
himself, as he never actually signed the will.5 According to the few personal servants around
him during the final days of his life, Henry VIII gave certain oral directions regarding the
contents of his will, when alterations were made on his behalf and the dry stamp of the king's

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Ibid.
LP XIII ii, 75.
Ibid.
Ibid., 200.
LP XXI ii, 634 (10).

-139-

signature was affixed.1 The fact that the clause was originally included in the king's draft will,
however, suggests that he held the Guard in special favour.

Geographical distribution of the yeomen
As far as the geographical distribution of the yeomen throughout the country is
concerned, they came from most of the counties in England and from Wales, as shown on the
map on page 141, but there was a strong concentration in the south, which was the stronghold
of the Tudors.2 It is emphasized that the figures shown represent the minimum number in
each county, based on surviving information. The figure of 18 for Wales is striking, in view of
the distance from the capital. While some of the yeomen retained their homes in the provinces,
some moved either temporarily or permanently to places nearer London and the court, and
this undoubtedly accounts for the high figures for Kent and Surrey. John Gittons' will, made in
his chamber at the Tower of London on 26 November 1500, shows that he resided at
Northampton.3 John Forde was described early in Henry VIII's reign as being of Donyatt,
Somerset; Richmond, Surrey; Greenwich, Kent; and London.4 His will of 1523 shows him as
John Forde of Ilminster, which is about two miles from Donyatt.5 In March 1540 Geoffrey
Bromefeld was described as being of Westminster, and in May 1546, after his return home to
Denbigh, he was referred to as Geoffrey Bromefeld of Wales.6 Appendix E shows the counties
in which individual yeomen resided, as far as it has been possible to discover this.

It is

possible that Henry VII was aware of the advice given to Henry IV by his Privy Council in
1400, to recruit retainers and the members of his bodyguard from each county.7 This practice
avoided the resentment caused by recruiting heavily from a particular county, as Richard II
had done in the later part of his reign, when he concentrated on Cheshire men.8 As shown in
chapter 1, Edward IV's Black Book, which had its origins in the household ordinances of
Edward in, also made the point that yeomen of the crown should be chosen from every lord's

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

D. R. Starkey, The Reign of Henry VIII: Personalities and Politics (1985), pp.159-65; H. Miller, H enry VIII's
Unwritten Will: Grants of Lands and Honours in 1547', in E. W. Ives, R. J. Knecht and J. J. Scarisbrick,
eds., Wealth and Power in Tudor England, Essays presented to S. T. Bindoff (1978), pp.87-105.
D. R. Starkey, 'The Political Structure of Early Tudor England', in M. Falkus and J. Gillingham,
Historical Atlas of Britain (1981), pt. 1, p.85.
PROB11 /12 (20 Moone).
LPI i, 438 (3), m.l.
PROB 11 /21 (8 Bodfelde).
LP XV, 1032, Books of the Court of Augmentations, p.566, citing Augm. Book 212, f.ll4b; LP XXI i, 963
(128).
Given-Wilson, p.219.
Ibid., pp.37,57 and 215.
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house in England,1 indicating a wide geographical spread. The first two Tudor monarchs
certainly appear to have followed this practice to some extent.

Memorials to individual yeomen
Several yeomen were commemorated by a memorial in their local church, usually a brass.
In Higham church, Kent, a brass to Robert Hilton, who died in 1523, records that he was 'late
yeoman of the Guard with the high and mighty prince of most famous memory Henry the
V lir.2 Thomas Lynde was depicted at St. Neot's church, Huntingdonshire, in 1527 wearing the
apparel of a yeoman of the Guard, 'with his pole axe, a rose on his breast and a crown on his
left breast or shoulder', together with his wives Alice and Joan.3

Thomas Noke is

commemorated in the church of St. John Baptist, Shottesbrook , Berkshire, with his three
wives.

He is shown in a long gown lined with fur, and bears a crown badge on the left

shoulder.4 The inscription shows that he died on 21 August 1567, in his eighty-seventh year,
and includes the information that 'for his great age and virtuous life he was reverenced of all
men and commonly called Father Noke', and that he was 'of stature high and comely and for
his excellency in artillery made yeoman of the crown'.5 Below his memorial another plate
shows an epitaph in Latin on the death of Thomas Noke by the Lady Elizabeth Hoby ,
translated thus by Ashmole:Thou good old Man, and venerably Sage
Whole antient Probity, and hoary Age;
Thee justly still a Father and a Friend,
Steady to love, and Faithful to defend:
Accept my last Adieu; Like him may I,
Great Heav'n, thus pious live and peaceful die.6
Brasses are also recorded in Lee church, Kent, to Henry Birde, who died in 1545,7 to
Thomas Broke and his wife Anne at Ewelme, Oxfordshire, dating from 1518,8 and to Thomas
Greenway and his wife Elizabeth, in the church of St. Peter and St. Paul, Dinton,

1. Myers, p.116.
2. M. Stephenson, A List of Monumental Brasses in the British Isles (1926), p.236; W. D. Belcher, Kentish
Brasses, 2 vols. (1905), ii, 215. I am grateful to Dr. Maria Dowling for this last reference.
3. Stephenson, p.203, citing Visitation of Huntingdonshire, 24 July 1684, K.7, f.18, in College of Arms,
quoted in G. C. Gorham's History and Antiquities ofEynesbury and S t Neots, 1.160.
4. Morley, pp.178 and 181; Stephenson, p.26; VCH Berkshire, iii (1923), p.169. See also H. Druitt, Costume
in Brasses (1906), p.286; Rev. C. Boutell, Monumental Brasses and Slabs (1847), p.136, and A Manual for the
Study of Monumental Brasses tvith a Descriptive Catalogue of Four Hundred and Fifty 'Rubbings' in the
possession of the Oxford Architectural Society, Topographical and Heraldic Indices, etc. (Oxford, 1848)
[hereafter A Manual], No. 358.
5. Morley, p.181; VCH Berkshire, iii, p.169.
6. Morley, p.181.
7. Drake, p.229.
8. Druitt, p.192; Stephenson, p.405; M. W. Norris, Monumental Brasses. The Portfolio Plates of the
Monumental Brass Society 1894-1984 (1988), No. 293; A Manual, p.218.
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Buckinghamshire.1 Although Greenway died in 1538, and his wife the following year, the
memorial was not erected until 1551, upon the death of their son Richard, a gentleman usher of
the Chamber, who is commemorated on a separate brass.2 In the chapel of St. George at
Windsor, on the wall near the south door, a brass plate commemorated George Brooke, who
served in the Guard from Henry VIII's reign to Elizabeth I's. He died in 1593, and an epitaph
records that:He lived content with mean Estate,
And long ago prepared to die,
The Idle Person he did hate,
Poor People's Wants he did supply.
The most imposing memorial to a yeoman of the Guard of Henry VIII's time is probably
the effigy of Cornelius van Dun, shown in his ceremonial dress, in St. Margaret's church,
Westminster. The inscription records that he was bom at Breda in Brabant, and served with
Henry VIII at Toumai. His concern and care for the poor is also recorded on the monument.
He continued in the Guard during the reigns of Edward VI, Mary I and Elizabeth I, dying in
1577 at the age of 93.4

Conclusion
Although the yeomen who feature in county pedigrees and memorials may be a small
proportion of the hundreds whose names are known, they do provide evidence that a notable
number were from families who were fairly wealthy and/or land-owners. This is confirmed
by their wills and other legal documents. There were many others, however, who had little
beyond their wages and whatever extra fees they could obtain through royal service. The
names of those who received no grants and were not involved in legal cases are known chiefly
from payments shown in the various royal accounts, from wardrobe warrants, or from lists of
royal servants. But for these valuable records, their names would have remained unknown.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Stephenson, p.39; An Inventory of the Historical Monuments in Buckinghamshire, i, Royal Commission on
Historical Monuments (England) (1912), p.124; VCH Buckinghamshire, ii, p.280.
Ibid.
J. Pote, The History and Antiquities of Windsor Castle, and the Royal College, and Chapel of St. George (Eton,
1749), pp .406-7.
A. M. Burke, p.433.
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Chapter 7

Conclusions
This thesis has confirmed that the royal bodyguard of the yeomen of the king's Guard was
instituted by Henry VII in the earliest days of his reign, and made its first public appearance at his
coronation on 30 October 1485. The Guard's foundation so early in the reign indicates that it
originated from plans formulated by Henry Tudor while in exile, when he was able to observe the
courts of Brittany and France, both of which had been influenced by the splendour of the
Burgundian court. While Henry Tudor's interest in wishing to rule in the French fashion may be
reflected in the establishment of the Guard, he was cautious in making changes in the royal
household, preferring to modify, rather than to dispense with, existing offices. Since many of his
supporters had already served Henry Tudor as earl of Richmond during his long exile overseas,
while others had joined him after his arrival in Wales, a pool of recruits to the new bodyguard
already existed. Thereafter members of the bodyguard were selected on the recommendation of
an aristocrat or courtier who had some knowledge of their suitability, either personally or through
contacts. Since no formal documents of appointment appear to have been made, however, it is not
possible to state exactly when an individual became a yeoman of the Guard.
The evidence presented from Exchequer and Wardrobe records, together with household
ordinances and the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber, has shown the close relationship
between the three categories of yeomen of the Guard, yeomen of the Chamber and yeomen of the
crown, and the duties which they shared. The varying descriptions are undoubtedly one of the
reasons why difficulties have been experienced in identifying some of the earliest yeomen of the
Guard, and w hy references to the Guard are not so numerous in the records of Henry VII's reign
as they became afterwards. Even those described in letters patent as yeomen of the Guard are
often subsequently referred to as yeomen of the crown. From an intensive study of these records
it appears that all yeomen of the Guard were liable to serve as yeomen of the Chamber (though
some were excused this duty), and to be called yeomen of the crown. The distinction appears to
have depended on the circumstances or duties on which the individual was engaged at the time
the record was made. It is also to be noted that in the accounts showing wage payments made to
those members of the Guard who were discharged following reductions in 1515, 1519 and 1526,
the three varying descriptions were still used.
From the evidence found, it appears that the lowest complement of the Guard stood at 80,
following the reductions of 1526. While this was supposed at the time to be the 'accustomed'
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number in the Guard, it is clear that it did not remain at this level for long. Records both of
Henry VITs reign and of Henry VIII's show fluctuations in the strength of the Guard,
particularly those arising from increases for war or ceremonial purposes followed by
retrenchment. The increase to 88 in 1540 indicates the minimum number considered sufficient
to serve the king properly, but many records show that this number was usually exceeded.
Perhaps one of the most surprising aspects about the yeomen of the Guard was the
variety of duties which they performed, yet these were largely concerned with security and
order within the court, and safeguarding the king's interests when sent out of court. There
were always

sufficient yeomen on duty to protect the king while others went about his

business outside the court, or indeed returned temporarily to their homes and private
activities.

Duties involving attendance upon other members of the royal family or high-

ranking individuals show the confidence placed in the yeomen by the sovereign, as well as his
intention to honour those served in this way. The Guard's inclusion in the retinue of those sent
in embassy overseas emphasized the ambassador's role as the representative of the English
monarch, and enhanced the ambassador's own prestige.
There were several reasons why the yeomen of the Guard were especially distinctive.
They formed the largest group of royal servants based in the royal household, they wore the
king's colours, initially, displaying a royal badge, usually the crowned rose, and they bore
halberds. The fact that the Guard was so frequently mentioned by visitors to the English court,
notably in diplomatic reports, indicates that the corps indeed fulfilled its role in creating the
visual impact envisaged by its founder. Clad in particularly sumptuous jackets of the king's
livery, or later in red, the Guard played a unique role on all ceremonial occasions, forming a
distinctive part of the royal retinue, within the palaces and elsewhere, enhancing the
sovereign's reputation as a wealthy and influential ruler. The concept that clothing a particular
group of royal servants in the king's livery brought honour and glory to the court was not new
in England. According to Edward IV's Black Book, it had always been customary for esquires
of the household to wear the king's livery 'for the more glory and in worship this honourable
household.'1 As noted in the Introduction, esquire of the household was a category of royal
servant which had greatly diminished by the time Henry VII w on the English throne.
It has been demonstrated in this thesis that the bodyguard was indeed a protective corps,
as well as a ceremonial retinue. The belief of the chroniclers Polydore Vergil and Edward Hall
that Henry VII modelled his bodyguard on that of the French king can be verified by a

1.

M yers, p.128.
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comparison of the two corps. Evidence has been presented to show the close parallels between
the French king's senior bodyguard of Scotsmen (the 'Compagnie Ecossaise de la garde du
Corps du Roi') and the yeomen of the Guard, in the way they were clad, wearing the king's
colours and badge, and in their deployment both as a bodyguard and as a ceremonial retinue.
It has been suggested that a comparison of these two foundations may also indicate Henry
VU's reason for emphasizing the ceremonial role of his bodyguard, to dispel suspicion that
he was beginning to institute a permanent armed force. Temporary increases in the strength of
the Guard in both reigns, however, indicate its potential as the nucleus of a standing army.
The retrenchment which ensued after military campaigns did not always take place
immediately, and a gradual growth usually followed the cuts which were made. The use of
the Guard in the garrison at Toumai, lasting for six years, was an extension of its role in
protecting the king's property, but here again this deployment could be interpreted as an
intention to create a permanent force.

The Guard's involvement in military and naval

activities was not confined to particular campaigns, since the yeomen held minor permanent
offices in maintaining and safeguarding weaponry.

They also played a significant part in

organizing supplies and making preparations for combat. In peace time those who were ship
owners could be called upon to patrol the English channel and other waters, to protect
merchants and fishermen from pirates, and generally to harass the king's enemies.
The appointment of the yeomen to crown offices in the localities was of great significance.
While they were not generally appointed to the top of the hierarchy of local government, they
played a role in extending royal policy and authority to the provinces and by virtue of their
offices were enabled to recruit men to serve the king in times of war. Through their local
offices the yeomen upheld the king's laws, took offenders into custody, maintained his parks,
hunting grounds and forests, and secured the payment of revenues due to the crown. In
addition, office holders were able to observe local conditions and report back to the king or his
ministers any information which they considered should be made known.

They acted as

informers on people who made statements or behaved in a way which could be interpreted as
injurious or detrimental to the crown.

As well as reporting back on local conditions, the

yeomen were able to bring news of events at court to their areas of activity. The yeomen of the
Guard therefore constituted a significant body of royal servants within the king's affinity,
supplying a connection and a means of communication between central and local government
covering wide areas of the country. As well as their appointment to local crown offices, the
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yeomen served on a variety of commissions, reflecting the trust placed in them in conducting
local business efficiently and in the king's interests.
From the rich source of information which legal cases can provide on life in the localities,
it has been shown that some of the yeomen had cause to complain about the treatment they
received at the hands of their local magnate. As indicated in this thesis, the outcome was not
always to the plaintiff's advantage. The fact that the complaints were made at all, however, is
an indication of the confidence which the yeomen felt in appealing to the king as their lord and
master. The same source also contains evidence that the yeomen were in turn accused by local
residents of oppressive behaviour, abusing their influence in the area. The fact that some
yeomen were obstructed in carrying out their duties as office holders or commissioners, and on
occasion either threatened or physically attacked, certainly indicates that there was strong
feeling against some of them, but it is not always clear whether this involved resentment
against the incumbent of a particular office or commission, or enmity of a more personal
nature.
As a distinctive group within the royal affinity the yeomen of the Guard, at least by the
middle part of Henry VIII's reign, were viewed by other courtiers as the recipients of particular
favour from the king. This is shown from the actions of those seeking certain offices which
had been held hitherto, often for many years, by members of the Guard. It is also indicated in
correspondence, where concern was expressed that a yeoman of the Guard was 'making suit'
for a stated local office, and suggestions were made of alternative worthy candidates. By the
later years of Henry VIII's reign, a number of titled courtiers held offices which had previously
been filled by yeomen of the Guard. While this in itself was not unusual, since offices were not
distributed according to the social status of the recipient, it does show that the offices to which
the yeomen were appointed were seen to be of real value to their social superiors. Probably
the value lay in practical benefits, such as the right to hunt in a particular area, or to raise local
men for service in the royal army.
It has been demonstrated that the personnel serving in the Guard were drawn from
diverse social backgrounds, from those whose families were unrecorded, to tradesmen,
business men, farmers and merchants, men of property and land-owners. Some were related
to existing household servants, with perhaps a family tradition of royal service, others may
have been introduced through previous service in a noble household, or through the petition of
an aristocrat or courtier who knew their background. Despite the personal wealth of some of
the yeomen, they did not rise to political power, but in several cases the local influence of a
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yeoman led to his election as mayor and Member of Parliament. This diversity suggests that
those who served in the Guard were selected for their personal qualities and suitability rather
than for their social standing. David Cecil's rise to the office of sheriff may be exceptional, but
it shows that it was possible for a yeoman of the Guard to reach this position eventually.
Though Cecil's connection with Sir David Phillips probably influenced his early career, he
continued in favour long after the latter's death.
This thesis has concentrated on the early years of the Guard's formation and
development, from the time during Henry VII's reign for which documentation proved
fragmentary to the end of Henry VIII's reign when it became more copious. It has proved
possible to establish the methods of remuneration of the Guard from the 1490's, and to identify
the further rewards and benefits which the yeomen received from 1485, including the fee of the
crown, paid from the Exchequer. In addition, the fluctuating size of the Guard throughout the
two reigns has been revealed, together with its varied roles in naval and military activities.
The part played by the yeomen in local offices has also been explored, showing their
involvement as members of the royal affinity.

Possibly further work might be done on

relationships between office-holders in the provinces and sheriffs or fellow courtiers in the area
concerned. More research could certainly be carried out on the individuals who served in the
Guard in the two reigns covered.

The evidence presented here has laid the foundations for

future studies of the Guard in subsequent reigns.
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Appendix A

Livery of black cloth for Henry YIIfs funeral
John Alenne
John Amyas
John ap Guilliam

John Aimer

William Aimer

Roger ap Griffith
Thomas ap Guilliam

Thomas ap Griffith

Hugh ap Howell
Thomas ap Howell

John ap Howell
James ap Jenkins

Philip ap Howell
Lewis ap Rice

William Atkin

James Attoumey

John Baker
John Barkatt

Richard Ballard
Humphrey Barrington

Groges Banges
Roger Batte

Christopher Battersby

William Bailey

Roger Becke

Hugh Bennett
John Bolan
John Borton

Richard Blodley
Robert Boll
Roger Bradshaw

William Blower
Robert Bollington

Edmond Brereton
John Brond
James Burton

John Brereton
Robert Buckstede

Thomas Broke
Sander Bull

William Cadcote
Henry Chilman

David Cecil
John Con

Richard Cotton

John Cawdre
Maurice Cion, Clonne
Roger Crocket

Edward Decka
William Dyer

John Derbie, Darby
William Dodd

Roland Derley
Nicholas Downes

David ap Howell

Robert Brickenden

John Dyconson
Robert Edwardes

Lawrence Eglisfeld

Edmond Fermord
Robert Foster

Thomas Ferror
Thomas Fulbroke

John Forde

John Gall

John Geffron

Thomas Glover

Geoffrey Gough
Thomas Grove

Andrew Greenhill
Ralph Grimston

Thomas Greenway
Lewis Gunter

John Gilmin

James Gartside

Edward Hall
John Hampton

Robert Hall
Anthony Hansard

William Hamerton

Robert Hasond

William Haywood

Baldwin Heath

Thomas Heath

William Higford

Henry Higson

Nicholas Hill

Piers Hogg

Thomas Hodgkins

John Holland

Thomas Holden

William Holden
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Thomas Has

Henry Holgill
Robert Hopkins

John Hollond
John Hopton

John Hooker

John Hughthall
Edmond Hill
John Hilton

Edmond Huntwade
Henry Hill

Francis Hyde
Thomas Hill

John Jackson

Nicholas Jackson

Thomas Janett

Lewis Johns

Thomas Jackson
Christopher Johnson

David Jones

Thomas Jones

Thomas Howend

Edward Ingham

William Keby
John Lewis
Thomas Lane

Roger Laurance
Robert Leighton

William Lelle

David Lloyd

Thomas Lloyd

John Marcam

John Morgan

John Moyle

John Matthew
John Myche

Robert Nevell
William Norburgh

Robert Nicholas
Hugh Norton

Roger Nicholas

James Oldfield

Robert Orton

Gerard Osborne

Hugh Parker
Anthony Payne

Richard Pegion
John Phillip

Roland Pelter
Richard Phillip

Roland Phillipson
Thomas Pinnock

John Poole

Nicholas Pounser

John Rayff

Lewis Rede

Lionel Redmand

John Richardson

John Richmond

Roger Salesbury
William Schawte

Oliver Sanndes, Saundes
Yema Seynt, Evan Seint

John Sauntford, Sandford
Richard Slythurst

William Smith
William Standon

Henry Southworth

Thomas Sounde
Henry Strete

Richard Lake

Thomas Quadryng

Roland Stokall

Lionel Stanley
William Studdon

Robert Talbot
John Thomson

Roger Temple
Henry Thornton

Edward Trafford

David Trollop

John Vaughan

Nicholas Vazakerley
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Robert Swillington
John Thomas
Thomas Thurlesby

Robert Walker
Richard Washington
John Whitwell
Robert Worsley
John Wilson

Piers Warton
William Weston

John Welles
John Whalley

Thomas Williams

Thomas Wood

Thomas Worsley
William Wynnesbury

John Wortley

John Yenan [Jevan, or Evan]

Source: LC 2/1, fos.l22v-123r, 131, and 134r. Rearranged alphabetically for ease of reference.
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Appendix B

Henry V IF s Yeomen of the Guard, Crown and Chamber
yeoman of Guard

* yeoman of Chamber

* yeoman of crown

John Acan*

David Adams*

Hugh Adams*

Thomas Aldersey*

John Alenne*
John Aimer*
William Aimer*
John Amyas*

William Alee*
Robert Aimer*
Robert Amener*
Owen ap Griffith*

Roger ap Griffith*

Thomas ap Griffith*

John ap Guilliam*

Thomas ap Guilliam*

David ap Howell*
John ap Howell*

Hugh ap Howell*
Philip ap Howell*

Thomas ap Howell*
James ap Jenkin(s)*
Thomas ap John (ap Jones, Jones)*
Edward ap Rice*

Maurice ap Hugh*
Griffith ap Jevan*
Richard ap Philip (Philip)*
Hugh ap Rice (Richard)*

Lewis ap Rice*
Thomas Ase*
William Atkin*

Robert ap Rice*
Richard Assheton*
James Attoumey*

Henry Badeley*
William Bailey*

Robert Bagger*
John Baker*

Richard Ballard*
Groges Banges*

Thomas Bambroke*
Thomas Barbur*

John Barkatt (Barkett)*
Thomas Barnard*

John Barnard*
-?- Bameshawe*

William Bameville (Bamefeld ?)*
Humphrey Barrington*

Roger Bartlett*
Thomas Basshe*
Christopher Battersby*

Roger Batte*
John Baldwin*

Roger Becke*

Robert Bell (Bele, Bolle)*
Hugh Bennett*

William Bendell*
Richard Berkeley*

? Bewell*
Richard Biggis*

Edward Bigge*
Richard Blodley*

William Blower*
Thomas Boleyn*
Robert Bollington, Bonnington*

John Bolan*
Raynbom Bolling, Bolding*

Thomas Bower*

John Braband*

Roger Bradshaw*
Edmond Brereton*
Roger Brereton*

Richard Braine*
John Brereton*

William Brereton*

Robert Brickenden, Brigandyne*

John Borton*

Thomas Brereton*
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Alexander Bulle, or Sander Bull*
Thomas Broke*

John Brockwell^

John Brond*
Richard Brown*

John Brown1*William Brown*

Ralph Buckland*

Robert Buckstede*
Robert Bulkeley*

Thomas Bromley-*-

Richard Bulkeley*
John Burley*
James Burton*
John Bingham*

Edward Burton*
John Byde*

William Cadcote*
Thomas Caldewell*

Thomas Cadogan*
Henry Calise, Cales-*-

Robert Cantlowe*

Henry Carre*
Christopher Carrok*

John Carre*
John Catcot*

John Caterall*
John Chamber, a Chambre*
Henry Chilman*
Richard Colston*

John Cawdre*
William Cheseman*
Maurice Clonne, Cion*
John Con, Coun*
John Copledik*

William Cope, Coope*
Ralph Coterell*

Richard Cotton*
Thomas Creys-*John Crokker*
Walter Cunye*

Edward Creswell*
Roger Crocket*
Richard Cruyse*
David Cecil*

John Danastre*
John Darby*
Richard David, Davy*Edward Decka*

Thomas Danyell, Daungell-*John David, Davy*
Thomas Day, Deye*
John Dee*

Roland Derley*

William Dodd*

Richard Domerell*

John Dyson*-

Nicholas Dounton*
Ralph Drye*
John Dyconson*
John Desmond*
William Dyson*

John Ederige, Ederiche*

John Edwardes*

Richard Edwardes*

Robert Edwardes*

Lawrence Eglisfeld*
John Evan [also Jevan ?]*

Robert Elliott*1
Richard Evan*

Thomas Ferror, Ferour*
Richard Fissher*

Edmond Fermord*
John Forde*

Robert Forster, Foster*

Thomas Freeman-*-

John Frenche-*John Frye*

Richard Frere*
Thomas Fulbroke*

Nicholas Downes*
John Dudley*
William Dyer, Dier*

Thomas Furgan*
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John Gall*

James Gartside*
George Geffron*

Thomas Gaywood*
John Geffron*

John Gervoys*

John Gildon*
Thomas Glover*

John Gittons*
Henry Goodclerk*

David Gough*
John Grauntford*

Geoffrey Gough*
Richard Gray*

William Green*
Thomas Greenhow*
John Gregory*
John Griffith*

Andrew Greenhill*
Thomas Greenway*
John Grey*
Thomas Grove*

Ralph Grimston*

William Griffith*
Lewis Gunter*

John Guillam (ap Guilliam?)*

John Gilmin*

Edward Hale, Hall*
Richard Hamerton*
John Hampton*
Edward Hardgillt

Robert Hall*
William Hamerton*

Edward Griffin, Griffith*

Anthony Hansard*
Thomas Harper*
Robert Harrison*
Thomas Has*

Humphrey Harrington (Barrington?)*
Stephen Harrison*

George Hawkins*
John Hereford*

Robert Hasond*
William Haywood*
Baldwin Heath*

Thomas Heath*
John Hewicke, Howyk*
Henry Hicson, Higson*
Edmond Hill*

John Hewet*
Degory or George Heynes+
William Higford*
Henry Hill*
Thomas Hill*

Nicholas Hill*
John Hilton*

Thomas Hodgkins*
Thomas Holden*

Piers or Peter Hogge*
William Holden*

Henry Holgill*
John Hollond*

John Holland*
John Hony, Honry*

John Hoo*
Henry Hopkins*
John Hopton*

John Hooker*
Robert Hopkins*
Robert Homer*

Robert Horton*

Thomas Hoskyns*

Thomas Howend*
John Hughthall*

John Huddelston*

Robert Hunter*

Edmond Huntwade*

William Hunt*

Francis Hyde*
Edward Ingham*

John Ismay*

John Jackson*

Nicholas Jackson*

Thomas Jackson*

Matthew Jankin, Jenkins*
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Maurice Jankin, Jenkins*
Robert Jay*

Thomas Janett, Jenet*
Ralph Jenett*

John Jevan, Jenan, Evan*
Steven John*

David Jenkins*
Cadwallader Johns*

Lewis Johns*

Christopher Johnson*

David Jones*
Thomas Jones (Thomas ap Jones ?)*

Matthew Jones*
William Jupe*

William Keby*
William Kingston*

Thomas Kingman*
William Knight*

Roger Laurance*

Thomas Leche*

Robert Leighton*

William Lelle*

Hugh Lewes*

John Lewes*
John Lewger, Luger, Lugar*
Richard Lake*
David Lloyd*
Lewis Lloyd*
Robert Lloyd*
Thomas Lovell*
Thomas Lynde*

Walter Lewes, ap Lewes*
Henry Ley*
Thomas Lane*
Geoffrey Lloyd*
Piers Lloyd*
Thomas Lloyd*
Robert Lye*
William Maddockes*
John Markham*

Peter Mainwaring*

David Marys*
John Matthew*

Simon Mavdit*
John Montgomery*

? Mede*
John Monkeley*

William Meghen*
John Morgan*

Richard Morley*
John Myche*

John Moyle*
Richard Mitchell*

William Nasshe*

Robert Nevell*
Robert Newbury*
Ralph Newham, Newenham*

Henry Marton*

John Newbury*
Richard Newman*
Richard Newneham*
Roger Nicholas*

Robert Nicholas*
William Norborough, Norburgh*

Hugh Norton*
John Olowe*
Robert Orton*

James Oldfield*
Gerard Osborne*

Nicholas Owdeby*
John Owseley*

David Owen*

William Page*

Robert Palmer*

Hugh Parker*
Richard Pegion*

Andrew Partriche*
John Pegot, Pigot*

Richard Pek, Peke*

Roland Pelter*
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Richard Pender^
Roland Phillipson*

Anthony Payne*
John Phillip*

Richard Phillip*
Robert Plumber^

Richard Pigot*
Clement Plumstede*

John Pole*
Roger Porter*
Nicholas Pounser*
John Punch e*

Thomas Pole*
Richard Potter*
William Prudde*
Nicholas Purfrey, Purefoy*

William Pye*

Thomas Pinnock*

Thomas Quadryng*
William Racke*

William Radley, Rodley*

Richard Rake*
John Rauff, Rayff*

Robert Rake*
John Rawlyn*

John Rede*

Lewis Rede*

Maurice Rede*
Edward Reynold*

Lionel Redmand (Leonard Redmayn?)*
Hugh Richard (ap Rice?)*

John Richardson*
William Ringeleyt

John Richmond*
John Rothercomme*

Stephen Rowley*
Robert Rufford*
William Rufford*

John Rigby*
Walter Rufford*

Henry Sale*
Oliver Sanndes*
William Schawte*

Roger Salesbury*
John Sandford, Santford*

William Serche^
Henry Skillman^
William Slater, Sclater*

Richard Selman*
Evan Seint, Yema Sancte*
William Scroggs+
Thomas Slytherst*

Richard Slythurst*
John Smith^

John Smethurst*
William Smith*

Thomas Sounde*

Henry Southworth*

Thomas Spence*
John Spynelle*

Henry Spencer*
William Standon*

Lionel Stanley*

John Stanshaw*

Richard Stapull*
William Stedman*
John Stephens+

John Stapleton*

Roland Stokall*

Richard Stephen*
William Steven*
Henry Strete*

William Studdon*
John Swinnerton^

Robert Swillington*
John Simpson*

Thomas Taylor^

Robert Talbot*

Thomas Talbot^
John Thomas*

Roger Temple*

John Thomson*

Henry Thornton*

Robert Thomas*
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Thomas Thurlesby*
William Toumell*

William Tiddor, Tudder*

Edward Trafford*
David Trollop*

Thomas Trevelyan*

Oliver Toumer, Turner*
Robert Trollop*
John Twysleton*

Thomas Trollop*
John Upcote*
Geoffrey Vaughan*

John Vaughan*

William Vaughan*

Nicholas Vazakerley*

Henry Walker*

Robert Walker*

Robert Walshe*
William Warde*

Edward Walton*
Piers Warton*

Richard Washington*

Robert Washington*

John Wattes*

William Whetely, Whiteley*

John Welles*
Thomas Westbury*
Benedict Weaver*
John Whelar*
John Whilton, Whitton*

Edward Whittington*
John Whitwell*

John Whittington*
Robert Wighthill*

John Williams*
Thomas Wood*

William Wynnesbury*

Thomas Williams*
Richard Worsley*
Thomas Worsley*
William Wortley*
Henry Writte*
Thomas Winter*
John Wystowe*

Richard Yeldhall*

William Young*

John West*
William Weston*
John Whalley*

Robert Worsley*
John Wortley*
Henry Wooton*
John Wilson*
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Appendix C

Oath of allegiance
As for the oath that the Chamberlain shall give to them of the Chamber when
they shall be charged

I A B swear by the holy Evangelist that I faith and truth shall bear our sovereign lord
Edward the iiiith king of England and France and lord of Ireland and unto the queen our
sovereign lady his wife and unto their issue

And in and upon the office of A

B I shall duly,

truly and diligently I shall await and attend unto the [illegible word] I am at this time admitted
and received

I shall not know any treason or thing prejudicial, compassed, attempted or

imagined against our said sovereign lord, our sovereign lady or their issue or any of them but I
shall incontinent upon the said knowledge discover it unto m y lord chamberlain or unto his
deputy if he have any or in their absence to one of the ushers of the said chamber

I shall not

discover any secrets or thing that may happen to come to mine ears that shall touch the king's
counsell or the honour of his chamber

And I shall be obedient unto my said lord chamberlain

and unto his said deputy if he have any and unto the said ushers
diligently and faithfully observe and keep to my power

And their commandments

I shall eschew all manner riots, making

of bends, quarrels and debates either within the said chamber or without but I shall forbid and let
all such in commandments as far forth as I may And also let the said officers or one of them have
knowledge thereof Also I shall not depart out of the king's Court without licence appointed and
had of my said lord chamberlain or his said deputy if he have any Which premises and every of
them with all other commandments to be given in the behalf of our said sovereign lord by my
said lord chamberlain, his said deputy if he have any or any of the said ushers

I shall faithfully

observe, obey and keep to the uttermost of my power so god me help and his saints Amen
Source: From the ordinances for the royal household shown in BL Harley Ms. 4107, fbs.l32v - 133r. Note that
the name of the king has not been amended.
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Appendix D

Yeomen appointed to County Offices
BEDFORDSHIRE
Thos. Grove
Thos. Greenway
Hen. Birde

Escheator for Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire
Escheator for Beds, and Bucks.
Bailiff, manors of Shillington and Barton

Thos. Bottley

Bailiff, lordships of Podington, Brokborowe, Norwood, Ridgmont,
Segnew and Crawley

Chris. Johnson

Bailiff, Wrestlingworth

BERKSHIRE
John Stanshaw

Bailiff, manor of Crookham; bailiff and keeper, two parks at
Crookham

John Stoner

Bailiff, lordships of Cholsey, Blewbury and Hendred; keeper, Onolde
wood in manor of Cholsey and all other woods in these lordships
Rob. Gibbes/John Glyn Bailiff, lordship of Steventon
Wm. Norburgh
Porter, Wallingford castle

John Whitwell

Keeper, great garden at Windsor castle

John Williams

Bailiff of Finchampstead, or forester, forest of Windsor; keeper of the
houses of Easthampstead and the new park there
Keeper, gates and houses of inner ward of Windsor castle
Bailiff and collector, lordship and manor of Sutton Courtenay

Piers Warton
Ric. ap Howell
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Thos. Grove

Escheator for Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire

Thos. Greenway

Escheator for Beds, and Bucks.; steward of Cuddington; bailiff,
lordships of Aston Clinton and Wendover
Bailiff, lordship of Hanslope; keeper of Hanslope park
Bailiff of Aylesbury
Bailiff, town and lordship of Great Marlow

Lewis ap Rice
John Carre
Ric. Frere
Wm. Vaughan
Thos. Bottley

Keeper, manor of Carslow
Bailiff of Bragenham farm

Thos. Stribithill

Bailiff of Princes Risborough (duchy of Cornwall)

Davy Dutton

Bailiff, lordship of Little Brickhill

John Dorset

Bailiff, manors of Langley Marish and Wraysbury

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Geo. Hawkins

Escheator for Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire

Chris. Johnson
David Cecil

Bailiff of Orwell
Bailiff of Whittlesey mere and keeper of swans*
*also in Hunts., Lincs., and Northants.
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C H E S H IR E

James Button
Richard Button
John Champyn/
Hugh Proffett

Bailiff of Nantwich
Bailiff of Nantwich
Bailiff, lordships of Norton and Stockham

Henry Wright

Bailiff, hundred of Northwich
Bailiff of Drakelow and Rudheath; bailiff of Nantwich
Bailiff of Drakelow and Rudheath

Robt. A Wood
John Southall

Bailiff, hundred of Eddisbury
Keeper, Shotwick park

Ralph Holford
Thomas Sounde

CORNWALL

Ralph Buckland

Escheator for Devon and Cornwall; keeper, parks of Hellesbury and
Lanteglos
Searcher for ports in county

Edw. Creswell
John Monkeley

Searcher for ports in county
Searcher for ports in county and Plymouth

Robert Walshe
William Holden

Harbour master, duchy of Cornwall; constable, Trematon castle

Henry Ley

Lewis ap Rice
William Haywood
John Upcote

Keeper, Liskeard park
Bailiff, lordship of Blisland
Bailiff, lordship of Sheviock
Bailiff, manor of Helston; keeper, Tintagel castle (duchy of Cornwall)

CUMBERLAND
William Lambert

Escheator for Cumberland and Westmorland

John Stapleton
Richard Brown

Forester of Inglewood forest
Forester of Inglewood forest

DERBYSHIRE
Henry Birde

Henry Goodclerk

Barmaster and bailiff, Wirksworth (or Low Peak) and Ashbourne;
bailiff of Risley wapentake (with Allerton and Plumtree in Notts.)
(duchy of Lancaster)
Keeper, parks of Morley and Belper

Thomas Grey

Bailiff of Horsley

Robert Hopkins
Roger Temple

Bailiff of Horsley
Bailiff of the new liberty in Derbyshire (duchy of Lancaster)

DEVONSHIRE
Henry Ley

Escheator, Devon and Cornwall

John Amadas
Edward Creswell

Bailiff, liberty of Tavistock; controller of Stannaries, duchy of
Cornwall; clerk of market in Tavistock
Searcher in ports of Exeter, Dartmouth, Plymouth and Fowey

Richard Selman

Bailiff, lordships of Holsworthy and Torrington

Ralph Buckland

Searcher of ships in the county

Henry Strete

Bailiff, lordship of Westgate without Exeter (or Ex Island); bailiff,
hundred of Hayridge; parker of Stokenham, with warren and fishery
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George Eastcote
Henry Calise

Bailiff, hundred of Hayridge
Keeper of Okehampton park

Robert Thomas
Ric. Hammerton

Bailiff of Fremington
Keeper of Dartington park

Benedict Weaver

Water-bailiff, Dartmouth

Wm. a Lee

Keeper of Goddesbere park

James ap Jenkins
John Braband

Bailiff of Sampford Peverell
Bailiff of Exminster; keeper of Otterbury wood

John Byde
Geo. Geffron
Henry Hill
Nicholas Jackson
Wm. Rolte
John Willesdon

Constable of Totnes; under-steward of Comworthy
Searcher in ports of Exeter and Dartmouth

Thomas Leche

Water-bailiff, Plymouth; porter and keeper of Exeter castle

Keeper of Chittlehampton park
Bailiff of Topsham
Bailiff of Topsham; bailiff of Cullompton; park keeper there
Bailiff of Topsham

DORSET
Thomas Kingman

Bailiff of Wimbome Minster; keeper of Kingston Lacy manor

Stephen John

Keeper, Dorchester gaol
Keeper, Dorchester gaol

Thomas Alford/
John Catcot
Geoff. Johns
Geoff. Bromefeld

Keeper, Dorchester gaol
Keeper, Dorchester gaol

John Bradley
John Ismay
Oliver Turner
William Prudde
John Rothercomme
John Honry

Ranger, Isle of Purbeck
Gauger in port of Poole
Gauger in port of Poole
Gauger in port of Poole
Keeper of Marshwood Vale park
Bailiff, lordship of Rampisham; park-keeper there

DURHAM
Thomas Thurlesby
Raynbom Bolling

Keeper of Wolles park, Barnard Castle
Bailiff, town and lordship of Barnard Castle (bishopric of Durham)

Robt. Bell
Piers Hogg

Keeper, forest of Marwood and Marwood Hag, Barnard Castle
Keeper, great park of Marwood, Barnard Castle

John Jackson

Keeper, west park of Brancepeth
Bailiff, lordship of Gainford; forester and woodward, Teesdale forest
(bishopric of Durham)

Thos. Caldewell

ESSEX
John Markham
Ralph Coterell

Escheator of Essex and Hertfordshire
Ranger, Waltham forest

Robert Stoner

Ranger, Waltham forest; bailiff of Chipping Qngar and Harlow

James Ederiche

Steward, hundred of Rochford; keeper of Rayleigh park

John French

Bailiff, town and lordship of North Weald, and parker there; bailiff,
lordship of West Thurrock

-161-

William Green
Steven Harrison

Bailiff, town and lordship of North Weald and parker there
Keeper of woods called the king's woodheath in Essex

William Knight
John Lewes
John Rawlyn

Keeper of Rochford park
Keeper of Walden park (duchy of Lancaster)

Roger A Dale

Bailiff of Wakes Elme [Colne ?] and Lamarsh

Edmund Horsley
John Stoner

Parker of Newhall (or Beaulieu)
Bailiff of Chipping Ongar and Harlow

Thomas Sounde

Bailiff of Clavering
Bailiff of Fobbing
Keeper, manor of Writtle, with the old and new warrens there

Nicholas Clerke
John Skegge

Bailiff, hundred of Barstable

GLOUCESTER
Roger Porter

Escheator of Gloucester and the marches

Thomas ap John
Richard Braine
John Newbury
William Slater

Bedel, Forest of Dean; porter, St. Briavels
Riding forester, Forest of Dean; ale-taster, parish of Newland

John Spynell
Wm. Whetely

Gauger, port of Bristol
Gauger, port of Bristol

John Whittington
Th. ap Guilliams

Searcher, port of Bristol
Ranger, Forest of Dean; keeper, Michael Wood Chase, in lordship of
Berkeley and in county of Gloucester
Bailiff, hundreds of Westbury and Botloe; rider, Forest of Dean, and
ale taster in parish of Newland; keeper, Whitemead park; sergeant,
castle of St. Briavels
Bailiff, hundred of Berkeley; bailiff, manor of Arlingham; keeper,
Whitcliff park
Searcher, port of Bristol
Forester and ranger of King's wood

Thomas Basshe

William Bendell
John Frye
Thomas Fulbroke
John Gilmin
Geoff. Bromefeld
John Bromefeld
Robert Thomas
Robert Stoner

Bailiff, lordship of Oxenhall
Bailiff and woodward of Chedworth; keeper of Whitemead park

Keeper, Bristol castle
Clerk of the creeks and passages of Bristol
Clerk of the creeks and passages of Bristol
Keeper, Eastwood park, lordship of Thombury
Steward of Tredington, Pamington, Fiddington, Stoke Orchard,
Kemerton and Northey

HAMPSHIRE [or county Southampton]
John Stanshaw

Escheator, for co. Southampton and Wiltshire

Edward Hardgill

Ranger, forest of Woolmer and Alice Holt
Gauger, port of Southampton

John Ismay
William Knight
Richard Frere

Ranger, forest of Kingsbere, alias Westbere, nr. Winchester;
woodward, woods called Papynholt and Shrowenore
Ranger, forest of Kingsbere or Westbere, and keeper of woods

Robert Rake

Keeper, Freemantle park
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William Coope

Bailiff and forester of Burley, in the N ew Forest; keeper of the hunt in
land called Sturfeld, and of the woods there; bailiff, castle and
hundred of Christchurch
Bailiff of Warblington (duchy of Lancaster)

John Gildon
Oliver Turner

Bailiff of Southampton
Gauger, ports of Southampton and Poole

Walter Russell

Bailiff of Havant

Thos. Westbury

HEREFORDSHIRE
John Thomas

Escheator, Herefordshire and adjacent marches of Wales; constable of
Snodhill castle; receiver, Snodhill lordship

Th. ap Griffith
Th. ap Guilliam

Bailiff, lordship of Netherwood

Richard Hope
Yevan Seint

Bailiff of Mansell Lacey
Bailiff of Fownhope

John Williams

Bailiff of Pembridge; keeper of Pembridge park
Bailiff of Ashperton, Stretton and Yarkhill

Richard Stede
Richard ap Davy

Bailiff, lordships of Fownhope and Mansell Lacey

Bailiff of Leominster

HERTFORDSHIRE
John Markham

Escheator, Hertfordshire and Essex; gaoler, Hertford gaol

Thomas So unde
Peter Mainwaring
John Gregory

Bailiff of Cheshunt and Waltham Cross; keeper, Cheshunt park
Bailiff of Hamstead
Bailiff of Hitchin

HUNTINGDONSHIRE
Geo. Hawkins

Escheator, Hertfordshire and Cambridgeshire

David Cecil

Bailiff, Whittlesey mere, and keeper of swans there*; keeper of woods
in Glatton and Holme
*also in Cambridgeshire, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire
Bailiff of Glatton and Holme

Lawrence Eglisfeld
Richard Cotton
Chris. Alborough
Henry Birde
John Gerveys

Bailiff of Glatton and Holme
Keeper, Weybridge forest
Keeper, Weybridge forest
Forester, Sapley forest

KENT
Lewis ap Rice
Robert Palmer

Porter, Dover castle
Keeper of Eltham park

Henry Skillman
John Rolte

Keeper, manor and park of Eltham, and new park of Home
Keeper, Home park, Eltham

Thomas Creys
Nic. Dounton

Searcher, ports of Margate and Faversham
Gate-keeper and keeper of dungeon, Dover castle

John Copledick

Keeper of warren by Dover castle

James Ederiche

Keeper, new park at Eltham

Robert Harrison

Keeper, manor of Huntingfield
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Adam Holland

Bailiff of Salford town and hundred

Ric. Rayneshawe

Bailiff of Salford town and hundred

LEICESTERSHIRE
Thomas Catlyn
Roger Crocket
Thomas Decon
Thomas Gray

Bailiff of Leicester town
Bailiff of Bottesford
Bailiff, manors of Hallaton, Laughton, and Amesby
Constable, steward and bailiff of Castle Donington

LINCOLNSHIRE
Nic. Owdeby
Humph. Barrington

Escheator for Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire
Bailiff of Bourne

William Barker
Thomas Brereton

Bailiff in Lincs. and Yorks, of lands of Melsa monastery
Bailiff and keeper of woods, lordships of Holywell and Stretton
Bailiff, Whittlesey mere, and swan keeper*; bailiff of Shellingthorp
*also Cambs., Hunts, and Northants.
Constable of Folkingham castle; bailiff, honour of Folkingham,
Caythorpe, Westborough, Stupton and Doddington Welbum

David Cecil
Lawrence Eglisfeld
Th. Fulbroke
Anthony Hansard
John Jackson
Thomas Jackson
William Keby
Thomas Quadryng
Roger Salesbury
Robert Trollop
Henry Walker
Wm. Woodforth

Bailiff of west side of water at Boston
Bailiff of Cumberworth and Trusthorpe; keeper of the park and place
of Hellowe; receiver of lands
Bailiff and woodward, lordship of Linwood, with the hamlets of
Thoresby, Tevilbury, Winterton and Stewton
Bailiff of Heckington, Aslackby, Bicker, with Digby and Riskington
Bailiff, lordship of Moulton, with Bowsolas, Skirbeck in Boston and
Fleet; searcher, port of Boston
Bailiff of Wrangle (duchy of Lancaster), and of Melton Roos
Bailiff of Barton-upon-Humber
Bailiff, town and lordship of Caistor
Keeper of Kirkby park, and porter of Bolingbroke castle (both in
duchy of Lancaster)
Bailiff, lordship of Stewton

MIDDLESEX
Henry Birde

Water-bailiff, river Thames between Staines bridge and head of the
river

Edward Cooke

Keeper of Hyde park

Robert Kirk
Wm. Maddockes

Bailiff of Tottenham
Keeper of Kenton park

John Newbury
William Cope

Bailiff, Savoy manor (duchy of Lancaster)
Bailiff, Savoy manor

Edward Ingham
John Braithwaite

Bailiff, Savoy manor
Bailiff, Savoy manor

John Lane

Bailiff, Savoy manor
Bailiff, Savoy manor

Geoff. Bromefeld
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MONMOUTH
Richard Lewes

Keeper, county gaol at Monmouth

NORFOLK
Thomas Jermyn
William Blower

Escheator for Norfolk and Suffolk

Nicholas Jackson

Searcher, port of [King's] Lynn
Controller, great and petty custom, port of [King's] Lynn

Thomas Boleyn
Roger Crocket

Gauger, port of [King's] Lynn
Bailiff, lordship of Hanworth

Ralph Drye

Bailiff of Little Walsingham and Great Walsingham
Bailiff of the duchy of Lancaster in Norfolk and Suffolk

James Ederiche
John Dobbyns
John Gittons
John Olowe
John Smethurst

Bailiff of Castle Rising
Bailiff of Castle Rising
Bailiff of Snettisham
Searcher, port of Yarmouth

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
Nicholas Owdeby

Edmond Huntwade
David Cecil

Matthew Jankyn
Thomas Johns
Robert Bollington
John Lewes
Robert Bonnington
Lancelot Harrison
and Thos. Battersby
Thomas Fulbroke
John Hickling

Escheator for Northamptonshire and Lincolnshire; bailiff of Higham
Ferrers and keeper of park there (duchy of Lancaster); constable of
Higham Ferrers castle and keeper of the warren there
Escheator for Northamptonshire and Rutland; keeper of Rockingham
forest; gaoler, Northampton castle
Keeper of Cliffe (or King's Cliffe) park; bailiff, Whittlesey mere, and
swan keeper*
’•‘also in Cambs., Lincs. and Hunts.
Porter and gaol keeper, Northampton
Porter and gaol keeper, Northampton castle
Bailiff, towns of Great Billing and Overstone
Bailiff, towns of Great Billing and Overstone
Bailiff of Chapel Brampton
Bailiff of Guilsborough
Bailiff of Moulton and keeper of the neighbouring warren
Bailiff of Moulton; bailiff of Towcester manor and hundred; bailiff of
lands in Grimscot, lordship of Cold Higham

Geo. Hodgekinson

Keeper of Farming wood in Rockingham forest

Thomas Jackson

Bailiff of Navesby [Naseby ?]

Thomas Pole

Bailiff of Fallesley [Fawsley ?]

Roger Bartlett

Keeper of Brigstock park

NORTHUMBERLAND
John Sandford

Keeper of Bellister park
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Adam Holland

Chief steward and bailiff, lordship of Allerton and Plumtree (duchy
of Lancaster)
Keeper of New Park, Nottingham

Robert Lye

Keeper of Nottingham park

Henry Birde

OXFORDSHIRE
Thomas Broke

Bailiff, woodward and parker of Ewelme

Thomas Glover
Ric. Slythurst
Roger Hacheman

Bailiff of Ewelme
Keeper of Ewelme park

William Slater

Bailiff of Chadlington

John Whitton
Robt. Wighthill

Bailiff of Watlington; keeper, parks of Watlington and Nettlebed
Ranger, forest of Wychwood; controller of works and overseer of the
foresters and parkers of Woodstock, Havebergh, Stonesfield and
Wootton

Ralph Vaux
John Glyn and

Bailiff of Chipping Norton
Keeper of mansion called Gloucester college, outside the

John James

suburbs of Oxford university

Bailiff of lands late of Dorchester monastery; keeper, woods of
Dorchester, Goring and Rewley; keeper, Te priory wood'

RUTLAND
Edmond Huntwade
David Cecil

Escheator for Rutland and Northamptonshire
Bailiff of Preston, Uppingham and Essendine; bailiff of Tinwell

SHROPSHIRE
John Baldwin

Escheator for Shropshire and adjacent marches of Wales

John Brockwall
John Punche

John Aimer

Escheator for Shropshire and adjacent marches of Wales
Constable and gaol keeper, Shrewsbury castle
Steward or rider, Morfe forest
Water-bailiff, from Brethyn to Bridgnorth
Porter, Ludlow castle
Bailiff, Wellington-under-Wrekin

John Edwardes

Keeper, Yamewood park

John Herford
John Spynell

Keeper, Yamewood park and woods
Bailiff, lordship of Acton Burnell; keeper, Acton Burnell park

William Maddockes
William Meghen
John Burton

SOMERSET
John Piers

Bailiff and sheriff of the twelve hides of Glastonbury; bailiff, manors
of Pulton, Baltonsborough, Ditcheat, East Pennard, West Pennard,
Butleigh and Wrington

William Bonde

Reeve and bailiff, Charlton Camville, and keeper of two woods there;
bailiff, Horethome hundred

John Byde

Bailiff of Bridgwater; bailiff of Heygrove

Edward Homersham
John Rothercomme

Bailiff of Bedminster and keeper of woods there
Bailiff of Blagdon
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Thomas Kingman
Thomas Alford
Geoffrey Johns
Geoff. Bromefeld
Henry Thornton
John Catcot

John Forde
Thomas Fulbroke
William Gibbs
John Stanshaw
Thomas Wortham

Bailiff of Somerton; keeper of Ilchester gaol
Keeper, Ilchester gaol
Keeper, Ilchester gaol
Keeper, Ilchester gaol
Keeper, Ilchester gaol; controller of Customs, Bridgwater; bailiff and
parker, Curry Mallet
Keeper, Ilchester gaol; bailiff of East Brent, Meare, North Load, South
Brent, Berrow, Lympsham, Ham, Sevington Deneys, West Monkton
and Brent Marsh
Keeper of Donyatt park
Forester and ranger in Fulwood forest
Bailiff of Whitestone
Bailiff of Wellow
Bailiff of the hundred of Whitley and the manors of Weston,
Middlezoy, Otherey, Ereington [Wrington?], Shapwick, Ashcott,
Walton and Street

STAFFORDSHIRE
John Dyson

Bailiff of La Foren of Walsall; keeper of Walsall park

Richard Stapull
Thomas Gaywood
John Gerveys

Bailiff of La Foren of Walsall; keeper of Walsall park
Porter of Stafford castle; bailiff of Mawdeley and Borlstone

Thomas Gray
John Smith
Thomas Taylor
Roger Temple

Bailiff of Haughton, Offley and Doxey
Porter of Tutbury
Bailiff of the lands of Trentham priory
Bailiff, lordship of Wolverhampton
Bailiff of the new liberty in Staffordshire; keeper, Rolleston park (both
in duchy of Lancaster)

SUFFOLK
Thomas Jermyn

Escheator for Suffolk and Norfolk

Robert Fenne
John Owseley

Bailiff of Kersey
Bailiff, lordship of Blythburgh, and keeper of warren there; keeper,
Westwood park

SURREY
David Adams
Stephen John

Keeper, Feccherey park

Thomas Johns
Richard Pigot

Keeper, Witley park
Keeper, Portnall park

William Standon

Alnager and collector for Surrey and Sussex

Escheator for Surrey and Sussex

SUSSEX
David Adams

Escheator for Sussex and Surrey

William Cheseman
John Rigby

Bailiff of Lewes and Bramber; clerk of the market, Lewes
Bailiff of Rye
Alnager and collector for Sussex and Surrey

William Standon
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WARWICKSHIRE
Robert Acurs

Bailiff and parker, Berkswell

Edward Griffin
Richard Newnham
William Aimer

Bailiff and parker, Berkswell

Thomas Grey
Robert Bagger

Bailiff and parker, Berkswell
Keeper, Grove park

John Broking

Keeper, Grove park
Bailiff and parker, Maxstoke
Bailiff of Henley-in-Arden; keeper of the great park and the little park
there
Bailiff of Tysoe

William Brown

Bailiff of Brailes and keeper of warren there

Robert Davinport
Baldwin Heath
William Maddockes

Bailiff of Wolford
Bailiff of Solihull; surveyor of the king's studs in Warwickshire and
Worcestershire
Bailiff of Solihull

Degory Heynes
William Hunt

Bailiff of Snitterfield; keeper of warren, lordship of Warwick
Warrener in lordship of Warwick

John Hopton

Porter of Warwick castle and keeper of the garden there called Te
Vyneyard'
Bailiff, lands late of Stoneleigh monastery
Porter of Warwick castle and keeper of garden there
Keeper of Warwick gaol
Bailiff and parker, manor of Cholesmere
Keeper of Lapworth park; keeper of artillery in Warwick castle

Edmond Brereton

Humphrey Reynold
John Swinnerton
Thomas Taylor
Piers Warton
John Williams
WESTMORLAND
William Lambert
John Sandford

Escheator for Westmorland and Cumberland
Steward, town of Marton

WILTSHIRE
John Stanshaw
John Burley

Escheator for Wiltshire and co. Southampton

Richard Rake
John Thomson

Ranger, forest of Grovely
Bailiff and warrener of Sherston

Thomas Hay

Bailiff and warrener of Sherston

Richard Gilling

Keeper, Wiltshire common gaol

George Gate
Ric. Washington

Keeper, Wiltshire common gaol, Salisbury

Laur. Serle and
Robt. Warns ley
John Piers

Porter, Devizes castle; keeper, Devizes park

Bailiff and parker of Chilton
Bailiff, town of Chippenham
Keeper of warren at Everleigh

WORCESTERSHIRE
John Brockwall
John Edwardes

Escheator for Worcestershire
Bailiff of Bewdeley; keeper of the park and manor there (earldom of
March)
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Lewis Lloyd
William Pye

Bailiff of Yardley manor
Bailiff, hundred of Doddingtree

Robert Rufford
Walter Rufford

Bailiff and forester of Shrawley
Forester of Shrawley; keeper, Abbutley [Abberley?] park

John Knottesford

Bailiff, lordship of Upton-on-Sevem; keeper of Hanley park

John Barkatt

Bailiff and parker of Chaddesley Corbett

Andrew Greenhill
John Greenhill

Bailiff and parker of Redmarley
Bailiff and parker of Redmarley

William Penson
John Swinnerton

Keeper, parks of Eymore and Hallow
Keeper, Upton park

Piers Warton
Robert Stoner

Bailiff and parker of Salwarpe
Bailiff, lordships of Croome Simon and Bushley
Bailiff, lordships of Croome Simon and Bushley

John Hancock
YORKSHIRE
John Sandford

Bailiff of Hooton Pagnell

John a Chamber

Forester, ranger and bowbearer of Galtres forest
Bowbearer and collector, Galtres forest

John Welles
Peter Hogg
John Baldwin

Keeper of Marwood great park, Barnard Castle
Forester, Galtres forest; bailiff of Sutton upon Derwent, Elvington,
and Skirpenbeck

William Serche

Forester, Galtres forest; forester of Raincliff, lordship of Seamer

William Horseley
James Borough
William Barker

Bailiff, lordships of Cropton and Skirpenbeck; forester, Galtres forest
Bailiff, lordships of Sutton-on-Derwent and Elvington
Bailiff in Yorks, and Lincs. of lands of Melsa monastery

Robt. Rissheton
John Caterall
Ralph Warbleton
Richard Gray

Keeper of Sandal park
Keeper of the South Park of Burstwick, Holdemess, and of the manor
there
Keeper of the North Park, Holdemess
Coroner and bailiff of the honour of Holdemess

David Trollop
John Gregory

Bailiff of Shirboume in Herforth, Lythe and Knayton
Bailiff, lordship of Crakehall; keeper of the king's woods there

Chris. Chapman
John Griffith

Gaoler, York castle
Keeper of Blansby park, in Pickering Lith (duchy of Lancaster)

William Snaith
Henry Marton

Bailiff, lordship of Wakefield, and keeper of new park there

John Smith

Bailiff, part of manor of Cottingham and Hessle

Humphrey Chawney

Bailiff of Bridlington

Henry Carre

Bailiff of Doncaster; keeper of Fyppen park
Bailiff of Doncaster

Robert Bell

Keeper of Wanneles park

Philip W ilde/
John Belson

Bailiff of Long Newton

John Carre

Keeper of Credelyng park

Edward Decka
Nicholas Downes

Forester, forest of Sowerby
Bailiff and parker of Swillington

Lawrence Eglisfeld
John Grey

Bailiff and parker of Sheriff Hutton
Keeper of woods and old park, Wakefield
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Thos. Johnson

Bailiff of Swawdell, co. Richmond

Thom as Leche

Bailiff of Langton

Thom as Q uadryng

Searcher, port of Kingston-upon-Hull

John Prestm an

Bailiff and collector of the lands of N ew land preceptory

WALES
Peter M otton

Sheriff of Flint; constable, Pem broke castle; office of 'raglership
constabulary', co. Cardigan

Robert Lloyd

Escheator and attorney of Denbigh, N orth Wales; bailiff errant,
lordship of Denbigh in the marches of Wales; keeper of Gaulghill
park, lordship of Denbigh; clerk of the king's w orks in Denbigh castle
and park; keeper of the gaol, tow n of Denbigh

John Thomas

Steward and receiver, lordship of Haye and Glynbough; constable of
Haye castle; receiver for Ogmore

Ow en ap Griffith

Steward and hayw ard,
Laugham e castle

Robert Jay

Constable, Laugharne castle; forester, Laugham e forest;
tow n and lordship of Laugham e

Griffith Rede

Customer, ports of Pembroke, Tenby and Haverfordwest; office of
'raglership constabulary', co. Cardigan

James ap Jenkin

Office of 'raglership constabulary', co. Cardigan
Ragler, co. Cardigan

Richard Philip
John A nteknap

Laugham e,

Carm arthen;

constable

of

bailiff,

W illiam Aimer

Porter, Flint castle
Bailiff of Burton and Alynton, in Bromefeld lordship; keeper,
Merseley park, Bromefeld, and Little Park, Denbigh

John H olland

Keeper of Little Park, Denbigh

John Amyas

Keeper of Moktrehzhase, W igmoresland

Geoff. Bromefeld
M aurice Cion

Keeper of the w ood in the little park, lordship of Chirk
Clerk of tire courts of Radnor and Melenyth; keeper of Knoclas forest;
sergeant of the lordship of Radnor; keeper of New Radnor park

David ap Howell
W alter Lewes

Forester of Cornattyn, Montgomery, N orth Wales
Bailiff of Kidwelly, Kamollan and Iskennen (duchy of Lancaster)

Richard Newbold

Porter, Ruthland [Rhuddlan?] castle, Flintshire

Peter Griffith

Porter, Ruthland [Rhuddlan?] castle, Flintshire

John Griffith

Keeper, H aw arden park, Flintshire

H enry Hopkins

Forester, C om don forest

John G unter

Recorder and clerk of court, Abergavenny

Robert Davies

Recorder, lordships of Bromefeld, Yale and Chirk

John Reynolds,
alias John ap

Clerk of the peace and of the crown in counties

Rhydderch

M erioneth and Anglesey

Robert Griffith

Receiver, lordship of Ruthin

IRELAND
John Sandford

Constable, Cragfergus castle

John Byde

Water-bailiff, city of Duvelyn and tow n of D rogheda

"f Noclo/fe

*CQfir'ick$e,r<jus
-
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ISLE OF MAN
John Sandford/
Robert Gibson

Water-bailiffs, Isle of Man

Appointments Overseas
CALAIS
Piers Lloyd
John Bingham
Richard Gray

Customer at the Lantemgate
Customer at the Lantemgate
Bailiff and receiver, lordships of Sandgate and Hammes

TOURNAI
Henry Spurr

Chief bowyer and keeper of the bows of the ordnance
Gunner quartermaster

John Clogge
Roger Hacheman

Keeper of the seal of the bailliage (the seal royal)

Robert Kirk

Tipstaff of the nightly privy watchword

Constables

John Prince
Robert Mitchell

Vinteners

William Bentall

Robert Axe
Richard Dobell

John Erdeley
Thomas Stribithill
Evan Bodmer

Thomas Walett

Richard Stone

Robert Leighton
Clement Frere
John Turner
John Allen

Henry Birde
Hugh Bennett
Roger Griffith
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Richard Forster
Thomas Gray
William Harford
John Brodger

Gerard Osborne
Griffith Rede
Richard Heyboume

Appendix E

Yeomen of the Guard by County
BEDFORDSHIRE
Thomas Lynde or Lyne, Dunstable, Beds., yeoman of the crown,
gent, (buried St. Neots)

LPI i, 438 (3) m.6,
p.238

BERKSHIRE
George Brooke (buried chapel of St. George, Windsor)

Pote, pp .406-7

Robert Delwood, Abingdon

WiU PROB 11/28 (7
Alenger)

Thomas Noke, Shottesbrook , son of Richard Noke of Braye,
yeoman of crown

Druitt, p.286; VCH
Berkshire, iii, p.169

Henry Spencer, Hampstead-Marshall

Wedgwood,
Bwgraphies, p.786

John Stanshaw, Reading

Wedgwood,
Biographies, p.802;
WiU PROB 11/18 (19
Holder)

Edmond Stoner, Windsor

LP XI, 202 (25)

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE
Lewis ap Rice, bailiff of Hanslope, yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (1), m.8,
p.207. VCH Bucks., iv,
p.235

Thomas Broke, gent, of Princes Risborough, Bucks., and Ewelme,
Oxon., parker, bailey and woodward of Ewelme, clerk of the
cheque of the Guard in the King's Household, late of Swyncombe,
Oxon., and servant of Edmund de la Pole, gent, (buried Ewelme)

LP I i, 438 (1), m.12,
p.209

Thomas Greenway, Dinton

WiU PROB 11/27 (20
Dyngeley)

CAMBRIDGESHIRE
Robert Talbot, Ely, Cambridge, and Ipswich and Hailey, Suffolk,
yeoman of crown, yeoman or innholder

LP I i, 438 (3), m .ll,
p.262

CHESHIRE
Henry Southworth, bom Halton Castle, parish of Runcorn.
Yeoman of crown and Guard to Henry VII and Henry VIII. See
also under Lancashire

Weever, p.286

Thomas Sounde

Lancs. & Chesh. Cases
in Star Chamber, i, 129;
WiUiams, pp.201-2
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CORNWALL
H enry Cales, or Calise, yeom an of Cham ber to H enry VII,
escheator of Devon, alias of Lelant, co. Cornwall

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p.584

John D avy of Fowey

Horrox, p.244

John Flam ank, or Flamoke, of Boscame, nr. Bodmin, Cornwall,
also Bartholomew Flamank, his brother

Bindoff, ii, p. 147

CUMBERLAND
Lawrence Eglisfeld: father from Eglesfeld, Cum berland
see u n d er Yorkshire
DEVON
John A lenne of Devon (probably Fremington)

E314/40 (4)

John Am adas, Tavistock; Eltham, Kent; Launceston, Cornwall

Bindoff, i, pp.316-7

Richard Cruyse, Barnstaple, Devon

Rot. Pari, vi, p.273

George Geffron, O tterbury St. Mary, gent, or searcher, late of
London, m erchant

LP Ii, 438(3), m.14,
p.243

John Rudgewey, Exminster, yeom an of Guard, alias butcher

LP X, 597 (16); Stoate,
Subsidy of 1524

H enry Strete, late of London, gent., late yeom an usher and
yeom an of Guard

LP Ii, 438 (3), m.7,
p.239; Bindoff, iii,
pp.398-9

DORSET
Richard Phillips, Poole and Charboro', Dorset; Southwark, Surrey;
and London. Son of Thos. Phillips of Montacute, Somerset

Bindoff, iii, p. 103

ESSEX
Thomas Cocke, Prittlewell

Will PROB 11/30 (22
Pynning)

John Griffiths, Eystanes ad Montem

LP XIV i, 220

(possibly) Robert Hall, London and Braintree, merchant,
haberdasher or yeom an, keeper of the king's prison of Ludgate

LP I i, 438 (3), m.13,
p.243

(possibly) W illiam Holden, Great Chesterford, Essex

LP 1,5425

E dm und Horsley, Boreham

LP XIII i, 1520, p.577

W illiam Morice of C hipping Ongar and London. Son of James
Morice of Roydon, Essex

Bindoff, ii, p.631

W illiam Rolte, Chigwell, Essex; and Stolton, Hunts.

Will PROB 11/28 (36
Alenger)

GLOUCESTERSHIRE
John Frye, searcher of ships in Bristol

Campbell i, p.7; Cal. of
Fine Rolls, 142

John Gilmin, Bristol

LP I i, 438 (2), m.14,
p.223

•*poss<Uy Easton
1

1
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Andrew Greenhill, Cheltenham
John Greenhill

LP IDi, 1215(4);
Worcs. Wills 1535,
Brit. Rec. Soc., 31,
p.84; Will PROB 11/
32 (41 Populwell)

John Hancock of the king's Guard (possibly Tewkesbury)

E314/40 (72)

Thos. Hoskyns, Bristol, gent., late yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (4), m .ll,
p.262

John Whittington, gent, or merchant, searcher of Bristol, porter of
Tower of London

LP I i, 438 (2), m.13,
p.223

HAMPSHIRE
Thomas Dymock, Goddishuth [Godshill ?], Isle of Wight

Southampton Rec.
Soc., 1915, pp.70-72

Hervy Hayward, yeoman of crown, Hamoll [Hamble ?], alias of
Portsmouth

LP II i, 1650

William Knight, Stockbridge, yeoman of crown

Rot Pari, vi, p.273;
Horrox, p.257

Richard Rede, late of Petersfield, yeoman of Guard, alias soldier of
Toumai

LP Hi, 186

Anthony Saunders, of Southwick, Hants., alias of London, yeoman
of Guard

LP HI ii, 2994 (28)

Thomas Westbury of Winkton in parish of Christchurch,
Twynham and Ringwood, Hants., esq., keeper of the chace of
Bur'fyld and Holnest wood, Hants., Henry VII's bailiff of the
castle and hundred of Christchurch

LP I i, 438 (2), m.22,
p.227

HEREFORDSHIRE
John ap Guilliam, Fawley, Herefordshire

Bindoff, ii, p.269

(possibly) Thomas ap Guilliam, Bredwardine, Herefords.

CPR Henry VII, i,
p.361

Richard Stede, Hereford

Somerville, i, p.638

HERTFORDSHIRE
Thomas Johnson, St. Albans

Bindoff, ii, p.448

HUNTINGDONSHIRE
Thomas Lynde - see under Bedfordshire [see also VCH Hunts., ii,
pp. 342n and 344n]
KENT
Thomas Bateherst, Canterbury

Arch. Cantiana, 11,
p.399

John Bingham, Dover, yeoman of the crown

Wedgwood,
Biographies, p.77
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Henry Birde, Lewisham and Eltham (brass in Lee church), yeoman
of the king's bows

Drake, pp.59,229-30

Thomas Boys, Calais and Walmer, Kent, son of John Boys

Bindoff, i, p.479

John Bromefeld (buried East Greenwich)

(Will) Drake, p .lll

Robert Brickenden, Briganden, Brigandyne, Smallhythe, Kent,
alias of Portsmouth

LP m ii, 2992 (21)

Philip Chute, Home Place, Appledore, Kent

Bindoff, i, p.647; LP
XX ii, 1035, p.515

Roger Ellis, Greenwich

WiU PROB 11/28 (7
Alenger)

Thomas Hawkins, Boughton-under-Blean

LPXXIii, 407

Robert Hilton, Higham

Belcher, ii, 215, p.68

Richard Keys or Kaye, Brockley and Greenwich, son of Thomas
Keys or Kaye

The Pedigree Register, i,
p.196

Richard Lewis, Lee

LP XXI ii, 774, p.438;
Drake, p.233, col. 2

William Lincoll, Isle of Thanet, yeoman of crown

LP I i, 749 (38)

William Payne, East Wickham

Belcher, ii, 465

William Pole, Bexley

WiU PROB 11/28 (7
Alenger)

John Rolte, Eltham ?

(WiU) Drake, p.201

Adam Sampson, Darenth

SP 2/G , f.211v

Henry Skillman, Eltham, yeoman of the crown

LP 1,1223; Will, Kent
CRO (DRb/PWR.8,
f.60)

Simon Symmes, Greenwich

Trans. Greenwich and
Lewisham Ant. Soc.,
7 (3), p.169

(possibly) Thomas Vaughan, Dover, Crick in the lordship of
Chepstow, and London, soldier of Calais, bailiff of Dover, yeoman
or waterbailiff

LP I i, 438 (3), m.16,
p.244

William Winchester, Greenwich

(Will) Drake, p .lll

John Woodlesse, Harwich, yeoman of crown

Harris, p.68

LANCASHIRE
Piers or Peter Warton, Holton, Lancs.

Wedgwood,
Biographies, p.971

Probably James Gartside and Henry Southworth

Names in county

LEICESTERSHIRE
Thomas Gray, Wymondham

Somerville, i, p.574

(probably) Geoffrey Villers, Brooksby

E. Acheson, A Gentry
Community c.1422c.1485, p.255
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LINCOLNSHIRE
Thomas Barbur, Spilsby

CCR, ii, 447

- Callene, Stamford

LP XIII i, 1350/ii

David Cecil, Stamford

VCH Northamptonshire
Families, ii, 655

Anthony Hansard, Hellowe; Intwood, Norfolk, alias of London,
alias of Owersby, Lincs. Receiver of lands of late Lord Welles and
Lady Cecilia

LP 1,449 and 1587 LP
I i, 158 (63) LP 1,5508

(possibly) Thos. Quadryng, Hamby in Somerby, Grantham,
Wrangle in Holland, and Keele (Keelby ?] in Lindsey

LP I i, 438 (1), m.24,
p.215

LONDON
John or Richard Barlow, Shoreditch

E101/418/5, f.27; LC
2 /2 , f.38v

Richard Fisher, late of London, yeoman of crown

Rot. Pari., vi, p.273

John Gelston, alias Kelston, wireseller, yeoman of crown

LP II ii, 3731

John Gildon, will states of London

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p.91; Wedgwood,
Bwgraphies, p.374

John Gilmin, son of John Gilmin of Bristol

LP IV i, 464 (27);
Bindoff, ii, p.217

John Lorkyn, St. Clement Danes, London, butcher, alias yeoman of
the crown, alias of Hornsey, Middx., yeoman of Guard

LP m ii, 2749 (12)

John Matthew, citizen and baker of London

Cat of Wills in Court of
Husting, London, ii,
p.636

Richard Potter, late of London, yeoman of crown

Rot. Pari., vi, p.273

Oliver Tumour, Turner, gent., vintner of London, late of the
Household of Henry VII

LP I i, 438 (3), m.4,
p.236. Will PROB 11/
20 (2 Maynwaryng)

WESTMINSTER
Richard Biggis, Westminster, yeoman of crown of Henry VII

L PIi, 1803(1), m .l,
p.817

Edward Ingham

WAM 19810,18048
WCA Will Reg. Bracy

Hugh Pigot

REQ 1/5, f.l95v

MIDDLESEX
Thomas Haselbury, Holbom, Middlesex, sergeant of the Guard

LP IV i, 137 (19), p.58

Lawrence Serle, late of Hoggesdon [Hoggeston, Bucks.?], alias of
Hackney, sergeant at arms

CPR Elizabeth
1558-60, p.183

Robert Shepherd, Shepparde

LP 1,3730 and 3994
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NORFOLK
(possibly) William Blower, searcher of ships in King's Lynn

Cat of Fine Rolls, 608

Thomas Boleyn, Bishop's Lynn and Boston, gent., innholder, late
yeoman of crown to Henry VII

LP I i, 438 (4), m.12

(possibly) John Dobbins, bailiff of Risyng (Castle Rising?)

E36/215, f.!80v

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE
John Brockwell, Brockwall, Kettering

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p.472

Thomas Catlyn, Hardgrave

Somerville, i, p.571,
DL 41/839, f.83v

John Getyn or Gittons, Northampton, and Tower of London

Will PROB 11/12 (20
Moone)

Edmond Huntwade, late escheator of Northampton and Rutland.
Porter and gaol keeper of Northampton castle

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p. 170, CPR Henry VII,
i, pp.427 and 468

Nicholas Owdeby, Higham Ferrers

Somerville, i, p.591

William Smyth, Northampton

LP XX ii, 1035, f.28

OXFORD
Thomas Broke, Swyncombe - see under Bucks.
William Coope, Banbury, later lived in Hants. [Wormleighton,
Warwicks., after marriage with a Spencer daughter]

Somerville, i, p.625;
Wedgwood,
Biographies, p.219
Carpenter, pp. 186,
652

Roger Hacheman, Ewelme

LP XIHi, 1520, p.578;
VCH Oxford, vii, p.44

(possibly) John Richmond, Henley

Cal. of Fine Rolls, 229

SHROPSHIRE
Richard Bulkeley, Newport, Salop., London, and Drayton, Salop.,
yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (1), m.22,
p.214

John Turner of the Guard, Ludlow

LP X m ii, 200; LP XX
ii, 1035

SOMERSET
(possibly) William Cadcote or Catcote (probably related to John
Catcot)

Soms. Rec. Soc., 19,
p.97

John Catcot, Batcombe, yeoman of Guard

Soms. Rec. Soc., 27,
pp.186-7

John Forde, Donyatt, Soms., Richmond, Surrey, Greenwich, Kent,
and London, yeoman or gent.

LP I i, 438 (3), m .l,
p.234

John Pole, West Harptree, Bridgwater, Frome Selwod and
Midsomer Norton, Soms., and Randeleston, Dorset, gent., late
yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (4), m.21,
p.268
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Henry Thornton, Playstrete, yeoman, pardoner or gent., Henry
VII's keeper of Ilchester gaol

LP I i, 1803(2), m.6,
p.823

STAFFORDSHIRE
(possibly) Robert Bagger of parish of Eccleshall, collector of tax

Cal. of Fine Rolls, 245

Richard Browne, Lichfield, yeoman or gent., yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (2), m.26,
p.229

Edward Burton, yeoman of crown and gent., Hyde

CCR, i, 345

John Dyson, Lichfield and Walsall

LP I i, 1803 (2), m.4

Roger Temple, Barton under Needwood, gent.

LP I i, 438 (2), m.32,
p.233; LP 1,1480;
Somerville, i, p.549

SUFFOLK
Thomas Hervy, yeoman of crown, Rickinghall

CCR, i, 340

William Sabyn, Ipswich

Mariner's Mirror, 41,
pp.209-221; Bindoff,
iii, p.242

SURREY
Thomas Bulla or Bulley, Southwark, yeoman of crown and Guard

Bindoff, i, p.541

Robert Fremling, yeoman of Guard, Lingfield

E314/40 (47)

Edmund Hill, Shere, or Downe in Shire parish and Sutton,
yeoman or gent., yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (2), m.26,
p.230

Richard Dygon, sen., Lingfield

LP XIV i,p.294
(Muster of 1539)

Richard Gilmin, Reigate hundred

Ibid.

William Heyboume, Reigate hundred

Ibid.

Richard Morrant, Lingfield

Ibid.

William Smith, Titsey

Ibid.

John Taylor, Lingfield

Ibid.

Reginald Taylor, Lingfield

Ibid.

Thomas Jackson, Newington

Will PROB 11/21 (12
Bodfelde)

John Piers, West Molesey

Will PROB ll/4 2 b (45
Chaynay)

William Shale, alias Fryer, Kingston, Surrey, yeoman of crown

LP IV i, 1533 (12)

William Standon, Mitcham, gent., yeoman of the Household

LP I i, 438 (2), m.24,
p.228
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SUSSEX
Richard Berkeley, Rye, late yeoman of crown, late searcher port of
Chichester; also of Winchelsea

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p.416; LP I i, 438 (1),
m.4, p.205; Cal of Fine
Rolls, 516; Bindoff i,
p.419

Peter Chadwick, East Hoathly

Sussex Rec. Soc., 56,
p. 123

William Cheseman, bailiff of Lewes

Campbell, i, p.66;
Sussex Notes and
Queries, 5, no. 4, p.99

John Cooke, Edburton (1557-8)

Sx. Rec. Soc., 16,
p.102; 42, p.122

Richard Domerell, Seaford, yeoman of crown

CPR Henry VII, ii,
p.37

Robert Harrison, yeoman of crown, supervisor of ordnance works
in Ashdown forest

E404/81/1, m.108;
E405/78, f.39v; Sx.
Rec. Soc., 16, pp.8-10;
STAC 2 /3 , pp.170-1

William Palmer, Waldron

Sx. Rec. Soc., 16, p.64

John Rigby, bailiff of Rye

Campbell, i, p.53;
E.Sx. R.O., Rye Ms.
60/3, f.55v

WARWICKSHIRE
Nicholas Bradshaw, Coventry, yeoman of crown

LP n i, 1009

William Brown, Brailes

Leadam, ii, pp.419,
654; VCH Warns., v,
p. 18

Baldwin Heath, of Forde Hall, Aspley, in parish of Wootton, and
Castle Bromwich

C1.323,30; Leadam,
ii, p.451; VCH Warws.,
iii, p.214

William Hunt, Coventry, weaver or clothmaker, late yeoman of
crown

LP I i, 438 (3), m.10,
p.240

Nicholas Purfrey, Purifoy, Purefoy, yeoman of crown to Henry VII

Visitn. Warws. 1619,
Harl. Soc., 12, p.255

Humphrey Reynolds, Coventry

LP XIII ii, 1198

WESTMORLAND
LP IV iii, 5906 (4)

John Sandford, Appleby
WILTSHIRE
John Burley, late of Devizes, late gent, usher of Henry VII

LP I i, 438 (3), m.15,
p.244

Roger Colley, Wanborough, Wilts.

Bindoff, i, p.676

John Thomson, yeoman of crown, Wiltshire

Rot. Pari, vi, p.383
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Richard Washington, Hungerford and Charleton Strete, late
yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (4), m .ll,
p.262

WORCESTERSHIRE
John Barkett, Chaddesley Corbett, yeoman, bailiff and park keeper

LP I i, 438 (3), m.3,
p.236

Hugh Dee, Worcester

Bindoff, ii, p.25

YORKSHIRE
Lawrence Eglisfeld (descent from Eglesfeld of Eglesfeld,
Cumberland)

Surtees Soc., 116

Henry Marton, gent., Essheton [Eston ?], Skipton, Elslack, or
Eyrton, in Craven, Yorks., late yeoman of crown to Henry VII, son
of Lionel

LP I i, 438 (1), m.3,
p.205

James Oldfield, Meltham, Yorks., Brington and Long Buckby,
Northants., yeoman of crown

LP I i, 438 (3), m.6,
p.237

(possibly) Richard Pek or Peke, Wakefield, yeoman of Henry VII

LP I i, 438 (3), m.34

(possibly) Roland Stokhall or Stokall, Beverley, Bishop Burton and
Cottingham, yeoman

LP I i, 438 (3), m.21,
p.248

John Smith, Cottingham

LP XX ii, 1035, f.31;
LP XVI, 1391 (5)

William Serche, yeoman of crown

CPR Henry VIIf ii,
p. 120; North Riding
Rec. Soc., NS, 1,
pp.133 and 140

Robert Hunter, Thornton

Glover's Visitation of
Yorks.

WALES
John Aimer and William Aimer, sons of John Aimer of
Denbighshire

Bindoff, i, p.313

Maurice ap Hugh, late of Okeley, in earldom of March in Wales,
late yeoman of crown, alias late of Westminster

CPR Henry VII, i,
pp.257-8

Griffith ap Jevan, Kylken, N. Wales, and Westminster, late yeoman
of crown

LP I i, 438 (3), m.5,
p.237

Geoffrey Bromefeld, Ruabon, Denbighshire

Antiquaries Jnl., 62,
pp.85-6

Thomas Cadogan of Wales, yeoman of crown, late of Dunster,
Soms., merchant or mercer

LP I i, 438 (3), m.24,
p.250; Soms. Rec. Soc.,
19, p.158

John David of Powis Land

LP XX ii, 1035, f.29

Elis Decka, lordship of Bromefeld

REQ 2/12/154

(possibly) John Griffith of Montgomery and London, soldier of
Calais

LP I i, 438 (3), m.23,
p.249

William Griffith, Bangor

LP XX ii, 1035, f.31
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Hugh Lewis alias Howell ap Ll'in ap Jevan ap David, late of
Revynrose or Keffunros, co. Merioneth, gent., late constable of
Harlech castle, yeoman of Chamber

LP I i, 438 (2), m.9,
p.220

David Lloyd, Cherbury

LP XX ii, 1035, f.30

David Lloyd, Kiddowen

Ibid.

Griffith Mores, ap Mores, N. Wales

STAC 2 /2 8 /7 6

Roger Porter, Wallespole in Powisland, N. Wales, and
Westminster, late yeoman of Guard, gent., son of Hugh

LP I i, 438 (4), m.18,
p.266

Maurice Rede, yeoman of crown

DL 41/839, f.144

John Reding, Denbigh

LP XX ii, 1035, f.29

John Thomas, Kidwelly or Glamorgan, yeoman of Chamber.
Possibly of Cowbridge, Glamorgan

Somerville, i, p.642,
DL 41/839, f.l44v

Lewis Watkins, ap Watkin, of Llangorse, Brecon and Upton,
Pembroke

WiU PROB 11/32 (6
PopulweU)
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Appendix F

Biographical Notes
John and William Aimer
John and William Aimer were sons of John Aimer or Aylmer who adopted the name of
his residence in Denbighshire. The Aimer family was of ancient Welsh descent, tracing its
pedigree back to Ithel ab Eunydd in the eleventh century The father was a supporter of Henry
Tudor and became a marshal of the Hall in the royal household.1 For his good service John
Aimer senior was granted for life in November 1489 the office of sergeant at arms with Prince
Arthur, with 12d. a day from the issues of the earldom of Chester.2 He surrendered his patent
for this office, however, on 4 July 1492, in order to be released from a debt of £12 owing to the
Chester Exchequer.3
John Aimer junior and his brother William were granted the fee of the crown of 6d. a day
on 22 March 1486, with effect from Michaelmas 1485, when the two brothers were evidently
appointed yeomen of the crown.4

Both appear in a list of yeomen of the crown in 'A

Declaration made to King Henry VIII by Sir John Cutte, under-treasurer of the Exchequer, of all
Fees, Wages and Annuities paid at the Exchequer 24 Henry VII7,5 and both were listed as
yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of cloth for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.6
John Aimer's name does not appear on the lists examined of yeomen of the Chamber
receiving livery of cloth for watching clothing, but he was described as a yeoman usher of the
Chamber in June 1513 when he was granted the office of bailiff, during pleasure, of the
lordship of Wellington-under-Wrekin, Salop., from the first day of the reign.7 In November
1513 he was appointed a sergeant at arms with 12d. a day, to take effect from the previous
Easter,8 his fee of the crown then being granted to John Jackson, yeoman of the Guard, from 8
June.9 His name appears on two official lists of sergeants at arms included in personnel of the
royal household dating from the mid-1520s.10

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Bindoff, i, p.313.
Campbell, ii, p.522; CPR Henry VII, i, p.292.
HMC, Twenty-sixth Annual Report of theDKR (1865), Appendix 2 - Welsh Records, p.16.
Campbell, i, p.391; CPR HenryVII, i, p.85.
BL Stowe Ms. 146.
LC 2/1, f.l23r.
LP 1,4191; LP I ii, 2055 (36).
LP 1 4555; LP Iii, 2484 (18).
LP 1 4189.
SP1 /37, f.76r; LP IV i, 1939 (9) and 1939 (8).
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John Aimer married Catherine, daughter of Philip Egerton of Egerton, Cheshire.1 His
second son, Edward, sat in Parliament for Denbighshire in 1555.2 He was almost certainly the
John Aimer of Gresford, Denbigh and Flint whose will was proved in 1524.3

William Aimer
William Aimer, brother of John as shown above, is mentioned in an account of deliveries
from the Great Wardrobe in 1489 as a yeoman of the crown and Chamber receiving allowance
of cloth for watching.4 He appears on the Chamber list of 1496 as a yeoman.5
On 12 March 1495 William Aimer and a Godfrey Alee were jointly granted the keepership
of the park of Merseley in the lordship of Bromefeld, forfeited by Sir William Stanley,
deceased, with wages of 2d. daily from the issues of the lordship.6 Aimer received the office of
keeper of the little park of Denbigh on 7 December 1499,7 and an office 'called in Welsh Ynad'
in the lordship of Denbigh on 9 October 1500.8 He received a new patent, for himself alone, on
13 October 1509, as keeper of Merseley park;9 and on 29 March 1511 was appointed bailiff of
the townships of Burton and Alynton in the lordship of Bromefeld.10
Aimer was appointed a sergeant at arms with 12d. a day vice Robert Washington,
deceased, on 26 September 1517,11 when his fee of the crown was granted to John David,
yeoman of the crown.12 On 5 May 1520 he surrendered his patent of 7 December 1499, and
Peter Motton, yeoman of the Guard, was appointed keeper of the little park of Denbigh, with
2d. a day and grant of 'le Countesse Tower' there, which was occupied by William Aimer for a
lodge.13
On 2 August 1529 Aimer was granted, in survivorship with Thomas Grey, yeoman of the
Guard, the keepership of Grove park, Warwick, vice Sir William Compton.14 This had been
granted in October 1528 to Thomas Grey alone.15 On 20 August 1529 the keepership of

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Bindoff, i, p.313.
Ibid.
PRO PROB 11/21 (27 Bodfelde).
E101/413/1; Campbell, ii, p.499.
E101/414/8, f.53.
CPR Henry VII, ii, p.13.
Ibid., p.188.
Ibid., p.221.
LP 1,572; LP I i, 218 (29).
LP 1,1567; LP I i, 731 (45).
LP II ii, 3698.
Ibid., 3699.
LP m i, 854 (5).
LP IV iii, 5906 (2).
LP IV ii, 4896 (28).
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Merseley park, and a messuage near the park, was granted to William Brereton, groom of the
Privy Chamber, vice William Aimer.1
Aimer had died by 4 February 1535, when his fee of 12d. a day was granted to William
Clerke, another sergeant at arms.2

John Amadas
The published pedigrees of the Amadas family contain several variations among the
generations but all show John Amadas as the son of William Amadas, who is described as a
sergeant at arms to Henry VIII.3 While no other evidence has been found to support the
statement that William Amadas was one of the sergeants at arms, John himself had been
appointed to this office by December 1529 4 In one pedigree William Amadas's wife, John's
mother, is shown as Margaret Hawkins.5 All the pedigrees indicate that William Amadas bore
arms, which are described as Azure, a chevron ermine between three oaken slips acomed
proper.6

Burke attributes these arms to Amadas of Plymouth7 in accordance with the

manuscript sources. A more recent writer, C. R. Humphery-Smith, describes them as being
Q

also for Amades or Amadas of London and showing the name 'Robert', obviously referring to
the goldsmith of that name who became master of the Jewelhouse to Henry VIII. It seems
almost certain that there was a family connection of some sort, but the evidence is missing and
no relationship has been established between the yeoman of the Guard and the goldsmith,
though both had fathers named William. Robert Amadas was a son of the goldsmith William
Amadas whose will of 1491 named his sons Robert, John, Thomas and William.9 The elder
William's brother John Amadas, also a goldsmith, mentioned his nephew Robert Amadas in
his will, proved in 1490,10 and Robert himself died in 1532, leaving a widow and two
daughters.

1. Ibid., 5906(20).
2. LP Vm, 291 (9).
3. J. L. Vivian, ed., The Visitations of the County of Devon. Heralds' Visitations o f1531,1564 and 1620 (1895),
p.12; F. T. Colby, ed., The Visitation of the County of Devon in the year 1564: with additions from the Earlier
Visitation of 1531 (Exeter, 1881), p.2; F. T. Colby, ed., The Visitation of the County of Devon in the year 1620,
Harleian Society, 6 (1872), p.186; Drake, p.xxii. I am grateful to Mrs. Jean Tsushima for the last
reference.
4. LP V, p.316, King's Book of Payments.
5. Drake, p.xxii, citing (BL) Harl. Ms. 3288.
6. Vivian, p.12; Colby, Visitations of1564, p.2; Colby, Visitations o f1620, p.186; Drake, p.xxii.
7. Sir Bernard Burke, The General Armory (1884), p.15.
8. C. R. Humphery-Smith, ed., General Armory Two: Alfred Morant's Additions and Corrections to Burke's
General Armory (Baltimore, 1974), p.3.
9. Drake, p.xxiii, citing PCC 40 Milles.
10. PRO PROB 11 /8 (37 Milles). See T. F. Reddaway, The Early History of the Goldsmiths' Company 1327-1509
(1975), p.276.
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It is not known when John Amadas, the yeoman of the Guard, was bom , but in 1500 he
was associated with his father in a legal case.1 He apparently married twice, the name of his
first wife being unrecorded. His second wife was Elizabeth, daughter of Anthony Buttoclkshide
or Butshide, of St. Budeaux, Devon, widow of one Trevosper or Trevasper.2 He had at least
two sons, William and Robert, and two daughters, Margaret and Agnes.3 Robert was evidently
still very young when John Amadas made his will in 1546, since the elder son, William, was
instructed therein to maintain his brother Robert while at school.4 Robert would therefore
appear to be a son of John's second marriage. By this time also, his two daughters were
married.
Early in Henry VIII's reign John Amadas was involved in a dispute with the
churchwardens and parishioners of Tavistock, which he eventually referred to the Court of
Requests.5 The dispute arose over the provision of a new silver and gilt cross for the parish
church of St. Eustace, Tavistock, which Amadas bought in London and for which he alleged it
had been agreed that in return he should have the old silver cross and a sum of money. A
former churchwarden of the time corroborated that this was the agreement made by the
greater part of the substantial men of the parish. A new churchwarden, however, declared that
he knew nothing of any such agreement, which he stated must have been made between a few
parishioners only and was unauthorized. The matter was further complicated by the fact that
the old silver cross was deficient in that it did not contain the full amount of sterling silver
which had originally been supplied by the wardens and parishioners to John Bulwyke of
Plymouth, and was therefore worth £10 less than had been supposed.6 The outcome of the
case is not known. At the time, however, Amadas was described as a yeoman in the king's
bodyguard, living at 'Court Yatte', which may possibly have been the Great Gate of the outer
court of Tavistock Abbey.7

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

7.

Bindoff, i, p.317.
BL Harley Ms. 3288, f.173 (renumbered); Bindoff, i, p.316.
Drake, p.xxii; Vivian, p.12, except that John's daughter Margaret is shown as his sister.
PRO PROB 11/3 7 (31 More).
REQ 2/9/76; I. S. Leadam, ed., Select Cases in the Court of Requests 1497-1569, Selden Society, 12 (1898),
pp.17-20; Mrs. G. H. Radford, Tavistock Abbey, Report and Transactions of the Devonshire Association,
46 [hereafter Radford] (Plymouth, 1914), 119-155, pp.130-131; I am grateful to Mrs. Jean Tsushima for
these two printed references. Bindoff, i, p.317, citing (PRO) REQ 2/9/76.
The date of this case is given as 1519 in Select Cases in the Court of Requests 1497-1569, pp.17-19, which is
disputed in Bindoff, i, p.317, footnote 4. But see Sir Walter S. Prideaux, Memorials of the Goldsmiths'
Company, i (1896), p.42, where under the year 1519 it is stated that six assays were taken of a silver cross
brought in to Hall by John Bulwyke of Plymouth, which cross was made for the parish of Tavistock.
Radford, p.130.

-185-

By 1515 Amadas was of sufficient standing to be elected to Parliament as one of the two
members for Tavistock.1 He may also have represented the borough in the 1512 parliament, if
Henry VIII's request in 1515 for the re-election of previous members was obeyed, and possibly
in other years for which the names of members are lost.2
John Amadas was described as a yeoman of the Guard when he was granted the fee of the
crown of 6d. a day and the controllership of the stannaries of the duchy of Cornwall on 22 July
1517.

In October of that year he received payments from the treasurer of the Chamber for the

hire of a house to store the rich coats of die Guard.4 He was a commissioner for the collection
of the subsidy in Devon in 1523s and 1524,6 at which time he was living in the Fore Street of
Tavistock and was among the wealthiest inhabitants.7 He was himself assessed on land worth
£13. 6s. 8d. in the borough of Tavistock, while William Amadas senior, presumably his father,
was assessed on goods of £50.8 At the time of the 1543 subsidy, John Amadas was assessed on
land worth £40.9
In December 1526, described as a yeoman of the crown, he was granted a corrody in the
monastery of Tavistock.10 He appears to have had some enemies, since while on his way to
church on 10 November 1528 he was accosted by one John Fitz who, encouraged by others,
threatened him with a sword.11 He was an overseer of the will of Richard Prideaux of
Tavistock, proved in 1529.12
In the royal accounts for December 1529 John Amadas is referred to as a sergeant at
arms.13 Upon appointment to this office, which was worth 12d. a day, his fee of the crown was
granted, on 3 January 1530, to Thomas Mone, a yeoman of the Guard,14 probably the Thomas
Mohun who married his daughter Agnes and later became a sergeant at arms.15 On 7 August
1530, however, one Griffin Rede was granted the fee of the crown on surrender by Amadas of
his patent of 22 July 1517.16 Possibly Thomas Mohun became a sergeant at arms at that time,

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Ibid., p. 163; Bindoff, i, pp.316 and 317.
Bindoff, i, p.317.
LP Ilii, 3501.
BL Additional Ms. 21,481, fos. 271r and 280v.
LP in ii, 3282 (iii).
LP IV i, 547, p.233.
Drake, p.xxiii.
T. L. Stoate, ed., Devon Lay Subsidy Rolls 1524-7 (Bristol, 1979), p.152.
T. L. Stoate, ed., Devon Lay Subsidy Rolls 1543-5 (Bristol, 1986), p.137.
LP IV ii, 2761 (15).
Drake, p.251; Bindoff, i, p.317.
Drake, p.xxiii.
LP V, p.316.
LP IV iii, 6187 (3).
Vivian, p.12; Drake, p.xxii.
LP IV iii, 6600 (7).
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when a fee of 12d. a day would replace the 6d. a day as fee of the crown. John Amadas
continued to find favour and in July 1533, together with Thomas, earl of Wiltshire and
Ormond, he was granted the next presentation to the parish church of Calstock, Cornwall.1
A letter sent by Amadas to Cromwell on 28 January 1534 gives interesting information
about his son, who was not named but must have been William Amadas, his eventual heir. In
this letter Amadas repeated a request he had made in London, that Cromwell would take his
son, the bearer of the letter, into his service.2 William had attended Paris university, knew
French and Latin, wrote a good hand and had studied the common law, with two years at
Lyons Inn. John Amadas stated that he intended to allow his son £10 a year, since he had no
other sons. William was evidently betrothed to a young gentlewoman 'by whom he shall
dispend £20 a year'. If Cromwell did not take him into his service, he would go to the Temple
and continue his learning.3 Apparently William Amadas was not accepted into Cromwell's
service,4 as he was admitted to the Middle Temple at an unknown date.5 Possibly Cromwell
was cautious in his dealings because the Mistress Amadas who made prophesies against the
king and Anne Boleyn may have been John Amadas's first wife.6 In the same letter of 28
January 1534, Amadas referred to his corrody in Tavistock abbey, in which he wished to make
his son joint patentee,7 and this was evidently granted in due course.8
John Amadas had further contact with Cromwell on 30 June 1536, when he communicated
statements made by the Abbot of Tavistock criticising the king's actions in suppressing
religious houses, at the time when Sir Thomas Arundel took the abbey on the king's behalf.9
This report seems to have had no immediate effect, since in October 1536 the same Abbot was
among those ordered to 'keep watch to apprehend seditious persons' after the Pilgrimage of
Grace.10 Nevertheless, Amadas enjoyed grants from Totnes priory in Devon and Launceston
priory in Cornwall,11 and on 12 September 1536 was appointed jointly with his son bailiff of
the liberty and clerk of the market in Tavistock.12
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LP VI, 929 (48).
LPVn,117.
Ibid.
Bindoff, i, p.317.
H. A. C. Sturgess, ed., Register of Admissions to the Honorable Society of the Middle Temple. From the
Fifteenth Century to the year 1944, i (1949), p.12.
Bindoff, i, p.317.

LPVn,117.
Radford, p.137.
Ibid., pp.136-137; LP X, 1221.
Radford, p. 137.
Ibid.', Bindoff, i, p.317.
Radford, p. 137.
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By June 1536 Amadas had become a J.P., serving on the commission of the peace in Devon
at least eight times from that date until February 1543.1 He was also a commissioner for the
muster of April 1539 in the Devon hundreds of Lifton, Roborough and Tavistock.2
Amadas was a witness in the case against the marquis of Exeter in 1538, when he reported
information given to him by John Cornish, the king's servant, and two others that one Kendal,
a servant of the marquis, retained many men for his master.3 A yeoman of the Guard, John
Lytle, also reported Kendal's statement that the marquis had sent for men to the country.4
In the parish records of Tavistock for 1538-9 John Amadas appears as receiving two
payments - 46s 8d 'paid to Mr Sergeant Amadas for the fine of Jele's land at Peterstavy which
he paid to the same Jeles for the Church, and 12s paid to 'the said Mr Sergeant' for lead.5
After becoming a freeman at Launceston, Cornwall, during 1542-3, Amadas settled there,
becoming mayor of the town, where he had ancient family connections, in 1545.6
Although obviously active in his home territory, Amadas found time to attend at court,
receiving quarterly wages of 45s. 6d. for at least one quarter during the years 1538 to 1542 and
in 1545.7 He made his will on 6 October 1546, and probate was granted on 30 August 15558
but his date of death is not known. His will mentions his wife Elizabeth, his sons William and
Robert, and William's children, as well as his cousin William Hawkins of Plymouth and sons in
law John Charles and John Sawle.9

John ap Guilliam
John ap Guilliam appears as a yeoman usher on lists of yeomen of the Chamber for 1
December 1508, 8 November 1509, and 13 December 1510.10 He received livery of black cloth
as a yeoman of the Guard for Henry VII's funeral in May 1509.11 Although his name appears
on the Chamber list for January 1512,12 he had been appointed to the office of a sergeant at

1. LP X, 1256 (53); LP XHI i, 1519 (30); LP XIV i, 1354 (24); LP XV, 282 (33); Ibid., 942 (75); LP XVI, 580 (90);
LP XVm i, 226 (30); LP XX i, 662, p.317.
2. LP XIV i, 652, M.4,p.267.
3. LPXmii,961,p.399.
4. Ibid.
5. R. N. Worth, Calendar of the Tavistock Parish Records (Plymouth, 1887), p.19
6. Bindoff, i, p.317.
7. Lady Quarter 1538:- LP XHI ii, 1280, p.528, citing (BL) Arundel Ms. 97, f.10; Lady Quarter 1539:- LP XTV
ii, 781, p.307, citing (BL) Arundel Ms. 97, f.67; Lady Quarter 1540:- LP XVI, 380 (indexed as 350), p.185,
citing (BL) Arundel Ms. 97, f.l24b; Lady Quarter 1541:- LP XVI, 1489, p.705, citing (BL) Arundel Ms. 97,
f.181; Midsummer Quarter 1542:- LP XVII, 880, p.478, citing (BL) Stowe Ms. 554, f.18; Christmas
Quarter 1545:- LP XX ii, 1035, p.515, citing (BL) Additional Ms. 27,404, f.19.
8. PRO PROB 11/3 7 (31 More).
9. Ibid.
10. E101/416/7, unfoliated; E101/417/3, fos.33 and 57.
11. LC 2/1, f.l22v.
12. E101/417/6, f.54.
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arms by 8 November 1511, when he was granted the fee of 12d. a day pertaining to that office,
vice Lionel Crayford, deceased.1 His name is included, however, in the list of sergeants at arms
appointed by Henry VII, under the heading Tees and Annuities paid by the King',-2 and in
both the lists of sergeants at arms shown in 'The King's servants in wages' and 'Servants of the
King with their yearly wages'.
In February 1512 John ap Guilliam was paid 6s. 8d. by the treasurer of the Chamber for
his expenses in 'riding twice to my Lord Rochester'.4 He was admitted to Lincoln's Inn, by
special permission, on 12 July 1514,5 and on 30 October of the same year he was granted the
reversion of the corrody in the monastery of Malmesbury which was then held by one John
Wilkinson.6 John ap Guilliam was holding this corrody in 1529, when a groom of the Chamber
was granted the reversion.7 In November 1514 he was one of the sergeants at arms who each
received the sum of 100s., or £5, for wages while going to the West Riding, North Riding and
Q

Lincolnshire with the king's letters for the subsidy.
John ap Guilliam was appointed chief steward of the lordship of Fownhope,
Herefordshire, on 6 September 1516, surrendering the patent for a fresh one dated 22
November 1530 to include his son John, page of the Chamber, in survivorship.9
In June 1534, with four other magistrates, he examined a 'madman' who publicly
expressed the hope that Katherine of Aragon would be queen again.10 He was a commissioner
for tenths and spiritualities for Herefordshire and the dty of Hereford in January 1535,

11

and

sat on the commission of the peace for Herefordshire in July 1540, March 1541, February 1543,
and in 1543-4.12 In October 1542 John ap Guilliam was on the commission of gaol delivery for
Hereford gaol,13 and he served as escheator for the county in 1536 and 1541-2.14
He was one of the sergeant at arms in attendance 'with their maces' at the funeral of
Queen Jane Seymour in November 153^.15 At the time of the northern rebellion of 1536 he was
included among the gentlemen in Herefordshire who were appointed 'to attend upon the
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

LP 1,1952; LP I i, 969 (26).
LP II i, 2736, p.876.
LP IV i, 1939 (8) and 1939 (9).
LP II ii, The King's Book of Payments, p.1454.
Bindoff, ii, p.269; The Records of the Honorable Society of Lincoln's Inn, 2 vols. (1896), i, p.36.
LP 1,5536; LP Iii, 3408 (40).
LP IV iii, 6072 (5).
LP I ii, 3614, War Expenses, p.1514.
LP E i, 2345; LP IV iii, 6751 (24).
LPV11,802.

11. LP Vm, 149 (39).
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LP XV, 942 (39); LP XVI, 678 (15); LP XVIH i, 226 (84); LP XX i, 622, p.317.
LP XVII, 1012 (35).
Bindoff, ii, p.269; see LP XXI ii, 773 (ii), p.430.
LP XH ii, 1060, p.373; Dunche (2), p.101.
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king's own person', supplying six men.1 For the muster of 1544, to mobilize an army against
France, John ap Guilliam was one of the gentlemen of Herefordshire able to provide soldiers,2
and he was evidently in the vanguard of the army, with two horsemen and 30 footmen.3
John ap Guilliam was returned to Parliament as junior knight for Herefordshire in 1547.4
He was apparently the son of David Gwillim of Lawstone in Llangarron, and married Joan,
daughter of Robert Powell of Whitchurch, by whom he had four sons and five daughters.5 His
home was at Fawley, in the lordship of Fownhope, where his grandson Thomas was later to
build Fawley Court.6
John ap Guilliam survived into the reign of Edward VI. In December 1550 he was a
commissioner in Herefordshire to collect the relief granted to Edward VI by Parliament in
1547-87 and, as his name appears on the list of Members of Parliament revised in January 1552,
he presumably attended the final session which took place then. No will has been located and
the date of his death is unknown.

His eldest son John died in 1560, an inquisition for

November that year showing that the family held no land in chief.8
It is likely that John ap Guilliam was related to Thomas ap Guilliam, yeoman of the
Guard, particularly as both had a grant in the lordship of Fownhope, Herefordshire.

James ap Jenkin
The name of James ap Jenkin(s) is included in lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving
livery of cloth for watching clothing dated 1 December 1508, 8 November 1509, 13 December
1510, and 8 January 1512.9 By the time of the next available list of 18 December 1514 he had
been appointed yeoman usher.10
He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry VII in
May 1509.11 It is likely that he was the James ap Jenkins included in those listed under 'An
Account of the Charges on Margaret, late Countess of Richmond's lands - Fees and annuities
payable to the following persons'.12
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James ap Jenkin also appears in a list c.15161 of yeomen of the crown receiving the crown
fee of 6d. a day by grant of Henry VII. His name is included in further lists c.1523-6, one of
yeomen ushers2 and another of yeomen of the crown.3
On 3 July 1514 James ap Jenkin received a grant, in survivorship with William Butler,
sergeant at arms, of tenements in Westminster Palace called Paradise and Hell, with lands and
tenements held by one James Fryes; a house called Purgatory in the same Hall and a house
called Potans house, under the Exchequer; the tower and house called le Grenelates; and the
keepership of the said Palace.4 In addition he received two grants of office: on 24 November
1516 he was appointed bailiff of the lordship and keeper of the manor of Sampford Peverell,
Devon,5 and on 13 November 1521 he became a 'ragler', or regulator, in co. Cardigan, South
Wales, vice Sir Griffith Rice, deceased.6 This last office was granted jointly to Jenkin with John
Wogan, gentleman usher, in survivorship, on 18 August 1524.7
Jenkin was too ill to carry out his duties for some months from October 1517. In March
1518, described as yeoman usher of the Chamber, he was paid 61s., as a reward from the king,
representing wages for 122 days at 6d. the day, from 15 October 1517 to 16 February 1518,
during which time he had been 'sore sick and diseased'.8
In 1522 Jenkin was captain of the Anne of the Tower, one of the ships 'appointed to keep
the passage between Calais and Dover and so from the mouth of the Thames to the Camber'.9
He was still described as captain of this ship in May 1523, when given protection for John
Story, haberdasher, and Richard Story, fishmonger, to join him.10
Jenkin died before 4 June 1529, when two other yeomen ushers of the Chamber, Griffith
Rede and Piers Motton, were appointed to the office of 'raglership constabulary' of co.
Cardigan.11 On 5 June his crown fee was granted to Adam Holland, yeoman of the Guard,12
and he was described as deceased in the patent of 9 June to Robert Hogan, head cook for the
mouth, granting him tenements in Westminster Palace, etc.13
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Jenkin's will (where his name is shown as James ap Jankyng) was dated merely 1529, and
he requested burial in Christ Church, London.1 He bequeathed all of his goods at 'Stondlok'
except his clothes to his wife, who is not named, together with items at Sampford Peverell, as
well as six silver spoons and a gold ring with a ruby. To "a little wench that was given me
named Thomasin' he bequeathed four kine with their calves, all the wheat and malt that he
had at Sampford, three acres of barley, various pans and plates, as well as 30s. in money.
Many bequests of garments were made, including his best bonnet with brooch and aiguillets of
gold to Mathew Philip, his green coat with aiguillets and a doublet of fustian with velvet
points to David Morgan, a coat and velvet doublet with sleeves and plagard of cloth of gold to
Walter Hargest, and a leather doublet with sleeves and plagard of russet velvet to Henry
Vincent. In addition he left to David Nasshe his sword, buckler, and a doublet of satin and
velvet, and to his cousin Maurice Wogan his halbert and a knife. Bequests were also made to
the parish churches of Stondlok and Sampford Peverell. Witnesses to the will included Piers
Motton (undoubtedly the yeoman of the Guard who benefited from the grant mentioned
above) and John Holland, who may also have been one of the Guard. Probate was granted on
21 June 1529.

Lewis ap Rice
The name of Lewis ap Rice occurs in many varieties of spelling, but the more modem
version is adopted here.
Lewis ap Rice was probably already a yeoman of the Guard when he was granted offices
on 24 September 1485. These offices were keeper of Hanslope park for life, and bailiff of the
lordship there during pleasure,-2 and bailiff of the lordship of Blisland, Cornwall, during
pleasure.

He received a saving in these positions in the Act of Resumption, where he was

described as a yeoman of the crown.4 In February 1488 he was appointed as one of the porters
of Dover castle, 'in consideration of his services rendered at his own expense to the king'.5
On 25 April 1492 Lewis ap Rice made an indenture with Henry VII to supply one archer,
himself, on horseback, eight archers on foot 'garnished as they ought to be', and six bills on
foot, for the royal army.6 They were to muster at Guildford on 27 May, and 6d. a day was to
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be paid to all archers and bills. The indenture is subscribed at the foot:- 'by your diligent
servant Lewis ap Rice, one of your yeomen of the crown/
As Lewis Aprisse he was among the yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of black cloth
for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.1 He sued for a pardon early in Henry VIH's reign,
when he was described as Lewis Apprice or App Ryce, bailiff of Hanslope, Bucks., yeoman of
the crown.2
He was involved in two cases of enclosure in Buckinghamshire which were investigated
in a general enquiry of 1517-18.3
The family of Lewis ap Rice has not been positively traced. He died at an unknown date
before 13 July 1523, when Sir Francis Bryan was appointed bailiff of Hanslope and parker
there.4 He left a widow, Agnes, who was granted a 49 years' lease of Boycott manor, Stowe, by
the abbot of Biddlesden in 1526.5 Before 1529, however, her rent was in arrears, and the abbot
brought an action against her; but at the Dissolution, when the manor became crown property,
Agnes ap Rice still held the unexpired lease.6

Lewis ap Watkin
Lewis ap Watkin was described as one of the yeomen of the Guard in April 1532, when
granted the reversion of 6d. a day as the fee of the crown on the first vacancy to arise from 1
March 1532.7 He received this fee from 8 February 1533, paid from the revenues of the duchy
of Cornwall, on the death of Griffin Rede.8
As a yeoman, or possibly yeoman usher, of the Chamber, he was appointed to attend
Queen Anne Boleyn at her coronation in 1533,9 being a 'servitor from the dresser' waiting
upon the Lord Mayor of London at the coronation feast.10
In July 1540 Lewis ap Watkin was described as a yeoman of the Guard and crown when
granted the reversion of the office of a sergeant at arms with a fee of 12d. a day.11 His
appointment to this office had taken place by 4 March 1542, when his former fee of 6d. a day
was granted to William Carvanall, yeoman of the crown.12
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On 8 March 1543 Lewis ap Watkin, sergeant at arms, was appointed receiver and bailiff of
the lordship of Carew, county Pembroke, South Wales, arising from the attainder of Lady
Dawbeney, countess of Bridgewater, for which his fee was £4 annually.1 He received a further
grant of offices on 3 January 1545, when appointed customer of the ports of Pembroke and
Tenby, Pembroke, and of the port of Haverfordwest, Pembroke; butler and 'silaginarius' in
those ports; and bailiff of the lordship of Rowse, in the lordship of Haverfordwest.2 On the
same day he was also appointed escheator for Brecknock, or Brecon.3
In the records of the musters taken for the army in preparation for the war with France in
1544, Lewis ap Watkin is shown as a gentleman able to supply soldiers in both Brecknock4 and
Pembroke.5
As Lewis Watkins he was elected to represent Pembroke Boroughs in Parliament in
January 1545.6 This Parliament, which was first summoned to meet in January, was postponed
to the following November, and it is not known whether Watkin in fact ever sat in the House
of Commons.7 During the intervening months he was in Wales, where he was convicted for
being an accessory to a murder in August.8 It appears that he was in company with three
others when they attacked Roger ap Watkin, yeoman, late of Llangorse, who died from an
injury inflicted with an arrow by Watkin ap Philip.9 On 2 October 1545 the Privy Council sent
a message to the Council of Wales to 'stay the execution of Lewes ap Watkin and two others
for murder',10 and the next day the Privy Council noted the King's pleasure for the pardoning
of Lewes ap Watkin and others.11 Nine days later, on 12 October, Watkin, with two others,
received a pardon for his part in the crime, signed by Norfolk, Russell, Gardiner, Cheyney,
Gage, Paget and Wingfield.12

All three pardoned were described as Tate of Llangorse',

Brecon.13 No relationships are stated between the individuals involved.
The w idow of the murdered man did not allow the matter to rest, however, as the Privy
Council was informed six months later by the Council for Wales.14 In replying to this
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information in May 1546, the Privy Council stated that Tiis Majesty's pleasure was that by such
good means as they [the Council for Wales] could best devise they should see her pacified,
and to stay the matter from proceeding to any further issue, so as the woman may be
contented, and yet the law not seem to be impeached'.1 It is not known what financial
considerations may have been involved in securing Watkin's pardon.
On 29 June 1546 Watkin and his wife Isabella were granted livery of certain lands,
together with Thomas Verne (or Vemey) and Alice his wife, and Humphrey Stafford and
Margaret his wife, the three women being daughters and co-heirs of Sir Edmund Tame,
deceased.3
Watkin appears in a list of sergeants at arms dating from November 1546.4 His name is
also shown in the list of yeomen of the Chamber receiving quarterly wages at the rate of 6d. a
day in December 1545, but this is clearly an error,5 unless it refers to another person.
On 7 December 1547 Watkin made his will, in which he described himself as 'Lewys ap
Watkin Esquire Sergeant at Arms to our sovereign lord the king, of Upton in the County of
Pembroke, being sick in body but in perfect mind and memory', and directed that he should be
buried at Nash,6 which is near Upton. He bequeathed the bulk of his estate to his wife Tsabell
Tame', his sole executrix, leaving it to her discretion to provide suitably for his three sons,
William, James and Thomas, and his daughter Katherine. Besides lands at Llangorse he left a
substantial stock of cattle, oxen and sheep, all listed in detail.

His sergeant's mace was

bequeathed to his son William, evidently the eldest. Probate was granted to his widow on 6
May 1548.

Roger Becke
Roger Becke's family has not been traced. Pedigrees exist for families called Beck or Beke
in Dorset7 and Buckinghamshire,8 but the name of Roger does not appear. There was a family
of Becke also in Lancashire,9 and in Berkshire a Thomas Beke, described as king's servant, was
nephew of John Beke, a bailiff of Reading in 1536.10 Possibly Roger Becke was connected with
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one of these families. In his later years he had dealings in the duchy of Lancaster, though this
may have been influenced through his wife's family The only certain information available
about his family connections is that he married Mabel, second daughter of Sir Lawrence
Warren of Pointon, Baron of Stockport, and his wife Margaret, daughter of Sir Piers Ligh or
Legh of Lyme.1
The name of Roger Becke appears (as Roger Beeke) in the accounts of the treasurer of the
Chamber in the late summer and autumn of 1503, when he received payments for riding on the
king's business.2 He received livery of cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry
VII in May 1509,3 and as a yeoman for the interment of the infant Prince Henry in February
1511.4

As a yeoman of the Chamber, Roger Becke received livery of cloth for watching

clothing, appearing on the lists for 1 December 1508, 8 November 1509,13 December 1510, and
8 January 1512.5 By 18 December 1514, the date of the next available list, he was a yeoman
usher.6
On 10 May 1513 Becke was described as a yeoman of the Guard when he was granted the
crown fee of 6d. a day.7 His name is included in a list of yeomen of the crown receiving the fee
by grant of Henry VIII headed 'Fees and Annuities paid by the King',8 and in another headed
'The King's servants in wages' he is shown as a yeoman usher.9 In June 1518 Becke received
wages for 141 days at 6d. a day, from the previous 29 November to 19 April.10
Roger Becke was appointed to the office of one of the king's sergeants at arms on 10
October 1523, with 12d. a day, 'in consideration of his services to Henry VII and Henry VIII',11
and he appears as a sergeant at arms in the list 'Servants of the King with their yearly wages',

10

as well as in further lists from December 1536 to December 1540.13
Little is known of Becke's activities and he does not appear to have attracted grants of
office.

However, in November 1532 he was one of four commissioners appointed to call

together the parties involved in a dispute over land ownership, the case being heard in the
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Lancaster Duchy Court.1 A few years later, during Hilary term 1540, a complaint was made to
the Duchy Court by Edmond Lowde, the gaoler of Clitheroe castle, concerning tire rights
attached to his office. His evidence included the information that Roger Becke, sergeant at
arms, had demised to him the gaolership or portership of the castle and two pieces of ground
known as the Castle dykes and the Castle hill, which all preceding gaolers had occupied, and
the former of which was now being claimed by another person.2
The date of Becke's death is unknown, and no will has been located.

Henry Birde
Henry Birde was a grandson of Philip Birde of Eltham whose will of 19 September 1497
was proved in Rochester. Philip Birde's will directed that his wife Joan should have the choice
of the best of his three tenements in Eltham for life, and that his lands and farms in Kent
should be equally divided between his two sons Robert and Thomas Birde. Henry Birde, the
yeoman of the Guard, was one of the three sons of this Thomas Birde, by Elizabeth his wife.3
When Thomas Birde died, his will of 27 January 1503 settled on his wife Elizabeth the
house in which his son-in-law, Harry Pemberton, dwelt; and his lands and tenements were
bequeathed equally between his sons, Ralph, John and Harry (Henry), with remainder in
default to his daughters, Margaret, Joan and Agnes.4
Henry Birde therefore descended from a well-established land-owning family in Kent. By
his wife Anne he had two sons, George and Henry5 and four daughters, Elizabeth, Thomasin,
Julian and Margaret.6 It is likely that the Robert Birde of Eltham, king's sergeant, who sat as
M.P. for Rye in 1449-50 was of this family.7
It is not known when Birde entered royal service, but he is described as a yeoman usher
ordinary in a book of names of all the king's officers and servants admitted and sworn to
attend in 'his graces most honourable chamber',8 which has been calendared as 1516 in the
Letters and Papers volumes of Henry Vffl's reign. He served in the garrison at Toumai, and was
one of the yeomen of the Guard described as 'vinteners of the castle of Toumai' who signed a
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letter to Wolsey and the king's council in May 1518, protesting against the proposal to pay
their wages half-yearly like other garrisons, instead of quarterly.1
The reasons why their position differed from those serving in other garrisons were stated:
'they must always be ready to stand a siege; English victuallers are discouraged; several have
run away, leaving large debts; are not exempt, like other garrisons, from the 'maletot' but pay
40s. on a tun of wine and 12d. on a barrel of beer'.2 In addition, the king's money did not buy
as much there as elsewhere. A similar letter was sent by the yeomen of the Guard who were
'constables' at Toumai.3
After returning to this country Birde may have joined Princess Mary's household, since a
note of her expenses for three years ending 1519-20 includes the name of Henry Berde on a list
of people to whom payments were made.4 The name of Thomas Tilly also appears in this list,
and he was a joint grantee with Henry Birde in February 1516,5 so it seems likely that both
were royal servants.
When the Emperor Charles V visited England in 1522, accommodation had to be found
for his large retinue upon arrival, and Birde's dwelling in Greenwich was one of the many
used for this purpose, housing six persons.6 It is recorded that twelve yeomen of the Guard
17

accompanied the king to Dover on the occasion of the Emperor's visit.
In 1525 Birde was described as a yeoman of the Guard when he witnessed the will of
Thomas Sibson, of which the overseer was Ralph Birde, presumably his brother.

Q

Henry Birde held the office of yeoman of the bows, for which he received an annual fee of
£3. 6s. 8d.9 This office involved the receipt of money from the treasurer of the Chamber to pay
bills for equipment. In December 1528, for instance, he was given £21.11s. 4d. to pay William
Pikeman and William Buckstede, the king's bowyers, for supplying bows, arrows, strings,
forked heads and quivers, etc., for the use of the king and his natural son, the duke of
Richmond;10 and in November 1530 he received £18.18s. 8d. to cover the cost of bows, arrows,
bracers, shooting gloves and quivers for the king's own use.11 In addition, he was paid 4d. a
LP II ii, 3321, citing Calig. E.H. 146 BM. NB: the editors of LP calendar this as 1517; for fuller account see
Cruickshank, Toumai, p.101, footnote 2, and p.102, footnote 2.
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9. Ibid., p.230, citing Privy Purse Henry VIH, Nicolas; LP V, p.760, Privy Purse Expenses.
10. LP V, p.306, treasurer of Chamber's Accounts; Drake, p.230, citing Trevelyan Papers 145, Camden
Society - amount given as £20.11s. 4d.
11. LP V, p.322, treasurer of Chamber's Accounts; Drake, p.59, footnote 3.
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day for 122 days for attending on the king while hunting, from 31 May to 1 October 1530;1 12s.
8d. for /making the rounds [targets] at TotehilT in January 1531,*2 and 6s. 8d. in August 1532
'for making pricks at Ampthill and Grafton'.3
Birde also held several offices in the duchy of Lancaster. On 17 November 1524 he was
appointed for life bailiff of the soke of Wirksworth,4 and was granted the reversion of the office
of barmaster in Wirksworth soke in October 1536.5 He was also bailiff of Ashbourne,6 and in
September 1536 he was granted the reversion of the offices of chief steward and bailiff of the
manor or lordship of Allerton and Plumtree, Nottinghamshire, and Risley, Derbyshire, with
the office of 'beermeasurer' in the wapentake of Wirksworth, Derbyshire.
There is evidence of some difficulty in carrying out the duties of bailiff at Ashbourne. In
October 1534 an unknown writer (who referred to his friend Hugh Willoughby, sergeant at
arms) noted that he must speak with Henry Birde, reminding him of correspondence
requesting Birde to obtain a letter from the king to 'my lord', commanding him to see that he
might occupy his office at Ashbourne as other bailiffs had done before.8 Another letter was
mentioned, to all tenants and inhabitants in Ashbourne and Wirksworth, asking them to pay to
the bailiff and his deputy the rents and customs due to the king, and to assist him in his office,
'not letting for Sir Thomas Cokayne nor Sir Henry Sacheverell nor any other'.9
As well as these offices in the duchy of Lancaster, Henry Birde was favoured with a
number of other grants. On 11 November 1530 he was appointed as a keeper of Weybridge
forest, Huntingdonshire, with 2d. a day, vice Christopher Alborough, deceased,10 who was
another yeoman of the Guard; and in October 1534, in survivorship with Leonard Thornton, he
was granted the farm of the subsidy and ulnage of cloths sold in the city of London, at £24 a
year and 12d. increase.11 This was probably the grant referred to in a catalogue of Thomas
Cromwell's documents as 'a bill to be signed for Birde of the Guard'.12 On 4 March 1540 Birde
was appointed bailiff of the manors of Shillington and Barton, Bedfordshire, and all lands there
which belonged to Ramsey monastery.13 It is likely that he was the Henry Berd who was
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granted jointly with Thomas Tilly the office of water-bailiff of the river Thames between the
bridge of Staines and the head of the river, by patent of 1 February 1516, which was
surrendered on 16 January 1540.1
Like many other royal servants, Henry Birde was involved in diverse activities, both
within and outside the court. On the occasion of Anne Boleyn's coronation in 1533 he was
nominated to superintend the 'servitors from the dresser' attending upon the mayor of London
in the Great Hall, Westminster.2 In 1537, together with a Robert Pedle of Edgware, Middlesex,
he acted as an informer, reporting that, contrary to the Acts of Parliament (which were quoted),
Nicholas Goodeyre of Edgware had continued as clerk to the sheriffs of Middlesex for
substantially more than one year.3 Goodeyre incurred a penalty of £600 for his misdemeanour,
half of which went to the king and the other half, significantly, to the informers.4 Birde was
one of five men who received a total of £10.18s. 4d. in April 1540 for their expenses in
delivering bills signed by the council.5
On 25 October 1542 the king granted lands to Birde as a reward for services.6 These lands
consisted of Little Bankers (about three acres), Great Hatchfield (about 33 acres), one acre
called Bridgehouse land, and a close of 8 acres called Great Wotty, in the parishes of Lewisham
and Lee, with an annual rent of 50s.7
Henry Birde's name is included in two lists of yeomen of the Guard dating c.1540-5.8 He
made his will on 26 June 1544 and had died by 31 March 1545, when probate was granted to
his wife and Henry Polsted, his executors.9 In his will he describes himself as servant to the
king dwelling in Lewisham, Kent, and gives the annual net values of his properties, which total
£11. Is. 8d.:House and land in Lewisham
Tenements in Greenwich
Lands in Eltham

£ 3 .6s. 8d.
6 .8s. 4d.
1. 6s. 8d.

The properties in Lewisham, which he had 'of the king's majesty's gift', were bequeathed
to his wife Anne for life, with remainder to their younger son, Henry, and his heirs. The
Greenwich properties were to be held by the testator's wife and Henry Polsted, the two
executors, until the eldest son, George Birde, reached the age of 21 years 'and not afore'.
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George Birde was also left the remainder of the Eltham lands, in which the testator's mother
had a life interest. A third part of Henry Birde's estate, to the annual value of £3. 6s. 8d, was
entrusted to the king during George Birde's minority 'according to the statute'.1 To each of
his daughters, Elizabeth, Thomasin, Julian and Margaret, Henry Birde bequeathed £6.13s. 4d.
together with a feather bed and a bolster on marriage.
It is recorded that Henry Birde was commemorated by a brass in Lee church, upon which
he was described as a yeoman of the king's Chamber, but this has not survived.2

Robert Brickenden
Robert Brickenden (whose surname appears in many variations of spelling - such as
Brikenden, Brekynden, and Brigandyne) was from a family settled at Smallhythe, in the
Tenterden area of Kent. Although his parents can not at present be named, it is likely that he
was closely related to Robert Brekynden, senior, of Tenterden, whose will was proved in 1483,
and Robert Brigenden of Smallhythe, whose will was proved in 1517-18.4 He may himself
have been the Robert Brigenden of Biddenden whose will was proved in 1523.5
The earliest reference to Robert Brickenden is on 4 August 1488, when he was one of the
commissioners appointed to impress calkers for a ship about to be 'made anew in the Wold,
Kent'.6 On 15 November 1490, described as a yeoman of the crown, he was granted an annuity
of £10, to date from the previous Michaelmas (September 1490)7 At the same time he was
granted for seven years the subsidy and tax on marketable cloths in Kent and a share of the
forfeitures of such as were exposed for sale unsealed, rendering £20. 3s. 4d. annually to the
king, and £6.10s. Od. increment.8
On 19 May 1495 Brickenden was appointed to the office of keeper or clerk of the king's
ships 'within the realm and elsewhere', with 12d. a day for himself and 6d. a day for a clerk
under him, to be funded from the customs received in the ports of Exeter and Dartmouth.9
The grant of office also provided for him to receive 3s. Od. a day from the same source for
every day upon which he rode 'for the purveyance of goods and necessaries for the said ships
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.. [or] ..for the taking and arresting of ships', upon his taking oath in the Chancery of the
number of days involved.1
The following month after his appointment, he was ordered to superintend the
construction of a dry dock at Portsmouth, which was the first known to have been made in
England.2 It is not known whether Brickenden had any training as an engineer,3 but he must
have been considered suitable for the task, and has left it on record that on at least one
occasion he received certain orders from the king in person.4
In December 1496 Brickenden was one of the commissioners appointed to find ropers in
Norfolk and Suffolk to make ropes and rigging.5 In January 1497, together with William
Bamefeld, yeoman of the crown, he was commissioned to inspect and seize all ships and other
vessels found in any ports in Kent and Sussex, and to appoint masters and crew for them, to
convey the king's troops towards Scotland. He was also to certify the king and council of the
number of such masters and crew.6 At about the same time he received several similar
commissions relating to Southampton, Dorset and South Devon, with Benedict Weaver, John
Monkeley and John Whittington, all yeomen of the crown.7
There are numerous references to Brickenden in official records, including the accounts of
the treasurer of the Chamber. On 8 December 1503 he was paid £20 for the rigging of the
Sovereign8 and other payments were made to him for conveying the Sovereign to various places
during 1506 and 1507.9
Robert Brickenden was listed (as Robert Brekynden) as one of the yeomen of the Guard
receiving livery of black cloth for Henry VII's funeral in May 1509.10 He continued in office as
clerk of the king's ships to Henry VIII, receiving a new patent on 28 July 1509.11 On 29 July
1511 he was paid £120 for the conveyance of two new ships, the Mary Rose and the Peter
Granade, from Portsmouth to the Thames,12 and in September of the same year he was paid
sums of £30 and £50 for the expenses of the two new ships in the Thames.13 Later in the month
he received £ 8 .2s. 6d. for the wages and victualling of the masters, mariners and soldiers, to 26
1. Ibid.
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September 1511, in the Mary Rose and the Peter Granade, during their conveyance from
Portsmouth to the Thames, together with a payment for 35 coats of white and green for the
master and 34 of his company, at 6s. 8d. a coat.1
By October 1511 Brickenden's son John was assisting him, being described as overseer and
ruler of the two ships the Regent and the Sovereign when he was paid £40 by warrant dormant
for men's wages and victuals and safe moorings with cables.2 John Brickenden was probably
already in the king's service on 19 November 1510 when, described as son of Robert
Brickenden, clerk of the king's ships, he was granted three tenements with lands, in ruinous
condition, in Portsmouth.3
According to a nearly contemporary source, Robert Brickenden designed and built the
great ship called the Henry Grace a D im .4 Expenditure was begun on 4 December 1512, on
'... lath, reed and loam for making of the long house and houses of office, Robert
Brickenden's chamber, and smiths' forges, ordained for the making of the King's great ship
called the Harry Grace d Dieu and for the three galleys begun 4 Henry VIII'.5
When in May 1515 Brickenden was wanting the sum of £742.12s.11 Id., most of which was
owed to creditors, Henry VIII 'not willing the said Robert Brickenden to be endangered for our
causes' signed a warrant to John Heron, treasurer of the Chamber, to pay the amount by
indenture to Brickenden forthwith.6
On 21 April 1523 Brickenden, described as of Smallhythe, Kent, alias of Portsmouth, was
granted a release for all financial irregularities which may have occurred while he was clerk of
the king's ships to Henry VII and Henry VIII.7 Possibly he was already ill by then, as nothing
more is heard of him after this date and, as already stated, he may have been the Robert
Brigenden of Biddenden whose will was proved in 1523. This remains to be investigated.

Geoffrey Bromefeld
Geoffrey Bromefeld was the eldest or eldest surviving son of Tudor Bromefeld of Byn y
Wiwer in Bodylltyn, in the old parish of Ruabon, Denbighshire, by his wife Margaret, daughter
of Jenkyn ab Y Bedi of Yale.8 The family name was derived from the lordship of Bromefield in
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which Ruabon, near Wrexham, is situated. Geoffrey Bromefeld married Margaret, daughter of
Thomas ab Ieuan ab Jenkyn of Ruabon.1
The earliest appearance of Geoffrey Bromefeld's name in official records is in January
1529, when an item in the royal accounts shows that he was paid 20s. for a buckler which he
gave to the king as a New Year's present.2 Ruabon and, more especially, Wrexham were the
main centres in an area where bucklers were made, and it was no doubt this industry which
o _
brought Bromefeld to the court, probably as a purveyor rather than a working smith. The
royal accounts for March 1531 show him as die king's buckler maker, with wages of 2d. a day,
by warrant of 11 February that year,4 and his quarterly wages of 15s. 2d. are shown in a
number of subsequent accounts up to 1552.5
On 1 July 1535 Bromefeld was appointed to the office of clerk of the 'creeks and passages'
belonging to the town and port of Bristol, with fees of 10 marks a year.6 The reversion of this
office was granted to John Bromefeld, a yeoman of the Guard, on 26 April 1536.7 He was
almost certainly a relative, though no indication is given, and he does not appear in the
pedigree of the family.
The earliest reference to Geoffrey Bromefeld as a yeoman of the king's Chamber occurs in
April 1539, when he was appointed keeper of the wood in die litde park near Chirk castie, with
40s. a year and die herbage and pannage of the wood and park.8 In March 1540, described as
Geoffrey Bromfeld of Westminster, yeoman of the crown, he was granted a lease for 21 years of
the tidies in the manor of Bincknoll, Wiltshire, formerly belonging to the manor of St. Denis by
Southampton.9 He was described as a yeoman of the Chamber in November 1541 when he
was granted the office in survivorship with Geoffrey Jones or Johns, a yeoman of the Guard, of
keeper of the county gaols of Dchester, Somerset, and Dorchester, Dorset.10
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At the muster of 1544 he was one of twelve gentlemen of Denbigh who were able to
supply soldiers.1 A grant to one John Pope dated 3 October 1545 cites numerous properties
and lands, including 'messuages etc. in Thormerton (Tormarton), Gloucestershire, in the tenure
of Geoffrey Bromeffelde'.2 In December 1545 he was one of the yeomen of the Chamber paid
at the rate of 4d. a day,3 which indicates that he was no longer in regular attendance at court
but had to be ready to appear if and when summoned. A bill for 'Jeffrey Bromefelde of Wales'
dated in May 1546 described him as a gentleman usher when he was granted the gift of the
bailiwick of Savoy.4
Probably he had returned to live in Wales permanently in about 1544.5 In November of
1549 and 1550 he was nominated for election to the office of sheriff in Denbigh, though his
name was not pricked.6 In 1551 he served on the Denbigh commission for the collection of the
third instalment of relief granted by Parliament to the king in 1547,7 and in the same year he
was escheator for the county.8 This is the last heard of him until after his death, when the
office of park-keeper at Chirk was granted to John Roberts, a yeoman of the queen's Chamber,
on 21 July 1558, 'which office Geoffrey Bromefeld, deceased, lately held'.9 He left a son Martin,
who married Elizabeth, the only child of William Eyton of Ruabon.10

John Bromefeld
John Bromefeld was a yeoman of the Guard by May 1531, when he was granted the
custody of the person and property of Elizabeth Archer, an idiot.11

At Anne Boleyn's

coronation in 1533 he was one of the yeomen appointed to attend upon the queen,12 and was a
'servitor from the dresser' attending upon the Barons of the Cinque Ports at the coronation
feast held in Westminster Hall.13 In April 1536 he was granted the reversion of the office of
clerk of the creeks and passages belonging to the town and port of Bristol, with fees of 10
marks a year, which office had been granted to Geoffrey Bromefeld the previous July.14
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Unfortunately, no relationship between the two men is indicated in the patent, but it is
virtually certain that they were from the same family, notwithstanding the fact that John
Bromefeld is not shown in the pedigree.
In March 1542 he received a grant of several properties: a tenement called Wymarks and
Brownes, with lands attached, in Stoke-juxta-Nayland, Suffolk; a tenement called Sares at
Mershe, Stoke, with two acres of land; another tenement in Stoke Nayland; and one called
Peppes in Layer Bretton, Essex, which belonged to Thomas Abell, priest, attainted.1
John Bromefeld is shown as receiving the fee of the crown in a list of the Guard of c.1545.2
In January 1546 he succeeded John Willesdon as a yeoman usher, which carried a further fee of
3d. a day.3 It may be that he received the fee from this date after serving in the office for a few
years, since the patent of March 1542 described him as a yeoman usher of the Chamber.4
The subsidy list for the royal household in 1546 shows that John Bromefeld was assessed
at £34 on wages, lands and fees, his contribution of £2.16s. 8d. being payable at a monthly rate
of 11s. 4d. over five months.5
Bromefeld's will was proved on 20 August 1556 at Rochester, and mentions his wife Jane,
sisters Katherine and Anne, and a nephew David.

He was buried in the church at East

Greenwich, where he had previously resided.6

WilUam Brown
William Brown was among the first to be appointed to Henry VIPs newly-founded
bodyguard, being described as a yeoman of the king's Guard in a patent dated 18 September
1485, granting him, during pleasure, the office of bailiff of Brailes, Warwickshire.7 He had
evidently attended Henry VII before the decisive battle at Bosworth, since his patent shows
that the grant was given 'in consideration of the good service that our humble and faithful
subject William Brown, yeoman of our Guard, hath heretofore done unto us, as well beyond
the sea as at our victorious journey'.8 On 2 October 1485 a new patent granted the office for
life, and added the keepership of the warren at Brailes.9 Brown received a safeguard of these
offices in Henry VII's Act of Resumption.10
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

LP XVII, 220 (43).
LC 5/178, p.50; printed in HO, p.171.
LP XXI i, 148 (79); see SP 4/1, Item 79; LP XX ii, 1067/79.
LP XVII, 220 (43).
E179/69/56.
Drake, p .lll.
Campbell, i, p.8.
Ibid.
Ibid., p.70. C82/2 (3), m.434, authorizes this patent.
Rot. Pari, vi, p.352.

-206-

Little is known about Brown, beyond the facts that he was among the yeomen of the
crown who received allowance of russet cloth for hatching' in 1489* and that he had died by 9
October 1510, when William Compton, groom of the stool, was appointed to the offices of
bailiff and warrener of Brailes, with the farm of the lordship, vice William Brown, deceased.
The name of William Brown appears on the list of yeomen of the Chamber receiving
livery of cloth for watching clothing dated 8 November 1509.3 It is also included, however, in
the similar lists for 15124 and 1514.5 This is either an error or refers to another of the same
name.
The only other information available which can positively be identified as relating to the
yeoman of the Guard is the fact that in 1491 William Brown enclosed 192 acres of land in
Brailes, involving the abolition of four ploughs and two messuages, as well as the eviction of
16 persons, which was revealed by an inquisition taken in Warwickshire in 1517.6
He may have been the William Brown who was on the commission for Rutland which
was set up to assess and appoint collectors of the subsidy imposed by the Commons in the
Parliament of 9 November 1487,7 and possibly the J.P. for the same county in March 1486 and
August 1487.8 A William Brown was also on the commission of the peace in Warwickshire in
July 1503, December 1506 and July 1507,9 and a commissioner for gaol delivery at Warwick
castle in October 1507.10 There is a possibility that he may have been the squire for the body
who was in attendance at Henry VII's funeral in May 1509,11 since his name is not included in
the lists of yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of cloth for that event. Nevertheless, this
could equally be a different person, especially as the name of William Brown continues to be
included on the commission of the peace in Warwickshire on several occasions between 1511
and 1514, after the death of the yeoman of the Guard.12

John and William Catcot
Although John Catcot's parentage cannot be stated with any certainty, it is likely that he
was related to the William Catcot described as a yeoman of the crown when he witnessed a
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will in 1505.1 This would also be the William Catcot (or Cadcote) who received livery of cloth
as a yeoman of the Guard for Henry VII's funeral in May 15092 and livery for watching
clothing in 1511,3 15124 and 1514.5 The John Catcot of Shepton Mallet whose will was proved
in 1519 left two sons, Sir John and William, but also mentioned in his will John Catcot senior,
John Catcot junior, and William Catcot junior as well as a brother Thomas Catcot.6 As will be
seen, the yeoman of the Guard was obviously a Somerset man, so that this is almost certainly
the family to which he belonged.
John Catcot was a yeoman of the Guard by July 1520, when he was appointed, jointly
with Thomas Alford, another yeoman of the Guard, keeper of the county gaols of Somerset and
Dorset, at Ilchester and Dorchester respectively.7 This office had been vacated by both men by
May 1537, when Geoffrey Johns, yeoman of the Guard, was appointed keeper 'in as full
manner as Thomas Alford and John Catcote enjoyed the office'.8
In a petition to the king in the Court of Star Chamber in 1536, Catcot described himself as
'John Catcotte of Batcombe in your county of Somerset yeoman of your Guard'.9 This plea to
the crown sought a remedy for damage to hedges and dykes caused by a riotous group of
twenty during the night of 24 February 1536, on the three acres of enclosed land in Batcombe
which Catcot had held by copyhold for 12 years of the earl of Arundel, of his manor of
Spargrove. Catcot complained that he was unable to get possession of the land to carry out
repairs.10 The outcome of the case is not known.
Catcot was granted a corrody in the monastery of Athelney, Somerset, in 1533,11 and was
a collector for the subsidy in the hundred of Horethome, Somerset, in 1538.12
The royal accounts for December 1545 show John Catcot as a yeoman of the Chamber
receiving quarterly wages at the rate of 4d. a day.13 In January 1546 he was appointed bailiff
and collector of the manors of East Brent, Meare, North Load, South Brent, Berrow,
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Lympsham, Ham, Sevington Deneys, West Monkton and Brent Marsh, Somerset, which
formerly belonged to Glastonbury abbey, with £10.18s. 4d. a year.1
John Catcot's will has not yet been located, and his date of death is unknown.

Thomas Catlyn
In the records of the duchy of Lancaster, Thomas Catlyn was described as being of
Hardgrave, Northamptonshire.2 He was related to Robert Catlin of the Middle Temple, who
stood surety for him in 1538 for a lease of Castle Donington horse-mill.3
Catlyn was a yeoman of the Guard when appointed bailiff of Leicester town on 1
December 1526, with effect from the previous Michaelmas.4 On at least two occasions he was
involved in the examination of men accused of seditious statements. A surgeon named Robert
Molton appeared before the mayor of Leicester, John Barton, and Catlyn as bailiff, on 27 March
1532, when he denied statements which he was alleged to have made against an innholder of
the town named William Gibson.5 On 14 December 1533 Ralph Churlis, a baker of Monstull,
Leicestershire, was accused of speaking seditious words to Catlyn, threatening that local bakers
would bring white bread into the town for die Christmas season contrary to instruction, and
that they would have Staves in their baskets to defend them'.6
Nothing has been found about Catlyn's activities at court, beyond the fact that he was
authorized to receive livery of cloth for watching clothing as a yeoman of the Chamber on 18
December 1514.7 He had died by January 1547, when the bailiwick of the town and lordship of
Leicester was granted to one Thomas Danett.8

David Cecil
Amongst the early Tudor yeomen of the Guard, David Cecil holds a unique position,
since he was the grandfather of William Cecil who was to become renowned as Lord Burghley,
Elizabeth I's Lord High Treasurer.

Even Lord Burghley himself knew little about his

grandfather's origins, and as a result of his efforts to discover these, some fanciful genealogies
were compiled for him. The most credible pedigree has been accepted as thatderiving from
the race of yeomen or small gentry which had been settled for several generations at Allt yr
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Ynys, in the parish of Walter ston, on the Welsh border of Herefordshire.* Some early versions
of the family name were Sitsilt, Sicelt, Seyceld, Seisel, Syssell, Cycill and Seycil,2 and Cecil
himself used Cissell or Cyssell.
According to Vincent's pedigree,3 David Cecil's great grandfather was Thomas Sitsilt of
'Allt yr Ynys', who married Margaret, daughter and heir of Gilbert de Winston. Their elder
son Philip and his wife Margaret, daughter of John Phelips or Phillip, became the parents of
Richard Sitsilt or Seyceld, who was David Cecil's father. Cecil was the third son of Richard
Sitsilt or Seyceld and his wife Margaret, or Maud, daughter and heir of Philip Vychan or
Vaughan of Tillington, Herefordshire.4 Richard Seyceld's will of 1508 shows that he had lands
in the lordships of Grossemont and Ewyas, which he bequeathed respectively to the wife
(presumably the widow) of his elder son Philip, Maud or Matilda verch Howel, and to his son
John ap Philip Seyceld.

David ap Richard Seyceld, otherwise David Cecil, the testator's

younger son, was appointed overseer of the will.5
It appears that Cecil was a servant and kinsman6 of David Phillip, who was an esquire
(later knight) of the king's body,7 vice-chamberlain to Arthur, Prince of Wales,8 and steward of
the manor of Collyweston, near Stamford, which belonged to the king's mother, Margaret,
countess of Richmond.9 David Phillip, who was of Welsh origin, had served overseas with the
earl of Richmond before he gained the throne as Henry VII,10 and received many grants in the
years following the victory at Bosworth field. Cecil was closely associated with Phillip and
was an executor of his will, proved towards the end of 1506, in which he was named as Davy
Scisseld.11

The two men were related through Cecil's paternal grandmother Margaret,

daughter of John Phelips,12 and Cecil married a kinswoman of Phillip's wife,13 his mother-inlaw being the daughter of John Semarke, while David Phillip's wife Anne was daughter and
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heir of Thomas Semarke.1 On 12 November 1506 Cecil was granted a licence to found a
chantry in the church of St. Mary, Stamford, for the 'good estate of the king while he lives and
for his soul afterwards and for the soul of Elizabeth his late consort', as well as for the souls of
David Phillip, Phillip's parents and 'Anne his wife (when she dies)', with licence for the
•j

chaplain to acquire in mortmain lands to the value of £9 a year/
Cecil lived in St. George's parish in Stamford, where he was admitted to the freedom of
the town in 14943 and was on the common council in 1495.4 He served as alderman, which in
fact was mayor, of Stamford in 1503-4, 1514-15, and 1524-25,5 and represented the borough in
Parliament in 1504,1510,1512-14,1515 and 1523.6
David Cecil married firstly Alice, daughter and heir of John Dicons, owner of the Tabard
Inn in Stamford, who had served as alderman (mayor) of Stamford in 1476,1483 and 14937 By
this marriage he had two sons, Richard and David.8 His second wife was Joan, daughter and
heir of Thomas Roos of Dowsby, Lincolnshire, by whom he had a daughter, Joan.9
The earliest reference to David Cecil's activities is on 8 December 1496, when he was on
the commission to purvey grain in the county of Rutland for the army to be sent towards
Scotland.10 In December 1503 he was a commissioner for sewers in parts of Lincolnshire,11 and
in July 1505 served in a similar capacity for parts of Rutland and Lincolnshire.12 On 19 July
1506 he received a grant, in survivorship with Sir David Phillip, knight for the body, of the
office of park keeper at King's Cliffe park, Northamptonshire, with the herbage and pannage in
lieu of fees or wages.13 In a fresh patent of March 1517 the office was granted to Cecil and his
son Richard in survivorship.14
Following Sir David Phillip's death in 1506, Cecil, described as the king's servant, was
granted his former office of bailiff of Whittlesey mere and keeper of the swans there and in the
counties of Huntingdon, Cambridge, Lincolnshire and Northamptonshire, together with the
keepership of the woods in Glatton and Holme, county Huntingdon, for 'seven years and
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longer during pleasure7, rendering £8 a year.1 The offices of bailiff of Whittlesey mere and
keeper of the swans were further granted to Cecil for 30 years in June 1511,2 his son Richard
being granted the reversion in February 1536.
As one of the yeomen of the Guard, 'Davye Sessell7 received livery of four yards of black
cloth for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.4 He was described as a yeoman of the
Chamber when appointed bailiff of Preston, Uppingham and Essendine, in Rutland, and of
Skellingthorpe, in Lincolnshire, on 12 July 1509.5 At some time Cecil was appointed bailiff of
Tinwell, since a survey of 1534/5 shows that he was paid an annual fee of £1. 6s. 8d. for this
office, from the revenues which the abbot and convent of Peterborough received from the town
of Tinwell.6
On 6 December 1513 Cecil was appointed to the office of one of the king's sergeants at
arms, with a fee of 12d. a day.7 On 1 August 1517 he received a 21-years' lease of lands in
Essendine, Rutland, and a pasture called 'Shenyngthorp' in Lincolnshire, lately belonging to
Margaret, countess of Richmond, at an annual rent of £18, with 3s. 4d. increase.8 The reversion
of this lease was granted to his son Richard, page of the Wardrobe of Robes, in September
1532, for a term of 60 years from its termination, which was at Michaelmas 1538, at an annual
rent of £18. 3s. 4d.9 David Cecil was granted the stewardship of the lordship of Collyweston
on 18 August 1523.10
In a communication sent to Wolsey by the duke of Richmond's council in 1525, a report
was made on the activities of the duke, the natural son of Henry VIII, while visiting various
places. It was reported that on the way to Collyweston the duke had himself killed a buck in
Cliffe Park, where 'Davy Sidle' had made him good cheer.11
Cecil served in the office of escheator for Northamptonshire and Rutland in 1514-15, and
for Lincolnshire in 1529-30.12 He also sat on a number of commissions in addition to those
mentioned earlier. In March 1524 he was a commissioner for sewers in Lincolnshire;
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1^

in 1531

and 1532 he sat as a J.P. for Rutland;1 in January 1535 he was on the commission for tenths and
spiritualities in Rutland,'2 and in 1536 he served on the commission to survey monasteries in
Rutland, which involved the Priory of Broke, a house of the Black Austin Canons.
Upon the death of Sir William Spencer in 1532, the king appointed Cecil to take over the
office of sheriff of Northamptonshire. Cecil wrote to Cromwell about this on 28 June that year,
asking for his help in obtaining a warrant or money, since the deceased sheriff had a warrant
from the king for £100 to cover his costs, and Cecil had been informed that the king's pleasure
was that he should suffer no loss by the office.4 On 4 November 1532, a further letter from
Cecil to Cromwell urged him to 'move the king according to his promise' that Cecil would lose
nothing by his office as sheriff, and added that he would be a great loser unless he had the
same office next year.5 Edward Montague, sergeant at law, wrote to Cromwell on the same
day, advising that Cecil should continue in office the following year.6 Sir Thomas Audley also
wrote in support, saying that he would have submitted Cecil's name if the judges had allowed
it, and suggested that he be appointed for Rutland instead.7 Apparently some objections to the
choice of Cecil as sheriff arose on account of his uncertain temper;8 and a later litigant was to
complain that even in his old age he was ready to draw and strike.9 Nevertheless, in the event,
the king himself inserted Cecil's name on the list and signed a fiat appointing him sheriff of
Northamptonshire.10
While this matter was in abeyance, Cecil communicated with Cromwell on 14 October
1532, thanking him for his kindness and sending two cygnets. He also requested that the
bearer of the letter, the son of a servant of his, might be taken into Cromwell's service.11
A list of fees and annuities payable from lordships, honours, castles and lands in various
shires, dated in March 1534, shows that Cecil was in receipt of a fee of £2 a year in respect of
his stewardship of Nassington, Yarwell and Upton, Northamptonshire.12
Towards the end of his life, Cecil referred to his long service to two kings, when he wrote
to Cromwell on 8 April 1534, complaining that one Merynge had a suit against him regarding
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an obligation at Nottingham which was fictitious. Although the sum involved was only 20
marks, his defence had cost him £20. He continued: 'I desire you somewhat to ponder my
truth and poor honesty, for it was never disdained in the king's father's days, when I was
some time put in trust, nor yet in this king's time till now'.1
As David Cyssell of Stamford, he made his will on the feast of the Conversion of St. Paul
(25 January) 1535,2 bequeathing to his wife Joan his lands in Stamford and Nassington, with
remainder to his son Richard. As well as various household goods, items of silver and cattle,
he left his wife and her heirs a 'mark of swans marked with laduls straight up and down the
bill and the leg'.3 The silver items included a gilt piece 'with the wheat sheaf in the bottom, the
which I gave her before our marriage'. This is of particular interest, since the wheatsheaf
formed the main part of the arms adopted by Cecil's descendants.4
His eldest son Richard received Cecil's title and interest in the chantry lands given thirty
years earlier for supporting a priest to sing for the soul of Sir David Phillip in St. Mary's
church, Stamford. Richard was also bequeathed his father's title and interest in the Tabard Inn
at Stamford and 'in all other places which John Dycons left to be sung for by a priest in St.
Mary's church'.5 His best gown and two feather beds were also left to Richard, together with
the residue of his goods. To his son David, Cecil bequeathed two complete feather beds and
one other, a black gown of cloth lined with damask, a doublet of satin with a jacket, and his
green coat. His daughter Joan was to receive £20 upon marriage, with half the household stuff
at Dowsby.
Cecil asked to be buried in the parish church of St. George, Stamford. The exact date of
his death was for some time uncertain, but according to his grandson, William Cecil, Lord
Burghley, it took place in 1536, when Cecil was over 80.6 His eldest son Richard, his executor,
proved the will on 16 March 1541/2 .7 Probate may have been delayed because of a dispute
over land. Cecil's younger son David brought a suit in the Court of Requests against his
brother Richard, claiming that their father had bought lands in Stamford which should have
descended to him as customary heir.8 He also stated that, with his father, he had obtained a
60-years' lease of the manor of Tinwell in Rutland from the abbot of Peterborough, and that his
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brother had Craftily suppressed' the lease and obtained another. He described himself as a
poor man, undone by his brother's deeds. The suit was endorsed as dismissed on 14 March
1542.1 In the document submitted by Cecil's son David, it is stated that Cecil died 'about the
feast of the purification of our lady in the twenty-seventh year of your grace's reign'. This
dates Cecil's death close to 2 February 1536.
The manor of Burghley was purchased by David Cecil in 1526-28,2 providing the base for
the mansion to be built there by his grandson William, Lord Burghley, in the reign of
Elizabeth I.

Edward Decka and Elis Decka
Edward Decka's name is included in the lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery
of cloth for watching clothing dated 1 December 1508,3 8 November 1509,4 13 December 1510,5
8 January 1512,6 and 18 December 1514.7 He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the
Guard for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.8
Decka was one of the many yeomen of the Guard who served overseas. In May 1520 he
was given a loan of £4 which was to be repaid from his wages after his return from Calais and
Guisnes.9 This is an indication that he was one of the Guard of 200 which went to France for
the ceremonies connected with the signing of the treaty returning the city of Toumai to the
French, known as the Field of Cloth of Gold.
The only grant of offices which has been found for Decka was in February 1523, when he
was appointed forester of Sowerby and Sowerbyshire, and keeper of 'le Mote Hall' of
Wakefield, Yorkshire, for which he was paid l i d . a day and 6s. 8d. annually for a cloak as
forester, and 2d. a day as keeper.10 The patent for these offices was surrendered by Decka in
May 1531, when Sir George Lawson was appointed to succeed him.11
On 6 July 1524 Decka took a 21-years' lease of the herbage of Glyn park, in the lordship of
Holt, marches of Wales, at the annual rent of 56s. and 10s. 8d. increase.12
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It is not known where Decka's family originated, though it may have been in Wales. In
August 1535 one Decka, described as a Welshman and servant of Mr. Bruerton, was slain in
Ireland.1
Edward Decka may have been identical with, or related to, Elis Decka, the yeoman of the
Guard who petitioned the king complaining about the actions taken against him by Sir John
Shilston, under steward of the lordship of Bromefield in the marches of Wales, mentioned in
chapter 6.
No will or date of death has been found for Edward Decka, and nothing more is known
about Elis Decka.

Nicholas Downes
Nicholas Downes was a yeoman of the Chamber by 30 August 1490, when he was granted
the keepership of the manor of Swillington, Yorkshire, together with the offices of bailiff of the
town and lordship, and keeper of the park there, during the minority of the son and heir of
George Hopton.2 His name appears on the lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery of
cloth for watching clothing dated 27 November 14963 and 9 December 1502,4 and livery of
cloth for Elizabeth of York's funeral in 1503.5 By the date of the next available list, 1 December
1508,6 he had been appointed yeoman usher, and he received livery of black cloth as a yeoman
of the Guard for Henry VII's funeral in May 1509.7
On 3 June 1509 Downes was promoted to the office of sergeant at arms,8 and in that
capacity he attended the coronation of Henry VIII and Queen Katherine three weeks later, on
24 June.9 He was appointed bailiff of Nuneham Courtenay, Oxon., on 3 November 1509.10 In
February 1511 he was one of the sergeants at arms in attendance at the interment of Prince
Henry, son of Henry VIII.11
Nicholas Downes served as a captain in the middle ward of the army which went to
France in 1513, and received 'conduct7 money for his men to return to their homes from Dover
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after the campaign.1 His name is included among the sergeants at arms shown in lists of royal
household personnel dating from c.1523-6.2
Hall's account of the riots against aliens which spread through the city of London on the
eve of May Day 1517 records that Downes, who was with Sir Thomas More at St. Martin's, was
one of those injured during the disturbances.3
Downes died between 31 July 1529, when he made his will, and 3 August that year, when
the will was proved in the Commissary Court of London.4 In his will Downes described
himself as a sergeant at arms and asked to be buried at St. James Garlickhithe, with his first
wife Elizabeth. He bequeathed his best gown to his brother Geoffrey, his second gown to his
daughter's children, and a black velvet jacket to his daughter's husband. The residue of his
estate was left to his wife Anne. His executor was John Lytle, possibly the yeoman of the
Guard of that name.

Lawrence Eglisfeld
Lawrence Eglisfeld's father, Robert Eglisfeld, was the only son of William Eglesfeld of
Eglesfeld, co. Cumberland, by his wife, a daughter (unnamed in the pedigrees) of Sir Thomas
Broughton.5 Robert Eglesfeld married Jane or Janne, daughter of William Bewlew (according
to Harvey's pedigree of 1552),6 or William Benson (according to Flower's pedigree of 1563-4),7
of Cawdbeck. Besides Lawrence, Robert and Jane had a son called John. Lawrence and John,
together with their sister Johane, are in fact omitted in the three printed pedigrees of this
family, which were those prepared by Harvey in his Visitations of the North in 1552, pedigree
of John Eglesfeld of Lekenfeld,8 by Flower in his Visitation of Yorkshire of 1563 and 1564,9 and
by Flower and Glover in their Visitation of Yorkshire in 1575.10 The generation shown in these
pedigrees as children of Robert and Jane should be shown as their grandchildren, since they
are the children of Lawrence's brother John. The confusion no doubt arose from the fact that
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John's two sons were named John and Lawrence. These are mentioned in Lawrence Eglisfeld's
will of 1531,1 together with Margaret, Sybill and Mary, as children of his brother John. John
Eglisfeld was described in 1510 as being of Sutton upon Derwent, Yorkshire,2 and he may have
been the Sewer of the Chamber of that name. It was presumably his son John, Lawrence's
nephew, who appears in the pedigrees as married to Anne, daughter of Sir Robert Constable
of Flamborough,3 since Lawrence Eglisfeld mentions his sister-in-law Jane Eglisfeld in his will.
No evidence has been found that Lawrence himself ever married.
Lawrence Eglisfeld appears in a list of yeomen of the Chamber in December 1508,4 and in
the list for the following year.5 He also appears as a yeoman of the Guard receiving livery for
Henry VII's funeral in 1509.6

By the time of the next list available, a Chamber list for

December 1510,7 he is shown as a yeoman usher, in which capacity he is described in grants of
office dating from 1 February 1511.8 The first of these appointed him bailiff, during pleasure,
of the honor of Folkingham, Caythorpe, Westborough, Stupton, and Doddington Welbum,
Lincolnshire, which office was in the king's hands by the death of William, Viscount
Beaumont. On 5 July 1511 he was appointed, during pleasure, constable of the castle, and
feodary of the honor of Folkingham, Lincs.,9 and on 11 June 1513 he became bailiff of the
lordship of Sheriff Hutton, and keeper and paler of the park.10
Eglisfeld had been appointed clerk of the cheque to the Guard by 24 June 1513, when he
was described as such in a warrant to John Dawnce authorizing payment to him of £2,000 for
the Guard's wages.11 From December 1513 the name of Lawrence Eglisfeld appears frequently
in the accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber, receiving payments for wages of the yeomen
of the Chamber, for the carriage of the Guard's jackets, and for storing the latter, when the
number involved had become too large to keep within the palaces.12 In October 1514 he
signed a number of receipts for materials, scarlet, black velvet, green satin, white satin and
white fustian, and 18 caps for certain yeomen of the Guard who were to accompany the duke
of Suffolk on his embassy to Louis XII of France, in connection with the latter's marriage with
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Princess Mary.1 The scarlet is specifically mentioned in one of the warrants as being for coats
for certain yeomen of the Guard accompanying the duke of Suffolk.2 The sum of £4 was paid
for a wagon carrying the rich coats of the Guard from Calais to Paris and back, at a rate of 4s. a
day for 20 days.3 Eglisfeld's office in the Guard is also mentioned in a description of the Garter
ceremony which took place on 27 May 1519, when the Guard of 300 rode 'in rich coats of
scarlet set with spangles of silver and gilt', followed by Lawrence Eglisfeld, 'clerk of the cheque
of the Guard'.4
Several further grants were made to Eglisfeld. In March 1519 he received an annuity of
£8.13s.4d. out of the farm of the herbage and pannage of Sheriff Hutton Park. It was stated
that this grant was made because the patent of 11 June 1513 granting him the herbage and
pannage was invalid, as a patent of 6 May 1500 had granted the same to Sir Thomas Darcy,
knight of the body, at the same rent as previously paid by the then earl of Surrey or John
Dawny.5 Eglisfeld also received leases of the site of the manors of Sutton and Elvington,
Yorkshire, in April 1520, together with land in Elvington and the farm of the fishery of the
river Derwent for 21 years, at various annual rents;6 and in April 1521 the lease of a water-mill,
a messuage and land in Birdale and some other land and three closes in the lordship of Sheriff
Hutton, again for 21 years at various rents.7 He was granted the fee of the crown, 6d. a day, in
January 1527.8
In his will of 7 July 1531, proved on 1 October that year,9 Eglisfeld described himself as
'yeoman usher of the King's Chamber and clerk of the cheque of his most honourable guard',
and asked to be buried in Saint Stephen's church in Walbrook, on the south side near his sister
Johanne Herthill. He directed that there should be no pomp or pride at his burial. He made
provision for a priest to be paid £7 a year for twenty-one years to sing for his soul, for the souls
of his parents and friends, and for all Christian souls; and provided a sum of 8s. for an annual
obit for his soul, his father's and mother's souls, and all Christian souls, when 12d. was to be
spent on bread and ale for the priests and clerks, each priest was to receive 4d., the parish
priest lOd. and every churchwarden 6d., and the residue was to be given in the church to poor
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people. In addition, Eglisfeld left 8s. a year for the Corpus Christi mass 'as long as the parish
be content to keep it'.
As far as his chief bequests were concerned, Eglisfeld willed that the profits from the
leases he had taken of the king's surveyors for the lordships of Sutton and Elvington should be
paid to his executors until his nephew John Eglisfeld married, within three months of which
event the lease was to be delivered to his nephew together with stock to the value of £200. If
John were to die before marriage or had no male heirs, the leases and stock were to go to
John's brother Lawrence Eglisfeld within three months of his marriage. The will also mentions
purchased lands at Highgate, and in Laton in the bishopric of Durham, which similarly were
left to his nephew John Eglisfeld or in default of male heirs to his nephew Lawrence Eglisfeld.
In default of male heirs of either, the land at Highgate was to go to the next heirs of the blood,
and the land at Laton to the use of his three nieces, Sybil, Mary and Margaret Eglisfeld,
daughters of his brother John, to each of whom he also left a legacy of £65.13s. 4d. for their
marriage. His nephew Lawrence was to receive £200 at the age of 21.
Among other bequests were £50 each to Robert Miller, grocer, and his wife, £40 to Sir
William Driver, parson of Elvington 'for divers pains and labours that he have done for me',
£10 to William Atkinson at Sutton 'the which men say is my son', a gelding and the sum of £3.
6s. 8d. to his servant Christopher Thomihead, paid by annual instalments of 13s. 4d., a bow
and a young steer to John Davy and a bow to Richard Gilmin (who can both be identified as
yeomen of the Guard) and a bow to every yeoman usher who was a daily waiter. Richard
Foster, a fellow yeoman usher of the king's Chamber, was the overseer of the will and was also
left 'the best gelding that he will choose of any that I have' and 40s. in money. The executors
were named as Sir William Driver, parson of Elvington, Robert Miller, grocer, and John
Eglisfeld.

John and Bartholomew Flamank
John Flamank was the second son of Richard Flamank or Flamoke of Boscame, near
Bodmin, Cornwall, by his wife Jane, daughter and heir of Thomas Luccombe of Bodmin. The
family was settled in the neighbourhood of Bodmin, where it had been involved in local affairs
since the thirteenth century. John Flamank's father and grandfather had served as mayor of
Bodmin, to which office John himself was elected for 1524-5 and 1534-5.1 Upon the execution
of his elder brother Thomas for treason following the Cornish uprising of 1497,2 John Flamank
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became his father's heir.1

Another brother, Bartilmeux or Bartholomew, was also to be

appointed a yeoman of the Guard.2
It is not known when John Flamank was bom but it must have been by 1480, since the
earliest reference to him occurs as the writer of a letter sent to Henry VII c.1505-6 while in the
service of the deputy of Calais, Sir Richard Nanfan, who became his father-in-law.

This letter

reports comments made by Hugh Conway, treasurer at Calais, to which post he was appointed
in June 1504.4 Conway had cast some doubt on the succession of the young Prince Henry to
the throne in the event of Henry VII's early death, and had commented on the appointments
made by the lord chamberlain, Giles, Lord Daubeney. 'Look how strong he is in the king's
court of his household servants, for the greater part of the Guard are those that were the lord
chamberlain's servants ...'.5 This would appear to imply that Daubeney was strengthening his
position in the royal household for a sinister purpose.
Flamank was dismissed from his post in 1511 by Sir Gilbert Talbot for misconduct which
involved a 'fray' in the market in the time of Sir Richard Nanfan.6 Since Nanfan died in 1507,
this incident had taken place at least four years previously.

Nevertheless, in September 1511,

together with his brother Bartholomew, he was nominated for the next vacancy in the Guard.
Both were described as 'late soldiers at Calais' and the treasurer of the Chamber was ordered
to pay them wages of 6d. a day monthly pending their appointment to the Guard. The captain
of the Guard was commanded to give them immediately their oath as servants to the king/
This favourable treatment may possibly have been influenced by Wolsey, who had been at one
time chaplain to Sir Richard Nanfan and was an executor of his will.8

Both John and

Bartholomew Flamank appear on the list of yeomen of the Chamber dated 18 December 1514.9
By his wife Joyce, daughter of Sir Richard Nanfan, John Flamank had four sons, of whom
the elder, Gilbert, married Joan, daughter and coheir of Reginald Gayer of Liskeard, Cornwall,
by Alice, daughter of Edward Courtenay of Landrake, Cornwall. Gilbert Flamank had seven
sons and two daughters.10

1.
2.

Bindoff, ii, p.146.
E101/417/7, m.136; Wm. Page, ed., Letters of Denization and Acts of Naturalization for Aliens in England
1509-1603, The Publications of The Huguenot Society of London, 8 (Lymington, 1893), p.137.
3. LP Richard III and Henry VII, i, p.232; Bindoff, ii, p.146.
4. LP I i, 1804 (10).
5. LP Richard UI and Henry VII, i, p.232.
6. Bindoff, ii, p.146; LP I i, 791.
7. E101/417/7, m.136.
8. Wedgwood, Biographies, p.623.
9. E101/418/5, f.27.
10. Bindoff, ii, p.146.

-221-

It is presumed that John Flamank was elected to represent Bodmin in the parliament of
1512, since he was described as the senior member for the town in the 1515 parliament, for
which the king had requested that the previous members should again be chosen.1 He may
possibly have been returned also in 1523, for which parliament the names of the members for
Bodmin are lost.2 His son Gilbert represented the town in the 1529 parliament.3
During the years 1516-18, following his father's death c.1514, he was involved in disputes
concerning his inheritance, including a disagreement with the prior of Bodmin over lands on
Ruthen Moor.4 Both John and his brother Bartholomew were described as yeomen of the
Guard in January 1517, when they testified that William Johnson, late of Calais, a shoemaker
bom in Gelderland, had been sworn English on 11 March 1458.5
John Flamank saw service overseas again in 1520, when in May of that year he received
wages of 12d. a day for three months in advance from the treasurer of the Chamber.6 At this
time 200 of the yeomen of the Guard accompanied Henry VIII to the ceremony known as the
Field of Cloth of Gold, while another contingent was sent to Ireland to serve the deputy there.7
It is presumed that Flamank accompanied the king, since those in Ireland were likely to have
received wages from the under-treasurer there.
The military survey of 1522 shows that Flamank was assessed on goods of £20 in the
parish of Bodmin, and could supply harness for two men,8 while at St. Minver, in the same
hundred of Trigg, he was assessed at £2 on lands and tenements.9 He was a commissioner for
the collection of the subsidy in the hundred of Trigg, Cornwall, covering the years 1524-1527.10
In 1525 he was assessed for the subsidy on land worth £20 in the parish of Bodmin.11
John Flamank was a yeoman usher by c.1523-6,12 and was receiving the fee of the crown
of 6d. a day by 1529.13 No other information about him occurs until 2 September 1538, when
he was present at the interrogation of Thomas Lillick, master of the Clement of London which
had been sent by its owner to Ireland for fishing, with twenty crew. Lillick had bought from a
Ibid.
Ibid., p.147.
Ibid., p.146.
Ibid., p.147.
LP II ii, 3362; Page, p.137.
E36/216, f.90v.
LP m i, 704, 869, 669, 670; LP HI ii, 2102 and Appendix 15; J. S. Brewer and W. Bullen, eds., Calendar of
the Carew Manuscripts 1515-1574 (1867), pp.10 and 14.
8. T. L. Stoate, The Cornwall Military Survey 1522 (Bristol, 1987), p.80.
9. Ibid., p.88.
10. T. L. Stoate, Cornwall Subsidies in the Reign of Henry VIII (Bristol, 1985), p.153; LP El ii, 3282 (iii), p.1364;
LP TV i, 547, p.236.
11. Stoate, Cornwall Subsidies, p.92.
12. LP IV i, 1939 (8).
13. LP IV iii, 6072 (11) (third numbered 11).
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Flemish man-of-war at the Isle of Wight a carrier laden with goods which he had taken 'by
course of war'. The owner of the Clement, William Skarlott, had taken the goods into his ship
and sold some of the merchandise at Penryn, where the matter was reported by a Breton.1 The
outcome of the case is unknown.
On 18 March 1541 John Flamank was described as 'recently deceased'.2 His will has not
yet been located.
Less information is available concerning Bartholomew Flamank. In January 1516, together
with Walter Jagowe, another yeoman of the Guard, he was granted a licence to export 1,000
quarters of com.3 He was granted jointly with another yeoman of the Chamber a messuage
and land in Hele, by Lampford, near Lostwithiel, Cornwall, supposedly in February 1528,4 but
this may have been incorrectly dated, since his will of 25 January 1527 was proved on 5
February that year.5 This shows him to be of East Greenwich, Kent, and S t Mary Matfelon,
Middlesex.

He was ill when he made the will, which indicates that his wife Jane and his

children had already died, and that he wished to be buried in the parish church of St. Alphage,
East Greenwich. Among several bequests were a bow, a sheaf of arrows, and a black hunting
shaft to Lawrence Eglisfeld, clerk of the cheque to the Guard at that time; the base of his 'rich
coat' and the sleeves of the same, together with his best halberd, to Henry Page (possibly
another yeoman of the Guard); and three gold rings, one in the shape of a hart (or perhaps a
heart) to mistress Miller of Bucklersbury, and the other two to Elizabeth Bramston. He left his
brother John his best riding coat and appointed him supervisor of the will, his executors being
Philip Wild (no doubt the yeoman of the Guard of that name) and Hugh Bramston.

John Forde
John Forde was a former servant of Sir Giles Daubeney, and his introduction to court was
presumably through the latter's influence.6 Forde was probably already a member of the
Guard when he was granted the office of keeper of the park of Donyatt, Somerset, on 29
September 1485.7 A fresh patent for this office, dated 11 May 1486, showed wages of 4d. a day
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from the issues of the lordship of Donyatt and granted him the herbage of the park, for which
Forde was to pay 20s. yearly to the crown.1
On 25 October 1485 he was granted for life the fee of the crown of 6d. a day,2 for which,
together with his office at Donyatt, he received a saving in the Act of Resumption.3 The
payment of the crown fee seems to have caused some difficulty, as the king sent a directive to
his treasurer and chamberlains of the Exchequer on 8 November 1486, referring to the grant
made to Forde on 25 October the previous year and asking them to pay the annuity together
with all arrears.4

Some years later, an undated document of c.1508 signed by the lord

chamberlain, Sir Charles Somerset, ordered the lord treasurer, the earl of Surrey, in the king's
name, to pay the fee of the crown to John Forde, John Edwardes, Robert Walker and John
Whittington.5
In 1489 Forde was one of the 71 yeoman of the king's crown and Chamber to receive
russet cloth from the Great Wardrobe.6 He was also listed as a yeomen of the Chamber
entitled to receive livery of cloth for watching clothing in November 14967 and November
1509,8 and livery of black cloth for the funeral of Elizabeth of York in 1503.9 Chi the occasion of
Henry VH's funeral in May 1509 he received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard.10
Early in Henry VEI's reign Forde sued for a pardon, when he was described as John
Forde of Donyatt, Somerset, Richmond, Surrey, Greenwich, Kent, and London, yeoman or
gentleman.11 He surrendered his patent of 25 October 1485 in respect of the fee of the crown
on 23 April 1523, when the fee was granted to Edmund Wyke, another yeoman of the Guard.12
Probably he was the John Forde of Ilminster, Somerset, whose will of 31 March 1523 was
proved in June that year.13 If so, he left a widow, Johanne.
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George Geffron
On 11 June 1507 George Geffron was appointed to the office of king's searcher in the ports
of Exeter and Dartmouth, Devon, and in all adjacent ports and places.1 His patent allowed him
to serve the office by deputy, and granted him a moiety of all forfeitures taken by him or his
deputy, without making any payment to the king.2 It is not known when he became a member
of the Guard; the surname is still legible on a list of yeomen of the Chamber dated 27
November 1496,3 but the first name is no longer visible, and it is more likely to have been that
of John Geffron, who appears on several subsequent lists (see biography of John Geffron).
Early in Henry Vffl's reign he sued for a pardon, when he was described as George
Gefferon, Joffron or Jeffron of Ottery St. Mary, Devon, gentleman or searcher, late of London,
merchant, executor of Walter Keber.4
Geffron was paid wages of 8d. a day as a yeoman of the Guard in April 1514, for service
covering 55 days from 10 November 1513 to 5 January 1514, plus board wages of Is. 6d. a
week, totalling £2. 8s. 8d.5 The Household Book of Katharine, countess of Devon, shows that
in 1523/4 George Geffron of Ottery sent to her a present of ginger and marmalade, for
delivering which his servant was given a reward of 20d., or Is. 8d.6
At the 1524 subsidy Geffron was assessed on goods of £100 at Ottery St. Mary, Devon.
Nevertheless, in 1525 he was allowed a reduction of £26. 13s. 4d. on the assessed sum, this
being the amount of a loan to one Brian Hartewyll which 'to the assessors' knowledge' he
never recovered.8 The revised assessment was therefore on goods of £73, since only whole
pounds were taken into account.9
Geffron was the sole executor of his brother John's will, which was proved in November
1521.10

He himself survived until 1533, when his widow and executrix, Joan Geffron,

completed his accounts as collector of customs and subsidies on exports in the ports of Exeter
and Dartmouth.11
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John Geffron
It is reasonably certain that John Geffron was a yeoman of the Chamber by 1496, the
surname being still legible on a list of the yeomen receiving livery of cloth for watching
clothing in November that year.1 His name appears on most of the subsequent lists located,
still as a yeoman of the Chamber in December 15022 and in February 1503, on the occasion of
Elizabeth of York's funeral.3 He was a yeoman usher of the Chamber by 1 December 1508, the
date of the next available list,4 and appears in that capacity in lists for November 1509,5
December 15106 and February 1511, the latter relating to the interment of the infant Prince
Henry.7 He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry
VII in May 1509.8
On 4 May 1513 Geffron was granted, in fee, tenements of the annual value of £10, at an
annual rent of 4d., it being found by inquisition of 10 January that year that the tenements
concerned had been purchased in fee by 'Scotchmen' and 'strangers', contrary to law.9 Geffron
was promoted to the office of sergeant at arms for life on 13 May 1513, with a fee of 12d. a
day,10 his fee of 6d. a day as a yeoman of the crown then being granted to Roger Becke, another
yeoman of the Guard.11 In June 1513 Geffron was involved in ordnance for the king's army,
when he received a delivery of gunpowder from Sir Sampson Norton.12
The document showing fees and annuities paid to those in arms for the king's service,
calendared by the editors of Letters and Papers of the Reign of Henry VIII as dating from 1516,
shows John Geffron as a sergeant at arms appointed by Henry VII,13 which appears to be in
error. He is correctly shown as a yeoman of the crown in 'A Declaration made to King Henry
VIII by Sir John Cutte, Under Treasurer of the Exchequer, of all Fees, Wages and Annuities
paid at the Exchequer 24 Henry VII'.14 His name appears as a sergeant at arms in undated lists
of the king's servants in wages.15
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In his will dated 20 June 1517, John Geffron described himself as sergeant at arms with
King Henry VIII, and 'with whole mind and memory'.1 He asked to be buried in the north
aisle of the church of the monastery of Westminster 'with the licence of the Lord Abbot of the
same place and his officers if it shall fortune me in Westminster to die'. The main beneficiary
and sole executor of the will was his brother George Geffron, who was bequeathed 'all my
lands and tenements in Canterbury, Kent, which lands given were by our sovereign lord king
Henry VHT, as well as other possessions both moveable and unmoveable. The mace which he
had as a sergeant at arms was also bequeathed to his brother George. If his brother were to die
without lawful heirs, he willed that his lands in Canterbury should descend to his own son
William and his lawful heirs, and in default of any such heirs, to 'our sovereign Lord the king'.
Possibly his son was under age at the time the will was made.

Probate was granted at

Lambeth on 15 November 1521.

Andrew and John Greenhill
Andrew Greenhill was a yeoman of the Guard when appointed bailiff of the lordship of
Redmarley, Worcestershire, and keeper of the park there, on 1 June 1508.

His name is

included on the lists of yeomen of the Chamber for December 1508,3 November 1509,4 and
December 1510,5 and he received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for Henry
VII's funeral in May 1509.6
On 4 March 1521 Greenhill was described as 'of Cheltenham, Gloucestershire' when
granted the lease of a tenement called Beryhouse on the east part of Hasildeyn, and a water
mill called Bery mill, in the lordship of Redmarley Dabitot, Worcestershire, late of the earl of
Warwick, for 21 years, at a rent of 40s.7 He was dead by 1 October 1535, when the offices he
had held in the lordship of Redmarley were granted to the queen's physician, Richard Bartlat.8
His will of 12 September 1535 was proved in theConsistory Court of the Bishop of Worcester.9
Greenhill did not describe himself in thewill, stating that he was 'sick and diseased in body'
but 'in whole mind and perfect remembrance'. He requested burial in Cheltenham church,
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giving 8d. to the high altar and 3s. 4d. to each of the five principal lights. To his son John,
Greenhill bequeathed £5 in money, two feather beds with bedding, his best horse and all his
clothes except his coats.

His daughter Anne was bequeathed a hundred marks in ready

money, half his household goods in Redmarley except the plate, one piece of silver, and twelve
cattle of three years of age. If his daughter should die before her marriage, these were to
remain to his wife. Greenhill left his mother 40s. and a gown lined with fur, and the residue to
his wife.
After his death his widow, Anne Greenhill, was in January 1536 granted the lease of
Beryhouse and Bery mill, with fields and pastures adjacent, for 21 years at the annual rent of £4
and 12d. increase, on surrender of her husband's lease.1 The following month, on 12 February
1536, Andrew Greenhill's son John was granted the lease of a water mill in Redmarley Dabitot
for 21 years at an annual rent of 30s. and 12d. increase.2
John Greenhill was a yeoman of the Guard when he received the reversion of his father's
former grant, held then by Richard Bartlat, of the offices of bailiff and park-keeper of
Redmarley lordship, on 1 March 1540.3
Most of the available information on John Greenhill comes from his will, which was made
on 20 October 1549 and proved nine days later.4
In this will he described himself as yeoman of the king's honourable Majesty's Chamber.
His mother Anne Greenhill, widow, was one of the twelve people to whom he bequeathed a
ring of gold worth 13s. 4d. Other bequests included sums of money totalling over £26, a grey
colt to Sir Anthony Kingston, a grey mare to John Piers, clerk of the cheque to the Guard at the
time, and a Venice lute to Mr. Heywood of the King's Bench. The residue of all his property
was bequeathed to Thomas Medgate, a fellow yeoman of the Chamber, who was his sole
executor. The only relatives named besides his mother were his sisters and their husbands.
Possibly Andrew and John Greenhill were related to the John Greenhill who died some
time before 17 March 1513, when Nicholas Hyde, a sewer of the Chamber, was granted the
corrody in the monastery of Gloucester formerly enjoyed by John Greenhill.5
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Thomas Greenway
The earliest reference found for Thomas Greenway is in a list of

Chamber personnel of

November 1496, where he is shown as a yeoman usher.1 He appears in the same capacity in a
list of those receiving livery of cloth for the funeral of Elizabeth of York in 1503,2 and in the
Chamber list of December 1508.3 For the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509 he received livery
of cloth as a yeoman of the Guard.4
Together with a fellow yeoman usher, Oliver Turner, Greenway was paid the sum of 16s.
8d. in June 1502 by the treasurer of the Chamber for '5 days riding about thieves',5 indicating
that they were involved in taking into custody men accused, and possibly convicted, of theft.
Thomas Greenway had evidently fought at the Battle of Blackheath in 1497, since on 15
August that year he received a grant, during pleasure, of two tenements in the parish of St.
Nicholas Fleshshambles in the city of London, forfeited by Ralph Newenham, yeoman of the
crown, for his absence from die king's last victorious field.6 On 27 May 1499 Greenway was
granted, for life, four messuages and two shops in Church Alley in the parish of St. Nicholas at
the Shambles, in Farringdon ward, on surrender of letters patent dated 29 November 1486 to
Ralph Newenham, together with two pieces of land, in the parish of St. Sepulchre, West
Smithfield, and the parish of St. Andrew, Holbom, also formerly held by Ralph Newenham.7
A fresh patent in respect of this property was granted to Greenway by Henry VIII on 16
February 1514.8
In addition to these grants, Greenway was appointed to the office of bailiff of the
lordships of Aston Clinton and Wendover, on 26 October 1503,9 receiving confirmation of the
position in a patent from Henry VIII of 23 August 1509.10 On 3 November 1509 Greenway was
appointed to the office of a sergeant at arms, with a fee of 12d. a day.11 Possibly he had been
nominated for this position some months earlier, since he is shown as a sergeant at arms
appointed by Henry VII in a list drawn up in about 1516.12
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Thomas Greenway was probably from Buckinghamshire. He resided in the county and
served on the commission of the peace in November 1512,1 October 15142 and December
1536.3

His name appears on a list of JPs for June 1539,4 but in fact he died before 24

September 1538, when his will was proved.5 He was one of the commissioners appointed to
collect the subsidy in Buckinghamshire in August 15236 and in 1524.7 It is likely that he was
n

the Thomas Greenway at some time escheator for Bedfordshire and Buckinghamshire.
In May 1522 Greenway took a 21-years' lease of the lordships of Singleborough and
Amersham Woodrow, the demesne lands of Buckland, Buckinghamshire, with land in
Buckland called 'Dycons', at a rent of £25.19s. Old. and 10s. increase.9 He surrendered his
patent for this lease in June 1535 in order to obtain a fresh lease of similar term to include his
son Richard (who was a gentleman usher), when the annual rent was shown as £26. 9s. Old.,
with 40d. increase.10 Formerly, these lands had been part of the earl of Warwick's lands.11
Information regarding Thomas Greenway's property and appointments is set out in the
Muster Certificate Book for Buckinghamshire of 1522,12 a rare survival of this type of document.
This shows that he resided at Moreton Farm in Dinton,13 since an assessment is shown for
goods as well as land there.14 Ten other people at the same place were also assessed on goods,
though the amount for Greenway far exceeds any of these. The assessments were made on
owners, not tenants or lessees, and the assessments on land, offices, annuities, etc., were based
on net income after taking into account deductions for rents, fees and services15 (see table
below16).
In the subsidy which followed, in 1523/5, Greenway was assessed at £20 on lands in
Dinton.17 The rates used for assessment were 2s. in the pound on the yearly value of land, and
on goods of the value of £20 or more, and Is. on goods worth from £2 to £20. For those whose
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Lands
Moreton Farm in Dinton (where the
Bishop of Winchester was lord)

Fee

£82

£100

Cuddington (where Thomas Greenway
was steward)

13s 4d

Haddenham

£1* 6.8

Princes Risborough

£2.10.0

Great Kimble

£ 1.6.8

The Forens of Wendover (manor)

Goods

13.4

Monks Risborough

£ 3.6.8

Oving

13.4

Long Crendon

8

Chearsley

£1.18.0

Hogston

13.4

Singleborough in Great Horwood

£1.0.0

goods were valued at less than £2, or who received wages to an annual value of £1, the rate
was 8d. in the pound.1 Although the Subsidy Act of April 1523 had fixed the date for the first
instalment at February 1524, Wolsey was so pressed for money that he required those
individuals worth £40 a year and above to pay their first instalment by November 1523. This
was known as the 'anticipation'. The Act provided that in cases where a person was assessed
in two places, the larger of the two values should be accepted and the other excused; and that
no person should be taxed on both lands and goods. As tax on goods usually produced more
than tax on land, the majority of assessments in Buckinghamshire were on the former.

In

Thomas Greenway's case, however, the tax was on land. He was among the 124 persons in the
county who had been required to pay the 'anticipation', since he had lands or goods to the
value of £40. Nevertheless, he was also one of the people who successfully appealed against
the assessment in respect of his goods, which had been given as £100. A note in the margin of
the manuscript, added after appeals had been presented at Aylesbury, quotes a figure of £35.3
As already mentioned, Thomas Greenway had died by September 1538. He made his will
on 1 April that year and asked to be buried in the chancel of Dinton church.4 He bequeathed
£40 to his son Richard, 40s. to his daughter Winifred and 20 nobles to his daughter Bridget.
1.
2.
3.

4.

Ibid., p.xii.
Ibid., pp.xiii-xiv.
Ibid., p.94.
PRO PROB 11 /27 (20 Dyngeley).
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Other bequests were 20s. each to his servants Inglosby and Edward; 5s. each to two maid
servants, and a lamb to his servant Elizabeth Esgo. The residue was left to his wife Elizabeth,
who was named as executrix. The overseers of the will were Roger Lee and Francis Lee, and
among the witnesses were his son Richard Greenway, Morgan Johns, vicar, and Thomas
Inglosby.1 A brass at the west end of the south aisle in Dinton church shows him in armour,
together with his wife Elizabeth, who died in 1539, and three daughters.2 His son and heir,
Richard Greenway, who died in 1551, is also commemorated on a brass, together with his wife
Joan, daughter of John Tilney of Leckhamstead.3 At Richard Greenway's death his son and
heir, Anthony, was only four years old,4 and Sir Richard Blount, a gentleman of the Privy
Chamber, was granted his custody and marriage.5

John Gilmin
John Gilmin, yeoman of the Guard and of the Chamber, is not to be confused with his
namesake who was yeoman of the king's buttery and had died by December 1514, when his
offices in Leicestershire and Huntingdonshire were granted to Oliver Holland, yeoman usher
of the Chamber with the queen consort.6 The yeoman of the Guard had a son also named
John, who became an usher of the Chamber.7 This son may have been the John Gilman
described as an usher at Queen Anne Boleyn's coronation feast in 1533,8 and usher of the hall
in October 1534.9 From the 1540s a John Gilmin appears as sergeant of the king's woodyard,10
but it is not possible to be sure that this is the same person as the usher.
There are thus at least three people called John Gilmin who had some connection with the
royal household in the first four decades of the sixteenth century. By looking at details of
grants to these people, and noting dates of death, it is possible to identify the yeoman of the
Guard under discussion, who died in 1528.11 It should be noted that the biographer of the
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John Gilmin who was M.P. for Bramber, Sussex, in 1545 has assumed that these three (or four)
people of the same name were one individual.1
Unfortunately, it is not possible to state the name of John Gilmin's father or the place of
the family's residence.

A. W. Gillman, who researched the family name, came to the

conclusion that it was doubtful whether the father or son mentioned above could be identified
with the John Gilman 'Gentleman Harbenger' of Queen Mary's reign, whose will was proved
in June 1558, and who appears in a pedigree of Henry Gilman taken at the 1574 Herald's
Visitation of Kent.2 This conclusion is correct since, as stated above, the elder John died in
1528, and the gentleman harbenger's father is shown as Richard, in which case it could not be
the younger John either.
A fanciful pedigree extending back to antiquity is given in the Gillman book, which is
criticised in The Genealogist by Walter Rye.3 Although earlier Gilmyns can be identified,
notably in Surrey, Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire,4 no satisfactory conclusions can be
drawn about the ancestry of this particular branch of the family.
Possibly there was a tradition of royal service in the family. A John Gilemyn was King's
Marshal at Bristol in 12615 and, coming closer to the period concerned, in 1473 Edward IV's
mother Cecily, duchess of York, had granted for life die office of keeper of her park and chace
of Southfrith to her servants Richard Gilmin, esquire, sergeant at arms, and John Gilmin,
yeoman of her Chamber.6 While no information is available about the former, it is possible
that the latter was the 'John Gilmin footman to our dearest wife the Queen' mentioned in the
accounts of the treasurer of the Chamber in July 1497,7 since Henry VII's queen, Elizabeth of
York, was granddaughter of Cecily, duchess of York. In addition, a Thomas Gilmin received
livery as a yeoman of 'my lord prince's household', for the funeral of Elizabeth of York in
1503.8 The same name appears on a list of yeomen of the Chamber of December 1514,9 and as
a yeoman of the Chamber receiving 4d. a day in 1545.10 Again, there may have been two or
more people of this name in royal service. A Thomas Gilmin who was appointed escheator in
Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire in November 148711 and was described as of St. Neots,
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
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Hunts., alias of Eltisley, co. Cambridge, late escheator in co. Cambridge in July 1500,1 may
have been the Thomas Gilmin of St. Neots who died in 1508, for whom Thomas Lynde,
yeoman of the crown, was an executor.2 The overseer of the will was 'Henry Walker of
London', and this is a name which also occurs as a yeoman of the crown.3 These may be either
personal relationships or may point to a connection through service at court, although there is
no evidence that the Thomas Gilmin concerned was in royal service other than as an escheator,
and his description is merely as gentleman.4 His will mentions his father Thomas and names
Robert Gilmin, father and son, without stating a relationship.5 It seems most likely, therefore,
that the Thomas Gilmin who died in 1508 was related to the Thomas Gilmin who was a
yeoman of the Chamber.
John Gilmin, yeoman of the Guard, was described as yeoman of the crown when
appointed to the office of keeper of Bristol castle in February 1509.6 He received livery of black
cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509,7 and sued for a
pardon as John Gilmyn or Gilmin of Bristol on the accession of Henry VIII.8 On 26 April 1515
a fresh patent granted the keepership of Bristol castle to John Gilmin and John Williams,
yeomen of the Guard, in survivorship.9 This new patent also included the office of doorward
of the castle, with 2d. a day, and 3d. a day plus id . a night for the wages of two watchmen.10
Upon the death of John Williams both these offices were granted to John Gilmin and his son
John, usher of the Chamber, in survivorship, on 27 June 1524.11
Meanwhile, on 17 October 1514, John Gilmin (the elder) was appointed marshal of the
king's minstrels, with wages of 41 d. a day and a fee of 10 marks a year.12 As this position is
actually mentioned in the patent of June 1524, it is quite certain that this is the same man.13 In
January 1520 an 'inspeximus' in favour of John Gilmin and seven others of a patent dated 24
April 1469 licensed the king's minstrels to continue and augment the guild which they had
founded in St. Paul's, London.14 It appears that Gilmin had also held the appointment as
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marshal or sergeant of the king's minstrels in the previous reign, since a list of fees and
annuities paid by the king, granted by Henry VII, includes him in this capacity.1 The same
fee, £53. 6s. 8d. for John Gilmin and seven other minstrels, appears in a list 'servants of the king
with their yearly wages'.2
Gilmin's will of 20 May 1513 was proved at Bristol on 7 March 1528.3 He described
himself as a yeoman of the crown and appointed his wife Elizabeth as his sole executrix,
bequeathing her the rents from two properties for life, as well as the residue of all his goods.
Two sons are mentioned in the will, John and Richard, and Gilmin left directions that all such
goods as remained at the death of his wife were to go to 'her children and mine and to none
other'. The John Gilmin, yeoman usher of the Hall, who was appointed bailiff of the hundred
of Powder, Cornwall, in October 1534 was probably the son of the yeoman of the Guard,4 and
it seems likely also that his son Richard Gilmin was the yeoman of the Guard of that name.
The person named John Gilmin who was sergeant of the king's woodyard may also have
been the harbinger to Queen Mary, and it seems most likely that the latter was the M.P. who
sat for Bramber, Sussex, in 1545. As mentioned earlier, the 'gentleman harbinger' appears in a
Kent pedigree of 1574,5 which gives his father's name as Richard Gilman. He also heads a
pedigree from Vincent's Hertfordshire, where he is shown as 'John Guilemyn alias Gylemin of
Troyle in Anglesey in Wales, and then gentleman Harbinger to the Queen's Majesty. Anno
primo Mariae'.6 This pedigree shows that he married three times, his second wife being Susan
Homebolt of Gaunt in Flanders, a lady in waiting to Anne of Cleves. The sergeant of the
king's woodyard also had a wife named Susan in the early 1540s.7 This is insufficient evidence
that the two were identical, of course, and more research would be needed to establish Bus
fact.
Assessments for the lay subsidy in the royal household include the name of John Gilmin
in 1523-4,8 1534-5,9 1540-1,10 1542-4,11 1545-6,12 and 1546-7.13 Of these, the first assessment, of
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4d., is likely to have related to the son of the yeoman of the Guard, as it was listed under the
Hall, and was for wages only. The rest of the assessments were made after the yeoman's death.
The John Gilmin listed as a yeoman of the Chamber receiving 4d. a day in 15451 may also
relate to Gilmin's son John, but this again would require further research.

Richard Gilmin
It seems very likely that Richard Gilmin was the younger son of John Gilmin, yeoman of
the Guard, and perhaps was related to Richard Gilmin, sergeant at arms and servant of
Edward IV's mother, Cecily, duchess of York.2 John Gilmin, described as yeoman of the
Chamber to the duchess of York in 1473,3 was probably also from the same family. The
surname occurs in the counties of Cambridge, Huntingdon and, more notably, in Surrey,
particularly in Burstow, where a Richard and Thomas Gilmin were parties to a fine in 1445-6 as
to land there,4 and a Thomas Gilmine had a quit-claim of land in 1469.5 A Henry Gilmin was
of Burstow, Surrey, in 1497.6
Richard Gilmin, yeoman of the Guard, was included in the 1539 muster for the hundred
of Reigate, Surrey.7 He was married to Johanna, second daughter of John Cooper of Lingfield,
Surrey, by his wife Elizabeth, daughter of John Skinner of Reigate, Surrey, and Havering atte
Bower, Essex.8 Richard had three sons, John, James and Anthony, and two daughters, Johanna
and Catherine.9 He was probably the Richard Gilmin who was paid 6s. Od. by the treasurer of
tiie Chamber in July 1529 for 'riding sundry times for six days',10 presumably upon the king's
business. In 1531 he was bequeathed a bow by Lawrence Eglisfeld, clerk of the cheque to the
Guard, whose will of 7 July was proved on 1 October that year.11 Richard Gilmin was one of
the yeomen appointed to attend upon Queen Anne Boleyn at her coronation in June 1533.12
There were at least three other people of the same name who should not be confused with
the yeoman of the Guard. Both the father and brother of John Gilman, gentleman harbinger,
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1

9

were called Richard/ and a husbandman of Horsley, Gloucestershire, who died in 1538, was
another. It may have been the yeoman of the Guard who was granted the lease of a pasture in
the lordship of Slimbridge, Gloucestershire, for 21 years in March 1523.3 Another Richard
Gilmin, of Boston, was described as a singing man.4
The yeoman of the Guard was granted the fee of the crown of 6d. a day for life on 3
December 1537,5 'in consideration of true and faithful service'.6 He was mentioned in a letter
from John Husee to Lord Lisle in July 1536, 'I shall speak to Gilmin of the Guard to follow
Wading's suit as you desire'.7 Following the dissolution of Merton priory, Richard Gilmin of
the Guard was granted the lands of a farm called Landshott in Horley and Home in February
1538.8 In the subsidy for the royal household in 1542-4 he was assessed 18s. 3d. on wages of
£18.5s. Od.9
According to A. W. Gillman, Richard Gilmin retired to Reigate, the place of residence of
his wife's family, and died there in the latter part of 1558.10 His will of 3 August 1558, which
indicated that he was ill, was proved on 17 December that year.11 He left legacies to his wife
'Julyan', (perhaps his second wife, as the pedigree shows his wife as Johanna, though this
could be an error), and to his sons James and Anthony.

Anthony Hansard
Anthony Hansard was a yeoman usher of the Chamber by 1503, when he was in
attendance at the funeral of Queen Elizabeth of York.12 He received livery of black cloth as a
yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.13
On 24 August 1509 Hansard was described as yeoman usher of the Chamber when he
was appointed 'during pleasure as heretofore' general receiver of the lands formerly belonging
to Lord Welles and Lady Cecilia, deceased.14 The same patent granted him three more offices,
as follow:-
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bailiff of the lordships of Cumberworth and Trusthorpe; receiver of
all lands in the hands of the late king by the minority of wards in
Lincolnshire; keeper of the park and place of Hellowe, Lincolnshire.1
It is likely that Hansard belonged to the well-known family of that name in Lincolnshire.
The namesake who sued for a pardon early in the reign of Henry VIII was described as
Anthony Hansard of Whittingham, Suffolk,2 and it is probable that he was the son of Sir
Q
Thomas Hansard of Ludborough, Lincolnshire, and afterwards of Whittingham, Suffolk. This
may be the man who is commemorated with his wife Katherine by a brass in the church of
March, Cambridgeshire, dating from 1517.4 A household servant of Wolsey's also named
Anthony Hansard was sent to bring order to the earl of Oxford's household, and he was
assessed for tax of £6.13s. 4d. for the subsidy of 1523,5 but it has not been possible to identify
him with the yeoman of the Guard.
On 4 April 1511 William Hansard of Kelsey and Anthony Hansard of Hallow ,
Lincolnshire, were named as sureties for the escheator of the county.6 Since the yeoman of the
Guard was keeper of Hallow it is clear that he was the person concerned, and that William
Hansard was probably a relative. It would have been difficult to identify him with Anthony
Hansard of Intwode, Norfolk, alias of London, alias of Owersby, Lincolnshire, were it not for
the fact that this description occurs in a document of 18 October 1514 granting him pardon and
release as receiver of the possessions of Cicely, late viscountess Welles.

The reference to

Owersby may point to a relationship to the John Hansard of Beverley, Yorkshire, and Owersby,
Lincolnshire, who was a pardoner early in Henry VIII's reign.

Q

Hansard entered into an obligation, together with one Robert Southwell, for the ward of
Simon Sampson, on 1 April 1511,9 and three years later, on 1 April 1514, he took an obligation
to levy a fine on his lands in Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire.10 In September 1514 he was still
dealing with revenue from the lands of the late viscountess Welles,11 and he was in debt to the
king in November of that year,12 and in November 1523,13 probably arising from this activity.
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It is assumed that he was the Anthony Hansard on the commission for collection of the
subsidy in the Isle of Ely in November 1523,1 in the same month being pricked as sheriff for
0%

o

the counties of Cambridge and Huntingdon, in which office he served again in 1529/30.
He was a commissioner of the peace for Cambridgeshire in February and May 1525.4
Since the yeoman of the Guard was bailiff of Trusthorpe, he may have been the testator of
August 1533 who bequeathed his best gown, doublet and jacket to his brother Robert Hansard,
parson of Trusthorpe, together with £30 to pray for his soul.5 The will, proved in 1534, shows
him to be of March, Cambridgeshire, like his namesake commemorated on the brass of 1517.6
This Anthony Hansard left the residue of his lands and goods at the disposition of his wife
Alice and f a s t e r Lewson', his executors, making no reference to any children. It seems likely
that this was the widow named Alice Hansard who took a 68 years' lease from Ramsey abbey
of the manor house and lands of Houghton cum Wyton, Huntingdonshire, in 1535.7 The
manor of Russhebyes, in the parish of Abbots Ripton, Huntingdon, had been purchased by
Anthony Hansard in 1529, but conveyed to one Oliver Leder at an unknown date, since the
latter sold the property in 1535.8 In the absence of any firm evidence it can only be assumed
that the yeoman of the Guard was the testator of 1533, whose will was proved in the following
year.

Thomas Hawkins
Thomas Hawkins of Nash, Boughton under the Blean, Kent, came from a family settled in
the county since Richard ITs time.9 He was a yeoman of the Guard by 29 December 1536,
when he was granted, in fee simple, two messuages and two gardens in the parish of St. Paul
outside the walls of Canterbury.10 Hawkins obtained a licence to alienate this property to one
John Twyne and his heirs on 26 April 1539.11 The fee of the crown of 6d. a day was granted to
him on 9 December 1537, vice Anthony Saunders of the Guard, deceased.12 On 15 April 1538 he
was awarded an annuity of £10 in survivorship with Robert Gibbes, also of the Guard, funded
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by the payment due from the abbot and convent of Welbeck, Nottinghamshire, for the farm of
the mills of Retford.1
Hawkins received a lease for 21 years of Hemhill rectory, Kent, formerly the possession of
Faversham abbey, on 13 July 1544, together with tithes of Denley marsh there and lands called
le Beche in Hemhill, which belonged to Thomas, late earl of Essex.2
According to Hasted, Hawkins died in 1588 at the age of 101, and was buried with his
wife in the north chancel of the church at Boughton under the Blean.3

On a tomb of

Bethersden marble his figure in brass was depicted, with an inscription stating that he served
King Henry VIII, which won him fame, and that he was 'high of stature, his body long and
strong, excelling all that lived in his age'.

Baldwin Heath
The earliest reference found for Baldwin Heath appears in the accounts of Thomas Stokes,
a teller of the Exchequer, covering September to November 1497, which show a payment of 4s.
to Heath, listed with other personnel of the royal household, for expenses incurred during the
Cornish uprising against taxation.4 Heath was almost certainly from Warwickshire, where he
held land in Wootton in the hundred of Kingsbury5 and in Castle Bromwich.6 His name is
included in the lists of yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of black cloth for the funeral of
Henry VII in May 1509.7
Heath's name appears in an account of receipts by John Heron, treasurer of the Chamber,
as bailiff of Solihull in 1508,8 but the date of his appointment is not known. The only grant of
office which has been found for Heath is dated 12 December 1519, when he was appointed
surveyor of the king's stallions and studs in the counties of Warwickshire and Worcestershire.9
This grant authorised him to appoint three servants, each to be paid 2d. a day, to attend the
horses and break in their foals, and a smith to administer medicines, to be paid 40s. a year.
Heath himself was to receive 4d. a day and certain pastures.10 By the same patent he was
appointed keeper of the stables in the manor of Upton, Worcestershire, and of the lodge and
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0
colthouse in Budbrcjke, Warwicks.; and granted 100s. for m ow ing and 23s. 4d. for forage,
collars, shoeing, etc., for each of three stallions; and the sam e am ount for every foal broken in.1
H eath evidently enclosed 24 acres of his land in W ootton in 1498 or 1499, which was
reported in the inquisition on enclosures carried out in 1517/18.2 At the tim e he was lord of
o

the m anor of Forde Hall in Aspley, which was then in the parish of W ootton Wawen.

This

property passed to his daughter Jane (or Joan, or Johanna),4 wife of John Fullwood, and
afterw ards descended to their son John and grandson of the same nam e, rem aining in the
family until at least 1653.5
A t a date between 1504 and 1515 Heath petitioned W illiam W arham , archbishop of
C anterbury and chancellor of England, for redress in a case of detention of deeds relating to
property and land which he had purchased in Castle Bromwich.6

In the petition Heath

described himself as 'yeom an of the crow n to the king our sovereign lord'.7
The date of H eath's death is unknow n, but his will dated 4 April 1526 was proved that
year in the Consistory C ourt of the bishop of Worcester.8 This shows that H eath was ill w hen
the will w as m ade. He requested burial in the church of St. M ary M agdalene of Toneworth,
providing for various sum s of m oney to several churches in the area. After bequeathing to
Elizabeth Bentforth, his daughter, ten kine and heffers he left to his wife Agnes all his lands,
farms and goods, and m ade her his sole executrix. The overseers included John Fullwood, his
son-in-law.
The nam e of Thomas H ethe is included in the list of yeomen of the G uard receiving livery
of black cloth for H enry VII's funeral in 1509,9 and he m ay possibly have been a relative, but
nothing m ore is know n about him.
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Edmond Huntwade
Edmond Huntwade received livery of "watching clothing" as a yeoman of the Chamber in
November 14961 and December 1502.2
He was appointed to the office of escheator for the counties of Northampton and Rutland
on 6 November 1489,3 and was serving in this capacity in 1490.4 On 30 October 1498, he
received pardon and release of all matters relating to the office of escheator in Northampton
and Rutland.5 In February 1492 Huntwade was one of the commissioners for the same two
counties charged with making provision for horses, labourers and carters for transporting the
king"s ordnance.6
Described as a yeoman of the crown, Edmond Huntwade was appointed keeper of the
gaol in Northampton castle on 12 February 1493;7 a fresh patent of 24 January 1494 granted
him the office of porter and keeper of the gaol, with fees from the revenues of the county of
Northampton which had been usual in the times of Edward in and Richard II.8
Although already a yeoman of the crown by 1493, he did not receive the fee of the crown
until November 1495, when he was granted 6d. a day for life from the previous Michaelmas on
surrender of a patent by Nicholas Dounton.9 In October 1497 Huntwade was paid jointly with
John Amyas the sum of 5s. 4d. for costs involved in riding to Dartmouth.10 This was probably
in connection with the activities of the Cornish rebels earlier in the year, since the Exchequer
accounts for September to November 1497 include a payment of 3s. 4d. to Huntwade for
expenses incurred during the disturbances of the Cornish uprising.11 Huntwade is listed as a
yeoman of the Guard receiving livery of cloth for the funeral of Henry VII in 1509.12
At the trial of Sir Richard Empson in Northampton castle in August 1509, Huntwade was
a member of the petty jury which brought in a verdict of guilty and stated that Empson
possessed lands and money in the county.13
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Nothing more is heard of Huntwade until 1514, when in January his name is included in a
warrant for cloth of tawney medley for the daily waiters at the Tower of London.1 In February
of the same year a gentleman usher of the queen's Chamber, Roger Raddiff, was granted
keeperships of certain areas in Rockingham forest which had been previously held by Edmond
Huntwade.2 It is not known when Huntwade was appointed to these offices.
Edmond Huntwade appears in a list of Tees and Annuities paid by the King7 as a yeoman
of the crown by grant of Henry VII.3 On 23 July 1517, a Thomas Huntwade was appointed a
yeoman of the crown with 6d. a day, on surrender of the patent of 26 November 1495 by
Edmond Huntwade.4

Thomas was probably Edmond's son.

In March 1542 Thomas

Huntwade, yeoman of the crown, and George Escott, yeoman of the Guard, were granted in
survivorship the place of one of the 24 yeomen of the crown receiving 6d. a day for life, on
surrender of the patent of 23 July 1517 to Thomas alone.5 As no further mention of Edmond
Huntwade can be traced after 1517, it is probable that he died within the year, or soon after.

Edward Ingham
Edward Ingham is listed as a yeoman of the Chamber receiving livery of cloth for the
funeral of Elizabeth of York in 15036 and appears in the Chamber lists of 1508,7 1509,8 1510,9
1512,10 and 1514.11 He also received livery of cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of
Henry VII in 150912 and for the interment of the infant Prince Henry in 1511,13 and appears as
a yeoman usher in various copies of lists of Chamber personnel.14 Early in 1513 he was paid
26s. 8d. for riding to Sandwich and Dover to 'warn the wafters' in connection with the hiring of
ships.15 As a yeoman of the Guard he received wages at 12d. a day for three months in
advance in May 1520,16 doubtless in preparation for the forthcoming celebrations taking place
at the Field of Cloth of Gold.
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In July 1523 Ingham was appointed to an office in the duchy of Lancaster, becoming
bailiff of the Savoy manor.1 This appointment went to John Lane, another yeoman usher of the
Chamber, in February 1537.2 Ingham was granted, in reversion, the fee of the crown of 6d. a
day held by William Standon, on 10 June 1528.3
Together with his wife Cecily, Ingham took a lease from the abbot, prior and convent of
Westminster of a building with a shop and tenements in King Street, Westminster, on 24
October 1528.4 The lease was for 35 years, at an annual rent of £4.16s. 8d. The rents for the
individual parts of the property are shown in the sacrist's accounts for 1528:For a tenement called the Rose
For another tenement annexed
For another tenement belonging to the Rose

£2.13s. 4d.
1.13s. 4d.
10s. Od.

totalling £4.16s. 8d.5 A detailed valuation of the property shows that the tenement called The
Rose, in Ingham's own holding, was valued at £4, while the two other tenements, sub-let by
Ingham, were given as £1.13s. 4d. and 13s. 4d. respectively.6 The valuation may have been
compiled for the king, since in September 1531 he bought out the leaseholders of various
properties in the area, in preparation for the extension of Whitehall palace.7
Ingham made his will on 9 October 15348 and died shortly afterwards. He described
himself as Edward Ingham of the town of Westminster, and asked to be buried in St.
Margaret's church, at the choir door.

His wife Cecily and son-in-law Thomas Ewer were

appointed executors. To Thomas Ewer he bequeathed all his goods and plate, and willed that
after his wife's death all his goods should remain to his daughter Ellen and son-in-law. He
further bequeathed to Ewer the wages due to him from the paymaster of the Guard for the five
months May to September, as well as the wages of 3d. a day for three-quarters of a year due
from the cofferer's clerk. Ingham's wife was bequeathed all her clothes and jewels, six spoons,
a gilt salt with a cover, an ale cup and a silver goblet. All his goods unbequeathed were to be
at the disposition of his wife and son-in-law.
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John Jackson
It is likely that John Jackson, the yeoman of the Guard, was related to the sergeant at arms
of that name appointed in October 1485.1 John Jackson, yeoman of the crown, was appointed
keeper of the West park of Brancepeth, in the bishopric of Durham, on 16 July 1507.2 His name
appears on the lists of yeomen of the Chamber in November 1509,3 1510,4 1512,5 and 1514.6
He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for Henry VITs funeral in May
1509,7 and as a yeoman for the interment of Prince Henry in February 1511.8
Jackson was described as a yeoman of the Guard when he was granted the fee of the
crown of 6d. a day on 8 June 1513.9 Nevertheless, in the list Tees and Annuities paid by the
king' he is shown as a yeoman of the crown by grant of Henry VII.10 His name is also included
in the list 'Servants of the King with their yearly wages'.11
On 5 June 1510 John Jackson was appointed bailiff and woodward of the lordship of
Linwood, with the hamlets of Theresby, Tevilby, Winterton, and Stewton, Lincolnshire.

10

He

received a grant of a 'mese stede' in the lordship of Doncaster, a close in the lordship of
Rosington, and a toft in the lordship of Kanteley, Yorkshire, on 22 May 1511.

1

It was presumably the sergeant at arms of the same name who was bailiff of the lordship
and keeper of the manor of Sampford Peverell, Devon, and who was described as deceased by
22 November 1516, when James ap Jenkin, yeoman of the Guard, received the office.14
The date of Jackson's death is unknown, but probably took place early in 1526, since in
April/M ay that year John Thomas, a yeoman of the Chamber, was granted the fee of the crown
of 6d. a day vice John Jackson, deceased,15 and in June of the same year the bailiwick of the
lordship of Stewton, Lincolnshire, was granted to W. Woodforth, yeoman usher of the
Chamber.16
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Nicholas Jackson
Nicholas Jackson is included in the list of yeomen of the Chamber for 1 December 1508,1
and is shown as a yeoman usher in the lists of 8 November 1509,2 13 December 1510,3 and 8
January 1512.4 He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for Henry VII's
funeral in May 1509,5 and as a yeoman usher for the interment of the infant Prince Henry, son
of Henry VIII, in February 1511.6 Nicholas Jackson was granted the fee of die crown of 6d. a
day on 17 June 1509,7 and on 22 May 1513 he was promoted to sergeant at arms for life, with
the usual fee of 12d. a day.8 Upon promotion his fee of the crown was granted to William
Standon, yeoman of the Chamber.9
His name is included in the list of 'Fees and Annuities paid by the King' under the sub
heading T o those in arms for the king's service, granted by Henry VHI',10 and also in the
sergeants at arms shown in 'The King's servants in w ages'11 and in 'Servants of the King, with
their yearly wages'.12
In July 1512 Nicholas Jackson was paid 10s. by the treasurer of the Chamber for 'going by
water to Sandwich and Portsmouth, 5 days',13 and in November 1514 he was one of the three
sergeants at arms who each received 100s. (or £5) 'for wages going to the West Riding, North
Riding and Lincolnshire with the King's letters for the subsidy'.14 He was paid 40s. in January
1521 'for riding to Cambridge six days'.15
Jackson received several grants of office. In July 1509 he was appointed controller of the
great and petty custom in the port of Lynn,16 and on 23 August of the same year he was
granted the office of bailiff of the lordship of Topsham, Devon.17 In April 1518 he was
appointed weigher of wools, hides, tin and lead in the port of Newcastle upon Tyne.18
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On 30 June 1533 Jackson wrote to Cromwell from Harleston, regarding a grant which he
was hoping to receive from the King:/You promised me the farm of Canne Hall, for which several persons
are making labour with the King. Make what haste you can, and let
the lease endure for 60 or 80 years. As I am the King's servant I
should have it as well as another. Though it is called Canne Hall
there are no houses on it, but two old bams and a little cottage. I
trust the gentleman of Gray's Inn is a suitor to you for me. Whatever
he promises I will perform.'1
It is not possible to say whether this letter had a successful outcome.
He was probably the Nicholas Jackson who served on the commission of the peace for
Leicestershire in 1531,2 1532,3 1538,4 1539s and 1543-4.6
During the time of the northern rebellion in 1536 Jackson was evidently sent to Bawtry,
since, by the testimony of one William Breyar, he met 'W.' Jackson, sergeant at arms, there.7
The following year, on 12 November 1537, he was one of the sergeants at arms in attendance
with their maces at the funeral of Queen Jane Seymour.8
It is probable that he was the Nicholas Jackson who was a commissioner for the muster
within the hundred of Framland, Leicestershire, in 1539.9 He may also have been the Nicholas
Jackson who had the tenancy of a dwelling in the parish of St. Giles without Cripplegate,
London, in September 1544.10
He was included in lists of sergeants at arms in October 1542, April 1544, November 154611
and in 1550.12
Jackson's death occurred at an unknown date before 17 July 1556, when his office in the
port of Newcastle upon Tyne was granted to a gentleman usher of the Chamber.13

Thomas Jackson
Thomas Jackson's name is included in the lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery
of cloth for watching clothing dated 1 December 150814 and 8 November 1509.15 By 1510 he
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had been promoted to yeoman usher, being included in this category in the list of Chamber
personnel for that year1 and in those for 15122 and 1514.3 In May 1509 he received livery of
black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of Henry VII,4 and in February 1511 was
in attendance at the interment of the infant Prince Henry, son of Henry VIII.5 He was granted
the fee of the crown of 6d. a day, vice Robert Walker, deceased, on 5 November 1509.6
Nevertheless, his name is included in the list of yeomen of the crown receiving fees and
annuities granted by Henry VIL7 He appears as a yeoman usher in an undated list of the royal
household.8
Jackson received two grants of office as bailiff, the first being in January 1511 for the
lordships of Heckington, Aslackby and Bicker, with Riskington and Digby, Lincolnshire,9 and
the second in February 1522 for the lordship of Navesby, Northamptonshire, which had been
part of the duke of Buckingham's lands.10
He had died by 10 August 1523, when a patent was prepared granting his fee of the
crown to Robert Bardwell, another yeoman of the Guard.11 In his will dated 7 August 1523 he
10
described himself as Thomas Jackson of Newington, Surrey, yeoman of the crown, and
directed that he should be buried within the church of Newington. To his wife Agnes, his
executrix, he bequeathed the wages due to him from the king and the residue of his estate. To
his five children he left legacies of 40s. each, with an extra 40s. to his daughter 'Kateryn', and
the benefits due to him from the lands in the forest of Knaresborough which he shared with his
brother Nicholas, beseeching the latter 'to be loving to my said children therein towards their
preferment as he would I should do for him if he were in case like'.

Thomas Kyngman
On 22 September 1485 Thomas Kyngman was undescribed when granted the office of
bailiff of Wimbome Minster, during the king's pleasure, with the keepership, for life, of the
warren of Badley and the custody of the manor of Kingston Lacy, Dorset, with all fees, wages
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etc. pertaining to the offices.1 He was described as one of the yeomen of the king's Guard
when, for true and faithful service abroad and in England, he was appointed, on 2 October
1485, bailiff of the town of Somerton during pleasure and gaoler of the town of Ilchester,
Somerset, for life.2
He may have been the Thomas Kingman of Wyshforth, Wiltshire, whose will of 29
August 1536 was proved later that year,3 in which he mentions his sons John, Robert, William
and Edward, and daughters Isabel and Marion. The residue was bequeathed to his wife Alice
and son John, who were appointed executors.

William Maddockes
William Madok or Maddockes was one of the original members of Henry VII's newlyfounded bodyguard.

In October 1485 he was described as a yeoman of the Guard when

granted the office of keeper of the park and warren of Kenton, Middlesex;4 and in the same
month he received the office of bailiff of the lordship of Solihull, Warwickshire.5 His name
appears on the lists of yeomen of the Chamber of November 1496,6 December 1502,7 and
February 1503.8
On 21 September 1501, described as a yeoman of the Chamber, Maddockes was granted
'certain lands with gardens' in the parish of St. Giles without Cripplegate, London, forfeited by
Humphrey Stafford.9 A further patent in May 1502 specified the messuages and gardens in
Whitecross Street and Redcross Street, in the above-mentioned parish, not exceeding the value
of 7 marks, which were to be held at a rent of one red rose annually at Midsummer, with an
additional grant of the income from the properties since 21 January 1493.10 The grant of the
premises was confirmed by Henry VIII in November 1509.11
William Maddockes was appointed steward or rider of the forest of Morfe, Shropshire, on
12 August 1506, with 4d. a day from the revenues of the king's mills at Pendilston, Salop, to be
paid by the bailiff of Bridgenorth.12
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By October 1508 Maddockes had become one of the yeomen of the Chamber serving at
the Tower of London,1 and it was in this capacity that he received livery of cloth for Henry
VII's funeral in May 1509.2 His name is included on lists of yeomen at the Tower for January
15143 and July 1515.4
The date of his death is not known, but his will of 3 October 1511 was proved in 1515.5
In his will he described himself as one of the yeomen of the Chamber, and directed that if he
died in London he should be buried in the parish church within the Tower of London, or if his
death took place in Putney Heath he should be buried in the parish church there. He made
bequests to his brother Hugh Maddockes, his brother in law Roger Coken, Thomas Coken, son
of the latter, and his son in law John Rabbe.

John Rolte
John Rolte received livery of cloth for watching clothing as a yeoman of the Chamber in
November 1509, December 1510 and January 1512, and as a yeoman usher of the Chamber in
December 1514.6 On 12 December 1511 he was awarded the fee of the crown lately held by
William Rolte,7 who, as will be shown later, was his brother.
In 1513 John Rolte saw active service in the royal navy, as master of the Gabriel Royal, with
500 men.8 Together with Henry Skillman, another yeoman of the crown, he was appointed one
of the keepers of the new park of Horn at Eltham on 20 March 1522.9
The treasurer of the Chamber reimbursed Rolte, described as a yeoman of the Guard, the
sum of £100 on 2 January 1529, authorized by a warrant dated at Bridewell on 20 November
1528, for money spent on repairs and buildings at Eltham.10 Further sums were paid to Rolte
throughout 1529-31, when he was described as surveyor and paymaster of the buildings at
Eltham.11 In July 1532 he was paid £12.0s. 6d. from the Privy Purse for repairs at Eltham, and
in the following October he received £ 3 .6s. 8d. for the fee of the leash from the same source.12
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Rolte had died by 24 February 1534,1 when his offices at Eltham were granted to an
esquire of the Stable. In his will, proved on 31 May 1535 at Rochester, Rolte describes himself
as yeom an of the king's Guard, and mentions his wife Elizabeth, sons John, Henry and
Richard, and daughters Margaret, Helen and Lettice.2 His brother William Rolte, one of the
overseers of the will, was to receive the profits of certain property in Eltham and lands in
Bedfordshire and Huntingdonshire, for the use of the testator's son Richard, who was
evidently under age. To his son Henry, Rolte bequeathed lands in Bromley, and to his son
John lands in Eltham and in Pope Street, presumably in East Greenwich, where he had resided.
He also directed that his 'woods at 22 years' growth' were to be sold for marriage portions for
his daughters.

William Rolte
William Rolte was a yeoman of the Guard by 2 July 1509, when he was granted for life the
crown fee of 6d. a day formerly held by William Kingston.3 His name appears on lists of
yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery of cloth for watching clothing on 8 November 1509,13
December 1510, and on 8 January 1512, where he is shown as a yeoman usher.4
In September 1509 Rolte was appointed bailiff of Cullompton, Devon, and keeper of the
park there, receiving confirmation of these offices by a new patent in April 1511.5 A few
months later, in January 1510, Rolte was granted the office of bailiff of Topsham, Devon,
during pleasure, with the rabbit warren, fishing rights and other benefits.6 These offices were
confirmed by patent of 11 April 15117
Rolte was a yeoman usher by February 1511,when he received livery of black cloth for
tfie interment of the infant Prince Henry.8 On 16 November 1511, 'in consideration of the daily
service done unto us', he was granted the next vacancy occurring in the office of sergeant at
arms, being paid meanwhile the wages of 12d. a day from the first day of that month until
appointed to the office, with a fee at the same rate for life.9 He was evidently admitted to the
office the following month, since his crown fee was transferred on 12 December 1511 to John
Rolte, his brother.10
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On 18 September 1514 William Holden (possibly the yeoman of the Guard of that name)
and his wife Katharine, of Great Chesterford, Essex, were granted licence to found a chantry
for one secular chaplain in the church of All Saints, Great Chesterford, to pray for the good
estate of the king and queen, the said William and Katharine, and of William Rolte, sergeant at
arms, with licence to the chaplain to acquire lands in Essex and Cambridge to the annual value
of 10 marks.1 This seems to indicate a family relationship, though the names do not appear in
Rolte's will.
Rolte was sent to Suffolk and Norfolk in 1515, to bring divers priests to the king and
council, for which he received expenses of £6.13s. 4d. in August.2 For attendance on 'certain
business' in London for six days he received payment of 2s. a day in July 1519.3
He enjoyed further grants of office, being appointed keeper of Caversham park, Oxford,
with the herbage and pannage on 21 March 1517,4 and ranger of Waltham forest, Essex, with
6d. a day, on 4 July 1521.5 On 21 November 1529 Rolte was appointed sergeant of the king's
staghounds, with a fee of 71 d. a day.6 He received a reward of 20s. from the Privy Purse on 16
August 1531 'for bringing a stag to the king'.7
Rolte's will of 19 September 1541 was proved by November of that year.8 In this he
described himself as William Rolte, sergeant at arms, of the parish of Chigwell, Essex. He
asked to be buried next to his mother in the parish church of Chigwell and made several
bequests to the church there, as well as 20s. each to the parish churches of Calsam, Lynton and
Barking, Essex, and of Stolton in Bedfordshire. Other bequests included his house at Stolton to
one Thomas Hemige and his heirs, and the residue of lands in Stolton to his brother's son
Richard Rolte and his heirs. His brother's son John is mentioned in the will, also Henry Rolte.
Since these are the names of the sons of John Rolte, the yeoman of the Guard who died in 1534,
this was obviously his brother. To his sister, Agnes Whapull, Rolte bequeathed all his 'stuff' at
Calsam, all his household goods at Chigwell hall and five of his best kine there, and £10 in
money. George Stonarde was to have his lease of Chigwell hall, in preference to any other
man, paying for it 'as another man will'.

Rolte also bequeathed a gilt cup to his godson,

William Stonarde, and a silver cup to Katherine Stonarde. To Edward Parker, one of his
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servants, Rolte bequeathed the "house that he dwelleth in during my lease that I have in the
king's place', his executors paying the rent for the term of the lease, and 20s. in money. Several
other servants were bequeathed various sums of money. The residue was left to his executors,
George Stonarde, John Brickett and William Pownsett.

John Sandford
John Sandford's name appears on lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery of cloth
for watching clothing dated 1 December 1508,1 8 November 1509,2 13 December 1510,3 and 8
January 1512.4 He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the Guard for the funeral of
Henry VII in May 1509.5 As a yeoman of the crown, he received the grant of the crown fee of
6d. a day for life, surrendered by John Wattes, on 5 November 1510.6
Sandford is shown in the list of yeomen of the crown granted the crown fee by Henry
VIII,7 in a list of c.1523,8 and in lists dated August 1525,9 November 1529,10 and September
1533.11 It is possible that he was the John Samford shown as receiving a fee or annuity from the
revenues of the lands of Margaret, countess of Richmond.12
Several grants of office were made to Sandford, two being received on 18 February 1513,
when, described as a yeoman of the Guard, he was appointed bailiff of the lordship of Hooton
Pagnell, Yorkshire, for life, with 2d. a day,13 and keeper of Bellister park, Northumberland, with
fees from the lordship of Plainmeller ['Blemeller'], Northumberland.14 On 9 September 1514
Sandford, by then a yeoman usher of the Chamber, received the further office of steward of the
town of Marton, Westmorland,15 and on 20 July 1527, still a yeoman usher, he was appointed
constable of the castle of Cragfergus, Ireland.
Early in August 1529 he was described as John Sandforth of Appleby, Westmorland,
yeoman of the crown, when he received a pardon, jointly with one Thomas Lawe, for killing
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Henry Salkeld, a member of the family with which Sandford's family had a long-standing
feud.1 In the following month, on 15 September, together with Robert Gibson, a fellow
yeoman of the Guard, he was appointed water-bailiff of the Isle of Man, the office being in the
gift of the king by the minority of the earl of Derby.2
Sandford was granted a corrody in the monastery of Athelney, Somerset, at an unknown
date; a patent of April 1533 granting the corrody jointly to him and to John Catcot, yeoman of
the Guard, stated that it was previously held by Sandford alone.3
All that has been found regarding Sandford's family is that he was married to Maud,
formerly the wife of Richard Warkop, deceased.4 During William Warham's term of office as
chancellor of England, between 1504 and 1515, Sandford petitioned the chancellor for redress
in a case involving a debt owing to his wife's late husband for boarding Elizabeth, wife of
Edmund Santforth (possibly his son) and Alice, wife of Richard Claxton.5
Sandford had died by 8 April 1535, when Piers Motton was granted the crown fee.6

Thomas Sounde
Thomas Sounde was probably a yeoman of the Guard before 15 October 1485, when he
was described as 'king's servant' in a patent granting him, during pleasure, the office of bailiff
of Cheshunt and Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire, and Clavering, Essex.7

The patent also

granted Sounde the office of parker of Cheshunt park for life, with fees and wages as previous
parkers had received, together with houses and chambers in Cheshunt manor, with revenues
from the garden and the moors, rent-free.8 He had a saving of all these offices in Henry VII's
Act of Resumption.9 On 28 July 1509, however, the offices of bailiff of Cheshunt and park
keeper were granted to one William Bedell.10
Thomas Sounde's name appears on the lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery of
cloth for watching clothing dated 1 December 1508,118 November 1509,12 13 December 1510,13 8
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January 1512,1 and 18 December 1514.2 He received livery of black cloth as a yeoman of the
Guard for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.3
On 1 January 1511, described as one of the yeomen of the king's Guard, Sounde was
appointed bailiff of Drakelowe and Rudheath, Cheshire, vice Henry Wright of the king's
Guard, deceased.4 He was rewarded with an annuity of 5 marks for life, from the revenues of
the lordship of Denbigh, on 11 June 1513,5 receiving a fresh patent for this on 18 July 1515.6
By a patent of 1 October 1511 Sounde was appointed bailiff of the hundred of Nantwich
for life.7 This patent was surrendered at some time, since he was re-appointed to the office on
1 July 1515, with pardon for all debts and arrears.8 He evidently also surrendered his original
patent as bailiff of Drakelowe and Rudheath, as a patent of 8 April 1516 for this office was
surrendered by him in January 1526.9
In 1520 Sounde arrested a man on suspicion of felony, and took him to Chester gaol.10 A
Star Chamber petition by Giles Huncote recounts how a monk in Combermere abbey, county
Chester, was stabbed to death by a household servant of the abbot there, on 11 February 1520.11
The servant, John Jenyns, was protected by the prior at Combermere, who was anxious to keep
the murder secret, because as he stated 'this abbey is already in an evil name for using of
misrule'.12 He therefore asked those who knew about the murder to keep quiet about it, getting
them to swear an oath to conceal the matter. Nevertheless, six months or so later the crime
came to the knowledge of Thomas Sounde, who arrested Jenyns and had him imprisoned in
Chester gaol. The outcome of the case is not stated, but it seems to indicate that Sounde was a
local man.
The latest of information concerning Sounde is on 21 September 1527, when another royal
servant was granted the annuity of five marks which Thomas Sounde, yeoman of the Guard,
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lately had'.1 Although it is not stated that the grant arose from Sounde's death, this was
probably the case, and no more is heard of him.

Henry Southworth
According to John Weever, Henry Southworth was bom at Halton Castle in the parish of
Runcorn, Cheshire2 at an unspecified date. Possibly he was related to the Edmund Southworth
who was rector of Halton from c.1476 to 1491.3 Although he is not mentioned in the pedigrees,
which deal principally with the descents of the heirs,4 it is probable that he belonged to the
armigerous family of Southworth of Samlesbury which had been settled in Lancashire for
many generations, descending from Gilbert Southworth of Southworth and his son Sir Gilbert,
both of whom acquired a number of small estates in Middleton and the hamlet of Houghton in
the fourteenth century.5 Sir Gilbert's grandson, Sir John Southworth, was a retainer of the
duke of Lancaster, serving in his retinue in France.6 In 1415 Sir John covenanted with the
sheriff of Lancashire to lead 50 archers in the French campaign;7 and in the same year received
Q

£113.15s. Od. for a year's wages of 50 archers who had been serving the king about his person.
A later descendant, another John, was knighted in 1504, on the occasion of Prince Henry's
creation as Prince of Wales.9
The name of Henry Southworth occurs in this family in connection with property
transactions in Middleton and Culcheth in 1428-9 and 1452 respectively,10 but no relationship
can be traced with the yeoman of the Guard. In the will of Robert Southworth of Middleton
dated in August 1500 a son Henry is mentioned,11 and in 1509 Sir John Southworth made a
grant of lands in the manor of Arbury to Henry Southworth of Middleton, for life.12 It is not

1. LP IV ii, 3471 (21).
2. J. Weever, Ancient Funeral Monuments (1767), p.286.
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of Lancaster, iv (1891), pp. 62-66; T. Dunham Whitaker, An History of the Original Parish ofWhalley, and
Honor ofClitheroe, in the Counties of Lancaster and York, third edition (1818), pp. 430-431; J. P. Earwaker,
East Cheshire: Past and Present; or A History of the Hundred of Macclesfield in the County Palatine of Chester,
2 vols. (1877, 1880), i, p.452; VCH Lancashire, iv (1966), p.168; VCH Lancashire, vi (1911), pp. 305-6; for
other lands, see VCH Lancashire, vii, pp. 47n, 48n, 49n, 62n, 268,284n, 330n.
5. VCH Lancashire, iv, p.168; VCH Lancashire, vi, pp.305-6; VCH Lancashire, viii, pp.36-37.
6. VCH Lancashire, vi, p.305, citing Dods. MSS. liii, 17.
7. Ibid., citing Hunter, Agincourt Tracts, 36.
8. Ibid., citing Exch. KR Accts. bdle. 46, no. 35.
9. Ibid., p.305.
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11. Ibid.
12. VCH Lancashire, iv, p.168, note 18, citing Towneley MS. HH no. 1527.
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possible to identify this man with the yeoman under discussion either, since he was almost
certainly the Henry Southworth who was described as deceased in May 1521.1
On 3 March 1498 Southworth was granted the office of bowmaker and surveyor of the
bowmakers and keeper and purveyor of bows in the Tower of London and in Ireland and
elsewhere, 'with the usual profits out of the issues of the counties of Surrey and Sussex',
together with a dwelling place in the Tower and livery of the suit of a yeoman of the Chamber
at Christmas at the Great Wardrobe.** In March 1512 a fresh patent granted the office to
Southworth and Henry Pikeman in survivorship, with 6d. a day,4 or £9. 2s. 6d. annually,5 a
further patent in similar terms being granted in April 1516.6
Southworth may have been a yeoman of the Chamber by 1496, some of the names on the
list for that year having become illegible.7 His name appears on all the other extant early
Tudor lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving livery of cloth for watching clothing, in
December 1502,8 December 1508,9 November 1509,10 December 1510,11 January 1512,12 and
December 1514.13 He also received livery of cloth for the funerals of Elizabeth of York in 150314
and of Henry VII in 1509, being listed as a yeoman of the Guard on the latter occasion.15
The royal accounts for March 1514 show that Southworth's wages as a yeoman of the
Chamber were Is. Od. a day.16 Little is known of his activities. By October 1533 he had become
one of the yeomen of the Chamber 'attending within our Tower of London', receiving five
yards of broad cloth 'of the colour of London Russett' for watching clothing.17 This was no
doubt towards the end of his life, when he was less active, and many of the yeomen who
served in the Tower can be identified as former yeomen of the Guard. The date of his death is
unknown, but Weever gives the information that he was yeoman bowyer and surveyor in the
Tower for 33 years, and that he was buried at St. Peter's in the Tower.18
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William Standon
When William Standon sued for a pardon early in Henry VIII's reign he was described as
William Standon of Mitcham, Surrey, gentleman, yeoman of the Household.1 His father may
have been the John Standon of St. Stephen Colmanstrete, London; Woodford, Essex;
Middleton, Kent; Mitcham, Surrey; and Chesthunt, Hertfordshire, who mentioned a son
William in his will, proved in 1477.2
William Standon was a yeoman of the Chamber by 1496, his name being included in the
earliest of the extant lists of the Tudor yeomen.3 In fact his name appears on all of the
surviving lists examined: for December 1502;4 February 1503, receiving livery of black cloth for
Elizabeth of York's funeral;5 December 1508, from which time he is shown as a yeoman usher;6
November 1509;7 December 1510;8 February 1511, for the interment of the infant prince Henry;9
January 1512;10 and December 1514.11 He was also listed as a yeomen of the Guard authorized
to receive livery of black cloth for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.12
Standon was described as a yeoman of the crown on 13 February 1504, when appointed
alnager and collector for the counties of Surrey and Sussex, for 12 years from the previous
Michaelmas, 29 September 1503.13 A payment of 33s. Od. was made by the treasurer of the
Chamber 'to William Standon upon his bill' on 31 January 1504,14 and in November 1506 he
received from the same source a sum of 40s. 0d., or £2, for 'going about the king's business for
his orchard at Oking'.15 On 28 May 1513 he was granted the fee of the crown of 6d. a day,
formerly held by Nicholas Jackson,16 and his name appears on the list of yeomen of the crown
receiving the fee by grant of Henry VIII, prepared c. 1516,17 and on that of c.1523.18
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He may have been the William Stondon of Woodford, Essex, whose will dated 6 February
1523 was proved in 1524.1 In this will the testator requested burial in the chancel of the parish
church at Woodford, and mentioned his wife, without naming her. A son John and daughter
Joan were named, however.

John Stanshaw
John Stanshaw was an early adherent of Henry Tudor, earl of Richmond, serving him
overseas and at Bosworth field before he gained the throne as Henry VII. Soon after the
beginning of the reign John Stanshaw was rewarded by grants of office. On 23 September
1485 he was appointed bailiff of Wellow, Somerset,*2 and on 24 September, "in consideration of
true and faithful service done unto us, as well beyond the sea as on this side in our victorious
journey', he received the offices of keeper of the manor of Crookham, Berkshire, and bailiff and
keeper of both parks there.3 In the Act of Resumption following Henry VII's accession,
Stanshaw received a saving in respect of the latter offices.4 He was also appointed a yeoman of
the crown, with 6d. a day for life, dating from Michaelmas 1485.5 On 6 November 1489 John
Stanshaw was granted the office of escheator for county Southampton and Wiltshire.6 In 1497
he served as M.P. for Reading.7
In William Harvey's 1566 Visitation of Berkshire, John Stanshaw (shown as Stanshall) of
Reading heads a pedigree showing that he married Johan Dawson of Yateley, Hampshire, and
had three sons, John, the eldest, Robert and Nicholas.8 As John died without issue, the second
son, Robert, became heir.9
Robert Stanshaw, groom of the Chamber, received a grant in tail male in January 1514, at
an annual rent of one red rose, of Kiddington farm in the lordship of Streatley, Berkshire, and a
close, occupied at the time by John Stanshaw, his father.10 Then on 28 November 1515 John
Stanshaw of Kiddington, Berkshire, described as usher of the Chamber, was granted release of
all entries on the farm lands of Kiddington, of which he was occupier.11
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According to the account in J. C. Wedgwood's Biographies of the Members of the Commons
House 1439-1509, John Stanshaw was a burgess of Reading in 1497 and 1510, but was called
'mortuus' on a similar list of 1514.1 Although it is there pointed out that he was still alive on 16
January 1514, as evidenced by the grant of that date to his son Robert, the grant of 28
November 1515 seems to have been overlooked. The same is true of John Stanshaw's will of 18
May 1516, which was proved on 18 July following.2 He named his wife Johanne as sole
executrix and his son Robert as overseer of the will. The residue of his goods was bequeathed
to his wife, reference being made to a deed of gift dated 6 February 1512.
It is likely that towards the end of his life John Stanshaw became infirm, which would
explain the fact that he did not stand as a burgess of Reading in 1514. He surrendered his
patent as bailiff of the manor of Crookham and keeper of the parks there in March 1513, when
the offices were granted to Sir William Sandys, knight of the body.4
In view of the fact that John Stanshaw bequeathed his goods to his wife, his sole executrix,
it is of interest to note a scandal in which he was involved in February 1503. In a case brought
before Henry VII's council by Geoffrey Ellis, vicar of Thatcham, Berkshire, John Stanshaw, a
yeoman of the crown and keeper of the neighbouring Crookham Park, was accused of
attacking the vicar in his church on Sunday, 5 February 1503.5 An unusually full account of
the case can be constructed from the evidence recorded at the time, probably because of the
status of the accused. The cause of the scene arose from the fact that Stanshaw had left his wife
and had lived in adultery for some years with a woman called Joan Stanshaw. The bishop of
Salisbury heard of this and ordered them to appear before him at his manor of Ramsbury. The
vicar of Thatcham, Berkshire, read the citation at the morning service in the presence of Joan
Stanshaw, who threatened that the priests would repent the matter before night came. That
afternoon Stanshaw entered the church accompanied by 16 riotous persons, armed with
weapons, while evensong was taking place. Stanshaw with his son (unnamed) and a servant
went into the chancel while the rest of his followers remained in the nave. The vicar was
alarmed by his threatening demeanour and asked 'what mean thee?' Stanshaw replied 'What,
priest art [thou] not content that I am here?', threw off his cloak and took his sword and
buckler from his servant. His other servants then came into the chancel and would apparently
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have m urdered the vicar if the latter's servants had not rescued him. In his defence, Stanshaw
declared that he had gone to church peaceably for evensong and that after sitting in his seat in
the chancel the vicar shut the chancel door and called a num ber of servants, intending to attack
him , so that his ow n servants then pressed in to rescue him. It is clear from the evidence,
how ever, that Stanshaw was the aggressor. He rarely attended evensong and had earlier in the
day announced his intention of going to the church and m aking a 'fray'.1 The outcom e of the
case is n o t stated and aw aits further research.
An entry in the King's Book of Payments for December 1518 shows that a John Stanciall
w as paid, as a yeom an of the Guard, a w hole year's wages at 4d. a day from Christmas of that
year, am ounting to £6. Is. 8d.2 It is impossible to identify this person at present, unless it was
John Stanshaw 's son John who died w ithout issue but whose date of death is not yet known.
If this is the case it w ould mean that he was disinherited by his father in favour of the second
son, Robert.

John Stoner, with Robert and Edm und Stoner
John Stoner was descended from the ancient family of Stoner or Stonor w hich had resided
at Stonor, Oxfordshire, since at least the early fourteenth century. H e is show n in the pedigree
of Stoner of North Stoke, Oxon.,3 and in Stonor of Stonor4 as the second son of Thomas Stoner
by his wife Sibilla, daughter and co-heir of Sir David Brecknock. His paternal grandfather,

*another Thomas Stoner, m arried Johan, or Jane, the natural daughter of John de la Pole, duke
of Suffolk.5 John Stoner's elder brother was Sir W alter Stoner of Stonor, Oxon., knight of the
body,6 w ho was knighted by the earl of Surrey after the English victory at Flodden Field in
7

1513 and later became Lieutenant of the Tower of London.

Q

Sir W alter's second daughter, Elizabeth, m arried Sir W illiam Com pton,9 a favoured
courtier of H enry VIII. This fact helps to explain the statem ent m ade in a letter from John
Russell and Thomas Heneage to Wolsey in July 1528 w hich described Sir W alter Stoner and his
brother, 'one of the yeom en of the G uard', as the executors of Sir W illiam Com pton.10
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Although neither was named in the will as an executor, they may well have been acting on
behalf of the executors, because of their relationship to Compton's widow.
Little is known about John Stoner's activities while he was a yeoman of the Guard. In the
royal accounts for October 1528 he is named as a keeper,1 but it has not proved possible to
trace the details of this office or when he received it. Sir Walter Stoner, in a letter to Thomas
Cromwell in June 1535, mentioned that he was sending by his brother John certain statements
made by witnesses regarding words spoken against the king and queen.2 In September 1535
John Stoner was appointed to the office of a sergeant at arms, with a fee of 12d. a day.3
John Stoner and his wife, who was in the queen's service, were granted the farm of the
priory of Goring, Oxford, in September 1536,4 and early in 1537 Stoner received the grant of a
lease of Goring priory, with the rectory.5 He was married to Isabella, or Isabel, daughter of
Clement Agard of Foston, Staffordshire, and had four children, Francis (later Sir Francis),
Elizabeth, Henry and Margaret.6
In November 1537 Stoner was one of the sergeants at arms attending the funeral of the
queen, Jane Seymour. His wife was also in attendance, with the ladies following the third
chariot.7
In December 1538 Stoner received a grant, for 21 years, of the house and site of the
suppressed priory of Goring, Oxon., with certain lands, and Goring weir with fishing rights, a
windmill and the ferry over the Thames there, together with 12 acres of land at Gattington Hill
and all tithes. He was also granted annually the cartload of firewood from the woods of the
earl of Derby at Goring, which the late prioress formerly received. The clear annual value was
stated to be £ 5 .8s. 4d., rent 11s.8
John Stoner received several appointments on 20 February 1540: as bailiff of the lordships
or manors of Cholsey, Blewbury and Hendred, Berkshire; keeper of the chief messuage of
Cholsey; and keeper of the wood of Onolde in the manor of Cholsey and of all other woods in
the lordships stated which were in the king's hands by the attainder of Hugh Cooke, late abbot
of Reading, Berkshire, with fees of 100s. and 20s. a year respectively.9
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At its meeting at Ampthill (Bedfordshire) on 29 September 1540 the Privy Council dealt
with a commission to Stoner, sergeant at arms, to preserve hares and partridges about one of
the king's manors (unnamed).1
On 16 February 1541 John Stoner and Isabella his wife were granted, in tail male,
—

•

Stokemules manor, Oxon., part of the lands of Thomas Cromwell, late earl of Essex, attainted.

9

Earlier, Stoner had evidently held a lease within the demesne lands of the manor of Holyfield
Hall, Essex, which was in December 1540 granted to John Cary, a page of the Privy Chamber,
when it was described as 'lately occupied by John Stoner'.3 These lands had also been part of
the possessions of Thomas Cromwell.
Further appointments went to John Stoner in March 1543, when he became bailiff of the
hundreds of Ongar and Harlow, Essex, and 'wardstaff' of the same,4 an office which included
various financial benefits.5 These offices had been held by Robert Stoner, yeoman of the
crown, by a patent of 14 May 1522.6 His relationship to John Stoner will be referred to later. In
April 1543/1544 John Stoner was granted the manors of Chigwell and Westhatch, Essex, on
surrender of a crown lease by William Rolt, a fellow sergeant at arms.7
Described as bailiff of Cholsey, Blewbury and Hendred, Berkshire, of Chipping Qngar
and Harlow, Essex, and having the king's gift of lands in tail male in county Oxford, John
Stoner was given an exemption from attending the king in the war in August 1544.8 His name
appears on the roll of commissions of the peace for the county of Oxford in 1544/45.9
Upon the death of his brother, Sir Walter Stoner, in January 1551 without a male heir,
John Stoner received the bequest of Didcot manor, which his son Sir Francis Stoner eventually
inherited under the terms of Sir Walter's will.10 The date of John Stoner's death is unknown,
but he was probably the testator of North Stoke, Oxford, whose will was proved in 1550. His
widow Isabel was granted an annuity of £20 on 12 January 1554 'in consideration of her service
to Henry VIII and Edward VI and to the queens consort of Henry VIII in the place of the
mother of his daughters'.11 This wording certainly suggests that Isabel Stoner enjoyed a warm,
close relationship with Queen Mary in her youth.
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Although not mentioned in either of the pedigrees quoted above, there is strong evidence
that John Stoner had two other brothers besides Sir Walter Stoner. The name of Robert Stoner
has already been mentioned as a yeoman of the crown. In addition, there was an Edmund
Stoner, yeoman of the Chamber and of the Guard. The relationship might well have been
impossible to identify, had it not been for the survival of some of Sir Walter Stoner's letters to
Cromwell.
In a letter which Sir Walter Stoner sent to Cromwell in 1532 he mentioned that the bearer
was his brother Robert.1 It seems feasible to assume that this was the yeoman of the crown of
that name, and that he was the Robert Stoner who was in May 1537 appointed bailiff of the
lordships of Croome Simon and Bushley, Worcestershire, and steward of the lordships of
Tredington, Pamington, Fiddington, Stoke Orchard, Kemerton and Northey, Gloucestershire.2
The fee of 14s. Od. paid to Robert Stoner in February 1538, shown in the royal accounts,3 may
relate to these offices.
Sir Walter Stoner wrote many letters to Cromwell, but one which he sent on 9 September
1535 throws light on a family drama. Sir Walter begged Cromwell to be 'favourable' to his
brother Edmund, who had been attacked by one of Sir Walter's servants and had struck him
on the head in self defence, inflicting an injury which led to the servant's death eleven days
later.4 This request had the desired effect in due course, as Edmund Stoner, described as of
Windsor, Berkshire, received a pardon in July 1536, after having been committed to the
Marshalsea prison.5
Again, there seems to be good reason to suppose that the Edmund Stoner, yeoman of the
Guard and of the Chamber, is the same person. In March 1529, as a yeoman of the king's
Chamber, he was paid his costs of 12d. for going from Greenwich to London 'by master vice
chamberlain's commandment',6 and in 1533 he was one of the yeomen appointed to attend
Queen Anne Boleyn at her coronation.7 In October 1536 Edmund Stoner, yeoman of the
Guard, was granted the lease of the herbage, conies, etc., of the park and moor of Watlington,
Oxon., the farm of the markets, tolls of the fairs and stallage there for the term of 40 years from
Michaelmas 1540 at a rent of 63s. 4d., on the expiry of the 21 years' lease of the premises
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LP V, 1758.
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granted by patent of 24 November 1519 to Roger Whitton, deceased.* Edmund Stoner also
appears listed under the county of Oxford in a muster book showing what soldiers could be
supplied by the gentlemen of England in 1544.

Henry Strete
According to one biographical source, Henry Strete or Streyte of London and Devon
claimed gentle birth, but his family has not been identified.3 He may have been connected
with the John Strete who was rewarded with 10 marks in September 1490,4 possibly the
Devonshire man of that name who died in 1495.5 Henry Strete himself resided in Devon from
about 1510, after living in London.6 When he sued for a pardon early in the reign of Henry
V m , he was described as late of London, gentleman, late yeoman usher and yeoman of the

Guard.7
Strete was granted the fee of the crown, 6d. a day for life, as a yeoman of the crown, on 2
August 1502,8 and appears in a list of yeomen of the Chamber of 9 December that year, as
Henry Strett.9 He was one of the yeomen receiving livery for the funeral of Elizabeth of York
in 1503,10 and appears as a yeoman usher in Chamber lists of 150811 and 1509P-

On the

occasion of Henry VITs funeral in May 1509, Henry Strete is shown as Henry Sterret in the list
of yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of black cloth.13
On 28 June 1508 Strete received a grant for life of the office of keeper of the park and
warren of Stokenham, Devon, and the fishery of the pond called 'le Leyr' belonging to the
manor of Stokenham, with the free fishery and swans of the same; and the herbage, pannage,
underwood and windfall wood in the park and warren at 4 marks a year, 'so that he find and
maintain 100 bucks and does in the park, with licence to hunt and take them at his will'.14 In
1509 he received two further grants: on 10 June the office of bailiff of the lordship of Westgate,
Exeter (or Exe Island), vice Edward, earl of Devon, deceased, and, for 21 years, the farm of the
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watermills, etc., belonging to the lordship;1 and on 3 November he was appointed bailiff of the
hundred of Hayridge, Devon, in the king's hands by the death of Edward, earl of Devon.2 He
received a fresh patent on 11 April 1511, extended to include the lease of all the water and
fulling mills, die river, sewer, and fishery of the Exe, subject to the rent previously paid to the
use of the earl of Devon.3 These offices resulted from the death of the eighth earl of Devon,
whose son and heir was attainted, and the confirmation of the offices to Strete for life in 1511
came on the eve of the reversal of the attainder.4 On 7 November that year Henry Strete was
granted the rent of 4 marks due from him to the crown by the patent of 28 June 1508,
appointing him to the keepership of Stokenham park.5 He was appointed a sergeant at arms
on 18 May 1513, when his fee of the crown was granted to Thomas ap Guilliams.6
It is possible that Strete's position at court may have come through employment by the
Courtenay family, which may also explain his election to Parliament, for Plymouth, in 1510,
since the family patronized Plympton Priory, which owned most of the land in the port. He
may possibly have been favoured, too, by a colleague in the royal household, John Stile, who
had sat for Plymouth in the previous parliament, and who was on embassy to the Queen of
Castile in 1509-10. It was following the dissolution of this parliament that Strete sued out a
general pardon, and received money towards his expenses from his fellow-Member, John
Bryan.

Since some names are missing for the next three parliaments for Plymouth and

Plympton, it is possible that Strete sat again.7 As a dependant of the Courtenays and coroner
of the shire, he played an important part in local affairs during Henry VIII's reign. In 1527 he
witnessed the sealing of the dowager countess of Devon's will. He accounted for the manor of
Exe Island for the last time at Michaelmas 1535 but by October 1536 he had been replaced as
bailiff by Thomas Spurway.8
The only other grant which Strete appears to have received, on 17 May 1520, was the
lease of the pasture in Exeter castle, parcel of the duchy of Cornwall, with appurtenances in
Crokenwell and elsewhere in Devon, except the gaol near the castle, for 21 years, for which the
rent was 33s. 4d. with 20d. increase.9
Henry Strete's will has not yet been located.
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William Studdon
The name of William Studdon appears in the lists of yeomen of the Chamber receiving
livery of cloth for "watching clothing" in November 1496,1 December 1502,2 December 1508,3
December 1510,4 January 1512s and December 1514.6 He also received black cloth to attend
the funerals of Queen Elizabeth of York in 1503,7 Henry VII in 1509, when he was listed as a
yeoman of the Guard,8 and of the infant Prince Henry, son of Henry VH3, in February 1511.9
Together with a fellow yeoman of the Chamber, Thomas Hill, he was appointed on 14
November 1509 to wait upon Princess Mary.10
On 25 November 1511 Studdon received a patent for an annuity of £10, during pleasure,
from the customs at Exmouth,11 which was converted by patent of 2 August 1513 to an annuity
for life from the customs at Exeter and Dartmouth.12 He evidently received a fresh patent in
1515, when such grants were being safeguarded, since a further grant of an annuity for £10 was
made jointly to him and to William Symondes, a sewer, in survivorship, on 13 February 1520,
upon surrender by Studdon of a patent dated 20 August 1515.13
The frequency of Studdon"s name on the Chamber lists indicates that he was often present
at court. Apart from the annuity mentioned, however, there is no evidence that he received
any grants or held any local offices.

In his will, proved in 1532, he described himself as

yeoman of the king's most honourable Guard, and directed that he should be buried in the
church of the Holy Trinity at Hounslow, Middlesex,14 bequeathing lid . to the high altar there
and 20d. to every brother. No relations were mentioned in the will. The only other bequests
were 12d. to every child of one Robert Green, the overseer of the will, who was to receive 10s.
The residue was to be sold at the discretion of his executor, Robert Getyns, marshall of the
king's Hall, who was also to receive 10s. He may possibly have been married to Agnes, fifth
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child and only daughter of Sir John Clerevaux of Croft, York, by Beatrix his wife, daughter of
Sir John Mauliverer, since Agnes married one Studdon.1

Roger Temple
The name of Roger Temple appears in the list of yeomen of the Guard receiving livery of
black cloth for the funeral of Henry VII in May 1509.2 He does not appear in the lists of
yeomen of the Chamber, unless his name is one of those which has become indecipherable.
Roger Temple sued for a pardon at the beginning of Henry VHI's reign, when he was
described as being of Barton under Needwood,
Shuffenhall, Shropshire; and Temple, Leicestershire.3

Staffordshire; Wingfield, Derbyshire;
He was almost certainly the Roger

Temple of Temple Hall who was married to Agnes, daughter of John Benson or Bensow.4 The
Temple family had resided at Temple Hall, Sibdon, near Welsborough, Leicestershire, since the
time of Henry III, and the descent shows that Roger's parents were Richard, son of Robert
Temple, and his wife Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Vincent. Temple himself had a son called
Richard, also described as of Temple Hall, who married Joyce, daughter and one of the heirs of
one Lovett of Welford, Northamptonshire, and there were further descendants.5
The offices which Roger Temple held were bailiff of the new liberty in Derbyshire in 1493,
bailiff of the new liberty in Staffordshire from July 1505, and keeper of Rolleston park.6 It is
likely that he was the Roger Temple of 'Burton' mentioned in a document to John Yong, Master
of the Rolls, in February 1511, which cancelled a recognizance of £100 made in December 1505
by several people.7
He was probably the Roger Temple of Barton under Needwood whose will was proved at
Lichfield in 15228 [not yet examined].

John and Robert Thomas
On 7 October 1485 John Thomas, one of the yeomen of the Guard, was appointed steward
of the lordship of Haye and Glynbough, with authority to make appointments to all offices
under him, and constable of the castle of Haye, for life. He was also appointed receiver of the
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lordship of Haye and Glynbough, during pleasure.1 In the Act of Resumption of 1485 he
received an exemption in respect of these offices.2 On 12 December I486, described as yeoman
of the king's Chamber, he became constable of the castle of Snodhill and receiver of the
lordship of Snodhill, co. Hereford, holding the constable's office on account of the minority of
Edward, earl of Warwick, and the receivership during pleasure.3 He may have been the John
Thomas described in July 1487 as yeoman of the Wardrobe of Beds with the Queen.4
Thomas was a commissioner appointed to take possession of premises in Wales and act as
steward there in February 1488, when with Richard Lussher he was authorized to receive the
rents of the lands and let them to farm to the king's profit.5 On 6 November 1488 he was
appointed to the office of the escheatry in the county of Hereford and the adjacent march of
Wales, during pleasure,6 serving again in the office in November 1490.7
In June 1492 Thomas was appointed, during pleasure, receiver for Kidwelly. He was
described as being of Kidwelly or Glamorgan, and as a yeoman of the Chamber, and had been
receiver of Gower during a minority in 1481.8 Thomas was also receiver for Ogmore and was
probably the John Thomas of Cowbridge, Glamorgan.9 On 1 June 1496 the sum of 10s. was
paid to John Thomas 'a servant of the king's'.10 In an account of the charges on Margaret, late
Countess of Richmond's Lands dated 29 June 1509, the names of John and Robert Thomas
appear, under the heading 'Fees and annuities payable to the following persons'.11 This John
Thomas was almost certainly the yeoman of the Guard, since a grant was made in February
1516 to John Thomas and Robert his son, to be bailiff, in survivorship, of Fremington, Devon,
with 4d. a day, on surrender of the patent of 5 February 1510 granting the office to Roger
Ratcliffe, servant of the queen, for services to Margaret, countess of Richmond.12
Thomas appears in lists of Chamber personnel as a yeoman in 1508,1509, and 1510.

1

The

latter list is assigned to 1515/1516 in the PRO but must be of an earlier date, since Thomas was
already a yeoman usher by January 1512, the date of the next available Chamber list.14 He is
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listed as a yeoman of the Guard receiving livery of cloth for Henry VH's funeral in May 1509,1
and as a yeoman of the Chamber for the interment of Prince Henry in February 1511.2 On 10
March that year he was granted the fee of the crown of 6d. a day, vice John Edwards,
deceased.3 He was appointed a sergeant at arms with 12d. a day on 9 May 1513.4
After becoming sergeant at arms, Thomas was appointed in May 1515 constable of
Trematon castle, Cornwall, and controller of the avenaries of the duchy of Cornwall.5 He
surrendered the patent in respect of the latter office, which was conferred upon John Amadas,
yeoman of the Guard, on 22 July 1517, on which date John Thomas was appointed harbour
master in the duchy of Cornwall.6 Previously, on 11 February 1516, Thomas had received a
fresh patent as constable of Trematon castle.7 He was a commissioner for collection of the
o

subsidy in Cornwall in 1523 and 1524; commissioner and assessor of the duchies of Cornwall
and Devon in 1528;9 a commissioner for stannaries in 1532, and auditor on the commission for
tithes in Cornwall in 1535.10 In 1526 he was elected as a constable of the Staple of wool, hides,
fleeces and leads at Exeter,11 and in 1538 was one of the officials who accepted on behalf of the
crown the movable effects of the suppressed house of Black Friars at Truro.12
John Thomas was clearly an active and influential man. He sat as the junior Member for
Truro in the parliament which commenced in November 1529,13 and possibly sat in subsequent
parliamentary sessions for which details of Members are lost, but nothing is known of any part
he may have taken in the proceedings.14 In 1531 he was ordered to keep watch on a servant of
the marquess of Exeter, who was under suspicion for helping his master to recruit men to rise
against the king when the latter was planning to marry Anne Boleyn.15 Two servants of the
marquis were eventually arrested and taken to the Tower of London by Thomas.16
Thomas had died by 22 September 1542, when Nicholas Randall received the offices of
constable of Trematon castle and controller and harbour master of the duchy of Cornwall.17
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The John Thomas, yeoman of the Chamber, who was granted the fee of the crown in
March 1526 was clearly a namesake, still holding the fee in 1529.1 This was doubtless the John
Thomas referred to as one of the yeomen of the Guard late on the wages of 12d. who was paid
45s. for wages at 6d. a day in May 1530, for the three preceding months.2 No family connection
has yet been traced between the two men.
The name of Robert Thomas appears on a list of December 1545 as one of the yeomen of
the Chamber receiving 4d. a day, and this is presumably John's son who was included in the
patent of 14 February 1516.3
In February 1523 Robert Thomas, yeoman of the Guard, was appointed parker of East
Wood in the lordship of Thombury, Gloucestershire, forfeited by the duke of Buckingham,
with 4d. a day.4

Henry Thornton
Henry Thornton's name is included in a list of yeomen of the Chamber for 1503, when he
received livery of cloth for the funeral of Henry VII's queen, Elizabeth of York.5 He is shown
as a yeoman of the Guard in the list for Henry VII's funeral in 1509,6 but is not included in the
other lists of yeomen of the Chamber examined, unless his is one of the names which have
become indecipherable.
Although Henry Thornton's parents cannot be named, he probably came from Somerset, a
county with which he had strong links. On 28 November 1505, described as yeoman of the
crown, alias late keeper of the gaol of Ilchester, Somerset, Thornton received a pardon of all
escapes of prisoners before 1 March of that year;7 and in October 1512 he received a pardon
from Henry VIII, when he was described as Henry Thornton or Thomtone of Playstrete,
Somerset, yeoman, pardoner or gentleman, Henry VII's keeper of Ilchester gaol.8 On 9 August
1509 he was appointed bailiff of the lordship of Curry Mallet, Somerset, and keeper of the park
there.9 Four years later, on 10 May 1513, Thornton was among several members of the Guard
who were promoted to the office of sergeant at arms, with a fee of 12d. a day.10 His name is
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included as a sergeant at arms in the lists of c.1526 headed "The king's servants in w ages'1 and
'Servants of the king with their yearly wages'.2
In 1516 Henry Thornton of Curry Mallet took a lease for 40 years of part of the estate
attached to the preceptory of Buckland, in the manor of Halse, the property of the Order of St.
John of Jerusalem,3 at a rent of £103.6s. 8d 4 This was renewed for the same period in 1521.5
The manor of Ashe, near Basingstoke, Hampshire, was granted to Thornton for 21 years
in July 1524, at a rent of £21.6 This appears to be the one exception when he received a grant
outside the county of Somerset.
In May 1521 Thornton was a juror at the indictment found at Bedminster, Somerset,
against the duke of Buckingham,7 and in May 1522 he was on the commission to enquire into
a complaint made by a mason against the prior of Taunton.8 He served on the commission of
the peace for Somerset in February 15319 and December 1532 to January 1533.10
Henry Thornton was elected to Parliament as one of two Members for Bridgwater in
1529.11 He was a controller of Customs there at the time, and on 27 December 1530 he was
granted licence to perform this office by deputy.12 Obviously, he was very active, becoming a
fairly wealthy and influential man in the county, and in 1532 he enlisted Thomas Cromwell's
support in securing the election of the new abbot of Muchelney.13 A dispute had arisen over the
election, as there was some strong opposition to the appointment of Thornton's nominee, and
Thornton's letters to Cromwell, written mostly at Buckland, clearly indicate his fear that his
status in the county was threatened.14 Although Thornton's nominee was eventually successful,
the new abbot had to pay a large sum of money for his position.15
Thornton did not live for long after this dispute was successfully concluded. His will of 1
April 1533 was proved by his son-in-law, Thomas Tymbury, on 22 April that year.16 It is
probable that the will was made in London, where the fifth session of Parliament ended on
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7 April, and he may have been a victim of the epidemic which caused the death of at least six
Members of Parliament.1
As Thornton made no mention in his will of his wife or of the daughter who had married
Thomas Tymbury, they were presumably already dead. He had married Margaret, one of the
four daughters of Thomas Copplestone and his wife Anne, of West Newton, Somerset.
Margaret had previously been the wife of William Hymerford,2 and Thornton made various
bequests to members of this family. The Hawley pedigree in Visitations of Somerset 1531 and
1573 shows a daughter of 'Thornton, sergeant at arms' married to Thomas Tymbury of Upton,
Devon3 but does not give her name. However, Thornton bequeathed the farm at Buckland to
Thomas Tymbury and his children John and Margaret,4 and another daughter, Johan, wife of
John Tuthill, received the bequest of the farm of 'Beremershe'. Johan and her children, Henry
and Cicill, were also bequeathed Henry Thornton's chain (no doubt a chain of office), valued at
£120, and all his plate, the whole to be shared equally between them. Other bequests included
13s. 4d. to the prioress of Buckland for herself and 20s. to be divided among the convent; to
Sister Alice Hymerford 13s. 4d. to pray for his soul, besides her part of the 20s.; £20 to Peter
Hymerford when he came to lawful age, and 20 marks to his sister Elizabeth Hymerford when
she married; to Elyn, maid of the King's Head, for 'dressing his meat' 4s. 4d.; to Elizabeth who
looked after him 6s. 8d. and two shirts beside her wages. In addition to items of clothing,
Henry Thornton also bequeathed a riding gelding, a gray colt, and a bay horse 'that did bear
my mail'.

Oliver Turner
Oliver Turner was a yeoman usher of the Chamber by 1496, when his name appears on a
list of Chamber personnel receiving livery of cloth for watching clothing.5 He is included on
the similar list of 1502,6 and received livery of cloth for the funeral of Elizabeth of York in
1503.7
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His appointment to the office of /gauger/ in the ports of Southampton and Poole in
December 1500,1 was confirmed by Henry VIII in July 1509.2 In June 1502, together with
Thomas Greenway, he was paid 16s. 8d. for 'riding about thieves'.
In August 1506 Oliver Turner was granted the keepership of 'the place of the earl of
Westmoreland' in London, during the minority of the earl of Westmoreland, the king7s ward.4
As early as 1503 Oliver Turner became one of the yeomen of the crown and Chamber
serving at the Tower of London, and was evidently in direct charge of this corps, since he was
paid the money for their quarterly wages.5 In addition, two payments were made to him in
the summer of 1504 for expenses within the Tower, one of £20 and the other of £30.6 Other
payments, in 1506, included £4. 9s. 8d. 'for certain things bought by the said Oliver for the
king's grace', a reward of 20s., and 20s. for the burial of Sir Thomas Green.7
His name is included in lists of yeomen at the Tower in October 1508,8 December 1509,9
and December 1511.10 In the list giving details of livery for the funeral of Henry VII in 1509,
Oliver Turner's name occurs in an unspecified group placed immediately before the officers of
the king's ordnance.11 This can be identified as the yeomen of the Chamber and crown serving
at the Tower, especially as the name of Sir Richard Cholmondeley, deputy lieutenant of the
Tower at the time, precedes that of Oliver Turner.12
Turner was one of the many royal servants who sued for a pardon at the start of Henry
Vm 's reign, when he was described as 'gentleman, vintner of London, late of the Household of

Henry VII'.13
In 1512 his name appears, together with Miles Gerard and Thomas Compton, as being
indebted to Henry VII in respect of a recognizance for William Clerk, late customer of
Sandwich.14 He may have been the 'Mr. Oliver Turner' who was entertained with several other
people at the monastery of the Holy Trinity, London, on 17 June 1514.15 In May 1516 he was on
die commission of enquiry into the ordnance of the Tower of London and vessels within its
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precincts.1 He is shown as a yeoman of the crown receiving an annuity by grant of Henry VII
in a declaration made to Henry VIII by Sir John Cutte, under-treasurer of the Exchequer, of all
fees, wages and annuities paid at the Exchequer in the last year of Henry VII's reign.2 This
was in respect of his fee of 6d. a day as a yeoman of the crown, in which capacity he also
appears in a list of officers of the Ordnance in April 1519.3
Oliver Turner had died by 6 May 1520, when his fee of the crown was granted to John
Southall.4 His will of 3 May 1520 was proved at Lambeth by his wife Eleanor on 21 May.5 In
the will he described himself as 'porter of the Tower of London ... of good memory whole and
steadfast of mind thanked be God ...', and asked to be buried in the church of the Crossed
Friars in the city of London, to which he bequeathed £5. Other bequests included 3s. 4d. to the
high altar of the parish church within the Tower for forgotten offerings, and 3s. 4d. to the high
altar of the parish church of St. Olave next our Lady of Barking. The residue of his estate was
left to his well beloved wife Eleanor. No other relatives were mentioned. The supervisor and
overseer of the will was John Scrase, citizen and vintner of London, who received a legacy of
40s. The witnesses were named as William Lowry, prior of the Crossed Friars, John Pettowe,
and Thomas Gillingham, among many others.
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