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, "rho‘tl‘luiaﬁ presenis the findings of a field study
eonducted in a small rxrural parish situsted im a
faming area that was severely affected by the
sgricsulturel depression of the second half «f the
aineteenth cemtury.

_ rm Ons is intmdushory. The developaeat of
g;rieulﬂun in E.rtfordahiro is sketched, amd a briet

outun. of urbas growth in the county ia givesm. Against
ma baokpmm. the present-day secial cempesition ef
the parish studied is deacryibed. Seme 50 per oeas of
ﬂlQ employed populstion travel to urbam areas daily.
But ia the parish itself, sgriculture is by far the
primcipal field of employmemt, amd the population is
predominantly of rural stock,
Part Twe gives a revisw, covering the past century,
of trends im demographic structure,ia migrstion, and
in the soial recruitmeast of the populatioa, The
greaster part of this review is based oa data drawa frem
originel cemsus schbdules and from marriage certificstes.
Part Thyee is concermed partly with the development 4
of the family situstion of ths working-class inhabitant,



ii

and partly with the seeial relstions obtaining
between kinmmen regident in the parish to-day. A type
of extended family orgesnizatioa is encountered among
the native farmers of the erea. Among the working-
elass section of the populatioan no semblence of familistiec
erganigation is foumd, but social relations between
glose kinsmen mevertheless coﬁstituco a ﬁtal part
of the individusl's total life.

Part Four presents an analysis of the parish's
comaualty system. The methed of amalysis used is that
of studying the nature of sll organised and semi-ergamized
leisure~time groups in thé parish, Irb "cv»ncluli.ou
arrived at are that while there have beon certain

changes in recent years, basie traditionsl values remain
important determinants of the form and structure of the

commuaity.
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PREFAGE

I have made no attempt to conc2al the identity
of the parish commnity to which this study refers.
In not glving the parish a pseudonym, I have assumed
that the interests of smyone who may read thls thesis
sre akia to my owmn in writing it, amd that readers will
trezt all information concerning imdividunals and femilies
with the respect which a field sociologist automaticslly
accords to data gsthered by himself. I d14d think it
fair to cmceal the identity of individuals as far as
possible, and have UYaken the liberty of 'scrembling*
deteils of information reported in the following pages
‘wherever this could be done without destroying their

significamce. But often this was impossible.
The suggestiom that I should undertake the study of
a rursl parish in England was first nade to me by

Professor D.V. Glass, to whom I would express my deep
gratitude for the careful comsideratioa which he haa
given %o my work whenmever I have sought his advice., Had
I done so moxre often, the possible value of ay study
would certalnly have been greater than it is.

AlShough this thesis in its present fora is not
addressed to the inhabitants of the parish studied, I
“would like %o scknowledge the help which I xeceived fyom
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thicm, as well as the wermth of the hospitality
extended by mzny persons to my wife end myself during
the veriod of my f£isld work in the com:unity.

To my wife I am deeply indebted for invaluable
scolstance in getherimg field dats ond far éharing
vith ume much lsborious clericel work.

Finally, I gratefully scknowledge a research
grout reéeived from the Central Research Fund of the
University of Lomdon to cover expenses incurred in
obtaining information from marriage certificates and
original census schedules in the cuﬁ:ody of the Registrar

General.
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INTROVUCTION
I

It 18 o strenge fact that in Britsin's planning
age therc is an extreme dearth of precise information
on the socinl effects of urbsu growtlh and technologlenl
adv:nce on rural socleby, This lack of aystematic
knowledge constitutes a serious drswbsck for the country-
planner. And it'cleariy has its own unpleasent
implications for the would-be rxrural sociologict who might
be expected to £1l11 the gap.

where does the sociologist start? For guldance on
the problems to be studied he cen turn to the scientific
monographs on rursl communities in other countries, to
general sociological theory, to English fiction and
journalism, or to the notoriously biassed English 'midile-
clasa?! stereotypes of country life. Fach of these has,
t0 a certain extent, influenced the selection of facts
gathered in the course of the fleld inguiry reported on
the fbllowing pages, But, clearly, none of the sbove

gources can shed Buch light on the sociological nature
of proaent—day rural situatians in 3ng1and.

It 1s well known that the variables influencing
English village situations sre mamy. Orwin hag probably
touched on all the major ones, when writing of rursl
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settlements in this country as follows:
*In size, they may range from hamlets of a

hundred people, or fewer, to placecs which could
be described as small townsa, with two or three
thousand inhabitants. In plan, they may vary
from the campact settlement round & village greem
or at four cross-roads, to a roadside ribbon develop-
ment of a mile or more, or to parishes without a
nucleus of sny moticeable concentrations of
population within them. There is the feudal village
clustering under the shadow of the great house, the
village in which everyone works for ome or twe big
farmers, the community of small wox;king farmers, all
of them mastermen; the mining villagej the suburban
o} domitory viilag;; . thg co;nmuni’sy ‘part agricultural
and part dependent om some locsl imdustry; the
villsge which is a tourist's place of pilgrimsge,
and others which are combinations of any of theae in
mying proportions.” 1 T |

. The existence of these variables is oommon knowledge
te n-t mslidmem. But it is precise kmledgo of |
tho tm w sociologioax d.tuatiens Merhinz the
ppmnﬂa' ms.-a willsges. of Ensln& that s nqu:},ma,

1 ?i&ﬁ P' 3~
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And until monographs on local communities are made
available, ideas of fomulating a working typology of
rural communities, or of trying to assess the influence
of particular soclological and economic varlables will
be of no avail.

It was with this belief that the present luvestigation
into one small parish comnunity was undertaken.

II
The rural parish selected for study is situated in

the North-East of Hertfordshire., For two main reasons
the view was taken that it was umimportant to select a
parish according to any fixed criteria. PFirstly, there
was, with the present lack of rural community studies,
no question of comducting am investigation which might
complement, or be compared i:o, anr existing one.l Secomdly,
the possible value of a single local study does not
depend on its being regarded as representative of a
particular universe, but rather onm its demonstrating
how various factors in the situation combine to make the
comnunity what it is.

1 B8Simce the present investigation waas started ome such
sVady has beea published. A.D. Rees, Iife a
,,CMF%»dea Univ.of Wales Press (1 ention should
alse be. to the work ef G.,Dumcam Mitchell peported
in a mumber of articles, See, e.g.'Social Digintegration
im a Rural Gemnmunity', Humem Relations, Vel,IXIT No.3. 1950,
'The Relevance of Group DVymamics to Rural Planning
Problems’ olog oview, Vol.XLIII, Sectsiosn X,1951,
and *The Parieh Coumcil an e Rural Community*,

Public Administration, Vol.XXIX, Winter, 1951,
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Thusy the choice of a parish was left to be
determined partly by chance and partly by practical
and personal coneideratiuns. These iuposed two main
requirements: that to enswre an easlly manageable fileld
gitustion the porish should not exceed 500 to 600
inhebitants, and Lhat it should be relstively accessible
from Londion, It may be added, thet the writer was =lso
prompted by a personal whim to select a perish which was
predominantly agricultural and es well-removed from towns
and main roads a8 possible while astill being nesr London.

After paying casual visits to some 30 parishes in
North-East Hertfordshire, the shoice fell on Little
tfunden, which 18 situated 25 miles from the centre of
Londons. At the time of the study in 1950, the parish
was probably as much of a rural backwater as could have
been found anywhere in Hertfordahire and, with 420
inhabitants, it was sufficiently smsll to allow its
various activities to bo watched during the ¢ourse of a

short field study,

IIX
The writer first visited Little Munden parish casuslly
in May 1950, and he lived there from July to December of
thet year. . Most of the dsta presented in thig study
were gathered during this period. It must be added, however,
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th=t in 1953 a second spell 1n the purish - 25 an
ordinory resident engazed on other work -~ enabled a
awaber of points to be cleared up.

Fbr the first few weeks of the fleld-work period,
time wogs devoted to three principal activities: obtaining
an outline account of the structure of the prrish from a
few knowledgesvle porsonsi becoming acguainted, mainly
through participation in day-to-day soclal life, with
a8 many inhabitunts as possiblej and, explaininpz the
purpose of the in uiry to anyone in the psrish who cared
to listen,

Subse.juently, a concentrated effort was made to
gather deta by a combination of whnt have come to be
loosely referred to as 'anthropologicel' and 'sociologicalt
field technijyues,

First, a census-type achedule was drswn up asking
for the following basic informetions

b) Data on occupsations and education.
¢) Formel affiliations te voluniary organizotions,
inside and outaide the parish,

(d) Femily history of residence in the parish and
present kinship affilintions there end im
neighbouring psrishes,

(e) Habits in respect to visiting nesrby tovns
and villieges.

gai Demogrephiec data,

The gempletion of this schedule for every household
in the parish was only one limited objective, so that the
procedure sdopted in spproaching familiea had to be éuoh
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as not to rule out the possidbility of coming into less
formal social contact with inhabitants. The 'shock
tactics' of the social surveyors or Gallup Poll

interviewer were avolded asfar as possible, and it was
decided that, at least in the initial stages of the

inquiry, a household would not be approached for formal
interrogation unless one of its responsible members had
Lirst been ‘met socially', and until an opportunity had
been found to explsin the purpose of the investigation
to the persons concerned. The first schedule waa
completed after six weeks in the field, and three months
later about 80 of the perish's 130 households had been
interviewed. Theresafter, it was found necessary to
spproach households moxe #irecily, and without priox
appointments and explamatioms. .0n leaving the parish,
there were eight households which, for vsrious reasous,
had not been interrogsted 'schedule in hand', dut the
greater part of the imfermation required had dy this time,
been gathered for these families through informal
gonvexrsation with ons or more members eof each,or from
hearssy, or from parish registers,

Secondly, non-statistical data on the nature of
interpersonal and intergroup relations in the parish were
gathered in a serles of formal interviews and informsl
conversations with akl subjects who were willing to pespond.
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The ap:roach used in gathering date varied according to

the occasion, Persons who took an interest in the study
were first asked for their own genernlizstions on

varioua aspeets of socisl relati.aus in the prrish,

Text they were nsked to gquote detwsiled exnuples in

support of thelr stotementsz, and such luterviews invardebly
developed into topical discussiong. Flnally,those some
persons, and a larger number of others, were nsked o
describe thelr own relotions with, and attitudes towsrds,
particular groups and persons.

Much of this type of interviewing was conducted
whenever and wherever an gppropriste occasion presented
itself, whether this might be in a pub, trevelling to nnd
and from town on the parish bus, st a casual nmeeting on
the roesdside, or in a private home., while the lntervicws
were 'free' in the sense that the investilgator wos
prepered to listen to accounts of any interpersonsl or
intergroup incidents end situstions, the accounts expected
and souzht were of relations between, and attitudes
towards, the following particular groups and invidusals:
‘the gentry', 'the farmers', 'the villagers', ‘these
town psople' (i,9, middle-class townsmen residing in the
parish), *the paréon', Ythe aéhaolmaater'. famlly aembers,
xinsmen, snd neighbours. |

It i3 hardly necesssxry to say that the asbove method
of gsthering data camnot lesd to exhaustive analyses of
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specific problems of intergroup and interpersonal relations,
But, on the other hand, the method does allow an
investigator to gain an insight into the community
gituation as a whole in a comparatively short time,
Thirdly, deta on the organized and semi-organized
gocial 1ife of the parish were accumulated through day=to=
day participation, as well as through interviews with
persons in key positions in the parish and in particulsrxr
voluntary organizations, The specific objectives in

gathering data on formal voluntary organizations were to
ascertain the level of participstion in parish activities,
the degree of 'class mixing?!, the pastterm of leadership,
and the extent to which social status is reflected in
formal activities,

v

Eerly during the course of the field work,the church
registers of marrisges, baptisms, and burials were studied
in @ oursory way. Initislly, the intention was to do nd
more them t0 gather such data as might de useful for the
purpose of sketohing the parish's social history, It
became apparent, however, that the marriage registers
provided materisl which could well be used for systematic

enalyses bearing om social amd demographic trends in the
commanity over the past ceatury, But the samples previded
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by the registers of Tdttle Munden pnrish on its own
were too small to warrant astetistiecsl trestment, Dasta
were therefore gathered from the marris;e resisters of
geversl neichbourin; porishes 80 as to incrense the size
of the sample to be analysed, “ith the progress of this
analy:is, effoxrts were ~lso mnde to reconstruct the
developaent of the soclal structure of the norish with
data drswn from additionsl sources = published census
reports, origiunal consus schedules, the minute books of
parish orzanizstious, the recollections of elderly natives
of the érea, Kelly's directories, snd genersl documenta
and publicstions referring to the porish or its area,

As & result, a more complete plcture of the parish's
trends of development than had initislly been aimed at

began to emerge, and this picture appeared to be of
distinct velue in explaining the historical process by

which the compunity assumed its present form, It will
be scon thet an etliempt has been made to describe various
agpects of Litth Munden's structure snd composition in
19% against the background of its historical development,
-Inevitably, there are large gaps in the msterisl, 1In
some chapters a trend of change is traéed over 100 or 150
years. In others, it hes only been possible to compare the
present situation with a general picture - sometimes
insdequate in 1tself - referring to the laste nineteenth
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century. It 1s belleved, howevar, thet in gpite of
these gaps snd insdequacies, the data serve to show

the way in which different vsrisbles hsve influenced the
community studied,



THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE OF A HERTFORDSHIRE
PARISH; A STUDY IN RURAL COMMUNITY.

Thesis submitted in fulfilment of the
requirements for the degree of Ph.D.

by

V.G, Pons.

IONDQN UNIVERSITY, 1955
(School of Ecomomics)



PART ONE



CHAPTER ONE
A GIANCE AT THE DEVEILOPMENT OF HERTFORDSHIRE

The county of Hertfordshire, sometimes referred to
a8 London'n country neighbour, has a mixed character.
Prior to this century it was noted mainly for two things,
namely, its advanced system of agriculture, and its large
number of country houses inhabited by wealthy persons.
To-day, the greater part of Hertfordshire is an integral
part of the Greater London area. The county's south-weastern
boundary, which is at some paints no tnrthor than 12 miles
from the centre of the capital, runs through a sone of
cantinnnus urban development, wpilo its northgggstorn
areas, adjoining Essex and Cambridgeshire, andﬂlying some
20 %o 40 miles frxom the centre of the icfiopplis, are
8t1ll malnly agricultural, and remain typically rural in
sppearance. Between the rural Noxrth-East and the urban
qod suburban Seuth-West of the county, the relative
-importence of industrial, residemtial, nnd lsricnlturnl
_development varies oonaiderably, but the transition seen
‘88.088 travels from the Seuth-West to the North-East is
Ro% SX:AYsndy as would be expested if distance from the
capital were the sole major variable; d*hmsh preximity
to Londen 1'- aid ‘has for 'y lon; time been, an important
dotu-nln:!.ns inﬂ.ugpcc on m ooememy of all parts of

i
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Hertfordshire, a number of other factors have combined
to endow the county with a complex pattern of towns
and villages. It would be difficuit to describe
the interaction of these factors in a few pages and no
attempt will be made to do so here; our object is simply
to convey an impression of the changing character of
Hertfoxdshire over the past century or more, so that the
parish of Liftle Munden and its immediate environs may be
viewed in their regional setting,

Agriculture

For hundreds of years prior to the important
changes which took place in the second half of the
nineteenth century, Hertfordshire was famous as a
corn-growing district. The county's soil is not
particularly fertile, ! but proximity te Londen greatly
stimulated its cereal cultivation in days when |
transportation was poorly developed and costly. Walker's
account of the county in the late eighteenth century
states that Hertfordshire 'is justly deemed the first and
best corn county in the kingdom',? that 'by far the
except shat

greatest part (is) adapted te tillage,
is resexved for pleasure in the parks of gnntlcmon',3 and

.%o soil fertility, but the areas of hi
s0il (e.g, the Lee Valley) are small. According to
the 1941-43 'natural fertility' classification of
counties, Hertfordshire is one of the least fertile
in England and Wales. National Farm Survey of and
and Wales (1941-43), Minlstry of Agriculture and

O0ries, H.u.s.o. (19“‘6).

Op.cit.p.12
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that 'the fields have been constantly under pleugh
time out ef mind’',l Indeed, the writings ef Ellis
subply ample evidence that Hortfordshiro farmers had been
very energetic and progressive im their work long befere
they were visited by walker; in the first years of the
aineteenth century Iouné comaented that, at the time of
Bllis £1732), the sgriculture of the county had already
taxzived e a cersain degres ef perfection, then auperior
to the rest of England',” and the wepert of o modern
economic survey pays an eloquent tribute te the pre~l?732
farmers in seying that 'so far a3 the mamagemens of soil
and orop is concermed, there is little ‘he (Bldis) could
learn from the present generation of fame.ra'.q" :

Early advances inm farming methods, and the emimence
of tho_"eiu'ﬁty s a com-producins aArea, were accempanied
by the development of a medern aystem af agricultural
orgenization, and we find that, by the beginning
of the oightc'onth century, Hertfordshire was very largely
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enclosed, except for certain areas in the exireme North.l
And such common fields as remained at that time were,
'‘mostly by agreement among the owners and occuplers,
cultivated nearly in the same way as in an enclosed state'.2
Judging from scattered evidence, it can be said
that the *'typical' Hertfordshire farmer of the first
half ef the minetesnth century was a tenant,3 an.
employer of labouz,g and the eacupler of a farm that
could be referred to as small to medium in siza.5
From the mid-nineteenth century onwards farming
in Horttordsh;re underwent some important changes.
Firatly, the extension of railways partly rebbed the .
county's corn fields of the advantage they had fer

1 Many of the parliementary enclosure awards for
Hertfexdshire were made camparatively late (in
the nineteenth century), but these awards
frequently applied enly te small strips ef common
land, and the greater part of farming land had
been effectively enclesed long before the awards
were made.

2 Welker, Op.cis., :

3 Arxrthur Young was struck by the sbsence of ewner-
. oecupiers in Hertfordshire. *Ia the mere eastern
~ counties', he wrote, 'the farmers have been very
- ocasiderable purchasers of land; a cireumstance

~ %hat has not hsppened except in very few instances
4% Hextferdshire?. opr“tvpvuo s

4 The 1831 Census revealed that 79,2 per cent of
Her$feordshire farmers were empleyers of labour as
against 58,4 per cent in England snd Wales,

5 1Im 1804 Yeumg estimated that 'the sisze most commen
is from 150 te 400 acres', and Caird, writing in 1851,

estimated the average -sise as 200 agres,  See Yeung,
Op.cit.p,23, and J.Caird, English Agriculture 1850°%1,
Lenden, (1852).
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centuries enjoyed by virtue ef their preximity te

Londen. Secondly, the arrival in Britain ef

American wheat in the 18708 and 18808 led te a

serious decline in argble farming, Over the course

of the ﬁars, cereals icro virtually replaced by

livestock as the Hertfordshire farmer's chief

source eof incom.l The change was gradual, but may

e deemed te have centimued uninterrupted, except

fer a Semperary reversal at the time of the first
world war, till the outbreak of the second werld war.
The collapse of cereal famming, coinciding as it aid
with incressing demands from London and frem the
county's own urban centres for produce that could not
easily be transported ever long distances, led te the
develepment, in seme parts of Hertfordshire, eof
agricultural heldings specialising in dairying, péultry
farming, market gardening, and glasshouse cultivation.
But ever the greater part of the ceunty, including the
North—Easf, conditions were met particularly suitable
fer s high degree of spscialisatiem, with the result

| tilit the la;]ority of farms remained general holdings.
ronoung on the sgricultural subsidies ef 1939, there
was a npid roturn te cereal faming, and the continuation

b

1 XEcemomic '_s_m‘ urvey of Hertferdshire Agriculture, Op.oi.
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of the war-time sgricultural poelicy up till the present
time has caused the position to remain fairly stable
since 1945.

During the past 100 years there have, of course,
been impeértant developments in the organization of
fdmi_ng, We shall refer to some of the changes later
im eutlining the history of Little Munden's immediate
em In lyito eof changes in farm organization,
however, the 'typical® Hertfordshire farmer of to-day is,
as he was in the early nineteenth century, a tenant who
occupies a small to medium-sized farm, and a capitalist
who depends on hired rather than family labour,

The Groewth of U ation
Lacking any important mineral wealth, and remote

from iron and ceal depesits, Hertferdshire was little
affected by the Industrial Revelution of the eighteenth
century, and modern urban growth in the county virtually
dates back me further than early Victorism days. Thus,
in !.Bil.* when the ogunty had a populstion eof Just

uader 150,000, olose en a half ef its aduls men were
stil) engaged in agriculture, either as farmers er
labsuxera, and a quite negligible preportion were
employed im mamufacturing industries. Next te
agriculture, ssrvice industries clasimed the largest
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TABLE I OCuUPATIONAL CL&J‘%IFIOATIOK OF ADUIZ

Number  Percenmtege

Farm eccupiers 1,917 S5¢d . 7
Labourers employed

in sgriculture 14,700 42,1
Eaployed in manufacture ‘

oxr in meking machinery 290 0.8

Empleyed in retail Srade
or in handicraft as. ’
masters or workmem = . 99426 - 27.0

Capitaliats, bankers,
professional and other

educated men 1,429 4,1
ﬁ?ﬁ&?ﬁ:t":ﬁmﬁ& 4,101 1.8
Servants 1,161 3.3
Others | 1,886 5.4
TOTAL | 34,910 100.0

Source: 1831 Census of England and Wales.

proportion of the labour ferce, maeinly as tradesmen
and craftsmen. (See Tablo I)

. An snalysis of the 1831 census data cunvey: 8
pieturb of tho conponition, in torns of rural and
n!bal nnttlcmonts, of the county at that tino. (See
Table II} :0f 139 sebtlements (i.e. parishes, except
in the case ef mumicipal bereughs), enly 24 had a
population exceeding 1500 persons, and none excecded
6000 inhabitants, while appreximately ene half ef all



-8~

inhabitants in the county were living in settlements
with s population of less than 1500 persens, As
weuld be expected, there was a tendency for the sisze
of a settlement te be asseciated with its propertien
of men engaged in agriculture. Thus, in the smallest

PABIE II HERTFORDSHIRE SETPLEMENTS (PARISHES AND
« MUNICIPAL BOROUGHZ) IN 1851
- Perecent
of Mean
g:Full- » Iongf ne.ef Mean
, on no,of men men rcent-
Size ef inhgbit- cnéagod sngage g;o :?
settle- ing in in men
ment settle- sgricul- agricule~ engaged

(Ne.of |No.of ments of ture per +ture per in
inhabit- settle—~ different settle~ settle~ agricul-

ants) ments sizes me nt ment ture
Under |
200 15 1.2 245 5«9 80.7
200-399 27 Se4 5247 18.8 73.7
a00-599 27 9.6 79.1  47.0  62.7
600-799 14 6.9 114.0 58,8  65.9
800-999 12 7.6 135.7 82.4 62,2
1000-1199 12 9.1 168.9 99. 4 63.0
1200~1499 8 7.6 180.8 162.6 52.7
1500-2999 13 17.7 326,1 419.2 43.8
2000-6000 11 25+0 312,0 . 787.Q 28,6
All settle~
ments 139 100,1 119,23  131,6 47,6

Source of datas 1831 Census of Engladd and Wales
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settlements, 80.7 per cent of all adult males were
either farmers or farm workers, whereas in those with
several théusand inhsbitants only 28.6 per cent of the
men were engaged in agriculture. There was, howevgr,
littlo variation in the prepertion of agricultural
workers in settlements of medium size (400-1200
inhabitantl), and this suggests that what might be
tornod thc 'ltandard' rural community ef the times
varied fairly oonuiderably in numbers. Small parishes
(i.e., those with populations of less than 400 porsonn)
were apparently unable to support the same preopertion af
non-agricultural personnel as the 'atandard' or nodiun-—
sized settlements, but 1t was only whan tho population
paaned the 1200-pcruon mark, that a settlement tcnded teo
devolop distinctivo u:ban fumcticn. uncexmon in tho
'standard’ pari:hes. - '

 Altogether the county ﬁadviz centres with a
pepulation of over 1200 perso::?h Of these 'largo'
settlements, 18 were recognised nanket town:, seme also
boing centres of industries connocted with as:iculture,
lﬁcﬁﬂab malting and brewing (e.g. Ware and Reyston).

Mest of the narkct towns and a number ef thc large
villasca lqy on one or other af the aovoral sreat roada
which travorlod tho county oen thoir‘way fran London te
the Midlands, the Nerth ef Englend, snd Bast Anglia, and
_ thari can be little doubt that the size ef such: centres
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was aoceunted for, to 2 significant extent, by their
respective situations on coaching routes. As early
as the sixteenth century Nordem had commented that
Hertfordshire 'is much benefited by thorrow-fares to
and from London Northwardes » (which) maketh the
markets to bee the better furnished with such

necessaries, as are requisite for Inmes, for the
entertainment of treuxylers',’ smd a number of writers
made similar observations in the eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. But the first apprecisble signs
of medera urban growth only came after the construction
of railway lines through the ceunty from the 1830s
eawards. The eutstanding exsmple of a town that grew
rapidly a5 a result of such external stimulation is
Watfexd, which.vus destined to lie on the London-Birmingham
railwey line opened in 1837, Im 1831, Watford had a
pepulation of 5,2933 in 1881 it tetalled 15,507, and
by 1911 it had 40,939 inhabitants. Few of the 'large!
centres eof 1831 developed as rapidly as Watford, dut most
¢f them experienced marked grewth before the end of the
nineteenth century.

It weuld, however, be an ever-simplifiscstion of the facts
to regard Hertfexdshire's nineteenth-century urban growth as

1 John Noxrdem: "4 Desc!
(Reprinted 190%)," W
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resulting entirely frem the county's lecation im relation
te london's roads and rallways. Dickinson has shown
that a measure of concentratien of pepulation and urban
fynctions 'during the course of the mnineteenth century
was marked evea in the egricultural ceunties of East
Angliu,l and doubtless the developments 1n' Hertfordshire
were partly the outcome of the county's particular
situation on the periphery of Lendon, and partly ef
the general material progress of the times.

The extent of urban growth in the county prier te
the twentieth century is shown in Table III. From
1831 ‘to; 1901, the aumber of uttleiqnbl with populations
exceeding 3000 rese from 11 te 22, and the proportion of
the tetal pepulation inhabiting such settlements from
35 por‘ qent to 64 por cent. On looking at the tablo-
in snother way, we see that while the abselute mumber
of inhebitants in the county nearly doubled over the 70
years preceding 1901, the number of persons h\hébiting
centres with a population exceeding 1200 ngo thn
| doublad, and the number of persons 1nhnb1t1ng settlements
with popnlationl of under 1200 drepped slightly.

A slnco at the 1947 ﬁguren in the same table
(Table IIX) night suggest no more than that the

1 R.B, Dickinsom: (i egion, and Regional
(1947) Chap,3, sa, Lendon,
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nineteenth century trends ¢f urban growth had cetinued

up till recent times at a fairly steady pace.

It can

be seen, for example, that since 1901 the number of

centres with pepulatiors exceeding 3000 persens has risea

TABLE II1 ‘ggﬁgﬁATION AND SIZE OF SETILENMENTS IN
: ] 1 ']

Percentage
Distribution distribution
of the of the
pepulation by population,
Distribution of size of settle-~ by size ef
Size eof settlements, ment inhabited settlement
soettlemsnt by size (in thousands) inhabited
1831 1901 1947 1831 1901 1947 1831 1901 1947
0=400 52 51 43 9 11 10 6 4 2
400-1200 65 58 849 a7 42 34 33 16 6
1200~3000 21 21 19 36 40 37 26 16 6
3000=-6000 11 14 12 50 64 48 35 25 8
6000-10000 - 3 & - 23 22 - 9 5
10000-20000 - 4 12 - 50 17 - 19 30
2000040000 - 1 5 - 27 13 - 11 23
30000-80000 =’ - 2 - - m5 - - 20
TOTAL 139 152 146 142 257 577 100 100 100

Source of 1831 and 1901 datas Censuses ef England
7 and Wales,

Seurce of 1947 data:
‘of Couky

Survey, Repert, amd is
Development Plans Hertfordshire (1951),

The 1947 pepulation figures given in this velume
are ostimates.
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from 22 to 35, and that 84 per cent of the population
in 1947 were inhsbiting towns of 3000 or more as against
64 per cent in 1901, But under the conditions of easy
daily movement that have developed since 1901, statistical
distributions of the kind examined above cease to have the
same significance, and the fact is, of course, that
Hertfordshire 18 now virtually a single labour market,
and even, to a considerable extent, a segment of the

Londom market, All towns in the ceunty draw substantial

" elements of their working populations from beyond their

ewn boundaries, and all settlements - rural or urbam -
huie & greater eor smaller proportion of persens who either
work in London er travel daily te one or other ef the
county's oewn centres of employment.

The urban grewth processes ef the past half-century
were, of courio, complex, but three main types of
development mey be distinguished for desoriptive purposes,
Pirstly, the 'natural' process of urban concentration
which started in the nineteenth century has continued at
sn ever-imncreasing rate. Secondly, Hertferdshire towns
have received much 'spontanecus overspill’ of industry
and people frem Londen. Thirdly, there was 'planned
overspilling' from the capital (i.e. the eatablishment
of Garden Cities and New Towns). ‘'Natural' growth has
affected all the nineteenth century towns in the county.
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Growth as a result of 'spontaneous overspill’ from
London took place, understandably enough, principeslly
in the previocusly established urban centres in the
southern half of the county, snd ‘plamned overspilling'
chiefly along the important north-south railway line
which divides the county into two almost equal halves,
‘ Most of the urban centres of the county to-day perform
a”co?lp‘lo‘x} of industrial, market-town, and residential or
dormitery functions. At the same time, the towns ususlly
have one or two dominant characteristics acquired in the
oo@t,‘:mo of development, and it is possible te clazaify
caéh accordinsly. The principal runctionsf'ot towns with
populltionl omoeding 6,000 inhsbitants are shown on the
acgg;,lp_amﬂng nap.]' It can be seen that while the
mj.dcntial settlementmare found principally in the south
of the cmty, both market towns and industriel centres
are rolativel:'r well dispersed. Commonly,. two or. more
urban areas are situated close to each other, ud sometimes
they ferm an ares of contimuocus develepment. Moreover,
there is s sit‘rong&' f;hdchci for groups of towns to be
m-rdopondent for varioua ucial, mmtiml. |
oduoatim.l, and ocoupaﬂoul mda

1 th ohuiﬁcaxion shown is thog one gi.vcn ia tho




in the county is now engaged in agriculture,

TABLE IV INDUS‘I‘RIAL GLASSI]‘IOATION OF PERSONS

Only 8,7 per cent of the total population working

1 ana the

Kumber Per oent'

Extractive Industriess

Agriculture 20,030 8.7
Other 606 0¢3

Intermediste manufactures

Chenicsals, paint,

and oil _ _ 9,327 4,0

Other 2,922 1.3
Capital Goods manufacture:

Engineering 18,284 8,0

Vehicles and aircrsft 15 »030 7.0

Other ‘ « 8'350 3.7
Consumer Geods manufactures . :

rapor and printing 15,699 6.8

drink, tobacce 74052 2.0

Etothing 4,635 2.0

QOther 13,488 5.9
Servigcess .

Distridbution - : 22,138 9.7

Bullding 19 881 8.7

Pransport and cemmunications 10,197 4,5

Other 60 2326 26,4

TOTAL 228,941 100,0

Sourte: Survey, Report, and Analysis ef
County Development Plan, Hertfordshire (1951).

1

The ebselute number of persons empleyed im sgriculture
ia sotually considerably g‘tm in 1831
bt this u uiaz aocMc far by growth of of the
:g:cm:l.ud gles indnstry in the Ise Valley in
st of the count

1.:“-1::.“21 httd Sy mtu Har:;ble glyes
agc on rsons ordshiro
and not of persons gs’id«t in the ceunty. !
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only extensive area which remains predominantly rural

in terms of population density and size of settlements,

is found in the North-East, where a rough circle, formed
by the towns of Royston, Bishops Stortford, Ware, Hertford,
Stevenage, and Letchworth encloses some 50 country parishes,
But even within this circle, all village settlements are
partly 'dormitories' for the adjacent towns, for the urban
areas in central and south-west Hertfordshire, and for
London itself. Although census and employment-exchange
statistics cannot be used to ascertain precisely the
occupational structure of the rural North-Bagt as a whole,
an examination of the available dsta would suggest that
approximately one half of this area's total working
population travels to town daily,l and that about one third

of the population working within the area is engaged in
sgriculture.

1 For exsmple, in the employment exchange of Buntingford,
which lien'in the North-Eastern sector of the county
and which contains no urban centres, only 19 per cent
of the inhebitants are working withln the boundaries
of thet employment exchange, whereas the proportion
of employed to resident population is 36 per cent in

the county as a whole. See County Developuent Plan,

Op.cit. p.A7.



CHAPTER TWO

INTRODUCTION TO THE PARISH OF LITTLE MUNDEN

. %he parish of Little Munden, which cevers an ares

of 1774 gores, falls in an area of undulating countryside
characterised by small villages and hamlets. The parish
itself comprises three distinct nucleated settlements,
pamely, Dane BEnd, Hsultwiek, and Green End. About 80
per cent of the total population of 420 men, women and
children live in these hsmlets, and the balance inhabit
soattered homesteads, few ¢f which lie more than half a
mile from ome or other of the settlements.

' Po the townsian passing by cesually, Little Munden
presents & plessing rural scene which is only marred by
twe rows of uniform council houses ~ ene in Dsne End and
one in Haultwick. Apart from these snd a few other
signs of modernity such as overhead telephone wires,
macadamized romds, snd a few television Werisls, the parish
can be little different in genersl eutward appesrance to
whst 1t was a century sge.

"' fhe local bus conductors refer te the parish as 'Dead
End' - ‘a psrody of Dene End, - but the evidence suggests
thak it 1s ne ‘wore ‘dead’ than any other parish of its

size in the area. Amongst its services and smenities it

counts & church, ax elementary school, twe small shops
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(one with a post office), four public houses, a geod
,].).O!.I'iﬂh hall, cricket end football fields, two public
telephone bootp_n, and am old ferge which now funstions
mainly as a motor Service station with two petrol
pﬁﬁps. The parish has a parsoen, a school master amd an
assistant school mistresa. In addition it has a nurse
and & peliceman, but these two, though resident in the
pariah,‘ serve wider areas covering Little Munden and
‘ gevexal adjoining parishes.

Little Munden is situated im the North-Eastern
sector ef Hertfordshire, 25 miles from the centre of
London and 6 miles north of the twin towns of Hertford
and Ware on which 1t is principally dependent for
shopping and service facilities. ‘I'wo busy mein roads
‘skirt the parish's envirens. The AI road from London
to the Nerth ef &glénd passes 5 miles to the west, and
the less important Lomdon-Cambridge road 2t miles to
the east but these have little or no direct influence
en the parish. Ne fewer than six motor reads lead in
and out af the parish, though none of these forms part
of a direct route between any two towns in the area, and
there is comparatively 14ttle passing traffic, |

- A'bus service, which passes threush the parish
-approximstely every two heurs from 6 a.m. to 8 p.m,, links
Iitkle Mundén to Hertford and Ware, as well as to the
towhs of Stevemage and Letchworth, seme 8ix to eight
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miles to the north-west. The bus is, however, far from
being the only ﬁeans of transport to the local towns;

32 per cent of Iittle Munden's 130 families are owners

of moter-cars or motor-cycles, and bicycles are cemmonly
used for travelling back and forth by large proportions

of young people and of adult men, Cars are owned by all
the upper-class families and all the farmers, and by
three-quarters of the 'urban middle-clsss' families, while
one villager er working-class family out of every ten hss

either a car or motor-cycle.

The Hamlets

The layout of the parish is shown in the msp on the
following page. A particular feeture, which is rather
unusual for the area, is that the church end the scheol
gre not situasted in a village or hamlet but in 'ne man's
land' at a point where reads from Dane End, Haultwick, and
Green End meet.

The principal characteristics of the diatinct
settlements in the parish are as follows:

Dane End is the gateway to Little Munden. Situated
in the south of the parish and on the road to Hertford
and Ware, it is the only one of the%fhxnc hamlets to lie
on thg%bda route which, for nnmbers of local inhabitants,
is th@uprinoipgl link with the nearby towns, With a
population of 218 persons, conpaisiné 59 households,

Dane End is alse the largest hamlet. In or clese teo it,
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are located one shop (with the parish post office), the
parish hall, the football field, the foryge, one public
house, and a telephone booth. With the exception of

30 council houses, practically all the dwellings,

including the homestesd of one of the larger farms, form
part of a single estate, whose owner is nominally recognised
as the squire of the parish. The manor house lies close

to this hamlet, ’

Haultwick is situsted in the extreme north of the
parish, about one and a half miles from Dane End, and a
mile from the church and the school. With a population
of 90 persons, comprising 36 households, it is the second
largest hamlet. It has a shop, two public houses, a
telephone booth and a post box. Most of its dwellings,
and the land whick surrounds it,have for centuries been
owned either by non-resident landlords or by a few small
owner—occuplers, It contains the homesteads of two
small farms and has eight council houses, In recent
decades a few middle~-class townsmen have bought either
cottages or land for building houses there. '

Green End is the smallest hamlet with 47 inhabitants
and 15 households. It has a public house and a post box,
and the cricket field is situated close to it, but it
has no shop, mno public telephone, and no council houges,
Close to the hamlet there is a country house, owned by
its occupier, who is also the owner of half a dozen of
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the cotiages and of a few acres of land, The rest of
the hullot, imludlns one of the parish's large farmhouses,
fomsyart of the Dane End Betate.

| Th. dnnings in the parish whish are not lituntod
u or close to one of the above hamlets 1nc1udo the
mcoxy, thn scbeol house, five farm houses, two country
h&unel and about a dosen cottanges.

In IAttle Munden, Dane fnd is generslly referred te
a‘."thu‘ ﬂllago', aiad is often froquented by persons
living in Green End end Haultwick, partly becsuse it is
on tlw road to Hertford and ware,and partly ea cocount
of its slightly wider rangs of services. Throughout the
mmn century and up till the 1920s, however,
Haultwick wes mere populous then, aml just as isportant
a oentre as, Dane End., Haultwick then had its ewn
blacksmith's shop, and was the teminus for the cexrier
carts that linked the parish to Hertford. But when the
bullding of counsil houses was started early in the 1920s,
Dane ind recelved the larger quota and was eamarked by
the Rural Distriot Council as the site for the bullding
of further houses in the futuwre. The main resson for
this sppeers to have besn Hsultwiok's ecemperstive
Wu. ~ Abaut the same time, a parish
cmmmaumwmznmzuntu
tmdum&mmﬁﬁ&hm&tﬁ
new building thnuu be phcod next te the church and the
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school.

Oemecurrently with the growth of Dane Eml, the
importance of Haultwiock waned as a result of the
increasing use of bicycles and motor-cars; inm the
deys when most imhabitants circulated sbout the parish
on foot, the people in Green End sometimes made use
of Hanltwick's services which were then more asccessible
to them then were the services in Dane Xnd, (Cf Map 7.21)
Po-dsy, however, Green End inhsbitgnts seldom visit
Haultwick; there 1s no dlrect road between the two
hemlets, snd the footpath which links them is presctionlly

usused.
014 inkhabitaats recall that in yesaxs game by the

spiris of rivelry between hsmlets was keen. Imhabitants
took pert in many commumity sstivities as members of their
respective hamletss. Childrea wsed %o group themselves

into hamlet teams in playing games and it was custemary

for persons %0 seat themselves in different parts of the
Church ascordiag M thelr plases of residemce. Furtherwore,
the secisl as.ma&:im.: hamlets were sufficiemtly
mrked te e tsken inte sscoum$ im the formsl organizations
of the parhh.l

1 Per examp s of the 1914 Baste
zhat.mxlzﬂ tt%: pr ples ladd &vn by t&vi::grmcord

“4in preposiag the fermmtion of s Parochisl Chuwrch Cowneil
was one ‘that the coumncil should be representative of all
localities in the parish.’ '
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Under present-day eonditions of easy and rapid
movement between the hamlets, amdi to nearby towns, the

layout of the parish imbto three distinct setilements
has lost much of its fommer social significance. An

inhabitant of, 8sy, Hasultwick is, of course,still likely
to be in casual combact with a resident of the same

hamlet more often than with a person living in Green

End or Dane End, But the sense of 'belonging*' to bne

or other hamlet -~ the sense of 'we', the Haultwick people,
and 'thqt),the Green End or Dane BEnd people - has declined
over cent decades. One rarely hears sentiments of
rivalry expressed between inhabitents of dlfferent hamlets,

snd the old custom of seating omsself in Church according
to one's place of residence is enly observed by a handful

of elderly folk,
Lead_snd Dwellings

Some two-thirds of Iittle mndon's 1774 acreas and
42 out of its 130 dwellings fall on the Dane End Estate,
whose present owner is the geventh inheritor since the
property was last sold mearly 150 years ago. Of the
remaining 88 hsbitations in the piriah. 38 are houses
owned by the Rural District Omnu ud erected from the
19208 onwards, amd 50 are the rropem either of private
owDe TS, mt»w whom are mot lecal resideamts, or of

organizatioas. cm 8% the Church (which owns the Rectory
and the scheol house), various breweries (which owa the

four public houses) emd the Ooud;y Council (which owns the
aurse's cottage). Table T 1ists dwellings eof Aiffereat
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types in the parish accerding to how they are held by
their inhsbitants, and distinguishes between Hstate and
athof property. The list helps to convey a glebal
impression of the conditions under which Little Munden

householders eccupy their dnoilings; It can be seen

TABLE I LITTLE MUNDEN DWELLINGS,1950
Estate Property Other Property Total Per cent
Owner- The manor house 3 Country houses
eccupled 2 Farn hemesteads n
4 Cottage~type 19 14,6
dwellings .
9 Medium-sized
houses
Pied* 7 Cottage~type 6 Cottage-~type
Tenure dwellings dwellings
'tiod' to 'tied' to
nt at employment at
the manor house country houses
or the estate other tham the
manor house
12 Cottage~t 6 Cottage~type 28 29.2
dwellings let dwellings
to farmers and 'tied' te
used for their farm work
workers
4 dwolli ]
'tioé'ngo
public houses
3 Misc. (Rectory,
scheeol house
and nurse‘'s
cottage)
*Free' 4 Farm homesteads 3 Farm homesteads
Tenure 16 Cottage-type 10 Cottage-~type
d!blling dwellings 73 56,2
2 Medium-sized 38 Council housexs
houses
TOTAL 42 88 130 100,0
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that only 19 out of the 130 dwellings are owned by their
occupiers. Thirty-eight are 'tied',l sand 73 are held
in *free' (as opposed to 'tied') tenure. This situation
is one which h@s changed appreciably during the paat
thirty years, principally through the building of 38
*free' houses by the Rural District Council. In 1920
some two=-thirds of the householders in the parish were
inhebiting estate property and a similar proportion were
living in 'tied' accommodation. Partlcular attention is
drawn to this contrast over time because the dhange‘is one
which has an obvious bearing on the important'question
of the influence of both squire snd farmer on the life
of tha parish. |

‘The ono-third of the parish land thet does not fall
within.the Estnto 1s alse much divided in ownership. ZEach
of ‘the three cauntry houses (additional to the manor house)
forms part of a property comprising some tens of acres of
gardons, pleasuro grounds and woodlands, while the two
smallest farms in the parish are owned by their eccuplers.
The remsinder of the land that is not ewned by the squire,
is, with very minor exceptions, owned by non-resident
landiords, and, like the greqter part of the Batate, is
let to local farmers.

1 1.0. inhadited in conjunction with the holdiag ct a
particular jnb or positian in the parish.
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Farms and farmers.

There are nine farms which fall wholly or largely
in Iittle Munden parish., In size, they vory considerably:
two are under 50 acres in extent, two are between 50 and
100 acres, one 1s between 100 and 200 acres, one between
200 snd 300 acres, two are between 400 and 500 scres, and
one is between 500 and 600 acres,

We noted earlier that the two smallest farms are owned
by thelir occéupiers., Of the seven tenant farmers, four
(the occupiers.of the three largest and of the fifth
largest farms in the parish) hire all or most of their
lands from the local squire, In sddition, their own
homes and practically all the cottages which they sub-let
to their workers are Estate property. The three farmers
who are tenants of non-resident lendlords also hire the
greater part of their farmgs as whole units. Here and
there, however, a single field or farm cottage may de
held by a farmer from a second landlord.,

None of the larger farms 18 an entirely compact unit,
and the general impression one gains of the physical
layout and structure of the farms 1is of diversity and

c‘mﬁiciérab\l'_c‘vaﬁ'ation from one to another.l

1 The writer did not set out to study farms as such, but
general observations led him to the conclusion that, in
80 far as the lay-out of farms 1s concerned, there 1sa
quite striking similarity between conditions in the
Iittle Munden area amd those reported in detail of am
Oxfordshire area in 1943. B8ee Country Planning, The
Agricultural Ecenom%cl Insg}tute, 5.6.P.. (Ignﬁi

esearc
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With the exceptions of the smallest and the third
smallest farms, which are speclalised dalry and fruit-
growing undertakings respectively, all may be termed general
or mixsd holdings. Under the agricultural conditions
prevailing since 1939, cereals constitute the principal
gource of income for the occuplers of the mixed farms,

It is well known that agriculture experienced a war
and post-war boom, and the farmers are now seen by the rest
of the population as a wealthy and dominant section of
the community. 'The farmers are the emperors round here®,
a prefessional middle~class man explained, 'the gentry
dom't come into it any more. No one knows what the farmers
make, and they don't know themselves. When the war cume
they all made momey without any effort, and since then
they've not looked back.’

But ‘'the farmers' mun%?go thought of as a dlscrets
layer in the socisl hierarchy of the community. Rankings
by & few Little lfunden inhabitants reveal that some of
the parish's larger farmers are thought of as the social
equals of lower-grade professional men. (None of the
rankers would agree to place any local farmer on a par
with an 'average' doctor or lawyer.) Amd the smaller

farmers are regarded as eccupying lower positions.

eunt houses and upper—-class
8

Up ¢ill 1912, Iittle Munden had two °*big houses', The
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first of these was the manor house, owned and occupied
since the early nineteenth century by descendants of a
family with century-old traditions as landowning gentry-

in the North of Fngland. The second house salso formed

part of the Estate; it had at one time (circa 1840) been
occupied by the squire's brother but, by 1912, aad a long
history of being let to strangers for periods of a few
years on end, In 1912, two changes took place. Firstly,
the second house referred to above was s0ld to a wealthy
merchant who took up residence there, though he had no
previous connections with the parish. Secondly, a large
farm-house was bought, also by strangers, and rebuilt to
become the third 'big house® in the parish, In 1924, the
ranks of the gentry received further reinforcements when
the Church decided to build a small Rectory - better suited
to the style of life of most twentieth century parsons than
the spacious dwelling in which local incumbents had hitherto
been housed - and the 0ld one, which was sold to relatives
of the sguire's family, became the fourth af the 'big
houses'.

The particular composition of the group of upper-
class families has changed several times over recent
decades. But the four houses have been comtinuously
inhasbited, except for short interruptions, and st the
present time all are occupied by their owners, It is of

the
importance to note, however, that for/greater part of the
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past 40 years the manor house itself was occupied not
by its owners, but either by strangers or relatives of
the squire's family.,

The upper—class inhabitants, or 'the people from
the blg houses', as they are generally referred to locally,
are seen by the local population as members of a clearly
differentiated socisl stratum. Exclusive to the four
tbig house' families are, for example, the facts of having
public school backgrounds, of still keeping at least one
resident domestic servant, and of the head of the family
leaving the parish daily, or once or twice a week, in a
ch@uffeur—driven car for a destinstion in The City. Two
out of the four families run homes in London as well as in
Little Munden. Differences in social standing between
the 'big house' families are recognised and commonly
discussed in the parishy the Ws and the X3 are held to be
twell-connected gentry', whereas the Zs and Ys are sald to
lack the *'right connexions' snd the *'right background' in
order to be classed as 'real gemtry'. Nevertheless, all
four families lead a style of life which members of other
sections of the population 40 not attempt to emulate, and
all four are unhesitatingly named, by local people,as the
parish's top~-ranking fsmilies.

Middle-class inhabitants and villagers

The sectlion of the population which is referred to in

this study as the middle class comprises 24 families of
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professional or managerial occupational status (excluding
the upper-class inhabitants). Included in the group are
the parish's Rector, schoolmester, schoolmistress and
nurse, as well as daily commuters and persons living in
the countryside on retirement. In Little liunden, the
local professional community servants tend to be seen

as a team, but are generally referred to in terms of the
particular positions which they hold (e.g. the Recteor),
while the daily commuters and those on retirement are .
gsometimes spoken of by the farmers and villagers as 'these
town people', with the vague suggestion that they do not
£it in with the traditional patterm of parish life.

The mass of the population, consisting of 93 households
of agricultural labourers, working-class commuters, estate
and eountry-house employees, and local self-employed
tradesmen and craftsmen, are usually referred to by farmers
and by upper and middle~class inhabitants, in terms such
as 'the village people' or 'the ordinary villagers'. Im
keeping with this usage, they will be referred to throughout
the study as villagers.

Occupations

We have indicated that Little Munden is partly a
dormitory parish., It can be seen from Table II that Just
over a half of the men and women employed in a full-time
capacity leave the parish and its immediate environs dsily.



~33-

TABLE ITI PLACE OF WORK OF LITTLE MUNRDEN INHABITANT:S,

Men Women Total
No. % No. % No. %
Little Munden or a
parish in the immediate
environs .72  52.6 21 55.3 93 53.1
Nearby towns (mainly
Hertford and Ware) 56 40,9 16 42.1 72 41,1

137 100,0 38 100.0 175  99.9

Most of the commuters work in Hertford end Ware, but small
numbers are employed in each of half-a—-dozen Hertfordshire
towns and a few professional and business executives travel
daily or several times a week to the centre of London,

The wide range of occupations followed by persons
working outside the immediate lacality is shown in Table
III. It can be seen thuat 15 or 18.5 per cent are
engaged in professional, managerial or executive occupations,
The remaining 67 persons, who represent 81,7 per cént of
" the total commuter population, are predominantly manual
workers, most of whom are employed in building and service
industries,

The occupations of persons working either in the perish
or in its immediate environs are given in Table IV,
Agriculture is far the principal field of employment and
accounts for 63,4 per cent of the population employed locally.
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¥ o0 T PARISH AND ITS
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Oocupation Men Women Total ©Per cent

Professional, managerial
and exscutive workexrss

l 15 18,3
67 8l.7
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TABLE IV

Occupation Men Women Total Per cent

Agricultural workers:

Farmers (and relatives)
Fara workers
Gardeners (incl.mursery

workers)
Smallholders

Total

- Bstate and country
house workers:

Caretaker

Chsuffeurs (private)
Domestic servants

Ganmekeeper

10dd=job' men
Total |

Distributive, public
service, and public
utility workerss

Builder and decerater
Canteen cook (scheol)
Porge owner and petrol
pump attendant

Peliceman 1
Publicans' wives

Readumen ' one
Shepkeepers and/assistant

Total

Professional workerss

Clergyman
Nurse
School teachers

Petal

POTAL 93 100.0

1 The four publicens in the parish only attend to the
gt;l;: in cghga wcni:g: and ovoix;itho .:;ek-ends. Durinérwoek
ea 8 anpther occ on the
by their wives. e Pubs are then run

59 63.8

L Wb

16 17.2
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|
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In sddition to farmers and their labourers, agricultural
workers include men employed in the partly commercialisged
gardens of the country houses, the staff of a small
nursery run in conjunction with one of the gardens, and
three smallholders, It may be noted that the importance
of the farmers as employers of labour is bsrely greater
than that of the country-house inhabitoants, (Yhen the
gardcners are counted as country-house employees, the
nunber of persons working for the 'big houses' and the
estate 18 27 as sgalnst 34 persons employed by the farmers).

A small group of distributive, public service, and
public utility workers make up 15.1 per cent of the
population employed locally, while the professional
community servants account for 4.3 per cent.

Inlehapter I we gave & gross picture of the
development of Ierufordshire, and in the foregoing pages
we have outlined the preseunt-day composition of the parish
of Little Munden, In the next part of the study we shall
devote attention to past demographic trends in Iittle

Munden and in parishes of its immediate environs.



PART TWO



CHAPTER THREE

POPULATION AND OCCUPATIONS IN LITTLE

The First Half of the Nineteenth Century
Iﬁ'1801 the area covered by ILittle Munden (pop.453)
and its adjoining parishes of Benington (pop.487), Great
uundené(pcp.396), Sacombe (pop.255) and Watton (pep.602),
had 24193 inhabitants, From 1801 to 1851 the level of

population rese contimuously and at the turn of the half
century had reached the level of 3,147 persons - an
incresse of 954 or 43 per cent over the 1801 figure. This
was a result of nmatural population growth - common te the
nation &8s a whele ~ and was accompanied over the same
period by ingreases of 49,5 per cent in the number of
inhabited houses, and of 39,2 per cent in the number of
tcensus families'.

It should not be thought, however, that urbanward
migration from the ILittle Munden area had yet to start,
In 1851 the Reglstrar General's census report commented
that'a large pertion of the population in the market towﬁs,
the cdunty towns, the mamufacturing towns and the
metropolis was born in the country’', and thet 'in England
and Wales town and oountry are bound together, not only
by the intercourse of cemmerce buf by a thousand ties of
ﬁlnod and affection'.l This observation must already

1 1851 Census of Great Britain, Pepulation Tables.Vol,I
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have been true of the relstionship between the parishes
in our area and their local towns. Hertford and Ware
which between them éharod the functions of county,
market, and transport centres fér the district, were
still small centres by twentieth century standards, but
they were showing early signs of a greater proportional
{ncrease in population than were the lurrounding villages.
Thus, while the population of the Little Munden group of
parilhes registered an average increase during the first
: half of the:century of 43 per cent, Hertford and Ware |
r.giitored increases of 70 and 72 per cent respectively.
Piobably the fact that numbers of young men and
women were leaving the parishes to seek employment in the

towns was not new even to this period,l

though the rate

of nigiatian must certainly have been higher in the early
18008 than ever before. Nevertheless, there is no
evidence to suggest that, at this particulsr time of
unprecedented natursl increase, the urbanward movement
had any untoward influence on our ares by causing either

a shortage of labour or a de;rth of youmg people. Late
ninﬁtoenth century writers on the preblems of depopulation
generally regarded the urbaaward migration of the firgt

half of that century as 'natural overflowing®, beneficial

1 Hirschhas pointed out, in a summary account of rural
ggzopulation in this country, that 'the endeavour te
ntain the agriculturgl population and to prevent
migration has created headsches for our statesmen and
legislators' for centuries. G.P.Hirsch, 'Migration from
the Land in England and Wales',The Farm Economist, Vol.
71.30.9, 1951.
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urban seciety and harmless to the countryside.l
The economy of the area was geared te an advanced

systen of cereal faxming which was characteristic of
Hertfordshire at that period. Of 765 men,over twenty
yuari of age, living in Little Mundea and its adjacent
parishes in 1831, 534 or 69,8 per cent wers engaged in
agriculture sither as farmers or farm labourers, 108

or 14,1 per cemt were either tradesmen or craftsmen,

33 or 4¢3 per cent were ‘capitalists, bankers,
professional or‘othcr educated MCI',Z and 90 er 11,7

per ceat were male servants, non-agricultural labourers,
or ‘others'., The census recerded only ene female
occupational group, namely, demestic servanta., Of these,
there were 82 in our area, anl they probably cemprised
far the greater part of all woemen whe were regularly
eaployed. It cen thus be seem that, apart from agriculture,
there were only two avenues of possible employment for
the bulk of the pepulatien, vis. the 'big houses', amd
the establishmnents of tradesmen and craftsamen satering
for the community's day-to-day meeds. But neither eof
these avenues employed more than a small minerity of the
working population.

1 See, fer example, P.Anderson Graham: The Rural Exodus,
Methuen, (1892),
2 This was the census terminelogy of the day.
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Agriculture was mainly in the hands of capitalist
tonant farmers. A study eof census data for the Little
Manden group of parishes shows that, out of 53 farmers
in the area, only 9 were not ciplcying labourers in 1831,
The remaining &4 employed an sggregate of 431 nen over
20 years of age,so that the average aumber of labourers
pot farm employing hired workers wos approximately eleven.
Making sn allowance for youths, the aversge nunber of
empleyees on these farms was probably 13 to 1l4.

Census data for the area suggest thst the occupationsl
cempesition of the population was not entirely static
during the period under review; As shown in Table I, from
--1811 to 1831 there was a decline in the proportiom
of families in the ares who were directly depsndent on
qﬁ.cw.tuo. though their sbsolute numbers remained
oomtnt to all intents snd purposes, and the chugins
" prepertion of femilies'chiefly employed in agrioulturo'
(the term used by the census reports of the times) 1is
agcounted for msinly by an increase in families classified
by the census reports as 'others'. These last must have
cmsisted in our sres of wealthy persoas and their
servants, |

I% is an acknowledged historical fact that the
agricultural labourer's conditions of life in Englamd
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at this period were very poor, The conditions in

Hertfordshire were no exception. After his tour of

the county in the earliest years of the nineteenth

No, Per cent No. Per cent _ No, Per cent

rmu:; ;;hietu"’ |
10; o o
SEeloalture” s 84 438 97 389 68

Pamilies fohiefly
employed in trade

and manufacture’* 63 13 87 15 96 16
*Others® 15 3 48 8 9 16

TOTAL 492 100 573 100 589 100

* There was 2o manufacturing industry in the

ares and the families classified as 'chiefly

employed in trade and manufacture' must have

been those of villege tradesmen and craftsmen.

Source of data:s Censuses of BEngland and Wales, 1811,1821,

and 1831, -
century, Arthur Young reported that 'the cottagers have no-
where any land, more than the small amount of insufficient
garden®, and that 'great part ef the labour of farmers is
performed by smnual domestic servints, whose lsbour commences

and ceases at no stated hours', while he expressed particular

1l B8ee, for example, W.Hasbach, A History of the lis
gdcultu.ml Labourer, Lenden, ’ Ps. and III.
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céncorn at finding 'thet women and children had little
or no cmploy'.l The poor rates in the county were
high, despite the advantage of Hertfordshire being,
Young writes, *the residence of a great number of people
of fortune, whoese charitable atteamtion to the poor must
have operated in keeping down the poor-tax', andi deapite
‘the county's sgriculture (which) affords a great and
regular system of onplo;nont'.a In the Little Munden
area the econemic plight of the labourer must have been
particularly acute, for we find that, of the poor rates
which Young quotes in his report on Hertfordshire, those
in the parishes of Little Munden snd neighbouring Sacombe
were the highest in ths whole county, while those in the
north-east generally were well abwve those in the seuthern
half of the counkyes:

Compared to the labourers, the village tradesmen and
craftsmen of the times must have cmastituted a relatively
prosperous section of the commumity. A study of the
oi'isinal census schedules of 1851 for Little Mundea
revesals that in this single parish, whigsh then centained
125 households, théro were 31 men engaged im providing

1 Young:s Op.cit. pp. 21, 217, 222,
2 Young. Op.clit. p. 1



-t

1 out

the community with various geods and services;
of these 31, 19 were self-employed, including 9 who
woere themselves smpleyers of one er more jourzeymen,
spprentices, or general labourers. Further evidence
of the relative prosperity ef this section of the
pepulation is contained im the 1840 Tithe Map for the
paxrish, which revesls that a mumber of the tradesmen
and eraftsmen owned or held the tenancy of small plets
of lend - an advantage which can have been sajoyed by
yery fow, if amy, labourers in the parish.

' The wealthy inhabitvants of the area were not all

large landewners, nor were all the estates large. In

1 Im writiag this and seme of the chapters to fellew
information has been freely drawn from the origin

- census schedulss of the year 1851. ‘These deguments
are amongst the Home Office records held by the
Public Recerd Offise. It will later be seen that
use has also been made of census extracts from the

..censuses taken in the parish ¢« Little Munden in
the years 1891 and 1921. These extracts were

- obtained from the Gensrsl Register Oftice, - ..(The
original returns of Censuses taken in 186l1,and
decenially thereafter,sre not epen teo public
inspection.) The omisinal schedules of the 184l

- . cemnsus are held by the Public Recerd Offisce,amd are open
to inspection, but they were not used by the writer,

- The 1620 Tithe Map shews that a aumber of householders
in ILittle Munden occupied holdings (othsr tham house
gaxrdens) which ranged im sise frem 1lX te 8k sores. It
would probably be pesaible to ascertain the eccupational
status of these persons with feir securecy by -

sellating their names (recerded on tithe map recerds)
and infermation drewn frem perish registers. Fer the
puzpese of this study, it was met considered worthwhile
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this respect alse, Young's generel description of the
Hortfoi'dshire situation appears to have been quite
applicable to the Little Munden area: 'Property in
Hertfordshire is much divided; the vicinity of the
capital, the goodness of the air and roads, and the
beauty of the county, have much contridbuted to this
circumstance, by making this county a favourable place
of residence, and by attracting great numbers of wealthy
persons to purchsse land for building villas: this has
multiplied estates in a manner unknown in the more
dtstant counties'.) In Little Munden itself the
situation was that one resident landlord owned an estate
covering about two thirds of the parlsh, while a second
cmﬁt@ry house was occupied by a family who 4id mot oin |
land in the parish or the area. The position varied
in the sdjacent parishes: in one, » single landloxd
owned prectically all the land; 4n anothsr, no one
iamdlord held sway in the parish as a whole. But sach
parish had at least one or two wealthy families. Whether
they were landowners eor not, the first half of the
century was for them a pau:ibd ¢ engressment in the

pleasures of their country homes and, most probably, of
participation in the social and political life of London.

to cmduct such detailed research, but a study ef
the names of plot-hal% (as shown en decuments

~ accompanying the map) AT the nsmes of eccupiers ef

- ‘service establishments (e.gs blacksmith's shops amd
public houses) showed quite conclusively that the

- mujority of small heldings were in the hands ef
tradesnen and craftsmen,

1 A Young, Op.cit. p.18.
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The Second Half ef the Ningteenth Cemtury

The second half ef the nineteenth century was a
perdod of far-reaching and, in some respects, fairly
vioient changes in the economic and demographic
gstructure of Little Munden and its immediate environs.

In the country at large, the turn of the half-
c;htury coincided with the numerical balancing-up of
the rural and urban pepulationa, and was followed by
the most rapid phase of rural depopulation in tho
country's history. In 1851 some nine million or 49.8
per.cenf of the 18 million people in England and Wales
woreyliving in rural aréaé. 31'1901 the rural populition
totalled approximately soven and a half million, and

those pornena rqprosentod no more than 23.0 per cent

of tho oauntny's thirty-twe and @ half million inhabitants.
virtually all asgricultursl areas were affected by

depopulation to a greater or lesser extent, and urbanward
migration came to be silently accepted by many 6;unfny—
bera peraéns as an inevitable part of their lives. The
causes 2f the rural exodus (e.g. progressive mechanisation
in far.ing, the agricultural depression of the 18708 gnd
18809, and tho attraction of town life and town standards)
are well known. Thero is ne noed te discuas them hero,
oxcept to enphnsizo tho fact, raiaed by nost writers on
the subaoct, that ths‘novpngnt was a result of two sets
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of circumstanges: +the 'pull’ frem the urban industry
and the *'pusht from agriculture snd village life,

In Little Munden and its neighbouring parishes
the populsation began to decline in the 1850s8. From
1851 to 1901 the number of inhabitants in the area fell
by 1030 from a total of 3147 to 2117 = a fall of 33
per cent. In 1301 the largest of the five parishes had
a population of 710 as against 976 in 1851, while the
smallest parish had 210 inhabitants as against 313 fifty
years earlier. The fall in population, as 1s usual in
this type of movement, was accompanied by the individual
enigration of considerable numbers of young unmarried
people. Thus it is not surprising to find that while
the number of people in the area dropped by 33 per cent
from 1851 te 1901, the number of households or ‘'census
families® only fell by 17.6 per cent (from 613 households
in 1851 to 507 in 1901). The mean size of a household
which had been over five throughout the first half ef the
century fell from 5.14 - in 1851, to 4,53 in 1891, and te
4,18. in 1901, (See Table II). Of course, emigration
of young adults may not have been the sole factor
operating to reduce the size of the household in the area,
but the difference between the mean sise of urban and
rural households definitely sugsests that emigration
contributed to it. (The comparable mean household siges
in the town of Hertford were 6.09 im 1851, 5.45 in 1891,
and 4,73 in 1901).
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TABLE IX THE NUMBER OF HOUSEHOLDS, NUMBER OF
PEOPIZ _AND NUWEBER OF PERgﬁﬂs PER

No. of persons
Year No. of households No. of people per household

1801 410 2193 535
1811 454 . 2368 5¢22
1821 486 2790 Se74
1831 548 2892 528
1841 580 2939 5.07
1851 613 3147 .14
1861 594 2873 4,84
1871 607 2779 4.58
1881 576 2554 by 43
1891 260 2538 4e53
1901 507 2117 4,18
911 500 2098 4,20
1921 489 1975 4,04
1931 528 1947 3.69
1941 - - -
1950 (130) (420) (3.23)°

*1950 figures refer to Little Munden only.

Sources ef information: 1801-1931 Census Reports of
England and Wales, 1950 Lecal field inquiry.
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Partly as a funoctiom ef depopulation, the age

structure of the pepulatieon began to alter. The nature
of changes in this respect is illustrated in Table III,
. which refers to the parish of Little Munden. It canm
be seen that frem 1851 to 1891 -~ a period during which
the number of children born per family can scarcely have
decreased in the countryside - the proportion of persons
under 20 years of ilse fell slightly from 48.1 to 45.4
o pér cent, the proportion aged 20~-39 years dropped more
appreciably from 27,2 to 21 per cent, and the proportion

Aéod 40 years or more rose from 24,7 to 33,6 per cent.
 In thinking of the effects of dspopulation en these
null 'par.tlhoak, however, it is pertinent to note not
| o‘niy the tendency for the proportions of people in the
younger age groups te fall, but also that there was a
reduction in the absclute size of all, except the
oldest, age groups. Sheer paucity of numbers energed,
at this time and especially in the twentieth century,
as an important factor hindexring the development of
erganised meoial 1ife in comaumities with ne more then
a fow hundred inhebisants.l

In England and Wales as a whole the second half

of the mineteenth century witnessed no decline in the

nunber of farmers, but there was a conginuoul fell in
the number of agricultural employees. The relevant

1 Cf. Country Planning, Agricultural Economics Research
Innﬂ'ﬁ%e, moﬁ. (0.U.P. ), 1944, Chap.XII

2 The £ e8 have been conveniently assemb
G.P. Hirsch in his study referredyto earl}.:g.by



TABLE IIIX THE AGE STRUCTURE OF LITTLE MUNDEN,

50—

1851 1891 1921 1950

Age Group No.""z' % No. % No. % No. %

0 =9 178 27,7 85 22,8 51 15,6 77  18.3
30 =39 78 12.4 33 8.9 45 13.8 64 15,2
50 =59 50 8.0 31 8.3 26 8.0 45 10,7
60 ars

ang' vor 146 7.3 52 1l4.0 49 15.0 61 14,5
POTAL® 628 100.0 372 100,0 327 10Q0,1 420 99,9

* The fall in the abselute number ef inhabitants

between 1851 and 1891 is somewhat exaggerated
owing to the fact that a tract of land with
some scattered cottages was enumerated as a

iart of Iittle Munden in 1851 but not im 1891,
921' and 1950, _

Sdnrcc:'or informations

1851, original census schedules
held by the Publie Recerd O0ffice;
census extracts supplied by the General Register
Office; 1950, losal field inguiry.

1891 amd 1921,
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census data for Little Munden and its nelghbouring
parishes are not readily available,l but there is
no doubt that the national trend was reflected in our
area. In the single parish of Little Munden, the mean
number of labourers per farm employing hired workers in
1891 was between 7 and 8 as sgainst the average of 1l quoted
earlier for the year 1831. Not only was agriculture
being increasingly mechanised, but cereal farmers were
gmongst the bardest hit in the country by the depression
of the 1870s and 18803, and they were making every effert
to reduce labour.

The number and the average size of farms did not
alter, nor have they altered appreciably to this day,
(Cf Table IV). But the standard of living enjoyed by
fermers was severely reducesd, After his extensive
tour of sgricultural areas im the country ia 1901 and
1902, Rider Haggard wrete that, 'with certain exceptions,
they (the farmers) do no more than mske a living, ind
in many cases they are actuslly losing capital'.2 There
is locsl evidence in IAttle uundul thet nniboni of old-
established farming femilies latt'tho Iund nltogother
in the 1880s. In s later chapter, we shnll see that

1 PFrom 1861 enwards, cnnsus reports hare net shown
occupational data 'for individual
2 H, Bider Haggard: Rural England ¥1901) Vol.II P.543



TABLE IV NUMBER AND SIZE QP ¥ IN LITT

Size

11 - 50 acres

51 -~100
101 =300
301 =500
Over 500
Unknown

POTAL

Hotes (1)

(2)

1851 1950
5 13
3 5
22 21
13 14
2 4
_L -
A6 2l

What appears te be a significant
increase in mmall farms is a reflection
noet of an increase in the aumber of
general or mixed farms, but of the
establishment in the area during recant
decades of a few nurseries and market

- gaxrdens,

Information frem Kelly's Directories
fails to suggeat any significant

. £lustuation in the aumber of farms in

the area during ths peried between

1851 and 1950,

Som'cn ot dﬁtas 1851 Original Census schedulesg

1950 Files of the Hertfordshire
Agricultural Executive Committee.
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once the preosperous asgricultural years of 1850-1870 were
over, new trends in the recruitment of farmers set in,
the old established femilies being gradually replaced by
immigrants from afer and, to a lesser extent, by local
men from the lower ranks of rural society.

On the other hand, it cannot be said that the
pesition of the labourers left behind in the area
deteriorsted during the oourse of the depression. Basing
himself om the evidence given before the Royal Commission
on Lebour (1893), Hasbach considers that the income and
general eenditions of the lebourer in kngland had showa
'a mild improvement' in the 1870s and 18803, whiio‘
Rider Haggerd wrete, in the earliest years of the present
century, that 'undeniably they (the labourers) are more
prospereus te-day than ever they have been beifore'.2
Judging from this last auther's aggount of conditions
in North-East Hertfordshire, there ia no reason to doubt
that this was the 6ase 1a our area. At the same time,
howsver, the lsbourer remained misersbly poor by the
stindards of the present-day ma. even, by :t_hbue which
he ns'ﬁo;&if&oh dnring‘.t‘hg'fo‘omé of the firet

1 W, Hesbach, Op.cit, pp 322-328
2 n.m Haggaxrd, Opsclt. pe5a5.
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world war. 1

The decline in mumbers was not confined to
agricultural labourers, and the relative fall in
standards of living was not confined to farmers;
trademn and craftsmen suffered in both wsys. In
the five parishes covering our arca, the number of
shbpl and service establishments fell from a total
of 72 in 1882 to 54 in 1902;° in the single perish
of Litble Munden they fell over the same period from
19 to 14 (See Table V). We find, too, that the jobs
of tradosmon and crattsmen were increasingly being
-caken ever by sons of ].a?:»cmr:cra,3 while the sons of
of trwudesmen and eraftsmen were, presumsbly, leaving
the area. -

- The 4dmpoverishment of the countryside following

en tho agricultural depression 414 not fail to affect
& Rider Haggard specifically mentions
Heftiordshire as one of the counties where, at the turn

the‘ landowners .

%gg%imb and Historlical Surve :
e "“—‘%"S"' ltural "Soc

e in an o e im lm’ 1o1 1c 1l
Pa Vol. (1904). Daviotagcmd,% mup &

as s the first decade of the present Gentury,
' pcvorty& was oenly avoided by the labourer when there
were no children in the household or when there were
few children and women were wage earners,
Information drewn from Kelly's Directories.
'Bhe evidence is presented in Chapter IV

amongst others, H,Durant, The Development of

wnership, 187)-1925' sociolglcal Review,
Vol.mIII. Bo.l Jm1956.

L Y
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1851 1882 1890 1902 1914 1929 1950
1 - - - - - -

Baksr

Blacksaith 2 2 2 2 1 1l 1l
Builder or 3 2 - 1 1 1 1
bricklayer

Butcher 1 1l - - - - -
Carpenter 1 2 2 - - - -
Draper - 1 - - - - -
Grocer or

general shop 1 3 3 3 1 1 2
Higsler 1 - - - - - -
Post Office - 1 1 1 1 1 1
Publiec house or

beer house & 4 & 4 4 4 4
Shoemaker P23 1 1 - - - -

Total Rumber 19 19 16 14 8 8 .9

Sources of data: 1851: Original Census schedul
1882-1929: Kelly®'s Diractoriei.
19503 PField Inqguiry.
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of the century, landewners were often failing to pay
their way out of rents, and where, he wrute, 'the
possession of land is becoming, or has already became,

- a luxury for rich men, to whom 1t is a costly oy —=-! 1
But the primcipal landewners im our particular area
managed (and have centinued teo de so up till the present
time) te keep the greater part of their estates intact.
Furthersiore, the nmumber of upper class inhabitants
(including residents who were mot large landowners)

 appears to have remsined constant, >

The Twentieth Century
During the early decades of the present century there

7' wés an sbatement in the decline of population in the
| ‘Li‘.ttlo' Munden area., (Refer back to Pig.I) 4s in the
. case of tho pébulatidn changes which occurred in the
' pineteenth century, this was a reflection of the national
trend and the product of forces uriginating far beyolll
' the parish boundsries.

By the 19308, the population of the ares was, for
tlie t“irnt time in 80 years, actually rising again. Both
the characteristics and the causes of the recent increase
biear'little similarity to those of the population grewth
witnessed during the first half of the nineteenth sentury.

1 Hy, Rider Haggard. Opecibeps343
2 :ﬁhe afnbat:?iif is gdibg %ga basis of evidence (in
o sts of private residents
in Kelly's Directories. ) contained
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Whereas the inoreasse during the first half of the
aineteenth century toek place as a result of rapid
natural growth and in spite of a measure of emigration,
she rise in the level of the pepulation in recent
decsdes must be seen - against the beckground of the
nationasl age and sex structure and reproduction rate -
as the outcome of two processest a gradual limitation
ef the urbanward 4rift, and e mew inward movement
attendant on the expansion of Lendon and the development
of Hertferd and Ware ss industrial and suburban centres.
London and the local towns have been throwing out te
their rural fringes 'middle~class? persons prepared te
travel considerable distances to their work pleces,
while ths wbam-industrial expansion of the reglon has
resulted in 'fixing® natives of the area in their
villages. o |

';B_ut for the new opportunities of travelling ,,t’\o;, uu.
most of the present—day country-bern commuters would
doubtless have emigrated ss 3o mamy thousands did dnrinc |
the last century. The practice ef travelling daily to
work in urban aress started in Little Munden and 1its
immediate envirens sbout the time of the firet world war,
The total ‘number of commuters prior to the 19208 was not
large, but the fact thet travelliné“to town in search of
work had started must soon have affected parish life for
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we £ind that an urgent demsnd arose for more housing
sccommodstion in the areq at a time when opportunities

of employment on the land were still falling.l It 1s
well known that the past few decades have witnesced an
ever-increasing applicstion of machinery to farming.
To-dsy, the ILittle Munden farms, though aimilar in size
end lay-out to what they wers 100 years ago, sre highly
mechanized, and the average number of workers per farm
has fallem to four, as against seven or eight at the close
of the last century.

The demsnd for housing since the early 1920s has
been met mainly by the dbuilding of council housos,2 and
only to a very limited extent by privete building. The
rapld growth and suburbanization experienced by mamy

1 The demand for houses by local imhabitants 1s illustrated
by the following extract from a resolution passed by the
Little Mundem Parish Council in 19263 'We would again
call the atiention of the Rural District Council
urgent need for cettages in this parish, This was
illustrated very clearly some few weeks ago when one
vacant cettage caused se msny applications to be made,'
Similar reselutioms were passed in 1929,1930 and 1935,
The werding ef the 1926 resolution suggests that it was
not the first te be passed, but earlier ones were
gpparently mot recorded im the minutes.

2 Council houses erected in the area 1921 - 503

a%ttlo ros ‘Benington Watton Sacombe Total
en R R
-15

22 10 16

1921=30 - 64
193140 12 6 11 - 4 33
1941-50 10 - 8 22 6 46

Total 38 28 29 38 10 143
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villages close te railway lines in central and southern
Hertfordshire was aveided, and the pepulation of the
area now remains predominantly of rural stock,
_ Not surprisingly, however, the demographic structure
of the area began t0 lose its distinctive rural features,
As the gap in secial and econemic oonditions between eur
area and the nearby towns nerrewed, 8o 4id their
demographic characteristies tend to become similar.l To
take an illustration, we may cempare. the changes in mean
gize of households in the Little Munden area and the town
of Hertford. It will be recslled that,at the turm of
the century, households in our area were still sppreciadbly
smaller than in Hertford; by 1921 the mean household
size in the Idttle Eumien group ef parishes was 3.99 and
in 1951 4t was 3.65, while in Hertford it was 4,02 in 1921,
and 3,66 in 19%1.2

~ We described the present-day eccupationgl strueture
of Iittle Munden's resident pepulstion in the previous
chapter. The pssition in the neighbouring parishes is
broadly sinjti.lar in that a very substantial preportion ef

earnars in each are daily commuters. But differences have

1 This is, of course,tmss of the rural and urban
populations of the country as a whele. Of,A.W,Ashby
'The Effects of Urban Grewth on the Count 8ide’,

Seciological Review, Vel,XXX1l. No.# Oct,1939

21 Berages calc ed Irom published census data,
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arisen betwean the parishes in respect to the type of
employment available locally. To explain these differences,
we must refer to the influence of motor transport on the
srade and oreft establishments of the ares. We said
earlier thet in the segend half of the nineteenth century
parishes in the area had witnessed a decline in self-
sufficiency es regards cemmercial services. A8 motor
srensporsation improved during the ceurse of the present
eentury this decline cemtinued spsce, But mot all the
trade and craft establishments of the area suffered; the
ms jority 4id se, while 2 small number staged » sueccessful
f£izht in bidding for custom frem beyond their respactive
parish boundsries. A blackemith's shop in an adjacent
parish may be cited as an exsmple. The establishment
in questien bad, Shreughout the latter part of the
aineteenth coxtury end wp till the 19208, been a small
concern employing one or two hired workers at the most,
Shorxtly after the first world war, it began to develep
as a repeir shop fer agricultursl mashinery, and is to-~day
a large engineering firm empleying wer a hundred workers.,
It now serves customers drewn from an area extending over
the greater part of Nerth-East Hertfordshire, snd meny ef
its own workers are comunuters from nearby parishes,

The estsblishment refesred to ebove is exceptional
in regard to the extent of its grewth, and reference te
1t is only inteaded te illustrete the fact that while the
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development of recent decades have been towards an
integration of town and country, they have also been
towards the integration of rural parishes which were
largely independent of each other in earlier days,

In the parish of Little Munden the decline in self-
gufficiency since the time of the first world war was
not reflected in any further fall in the number of
comnercial estsblishments. (Refer back to Table V).

But the relative vrosperity of each has continued to
decline. To~day the four publicans in the parish have
other Jobs, their wives attending to the pubs during

the day. The two shops (one with the post office) are
run by married women whose husbands also have other jobs.
And both the blacksmith, who derives the greater part of
his income from the sale of petrol, and the local builder
and decorator have incomes coupnrable to the wages of a
farm labourer. |



CHAPTER FOUR

THE SOCIAL ‘HD GEOGRAP1 OAL ORIGINS

In 1950, 80.8 per cent of ILittle Munden's adult
inhabitants were not natives of the parish, 70 per cent
wero persons ‘who had settled there since leaving school,
and 46.8 per cent were not even natives of Hertfordshire.
These figures may not strike the reader as surprising in
view of the‘parish'sylocation on the outskirts of London.
Yet, statistics of the kind quoted above drew expressions
of surprise from several Little Mundeners to whom they
were shown; there is a general belief in the parish that a
higher proportion of inhabitants are natives of the place
than is actually the case, and the community is not one
which has experienced drastic or sudden change as a result
of immigration. |

The factors contribu#ing‘to fhi- seeming lack of
agrgement between the demographic facts and the inhsbitants"
ideas are unimportant in themselves, What is of 1interest,
however, is fhat the apparent,contradiction suggqpts that
immigration is not new to the parish. In the first part
of this chapter, we shall examine birthplace data of parish
inh&bitants since 1851 to see to what extent this is true,
In the second part we shall present data on the closely allied
subject of the ﬁopulation's sociel origins. In the final
section we shall briefly explain the extent to which teld
families' are to be found in the parish, as well ss indicate
the social background of this hard core in the community.
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Birthglacea of iéttlo Munden adults

Table I compares the birthplaces of Little Munden
inhebitants, sged 20 years and over, at four different
points in time over the past century. Reference to the
table shows that it is not a new situation for the parish
to conteain a.ninotity of native-born inhsbitants. As far
back as 1551 no more tham 27,0 per cent of the adults
were pariﬂhibners by birth. And although this proportion
rose to 37.9 per cent in 1891, it seems most unlikely that
parish natives should have been in a majority at any time
over the past century. However, if we add adults borm
in the immediate envirems of the parish to the mumber of
Iittle Munden natives, we find that the proportions of
inhgbitants whom we might term 'Iocal®, fell from 69.9
per cemt in 1851, te 65.0 per cent in 1891, to ‘7.8 per
cent in 1921, and to 36,2 per cent in 1950. Furthermore,
looking at the p:qportions in the table of inhabitants
born beyond the boundaries ef Hertfordshire, it can be
seen that the diggest change -~ from 22,2 per cent te 42.8
per cenmt-was rezistéraibetween 1891 and 1921, Thus the
very aspprecieble increase in the proportion of non-
indigeneocus persons in the parish would seem to have taken
place early in the twentieth century, and net in recent

decades, .
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Arvea of birth 1851 = 1891 1921 1950
¥o. % Ne. % No. % No. %
Litiule Munden 88 27,0 77 37.9 44 21,9 54 19.2

OQutside Little

Munden but in

the immediate

environs of

the parish* 140 42.9 55 27.1 52 25.9 48 17.0

In Hertford-

shire but

beyond the

immediste

eaviraons of

the parish 39 12,0 26 12.8 19 9,4 48 17.0

Ooutside Hert- RS :
foxdshire 29 e 45 22,2 86 42,8 46,8

TOTAL 0 203 O 201 100,0 282 1

* The immediate environs were defined as ths grea
covered by parishes whose principal villages
or hamlets lie within a radius of four miles of
Iittle Munien's centre. The parishes included
in the environs by this defipition were: Ardeley,
Aspenden, Aston, Bengee¢ Rural, Benington, Great
Munden éacoﬂbo, Standd% Walkern, Watton and
Westniil (Cf. Map on the following page)

Sourcess 1851: Original census schedules,
1891 snd 1921: Census extracts,
obtained from the General Regiséer Office.
1950 Local field inquiry.
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MAP ILLUSTRATING THE DEFINITION OF 'IMMEDIATE
ENVIRONS' GIVEN IN A FOOTNOTE TO TABLE I,
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The foregoing observations give an overall
impression of the changes in the geographical origins
of the population over the past century, In Chapter V
it will be seen that throughout the period under review
the inhabitants of the Little Munden area have tended,
more and more, to recruilt marriage partners from beyénd
their own locality. Obviously, this tendency Las
contributed to the increase in the proportion of
inhabitants who are not patives by birth., But, if the
deta given in Table 1 are compared to those dlscussed in
Chapter V, it can be inferred - despite the fact that
the two sets of statistics do not lend themselves to fine
comparlisons -~ that the recruitment of 'foreign' marriage
partners has not been the sole, or even the major, channel
through‘which strangers by birth entered the parish
over the past century.l Throughout the period under
review, there has been continual inward and outward
movement , not only of individuals, but also of families.
The range of migrations, and the conditions promoting
them, naturslly varied from one section of the community to

1 Por ex=ample, we find that in 1851 only 27,0 per cent
of the adults were parishioners by birth (Table I, this
chapter), but that during the period 1850-59, over
80 per cent of the brides and bridegrooms of the area
married a partner resident iln the same parish gs
themselves (Tables I and II, Chapter V). The
position revealed by the field inquiry may algo be
citeds 1in 1950 Li&tle Mundem contained 228 adults who
were not natives by birth, and only 15 of these had
come to the parish on marriage.
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another. Tables II~-IV wexre thorotm drawn up to show
the fellowing information for esch section: (a) the
prepertion of adults whe were bora in Little Mundea (Tadle
II), (b) the prepertion bera either in Little Munden or
its immediste enviroms (Table III), snd (¢) the prepertion
dorn in Hertfexdshire, including the parish and its
envirens (Table IV). |

. With the aid of these tadbles we may consider various
asctions of the pepulstion in turms |
' clasges: In the second half of
the anineteenth century, persons of upper or middle slass
st‘ﬁhs were te be found in eonly four parish homes, namely,
shese of the squire, the parsen, the inhsbitent of t:ho |
parish's seeond country house, and the schoolmistress. When
the 1851 and 1891 censuses were taken, mone of the adults
{in these hemes wss of parish or mn?éorttwdshm birth,
(The squire himself, who mey have been a native by birth,
wes sbsent om both eccasions). By 1921, the nucleus of
upper sad middle-class inhabitants had risem te 24 persons,
bus we agaim find Shat mearly all were strangers by birth
n the parj..h, the area, and the ccunty. h!.l wes still
the sase in 1950 by which time their mumber was about
m m bl § m The 1950 Tield imquiry further
mnlod tm mest of the .’mlttbim: concermed were

e




'PABL‘E II PROPORTIONS@ LITTLE MUNDEN INHABITANTS,
AGED 20 YILAR ARD OV R (HO WHERE BORN

Note The percentages in this table are of persens in
each group who were born in Little Munden, N
represents the total number of persons in a
particular section of the population. Thus it
can be seen, for exsmple, that in 1851 there
were 181 persons aged 20 years of age and over
who were members <f agricultural labourers®
fanilies and that, of these 181 men and women
4.8 per cent were natives of the parish by birth.

B&tion of the

20231&51011 1851 1891 1921 1950
N % N % N % N %

Agricultural

labourers and

their femilles 181 34.8 122 43,4 86 27.9 70 17.1

Parish tradea-

men and crafts-

men znd their

famillies 61 23.0 24 50,0 26 42,3 21 33.3

Urbsn working-
glass ceumuters

and their

fonilies - - - - - - 76 32,8
Farmers and

their

fanilica 28 14,3 22 22.7 24 16,7 22 13.0

Personal servants,
ostate employees,

tbig house'
eners, and
thcir Tespective
8 85 17,8 26 26,9 4L 7,3 49 12.3
m .
"3?,'3“”" and

See footnote to Table IV.
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TABLE IIT Pnoromons OB LITTLE INBABITANTS,

Note The pereentages in this table are of persons in
each group who were born in the parish or its
environs., As in Table II, N represents the
total mumber of persons in each section of the

, population.
Soedatrer— - lesl 1891 loal L

XK % K % ® % N %

Agricultural
labourers and
their families 181 84,5 122 78.8 86 73,3 70 4l.4

Parish trades-

men end crafts—~

men and their

families 61 60.7 24 70.8 26 53,8 21 61,9

Urban werking-—
class commuters
and their

families - = - - - - 76 50,0
Farmers and

their

families 28 57.1 22 31.8 24 45,8 22 39,1

Personal servants,
eatate employees,

gaig house'

eners, and

W 45 4hoh 26 42,3 4l 14,6 49 24,5
fSeotions ‘

enl.uppor and
sses .7;,7 194 6840 177 53,1 238 42,8

pperan e
clesses 11 18,2 9 0,0 28 83 uu 2.3

SECTIONS 326 69,9 203 65,0 47,8 282
* Immediate environs of the parish defined as fer Table I
See footnote to Table IV.




Note The percentages in this table are of persons in

' each group who were born in Hertfordshire. As
in Table II and III, N represents the total
number of persons in a particular section eof
the population.

Section of the
population 1851 1891 1921 1950
). | % N % N % N %
Agricultural
lsbourers and
their families 181 96,1 122 91,8 86 83,7 70 .60.0

Parish trades-

men and crafts-

men and their 61 80.3 24 75,0 26 65.4 21 81.0
families

Urban working-
class commuters

and their

families * - - - - - - 76 67.1
Farmers and

their

families 28 71.4 22 5.0 24 54,2 22 60.9

Personal servants,
estate employees,
*big house'!
gardeners, and
their reaspective

§§§;;1g% 45 48 6 D57:.7 41 4
sections z 222 2.0
excl.upper and

middle classes 315 83,8 194 80,4 177 63:3 g}g 63.0
per [

classes 11 27,3 9 22,2 2% 12,5 B4 4,5
ALL SEQTIONS 326 81,9 203 77,8 201 57,2 282 53,2

* It can safely be assumed that there were no urban working-
class cemmuters residing in the parish in 1851 and 1891. 1In
1921, place of work was recorded on census schedules; two

Little Munden workers were employed in Hertford, and
several who had no fixed place of work may have been urban

commuters. In compiling the above and the two previous

?dbleiilth? small group of commuters - 'definites' and
poessibles' - were allocated to other appropri

of the population. Fpropriate sections
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persons who had come to the parish from London, though
the birthplaces which they reported were widely dispersed
throushout the country.

The fact that upper and middle-class inhabitants
are, almost invariably, strangers to their respective
parishes 1s general in the Little WMunden area. The
exceptions may be classed into three catogories. First,
there are the occasional upper-class persons who are still
clinging to their ancestral homes. The occupiers of the
manor house in Little Munden.would fall into this category,
though, even in the case of this family, no member was
actuslly born and brought up in the parish. Secondly,
there are isolated cases of persons who, while achieving
middle-class status through the educationai and occupational
channels of the urbar world, have retazined residence in
their parishes of origin. One such case can be cited in
Little lunden. We shall later refer to the social problems
involved for persons in this situstion. Thirdly,
there are the locally 'self-made men', who have schieved
middle-class status through the successful development of
small commercial establishments into relatively large-ascale
business organizations, We cited a case of this kind in
the previous chapter, There are nane such in Little
Munden itself,

In the area as a whole, the tat&i&nuﬁber of cases in
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these three categories undoubtedly represents a very small
proportion of 2ll upper and middle-class inhabitants.

Farmers: Data given in Tsble II sugzest that the number

of adults in farmers' families:;who were natives of the
parish by birth, wag low throuéhout the past century. But
both the proportion of persons born in the immediate environs
and the propertion born in Hertfordshire fell appreciably
between 1851 and 1891, snd up to the present day tﬁéy have
remained lower than they were in the middle of the last
century. (Sece Tables IIT and IV) Admittedly, the
}abSolute‘nﬁﬁbers on which the percentageé are based are too
small for significance to be attached to the proportions

as éuch, but we know that during the latter decades of

the nineteenth century Hertfordshire was invaded by
immigront farmers, mainly from Scotland and the West of
England,l and the census data for Littie Munden clearly
confirm that the parish was affected by this wave of
migration. The flow of immigrants continued during the
lean sgricultural years of the present century, and both

1 After his visit to llertfordshire in 1902, Rider Haggard
- wrotes "Were I asked what struck me most in that county

I think that I should answer, the submergence of the
Hertfordshire farmer. 'But where are the home people?!
I inquired after vislting a long succession of Scoteh and
Cornish asgriculturists., 'You must look for them in the
backwoods', was the reply. By 'backwoods', I may explain,
was meant those districts which are a long way from the
raillway line or station...." Op.cit.509-510 Vol,1l1.
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first and second generations of immigrant farmers are
comzonly found in the‘area to=day. In Little lunden
itself, only four of the nime farmers in 1950 were ofA,
Hertfordshire stock. Three were immigrants from the
pre-war years, and two were sons of 1mmigrants.

. Servants: In 1851, the families dependent on the country
houses and the estate contained low proportions of

natives from the parish, the immediate environs, and the
county, 8s compared to either farm labourers or the grdup‘
of tradesmen and c:aftsmég. (See Tables IIrIV)M A scrutiny
of the 1851 census schedules revealed that the higher
grade‘servantsl(e.g; the coachmen, hesd gardeners,Vand
gamekeepers) were rarely recruitcd locz1ly. QOften tﬁey
were natives of distant countieé, probébly hnving eithér
fqllowed their employers about the countryéide or moved
ffom_one 'big housef_to)anotpep’in the courﬁe of their
careers, The situation 15 similar(to-day. Although the
's?éﬁific pccupationai composition of the servent group ”
has changed over time -~ there are now fewer pgrsongl
'servants end a grealer proportion of the persons empldyed |
by the country houses‘are gardenéra - &é still find that
most members”of the gioup argA'foreigners'. Nearly all
have personal records of continual removél in search of
better positions or better housing. Few have any reél A
attachnent to the parish, except through théir-work, aﬁd
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those who do regard the parish as a permanent home are,
in most cases, elderly persons approachlng retirement.

Tradesmen and craftsmens An inspection of the relevant

birthplace data in Tables III and IV shows that the area
within which adults in tradesmen's and craftsmen's homes
were recruited, is very similar to-day to what it was ih
1851, Then, as now, some 80 per cent of the persons in
this‘section of the population were of Hertfordshire birth,
and about 60 per cent were matives of the immediate environs,
The absolute numbers involved in 1950 (and also in 1891
and 1921) are small, and we would not be justified in
generallzing from them. But the impressions coaveyed are,
firstly, that the group has for long been less 'foreign!
than either the servant or the farmer sections of the
population and, secondly, that it has lost little of its
indigeneous character over time,

working=-class commuters: The group of urban working-class

commiters, which has developed in the parish over the

past 30 to 40 years, shareswith the tradesmen and craftsmen
the distinction of having the highest proportion of

natives to the pariéh, the immediate environs, and the
county. (Tables II-IV) The fact thaot there are many
'locals'ﬁamong the coﬁmuters is easily éxplained; the

policy followed by‘the Rural District Council in allocating



=75~
council houses, which comprise the gresler part of the
sccommodation not ftied' to agricultural work, has
consistently been to give preference to innabitants who-
ara natives or who have resided in the parish for a long
timze Unlike the middle-class cémmutera, workers who
lecve the parish daily esre, for the most part, members
of fumilies that zre deeply involved in the life of the
paxish by virtue of kinship connexlons, chlldhood
expericnces and the like,
Labourarss In 1851, 96.1 per cent of the sdults in
lcbourers' homes were natives of Hertfordshire, 84,5
per ccnt were natives of the imuediste environs, and
34,1 per cent were ﬁersons born 1n the parish. (See Tables
I1-IV) Clearly, they were almost entirely an indigeneous
group, though short-range migration between parishes in
the inmmcdiste environs must have been common.1
The figures given in the tubles for 1891 show that
daring the course of the secoud half of fho century the
proportion of parich-born adults in labourers' homes rose

glizhtly. Probably this change was a result of the more

1 The system of hiring men and boys. annually for farn
work was still being practiced in the area, and .
unmarried labourers were probably very nobile. it
the seme time, there 1s aiple evidence on original
census schedules that the migration of married men
from one perish to another was also common, \jg find,
for example, that in 1851 some 30 per cent of the
labourers' homes in Iittle lMunden contained one or

more children who were not born in the parish, The
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mohile elements being drawn off to town. But it was not
until recent decades that any very significant éhange

in the geogrephical recrultment of agricultural labour
took place; In 1921, 73.3 per cent were still natives
of the parish and its environs, as against 73.8 per

cent in 1891 and 84,5 per cent in 1851, whereas by 1950,
the corresponding figure had fallen to 41.4‘per cent,

The tendency to recruit marriage partners from further
afield’must be taken to account for a part of this change,
but there is evidence of another significant movement,
namely, that, as transport facilities improved and

as the demands for lasbour in the nearby towns increased
after the first world war, natives of Little Munden

and its area tended to relinquish farm work. The
indigeneous labourers now often explicitly discourage théir
sons from going on the land; a Job in town, and security
of tenure in a council house, if available, are usually
considered infinitely more attractive than farm work and
a 'tied' cottage, and the demand for agricultural labour
has been met, more and more,‘by immigrants to the area,

Thus 1t is that the proportionsof strangers to the county,

obvious inference is that at least thirty per cent of all
labourers had moved to the parish as married men, And this
figure must be considered as a low estimate, for, with
children leaving home at an early age and with a high rate
of infant mortality, it is to be expected that the census
schedules for numbers of immigrant femilies should bear no
entries betraying their removel to the parich ag g family
unit. ‘
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the area, 2nd the parish in farm labourers' homes are

now higher than in those of either parish trodesmen and
craftcmen or working-class commuters. For exsmple, only
i?.l per cent of sgriculturzl lsbourers and their wives
were bora in Little Munden, as against 33.3 per cent of
adults in tradesnen's and craftsmen's hoses, and 32,8

per cent in the hozes of working-class commters. (See
Table II, and evidence of the same contrast in Tobles III
and IV) o

Parental Orisins of Brides and Dridesrooms
in the Little iunden arca, 1850=1949, '

The datas In order to gain an insight into trends in the
sociel recrultment of the population over the past century,
an analysis wags made of the occupational entries found
on the certificates of marris~zes that were cohtrdctedl'
between 1850 and 1949 by partners, onc or bOthrof whom -
clained residence in the parishes of Little lMunden,
Benington, Sacoube and Watfon.l""

Marriage certificates in England bear threc
occupational entries - described on the official form

as 'rank or profescion! - referring in turn to the‘bridegroom,

1 Information from these certificates was also used for

' en enalysis of the geographic recrultment of marriage
partners, vhich is reported in Chapter V. The reader
will find, in an appendix to Chapter V, a discussion
on the coverage provided by the certificates consulted.
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prihciple; suéh besic information cen be-used for séVeral

the bridegroom's fathar‘and_the bride's father.

far—re*chino analyaes bearinu on the quebtions of the
social recruitmnn and social selectlon of a population.
Unfortunately, however, ‘marriaze registers are not ideal
sources of oaia for studieg'oi this kind. Apert from

*he techuicdl poinu that biiaes and bridegrooms cannot,

in any community, be xegaidcd as strictly representative

of the pers cns gzaduatino into the adult pqpulation, ‘there
is the more reriou» fact that the total sample may be e
severelj bia:ed uroubh one or more sections of a local
popalqtion boinD recruited wholly or partly as married
adult immivr nts., For examvle, most of the pre ent-day
mﬁddle—cles3 inhabitants of the Little Munden area. are
1mmigrants, and nearly all of vhem settled in the country-
sidn as adulta.‘ As a ICbUIt, we find that this particular
5rou§ is ¢ srceiy regrg»enued in toe local marrisge registers
and the few middla-class cases encountered have, in fact,
been discerded, Bub cther sections of the population

have alsb, at variiia timeu during the huadred years under
review; cowu.iﬂ d grezbez ur lessar proportions of persons

who ceme %o tha ar ea ab warried immigrants.  Thus the data

1 The offiiclsl form also provides a space for the entry
of the bride's 'rank or profaaaion, bat 1lu prsctice
this it;g is seldom recorded and no attempt was made
to use .
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nmay well contain bias, which we have no means of assessing,
Obviously, this limits their value for any statistical
analyses. Llaborate treatment has therefore been avoided,
and our object here.is confined to discovering the kind

of parental background from which persons in various sectlons
of the population have been drawn.

The upper class:l Occupational entries on marriage

certificates cannot be expected to shed iight on really
pertinent questions concerning the social recruitment of
upper—clasc inhabitants, and the fact, shown in Table V,
that 96.9 per cent of all upper class bridegrooms were
sons of upper class m2n,is certaihly not startling. More
surprising, perhaps, are the figures‘in Table VI, which
ghow that close on 20 per cent of the brides of upper
class men were not daushters of such. Inquiries in

1950 revealed that the isolated cases, within living
memory, of upper class Inhabitants marrying 'down',

- were remcmbered by the local population as events which
had been the subject of much gossip, and usually.the
couple concerned had not remained in the arca sfter

marrisage.

1' Iaving regard to the fact that the social status of
clergymen was higher in the last century thean it is
to-day, parsons were classified as members of the
upper class for the purpose of the present analysis,
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TABLE V . SOCIAL ORIGINS OF UPPER CLASS BRIDEGROQ:S
; - (in percentages)
Bridezroon's v Date of lMarrliarce

father's ‘ Whole period
catesory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upper class 95.7 100.,0 9G.6 96.9
Tarmer — - 2¢3 1.5
Tradesman or
craf tsnan 4.3 - - 1.5
Servant - - - -
Lebourer - - - ' -
Totel £100.0 100.0 99.9 99.9

N 23 13 30 66

TABLT VI SOCTIAL ORIGINS OF BRIDES OF UPPIR CLASRS MEN
(in percentsges)

pride's father's - Date of NMarriage Whole period
catesory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upper class 78.3 76.9 - 8G.2 8l.5
Farmer 17.4 . 15.4 etk 10.8
Tradesman or
craoftsman - 7.7 10.3 6.2
| Servant 4,3 - ' - 1.5
Labourer - | - - -
‘Total . 100,0  100.0 999 100.0
N | 23 / 13 29 " 65

Notes In compiling Tables V and VI  the data drawn from the
nein marrisge recister sample (based on the records of
Benington, Little Liunden, Sacombe, and Wwetton) were
supplemented with comparable data from two sdditionsl
parishes in the area (Great llunden and Ilertingfordbury).
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Farmers: Table VII shows that, over the past century,
84,7 per cent of bridegrooms who were farmers, were
thenselves sons of farmers, and that this proportion
fell fronm 95.2 per cent over the period 1850-1879 to
8l1.3 per cent over the period 1910—1949.l It can be
seen, too, thot out—group recruits to farming canme
principally from the lower ranks of village society.

But, although the self-recruiltment rate strikes one
as being high, the results of loczl inquiries suzgest that
the entry into farming of sons of tradesmen and craftsmen,
gervents ond labourers, has, over the past 70 or 80 years,
nade a very substantlal contribution to the displacement
of old—=established families of Hertfordshire farmers. The
details of these inquiries are as followss information
wac obtalned concerning 19 out of 20 farm occuplers in
the two parishes of Iittle llunden and Great lunden in
1950. It was found, firstly, that nine are of native
stock in the sense that. as far as they know. their
ancestors hafealweys lived in these parts,' while the other.

1 It is of inberest to note that the self-recruitment rate
for 1910-1949 is similar to those reported by two carlier
inter~war studies in Weles., In 1925 Ashby and Jones
found that 75 per cent of a sample of 624 Welsh farmers
were sons of farmers, and Rees reported similer regsults

" from an investipgation carried out in 1939-40 into the
orizing of the occuplers of 70 farms of 20 acres and over
in Northern llontgomeryshire. Cf.A.W. Ashby and J,M.Jones
"The Socisl Origin of Fermers in Weles" The Socionlomical
Review Vo. XVIII No.2, April 1926. p.l135, and Alwyn D.Rees
Life 1in a Welsh Countryside, Unlversity of Vales Press,
19_50, p.184.
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10 for whom information was obtained, are immigrants
or sons of lmmigrants. Out of the nine who are of native
stock, only two are descendants in the male line from persons
who were
/farninz before the agricultural depresczion of the 1870s
and 13830s. Both claimed, in reply to specific ianguiry,
that tuelr ancestors were 'gentlemen faruers', but social
distinctiohs between thece two and some of the 'or&iﬁary’
locnl men who have iisen to occupy larger faras, are no
lohger discernible.

Teble VIII shows that, over the paSt century as a
whole, close on 50 per cent of4£armer$' brides were
daughters of faruers end Just over 20 per ccnlt were
daughters of tradeszen and craftsmen. Eut both these
perccantages are lower for the nost recent period shown
in the table (1910—1949); On the other hand,the prroportion
of farmers! brides who are daughters of servants or
lsbourers has not changed appreciably, and it is clear
thot the recent decreases in the recruitnent of farmers!
bridszs fronm emongst daughters of farmers and of tradesmen
and craftsaen is compensated for by increasing recruitment
from anongsy daﬁghters of men with urban-industrial

occupations.l Clearly, the data suggezt that there has

1 1In this connexion, it must be explained, that increasin~
recrultment of brides or bridegrooms from smon~st sons
of men with urban-industrial occunations doeg Bot
neces32Tlly reirlect Increasing recrultment from the urban
world, This remark anplies to all the btables given in this
section of our study. Fathers(of brides ang pridegroons)
with urban-irdustrial occupations mey well be, 2nd no
doubt many are, counbrymen by birth and upbrirnzing vho

‘
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TABLE VII  SOCIAL ORIGINS OF FARMERS (BRIDEGROOMS)
(in percentages)

gi%%:%f;om's Date of Marriage Thole period
crtegory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upner class - 450 - 1.6 1.8
Farmer 95.2 84,¢C 8l.3 84,7
Tradesnan or |
craftsman 4,8 4,0 7.8 6.3
Servant - - 4,7 2.7
Lebourer - 4,0 3.1 2.7
Urban-Industrial = 4,0 1.6 1.8
Total 100,0 100,0 100.1 100,0
N ' 22 25 64 111

iABLE VIITI SOCIAL ORIGINS OF FARVERS' BRIDES
(in percentages) ~
Bride's father's: Date of Marrisge , Wwhole period

cnteory 1550-1879» 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upper class - - o 6.5 3,7 |
Former 524 58.3 43,5 48,6
Tradesman or

eraftsman . 28.6 25,0 17.7 21l.5
Servent 4,8 8.3 3.2 4.8
Lobourer 9.5 4,2 - 8.1 7.5
Urban-Industrial, g 4.2 21.0 . 14.0
Total 100,.0 100.0 . 100.0 100.1

N 21 24 62 107

Notes In compiling Tables VII and VIIIthe data drawn from
the main marriage reglster sample (based on the records of
Benington, Iittle Munden, Sacombe, and VWatton) were
supplemented with comperable data from two additional
parishes in the arca (Great Munden and Hertingfordbury)
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'Been a significant change over recent decades, and this
receives some corroboration from informavion on the
social ofiglns of farners'! wives in Licvtle lunden and
Great Munden in 1950: out of 20, only 5 were faracrs'
daushters. Althoush farmers are largely recruited from
amongst sons of farmers, farmers' foemllies apparently
constitute e less discrete section of the comrmunity than
they used to.

Tradesmen and craftsmen: Table IX showsa that the‘self-

recruitment rate of tradesmen and craftsmen declined from
65,8 per cent over the period 1850-~1879 to 41.2 per cent
in 1910-1949, And even these figures hide the full extent
of the fall over the past century; a more detailed analysis
(not shown here) revealed that in'the 18505 and 1860s
just over 72 per cent of tradesmen and craftomen were sans
of tradeémen and craftsmen. (The corresponding figure
for 19350-1949 was virtually the same as for 1610-1949,
i.e. about 40 per cent.)

The decline in the proportion of tradesmen and
créftsmeh who followed their fathers'! occupations ranks

anong the most important changes wrought ia the rural

worked in the nearby towns. On the basis of marriage
recister data 1t is impossible to distinguish between
fathers who were townsmen and fathers who were countrymen
working in town,
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TABLE IX SOCIAL ORIGINS OF TRADTIAEN AND CRARTSIIEN
‘(DRID‘ mﬁ\)\)m ))

(in percentages)

Bridesroon's Date of Marriage

father's ' Whole period

caterory 1850—1879 18u0—1909 1910~1949 18)0-1949

Upper ¢lasé 1.3 1.1 - 0.7

Farmer 7.6 9.9 e 7 6e5

Tradesman or | :

craftsman 65.8 52.7 41,2 51.0

Servent . 12.7 . 11.0 16,2 13.7

Lobourer 12.7 16,5 28,7 | 20.9

Urban~Industriszl - . 8.8 10.3 7.2

Total - 100.1 100,0 100.1 - 100.0

N ' 79 - : 92 136 306
TABLE X SOCTAL ORIGIW” OF TRFDPUINN S AWU CRhFTShEW'“
" - BRIDES , :
(in percentages) |

Bride's father's Date of Marrdage' = ypo)e period
. catezory 1850-1879 1880—1909 1910-1949 1850-1949

Upper class - SRR - -

Farmer 12.3 8.9 Tl 9.1

Tradesnan or = . ~

craftsman 33.3 40,0 25.7 31.9

Servent 18.5. 14,4 15.4 16.0

Lasbourer 24,6 333 30.1 5.2. 2
Urban-Industrial 1.2. 3.3 21.3 10.7

Total _ 99.9 99.9 99.9 | 99.9

N | 81 % 136 307



community over the pasﬁ—ggﬁtuny. As the prosperity of

many service establishments in the area declined, so

were these increasingly taken over by séns of lsbourers

znd serveants, and of men with urban-industrial occupations.
Naturally; factors tending to resist the dispersal

of the old stock of tradesmen and craftsmen were not

entirely wenting., Family traditions and the inheritance

of capital investéd in small service establishmentsv

undoubtedly played a part in checking the descrtion of

the countryside by descendants of this clasg. Iéolated

cases of.small service establishments which are held, or

which have only recently been glven up, by descendants of

pre=1850 tradesmen and craftsmen are still found in the area,

Two exaomples encountered in the course of field work may

be citeds The first 1s that/gf£1acksmith's shop which was

owvned and run by members of the same fanily from the early

eizhteenth century up to the 1930s. Throughout this period

numbers of sons in the family migrated to town, but one

or two members of each generation remained to carry on

the family tradition until, in the 19203, =2ll the sons of

the then owner left for London to Join a prosperous firm

established by an uncle who had himself left the area

some years earlier 'to seek his fortune's  The second

exanple is that of a public house run by the same family

from sbout 1780 until a few years sgo, when the surviving
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heir, who has achleved a considerably h}gher social
status than his father, declined to foliow the family
trade at the {time of his father's death.

One of the above cases was found in Little llunden
itself, but to-day this parich conbains no tradesaan
or craftsman who has followed his fatliex's footsteps;

The two shops, the four pubs and the forge are all run
by sons or dzsughters of labourers, end the local self-
employed builder a.iso is a labourer's son.

Thz data glven in Table X sug est that over the past
hundred years close on a third of the wives of tradesnmen
and craftcmen have been the daughters of men of similer
standing. It might hove been expected that in the 1850s,
1860s and 1870s, at which time the men in this class were
more heovily self-rccruited, the proportion of brides
who were daughters of tradecmen and croftcmen should also
have been higsher, but the data yleld evidence of 1little
chense over time, except such as can be accounted for by
increasing recruitment of wives from amongst daughters

of men with urban-industrisl occupations.l

1 It must be stressed that the fipures in Table X cannot
be interpreted 25 ‘evidence that there wss no status
distinction between tradesmen and craftomen, on the
one hand, and labourers, or the other. The Dpresent
series of tables shows the actual composition of
brides of men in different catezaries. To make any
attempt to determine whether there was a status
difference between ssy, tradesmen and croftsmen, on
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Serventos  Pables XI and XII set out data on the

regruitimont of serverts aand their brides. IV coen be
seen thst over the lO0=year period there has becen
releotively little variation sbout the averege in-group
recruitment rotes of 34,8 per cent for bridesrooms and
of 19.3 per cint for brides, end thet out=group recrults
hé&e been drovn principally from the ranks of trodesaen
ani'crzftsnen, and lsbourers.

Apriculbural labouvrers: From Tables XITII and XIV it can

be scen that over the past hundred years 80 per cent of
1aboarersvand 75.5 per cent of labourers' brides were
chiidren of lsbourers, but the figures for 1910-1949 show
a marked fell es coupered to earlier periods. In fact,

an cnalysis (mot showa in fhe table) for 1830-1949,
revesled thnot over this period only 57 per cent of lsbourer
bridegrooms and 54 per cent of labourerst brides vere
children of lahourers, and that the renaining recrailts to

the 'classt of sgricultursl labourers hove been drawn

the one hand, and lsbourers, on the other, we would first

have to assume that our sample of dbrides and bridezrooms
contained correct precportions of persons from different
sections of the population. We have slrezdy explained that
our sznple may be strongly biassed, and we clearly cannot
assune that 1t 1s not,. It nay be said, however, that an
analysis (not given here) uade on the probably false

essuaptlon just mentioned, did sugmest that differcaces between
tradesmen and crafisncn, on the one hand, and labourers, on the
other, were more marked in the second halfl of the nineteenth
century than they ere to-day. The same analysis foiled to
sugiest any status difference betwgen servants snd the group

of tredesmen and craftsmen, o



-89~

TABLE XTI SOCIAL ORIGINS OF SERVANTS (BRIDAGROOMS)
(in percentages)

Bridegroon's Date of Mmrringei

father's » Whole period

catesory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-194S 1850-~1949

Upper class - 1.0 - 0.5

Farmerxr ’ 209 2.0 lol'l' 1.9

Tradesmsn or

craftsman 20.0 19,2 19,2 19,3

Servont 31,4 37,4 32,9 34,8

Labourer 45,7 34,3 28.8 34,3

Urbzn-Industrizl - 6.1 17.8 9.2

Total 100.0 100,0 100.1 100,0

N 35 99 73 207

TABLE XII SOCIAL ORIGINS OF SERVANTS' BRIDES
(in percentages)
Dote of Marrisze

Bride's father's " Whole period

caLeory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upver class - - - -
Farmer 3.0 3.0 1.3 2.4
Tradesman or - : ‘
craftsman 273, 303 25.0 27.9
Servant 2l.2 222 14,5 19,2
Lobourer 48.5  38.4  36.8 39.4
Urban-Industrial =~ 6.1  22.4 - 11,1
Total 100,0. 100,0 100.0 100.0

N 23 99 76 208 .
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PABLZ XITI ~ SOCIAL ORIGINS OF LABOURIRS (BRIDEGROONMS)
’ (in percentages)

Bridesroon's | o bate of Marriape ’

mtucr s _ Whole period
catce ory 1850-1879 1880-1909 1910-1949 1850-1949
Upper élass - - - -
Farmer 1.9 L3 2.7 2.0
Tradesman or | '

craftsman 6.7 9.6 15.4 10.1
Servant el . 32 8.8 5.0
Labourer  87.3 82.4 66.5 80;0
Urban-Industrial 0.7 245 0.6 _ 3;0’
Total 100.0 100.0 1100,0  100.1

N 1267 157 182 €06
TABLE XIV | SOCIAL ORIGINS OFF LABOUREURS' BRIDES
o ~ (in percentoges)

Bride's father's Date of Marriage Whole period
catesory 1850-1879 1880—19094 1910-1949 1850-1949
_Upper class - - - -
Faormer 2.5 2.5 2.2 2.3
Tradecman or ’

craftsman 11,2 11.1 15.5 - 1245
Servant ’ v 3.9 501 7.8 4.8
Urban-Industrial 0.8 1.9 0 13,3 4,8
Totsl  100.0 100.1 99.9 99.9

N 258 162 180 600
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increasingly, from amongst children of tradesmen and
craftsmen, Servants, and urban-industrial workers. This
trend points to the loss of identity of agricultural
labourers as a distinctive element 1n the community.l
Farm work is now only one of a humber of avenues of
unzkilled and semi=skilled employment in the area. It

is still the least favoured, but commonly, men enter it
simply for the sake of temporary advantages that it
presents (e.g. for the housing that goes with it) and
sometimes with the express intention of transferring to
another occupation after a few years., Understandably
under such conditions, mobility in and out of agricultural
work 1s high, and the tendency to regard it as the natural
career of farm labourers' sons has disappeared. Excluding
immigrant labourers, farm workers in Little hinden to-day
are quite as likely to be sons of, say, lorry drivers or

gardeners, as sons of labourers.

Urbsn commuterss Table XV gives the parental origins

of bridegrooms in the sample who were resident in our
area but who were following occupations of an urban-

industrial character. A few of these bridegrooms may,

1 The marrisge register data glven here naturally tend
to reflect the origins of labourers who are local,
Among the immigrant labourers the proportion of those
who are sons of labourers 1s undoubtedly higher,
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of course, have been working in one of our parishes but

it 1is safe to assume that the large majority were urban

commuters. It can be seen that for the period 1910-1929

only 20 per cent of such workers were sons of men who

TABLE XV ORIGINS OF BRIDEGROOMS RUWSIDIENT IN THE
RS T moadGb) 1IN URBAN OGOUPATIONS
(EXCLIDLIG UP2ik CLASS RusIDENLS)

Bridegroon's
Father's 1910-1929 1930-1949 1910-1949
caterory No. % No. % No. %
Farmer 3 8.6 5 6.3 8 6.2
Tradesmen or

craftsmen 12 34.3 25 26.6 37 28.7
Servant 3 8.6 7 7.4 10 7.8
Agricultural

Labourer ‘ 10 28,6 19 20.2 29 22,5
Urban-Industrial 7 ~ 20,0 38 40,4 45 34,9
TOTAL 35 100,11 94 99,9 129 100.1

had themselves followed urban-industrial occupations, and

that this proportion increased to 40.4 per cent over the

period 1930-1949.

An analysis of the data (not shown

“in the table) for 1940-1949 suggested that by 1950 the

corresponding proportion was a little over 50 per cent,

For reasons which we have already explained. in

connection with earlier tables, we cannot assume that the

gons of urban-industrial workers were sons of rural
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residents working in town, and it follows that the
data do not necessarily show an increase in the
self-recruitzent of country-born commuterss Bub. the
point of interest 1s that, whether or not sons.of
vurban-industrial workers are sons of countrymen,. _qf_ ,
least 50 per cent of the bridegrooms in this section
of the population are still children of countrymen.
The analysis of the orlgins of comnuters' brides
need not be given in full, It is sufficlent to say that,
as would be expected, the data showed a similar large
proportion of urban workers' wives to be of rural

origins.

In introducing the foregoing analy..ais on the social
origins of the people, we stressed thut the data avallable
to us canmt be expected t;o yiald precise knowledge
comeming t;he recruitment of ’che population. Nevertheleos,
two points are abundantly clear from the table, rev:.ewed,
as well ss from our study of tho data on tm birthplaccs
of Little Munden s inhobitants. Firstly, the commnity
is one 1in vvhich there is, to-day, conf‘iderably less
homogeneity in origins than was the case in the last
oenﬁury, or even 30 years ago. - Secondly, the trends
towards the diversification of backgrounds of various
sections of the population have on the whole been slow
but steady. This second point 1s the more importaut one to
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remember in viewing the present-daj comzuni ty situastion.

1014 femilies!

With the comparatively high rates of inward
nigration thot have prevalled over the past century,
it is concelvable that the descendants of Little lunden
inhabitants of, say, the mid-nineteenth century could
have been altogether replaced by new families over the
course of ﬁime. But this has not happened, and the
parish to-day has a quite‘substéntial nucleus of 'old
fomilies's  The fact 1is not merely of passing interesty
the presence of fold fami}ies' is,in a very real sense,
an integrating factor in community 1life.

This point is well illustrated byvthe following
extract from a letter, written by the local Reétor in
the Parish Magazine in 1935; g

'An event of interest to our Church and parish
has Just taken place. MNr. John Smith having
recently passed the agé of 80 years has felt it
necessary to resign his position as Parish Clerk
and Sexton. He would have completed 40 years
service at the coming Eastere eeoees His
reéignation makes a break.iﬁ a long family connection;
his grandfather, William Smith, became parish clerk
111 years'agb and was followed by his son Jaameg,

and he by our friend John, nephew of James. lr.Tom May
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has been appointed to f£ill the offices
with the assistance of his wife, who 1s
a great—érand—daughtef of John.Smith, So
thoush we have lost the old name, we are

eble to kecp up the succession....' 1

A first impression of the size of the nucleus of
101d famillies' can be obtained by coﬁparing surnames
recorded on the 1851 census schedules with those
encountered in the parish in 1950. According to the
1851 census schedules, there were, at that date, 125
households in the parish and between them they bore
c2 different surnames. Of these names, 22 were horne
by 40 of Iittle Munden's 130 households in 1950. Thus,
23%.9 per cenf of‘the nameé from 1851 were still found
in the parish in 19505and 30.7 per cent of the families
of thé ﬁresent-déy Bear such names.

Not knowing to what extent the above figures could
be taken as an indication of the proportion of families
who are descended from 1851 parish stock, or of the
proportion of families of the year 1851 that still have
descendants in the parish, a study of the hisﬁories of
residence of present-day families was undertaken. Using
such information as inhabitants could supply, &s well as
local marriage, baptismal, and burial registers, and the
1851 census schedules,it was ascertained that 34 or 26,2
per cent of the parish's femillies (households) in 1950

1 Fictitious names have been used in this quotation.
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in fact contained one or more persons who are
deccendants of familles 1nhabiting the perlsh one hundred
years ensrlier. The 34 prezent-dsy families concerned,
include: the squire, one middle-closs fnmily, two
faraers, five tradesmen and craftemen (publicans, the
selffeméloyed builder, shopkecpersz, etc.), 17 families
or urbzn working-class comauters, six of lsbourers, and
two of estate employees. In addition to these, there
_are a further 12 fenilles (houscholds) containiln: members
whé, thouzh not descendants of 1851 inhobitants, are
parishioners by birth and, in several cases, by a family
gssoclation of two or three generstions, loreover, there

are also a number of families with mombers descended
from 101d fomllies'! of nelghbouring perishes.

It cen thus be secn thot despite the continual

migrations of the past céntury, the population contains
a substantlol proportion of families with deep roots
in the parish, and is, therefore, one that would be
expected to have strong centimental aszociastions with

the locality.



CHAPTER FIVE

DICLINE IN TS SOCIAL SELF-SUFRPICINICY
OF PARISdnG, 1850=1949

(An analysis of the geograsphic recruitment
of marriasge partners)

In Chapﬁer ITI we referred to the infl@ence of
advances in methods of transport on different aspects
of the economic and demographic'structure of Little
Munden and its environs. Ve noted in particular that
the use of‘motor tranépo:tkhas affoected the self-
suf{iciency of parishes in :egsrd to the provision of
‘rétail:goods and Servic§s3 and that the general
iﬁpro#ement in transﬁbrt facilities, combined with the
féct of the érea's locaﬁion in relatlon to urban areas
has led a large section of the population to retain
rural residence while secking employment in urban areas.
To what extent has the evereincreasing ease of travel
about the countryside, and to the nearby towns,
effectively influenced the social dependence of the
individual on his immediate parish group? How far has
the parish remalned a soclally self-sufficient comaunity?

'In the present chapter we do not aim to answer the
above guestionsin the terms in which they are posed; our
object is confined to analysing the pattern of geo-~raphic

recruituent of marriage partners over the past century.
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But the questions indicate the relevance of the analysis
attempted to a central theme of our study. On the basis
of every-day experience we can postulate that the extent
to which the parishes in our area are, and have been,
discrete community or neighbourhood groups must be
reflected in the extent of what we may, for convenience,
¢call parish tendogamy! and 'exogamy'. The tabulations
presented on the following peges are therefore designed
to discover (a) the proportions of inhabitants recruiting
marriage partners from inside and outside their own
parishes, (b) the trends of change over time in this
respect, and (c) the differences existing between various

gsections of the population.

The data and the method.

The data used in this enalysis are drawn from four
parishes - Benington, Littlg Munden, Sacombe, and Watton =
each of which has for long been a well=-demarcated community,
comprising two or more villages or hemlets, and lgading
its own communal 1life, Althouzh alterations have been
made to the boundaries of the four parishes from time to
time over the po2st century, none of these changes has
geriously affected their respective village and hamlet
compositions, and all four parishes thus constitute
convenient units of study for our present purposes,

Certificates of marriage bear, amongst other details,
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the addresses of both a bride and a bridegroom at the
tine of their nmarrisge, and it 1s a simple matter to
tabulate persons who were married at different periods
according to whethef they married a partner from the
same parish as themselves, from a neardby parish, or from
any other particular area. Attention must, however, be
drarn to two major methodological questions which arise
in connection with the use of the marrisge certificate
data.

Firstly, there is the question whether the particular
certificates consulted for the inquiry provide an adequate
covefaae of all marriages contracted by residents of the
four parishes, The point is discusced in an gppendix
to this chapter. The canclusion?gig%e is that while the
coverage 1is noé absolutely complete;it is sufficiently
~wide for us to attach significance to the analysis presented
in this chapter.

The second methodological question that arices is
whether we are Justified in escuming that the places of
residence recorded on a certificate are the places where
a bride and a bridegroom were in fact living prior to
their marrisge. On a small number of the certificates,
the bride was recorded as having two addresses = one
in a local parish and one away. It is not difficult to
see how this arose, A girl would leave her parish to
Qork in London or elsewhere, but would return to her

parental home for her wedding. Now, the difficulty is that
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we cannot know the number of such cases for which only
one address wzs recorded. TFurthermore, we must face
the possibility that a certain nuamber of men who
emigrated from the area over the past century nay also
have used their parental home addresses when making

declarstions t0 marriage officers.l

In retrospect,
there is no direct way of ascertaining the number of
tfalse' addresses that may have been recorded in the
marriage registers., But 1t will be seen that a careful
study of the data allows us to make certain assunptions

on this score.

Chanres over Time in the Overall Rates
of Parish "Endopamy' and 'ixogamy'

Table I gives, for each decade since 1850, the
proportions of persons claiming residence in one or other
of the four parishes, who married (a) partncrs from the
sane parish as themselves, (b) partners from the immediate
environs}of their respective home parishes, (¢) partners
from Hertfordshire beyond the imnediate environs of their
home parishes, and (d) partners from outside the county.
Inspection of the first column in the table reveals an

apparent fall over the past century of 42,3 per cent in

1 It is not only a question of whether a bride or
bridegroom returned 'home' for his or her narriage, but
of whether they claimed residence at 'home' when having
banns of marriage published. It 1s explained in the
appendix to this chapter that a person marrying away,
but clainming residence in one of our parishsa, would
fall into our sample.
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GUOGRAPIIIC RECRUITMENT OF MARRIAGE PARTABRS,
Y850-1949 (DARLSI 3 OF BolloGiun, LITihe
 WUN Ty OACJWBA AND WATION) =

Percentage distributions for successive decades of
marriage partners claiming resideace in the parishes
of Benington, Little llunden, Sacombe and Watton who
marrieds :

(a)

partners resident in the same parish as
themselves;

(b) partners resident in a parish in the
immediate environs of the home parish;*
(¢) partners resident 1n Hertfordshire beyond
the imnediate environs of the home parish;
(d) partnéfs resident in another county.
Year of ' | o
flarriace (a) (b)Y (e) (4) Total N
1850-59 8l.5 7,3 . 8.2 3.0 100,0 233
1860-69 76,9 12.2 4.9 5.9 = 99.9 286
1870-79 68,1 11.8 8.7 1ll.4 100.0 229
1880-89 61l.1 1l2.1 9.5 17.4 100.1 190
1890-99 52.2 12.8 13.8 21.2 100.0. 203
1900-09  47.5 7.6 18.4 26.5 100.0 223
71910-19 - 47.8 1l.5 12.0 28.7 100.0 209
1920-29  43.9 17.3 17.3 21.5 100.0 237
1920=39  4l.4 20.7 18.8 19.2 = 100.1 261
1950-49  39.2 -13.6 17.7 2%.4 - 99.9 - 265

* The immediate environs were defined as those

- parishes whose princlpal village or hamleg
lies within a radiusgs of four miles from the
home parish. Thus each parish had a slightly
different 'imnediaste environs' arez. The
environs of Little lMunden, Sacombe, and Watton
covercd 12 parishes each, and the environs of
Benington covered 1l parishes.



the proportion of persons who married within their own

1 Taking all the data shown for

parish communities.
the period 1850-59, it would eppear, firstly, that a
century ago it was exceptional for inhabitants to‘marry
texogamously' and, secondly, that a large majority of
the few persons who did then nmarry outside their own
parishes, married within the county., The fipgures for
the period 1940-49 would suzizest a very different
pictures a little'ovér 60 per cent of the inhabitants
 appear to have been marrying outside.their respective
parishes, and between one quarter and one third to have
married partners from outside Hertfordshire. When the
tabulated datg for intervening decades are scrutinized,
it would seem that the period of most rapid change came
pefore the end df the laét century. (Note, for example,
the percentage distribution for 1890499 bears a closer
resemblance to that for 1940-49 than to the distribution
for 1850-1859.) 1In other words, the evidence suggests,
without critic&l examination, that the decline in the |

social self—sufficiency of the local perish groups was

Emphasis nust be laid on the fact that the table shows
proportions of persons marrying ‘*endogsmously' (Col.a)
and 'exogamouslyT (the sum of Cols.b,c, and d), and not
proportions of 'endogsmous' and ‘exogamous' marriaces,
To clarify the point, let us consider the data Tor a
particular decades during the course of the period
1850-59, 233 individuals (men and women) from one or
other of the four parishes married; of thege 233,

190 or 8l.5 per cent married within their respective



-103~-

most marked before the dsys of the bicycle, the motor-car
and the bus.

Having noted these points, let us consider the
evidence for, and against, accepting the figures in Table I
as an indication of the rate and extent of expansion in
the area within which marriage;partncrs are drawi.

We know that it is tréditidnallfér.girla vut not
for nen to return to parental homes for their marriages{
Thus, if 'false' addresses were frequently recorded on
certificates over the past century, we would expect the
fact to be reflected in our data by the number of brides
claiming residence in one of the four pariches being
significantlj in excess of the number of bridegrooms doing

so, and, in consequence, by an apparently lower rate of

parish 'endogamy' for women then for men. Table II

shows that this is exactly what we do find when the dﬁtq
for brides and bridegrooms claiming locel residence are
analysed separately. Throushout the depopulation phase
(i;e. up to the 1920s) the number of brides who, sccording

parishes, and 43 or 18,5 per cent married outside their
respective parish groups. Thus 95 or 68.8 per cent of the
marriases - one or both of whose partners were resident in
one or other of the four parishes = were 'endogamous', and
43 or 31.2 per cent were 'exogamous', It can be scen that
the proportion of persons recorded as marrying 'endogamously!
fell from 8l.5 per cent in 1850-59 to 39.2 per cent in
1940-49 (Table I). A separate snalysis, not shown here,
revealed that the proportion of 'endogamous'! marriages

fell ovebt the same period from 68.8 per cent to 24,9

per cent, ‘
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(a)

(b)
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NUMBERS AND PROPORTIONS OIF MEN AND OT
WOl LARRY Lig Lvo D DIl OVN PARIGH
Co..UNTTIEs, 1850 = 1949

(Parishes of Benington, Little Mundcn,
uacombe and Wation)

‘Total number of bridegrooms claining recsidence

in one of the four parishes al time of narriage.

Kuaber of bridegrooms eazch of whom married a

~bride claining rcqidence in the came parish as

(e)

(d)

(e)

()

Yeaor

himself.

Percentaze of bridegrooms each of whom married

a bride claiming resldence in the sone parish
as himself. (i.e. (b)/(a) x 100)

Total nuunber of brides claiminU rcsidence in
onz of the four parishes at time of marriage.

Rumber of brides each of whom married s bridegroon
claiming residence in the game parish as herself.

Percentage of brides each of whom married a
bridegroom claiming residerce in the same perish
as herself. (i.e. (e)/(d) X lOO)

el gt
marTiLam

1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
190C
1510
1920
1930
1940

e -
oo HRIDNSROONS | BRIDNS
(2) () (e) (d) (e) ()

-5 109 95 &7%.1- 124 95  76.6
- 69 137 110 ao,a 149 110 73.8
-7 l1 78 77.2 128 7 60.9
-8 80 58 725 110 583 52,7
-99 84 55 630 119 55 4.5
09 97 53 54.6 126 53 42,1
-19 8 50 53.1 125 50 40,7
~29 110 52  47.3 127 52 40,9
-39 138 54 39.1 123 54 43,9

- 49 141 . 52 356.9 124 52 . 41,9
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to the marriage certificates, claimed to live in the
Iittle Munden area, was consistently higher than the
correspénding number of bridegrooms. As a result, the
proportion of women marrying tendogamously' appears
considerably lower than the correspoﬁding proportion

" for men, the difference between the male’and female
rates being as high as 20 per cent in the 1880s.

Clearly, tpis strongly sugszsests that the percentages
of men marrying 'endogamously'! over the past century
must be regarded as the better index of the resident
population's emancipation from the narrow confines of
the pérish groups.

Bﬁt we nmust still ask ourselves whether we can be
surc that male emigrants did not alsb commonly claim
perishes of origin as places of residence in‘making
declarstions to marriage officers. A clue to answering
this question is found in the bridegrooms! occupations
recorded on the marriage certificates. We know that
during the period of depopulation large numbers of young
unmarried men left‘our_area for urbsn destinations. We
also know that up to 30 or 40 years ago the area had a

1

*typically rural' occupational structure. If there was an

1 By a 'typically rural' occupstionzl structure, I
mezn a population consisting almost exclusively of
upper-class inhabitants, farmers, tradesmen and
craftcuen, servants, and agricultursl labourers,
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appreciable tendency dﬁring the depopulation phase for
men migraﬁing to town to claim parish residence at the
time of thelr respective marriages; we would expect to
find a significently large nuaber of persons with urban-
industrial occupations incluéed in our sample of
supposedly loceol bridegrooms. In actualnfact, however,
we f£ind that up to and including the first decade of the
present cen?ury, the number of bridegrooms having both
an urban-industrial occupation and a local address, was
almost negligible. (See Table III) From the period
1910-1919 onwards, we find an increasing number of

TABLE III BRIDEGROONMS CLAIMING RESIDERCE IN
E_wﬂfu Lr’L o EILTLu I UN DEil, O A(, uL.B i

O(JVUE)H_L .I_U:\o N 1850_1942

No.of bridegrooms No. of those in
claiming residence Col.(1) who had

porienes 0O Mhimhmial  Sorecamens o
occupation Col. (1)
(1) (2) (3)
1850-59 - 109 0 0.0
1860-69 137 2 1.5
1870=79 101 5 5.0
' 1880-39 .80 3 3.8
1890-99 84 4 4.8
1900-09 98 5 5.1
1910-19 86 15 17.4
1920-29 110 ez 20.0
1930-39 128 29 21.0

1940~49 141 71 504 3
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bridegroons with occupations that cannot be classifiled

as rural, but it is recasonable to assume that this
incrcase is accounted for ehtirely, or very largely,

by the chansing occupational structure of the area. Ve
can thus infer that nmen migrating to town did not nomally
clezinm porish recidence after they had lcft the area for

an urban destination, And, this being 50, there is no
reason to suppose that an appreciable number of 'false!
sddresses should have been declsred by men who had left
one or other of our parishes for a rural destination.

The conclusion emerging from the foregoing discussion
would be, then, that the changing raté of endogamy for
‘men , should be relied on as an index of emancipation from
the parish in preference to the coﬁbined male and female
rate. Héving made this obsefvation, let us return to
check on the inferences tentativély drawn on the basis of
the data given in Taﬁle I. Two points in particular must
be made, First, it can be inferred from Table II (Col.3)
thaot the fall over ﬁhe past century in the extent to which
inhabitants mérried persons'iiving within the same parish as

themsélves was in fact slightly greater than is suggested
by Table I. (Table I shows a fall from the 18503 to the
19403 éf 42,3 per cent, Whereqé Col (3) of Teble II shows
a fall of 50.2 per cent). Secondly, on the basis of
the relevent data in Table II, it eppears incorrect to
sugsest that the period of most rapid decline came in
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the nineteenth century, before the days of motor
transport. In actual fact, the fall in the ppqportian
of local men who marrled local brides was falrly steady
throughout the past ceatury. ‘ _ i
" What does this decline in the recruitment of parish
brides signify? Does it me2an that more men are actually
meeting their brides outside parish boundaries? Or can
it be that they still meet them in the local community
but thet migrations taking place between the time of
meeting and the time of marriage account for the
decreasing rate of parish 'endogamy'?

For pguldance in answering these questions, inguiries
were made into the places where Little Munden men, who
had married 'foreign' girls between 1940 and 1949, first
met their wives., It was found that there were six
marricges of Little kunden bridegrooms to brides claiming
residence beyond the immediate environs of the parish but
within Hertfordshire, and eight marriages of Little Munden
nen to glrls clalming residence outside the boundaries of
Hertfordshire, ©For one df the six marrisges in the
former cetegory, information concerning the place whefe
partners met could not bé ascertained. But in ali the
remaining five céses, men'had net their brides in the
localftowns. |

Out of the eight marriages of Little Munden men to
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girls claiming residence outside the boundaries of
llertfordshire, one was between two partners who had
_aétually net when both were permanent residents of
.the‘pariah. The girl had subsequently migrated amnd .

the impression that the marriage was an 'exogamous' one
is thcrefore misleadin ~ But the remaining seven cases
were all of partmers who had genuinely met outside their
recpective areas of permgnent residence, though at a
time vhen one or the other was temporarily awzy from .
his or kher home (e.g. on holidsy or in the army).

The difference between the two categories of cases
Kreported sugrests that the increasing rates of 'exogamy!
'ru ccrlded over past years reflect two dlstinct trends:

incfeasing movement of a kind wvhich in most cases does

not anount to permaneunt migration, and ircreasing
Dsrticipation on the part of parish inhabitants in the
life of the IOCul tovns.

Both these trends h:ve 1lad to the individual belng

éx@osed,morg’adq'maréito the risk of merciege outside
his own parish. Dub we clearly cananot interpret the
fact that people travel outside the county more than they
used to 'do as nccesgarily indicating a reduction in the
soclal dependence of the individual on his parish group
in day-to-day life,

Ideally, thereforc, we should, in order to arrive
et an index of the decreasing social self-sufficiency of
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parish groups, calculate an 'exogamy' rate based only
on the cases of men who met their brides when both
pertners were resident in their respective homes. This
caanot be dons with the data at our dlsposal, but 1t

geens reasoneble to assume, on the basis of the smll
senple investigated in Little lunden, that a rate based
on the marriages of such local men as married brides with
Hertfordshire addresses should be a good irdication of
the exteat to which exposure to marriage with persons -
frcn nearty towns amd w}illages has 1ncreased,

Further calculations were therefore made to show
the ratio 'of local men marrying ‘bridés frdm"théir own
parlches to local manmarrying brides from iI’artfordshire
but not from their own parishes. In other words, all men
vith brides from beyond Hartfoi-dshire boundaries were
altogether excluded from the new calculations, The
results showed that the parish 'endogamy! rate computed
in this way fell by 11 pc.,r cent from 86,7 per cent in
1850-1859 to 75.7 per cent 1in1900~1909, ond by 2L.4
per cent, since 100~1509, to 54,3 per cemt in 1940-1049,
Thus, the position to-day 1s that a mon in the Iittle
Munden arca is about as likely to go courting in a
ncarby villesge or town as he is to do so in his own
parish, whereas a century ago 1t was exceprtlonal for one's

courting ectivities to be staged outside on2's own parish.
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Differentisl Rates of Parish 'Eundo~anv!
and " EXOZ iy :

Table IV gives the proporticn of ren in three
particular sections of the population whose brides were
recerulted fronm the esme parish ss themselves. Uafortunately,
the number of marriages cuntracted by farmers® sons in
our sample is small (upper-cless marrioges of men
living in the ereca were cven fevwer and have not been

tzbuloted). fhe tieble nevertheless shows conclusively

TABLE IV  DIFFERWITIAL GROGRAPIIC RECRUITIIENT
Or #BRIDui OF Mhil, DISTTWGILISIING
BTN TR GG BnCTTOWS O T

POPULATION, 1850=1949

The percentages indlcate the proportions of
men whoge brides claimed residence in the
same parish as themselves.

(a) BSous of farmers

(b) Somns of tradesmen, craftcmen and
servants

(¢c) Sons of labourers.

(ad (b) (e)
Period o N 7 N % N

/9 ”

1850-1869 63,6 11 68.4 38  89.6 182
1870-1889 53,8 13 60,6 33  83.7 104
1890-1909 42,9 14  55.1 49 70.5 95
1910-1929  55.0 20 52.9 70 55.4 83
1930-1949 25.0 25 44,5 83 41,0 78
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thet in the niddle of the lasb century there wos a
nexked differencé between the proportion of lsbourer's
wives who were recrulted from the trne parish asz thelr
husbzads, and the corresponding proportion for the other
sactions of the population. This differcace reusiued
during the sscord half of the century, bt hac larsely

dlsanreared over the past few decrdes,



-113-

APPENDIX TO CIHAPTER V

A Methodological Note on the Adequacy of the
Coverage Provided by larriage Certificates
Consulted in the Inquiry on the Geosranhical
Recrultment of Liarriage Partners

The data on the geographical recruitment of marrisge

partners presented in Chapter V were gathered from the

following sources:

(1) Marriage registers of the parish churches
of Little Munden, Beninzton, Watton and .
Sacombe,

(2) Banns-of-marriage rezisters of these parish
churches.

(3) Marrlage registers in the custody of the
Superintendent Registrars for the

reglstration districts of Hertford and Ware.

The rezlsters in the custody of Superintendeht
Registrars included records of marriages contracted in
(a) the register offices of the two districts and (b) the
churches and chapels, other than parish churches, falling
within the two reglstration districts and registered in
terms of the Marriage Act, 1836, as bulldings in which
marriages may be solemnized., The registered buildings
of the two districts included Methodist, Congregational,
and Baptist Chapels, and Roman Catholic Churches.



The above tcources were gearched for evidence of
all marriages, contracted between 1850 and 1949, by
parthcrs, one or both of whom claimed to be living in
the area covered by the parishes of Little lunden,
Benington, Watton and Sacqmbe. Evidence of. 1672 marriages
or banns—-of-marrisge publications was fcund., In cases
for which the evidence consisted of banns records only,
an individual search was instituted for the record of
each marrisge., This was done with the assictance of
clergymen from the areas where the banns records indicated
that the marriasges should have been contracted and, in
the lést resort, with the assistance of the General
Register Office.

' The various steps teken in the search for evidence
£inally resulted in complete marriage certificate details
being obtained for a total of 1629 marriages,

There were 43 cases of banns publications constituting
tsuspected marriéges' for which marriage register evidence
could not be traced. . HNow, banns records do provide the
neme of the parish of residence of prospective marriage
partners, but this information was not used in Chapter V,
since it is probable that in a number of cases inability
to trace proof of a marriage 1s due to the fact that the
marriage was not contracted. We have, of course, no

means of knowing how often this was the case, but the
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tsuspected marriases' for which no proof of marriage
was found only constitute 3.1 per cent of all cases in
. which msrrisges -~ 'rcal' and 'suspected' - in our sample
were preceded by the publication of banns. Furthermpfe,
these coses ere dlstributed throughout the lOO—year
period under review. Thus their omlssion cannot constitute
a sicnificant source of bias. |
The tables in Chapter V aie based on the places of
recidence claimed by the partners to 1629 marrisges. In
order to assess the valldity of the information as an
index‘of conmunity boundaries we nzed to ask ourselves
whether, having regard to the statutory regulations
governing marriage procedure, it 1s likely that persons
resident in our area married without leaving banns
publication or marriage certificate evidence in the records
which were scarched.
The whole sample of 1629 consists of marriages which
were contracted in the following wayss
(1) Church marrisge preceded by publication
of banns | 1370
(2) Church marriasge preceded either by
obtaining a comron oxr special licence
from the Church, or by obtaining a
Superintendent Registrar's certificate 77
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(3) A register‘officg or rezistered building
narriaze precéded by obtalning a
‘ .Superintendent Regis;rar's certificate 131
4) A register office or rezistered building
ﬁarriége‘preceded'bj obtzining a
certificate gég a licence from a

Superintendent Registrar

;

162

The 1370 cases 1n whilch marriage was precaded by
the publication of banns present no gquery. For partners
not resideat in the sama parish, the stabtutory requirement
is, ond has. in fact, been since Hardwicke's 1753 Marriagé
Act, that baans must be published in both parishes. Thus,
wherever the marrlage may have taken plece, the coverage
prqvided‘by the sesrch of banns registers is complete for
this group. R : ‘

- The coverage 1s less adequate for the remaining three
classes of marrlsges. There is no nced to explain the
gtatubtory requircnents in regard to the various procedures
by which 1t is possible to marry. But the point must be
made that the sources segrched would be expacted to contain
evidence only of such of these marriages as were actually
gsolemnized in the four perish chimuches or in the register

offices and registered buildings (chapels ond R,C. churches)
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in the Registration Districts of Hertford and Ware.
Now, if a person A, resident in Little Munden (in the
Reglstration District of Ware), married B, resident in
Hertford town (in ths Registration District of Hertford)'
the marriage would certainly have becn picked up either
in the Ware records or in the Hertford records., But if
B wes resident in any district other than that of Ware
or Hertford, the chances for fd sgainst pickint up the
marriage in the records of Hertford and Ware would be
even. (If the couple married in A's district of
residence, ve would have picked up the marriage; if the
couple married in B's district, the marriage would have
- ezcaped our notice). Similarl&, the evidence of a
marricge preceded by obtaining a church licence would be
found in one church only., Thus, since church records
were only searched within the four Thome'parishes, the
| arriaze of a Little lunden percon to, say, a Londoner,
would also stond no more than an even chence of hoving
been picked up during the course «f our search.

To estincte the gpproximate number of marricges which
‘escaped notice in this way, each one of the cases from.
classes (2), (3) end (4) sbove, were examlned individually,
Taking into accgunt the place of recidence of the second
or 'outside' partner, end also the rejulations covering

the notification of particular classes of marriaze, the
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nuzber of cases in which marrisges would not have
appearcd amongst the records searched, had they been
contracted in the place or district of residence of
the second partner, was assessed., The result of this

operation was as followss

No. of marriages that

would have been Total number of Col.(l) as

Period missed marriszes in our a percent-
sample age of
Col.(2)

(1) (2)

1850-59 8 135 5.9
1860-69 10 165 6.1
1370-79 3 145 2.1
1830-39 3 128 2.3
1390-99 5 147 3.4
1900-09 3 168 1.8
1920~-29 7 180 3.9
1930-39 12 196 6.1
1940-49 31 209 14,8

No attempt has been mnde to correet the tables in the text
in the light of these calculations, thoﬁgh they do show
that in recent years a slgnificant number of outside
marriages have escoped the net provided by our sources of
evidencé. But, although it 1is evident thot the findings
in the text might be slghtly affected by a correction,
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the general btrends observed over the hundred years

would remain essentially the same.



PART THREE



.. CHAPTER SIX

CHANGUS IN THE FAAIEY SITUATION
- . OF 1db VILLAGER :

In'approeching the.study‘of Little Munden 23 a
community group, it is illuminating to review the major
changes over the past century in the family and household
situetions of the villsager. The4patterns of family life
among’the remaining sections of thc~population - the
upper class, the profeseional or urban middle clase, and
the farmers - are, of course, ‘of equal intrinsic interest.
But it is the transition of the working-class fomily thet
is of particular relevance to the present study. In this
chapter, an attempt is therefore made to depict the
prinoipal features of the agricultural labourer's home
situation in the middle of the nineteenth century, and to
view the characteristics of the villager 8 famlly at the
precent time against thie background.l
. " We have previoucly noted that, over the period 1851-1950,
there was a teady fall in the mean size of Little Munden
households - from 5,14 persons per household in 1851 to

1l Generzl information on the labourer's family situation
in the second half of the nineteenth century was drswn
mainly from two sources: IE,Grey, Cottage Life in a
Hertfordshire Village (Op.cit. ; and Flora Thompson
Tark Rise, (Guild Books) (1946 The former is a = -
seli-styled account of 'How the Agricultural Labourer
Iived and Fared in the late '60s and '70s. Thompson's

.account 1s a description of the daily 1i
Oxfordshire hamlet in the 1880s. J 1life of an




73.23 persons in 1950. - In 1851, all but 15.2 per cent
of Little Nunden's households had more than two members,
and three-, four-, and five-person households constituted
the modal size-groups.' ‘Only 24 per cent of all’ homes B
contained no children (defined as unmarried persons under

20 years of age), and there were 3,1 children per housechold

that was not childless.2 A century of change closed in o
1950 with the two-person household as the mode, with 40
per cent of all homes having no more than two members each
with no children in 52.6 per cent of the households, and
with an average of two children per household that was not

childless. (See Tables I and II) L
" Dhe crude indices yiven above reflect a number of
interacting trends, vhich we cannot attempt to discuss in
detail here. A few main points must, however, be referred
tc;fv Both the decline in the size of the household and the

fall in the proportion of homes containing.children were - -

1 Cf. Chapter III Table T
2 Unless otherwlse stated, the denographic statistics
. used in this chapter are based on all sections of
Little lMunden's population. - Villagers' homes have,
"~ however, always constituted a clear majority of all
parish households, and the statistics may be taoken as
- reflecting trends in the compogition of villagers'
_ households,
-+ All-the demographic data ouoted in this chaptcr were
. compiled from one of the following sourcess 1851 Census
* schedules, census extracts for 1391 and 1921 supplied by
~ the General Register Office, and the 1350 local field
E inquiry in Little Munden.
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TABLE T . DISTRIBUTION OF LITTLE MUNDEN IDUSEHOLDS,
BY G141, 1651 AD 1950

1851 | 1950
No., of . R
L. Tolc . Cunulative Cumulative
members  No. Per cent percentege No. Per cent vercentape
ono 500 2424 10 7.7 7.7
w0 16 12.8 15,2 42 32,2 40.0
Three 20 16.0 31,2 32 24,6 64.6
Four - 20, 16.0  42.2 26 20,0 84,6
Five C 20 N 1600 63.2 8 6'2 9008
Six 17 136 76.8 . 6 46 95.4
Seven . 13  10.4 87.2 1 0.8 96,2
Elght 5 4,0 91,2 3 2.3 98,5
Wine = 7~ 5.6 - {96.8 - 10,8 --99.3 .
Ton 'and‘ " SR : EERE : T -
-O—!er ," : ‘q’ S 502 - 100.0 1 0-8 100.1 \
POPAL 125 ¢ 100.0 = T 1307100.1 0 e

-already marked im 1891. (Sce Table,II)_"Byyhaf dape,
~young people were tending, more apd more, to.migfafe to
tosn rather thapn to move iato other parish pomesias
kinsmen, lo@gers, or servants.$ Moreov?r, the propo:tiqn‘
-of elderly persbns iﬁ the populatiog waé 1ncreasing. o
People were living longer snd, with sons and daughtefs
~migratiné to town and cottsges falling vacant abéut them,

a lorger number of old folk were struggling to run their
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own homes., These factors can be taken to account for
the greater part of the decrease in the size of the
houschold and for the reduction in the proportion of‘
homes with children.

TABLEG II I*mlcw OF MOUSENOLD _CONMPOSITION,

RPERE pLY

ND 1250.
1851 1891 1921 1950

] -1

llean slize of '
household 5.1 4,5 4,0 32

Percehtage'of
childless : .
hous eholds 24,0 42. 0 44. 7 52 ° 6

Mean No, of

children per

hcuseéhold that

is not _childless 3.1 3.1 2.5 2.0

Notes Children were defined as unmarried persons aged
under 20 years,

The change which reflects a more important fact -
more important, that ié, when considering family structure -
was only to come in the twentieth century. As can be
seen from Table II, the average number of children per
household with children had fallen to 2.5 in 1921, despite

the fact that children were by then leaving home at an
apprecisbly older age than 40 or 50 years earlier; the
small family system had set in. To-dsy, the very occasional
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woman in the parish who happens to have three or four
unspaced children is elther regarded with sympathy or
becomes bthe object oflpuzzled gossip.

Tut before discuscing the small Tunily and -
household of thelpresent, let us gd bock to the mid-
ninstecuth century, and try to view the home situation
as a wholé.

In 1851 end the period which it represents for us
here, child—bearing an@ child=reering were major functions
of a conjugel femily thpughout the greater part of 1its
lifc=cycle. Two young people lsurnched on to the task of
child-rearing socn after,marriage; and they often failed
to outlive it, Iot only were births uncontrolled but the
expectation of life wes short. Furthermore, the few
married'couples who survivéd the Yasks of rcaring their ,
own childrcn were fregquently called upon to recelve illegifi-
mate end orphsncd grand-children into their homes. This is
well illustrated by deta dravn from the original census
schedules;cf 1851t oul of 16 labourer's wives szed over
50 years in Little'Munden, elght had one or more grand—f
children in their houes, and only four ol the 16 had no
youny chidldren in their charge (1.6.neither their own nor
anyone el#&'s).

' At the sone time, youns children were not the only
persons o crowd Ehe‘laboarer's small cottages widowea

parents and other sged or dependent kincmen were also
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incorporated into cottage households to a greater extent
then they were to be in twentieth~-century days. To
receive into ore's home, however reotricted the
accomnnodation, an aged parent or parenb—in—law, whb
Qould otherwise be destined for the wdrkhouse; wasg A _
nornal obligation. There was probably éeldom any '}
possibility of evading it by ch;ldren living locally.
Many children left their homes at an early age.
Indeed, had they not done so, it would often have been
a physical impossibility for the cottages'of the parish -
"with no more than one or two nmali bedrooms‘— to accommodate
depehdeht kinsmen or evenrthe members of a conjugal
family at the peak of its growth. ‘;h W _
TABLE IIIX U'\TMARRIED PDR?‘O\NS AGFD 10=24 YEARS

i iR TiAN THOSE
OF’THAIR PAR‘NDSZ;LIanL MUND BN, - 185I—

Numbe r of unmarried

Total number persons living in Col.(2) as a
Age Group of unmarried housecholds as lodgers, percantage
(in years) peruons servants, or kinsmen of Col. %l)
L : (2) (3)

: 10'-14 59 ' ) B | 13'2
15-19 33 2l ' 3849
20=24 13 o2 | 62,9
TOTAL 105 52 _ - 33,1

When young people left their parental homes, they either

migrated to town, or went to live as lodgers and kinsmen,with
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the few elderly persons who had spare accommodation in their
cottages, or es resident servants on farms and on the premiscs
of the 'big houses', - The practice of children leaving
parental homes before marrlage and settinzs up their own .
households 1s reflected in the figures givén in Tsble III.
It can be seen that close on 40 per cent of young unmarried
persons aged from 15 to 19 years in the parish in 1851 were
1iving in households of which they were not conjugal family
members, And 1f we had data on the number who were living
in town, we would doubtless fiﬁd that the proportion of
those living away from thelr parents was sppreciebly higher
than Table III would suggest at first sight.

To appreciate the significance of the foregoing facts,
it is necessary to think of the eéonomic conditions under
which the cottage household eked out 1ts existence. In
return for long hours of toll - a ten~hour day, a six-day
week, and no holidays ékcept Christmas Day -~ a msn, if he
was an ordinary fam labourer, brought home a wage which
varied in Hertfordchire between nine and thirteen shillings-
a week, depending on the season. As a head cowman or head -
ploughman, he earned up to 15 shillings a week.l,; According

to available accounts, wages of this order were barely

1 The wages and hours of work refer to the position in
the 1860s and 1870s, E. Grey, Op.cit. 57-63,
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sufficient to cover regular weekly expenditures (e.g.fuel,
rent, groceries, and a man's pub allowance); Clothing and
household articles that did not figure as items in the
weekly budget of the home were normally purchased out of
supplémentary earnings., But these were limited, for men, to
extra money paid at harvest-time and hay-time, when, in
the words of Grey, 'thewise labourer would buy himself new
boots, corduroys or some other articles of clothing, or maybe
clear off some outstanding fanily debt'.l Opportunities for
wives to augment their husbands' wages were virtually
restricted to occasional work in the fields, such as mangold-
pulling and stone-picking. For these tasks, women were paid
by the local farmers at plece rates. No doubt the money a
wife earned was much valued, but it cannot have augmented the
incone of the household to any really appreciable extent.z
Boys started work from the age of about ten years, which
was, in most csses, before they had left home. 4 boy's first
hiring agreement with a local farmer was normally contracted

on his behalf by his father, and was often with his father's

1l E. Grey, Op.cit. p.63

2 It may be noted that the position was quite different

- in West Hertfordshire. Here straw plaiting was a '
regular and renumerative home industry, practised by
both women and children. But there is no evidence that
straw plaiting, or any comparable industry, ever spread
to the Little llunden area.
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own employer. . For the next few years, the son would

hand over his weekly pittance to his mother;(if he sow his
wages at all, for often they were paid straight to his
father). Some boys slept on the farm premises, only going
home fbf the day every second or third Supday. ?;eeping
away from home did not necessarily imply that a pon's
economic link with his parents had been severed; wages
might still be claimed from-a boy who was not liviné at hﬁme,
-and, in that event, food was supplied;tp him by'h;s pafeﬁts,
daily if convenient, or else in eufficlient bulk to last two
v/or,three days. According tQ,Grey's_account, however; éuch
‘arrangements seldom lasted long; ;after‘a igwygarsAboya
might bresk sway from the household unit, pithgrﬁto lodge
with the farm househsld, or to continue living onafarm |
premises while buylng thelr own provisions which were cooked
in the farmhouse kitchen. Thompson recal}s that in

' 0xfordshire parents sometimes opposed a boy's nove to break
~away from home, 'for their monéy,‘though’paiely sufficient

to keep them in food, made a little more in the family |
purse'.2

Girls started work two or three years later than boys‘

1 Grey reccords that 'older'boya and lads' received 35,64,
- - .to 58, per weck in the 18603 to 1870s. 0p.clt p,57.
2 Flora Thompson, Op.cit. p.139.
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and usually stayed at school a little longer., -

~Domestic service was the most usual avenue of employment

for Virls,.and 'going into service' necossitated leaving

Athe home and, more often tnan not, the area. Opportunities
for working in the parich were restricted; farmers normally
recruited their domestic servants locally, but in the upper
class‘homes parish girls were as a rule confined to junior
positicns, such as those of kitchen and housemaids.. Whatever
the case, in Little Iunden the supply of girls seecking work
far exceeded the local demand. Thompson records that, in
similar circumstances in Oxfordshire, mothers put more
préssure on girls than on boys to leave home;1 not only was
a‘girlplat hone likely to be an economic burden, dbut a girl
who left was, in the lonz run, less likely to cease helping
the home than a boy who did so. Daughters habitually
received holidays when in domestic service, and they returned
hoﬁe for these, as well as for their weddings., Moreover,
girls were alwéys lisble to be thrown back on the parental
home in the event of unmarried motherhood,

But nelther for soms nor for daushters were there great
materialnadvantages to be galned from the parental home, On
the contrary, there were mainly burdens to be carried as |
parents grew older. '

Not surpriéinglj,under the economic conditlons described,

1 Flora Thompson, Op.cit. p.l139.
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emancipétién'froﬁ the rather harsh parental authoritypimposed
on theblargefnﬁmbef of small children in the home was
automaticélly achieﬁed‘by young people at an early age. And
the sélectioﬁ of a marriage partner was, in comparison with
peqsaht'cbmﬁunities, of little concern to a young person's
fanily. ' Courting was referred to as 'talking to', and, at

a slightly more advanced stage of the proceedings, as 'walking

out with'.l ~ These terms in themselves sugjest that the

arrangement of & marrisge was carried out with a maximum of
pers;ﬁal‘initiaétve, and a minimum of ramily#pressure. Such
savihgs‘as‘thé‘partners to a marriage might have asccumulated
werexpooléd %o purchase thé‘bare household necessities for
a rented cottage, and a ‘home was leunched with no economic
security and with no hoge of ever achieving any.

The husband's and father's position of formal headship
in the home carried with it virtual freedom from the evaryday
cares and re: sponsibilities of ordering household affalrs. In
fact, a man spent 1ittle time in his home; the greater part
of his déily life is represented in Thompson's account as.
having been passed between the field end the pub in an
exclusively male group of fellow workers and neighbours,

' The woman, on the other hand, is represented as having
been absorbed, to the virtual exclusion of all else, by the
tasks»of caring for her many children and keeping her home

1

E. Grey, Op.cit. p.14s,
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}running. It‘was‘the>wife and mother who hzndled the
households fiﬁanbes,ﬁit‘was.she who effectively ordered
Aﬁou:ehold affdir and who occupied the central position
in the home. ha sourht such asslatance as she needed
to tide hér over times of confinement, illness, or other
cfiéis, frém those other daughters who were still at
home, and from the village women - neighvours and often,
probably, kinswomen. . The cottage housewives must have
lived in the closedt contact with each other for, even
in'normal timeé, there were_cqnstantly’needs and -
opportunities for’co-opera*ion in varigﬁ;t::sks (e.g.
in gleaning the wheat fields, in drawing/ £ron the well,
and in maklng use of a communal oven for baking). = Within
this hbﬁﬁép;ﬁeéf world; a wonan was judged on her
competeﬁce (often ﬁefhaps on her lack of mlsfortune) in
the conduct of houoehold affairs and the fasks of child-
rearin and on the success or failure of her daughters
in avoidinu pre—marital confinenent.

ﬁuch was the general nature of the labourer's home
it ation in the esrly and middle years of Victoria o}
reiga. Thezvalueyof tais background picture, in viewing
the femily of the preﬂent-day villager - lsbourer, smail
tradeuman, and sLilled or semi- killed worker -« can be
apﬂreciated when we realise ‘that the major changes in

the social end economic setting of the workingclass



femily date back no further than 30 to 40 years., 1t

is true thet the latter years of the nineteenth century
did brlng new ixiluences ‘to bear on the traditional
functions of the home, and on the relations between -

hu sband and wife and between parerts and thelr childrens
the economic plivht of the labourer improved slightly,
the achool—leavin" ege was rgioed, and naw 1deas and
:volueq from the urban worli gradaally encroached on the
countryside as conmanications improved &nd literacy
became general. | But the twin preeﬂures of mas3 poverty
and a large number of ohildren only be"an to relax
effectively 88 the twentieth century sdvanced and, more
,pqrticularly, from tne time of the first world war.

, To-day, the working-class hone in Iittle Munden is -
economically stable, snd has developed distinct phases
’Ain ita life-cycle. The child-bearing phase is almost
invariably followed first, by a period in which ycung
people are preuent in the home but no small children
'requiring attention are following then, and, auboequontly,
by a Wholly adult phase during which a hugband and wife are
__oftnn the only meﬂbers of the aousehold.

The child—bearing pnase nay 36111 impose economic
strain,'but it does notlpluoge the family'into poverty.
The parent-child relabion»hip iz no longer dominated by
tne considerations of small children teing an unavoidable

economic liability, and of elder childran beirg an
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econonic assét if they can pe enduced to keep in touch
with the home., Nor 1s there any ﬁeed for children to
leave the hdme before mérriage. Thers are no ¢38es in
the psrish of families Wﬁosé>unmarried children are
living away’(eicept boys‘dn National Service). On leaving
school most children find work 1n fhe nearby towns, but
automatiéally continue to live with their parents. A4s |
unmarried &ége—gar@ers, they hobmally contribute towards
the hdme. but mothers do not expect to meke a 'prbfit' |
out of then, Parents usually encourage their children'
to save, and the latter are almost inverisbly fres to
gpend their earhiﬁgs‘as they wish. 'I never ask my boy
"(17 years o0ld) what he does with his money ', one man said,
the glves his Mum}something, but what he does with the
rest, is his business; to'tell you honest, I don't know
what he gets'e | ’

This particular case of a man claiming not to know
the amount of his son's wage may be exceptional, but the
fuct of parents not being closely concerned with their
children S earnings is genexﬂl,_and is typical of the
freedon which youngs people enjoy'in the home,

The fact that young pcople have, over the past féw‘
decades, largely transferred from agricultural work (for
boys) and domestic service (fdr girls).to urban ocdupations

15 of specisl significance in considering the relationship
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between parents and children. The transfer, in the

course of one generation to the next, from the rural
occupations to skilled and semi-skilled work in town,

has invariably been seen by parents as advanccment: and
the superlor occupational and economic status often
achieved by children has ensured them the freadom of

the home, where they are often found to set the standard
of leisure-time and recreational activities. ‘

| dccasionally one still encounters parents who profess
to believé that 'nowadays things are much too easy for the
children', but, although this attitude is common among
the elderly persons whose children are no longer in the
home, most_parents of the present day are satisfied and
prouélvthat their sons and dgughters are having opportunities
which were denied to them when they were younz. Parental
pre~occupatlon concérning the Jjobs to be followed‘by
children is marked, Often the aspirations which they
express are ill-defined, except that they almost invarisbly
imply a departure from the pattern of their own carceers.
Asked what oqcupation he would like his son to follow,

one man answered, 'anything he likes, buﬁ not on the
lend’. Replies of this kind are comaon from labourers,
but skilled or semi-skilled workers tend to formulate
aspirations on behalf of their children in terms of
grades of employment, if not of particular jobs, as
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would be expected, the most desired occupations are
skllled trades.

The husband-wife and home-community relatlonships
can be described in terms of two patterns, each
representing an opposite extreme. Among the older,
native inhabitants we find that the husband takes
virtually no part in household duties. Assoclated with

this characteristic are the facts of husband and wife
very rarely taking part in parish activities Jjointly,

end of their usually having numbers of kinsmen in the
comrunity. In such cases, the individual relationships
of the husband and the wife to the parish group have, in
the course of the years, been determined separately and
are dominated by associations and acquaintances of old
standing.

Among the younger married couples we f£ind that the
generally aécepted norm 1s for the father and husband,
" when he is at home, to share with the wife and mother

many of the duties of child-rearing, and to participate
in household duties. . The relationships of the two

partners to the parish are of q quite different order
to those characteristic of the old native inhabitants,
There is a strong tendency for recreations outside the
home to be planned jointly. Participation in activities
in fhe parish hall and even in the pub, is,quite commoniy,
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on a corporate basis., Where there are young children
in the hone, the husband 1s expected to stay in
occasionally to enable his wife to attend women's
sctivities or to visit her own relatives 1f they are
in the parish or the environs.

The two patterns of husband-wife relationship
referred o above are, of course, not found in pure -
form. ioreover, we mist qualify our statement that .
the ong pattern is characteristic of old couples and
the other of yougger married people. The transition
towards the 'companionship marriage' 1s associated with
the developaent of a whole range of urban and"middle-
class?! values; the characteristics of hubbandfwiie}
co-operation in the home aad of Joint particlpation in
‘social gatherlngs are, if age 1s held congtaab, likely
to be mdrc pronounced in homes that have dn urban-bred
nember, 235 well as in thosc in vhich the pfq-occupation

concerning children's advancenent is greuatest.



CHAPTER SEVEN

KINGNEN

} Famlily bonds are often saild to play & preponderant
part in govermirg social relations in the countryside. 1In
Little Munden, so-called '"foreigners' in the parish
attribute great imporbtance to the influence of kinship
on.internal comuunity relations. Working-class
newcomers and lmmigrant farmers allege that it 13 difficult
to be 'accepted! locally, and they usually explain this
with statements such ass 'all these people are related;
if you're not one of them, they won't look at you', or,
a3 another man put it, 'there are only three names that
count in this place, and its no use trying‘to Join in
unless you have one of thea's Upper and middle-class .
inhabltents also refer to the kinship composition of the
community with a good deal of emotion, 'They (the local
people) are all intermarried' one upper class inhabitant
said, 'they huve been 1ntermarryinb for years and getting
gtupider and stuplder all the time. You have to be careful
talking to them. After livinu here half ny life, I keep
on flndlng out thet so-and-so is related to so-and-so'

| Needlebs to say, testimonies of this kind, which are
given either with scorn or res entment, must not be taken
literally. TLeir interest 1is that they reveal attitudes
ﬁhich'are important facts. The obviouu scorn of the man

who suggeated - p0391bly without really believing it -
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that the local population had been getting 'stupider
and stupider' over the yéars, is characteristic of
upper and middle-class inhabitants, vhile the resentment
felt by personé-allégiggh£hat activities in the parish
are dominated by a few family groups is common among
'foreigners' in both the villager and farming sectlons
‘of the population.

The extent to which family bonds do affect internal
comnunity relations in the parish will not be discussed
‘in this chapter. Our 6bject here is to set out the facts
concerning the degree of kin nucleation, as well as to
indicate the type of social relations which obtain
petween kinsmen. The .influence of familj'feélihg on
the parish as a communal‘group‘will be explained in the

course of subsequent discussions,

Kiﬁ nﬁcleation

Table I gives the percentsge distribution of
househqldg'by their number of close kin links in the
parish. - The table distinguishes between three groups
viz. the upper and middle classes combined, farmers, and
villagers. Close kiﬁ were defined as relatives of first
or second degree (i.e. ego's parents, children, siblings,
grandparents, and grandchildren Cf. Fige.I). When any
8dult member of a household, A, had a parent, a grandparent,
or en adult brother, sister, child or grandchild, in one

1 The term 'household', is here used interchangzeably with
that of 'conjugal family'.
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Fig. I s
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. ‘ (3rd degree)
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(2nd degree) - nephews and

nieces -
(4th degree)
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other parish household, A, was scored as having one
close kin link in the parish; when A had relatives of
the above order in two parish households, it was scored
as having two close kin links; etc.

TABLE I DISTRIBUTION OF LITTLE MUNDEN HOUSTHOLDS,

: :(J\.)ND D ".JGR IJF)
K1N LINKo IN T PARIQH, 1950.

glg Upper and middle classes Ez; Villagers

2) Farmers All groups

Number of B :
kin links 1) (2) (3) (1)

No. % No. % No. % No. %
None 26 92.9 4 44,4 33 35.5 63 48.5
One 2 7.1 4 44,4 34 36.6 40  30.8
Two 0 0.0 1 11.1 15 16,1 16 12,3
Three or
more 0 0.0 0 0.0 11 11.8 11 8.5
TQTAL 28 100.0 9 _99.9 93 100.0 120 100.1
It can be seen from the table that just over a half of all
households are linked to at least one other in the parish

through kinsmen of the first or second degree, but
there is clearly a marked differencevin this respect
between upper~- and middle-class inhacbitants on the one
hand, and farmers and villagers, on the other. It 15

exceptional for upper or middle-class households to have

kinsmen in the immediate locality, whercas a minority o

£
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farmers and villagers are without at least one closely
related household in the parish. Excluding the upper
and middle classes, nearly two-thirds of the homes have
close kinsmen in at least one other houschold in the
community, and a little over a quarter are linked to two
or more. , 4

When kinsmen of the third and fourth degrees (i.e.
kinsmen of the order of first cousins, uncles and aunts,
‘pephews and nieces) are taken into account, 57.7 per cént
of all households are found to be related to at least one
other in the parish, as agé;nst 51.5per cent when we count
first and second degree kin only. | M
TABLE II PROPORTI?N OF LITTLm MUNDEN HOUSEHOIDS ¥ ITH

. AT IS U PRI

IN THE PARIbﬁ DIb’lINGUIin[NG BHEIWE SN Tl{\)bb
IT I\QNE OJE*— AND TwO ORr MURD CL\) J.;—KIN LINKS

Number of households

, with at least one 001;2 as a
Total third of fourth percentage
Number degree kin link of Col,1l

Households with
NO close kin links 63 8 , 12.7
in the parish :

Households with
ONE close kin 1link 40 9 22,5
in the parish e

Households with ,

T¥O OR MORE close 27 17 63.0
kin links in the : .

parish

All households 130 zy 26,2
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Table II shows that the households with nultiple
close kin links are often related to one or more
additional femilies thrgugh kincmen of the third or fourth
degres, Butbt no more than a small proportlion of families
with one or with no close kincmen hove further reaoved
relatives in the parish,

To explain additional features of the situstion in
respect to kin nucleatlion, we may liken the parish to a
disc with three concentric rings,

Wwithin the inner rinz we find households that live

in an environment of dense kinship connexions. Most of
these households have closelrelatives, as well as third

or fourth degree kinsmen in the parish. Some are also
linked to ore or more other houscholds through kinsmen

of the fifth and higher degrees (e.g; second cousins and
first cousins once removed) thouzh this is rare. All

are houscholds either of villsgers or of farmers. Invariably,
one or other adult nember of each is descended from a

fanily with a long history of residence in the porish,

It should not be thought that all the households in
this inner ring of our imaginary disc form part of a single
continuous network of kinsmen., There are four méin cluéters
of related households. Three of thece consist prinecipally
of villsgers and one comprises mainly farmers,

Between a guarter and third of all households in

Little lunden may be considered as fzlling within this ring.
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In the second or middle rinsg of the disc we find

small groups of two, and occaslonally more than two, inter-
related households. In most cases these households are
linked to others in their respactive groups by parent-
child or sibling-sibling relationships. They seldop
conbain members of feomilies with a long history of
residence in the parish., In fazct, few of them even contain
parish~born adults and, quite comzonly, the small groups
(in nany cases,'pairs) of inter-related households to which
they belong arise as the result of an lmmigrant to the
parish findinz a job oa a local farm or country house for
one of his or of his wife's close kinsmen., In other cases
a group may develop when the son or daughter of an’
imaigrant household marries, and then settlez in the parish,
This nmiddle rinz of our imaginary disc contains ebout one
quarter of the parlsh households,

The third or outer ring consists of households with

no local kinship ties, It contains close on 2 half of
the households in the parish and included smong these are
nearly all upper and_middle—class houscholds snd slightly
less than a third of those of farmers and‘villagefs.'
Obviously, the inner =nd middle rings are not well-
defined categories, and our purpose, in depicting the
parish homes in this way, 1s no more thsn to convey
an imprescion of the varyinz density of the kinship

environment in which members of the community conduct
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their daily lives. To the description given, it may
be added that the inner--rinu households are also those
vhich most often have kinship connexlons in neighbouring

pari-hes. »
An Extended Family Gfouping

We said above that one of the clusters of inter—
vrelate'd.ho{xsehélds in the pa:cish consists principally
of formers. In contrast to the remaining groups end
pairs of householdé that are linked b& kinship connexions,
this particular cluatér forms part of a larger kinship
grouping, the whole of which manifests a type of familistic
gstructure and constitutes a solldary soclal unit,
| Before discussing the atructure of this extended
fémily; two points musf be nade clear. 'Firstly, the
kinship groupin0 to be described cannot be consldered
as typical of the farmers in the area, We explained
 earlier that over the past seventy-flve years, Hertfordshire
has received wave upon wave of immigrant farmers, end also
thet the farms in the area vary considerably in size., The
farmers to which we ere referrihg here need to be defined
in both these respects: they are of native stock and
} nearly all of them are smong the occuplers of 'large! farms
(over 150 acres)

Secondly, only four Little Munden hOUuOhOldB (three
of farmers and one classified as that of a villager) fall
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within the grouping, which we shall refer to as 'the
fomily' or 'the clan'.l But 'the clan' itgelf comprises
some 30 houscholds scattgred in nine or ten parishés4in
the area. Only five or six of the member househblds aré
not those of farmers. The overlapping network of’
kinship connexions between houscholds comprising 'the
fanily' is intricate. No attempt will be made to
describe it in detall, but the 'clannish' nature of the
group can be appreciated when it 1is said that out of
fifteen male nembers of 'the family' contracting
marrisges between 1930 and 1949, 5 married first cousins,
and another 4 married girls that were alrcady members of
tthe family' in one way or another.  Furthermore, out
of the 15 brides,ll (including 8 of the 9 who were nenbers
of 'the family') were daughters of farmers frdm the area.
As far as can be ascertained,marrisge within *the famil&'
was Jjust as freguent in the preceding generation (L.e.
gmong members who married betwsen, say, 1900 and 1930).
Thece facts are sufficient to indicate thot the
menber housecholds Qf'?the_family' are intricately related |
to each other through kinshlp connexions. Systemotic

inquiries concerning the factors promoting this inter-

1 These are the terms in which the group is normally
referred to by Little Liundeners.
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marriasge could not be made within the scope of the
present study, especially as few members of fhe group
were resident in the parish comumunity under observation.
Not surprisingly, however, outsiders to the group allege
that the principal motive has been to keep 'the money
in the family'. Whether or mot this is true - and
probably there is some truth in the assertion - the
questiox1which we must attempt to answer is what keeps
tthe fanily'! together,
Under”present-dayFConditiqns in;the area, the
existenge of such a grouping appears anomqlous, ond 1t
is therefore worthwhile trying to reconstruct wihst we
can of its origins. The agricultural depression of the
1870s and 1880s witnessed the entry into farming of a
punber of tradesmen and craftcmen from the Little Munden
area and members of 'the femily' are descended mainly
from such men. (Over the past 70 or 80 years the
tgentlemen' farmers ond farmers of lower-grade origins
have intermarried, but if we take account of descent in
the male line only, it can be said that approximately
two-thirds of the members of 'the clan' are second- or
third-generation deccendants of tradesmen or of craftg-
men). Now, according to accounts given by elderly

members of *'the family', and to stories told to younger
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ones by their porents, faruing in the lato‘ninetecnth
century was mard, cad the strugsle o run the relatlvely
lorpe holdings ef the area wos won by those native farmers
who relied partly on famnily lsbeur, ond who combined
obhsr renuasrative activities with form-work (e.s, one
farmer wos a ctraw~ and hay-denler resularly crnrting
londn to London, and another wins a commércial carrier).
It would scen that the ctandard of living accented by
theoe faracrs was lower then that of the immigrants,
while their rate ofciarvivel (i.2. a2 foreers in the
erca) weg higher,

Probevly, too, the native forors - whather sous of
forners or dravn from thae lower ronlma of ville:e soclety =
vore nveh depeandent on each other in fLorm-wvork,end it is
not difficult to undcerstand how the closely-init unilt
of fomilies erose under such conditions,

The hictorics of the cetildren born in one particulor
funily livirg in Little lunden between 1£80 end 1900
gerve. U0 comvey gomething of the soclel ond occupationel

onportunities open to sons .and daughters of farmers at this
time: '
Out of slx sons vho survived to adulthood

in this fenily, four left thre parish shortly
after leaviny school: two becnide corpenters,
one a boller-nsker, and o a cublnet-nnker,

A1l settled in London, mairied there, and never
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returned to live in the parish. DBoth of
the two sons who remained in the area
worked on their father's form. After
the death of the father, one took over
the tehancy of the family farm and the olher
found a farm in a neighbouring parish. Both
these sons married parish girls, one the
daughter of a farmer and the other the

dauzhter of a tradesman.

Out of four daughters in the family, two
narried farmers (one from the parish and one
from a neighbouring parish), one emigrated to
London where she became a nursemaid, and one
stayed at houe, remained a spinster, and lived
with a sister after the death of her parents,

We cannot know for certain whether the native and
immigrant;giggissocially, but the fact that none of the
inquiries into the descent of precent-day members chowg
evidence of intermarriasge withimmigrants is prcbably
significant. -

In at least two parishes in the area - Little lunden
and one other - the local representatives of 'the family!
gained ascendancy over other farmers in political affairz.
Turthermore, nembers of 'the family' became prominent in -

the life of one particular chapel in the area,
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It was fron a beckgrounl such sa this thet/*the

forily! emerged ofter the 1914-1918 Var with a hicher
gtondord of livine than they had previously experienced and
as the donin-nt farmers in several pariches of tho area.

" To~dsy, when the need for family co-operation in
fam=-work 15 less theon ever before and vhen the recent

prosperity of the individual fammer(who is, by locsal
standsrds, very wealthy) has created new opportunities

of recreation for him, tho solidarity of *the family' is
being strolineds Some of the younser members are showing
an inclination to bresk sway from the fomily circle, and
two or three, who were formolly ective participants in
the growp, arc counted a3 rencgades. Dub the social
1colation of Whe family' from other feraers and tho

- fact that the livea of individual members havc larcely
becn bullt up around the same local orgnnizstions =

a chnpel, cricket clubs in two of the parishes, anl parish
politics in several - continues to maintain the unit
virturlly intact, :

The extent to which members arc im coantact with
ecach other varies considerably, and there are of course
differences in socicl relationships between constituent
houscholds, partly according to individual likes end
dislikes and partly according to degrees of kinmship,

But for most .members, practicelly all pers::ms- vith whon

they ere in reguler visiting relationshins ars also within
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'the fomily's Routline visiting 1s often done sccording
fo a roster, snd on some evenings two, three, four or
five households wvill mect ?ogether in vthe home of oane.
Once a year there is a‘gathering of *the clan' for
a dinnér and social in the villgge hall of onec or otherxr
of the parishes, In eddition, however, thére is en
almost complete turn-out Qf membé 3 ¢t certain annual
functions‘of at leaét two of the‘psrishcs, including
Little Nunden itself, |

Soelal relations between kinsmen in
“lae parisi pooalation og a woole

Outside 'the fomily' there are no solldary groupings
of houssholds comparable to elither *the faomily' as a whole,
or po the sub=-groups occasionzlly constituted by some
three or four mewber households within 'the fewmily'. This
is not to say thot the existence of clusters of related
households in the villager section of the population is
an unimportant foctor in the total comuuaity situation.

%e shall later show how the facf of having multiple
kinsmen in the. communlity, associated as it generally 1is
with descent from an 'old family', opcrates to make én'
individual feel that the parish'is his home and to
differentinte between 'we', the people of Little lunden,
and 'they', the outsiders. But to enable us to exsnine

this questlon, we shall first describe the nature of.
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social relations between close kinsmen, whether these
form part of clusters or of’pairs of related households,
With very rare exceptions, any two households that
contaln close kinsmen are in constant and intimate touch
with each other., This contact is moet frequent and
regular between two houoeholds linked by a parent-child
relationship, The proportion of homes that are linked

1ntt€i; vgy is high, We saw earlier that 67 homes of
otal o
the/1%0 have one or more close kinsmen in the parish., Of

these 67, 40 can claim to have elther a married child
(or married children) or a paremt (of the wife or of the
husband) living locally., To break these figures up
further; of the 40 there are 18 which contaln a parent
(or parents) with one or more married children living
locally, there are three in which both the husband and
the wife have 8 parent (or parents) in the parish, there
are 11 in which onlyvthe husband has hie parental home
nearby, and 8 in which only the wife has her parent
(or parents) in the community.’

| Apart from conveylnz a global backgrpund‘impression
of the frequency of parent-child links between households,
these statistics reveal one important fact calling for
a commenf, and this is that the number of ngeneEGttled in
the seme parish as theif‘parents is nesarly as high as tﬁe

corresponding number of men. ILocal inhabitants say that,
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on marriage a greater proportion of girls marrying
men from the local towns are settling in the parish
than in earlier days.

The frequency of contacts between membcré of a
parent household and that of a married child naturally
varies according to the composition of each and to other
fairly obvious circumstances., For example, if a married
child's household is in the same hamlet as that of a
parent, or if the former household contains young children,
or if the parent household is that of a widow or widower,
then the frequency of contacts tends to be higher than
when cirnumsténces of this kind esre absent. Taking all
parent households into account, about 50 per cent receive
visits from children, or children-in-law, or younz grand-
childremseveral times a week, and, not uncomuonly, several
times a day. A further 25 per cent (approximately), have
children, or members of children's conjugal femilies,calling
at the home on an aversge of onee a week, Among the
remnaining 25 per cent, there are one or two pawvents who
are rareiy visitéd by a child living locally, but such
cases are exceptional. Usually, when visits are less
frequent than once a week, 1t mcens that they are
irrezular but that they are none the lesé‘péid now and
again during the course of a month.s  On the whole, parents
visit their children less often than the children visit
themn.
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Visits betﬁeen‘members.of a married child's

fanily ‘and his or her parents are commonly linked with
the performance of some household task in the home viuited
with a Joint outing (before or after) to town, or with
sny one of & number of minor services ‘and activities
requiring co—operation. These calls are usually pahi
by 1ndividuale rather than by a femily, but men, wonmen
and children all become involved in them in one way or
enother. "ore prolonged,Visite arecfteh governed by
atandin; arrangements (e Be regularly on Sunday afternoon;
or on a particular eveninb when the persons concerned

may together participate in watching televi fon or
listcninv to a radio programne).‘v On these occasions
huoband and.wife, as well as children, are likely to be
jointly involved. .- o
. Altogether 45 householde in the parish (out of the
total of 130, and out of the 67 that ‘lave close kin linka)

have a sibling-sibling connexion with at leaot ono other.
The coutacts takinu;plece between two households connected

by a sibling-eiblinv link are, in a number of respects,
fsimilar to those between the respective families of

a parent and a child., But, the sense of obligation to

be regular in visits, or to visit at all in normal tines ,
(as opposed to times of illness or other misfortune), is
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wesker between siblings thean between parents and
children.

Amongst villagers the type of inter-family (i.e.
inter-household) contacts referred to above are a vital
part of social life. The household without such kinsmen
may have no one entering the home for weeks and months
on end. The fact of having onc oi more close kimmen
nearby almost amounts to being an essentlisl pre-requisite
to leading a happy 1life in the parish., Women, in

particular, are often HJeard to discuss the Joys, advantages,

and convenience of being close to family members, or,
if they are not in that fort:uriate posivion, of expressing
the wish that they v}ere.

Excepting anoxgst 'the family' of farmers, close
and constant contacts between households Jlinked by
kinship connexions of the third snd fouwrth degrees
(i.e. aunts, uncles, first couslns) are uncommon. But,
of course, closely integrated relationships between
housceholds, and between individuals having access to
each others' homes can and sometimes d»o develop quite‘
irrrespec‘tive of kinship connexions. At this juncture,

therefore, we should distinguish between relationships
in which the kinship tie is an operative faétor and those
in which kinship is incidental. The question is one which

would require a systematic inguiry on its own, and we
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cannot answer it adequately on the basis of a study
such as the present one, DBut observations in the
parish would sugjest that kinship ties of the order

of umcle.and nephew, aunt znd niece, cen and do tend

to Torm the bacls of inter~household relationzhips such
as those found between parents and children snd between
siblings, and especlally so when close kinsmen are few
or sbsent from the parish.' On the other hand, zoclal
relctions between cousins are seldom of a different
quality to those obtaining between '01d' inhabitants
with no kinship ties.l

1 Cousins are usually acknowledszed as kinsmen and
are normally amonzst guests invited to, s2y, a
wedding. Lven on this point, however, there ig
evidence of a certain amount of variation,
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CIAPTER EIGIT

THE DEVEIQPMENT OF PARISIH LIFE

The 0ld Order

We have already seen that in the second half of the
nineteenth century, Little llunden was almoat a 'closed!
and self-gsufficient group for the labourer and his
faally. Tarmers, tradesmen, craftsmen and servants .
tended to transgress the parish boundaries more often than
the labourers, but they none the less lived the greater
part of their lives within the immediate loculity, The
gentry were the only persons in the parish of whom this
may hot have been true. We know that the squire of the
parish was for some years a Member of Parlisment, and.
doubtless both his family, and the one occupylng the
parish's second countfy house, spent a considerzble part
of their time elther in London or in the local county
town.

The comnunal 1ife of the parish was centred in, and
governed by, the three principal institutions of church,
| school and pub, Paﬁish records suggest that the Church
and the school functioned much as would have been expécted
in a 'typical' parish of the times, The Church was
doninoted by an autocratic rector, livinz a style of life
alkin to that of the local gentry. These last probably worked
in close alliance with the parson, thouzh 1t would seen
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that the squire himself devoted little éttention to tho
parish and the rector was tho dominant figure in tho
contunity. Several anocdotes concerning dlctatorial
incunmbents of the late nineteenth century are still told
by eldcfly.inhabitants to-doy. -

Records of the Church Vestry roveal that, in the
gdninistration of the parish, the parson hod for long '’
recelved the regular support and services of a small band
of farmers. At the same time, the influence ond interest
of porcon and gentry in local civic affeirs was probably
declining, and we find that in 1894, when the Parich
councll wsa estsablished in pursuance of the ILocal Governnent
Act of that year, all the members elected to this new body
wero formers. The parson's participation in the council's
affairs sppears to have beeh linmited to taking the chalr
at the first election meeting, and no psrson or 'gentleman?
Was to sit on thé council untll the present ceantury.

In the organized socisl life of the psrish, however,
parson and gentry were the leading figures, and the farmers
eppesr to have played little or no pzrt. [Notes left to
us by a painstaking incumbent of the 18803 contain repeated
conplaints of the poor attendance of fermers at 2ocisl and
church gatherings. These same notes would indicate that
the only sctive orgznizer, spart from the Rector himself,
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his wife, and the gentry, was the local schoolmistress,
who is recorded as having run either a school concert or
a children's choir from tima to time.

The school, established in 1825 by the National®
Society,1 was, as its origin implies, under the direct
control of the Church. = The school building = erected to
accommodate 85 children according to the standards of the
year 1825, but considered too small for about 40 children
to-day - was the usual venue for public meetings other

than church services.

vy

o w i

The kind of social gatherings ormanized under the
auspices of church end school may be gauged from the Rector's
Notes referred to abcve. = Ve arc told of teas given by the
gentry for labouring men and boys at harvgst;?ime? of
suppers at the Rectory fqr.chpir&meﬁbers, bél; ringers, .
and Bible class members, of Sunday School‘games in the
grounds of one or the other of the '"big houses', of school
concerts, of Mothers' Meetings organized by the parson's
wife, ofnattempés to run a reading room, and of temperance
méetiﬁgéirv The tenor of these activities is well =
illustrated by the following extracts referrinD to two
meetings held in the parish in 1881 and 18823 : '

) fThia‘afternoon‘a tea was gilven in the :

1 . The National Society for Promoting the Education of
the Poor in the Principles of the Esteblished Church.
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schoolruom to 1abourin° men and boys by

(° IOCol gen*leman) About 90 men sat down on
’the floor anﬁ enjoyed bread ond butter, Jan
and cake, cve A few farmers took tea at

' h side table with the waiters.

_ké) 'A meeting was held in‘the,schoolroom, cee
| there _were 84 men and boys, but the room was more
than filled for the songs cid the addreuq cse
- Tha farmers were egain consplcucus by their
4 abéénce, cos RQQ.A-—- (a visitor) geve a .
.:moét interesting address. 1l showed how
-drinking empﬁigd heads pf sense,“houses qf,
comfcr#‘api churc?es of‘worghip?ers,iwh;le
_it ?i;;ed the work-house, the hogpital, the
i Jeil, the asylum and ultima;cly fhe graveyar§;'

The attendances reported at these meetings sre
interesting; when related to the number of men aged 15
years and over in the ﬁariéh at this particular period,
the figures suggest that between 50 and 60 per cent of the
adult male population of the parish turned out on such
occacions. And the proportion of labourers who attended
must have been conziderably higher. As a general iniication
of:tha'grip of church, parson aﬁd gentry on the people,
this is not out of keeping with data such as those

gathered by the church attendance census of 1851, 1

1- See chapter X, , -
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Social activities sponsored by parson and gentry
were the only formal 'recreations' in the parish. :There
wég'no organized sport, nor was there a Non-Conformist
Chapel to give a f£1llip to the associatlional life of
the community. = An attempt was made circa 1870 to
establish a Methodist preaching station, and a cottage
was converted into a Mission ﬁoém fo}'this.purpcse. But
the movement can have met with little success, for the
room was no lon._,er being usad folz‘ye%z%agrj{roi%sés by the early
years of the present century. | -

The public houses were lmportant contres of social’’
contact for the men. It was here that the labourers
gathered informally, and it was from here that the Savings
Club Loan Clubs, snd Sick Clubs "weéevi%un. © Little Muriden
had four pubs, the same ones that ure in existence to-day.\
mhe clientele of each camaot & ave been’ large. on’ the basis
of data recorded on the 1851 cenaus sche&ules, it ‘can be
assessed that the hamlet which was, at tnat time, the
larzest of the three in the yarian had some 40 cottage
households to two pubs, ‘aad the two cmaller hamlets had
" gbout 15 and 30 cottage households respectively to one
pub each. By the end of the cenﬁuﬁy,'theiéverage number
of cottage households per pub wes considersbly lower, but
tfswggégefppear that each publicsn still made @ living.ouﬁ of

- No documentary evidsnce on public-house life in the

gecond half of ths last century has been preserved in Iittle
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}unden, but the recollections of old inhabitants‘lead
us to accept the essentlal.points madevby Thompson in
cn account cf midAVictoriah pub=l1life in an Qxfordshire
hamlet: |
 1The adult populaticn (of men) gathered every
'evenino, to sip 1ts half pints, drop by drop, to
make them last, and to discuss local events, wrangle
over politics or farming methods; or tc sing a few
songs %o oplige'. It was an innocent gathering.
None of thém got drunk; they hid not money enough eve
LYet the parson preached from the pulpit against it,...
Only about half a dozen men held aloof from tho
circle voe Tne othexs went as a matter of ccurse,
appropriatinp ‘helir own special seats on settle or
bench.‘ It wos 28 much their home as thcir own
cottages and far more homelike than many of them coe
It was exclu ively a meun's gatherinn. Their wives
never accompanied them- thou*h somntimea a woman
kwgo had got her family cff her hand, and s0 had a
few half-pence to spend on herself would knock at
~the back door with a bottle or juz, and perhaps

linger a little; hérself unscen, ... 1

If the absence of organizel sport end a Chapel in’
ILittle Munden appears out of keeping with popular conceptions

1 PFlora Thompson, Op.cit. pp.52-53.



-162-

of Inglish village life in the second half of,the 4
nineteenth century, it must be remembered that we are
referring to a small and impoverished parish in which
labourers! families predominated. In North-Fast
fertfordshire, parishes which were, at this period (say
1880), supporting non-conformist chapels, were usually
larger then Livtle Mundcn.l It would appear, too, tha?_

a larser and more diversified populatipn was-a pre=
requisite for runzing an organization such as a cricket
club. Grey has writton of a ilertfordshire parish which,
in the 1860s and 1870s, had 'en excellent cricket club’, 2
but he is refenriﬁg'tb é coﬁmunity which then had gsome
3,000 inhabitants. And the suthor himself oxplalns that
the 'majority of members (of the cricket club) were men
‘of more leisure (thsn ordimry cottagers)... masters of
their own time, such as farmérs"sons, tradesnmen,
professional men, and others of independont moans.' © On

‘the basis of scattered evidence such as this, it seems :: -

‘probeble thet Little Munden's poverty in formal organization

'l We may cite Iittle lMunden's immediats neighbours as
examples: in the 1880s, Watton and Bennington, with
" populations in the order of 800 snd GO0 respectively, .
each had a chapel; ILittle Munden and Great Munden,

- with some 450 inhabltants each, had mission rooms or
halls, ond Sacombe, with under 300 inhabitants had no
‘non-conformlst place of worship. - (Information from -

" Kelly's Directories) :
2 E. Grey, Ope.cit. p.202
3 . grey, Ibid.
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for leisure was not exceptional for a parish of its size
and composition. . . o o |

The ab ence of a chapel, the clear cvidence that the .
'basic values of the old order of country 11Ving/utlll
dominant;in,gcve;nlng5thc community, and the location of
the arish, which was well rewoved from a railway line,
probably all lend polnt to the sttitude of a pregressive
Scots farmer who, after spending some:years in Little
-ﬁundcn in the 1890s, spoke of it as a rcmote end backward
place, snd named it ?The‘WOrldjs‘End'.;J =

T Tt

Thn Grovth of Povmal A socistional Lifp

| In 1903 a cricket club wag foundcd 1n Litble Munden,
and this date may be taxen &s marking the begin..lnu of the
nnw or modcrn ord > of life in the parish.‘ . ,

f | The active leaderchip of the Cricket Club in its
early days lay in tae handu of a small group of farmers |
and villa&ers, with a gardener 1n ths employ of the squire
as the prime organizer. Judbinr from the reputation
which this 1ndividual, ﬁho is now deceased, still enjoys |
among local inhabitants, as well as from the active part
which he was later to plqy in other sphares of parish life,
there is ltttle doubt that he was a man with exceptional

1  Quoted by H. Rider Hoggard, Op.cit. Voi I p.526
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charismatic qualities. W'The availsble evidence, both
verbal and documentary, would indicate thet ncither parson
nor gentry'were amonbet the active lcadorc of the club, but
the orbanization souoht and recoived the support aud
patronage of those the traditional leaders of tho parish
From the date of the club's foundation till the present
day, the pargon and one or mors menbera of the upper class
have at various times been honorary vice-prosidents of the
club. while gong from the Rectory and the 'big houses"
have occaeionally taken part in gcmes on the field It is
difricult, in retrospect, to ascer*ain where the real |
driving power behind the club lay, ‘but it is ‘evident (and
the point is of particular interest) that the club's
exiutence depended, in one way or another, on the
co—operation of persons drawn from all social strata. By.
the time of the first world war, the club had developed
into an important organization, and w 5 ablo to run three
regular plcying taams, which is a clear indication ‘of the
5eneral oartioipation of tho population in its acuivities.l
' The Cricket Club was the fir t organizauion eatablished
in the parish with the epecific aim of catering for modern

reoreational needn. It waa alco the firat leioare-time

1 - To appreclate the significance of this, it nmust bve
recalled that up to the 1920s the populatiocn of Little
- lunden was felling (and, of course, aging). 1In-1921,
for exsuple, the parisa had 327 inhabitante but no
more than some 60 males between the ages of 15 to 40
yearoo
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organization that ¢id not f2ll under the direct ausplces

of the Church and the school. It was to be followed

by & branch of the Women's Institute in 1918 ang,
thereafter,'by & men's socisl club (which has since lapsed),
a :ootball club, &nd several less Important organizations,
In fact, following on World Visr I, there was a minor
effloresence of seculsr clubs and groups with at least

a ccmblance of fommal organization,

In 1923 a well~equipped perish hall was erected and
the ncdest school building, sheltering in theo shadow of
the Church, ceased to be the venue for public gatherings.
The eraction of the hall may be taken as an indication
of how firmly esteblished the new standards of social and
recreational life were by this time.

.~ These local developuments of the pericd must be thought
of as following and accompaaying national trends. In the
count Iy at‘large; ¢ :a new conception of rurel life, which
had .been dévelopin "slow1y'sinue the late nineteenth

eatury, reuoived a fillip fzom the first world war., Ideas
and standards mhich had Leveloped blowly with the spread
of education and news pupera, with general material pro~ress,
and w‘th the multiplicatlon of contacts between rurul and
urban inhablLaan, became firnly estezbLlished 4in villare
coclety.  Rural life.ipn England.was.to be. intreasingly
characterised not only in terms of the age-old institutions
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of church, schsol, and pub, but slso in terms of the
Village Hall, the Whist Drive, the Women's Institute, and
vericus formally organized clubs sad recrestional
activities.l Judging from outward signs of developuent,
such as the fouandinzg of organizaﬁions and the cerection

of the parish hall, it sppears that the transition fronm
the 0ld to the new order of psrish life was effected
rapidly in Iittle lunden, and by the 19203 the level of
formal recreational activities was quite as high as it

is to-dey. We obviously cannot atteupt to provide en
sdequete soclologlcal explanation for this secmingly rapid
transition, but one 'accidental' factor must be pointed
out, Retween 1912 snd 1924, the number of 'big houses!
in the perish rose from two to four, and thls strengthening
of the upper-class element, together with the fortultous
fact that among the new inhablitants were enthusiastic
pupporters of the parish, undoubtedly stimulated the

1 Thke sprecd of the Wemen's Institute movement is
probably a good index of the development of the new
order of village life. The first brench of the
women's Institute 1n thia couitry was established
ia 1915, The rete of thz movenent's growth since
that date may be Judged from the following figures,

Years 1917 1918 1919 1921 1925 1927 1937 1952

Ho. of

braaches

in England :

and Wales: = 199 760 1405 2237 3500 3397 5534 7340

See Insz Jeaklns: The History of the lomen's Institute
Movement of Enrlond and walesS, U.UePs (1959)
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growth of organized social life. At no time during
recent decades has the comaunity been without at least
two or three upper-class inhabitants who were kecnly
interested in local affairs. Thus, we find that ih
its early days the ;ocal branch of the Women's Institute
was sponépred and led by ladies from two of the 'big
houses', while the}pari§h hall, though said to have been
built by public subscription, benefited from a single
donation of £500 without which it would‘certainly not
have been erectéd as early ac 1923.1 Examples of
leadership and pa’cronagé of this kind during the inter-
war period could be nultiplied.

it is against this background of &velopment that
we have to study the present associational life of Iittle
Munden. ”‘TOQday, leaders in thé parish often complain-
that the comnunity is 'breakinguup' and that difficulties
in organizing social activities are becoming more acute,
There can be no doubt fhat this is true. Many factors
are blamed by brganizers for the greater difficulty which
they‘experience in bringing people together (e.g. the

competition from the home as a centre of recreation, the

1 It is interesting to compare ILittle lMunden's experience
to that of two neighbouring parishes. In one of these,
a hall had been built at the entire charge of the local
squire as early as 1852. In the other, which had no
benefactor, a bullding fund remaincd open for many years
and the hall was only erected in 1950,
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relative facility of travel to the local tnwns, and

the sending of children over eleven years of age to

a school outside the parish),. -.But the form of community
life hes by no means: dlsintegrated, and such change: as -
there hasz been in the structure of the community over

recent decades -has been slow snd gradual,



CHAPTER NINE

PARTICIPATION IN PARISH SOCIAL LIFE

Little Munden's religious,~politica1, and recreational
1ife 1s run through a number of organizations which offer
. parish inhabitants a wide range of opportunities for
 coming into face-to-face contact with each other. Our
- objects in this chapter are, firstly, to take stock of
\tﬁese o;ganizations and, secondly, to analyse data on
theif‘memberships so‘és,tq ascertain the overall pasttern
, df participation in parish social 1life. Naturally, there
| arc group activities in which people can take part without
being formally affiliated members (e.g. church services and
whist drives), while nominal affiliation to an organization
does not necessarily lmply active participation. Nevertheless,
by analysing an individual's memberships in all possible
organized and seml-organized groups, we obtain a good index

of his participation in soclal activities.

Definitlon of a Soclal Organizations In gathering the

statistical data presented on the following pages, a‘social
organization was defined as any association, club, committee,
or other organized or semi-orzanized group which is run in
such a way that its meetings are generally régarded by
members as events in their respective rounds of leisure-time

activity, and which effectively provides opportunities for
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gaining soclal recognition in the parish., This is a

much wider definitién than any normally implied in
sociological literature by the term 'voiuntary association?,
and it was interpreted Erdadly so as to 1include organizatidns
ranging)from reiatively amorphous 'groups' (e.g. public- )
house loan clubs and the library) to statutorj bodies

(e,g; the Parish Council) and well-defined assoclations
(e.g. the Women's Institute and the Cricket Club). luch
of the participation in parish soéial life would be missed
i1f we were to confine ourselves to voluntary assoclations

in the accepted sense of the term, ‘This~may be illustrated

1 which we'have.included as

by the Mothers' Welfare Qlinic,
a social organization, but which would not normally be
considered as a fo;mal clublor assocliation.

The Mothers' Welfare Clinic is a service fihanced by
the state and run byra professional nurse in the employ of
the County Council. But in ILittle lMunden the clinic is
run in such a way that it has many features charaéteristic
of a leisure-time soclal organization. Mothers attend

ostensibly tovhave their bables weighed and physically

examnined - a routine procedure which normally takes no more

1 The organization referred to here as the lMothers' Welfare
Clinic is officislly known as a Child Welfare Clinic, I
have followed Little Munden usage because our interest is
in the social function of the organization as g Mothers!
'club',.
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than a few minutes for each baby. But most women make
a prolonged outing of their visitsy they linger on
aftér the bables have been examined to have é cup of tea,
té meet and make friends, to gossip, and to display their
babies, as well as babies' clothes and prams. The
'social’ aépect of the clinic is further emphasized by
the présence of voluntary helpers, and by the running of
two annual fﬁnbtions: a Christmas Party, said to be for
the bables, and a Jumble“Sale.‘the proceeds of‘which
finaﬁce the Christmas Party.
Field lNethods The method used to gather statistical data

was as follows, Through systematic inguiry,a list of
all organizations, as defilned above, was first compiled.
This check-list was shown to persons interviewed during
the course of the field investigation. Every interviewee
- was asked to name the organizations:to which hevwas
‘formally&affiliatéd, as wellAas to(give details of any
officisl positions held. The information gathered in
8 this wéy was subsequently éhecked against officlal
vmembership lists og;failing that, against information
obtained verbally from éommittee-members and organizers.
Few'discrepancies were found between the lists supplied

by organizations and those complled from the ahswéfs given
“in the course of the house-to~house inguiry. It is

worth noting, however, that the interviews clearly
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revealed the value of using a list of organizations to
elicit accurate responses from subJects in an investigation

of this kind. In a number of cases, ilnterviewees were
first asked the questions 'To what c¢lubs, committees,
ascoclatlions,and groups in the parish do you belong?' The
nunber of memberships given in answer to this inquiry was
frequently smaller than the number ellicited by the follow=-
up questions ‘'Would you mind checking this card to see
whether there are any organlzations which you may have
forgotten to mention?! |

The failure of some subjects to volunteer the desired
information befoie beingvshown the 1ist can be accounted
for in two ways. There was evidence in isolated instances
of indifference on tbe part of the 1ntervié@ée, and in
such cases the showlng of the 1list usually elicited a little
extra co-operation. More generally, however, incomplete
answers clearly arose out of a misunderstanding concerning
the information that was required. On being shown the
list of organizations, subjects frequently made remarks
such ass 'I didn't know you were counting the church';
or, 'If you're wanting to know about darts clubs, I belong
to the one at The Swaa's. This emphaslzes that many of
the 'groups' in which people participate are not thought

of as formal associations or clubs.
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Parish Orsanizations

Altogether 32 organizations were found to be
functioning in the parish in 1950. Of these, 26 are
run exclusively or predominantly for adults and six for
young péqple and children. The mean Size of organizations
is 24.1 members, but, as shown in Table I, the range in
gize is wide. By definition, the public committees are
small. Next in average size come church auxiliaries,
and youth and children's organizations. These expect
assiduous attendance at meetings, The public-house clubs
are shown to have an average of 26 members, but a
distinction must be drawn between darts and loan clubs,
mThe former have smaller memberships, and are less |
amorphous than the loan clubs which virtually ihclude all
the loysl customers of their reépective pubs. The sports
clubs must have a fairly large membership to function at
all, and this 1s also true of most 'miscellaneous' adult
organizétions.

All the organizations, and particularly the larger
ones, have a proportion of members who are less active than
others,  Furthermore, it is obvious that some‘are closely
identified with each other, This is so by definition with
the Church and its auiiliary organizations, for example.

It is also the case with some of the darts and loan clubsg
few members of a darts club are not also members of the loan

club in the same pub.
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TABLE T MEAN SIZE OF DIFFERENT KINDS OF SOCIAL .

ORGANTZATIONS, LIiiLs Midvii, 1950

Note: Figures in brackets indicate the number of
Tormal members in each organization.

ilean no., of

Type of Orgenization Orcanizations members

1 Public committees (Parish Council (6), Parish

)
(llall Committee (14),Charity)
(Trustees (3), School Board g 6.8
(of Managers (5), llission
(Room Commitee 1 (4) )

)

Muxiliary Church  (Bell Ringers' Asscn.(?),

organizations for (Parochial Church Council (16)

gdults (Choir (23), Women's INeeting 14.0
((16), Church Missionary Soc,) *

(Workingz Party (10), Mothers!)

(Union ?12) )
Youth and (Boys!' Clud (12).'Cadet Corps)
children's ((10), Youth Club (22), Sunday)
organizations (School (30), Girl Guides Coy.
(Church and Non-  ((18), Brownies (21) ) 16,1
Church) ‘
Public-house clubs $3 Darts Clubs (20,18,16), g 26.0

4 Loan Clubs (19,32,34,43) *
Sports clubs (Cricket Club (49), Football )

(Cludb (27) ) 37.5
iliscellaneous EChurch 2(82), Conservative g
adult organizations(Assen., (58), Library (71),

‘ (Women's Institute (30), ) 47.3

éMothers'_Welfare Clinic (25),)
Agricultural Workers Union (18)

The llission Room Comuittee 1s not a body with evangelical

associations, as one would suppose from its name. The

roon run by the committee was the venue for lMethodist

gatherings in the late nineteenth century, but is now
used for various purposes, e.g. as a dressing room for the

- Football Club, es the headquarters of the Youth Club, and

- for meetings of the Agricultural Workers' Uaion,

Church membership here refers to the number of persons

on the electorsl roll.
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Of all memberships in parish organizations, 16.4
per cent are held by persons who are not inhabitants of
Iittle Munden. The proportion of memberships held by
non-residents is negligible in the public committees, as
well as in the Church and its auxiliary orgsnizations, but
rises to 18 per cent in the 'miscellaneous' adult
organizetions (excluding the Church),to 19 per cent in the
youth and children's organizations, to 25 per cent in the
public-house clubs, and to 29 per cent in the sports clubs,
The participation of outsliders may usually be traced to
one or two circumstances, Firstly, there are organizations
which recrult members from parishes in which there are no
similar bodies., Thus, we find that the Women's Institute
has several members from the neighbouring parish of Sacombe,
which was forced to close down its branch a few years ago -
owing to lack of support. Althoush the Welfare Clinic
extends 1ts services to Great Munden and Sacombe in
addition to Little Munden, only a handful of women from the
two outside parishes attend. The Girl Guides Company,
which is the only organization of its kind in the ILittle
Munden area, succeeds in drawing members from several

neighbouring parishes. And the Conservative Association,
originally sponsored by Little lMunden inhabitants, attracts

a few farmers and middle-class inhabitants fron Great Munden.

In the same way, a small number of local inhabitents travel
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to neighbouring parishes to participate in organizations
which have no counterpart in ILittle Munden (e.g. a Non-
Conformist chapel). On the whole, the pérish tends to
draw members from centres smaller than itself and to
contribute to the life of larger ones,

Secondly, a number of outsiders who are members of
local organizations come from pariéhes which themselves

have similar bodies, This 1s especlally the case in thoe

two sports clubs and in the public~house groups. Occasionally,

an individual from a neighbouring parish may Join a Iittle
Iunden organization after having quarrelled with members
of a cbrresponding group in his own community; More
generally, however, outside members are either former
residents who, on leaving for a destination nearby, have
continued to take part'in local activities, or friends and
relatives who have been dravn into the life of the parish
through personal tiés. |
In all cases but one, the effective leadership and

control of organizations in Little Munden is held by local
inhsbitants. The single éxception is the Cricket Club,
to which we shall refer in detail in a latef'chapter.

: A glance at the names of the organizations shows‘that
a number of them cater predominantly or ekclusively fof
memberﬂ of one sex, Adult male memberships tend to be

concentrated in the sports and public-house clubs, as well
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as in the public conmitteeos, Adult female memdberchips
are foand m.,inly 1n the church auxiliaries and, of course,
in the uomen's Ins titute and the kothers' «.elf'xre Clinic,
Sex sewregation in childrﬂn's or"'mizationn 13 also comnon.
"‘hese f"cts are well kno’m and there 19 no nzed to dwell
lon the:n, except to note t:hat in recnnt years there has’
been a slivh‘b cham . {fomen are tondlnﬁ, to take part in
J.,ome of the predominantly male orga nizations to a greqter
extr»nt th-:n 'before. Thus wa ﬁ.rﬂ ttmt about 10 per cent
of the d“rts clud members and 35 por'cent of the public
co"mittee memLem are women,

| In a small and socially graded commanitj li,:o Little
‘L’u.nden, all organizations that are run on a parochial basig
Azmmt 1nevitab1y cater for the villa er or w)minc-class. .
populstion, and 11: is only in the public committees that
villegers do not predominate.' All the member" of public-—
‘house clubs are vllla?ers. while in o number of other
activities the only 'non-villa(,ers' are encountered es
: official org'xnizers and honorary members. The prircipal
orz;aniaationo in vhich farmners and persons of upper and -
middle—claus staudinb do participate as ordinary mﬂmbcrs
are the ChurchA (but rarcly the church au:dliaries), the
Conservative Asdoéiétior’x,'the; ‘sz-icket; Club,‘”and the =~

Wbmen's Institute, ‘
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Menbershin“of Orcanizations

It 1s clear from tﬁé foregoing that numbers of
Little lunden inhabitants habitually come into contact
Qitﬁwe;;h dther”oﬁtside work and family situations, and
otherwiée than as neighbours, personal friends, fellow-
travellers on the bus, or passers-by on the road. ‘Our
immediate concern now is to esteblish the way in which
these contacts are distributed amongst individuals in
different sections of the population, Who. ere the
participants in organizéd sociai iife? Where does the
apathy complained of by parish leaders lie? Do the data
bear out the common allegation that 'things work in‘
family circles'? A contribution to answering theéé;
questions 1s made in Tebles II = VI, -~ - - - "
Multiplé Membershipss Table II sets out the distrfbution of

the inhabitants, éged 16 years snd over, by the number of
memberships held by each person.® It can be seen that less
than a quarter of the 1hhabitanfs'are"nonéjbinérs'; and
close on a half, who hold one or two memberships each, may

be térmed 'poor joiners', About one-fifth hold either
three or four memberuhips, anl we may refer to these persons |

as " ‘moderate joiners' - Finally, there 18 a small nucleus

1 Children under the age of 16 years are excluded fronm
all the tabulations. It must also be noted that the
tables are based solely on memberships held in Idittle
l‘unden organizations, by Little liunden inhabitants.
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TABLE II DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION AGED 16 YEARS
AdD OV, BY bULSR OF liBaRSiILPS HulD
Tl PARISH ORGANIZATIONS, LITLLE MUNDid,1950

No. of memberships

hield by an individual No, of mersons Percentace
None 73 23.8
One 90 29,3
Two 53 17.3
Three 40 13,0
Four 22 7.2
Five ' 17 5.5
Six 4 1.3
Seven 4 ' 1.3
Eight 2 0.7

__» Nine and over 2 0.7
TOTAL 207 100.1

of inhabltants, comprising about one~tenth of the population,
who are 'regular joiners'!, each being formally affiliated to
five or more organizstions.

When the aggregate number of memberships held by persons
in each of the above categories 1s calculated as a proportion
of the total, we find that the small group of 'regular
Joiners' accounts for 29.7 per cent, the "moderate joinérg'
for 36.2 per cent, and the large group of 'poor joiners!

for 4.1 per cent,
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Are and Sexs Tzble III compares men and women in respect

to number of memberships held. It cen be seen that
differences between the sexes are unimportant. The
proportion of men who are 'mon-joiners' is a little lower
than the corresponding proportion for women, but the
proportion of women who are 'regular joiners' is a little
higher than the same proportion fpr men, and the average
number of memberships per person is virtually‘fhe sdmé for
both sexes. Of course, this does not preclude the °
possibility of there being differences between men and
women of the same age, and a comparison of the average
puaber of”membéfShips per man and per woman in three broad
age-groups shﬁﬁs, in fact, that there are such differences.
(See Table IV) The average number of memberships per man
is highest between the ages of 16 and 30 years and does
not rise in the middle age-grbup, whereas the corresponding
averages for women reveal an increase in the middle age=
group from a low ievel befween the ages of 16 and 50 years.
It can be seen, too, that women of over 50 years have a
higher number of membershlips than men in the sanme group,
whereas amnongst young adults, men are gréater Joiners
than women, |

In view of thesé differences the éombined nnrle and

female averages for findr ege=-groups cannot shed much light
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TABLE IIIX DISTRIBUTION QOF MEN MiD VIOMEN, AGED 16 YTARS
Al OVisk, BI NUMB R Of wdiuBuisilro I PARIGH
ORG AN LZALTTONS, LItT L LURDaN, 1950

No., of memberships

held by an individusl Men Women
No. 75 : No. %
INone .
(*Non-joiners?) 34 21.8 39 25.8
~ One or two
('Poor joiners') 4 47,4 69 45,7
Three or four
('lloderate Joiners') 35 22.4 27 17.9
Five and over .
('Regular _Joiners') 13 8,4 16 10.6
llean no. of
memberships per person 1.85 1.90
TABLE IV AVERAGE NUMB'R OF MEMBERSHIPS IN PARISH

RGANLAATIONS vhit PERSON, BY TdRius LROAD
AGE=GROUPS, DISTINGUTSITIG BEfwmmN _iui
AnD WOLEN, LITTLN JUND LN, 1950

Number of men in the population . ,
Nunber of male memberships in parish organizations
Average number of memberships ver man
Nultber of women in the population
Nunber of female memberships in parish
organizations ‘
Average nunber of memberships per woman
Average nunber of memberships per person
(nale and female)

Are Grggg 1)y () (3) (#) (5) (o) (?7)
(years

PSS
N6y \npwioe
NN NSNS

16-3%0 28 84 2,21 46 70 1,52 1.83
31-50 68 131 1.93 56 120 2,14 2,02
Over 50 50 73 1.46 49 97 __1.98 1.72

TOTAL 156 288 1.85 151 287 1,90 1.87
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on fhe overall pattern of affiliation to org;nizations.
They are, therefore, not given in detail here, but it must
be recorded»that the 1mpres$ion, conveyed by Table III,
thcot the average number of memberships per person falls off
on passing the 50-yesr mark, is misleading. In sctual
fact, the combihed aversge for men ond women aged 51-60
years is ho lower than the average for persons aged 41-50
years, and the decline only occurs at some time after GO
years of age. |

The number of affiliaﬁions which a person or a group
has to local organizations is, 6f course, not a pure or
absolute measure of social participation, snd it would be
wrong to view §he above statistics as anythlng more than
o general indication of age and sex differentials,

At the samec time, one particular difference between
men end women is undoubtedly significant, and that is the
higher average number of memberships held by yeung men as

compared to youny women. On outgrowing youth organlzations,

young men find a number of opﬁoftunitiés for participating
in parish life through the two sports clubs and the public
houses, but young unmarried women find far fewer outlets

locally.;

1 This, combined with the fact that cycling to town invthe
evenings (to attend cinemas and other amusements) presents
greater difficulties for girk, appesrs to contribute to
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Sections of the Populationt Althouzh inhabitants other

than villagers are not sufficlently numerous to afford
statistical
samples for a convincing /Anglysis of participation by
members of different sections of the population, the data
given in Table V cen be used as a basis for verbal
descriptions of differential participation.
The table shows that the mean number of memberships

is highest for the upover-class, and that only -two out of

twelve persons 1in this groﬁp are 'non=-joiners', while the
proportion of 'moderate’ and 'regular joiners', taken
topether, is higher than for any other section of the
population. These figures reflect an important fact,
ﬁamely, that the tradition for upper-class inhabitants to
ascoclate themselves with parish life is still marked., Their
participation is often motivated partly by a sense of
obligation and it is usually tainted with patronage and
condescension. For example, one upper-class gentlenan,

in explaining how he came to hold a particular position

young men being, on the whole, less dissatisfied with country
life, This was noticed in Little Munden and tends to be
corroborated by the preliminary recults of a study into the
attitudes to town and country life of adolescent boys and
girls in a Secondery lodern School in North East Hertfordshire.
This study, conducted by the writer in 1954, has not yet been
conpleted, but it can be sald that in answers to a range of
questions bearing on the subject, the proportion of @ifls
expressing discontent with rural life was consistently and
significantly higher than the corresponding nroportion for
boyse
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TABIE V DISTRIBUTION OF MW AND VWOMIEN, AGED 16 YEARS
AJ\D OVLR, ‘LY UJ\L} A.J}{ OL‘ Ih.ﬂvlJZ JH )ﬁI b Il‘ .PA.RIb[I
OhuALquA.LIOAu DISLPIAGULIoHLING BadiinieN VARIOUS
SICITONS OF 1l POLULALTON, LITiLy UKD BN, 1950
(1) Upper class (3) rarmers
(2) iddle cless  (4) Villagers
No, of
menber= ‘
Bhips (1) (2) (3) (4)
No. % No. % No. % No. %
None
('Non-
joinur“’) 2 16.7 13 40,6 4 18,2 ‘54 22,4
One or two
(*Poor : ’
joiners ') 5 41,7 11 2444 15 63,2 112 4G, 5
Three and
over
('Toderate
and 'regular
joincrs?') 5 41.7 8 25,0 3 13,6 75 31,1
TOTAL 12 100.1 32 100,0 22 100,0 241 100.0
Mesn nunmber
of member-—
ships per ' - -
person 2,67 2,09 1.36 1.85




RS T
on a parish committee, sald, 'I would nmuch prefer not

to be bothered with it, but the people have always expected
us (i.e. the gentry) to take a lead; the difficulty here
is that no one in the village can read or writel!' At the
same time, however, there 1s evidence that the traditional
attitude of upper-class inhabitants to participatlon in
parish life has been chanzing. On belng asked whether
she wvas a member-of the Womens' Institute, onz woman
prdtested with emphasls, 'I see no rcason for taking part
in anything that does not interest me'y, while another of
gimilar standing, explained that *the village people do
not expect us to play the same part as before the warg
they Inow that we have our backs to the wall just ss much
as they have?',

The'sphéres of organized social 1life in which members
of the upper élass participate mayrbe scen from the record
of their most active representatives (one man and two
women), amonist whom are to be found three Church members
(including the Rector's Warden), three Parochial Church
Councillors (including the Secretary Qf the Council), three
members of the Conservative Assoclation (including the
President), two Vice~Presidents of the Cricket Club, one
member of the Parish Hall Committee, onc cholr member, one
meaber of the School Board of Masnsgement, one Vice-President

of the Women's Institute, the Secretary of the Mothers'



~186~

Union, a Qoluntary helper at the Child Welfare Clinic,
and n trustee of the Parish Charities. This 1list 1s
impressive, but we shall see lester that the sphere within
which uppereclass inhabitants wield on important influcnce
has been narrowed down, over reccent years, to a grealer
extant then their nominal meanberchips would sugsest.

The group of middle-class inhsbitants hzs the second

highest .
fverase nuaber of nmemberships p2r persong yet it has «

hisher proportion of 'non-joiners' thun any vtiaer scction
of the populoticn. (Refer bsck to Pable V) - This seening
paradox is not difficult to explain: the middle-class
cate;ory in ths tatle includes two distinct eleuents.
Firstly, there are the professional comuunity scrvants,
Secoudly, there are the urban commuters and the elderly
folk on retirement in the countryside. These two elements
must be discusséd separately.’

The professional community servants (and thelr femilies)
have a very high record of participaﬁion; the group, which
cdnsists of thc person and his wife, the schoolmaster ami
his wife, the assistart schoolmistress and the nurze, has
an averaze of just overc six orgonizstion moubersiaips per
pereson, Several of these memberships automatically devolve
upon the holder ol one or another of the profecsional
positions'in'bhe parish e.s. the parson i8 ex officio

o e

choirnan of several conmmittezs guch as the Parochial Church
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Council, the School Board of Masnagement, the !Mission Roonm
Comnittee, and the Parich Charities, and the rurse runs

the iothers! Welrare Clinic as part 2f her normsel dutles,

The remaining mexberships held by the professional commnity
servants are voluntary in principle, but it is not surprising
that most of them ers in orgenizations which arc directly
linked to the work of the Church end the school. And of
their few membeorships in sports clubs and other organizations,
a nunber are held in response to the traditional expectation
that the parson and the schoolmaster, in particular, should
take pert in the general social 1ife of the parich,

In contrast, the group of middle-cless comauters and
retired urban residents has a poor record of participation.
out of 26 persons in the group, 13 are not affiliated to
any organization and the mean number of mcrberships per
person for all of them is 1.2 (ss against 6.1 for the
professional community servants). Usually, the experlcnce
of living in a country parish is new to the middle=-class
conzuters. They have no local kinship " connexions, no
qbligations to anyonz in the parish and, very often, no
interests other than those of their own homss. In essence,
the parish is for them a place to which they returm after
work to findi the comfort of their homes and Uc enjoy the
beasuty of the countryside, and they seldom becone involved

in the life of the community, thouzh their wives do so more
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often. ' cane to live here because this s one of the

<t
B
34
[{¢]
o

55 bits of rural Ingland left, and not o ge
up in villase affairs', one commuber said. And his
attitude iz typ cal of several others, 2s it often is of
the retired people who are, quite naturally, not very
active, }

Those of the middle~-class residents who do take port
in porish life, tend to eater 1t at the same points as the
professional community servants. Thus, for example, there
are mmongst them several membors of ths Church, (including
th? People's Warden), as:wéll as a few‘keen ﬁembars of the
woman's Institute. ‘ |

#ith 1.36 nmemberships par per:oﬁ, the farmers cnd
their families have =a low index of paiticipation. But,

as shown in stle vV, they ha#e o high proporticn of

tpoor joiuners', and.; low proportion of 'non-joinerst.

In other words, mozt of them aure ascociated with’parish
life In one way or anpther, thoush if is unusﬁal for them
to find constznt social outlets locally.‘}The ’pbor Joiners?
are found, for the most part, as nembers of dlverse
organizations, including the Church, the Conservative
Assoclation, the Crickct Club, the %omen's Institute,‘the
public comiittees, and the public-house clubs, ThéSe last,

however, are Joined only by femily members of the two
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smallest farmers whose soclal status 1in the community
is akin to that of villegers.

Two representatives of the group of farmers are
members of more than five organizations each, and
these two = on2 man and his niece - between them hold,
in gddition to a few ordinary memberships, two seats on
the Parish Hall Comuittee (including that of Chai:man),
twé seats on the Parish Council (including that of
Chairmén), two seats on the lission Room Comﬁittee, and
one scat on the School Board of lManagement. The
membership record of these two individuals is significant,
It reflects the fact that although the parish farmers
place little reliance on local organizations for their

1 have retained

social outlets, members of 'the family'
a keen interest in the public life of the comrunity.
There 1s a good deal of truth in the assertion, cited in
sn earlier chapter, that 'farmers are the emperors round
here'. This point will be discussed more fully later.
The villarers of the parish have 1.85 menmberships
pér perscn. This average is lower than the corresponding
figuras for the upper‘ciass and for the professional
community éervants but higher than those for farmers
and urban residents, Altogether 446 out of the 575
memberships held by parish inhabitants, over 16 years of
age, are in the hands of villagers who oubtnumber

representatives of other sections of the population

i.e. the extended fanily of farmers described in
Chapter VII.
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in every kind of orgonizatlion except the public
comnittees which have an aggregate of -only 32 member-
ships. It follows, therefore, that the distribution
of villager memberships in various types of organizations
tends to approximate to that of all memberships.

Tzble VI was drawn up to establish whether thers
is a positive aszociztion between the intencity of an
1ndividual's kinship environment and his degrzec of
involvement in the network of social organizstions, The
data show that there is such an association, and it is
particularly significant to note that a difference is
present not only betﬁeen persdns 'wvith close kin links!'
andoggigggugi%%ose kin links', but also between those
with/multiple links, In describing particular orgsnizations
in later chapters we shali attempt to Indicate the
significance of this association.

Comment

In giving fhe foregoing account of participation in
parish 1ife, an attempt has been made to give a
comprehensive‘view of the principal.foéi of social coatact
petween members of different sections of the population.
In the remaining chepters of our study we shall take up
in turn various organizations and, by studying the nature
ot soclal contacts that take place in and through the ones

selected for description, we shall attempt to snalyse the
parish as a func¥ioning group,



CHAPTER TEIN

TiHRE CHURCH

twhen I was a boy', a 60-yesr-old Little Mundener
explained, 'if you came to Church late, you couldn't get
a seat except right in front; but now there's only a
handful of people there on Sundays.' We know it is
true that church life has declined, and elso that, in
caiformity vith national tendencles, ecclesiastical
influence in civic and soclal affairs'has suffered over
past years. But there are non%ﬁhe?ess a nunber of rcasons
for placing the Church first in our review of parish
organizations. There is still a fairly widespread
acceptance of the Church ds a 'natural'! and essential
part of Little llunden life, The Church continues to be
an active organization, as well as the institution which,
pmorc thon any other, exerts a unifyinsg influence on the
parish. The parson remains an important figurehead in
the comaunity, even though his zuthority and presiige
are much diminished., The Church is sfill the focal point
of contact between the upper class and the remaindei of
the population, and church life is the only sphere of
parich activity in which the gentry now wield any
considerable influence., All these facts render the Church
the logical starting point for a review of parish

organizations.
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The Denominational Allecliance of
the Population

The Anglican Church is the only place of worship
in Littie Lunden, and the parish has no effective social
divisions along denominational lines.1 ,

As is shown in Table I, nine out of ten parish
inhabitants, aged 18 years and over, claim to adhere to

the Church of England. And even this figure tends to

TABLE I DISTRIBUTION OF POPULATION, AGHED 18 YEARS

AND OV, BY ROLLGIOUS DiioulIuALIOon,
T Q ,

Relisions Denomination No. Per cent
Church of England 269 90,6
Non-Conformists
(mainly Methodists) 19 Colt
Roman Catholic 6 2.0
'Nd religion' | 3 1.0
TOTAL 297 100.0

1 The abscnce of religious strife is comnon but not
universal in parishes of the area. To emphasize the
variaticn which does exist in this respect, it is
worthwhile reporting the case ¢of a parish a few miles

. away in which religious services are organized, for
g population of 800 person3, by representatives of no
fewer than seven different religlous denominations, In

" .this particular parish, denominational rivalries are sald
to affect the entire system of social relations to an
appreciable extent and, although Anglicans constitute an
absolute majority in the population, the influence of the
Established Church is wesk, as conmpared to what it is in
Little Llunden,
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underestimate potential support for the Establi;hed

Church as a fow Non-Conformists come to services regularly,
wvhile a further‘handful, who hsbitually attend a chapel
in s neighbouring parish, support the Little Lunden Church
on special occasions.

The few persons Whoxattend both church and chapel are
members of 'the ruling farm;gg family"in the pa:ish. Their
dual qllegiance is_a revealing 1llustration'of the Church's
position in the community, Both ocut of consideration for
thesa Non=Conformists and out of the desire to maintain.
thelr support for the Parich Church, the Little Munden
parson endeavours, whenever possible, to arranze speclal
services (e.g. Harvest Festivals) at times which do not
closh with those of the chapel in question.

The parish has never had more than a small number of
Non=Conformist familles, and the absence of religious
strife between the existing ones and the Church dates back
at least a generation, The Parish Council. Minute Book
records an:incldent which sugzestsfriction between chapel
supporters and the local parsom in 1907. At thet date,
the election of parish councillors was contested for the

first time since the ereation of the Parish Council in
1894. 1 At a stormy public meeting, attended

1 It moy be noted that there have only becn two election
contests since 1907, These were in 194G and 1949, Thoy
are referred to in CGhapter XIII,
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attended (accordinm to the minutes) 'by about 4G.inhabitantz',
eight candidates stood for election to a council of five,

and one of the nominees who friled to be elacted was the
Rector. The minutes reveal that Rev.X made a stubborn,

but unsuccessful, effort to have himuelf elected on the
grounds that 'the majority of the Council should be

Churchmen, and not Non-Conformlists, as, in the event of

the School being hsnded over to the Council, it would be
better 1f such were the case!, As far as caen now be

ascertained, however, tie real issue at stake was partly
a personal one between a turbulent '0ld style' parson ond
a number of local inhsbitants, not all of whom were
Non=Coxnformists., Furthermore, although the Parish Council
has at varioub times been dominated by persons who hapéened
to be Non~Conformists, there L@fgzidence that, either
before or after the 1907 elections, it failed to align
1tself with the intercsts of the Church and the School.
Thus cven this incident cannot be taken ss evidence of
gerious religlous strife.

The half-a=-dozen Roman Catholic inhabitants, some of
whom are devout in going to Mass at their own place
of worship in a nearby perish, do not attend Annlican
gervices. But it does occasionally happen that one or
other of there persons supports the Church, indirectly-
and §erhaps unthinkinsly, by attending a sale uf work or

other soclial function under Church suspices.
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Church ilembership and Church Attendance

Table II sets out data on the number and percentage
of persons who are on the electoral roll of the Church. !
Individuals usually attach little importance to whether
or not theilr names are on the electoral roll, but Church
leaders in the parish make a practice of canvascing for
enrolment anyone who regularly shows an interest in Church
activities. In conseguence, the electoral roll gives a

useful first indication of the nunber of persons with whom

the Church ofiicers are effectlvely in touch, It can be

TABLE II NUUBER AND PERCENTAGE OF MEN AND WOMEN,
AGaD 18 YA AN) OViR, wodwon oo APLDAR
ON THE ELLCTORAL ROLI, OF THu PAKISH CiiURCH,
LIWELE LUNDEN, 1950

v ilen wvomen lien and Women

(1) Number of parish inhabitsnts : :

aged 18 years and over 150 147 297
(2) Number claiming 'to be

Church of Enzland? 135 1354 269
(3) Number on the electorsl roll 36 45 82
(4) Electors as a percentage of ,

parish inhabitants aged 18 24,05 314375 27.6%

years and over(il.e.(3) x 100) v

( (1) )

(5) Electors as a percentage of .

those claining 'to be Church 26.77 34.3% 20.57%

of England?! ?i.e. (3) x 1oog
2 .

1 According to the Church of Inzland Rules for the
Representation of the Lalty, persons eged 18 years and
over gre entitled to be enrolled as electors (a) if they
'are baptized and declare that they are members of the
C. of E.. and do not belong to any religious body which is
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| seen from the table that 27.6 per cent of all persons

aged 18 years and over, and 30.5 per cent of those

professing allegiance to the Church of Iazland, are

formally enrolled as electors. The proportion of women

on the roll is in both iﬂstances somzwhat higher than the

corresponding proportion for nen, WVhen the proportions

of male and female electérs afa compubed, it is found

that women comprise 56,1 per cent of tho church electorate.
Our second set of statistical evidence on participation

in church life comecs from an sttendance census uadertsken

_ in’the paricsh ot morning and evening services on six

ﬁordinary'Sundays (i.e. Sundays not associated with either a

Church Festival or a special national occasion;) The

aversze attendancé fizures at morhlng and evening services

over the slx Sundays are given separately for men, women

and children in Teble ITI. Thoe salient facts that are

shown in the table, ogwthat cen be calculated fron it,

ares the following. TFirst, attendances at evening services

sre slightly more than double those at morning services,

and children comprise a rather high proportion of all

persons attending in the mornings. 3econdly, few persons

not in communion with the C. of I.,, (b) if they 'are
resident in the parlsh, or, whether or not so recident,
have habitually attended public worship in the parish
duiing a period of six months prior to enrolment, and
(e) if they have signed the form of application for
enrolnent.



TABLE III

(1)

)

(3)

(4)

(5)

attend church twice a Sunday.
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AVERAGT ATTENDANCES « OVER SIX ORDINARY

SUTOATS = OF Litiv, vOibiy ALD CHILDEEN

AT LOoRALAG AU GVITILAG 5 RVIC 3,

TLii L BUNJan CrnUukcHe 1950

Number of parish
inhabitants

Average
persons at morning
service "
nunber of
at evening

Average
persons
services

Average nunber of
persons attending .
church on a
Sundsy

Average number of

persons attending

church on a Sunday
as a percentage of
all inhabitants

(Lece (4) x 100 )
( 1) )

nunber of

len Women
(I8 yrs. TI8 yrs.,
. & over) & over)
150 147
5.2 6,8
14,2 2042
17.0 2347
11.3%4% 16,1%

Children Total
{6 =18 (aged 6 ym
years) & over g
72 269
8.0 20,0
Ge2 42,6
2.8 5345
17, 8% 14,57 @

Thirdly, men are outnumbered

by women at both services, and 58.2 per cent of all todultge
attending church

/are

WOIlEIe

This percentage corresponds fairly closely

1

2

The number of persons attending Church on a Sunday is the
sun of thosa at morning end evening services less +he
number of persons who were present on both occasions,

For purposes of comparison, it may be noted that the
nuaber of persons agstending Church on an ordinsry Sunday
represents 12,7 per cent of the population of all ames
(i.es including childaren under 6 years of pge.) “
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to the proportion of persons on the electoral roll who
are woumen viz. 56.1 per cent). Fourthly, the proportion
of the population, aged six years and over, attending
Church on an ordinary Sunday is 1l4.5 per cent, thoush this
figure would be higher if we were to include children
attending Sunday School.1

On the basis of independent evidence supplied by
Church leaders in the parish, 1t can be estimatcd}th&t about
10 per cent of the Little Munden inhabitants are regulor

church-goers (persons who habltually attend at least one

service every Sunday). A further 30 per cent may be

regarded as irregular church-moers (persons who are

church-goers but who do not mske a practice of attending
weekly, plus persons who may be expected Lo attend at tinmes

of Church Festivals only). Finally, non-church-zoers

represent about 60 per cent of the population. When

questioned, numbers of persons in thic last category explain/
that

1 It is of some intercst to compare this picture of church-
going with that revealed by the church attendance ceusus
of 1851. The proportions of the total population of
Hexrtfordshire attending different church services on
Sunday, ifarch 30, 1851 were as follows: morning, 30.6 per
centy afternoon 29,1 per cents evening 14,9 pzr cent,
From these data we cannot tell what proportion of the
population attended church at lezat once on the day of
the census, but 1t nmust certainly have been hisher than
the 20,6 per cent recorded at mornin service alonc.
Furthermore, 1t must be stressed that the perceatages are
celculated as proportions of the population of sl1l ages.
If, for the saoke of illustratioa, w2 ascume that children
anped five years and under could not be expected to attend
church, and, if we then relate the church attendance
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‘they had enouch of it when they were youngy', or that
tthey used to go when so-and-so wss Rector, but gave it
w after he left'. A quite negligible proportion of

non-church-soers profess to be anti-church.

The statistics on church attendence given in Table IIX
refer to ordinary Sundays only, A% religlous festivals
(e.g5. Christmas, Easter, and Harvest Thenkagiving), and at
times of national crisis, celebration or mourning, the
éttendances rise sharply, and the Church comes close to
rallying its full strength; not uncomaonly, the church
'pbuilding, which has seating accommodation for about 250
people, is nearly filled to capacity on such occasions.
These large congregations are .swelled by former
residents, and by relatives and friends living outside
the parish. Istimates of attendances on particular
festival days or secasons suzmgest that approximately
two~thirds of the persons, aged 18 years and over, who
enter the church at such times are local residents. These
conprise between 35 and 40 per cent of the parish's ‘'adult!

population, and between then represcent close on half of the

percentages for Hertfordshire to the Iittle lMunden
population oged over five years in 1851, we arrive at
the estimate that close on 40 per cont of the ponulation
attended morning service on the day of the enumeration.
The data on churcia attendance referroed to herae are drawn
from Religious VWorship, Census of Great Britain, (1851)
(published 1B53).
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parish's homes. Percons who attond church on festival
occasions include the overwhelming majority of the
inhsbitants on the electoral roll,.

Differences between sections of the population in
respect to church attendsnce hablts are shown in Table IV,
TABLY IV 'AVERAGﬂ ATDENDANCES = OVER SIX OUNDAYS -

UL‘ ,P 11&)‘)“&), .A\.l' JD 18 X'I ul{) A{) O‘IHR
Dra) LIN(J’LJI\&{L\U' b J.L‘Wu xi'C Drﬂ Lu.\_ﬂ \lL DJI(‘.LIO‘:IL”

- —

Or Wits pOJLATION,, LIvdLs WIH0ET, L950

(&) Upner class (c) Farmers
(b) Middle class (4) Villogers
(e) Total.

@ (b)) Gy (@) ¢)

(1) Bumber of parish ~ ,
inkabitants ‘ 11 32 21 233 297

(2) Average number of
persons attending ' ' :
church on & Sunday 3.0 8.3 340 26,4 40,7

(3) Averoge number of
parsons atbtending
church on a
Sunday as a ‘
percentage of all 27.3% 25.9% 14.27%  11.3% 13.7%

inhabitants
(1ece (2) ¥ 100)
( (1) )

It can be seen that althoush villagers make up about two-
thirds of the congregation at Sunday services, the average
proporticn of villagers who attend chwrch is low, while

the proportion for farmers and nmembers of their families is
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1 ‘The striking difference observed

not much higher.
is between farmers and villagers on the one hand, and
‘upper and middle-cléss inhabitants on the other; the
nurbar of upper snd middle~class inhabitants to be found
in. Church on a normsl Sﬁnday‘represents a little over
25 per cent of all residentsﬂfélling in these sectlons
" of the population, whereas the correspanding figure for
famers and villagers im only half os high,

In addition to the nomel round of two 'open'
gervices and one celebrafion of Holy Communion pef
Sund ry, opportunities for participation in Church life
arise in several euxiliary ofﬁanizations which have
regular meetings end a relatively wide range of social
aﬁd religious activities. (Cf. Table V) Taking alli‘
these orgenizations into account, there are tﬁrée to
four *'church! mee_tﬂ.ngsva week in the 'pari’sh (excluding
those, such as a Sundey turn-out of the cholr, that
coincide with services).. The particiﬁnnta;inithe;;
activities of the church auxiliéfies are nainly women

1 This refers to attendance at the Parish Church only,
If the few percons who habituslly attend a religious
service outside the parish were taien into account,

the proportion for farmers would be higher, and rcughly

comparable to the proportiong for upper end middle-
class inhabitants,
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TABLE V AUXTILIARY CilURCH ORGAWIZATIONS

o. of Frequency . Remarks on sctivities
Orsanization  memvers  of meebings and menbers

Bell Ringers!

Acssoclation 8 Once a wezk  lainly men; occaclonal
for practice; visits to and from '
twice a eimilar outside
Sunday for ascoclatlons,
services

Church ¥lssionary
Soc. Working

Party 10 Once a month Women's sewing ond
~during autuann knitting circle for
and early fund-raising purposes,
winter '
Choir 23 Once a week Mainly women and
for practice; children
trice a '
Sundsy for
services
Mothers' Unlon 12 Once a month Devotional, socisal,

and instructionaly
occasional visits to
and from brasches in
other parishes

Women's MNeeting 16 Once a month Ivangelicsl; run in
conjunction with a
thrift clud

Youth Club | 22 Once a month Adolescent boys and

, . in winter girls; lectures on

religious and topical
subjects; occasional
organized ocutirgs.

Boys'! Club 12 Once a month Pre-adolescent boyss
gomes
Sund sy “chool 30 Once a .
Sunday ainly pre-adolescent
: children; Annmual coach
outing

Parochial Church

Council 16 . _Once every Men and women; church
: two months business,
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and children. -Men who tafé part in such orgonizations

represent 5 per cent of the parish's nale inhabitants,

and 17 per cent of those who are m the electoral roll.

Bj contrgét, 22 per cent of the vomen in the parish and

74 per cent of the t'emale electors are formal mumbers of

at least one church groﬁp. Th? structure of duxiliany
xwanizations will be described leter.

Among the group of ‘parishes comprising 1ts neighbours,
Iittle Munden holds the reputation of lezding a ggmp@nagxﬂzw
vigorous church.life and on at lea st ons occa«ion in
reccnu years, a parvon in a nearby villape publicly
commended his parishioners to follow Little Munden 8
eXJmple in 50 far as attending church servicea is

| concerned.; But Little Munden parsons of recont dﬂcade»
have regarded thiu as poor conﬂolation, and one of them
is reputed to have told his parisioners, in a farewell
SErmon on res igninp the living, that he was leaving
because 'he was tired of preachinv to empty pews', The
truth is probably that while church attendance in Little
munien,compares faV9urably with that in the ‘average!

parish in the areca, the difference is slight.

The Authority Structure -

"The‘directiqn of church iife in Little Munden 18

largely vested in the hands of upper and middle-class
inhabitants. This 13 trus of the various suxiliary
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orsanizstions and of the Church as a whole. The Rector
himself fillé several of the more important offiéial
posifions;' he}is Chaifman of the Parochial Church
Council, Head Sunday Séhool Teacher, Choir organizer,
and Convener of the Youth Club. The Rector's Warden,
the Secretary of:the.Paroéh}ai/Church Council, and the
Secfetaﬁy of the Mothérs' Uhion are upper-clésa persons,
The People's Warden 1s a middle-cless tovnsman, the -
President of the Mothers' Union is the Rector's wife, |
the Church Treasurer is the local schoolmaster, and the
Convener of thé Chn:ch Mssionary Soclety Worklns Party
1s the schoolmistress. (This list is illustrative mot-
exhqustive)‘ It 13 true that a nusber of lesser offices
aréAheld by villqgcrs and one i1s filled by a farmer's
wife. ALl the Church Sidesmen, 7 out of 13 Parochial
Church Councillors, ahd one out of thres Sunday School
tcachers are villageré. Bﬁt‘hb‘key positidn is held by
anyons wﬁo is not of middle orvupper;dlﬁss staﬁding.’ As
fa: as can be ascertained, this has alvays been 80,
excepting that farmers have in the past played a slightly
‘more 1mportantrpart}v.That they no 1ongér’do’so, ray,

for our purposes, be regarded as accidental,l

1 It Just happeng that for some years there has been
no Anglicsn former prepared to £ill any of the
hizher positions in the Church.
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The fsct that villagers hold none of the higher
grade positions is fully in sccordance W1th tradition.
Going tlroush the available records and drawing on the
Lemory of local inhabitants, only a single inatance could
be found of a villager who had, during the past 20 to 30
years, held one of the positiomns listed above 85 now belng .
in the hands of either upper or middle-class persons.

In principle, the government of the Church reqts
in two organs. The first is a Standing Comnittee,
consisting of the Rector, the Rector's Warden and the
People's Warden, and the second is the Parochial Church
Council, which consists of the Standing Cpmmittee Plus
13 councillors elected by Church members,

As the name sugrests, the Rector's Warden is
nominated by the Recﬁor. Throushout the past century
the position has been filled by an upper-class resident,
except for a few years when it woes held by a middle-=clags
person. The People's Warden (electcd by the people) has
plways been either a niddle-class person or a farmex,
Furthermore, neither of the remaining two key positions
(secretory and treasurer of the Parochial Church Council,
both of which are filled by election) has. ever been in
the hands of a villager, |

The prescnt-day situation muzt be seen against the
background of development since democratic idess in

church affairs were first introduced to Little Munden
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in 1914, The linutes of the Anmiz2l Easter Mceting of
that year report the local Rector, who had succeeded the

last of the parish's 'old style' parsons, as sayings 'For
centuries both the secular and ecciesiastical affairs of -
o cowdtry parish h.ve been mainly left in the incumbent's
hands, but du:ing the last 50 or 60 years things secular
have 5een gradually withdrawn. The Laity of all classos,
throuzh the Parish Councll Act of l8943'have been encouraged
to take an sctive part in the adninistration of the
gsecular affairs of the parish. This being so, ousht they.
not to have a largerﬁghérq in ecclesiasticsl matters than
mnerely nominating their dggrch Warden‘eagh Easzter? <.

To be pasaively satisfied with things as they are may
‘betoken léck of interest, £Lven if things are well managed,
might thej not be better hanaged?' Following on this
propesal a Parochial Church Council was establiched in-
1914, but cannot have been a success for in 1919 we find
the same incumbent being reported as follows: 'I am very -
anxious to revive the Parochial Church Council which hasg
been dormant thece past few years, and to dake it larger
sad morc representotives.. We live in democratic  days, and
it has all along been nmy wish and aim to give as large a 
measure of self-determination as possible to all who

attend and value the sorvices of the Church,!?

1 The reference 1s, of course, to the I, 3 I
ho Ioferenc ’ ’ ocal Government



Sirce 1919 the re-eatablished Council has functioned
regularly, ond hﬁs always contained a number of villegers,
though its proceedings in early days were very lexgely
donminated by the parson, the gentry, the schoolmaster and
an occaslonal farmev or middle-cluss residont. 'The
ordinary people voted but aid nos cpeal', an inforaant
explained, and the Minutes of the Council's Meoctizgs as
late as the 1930s  would sug~est that this was almost
literally true, To-3day *the Council does not lack
villazers who are preparsd to volce tlelr opiniors on, say,
whetter an srticle of furniture should be moved from one
corner of the Church to another, but they still do not
aspire either to positions of real authority or to the
offices of higher status,

We shall see that thls is elso generally true outside
the sphere of the Church. The values of the traditlonal
system linger to a surprising extent eand not only account:
for the lack of aspirations by villagers to hold positions
of authority, but also, in part, for the relative decline
in the realy acceptance of the suthority of the traditional
lcaders whose own socisl and material circumstances have
chonged so nuch vithin living memory. Tor if ths villager
does not himself aspire To authority, he 1s the Pirust one
to resent posltions of high status being held by someone

who does not conform to his conception of what the holder
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An extreme exarmple of this Aattitude nay be seen
in the folloving outburst by &n elderly villezor, born
enld bred in the parish 1y OR . the gubjoct of 'Adde-clws'
pars am: ‘ o

Itve g;ot no patiencdwith theseparsonieee
any ordinary man caxn becox..e a p’: r50n no vaday;s.

| "Tut you taie old — hlm that was here

vaen taey stu,rtbd the cxicmt cludb. o had

four perdeners, three horses, aix mids,_fv.ro

growa up daughters in the house dolns nothing,

and nne soa in collwe”" They (the parsons)

were all like tlat in t"li)“ﬂ drysees If so;:xeoné

wng sic.; they did..x't viqit him, they Just scntb

soaet ning ro.mu.... - Anlevery now emd sgaln thcy'd
| give you a cunmzr in thelr huu¢e, it would be all

1aid ou and cvurytvint, of the very bost, mind

yoti. You'd never fog,at it..

'You see, they (the parsons) were all peonle

wita money, They ware born in those familias

and thcj ware Just xiatv.raily'reliﬁious. When

they oo t) up in tho pulpit, you. co1ld liutan to
then tolke They kuow whsot thoy were yinu
*Dut theue Parsons, now*xdays, they'ra

dMfferen I know they're in Church ecvery Sunday,
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but 'thcyrc not the same. I've got no

time for them. They're Just ordinary,

Tew Little Lundercrs would fornulste their feeclings
50 explicitly, and *fow recall the contrrst so cleerly,
. but msny shaore and experiznce some measure of Glfficulty
of adjusting to ‘*democracy', which has, a3 in the case

of the Parochial Church Councll, been lntroduced to then
by thelr traditional leaders.

tOur Chirch and Qur Porish!

"‘hu pur...on and the r'entry, who are s’cill the effective
leaders oi‘ the Church 'md the uo'!t impor sent figurehoads
in the co:munity, continually place bei‘ore p rishioncrs
the ideal of 'our church and our pariuh' as an
indivisible unit, | |

The follcwinv are characteristic examples of orations

by the parson and by the la*' leade“s of the Churchz

(1) uunrlay, November lst. is All Saint's
Day and the Patronal Festiml of our Parish
Churcheees We want sll who have ény.lwe oi‘
repard for Little I&uxﬁen to jolrixvué at ore ch
the Services on that day. This is the spiritusl
home of 211 within our parish boundai:ies emd not
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a few who live in other parts. Our Church
‘on the hill.... speaks to us of mauy

- affectionate assoclations. Illaybe our =namses

- apoear in wne or more of the Church Rezlsters,

reminding ws of our baptism, confirmation or
- marrisge, whilst God's scre over stirs up
- loving memoriles of those whom wz love but

" see no lorger.'

(Froz oxc of Lhe Rector's mouthly |

lettersia the Parish logazine,19Y51)

(2). *ILost Sunday in Church we sang Psalm 133
and one of the verses comes back to moj
'Behoid, bow good and‘hqw pleasant it 1s for
‘brathren to dwgl%;togethef in unity'. In
Little lunden, we are united. Ve love ouf
parish and our Church, We are grateful that
we have‘a good Rector and two good school-

- teachers. . With thea hera, we arc in good
hands... We do not all attend\éhurch, but
if the Church and Rector were to disapnesar

- from our midst, snd if the bells ceaszed to

- ring at 10,30 a.m. every Sundzay, thore would
_ be a big gapvin al; our lives', |

(Frqm an openinz speech by an upper-
class inhabitant at a Church Fete, )



The i‘rcquency‘with which references to the
enbodimert of thé'Church jn the community is made Ly
Church lecders undoubtedly.betrays conservative
pre-occupationsuthat the'purish 13 'breaklug—ap',
end that both Church and parish are suffering in the
procass. Dut, obvlously, stabemeats such a3 those
quotcd abave are more then propsgsnda ‘for the paopley
they also expre3s seabiments which are atronrly exbedded
in the outlook of a ssction of the working-class

population,‘albeit‘a déciining minority.

The Orpgonizetion of Church Auxilisries

Doth in stabllity and in degrze of rormal struéture,
the varlous Church auxiliaries very concldercbly, bus a
basic and well-defired patberﬁ of orgnnlzation 1s
eésily discernible in them, The conveners snd leaders
ahé drava mainly fran the group af niddle-clagss comminity
servants (the parson himself, his wife, anl the local
gssistant schoolmistress being the chief active
orzanizers). They, in turn, enliat oae or two subordinate
halpers (villegérs) to carry out speéific dutles (c.g.
to keep the minutez, or to be réSQonsible for coliecting
affiliation fees, to seec %o the tea arransements, and

the like, according to the mature of the particular



suxilizries concerned). These helpers uctuvally bear
sn official title, such as secretary or Ureasurer,
but in practice they excrcise very little initlative
in running ectivities. The effective orsanizers aro
com:only heard to couwplain that they have to remind the
sccretary or the tea-maker or the treasurer of his or
~ her dufies, and that eany meeting or sctivity depends
on their own presence to suwch an extent that they
cannot delegate responrsibility to any member of the
group for more than one or tvo meetlingsin succession
- at the most, o ,
, - The rank and file of all the adult orgenizzotions
. 15 heavily loaded with villagers who are elther natives
of the parish or vho have lived therc many years, and
who are fully integrsted and 'aczepted', anil well known
to each other. Occasionally, a newcomer to the parlsh
will Join ons of tha organlzationz at the gspzcific
invitation of 1ts middle-class organizer, dbut this 1s
rare even in the case aé persons who are keen Church
neabo rs. f

There 1s ones auxiliary that deviates a2 little fronm
this pattern. The Motkhers' Unlon wss established, two
years prior to this investigation, with one deliberate

objectlve of attracting at least some village women who
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were active Church members but who could not be induced
to participate in the existing groups. In this it has
largely succeeded, and the way in which its organizers
achieved the success was to invite as 1ts first members
upper and niddle-class women. Having set a 'high'
standard, the nunber of members wes gradually increased
by invitation so as to kéep a balance between menbers
of 'old families' and newcomers. |

The relative failure of Church auxiliasries to
attroct working-class newéomers Yo the parlsh - except
by a deliberate coacerted effort - reflects a major
problen in parish 1lik, which we shall refer to agaln

in the following chapters.



CHAPL{IR ELEVEN

PUPLIC-HOUSD LIED

'In the olden days all the men round here went to
the pub every unight. There wos nothing else to do. Now,
if you go for a drink on a week nlght, you feel youfre
keeping the publicanbout of bed! Its thoe youns fellows
thet don't come. They Just sit ebout at home or fiml
somebhing else to do'. Ir these words a labourer summed
up.what he considered to be the most important chonge in
the pub—lifevof the parich since he first becume a 'regular!
at a local public-house sone 35 yecars ago. Wwe need have
no doubt in accepting os true the assertion that
attcndancés at public-houses have fallen over the past few
decades.l But'the decline in pub-life has, in one gencral
way, bzen analogous to that suffered by the life of the
Charch; althcugh persons are, on the whole, to be found
in public-houses less often than before, the pubs contlinue

+to be important centres of social activity in the parish.

:The Publicans ond their Houses

-

42 explained in o earlier chapter that the four

publicans in Little Munden are wage-earners who go out o

1 In the Uanlted Kinpgdom beer consumption has fallen slmost
continuously from over 30 gollons per head in 1899/1900
to well under 20 gallons per head in 1951/52. GSee
figures assembled by T. Cauter and Jei5¢ Downham in
The Commnication of Ideas, ILondon, (1954), p.89.
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work during the day, leaving the pubs in the care of

their wives, and the aen themselved oaly serve behimnd

the counter during the evexnings and over weck-cnds. Two

of the publicans are agricultural laboarars cmployved in

the parish, and two have senil-skilled manual occupations

in towa. dne of the four says thol he keeps his pub
primazily for the sake of the housing accomwmodation thot
goes with it, and that his takings in the business would,
on their own, be insufficient inducement for him snd his
wife to keep the pub. His lack of enthusiacm in rurming
the house, whlch ig situsted in the smallest hamlet in the
parish, is all too apparent, and he hus few customers other
thuan nelzhbours and personal friends. the remsluing three
publicans claim that thelr profits are a worth-while
supplenent to thelr wages, thousn they all cormplain thot
tpeople doa't drink s0 much thess days', eand thuﬁ 'there
isn't a living Wage in ruaning a house anymore', They
would be happier 1f there were fewer pubs in Iittle Munden
The fact of heving part-time‘publicans is not new to the
parishe As far as can be ascertained, the loesl pubs have
beeh rua by men who were elther retired or who drew the
greater part of their income from another soarée for over
thirbty years, ond the trend of decline in the prOSperiﬁy

of local publicans has probably been continuous since the
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time in the last cenvury when d.epopuluul;)n end the
"gencrel impoverishuent of the countiyside firut affected
all btrade establishments in the parich,

The public-houses themselves all bear at le&st
one visible reminder of earlier, more prosperous days via.

which nowadays

the ssloon bars/are usually unlit snd unuased. On the
whole, however, the standsrd of equipment in the Public 
pars does not compare too'unfavourably with thot of small
opubs in nearby urban areas. Three of the four houses
'have electric lighting, one has a television set, snother
hzs & piano, snd sall have adejuate equipment for game"

such as dsrts, doalnoeu, and cribbage.

The Nature of the Pub-Group

In order to aporeciate the nature of the pub=-group,
we may briefly outline the different kinds of activities
that tske place in and througsh ‘the local?, In the first
place, as is well known, the pubs attract individuals for
casual drinking, conversation, and gamas,and are the cenbres
of celebration on occaslons such as Christmas and New Year,
and, not infrejuently, at tiwes of femily rejolcings (e.g.
birthdays and weddings). Secondly, ¢lose1j associsted
with the group celebrstions thalb taoke place betwoen faally
peabers and friends sre the loan or slate clubs run in the

pub. In principle, these clubs enable members to obtain
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small loans or to set aside sums for their own use at
special times either of hardship or of rejoicing., But
it is excepticnal for an individual to Join a loan club
for the specific purpose of benefiting from the facilities
provided for borrowing or saving moneye. On the contrary,
the loan club 1s an integrsl part of pub-life and, in
practice, formal membership is virtually.coincident with
inforiizl memSership 0t what we shall refer Lo here as the
pub-3roup. The loan clubs have few formal gatherings,
the principal ones being 'pay-out evenings' about
Christmas time, and even these are loosely organized. But
they hove small elected committees and varyirng constitutions,
Some of the regulations goveranlng a club's affsirs are
designed to safeguard ageaimt corrupt practices,  while
others simply serve to introduce elements of competition
end amusement into the‘organization.

| Thirdly, three of the four pubs in the parish run
darts clubs, which also heve formal memberships and
elected committees, The clubs are affiliated to leagues,

in winter they
end/pley weskly matches egainst tesms from other pubs
in the district.
finally, coach outings to seaside resorts and fo

other places of asmucement (e.g. thestres and race tracks)
are occaslounslly arranged by publicsens. Thn frequencj
of these trips varies, 'In 1550, oune of the publicans in

the parish ran a single outing during the whole yeab, two
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srranged thres each, snd one arranged four.l

Retwoesn the man or women who visits e pud casuslly
on rars occscions snd the man or wonman who is involved
n &ll the outings, sctivitics, and ¢lubs orgsnized by
o pub there is, of course, a wide ré:;xn,g;é in degree of
participation, The casual visitor csa rarvely be
conaidered as 8 membey of the pubw-group, sad his
occaaiax:al vizits to the pub may heve little influence
on his miail relations within the parish, But for a
majority of men anl a smaller proportion of women,
membersihdp of & pub=group provides a substantial
proporiion of their tolal socinl outlets, ani the laterw
personal relations maictained or establisbed in end
through the pub are essentisl parts of theixr lives,

o systemstic statistiesl imquiry into the frejueney
of visits to the pub wes undertsken im IAtSls Munden,
but the results of an inguliry into the pub=going habits
of mon in the neighbouring parish of Grest dusien,” and

1 meoaohmsingghmmmww of & pub, loan

elub or darts club, ere not the only ones arpanged from
. the parish., Juring the course of 13_,. between 40
50 ceach-lealds left 1ittle funden on plemsure outings,

In addition Lo those run by the publicens, there were
trips orzmmized iu the ncme of the Church, the Girls'
Guide Compeny, the Youth Club,the Vomen's Institute, and
the Football Club, Comch outings have become

- features of the life of all these orgenizations.

2 In 1952, Hessrs, R, Corl and B,is Parker coanducted s social

- investizetion :ln'tgo pariah of Great Luniem., Among:the .
questions asked in/house-to-house survey, were ones oa
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J‘ the statistics on fornal affiliation to darts and loan
clubs, cen be used as a basis for a verbal description.
In 1850 there were 22 wonen in the parish, each of
whom was a nember of one or more darts and Ioan clubs,
With the sinzle exception of the wife of a mmall farmer,

all 22 wonmen werc villagers, axd they reprcsented 14.9
per cent of the parish's total femele population, aged
18 years and over, and 17.6 per cent of the population

of female villegers. Of the men, aged 18 years and over,
53 were affiliated to one or more public-house cludb, and
fomal ﬁembers represented 39,3 per cent of the men in
“the pai'ish and 46,6 per cent of villagers, Only two
-affiliated members were not villagers, both of these being
snell fammers. |

The number of persons = both men and women - who
occasionally visit a pudb is , of,coxn;se; Ahigher, but very
few persons who are not affiliated niembcrs of a club are
regular Joirers inthe activities of the pub corcerned,

Table I sets out £or comparison the dlstribution of
Great Munden wmen accoxding 0 +their declared habits in
regard to visitiag public houses. It can be scen that
“habitusl pub-g;ders represent 54,8 per cent of the total
adult male popula.tion.v Thls figure refers to the visits

frequency of visits to the pub, I am lndebted ¢ L8
Parker and Corl for permission to extract and usg éﬂzégm'
from their original field schedules,
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of men %o any pub, ianslde or outside the parish. \When
the proportion of men claiming to be habitual clients
at locel pubs was computed, it was found to be within

5 per cent of the proportion of Litile Mundeners who are

affiliated members of one or more public-house darts end
loan.clubs,  This tends to corroborate the observation

TABLE I PUB=GOING HABRITS OF TIiIT ATUIN MALR

- PORULALTO 4 QF GrinAd FLTND G, 1952
gg_o ’ 2_3__? C(‘Dt

Habitually durirg the :
course of the working

week (arl by implication ' :
at week=-ends) . 25 28,2
Habitually at week—ends

Only ’ 3.3 - 26,6

10ccaslonally! 17 13,7
Very seldom or never 29 31.5
|  TOTAL 124 100.0 =

nade in Lit'blo ﬁmden that habi‘cual a*‘tendanca at a local
pub normally implies participation in its organized and
seml—-orzanized actlvities. |

‘ Attenilon should also bo drav*n o tho fact tlmt
almost a half of the habitual pub-goers in Great I.Iundejln‘
go to the pub at week-ends only, This findiq;;, too,' is
in keepingvdth general observations in Little Muadea,
where the tlrae larmr pubs cre always very well Atteadad

on Saturdays and Sundays, vhereas on week=-iays each
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normally has no more thon s handful of 'reogulora'.

The participation of women as rerular members
of pub=-grouws 1is on the increcase, but still represents
deviant behsviour in the community. No serious stisma
is placed on a woman who attends the pub rggularly, but
a local woman who does s0 definitely loses ;tatus, and
it is significant that most; wonmen recorded as affillated
meabsrg of loan z;nd darts clubs are *foreigners', There
are, _hov.fevelj, fine gradations in thel scale of values
according to which women sre judged in regard to pub-
‘going. Thus, for exaple, occasioml attendance at times
such as Caristmas or New Year, ¢vokes little comuenty
from the popualation at la;ge, and. the same is true of
nore rezilar particlpation in a pub-group by a womsn of
urben, or even of rural but *foreign’,origin. |

Cliqueévor informal .g'roups whose members are bound
by old acguaintanceship Jsometiﬁés fend'to attach
themsnlvesj to ona br othe‘r‘barficﬁlz‘a‘r' public ’house. The
donination of a pu‘o by such a ,,.,roup of "loc;lx»z' ‘m.z;ur, to
a limited extont, dlscour%e the participation of
newcom IS, T‘lis was obs erved to be S0 in two of Little
prandents four pubs, But in ncither Cﬂue ‘wa‘~ the group
efs ectivcly c¢loged to outsiler.;, and the male pub
population of the parish as a viiole 1s noc appreciably

loaded with natives opr porsons witu a long, recorJ. of
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residence locally.

The Attitude to the Local Pubs of
Fersorns other than Villapgers

We have sald that the menbers of Litile lturden
rub-groups are almust exclusively villagers., Fleetling
visits msy be pald to the local pubs by members of
other Sectioug of thq population, but prolongedlor
resuler participatiqn'in;the:diverse,sqcial'activities of
the pub.is quité-exceptional,

" lost farmers and middle-class inhabitants
dellberately avoid the local pﬁbs in favour of those
in nearby villages and towns, Their motives in doinpg

so are illucstrated by the followling quotationa:

(1) 'I don't go to the Adem ond Eve. Tt's

| nof‘a queétion of clase. You know tﬁaﬁ'i
go to the Fog‘and ﬁounds (in a hearby
village) where the crowd is much the sme,
but théyvddn't now me there. Down here
(at the Adan and ZIve), o0ld --— is always
there, The first time I went, he wanted

to stand me a drink. Well, I can't accept'.
(if1dile-class man, prowinent in pagish 1life)

(2) 'You get a botter crowd in places like
'The Bull' at Ilertford, I never know what
to talk about with these people'. (i.e, the

villagers)
(Middle-class woman)
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(5)‘1'Not fo‘be-a éndb, but I don't belleve in
drinking vith the men (form exployess)y
if I wanf gdrink I go xlight out of the
place?,

(Darmér, enployer of labour)

- (%) 'where do I go for a drink? Not to The
Swan. . Fanlllarity breeds coatempt'.

(Farmer, employer of labour)

‘In a lerger villagelinvthe area,with 12 pubs, there
is a fﬁiriy;ﬁafked differexce baetween one of them which ‘
i distinctly mniddle~class in charscter, ond the rcmnlninw
éleven,'which have & predominantly workimg=-clase custom.
in Littlv lurden, however, the non~villager population
15 too smsll to allow such differcntistion to dcvelop

with the result that middl e~class persons and farmers
sre drivernout of the parish for any, but the most cosual

vicits to a public-house,
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. THREE VOLUNTARY ASCOCIATIONS

The social actlvities centred arounl either the
Ghurch or the public-house constitute important parts
of Little bunden's total social life., Dut the settings
of church and pub do not provide us with a falr cross-
section ¢f the situations in which Little Mundenars come
into comtact with esch other, Our purpose now iz to
£111 in the importent blanks by describing the three
najor leisure-time essociztions of the parlsh: the
¢ricket Club, the Football Club, and the Women'a Institute.
our reevon for selecting theszo three i3 not only that they
are among the leading orgzanizations in the parish, but
also, 2nd mainly, that they provide exsmples of a number
of dlfferent aspects of the structure of social relations
in the comnunlty.

The Cricket Club

The Cricket Club ic noninully an organization that
is represertative of the perisk, It runs two teams, though
~in recent yenrs the second tean has played irregularly.
‘he teens play motches ageinst clubs from other
. paiisles in the ares snd from ncarby towns. The club is
effilisted to a cricket leasuwe and tbe matches played,
x,7liethé,»r they be 'leczue Lixtures! or '"friendlies?, are
pleyed in the nume of Iittle Munden. Oub of. the club's
49 formal members, 36 are residents of ths parish, and

these include the presid-nt, 6 out of 9 vice-presidents,
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the secretary, and 29 out of 39 plsyera.

But, very significantly, 10 out of 16 players who
nornally plsy for the first team are outsiders - as
far as residence is concerned = end they include the
captain, the vice-captaln and the treasurer of the club,
and much of the enthusiasa which keeps the club going
cones from persons who are not locel inhcobiteants, To
illusvrate this point we may refer to the club's annﬁal
function which takes the form of a Whist Drive. The
event enjoys the reputation of being one of the biggest
gsocial functions of the year in the parish. In 1950
it was attended by 134 persons, bub only one out of every
five supporters was a local inhabitant, In Table I this
attendsnce record is compared to that at comparable social
functions run by other organizations such as the Football
club and the Girl Guides' Company. It can be scen that
the outside support received by the Cricket Club is
exceptionally high, while the number of local inhabitants
attending is not significanfly higher than at other whist
drives. |

The explanation lies in the fact that ths Cricket
¢club is very largely, as meny local inhsbitants allege,
1a farzers' club’, and 'a family club'. In diccussing
sthe family'! of farmers in the area in sn earlierp chapter,
we said thot ibs sociel 1life was focussed in a few



-227-

particular organizations in the arca,and we quoted

the Chapel in a neighbouring parish and two cricket

clubs o5 exomples.

PABIE I ATTEDANCSES AT FOUR WilIST DRIVES,
DLUZPINGUISATING BRlwhesd 2ARLO :
LoABTTANLDS AND NON=I3 1D RN 1D 4 1950

Cricket Club Annual -

Girl Guidest
Coxpany Annual

TFootball Club
Annual Whist

Specinl Whist
Drive in aid of
funds for a

o Lo : : Percentage
Number  Parish Non=- of Non-
present Inhobitants Residonts Resildents
tthist Drive 184 23 146 7.4
‘hict Drive = 65 ay 21 22,3
Drive © 50 25 15 30,0
School Outing 38 28 10 26,3

Yor further.comparison it nay be noted that the
average attendance at the monthly whist drives
organized by the Vomen's Institute in October,

Novenber and December, 1950 was 62 persons.
The proportion of outsiders ranged from 33.9
per cent at one of these events to 46,7 at
another. .

To most intents and purposes, the ILittle lunden

fricket Club is run by, and for,a particular branch of

'the fomily',and st the annual function support is given
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to the club from 'the family' &s a whole.

The kinship connexions between 12 feormer menmbers
of the club - tnere is only ons farmer club-ncuber who
is not in 'the family'§are éhown diagrammatically on the
followinghpaée. If the diagram is closely scrutinised
to trsce the:kinship conhexions betwe@n,'say, the prealdent
of the cldbfénd each individual who 13 a member(of both
*ghe femily'! and the club, the following particular

relaticnships are seen:

dne vice-nresident is the president's brother,

cne’ vice-president is the president‘s nlece 8
hnsband,

one vic —president iz the pr idont's niece's
brother-in-law, .

one'vice-presidéht 15 the président's niece's
fabher-in-law, N

one: vice-president (and playcr) is the president's
nephew Loty ,

the treauu.rer, who is also a player, is the
president's nephew,

the}first-team captein is the husbend of a niece
of the president and the brother-in-law of enother,

the'first-team vice-captain is'the presidenﬂs nephew,

two ordinary first-tecanm playeré are the president's

nephews end one is a brother~inr1aw to the president's
nephew,

No suggeﬁhion is made{thaﬁ the details of these

interconnexions are important for understanding the working
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 of the 6lib. The significant fact which it 1s desired
to stresc is that all these persons are members of '*the
femily' in one way cor another. 0f the 12 members
concerned, three are resident in the pa:cish three cpent
most of thelr childhgod there, and the remaining six have
joined the club as family‘member;; mther than as perish
inhabitants, S

~ Let us now exmine how these twelve members of 'the
family® £it 1nto the club., The easleat way of doing this,
is to approach the subject nen'atively by explaining the
small part which 1is played in the club by persons who
are not members of 'the family' Table II glves the
basic information on the social composition of the club
as a whole, distirguishing; between parish inhabitants

and non-residents. The fixjst point to note is that vwith
the exception of the second~-team captaincy and vice-

ccptaincy, which are not important, all officisl positions
in the club are held either by upper=- and middle-sgléss
mhabitanté of the parish or by the farmers ali‘eady |
refez'x?ed toi'“

The holding of the saecretaryship of the club by the
local sc“oolmaster, ani ‘the Tact that the parson and three
upper-clags residents are vice-presidents sug: *estzs that
the club is still based on parish s’upport but the
impression 1s misleading; In past years honorary vice=-



PARLE IX [CKEP CLIB MEMBARSIT 3 5018

e ¢ W SoC] ‘ 70 m .

, *.‘%ﬂlﬂ'f"!'l"wammﬂﬁwﬂ OR i) i1 :

leabers " Jittle Winden Ighbitents  Qthers
Pwament Farmer

vmg-Pmsments 3 &ppor ¢class 1nhabicanu .3 Farmers
ddle=clase inheabitont
(the local porsen)

2 Parners
Secretaxry ' mMAadle-class (the local
_ v schoolmaster) iy
'rx-eaauror $opr vpoey-cld®s i Farmey *
of tm i .
Vigcoe~Captain of % -~ ‘ ~
the first team ‘ - : | Fapmox *
cugtain of thc . ,
‘gecond Senm “Villager * e
Vice=Captain of : L 60
the second toan Villager * _ -
Phym who, 2 Farmers *° 1 Middle=clnas
_when given a 4 Villogers reon
gi::;,tmr::.ny 6 Farmers
o ; : Villa
$iret teanm 7 ; L i
Players whc,

when given a

gome, normslly

play for the : ‘

seconl beam 23 vuugum : -

T imirs ol tiom 1ok 8 Loeis sototiors

calar po ons and as sU=0r socond=te

s (x;c of these fermers is not s member of "the na:ifla”m
fie holds no otﬁda). poa:ltion in the club,

* These persons and one of the vico-pn:i.denta (a éamar)
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presidencies involved their holders in the natural
obligation of making substantial donations to the club,
but since the war this comvention has lapsed. Nono of
tho larger farmeré in the club would have the effromtery
to expect more than a token subscription from the parson
or the gentry, and the club's existence 18 in no way

dependent on patronege from 'above'!, as it undoubtedly
was in ezrlier dcsys. The parsm occasionally puts in

an appearance at an important match, but it is quite
exceptional for upper-class inhabitants to do so.
Similarly, for several years now, neithcr the parson nor
any one of the upper-class viée—presidents haa taken the
trouble to pay so much as a fleeting visit to the cricket
clud Whist Drive which 1s the organization's annual social
function. Nor does the schoolmaster play an effective
part in the club;‘ it is a well-established convention
that he should be the club's secretary, but to-day all
the routine duties-normally exercised by an officizl in

this position, sre carried out elther by the treasurer

or .the £irst-tean captain, Pre~arranged committee

meetings are never held, and the effective conduct of the

club's affairs is entirely in the hands of 'the family’,
Summarising the above, it can be sald that except

for the parson's occasiomal presence at an important

match, the upper--and middle-class 'officlalg! display

a complete indifference towards the club, and that the
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real leaders of the club make no attempt to reokinile
their interest. According to all accounts, this
situation has ohly reached its climax during recent
years. B

Concui‘renhly with this post-war trend, there has -
developed a certzin amomnt of resentment within the
parish sgeiast the farmers. It can be scen from Teble II
that differences in social conmpogltion between the first
end second teams are marked, Out of 16 membera who rank
ags first-team players, elght are farmers, whereas no
farmer is to be found in the secand team which contains
only local villagers. 'The second team is Just the riff-
raff', explained a disintercsted middle-class onlooker,
It 1is hardly surprising that it is usually sald that
'the farmers® run the club far themselves' and that
tordinary people dn't get a chance to have a came'.
Views of this kind were openly alred by one individual
at a recent annual meetinzg, end are undoubtedly held by
mo st inhabitants. The farmers' retorts, during the
subsequent period when the matter was commonly discussed
in the parish, were that 'the village people complain
but won't do snytiing for the club’, that 'the first
‘team heve to play in whites and many of the working
fellows in the village cannot afford it', and that 'the
village people don't stick to anything these days, and
it is difficult tryinz to arrange things for thenm',
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 To-day, the members of the second team are nainly
youths, some of whom gain promoti'on to the first team
from tiﬁe to time, but there is no effective leader to
keep the second team together, and interest has ngeci
to the point that rep;ula;' matchos are now arrahged only
for the first team,

| As a result of these *'rends, inter-village matchea,
which formerly comaanded the interest of the parish as a
whole, mow attract no more than a small proportion of the
village population, amd the annual *Derby Day!, when the
match agalnst the parish's traditional rival is played,
has come to be known as a 'Farmers' Day'.

It should not be thought that the control of the
cricket club by the farmers has developed recently.
Yicmbers of 'the family' have beén prominent enthusiasts
in the club simce the time of its foundation. According
to all accounts, however, it 1s only since the last war
that the second team has virtually disintegrated and that
the club has come to be as exclusively a farmer's
organizatlioa us 1t is to-day,

The changé in the cricket cilib situation reflecfa a
genéral change in the relationships between farmers gnd
villageré, which was described to the writer by one
tradésnan in the parish in the following words:

'In the olden days (say, the 1920s) the gentry were
the people with money. Now its the farmers, and I can't
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understand whaf's come over them, There used to be no

dt fference between then and us (i.e. workinz-class people),
Now they hardly look at you, and they don't even study
their own workers. When 5 o'clock is gme, they (the
faraers) jusﬁ drop them (fhe workers)?,

And the same man, describing how the Men's Soclal

Club in the parish had lap;ed. camne back’tq the point:
*You sece, in those dayé the farmefs used to give A hand,
They used to mix with us. You dida't think of them ag
being different td anybuiy else?,

| fhe clalm that 'the:é was no difference' betwecn
farmers and villagers must, of coursé, not be read as
méaning that there was no social distinction between themnm.
We know very well that the farmers were Socially .
'differentiated.frod ﬁheir'workers, but a msasure of inter-
pérsonal intimacy and of coéopeiation in the pursult of
organized leisure~time activities between farmers and

workers was more‘general'than it is at the présent tine,

The Football Club

The_Football Club is of interest_as an example of
an organizstion that is run mainly by villagers for
villagers.

Iike the Cricket Club, it has a number of members who
are not parish residents. Some of these are former

inhabit ants énd a few have been recruited by individuals
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fron amonz friends and work associates in town in an
effort to raise the nuaber of regular players in the
club. i‘But,-unlike the Criéket Cldb, the orgenizatlion
. has nb'dOminating family and no solidary grdupings within
its ronks. Its membefs are drawh,Without distinction,
frdm'ambngst"old.families' and"roreigners'. All the
playihg nembers are villagers, as are also, with one
exceptim, the spectators at matches played in the parish,
fhe single exception i3, once again, the parson,

The history of the organization can be deseribed
 briefly. The club was founded in the 1920s. According
to retrospective accounts, it then recelved come support
from the local farmers, thoush 1t is said that these
never devoted the same interest to botball as they did
to cricket. One informant maintained that there was a
tendency for the farmers to regard football as a working=
class game. 4And, although a few farmers'! sons did take
ﬁart in games on the field from time to time, the support
which the club received from this quarter was given
because playing members were mainly employees. To-day,
on the other hand, most of the club-members are workers
employed in town, and there 1s no reason for farmers to
"continue supnortiny the organization., The club's stotus
in the parish has never been hizh enouth for it to venturo
soliciting upper-class inhabitants as honorary members

and, spart from farmers, its principal sponsors over
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past yeears werc the Rector and the schoolmester.

To-day the feormer who lends his field for football
gemes (end whose father dld so before him) 1is officially
recorded as the president, but he shows no interest in
the club's affeirs, Permission to we the field in
question is taken for granted, and the president is not
expected to plaj ariy part in the club,

The club comnitteo consists of a chairman, a secretary-
treasurer, the playlng team's captain and four other
members, The chairman is the Rector, All the other
members are villagers employed in urban arcas ard, with
one exception, all are men who were brouzht up in the
pérish, who attended the village school and who ars
drawn fron the hard core of 'old familles'. Significantly,
the one exception of a men who came to the parieh as an
adult, is the tean captain. He is acclsimed as a horo
by local schoolboys on the touch-line, and undoubtedly
‘holds his position on the committee by virtue of his
sporting ability which is exceptional by village standards,
But he is not in any true sense a lesder off the playing
field.

The way in which the committee works provides a
good example of one aspect of social structure in the
parish. Despite his many other interests, the purson is
no footballer and has no enthusiesm for football as such,
without questlion, he takes the chair a3 & duty expected
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of him. ¥Yet his perticipation is vital to the
functioning of the club, for he is the authority who
appealﬁ féf co-operation ond support £roam the local
population, or in whose'na@e such appeals are made by

the active organizer. Club events recelve publicity from

the pulpit, and 1t is primarily the paruon'» formal
asaociation‘with'the club which serves to raise its

status as an organization above that of a darts club,

The active organizer of the cludb is the secretary=-
treasurer, who is the son of a labourer and a ﬁémbor of
an 'old'parish famlly., His work for the club is régarded
by his own parcnts and by a few close friends as belng
quite outstanding, and it 1s true that he is ono of the

few villagers in the parish who fills a key position in
any sphere of social life excepting in the pubs. IHis
own background prevents him from being an effectivé leader
in his own right, and he is not uncomionly accused of

being 'too big for his boots'

The Women's Institute

Since the date of its foundation (1918) the local
branch af the Womnn's Institute has not ceaced to bc an
active orvanizution. As originally spon sored, the group
functioned in much the seme way as one of the'auxiliary
ofganizations in the Church.‘ Its leédorship was in the

hands of upper»class'women, and its VOry existence appears
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to have been dependent on thelr interest, The
Institute's minute books suggest that this renalned
g0 throughout the inter-war period. Since the end
of the war, however, the 1nfluénce of upper-class
ladles in the orginization has diminished, and in
recent yeaxﬁ'the presidéncy of the Institute has, at
one time or énother; been in the hands of & voman drawn
from each sectlon of the popuiation in turn. Such a
record of the passing on of the'prihcipai position in
dn organization from one class to another, is uniqué
in the parish. Dut we'muét say right awszy that 1t
reflects An integration of diverse clements in the
populatibn rather than a chsnge in the aspirations of
working-clasg women of local origin,

The decline in upper-class influsnce is significant.
Only one 'lady' is a member of the organization and che
has deliberately tagen.g back seat since the war. She
is recoznised as heving been one of the pillars of the
Inétitute‘in»pre-wgr days, and she has consented, under
pressure, to remain'one of its two Vice-Presidents.
The second Vice-President is replaced annually, but tho
*lady' in question retains her position and will
probably do so throughout her life-time, Her own
interpretation is that there 1s no longer any nced for
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her to be an active nenber. This attitude is now
fairly general among the upper—claus inhsbitants,
except in uhe Church.

, This,then,ris one significant change reflected
in the Women's Insti*ute. |

The second.marked change i3 that the Institute

haa developed a strong middle~class character., Unlike
most church auxiliaries, the Iastitute 15 not led by
ﬁiddle-class women for thé'behefitfof villégera. Women
classified as villegers do predominate as members, but
a nucleus of wives of middle-class commuters have joined
the organization and are now the dominant element, The

composition of the Institute is shown in Table III,

TABEE III WOMEN'Q INULITUTF MEMBERSIIIPS HUELD BY
: PO NS IN DIFGwrRBIL SHCTIONS OF Tilig
POLULATION, DISTINGUIudINu BollwiviN
LITPLE MUNDBN INHABLCPANSS AND B
TOR=R 0L DAl 0, LID0

Tembe 'S _ Little Munden Inhabltants QOthersa
President Middle-class (The Nursa) -
Vice-Presidents Upper-class resident ‘ -
Villager |
Secretary -Middle-class resident -
Treasurer - Villgger _ , : -
' Ordinary members 4 Middle-class 3 Middle-cless®
1 Farmer's wife 4 Villagers **

13 Villagers

¢ All from nearby towns
*«* A1l former members of the defunct branch of an
Inatitute in a neighbouring parish, .



~-239~

from which it can be seen that there are even middle-
élass nenmbers from nearby urban arecas. Two of these

were formerly inhabitants of the parish (a schoolmaster's
wife, anl a nurse). The fact that theso return to the
parish regularly to participate in the organization,
testifies to the difference in the attitude which nmiddle-
class women have towards the Institute and that which
they have towards the Church auxiliaries, where thoy
tend to perform a duty in attending.

This growth of middle~clasas interest has heen
accompanied by a trend towards the integration of
tforeign' working-class women. lembers of 'old famllies!
are in the majority, but in sharp contrast to the
situation in most church auxiliaries, the 'old!'

1nhabitants do not dominate the scene; 1t 1s possible
for a newcomer to the parish to enter the group without
being the only member wlth no kinshlp comnexions within
the group, end without beirng the only person unversed

in the éntecedents-of the remaining membors., In the
tclosed! church suxiliaries,relationships are finoly
balanced; no group forms a solidary kinship unit, but
such kinship comnexions as there are between participants
are knovn to others, as are their individual historiecs,

The rather different sltuation obtairiny in ths
Women's Institute tends to submerge the 'old' inhsbitants.
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These still display little or no aspiration U5 positions
of cuthority and hich status in the orsunization, but,
in the'atmosphere described, they accept the claim of
'foreign‘ working-class women to do co. It i3
significant, for example, that the two workinz—class
wozen who occupied fhe positions of vice-prcsident and
treasurer in 1950, as well es the only working-class
woman who is a former precsident, are outsiderz - one
a Londoner and the other two of rural but 'foreign?
origin.
Comment

When the voluntary assoclations discussed in this
chapter are compared with each other and with the
groups centred on the Church and the public-houses, 1t

is seen that, in structure and in fora of integration,

”

there is a wide range of varistion within parish
orgénizations. The examples of the Cricket Cludb and
most of the Church suxiliaries show whot degree of

truth there 1s in allegations such a3 that 'ell these
people are related and if you're not one of then, they
won't lock at you'. :AButﬂggghﬁégen's Inctitute chowa
thet, at the other extrenme,the integratlon of pawcoue rs
can and does take place on the basis of common interest
end comzon residence. The pud groups and the'Football

Club fall in between the two extremes. It will bo



-241=

recalled that we saild of the latter that playing
members were drawn indiscriminstely from among 'old!
inhabitants and newcomers, thoush the committee tends

to be a 'clozed' group, while in some of the pubs there
is evidence of a slizht tendency for men to form cliques

of their owvm.



CHAPTER THIRTEER

TENURE OF OFFICE IN PUBLIC COMNITTERES

There are five locsl committees that are, to a
 greater or lesser extent, concerned with directing
matters of public ianterest in [ittle Munden., &y
making certain appropriate sllowances, an analysis of
the membership of these commlttees can yield an agcurate
indication of who governs local affairs, thus completing
the picture of asuthority structure and leadership which
has emerged so far,

It will be recalled that the five commitiees are
the Parish Council, the Mission Room Committee, the School
Board of Hanagement, the Parish Hall Comuitlee, and the.
Parish Charity Trustess, To c¢azll all of these ‘orgnns
of governnent® is to use a high-sounding phrese to refer
to committees which have vexry limited powers, aml which
wuld appear, on the surfsce, to be of minimesl importance,
But our interest in them springs from the faot that 1t
is in and through these comalttees that the commmity's
politics are enacted, Horeover, they ale all active,
functioning committees. Most of their members hold the
conviction that their duties and powers are not trivial.
And, for most inhsbitants, it is in these comuittees, 4T
anywhere, that they can hope to find a chance of realising
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such aspirations ss they may have to the temure of

public office,

The Position of the Five Committees
in the Comaunity

The powers and dutles of the committees are not
of much relevance to our discussion. We ahall,'therefore,
confine ourselves to indicating the position of each
conmittes in the community, in the briefest possible
terms. | ‘

The Parish Council has five elected members plus a

clerk appointed at a salary of £10 per annunm, It has a
number of well-known duties and responsibilities to
perform. The one regarded by the local population as the

most important is that of making recommendntions to the
District Council as to the order in which council houses
shoﬁld be allocated to applicahts (whose number invarisbly
exceeds the number of héuses'available). In practice,

the Parish Council 1s the effective arbiter in the
“allocation of houses. The second nostfmportant function
of the Council is to act as the mouthpiece of the community
'in dealings with external public authorities and
corporations. An actual example will illustrate the type
of situation which arises falrly frequently: recently

the inhabitants of the parish's smallest hamlet thought
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they were entitled to a bus services; the Parish
Council was the organization to take the matter up
with London Transport and, after refusl, with the
Vember 6f Parliement for the Division,

" The Parish Ilall Committee as 1its name suggests,
attends to the running of the hall, and controls the
letting thereof to local organizations, to the County
Council (for Welfare Clinic snd school use) and to
individuel families. The community has a certain -
gmount of pride in its Parish Hall, which is conslidered

to compare favourably with the general run of parish
halls in the area. The Comnittee comprises . elected
members as well as three representatives of the Parish
Council, the Vomen's Instltute anl the Cricket Club
respectively. Next to the Parish Council, the committeo
is regerded as the most influential committee in the
parlsh,

The School Board of Manégement was, in yesrs gone

by, an importsnt committee, To-day its powers over

the school are severely limited. The school has'controlled’
~?statusfi in terms of the Education Act of 1944, which
mosns that the Board does not hold the power to appoint

or to dismiss'teachers, and that 1t does not meet any

part of the cost of running the school. The school
buildings do, however, remain the property of the Church,

and the latter continues to be closely interested in the
running of the school. A
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Mission Room Committees The Mission Room was

in the late nimeteenth century a Methodist preaching
station. In the 19208, it was given by the Methodists,
to the local Rector — to be passed on in turn, to his
successor, and to the guccessor's successor and £9 on.
‘The mofive of the lMethodists in making the glft was to
ensﬁre‘that the room should never be sold, and, in
particular, that it should never fall into the hands of
a brewery owning the public house next door. The room
has always been used by fhe Rector for the benefit of
the community. A small commnittece attends to its upkeep.
" The Charity Trusteeé are three in number., They

are responsible for allocating certain benefits, which
to-day appear ridiculously small, to the poor, aged and
infiim of the parish. Like the School Board, this

Committee 1s, by tradition, assoclated with the Church.

Committee Membershins held by
Villacers

[ b ey

- Table I sets out the basic facta on the soclal
composition of the various committees in 1950, It can .

be seen fromrthe last row of fisures in the table that
there 1o a gross disproportion in the distribution of

committee memberships among different sections of the
populstion. There are 40.1 villagers, aged 16 years and
over, for every one membership held by a villager, whereas

~ the ratio for the population as a whole 1s 10.2, and for
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TABIE I PUBLIC COMMITTEE SEATS HELD BY MRENBERS
OF DIFFBRENT SECIIOWs OF 1dn POryLATION,
LITTLE MUNDLN, 1950

UC = Upper class IC = Middle class

F = Farmers ' V = Villapgers
Comnittee | uc MC F v Total
School Board 2 1l 2 - 5
Charity Trustees 1 1 1 - 3
‘Parish Hall Comnittee 1 4 5« 4 140+
1ission Room Comulttee - 1* 2 1l 4
Parish Council - 1 4 1 6
TOTAL 4 8 14 6 32
Numbexr of persons
holding one or more :
public offices -3 5 7 5 20
Average number of
offices held per
of fice-holder 1.3 1.6 2.0 1.2 1.6

Number of persons,

aged 16 years and

overi in a particular
o

gection of the popu-

lation,to every one 3.0 4,0 1.8** 40,1 110,2**
meabership held by a (PCS, 1,3)***

representative of (MDC, 8,5)***

that section

* Positlon held, ex officio, by the parson.

** - Among the farmers on the Parish Hall Committee sre two
non-residents, One sits as a representatiye of the
Cricket Club, and the other is a former resident of the
parish who retained his seat on departure, These two were
excluded from the calculation designed to show the number

of person3 per every one office which is in the hands of
a particular gsection of the population,

PCs = Professional Comaunity servants (e.g. parson) ;
IDC = Middle classg dally comnuters and retired folk

LE R
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all other sections of the population the corresponding
figﬁre is significantly lower than the averaze for the
comnunity. Following on carlier references to the
traditioﬁai acceptance of social inequality in parish
affairs, the groos difference betwcen villagers and
non—villagers needs little explanation. What is more
likely to surprise the rcader is that as many as five
villagers are found on parish oomhittees, and that these
five répresent a quarter of all persons holding one or
more memberchips.

An individual study of each of these cases provides
valuable evidence on the whole problem of the presence

or absence of asplrations to positions of authority on
the part of villagers.

The first case which we shall study is that of an
agzricultural labourer vho is a Parish Councillor and a
member of the Parish Hall_Committee. His major
ach;eveﬁent is that he has on two occasions successfully
foqght Parish Council elections (1946 and 1949).

To gppreciate the significance of this we must
review the history of elections to the council. In
Chapter X we recorded that in 1907 a Parish Council
election was unsuccessfully fought by the local Rector.
From that date till 1946, the minutes of the Parish |

Meeting record every three years, with unfailing monotony,
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incidents such as the followings
1910 'Pive nomination papers were handed
in <... after the ususl intervol these were

declared to be duly elected.'

1922 'The only electors présent were the
retiring councilloré. Five . nomination papers
" were handed in and these candidates were duly

elected.?

1931 ‘tPresent at the meeting were the five
councillors and two electors. Only five

nominstions were handed in eeeee!

1943  'All the retiring councillors were

re-elected. '

The persons participating in the Council during
the 40 or 50 years prior to 1946 were almost exclusively
farmers, and upper and middle-class inhabitonts. The
following are typical exumples of parish councils during.
these years:

1913: ‘Chairman: +the local schoolmaster
Ordinary councillors: TFour faruers (all
newbers of 'the familyy).

19223 Chairnen: Upper-class resident
Ordinary councillors: One upper-class
resident, two farmers (members of 'the
family') and ome villager, to whonvwe shall
refer presently.
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1937: Chairmans Upper-closs resident
Ordinary councillors: Four faruers

(three of vwhom were members of
'the femily!')

The data speaok for themselves. The only villager

who, at any time during this period, became a councillor
was a gardener'and the circumétances of his participation
were unusual in several ways. Firstly, he was originally
co-opted to the Council to £111 a vaconcy in between two
elections. Secondly, he was a man vith excceptional
charismatic qualities. (We referred to him in Chapter
VIII as having been one of the prime enthasiasts 1in
finding the Cricket Club in 1903). Thirdly, by the time
he joined the Council, he had become related through
narriage to 'the family' of farmers. |

In 1946, we find a real challenge being made to
the past leaders of the Council. At the election neeting

nine nominations were honded in. There were as followss

1. Farmer (member of 'the femily! ;
e tﬁe aber o1y 1 y' and Chairman

2. Farmer (member of 'the family!')

3. The assistant schoolmistress

4., A middle-class townsman who haed worked
on the land during the war and who had
then served on the Council

5. A retired middle-class woman

6. An egricultural lsbourer, employec of No.l

7. A Gardener
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8. A Publican
9. A Shopkeeper.

The election was by shov of hands and the meeting
was 'well attended' according to the mlnutes. Although
there was no organized canvassing for election, it was
.well known in the parish that Nos. 6, 7, and 8 were

standing as 'Labour Party céhdidates', inspired and led
by No.6 who was challenziny his employer. Nos. 1 to 4
and No.6 were elected.

Three years later in 1949, when the wave of Labour
 feeling had somewhat subsided,the egricultural labourer
who hed been elected in 194G was the only Socialist
candidete’ and he was opposed by two farmers, the locsl

schoolmaster, one middle-class townsman snd a 'Conservative’'

villager, who was urged to stand for election by the
farmers. The sole Lobour candidate' was elected.

These incidents are not recounted as evidence of
the growth of aspiraotions smong the local population of
villegers. Quite the cmtrary:t the successful Labour
candidate of 1946 and 1949 is a former industrial worker
from the Midlands vho migrated to the area following on
the economic depression of the 19303, The fact that he
- found sufficient support to bo elected is itself of some
slight significance, but if the train of events is
followed through to 1952, we find that by this time the
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individual concérned had ieft the parich, and that the
- Counclil elections were once again unopposéd.‘_
| The cases of the renainirg four villagers who were

scerving on parish committees in 1950 yleld but 1little
evidence to refute the conclusions drawn s0 far. Three
are elected members of the Parich Iall Committce. OFf
these, two are members of the Women's Institubte and
" though they do not officially represent this organization,
they are encoursged to come by the offiéial WeI,
representative 'to mcke up the numbers', One villager
comaittee-menber is the 'Conservative' man who was

unsuccessful in fighting the 1949 Parish Council election.
| Iis case is of some interest. He was born and bred in
the parish. His father was a seni-skilled manual worker
in town. Thoe son is a qualified asrtisan and he has risen
above the social status of hig father. His position
in the parish is insccure. He might be temmed a borderlire
villeger and occasionally mixes with one of the immigrant
farmers,

| Iinally, there is the case of one villager who holds

a position m the llission Room Bommitice at the invitation
of the parson. We have previously encountered him working
in close co-operation with the Rector as secretary-treasurer

of the Football Club (Cf.Chapter XII).
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The minority strats of the comsunity botwean
t:hed:mle the parish. (Refer back to Isble I) e
have already referred Lo the grip of 'tha frmily' of
farners on »ﬂxe Pariah Council and thélr position 1s
equzlly strong in the Parlsh iall Committes. In the
cace of both bodics, the influence of tha Papsers is
probebly stronger to-dsy then ever before as s result
of the virtusl abdicstion of the upper-class inhebitentso
whome active interest is now emfined to the Church md
ite sssocloted comuititees (the School Board end the
Charity Trustees),

iflddle~class representation on the public committees
is not decisive in parish affairs, The parson and the
schoolmaster set the tone of the representatives who
are consclentious ia sofeguarding the interests of the
Church, the school and the parish generslly, but who tend
to remain detached from local intercsts,

. By contrasty the Lformers bring to the conmuittees
personal mmd femily interests fostered and maintained
over two o0 three generetions. Fourteen, or nesrly s
helf of all committee memberships im the perish, eve
held by farmers, Of these fourteen memberships, only
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one (on the Parish Hall Comalttee) is held by a farmerx
who is not a member of 'the family®, and one man, who
is without question the most influential person in the
parish, sits on all five comuzittees, He is the
acknowledged lngader of ths perish and usually presides
over sny ad hoc comnitiees set up from time to time to
consider matters of public intersst Shat are not deelt
with by the existing bodies, If one of the upper-class
inhsbitants haprens to be interested in the woxrk of eny -
committee, he or she nmormally replaces the farmer as
chairmen, but this rarely hoppens ualess ths matter in

gquestion concerans the Church.



CilAPTER FOURTHEN

THE 80-CALLED "BREAK-UP' OF THE PARISH

It is & widely held belief that the villasges of
Gngland have tended to become, in the words of the

Scott Report, 'loose azad indebenninabe'.l And we have
sald, on more than one occasion, that some Little
Mundeners maintain that their comunity is 'breakin;-upt,
The desceriptions given in the foregoing pages show,
however, thet the community system is relstively rigid
and stabla. There have been changes over past decades,
and particularly in recent post-war years, but the basic
social structure has by no means disintegrated, It now
remains for us to indicate, in this coneluding chapter,
how the relntivé stability of the social structure and the
so-called '"breok-up'! of the comuunity combine to creste
some of the problems with which Liittle iMunden and its
1ahab1tants are faced,

First of all, what do the 'old' iahabitants mean
when they say the psrish is 'bresking-up'? Different
people refer to various partliculsr trends, eond, of course,
there is no clesrly formulatéd ides in the comuunity as
to whst the ‘'bresnk-up' implies, But geanerally the

1 Report of the Commit ¢ I ( :
- e8¢ Commlttee on Land Utilisation in Rur
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assertion is linked to statements such as that 'people
don't mix' and 'don't kmow each other as they used to',
that it is difficult to orgenize group sctivities, and
that when children have been to school oulside the parlsh
they become apathetic in supporting local organizations.
All these statements are relative, and it seems probable
that, as such, they are true expressions of current trends,
There is en ever-increasing dissection of contacts and,in
consequence; a lessening of intensity in the relationships
maintained within the parish,

At the same time, we have seen that a majority of the
total pépulatioh still associates itself with parish
organizations in one way or another. The resal problem,
gseen from the angle of the group organizer, is thot under
present—day conditions the mere fact of residing in the
parish does not render the inhabitant dependent on the
locality for the whole range of his social outlebs. Some
individuals can afford to meake a deliberate choice as to
where and when they will assoclaste themselves with the
com;ﬁunity, and some csn, as a few people do, dissociate
themselves altogether from the psrish group.

Wie explained earlier that this latter course is of ten
favoured by middle-class townsmen, This in itself carries
no impovtant implications for the parish, The question

whether, if middle-class townsmen were to participate -

i
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more regularly in the commnity, they might have the same
influence on it as a few of their wives have had through
the Women's Institute, is largely conjectural., Of far
greater importance is the fact that numbers of villagers
and farmers also tend to break away from the perish,

Most of the immigrant farmers who are not members
of 'the family', never became integrated into the life
of the community and tTheir position is comparable to
that of middle-class townsmen, in thal they tend to rely
on social outlets found in nearby towns and large villages
that are less closely-knit than Lit tle Munden, and where,
in consequence entry into the group is easier,

Villagers, who are newcomers, on the other hand,
seldom enjoy the same opportunities for travelliﬁg back
and forth from the parish to the towns during leisure
hours, and those who do no% £ind some outlets locslly
comprise a fairly lorge mass of families living in a

state of semi-isolation and only entering into contact
with local persons in situations which involve no lasting
obligsations.

Another category of persons who often lead their
lives independently of the organized activities in the
parish are emergent or borderlire villagers. From some
points of view, it might be expected that this group
should contain active participants in local affairs,

’
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but this is rarvely the cesc. The emergeant villager tends
to be estrenged from the com unity by foxces which are
just as powerful as those vhich deter the middle-claas
person from full psr_’bici;;a.:i tion within the paxish, To
i{llustrete this we may quote the csse of a native-borm
woman who hod risen from a working-class famlly, followed
a clerical occupation and merried one of her office
sasocistes, !  '"The biggest twouble in this villsge', she
explained, 'is thot you can't keep people at a distance.
They don't judge you on what you are, bub on your family
history. Because people like X, played with me when

I wos a child, they call me by my Chrisilan nome. I'll
get out of here as soon as ever I get the chance's In
the meanwhile, this woman was living sn isolated life in
the paidsh without taking port in say group activities
wvhich might imwolve embarrassing contscts with childhool
friends and even with certein of her kinsmen,

Finally, there are villagers of nll grades for whom
non-participstion in, or merely casual sssocistion with,
the local comnunity arises out of a desire o evade
the traditional suthority snd control of the parish groups.
There is practically no open rejectlion of thé norus of
the community, but, when these prove irksome snd when
local life appeaxs uninteresting, the attrasctions of

Sunday newspeiers, fLootball pools, radio and Gelevision,
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and, occasionally, of active participation in town life)
tend more and more to replace the activitles which can
be followed in the parish,

It is the accumyfulation of all these categories of
'non-joiners' and 'poor-joiners' into an absolute majority
of the total population which often leads parish leaders
to despair., It is, too, the fact that so large a number
of persons are apathetic, but not hostile towards the
parish group and not decply involved in alternative group
life, that ensbles the parish to act as a solidary unit
on rare occasions of crisis or celebration (e.g. the
Coromation in 1953, when some three-quarters of the

 inhsbitents particiocated in local celebrations).



