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ABSTRACT

This thesis will examine and attempt to explain how, in the
first half of the sixteenth century, the central Italiam port of
Ancona achieved its greatest economic importance relative to other
cities in the whole of its history. It will be seen that this
development coincided with and was causally connected with the rise of
other ports as widely dispersed as london, Antwerp, Ragusa and
Constantinoples

During .thi‘ period Ancona was transformed from a port of merely
regional significance into a major international entrepot where the
rav materials and manufactured goods of the Cttoman Empire were

by and
exchanged for agricultural produce and industrial goods from swbeide

western Eupe  These changes oere Cansed by dovelepmants outside
Ancona itself, in particular the political stability of the lands
of the eastern Mediterranean under OCttoman rule and the growing tendency
for merchants to use land rather than sea trade routes as a result
of improved organization of land haulage and the growth of piracy.
The thesis has been based mainly on the hitherto unconsulted
notarial archives of Ancona, and it should help to revise the
view that post-medieval notarial records are of little value in
studying commercial history. Other sources in Ancona itself and
in the main cities with which 2&: traded have also been consulted.
The thesis is arranged in six chapters. Chapter 1 sets the

political and commercial framework of the lediterranean within which
Ancona was to develops Chapter II gets the city in its geographical,

historical and political perspective within this Mediterranean.
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Chapter III consists of an examination and criticism of the
sources consulted, Chapter IV is the core of the thesis,
describing the commercial development of the eity and attempting
to explain its Finally Chapters V and VI discuss the way in which
trade was carried on in Ancoma. Chapter V deals with the structure
of the merchant community and the way im which merchants operated,
whilst Chapter VI deals with the organisation and operation of

shipping.
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CHAPTER CNE

THE FPOLITICAL AND COMMSRCIAL BACKGRCUND TO THE

DEVELOPMENT OF ANCONA

The history of a single town, unless it is to be of merely
antiquarian or parochial interest, must bear some relationship to the
history of the wider world that lies ocutside. Such relationship should
be first spatial and temporal, so that the events in the history of the
single town relate chromologically and geographically to events happening
simultaneously in other places both at any point of time and over a
“periocd of time. It should also be a causal relationship so that the
effects of events in the single town can be seen in events in the outside
vni'ld and, usually more important, the effects of events in the outside
world can be seen operating in the history of the single town. In this
and the next chapter some attempt will be made to provide a framework
within which the commercial history of Ancona that is deseribed in the
fourth chapter can be seen to have relationships with the mainstream
of history in all four of these ways. In this chapter some aspects of
fifteenth and sixteenth century Mediterranean and European history
which appear to have relevance to the history of Ancona will be described,
whilst in the following chapter a geographical and historical perspective
to the commercial development of Ancona in the period studied will be

given,

The period covered by this thesis, indeed the whole period from
1450 to 1600, was one of very considerable change for the Mediterranean
region. Lconomically, this period sees the beginning of that process
which was eventually to shift the centre of gravity of the Luropean

economy from the Mediterranean to the Atlantic and the lorth Sea.



whilst the speed of this process has been much exagperated by
historians in the past, there seems no doutt that, throughout the
sixteenth century, there was a tendency for the innovating ability

and commercial enterprise that had been the hallmark of lNediterranean
areas such as northern Italy, Catalonia and ifrovence in the middle

ages to be equalled or excelled by new regions to the north and west
such as ortugal, England, Brabent, Hollund and south Germany. GSuch

a trensformation was reflected in the change of origins of the merchants
and shipowners who controlled the bulk of the trade of the area. Before
1450 a Mediterranean dominated by th» great trading republics of Venice,
Genoa, Florence and Barceloma =till existed. By 1600 the massive
influx of northern shipping had already begun which was to set the
scene for the domination by inglish, French and Dutch shipping that

wan to followe. Simultaneous with this slow change of economic power,
the Mediterranean shared with the rest of Zurope two other features

of change which were clearly of very great significance for the area.
These were the widespread demographic advance experienced by most areas
of Zurope and the Mediterranean in the sixteenth century, and the
political process of empire-building which greatly reduced the number

of independent states in the region.

Moat important of the latter movements, at least as far as the
sastern Mediterranean was concerned, was the expansion and consclidation
of the Nrkisn Empire to more or less its continental limits in the
Mediterranean. Fractically the whole of the Balkans had fallen
into Turkish bands by the end of the fifteenth century. The exceptions
were parts of Dalmatia and a few fortresses in the Morea which Venice
still held, and the small maritime republic of Ragusa which maintained
its independence as a Catholic state paying tribute to the Turk right
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down to the eighteenth century. In the Veneto-Turkish «ar of
14991502, Venice lost still more of its posts alomg the route to the
Levant - iodon, Coron and Santa Maura - though she was guaranteed
navigation in the Adriatic and P’saditomnonn.1 By 1518, the Turks
had conquered Syria and fgypt and in 1522 the island of Rhodes was
captured from the Knights of 5t. Johmn. The results of this expansion
are still very confused but some things are clear,

For the ti::it time since the irab expansion of the seventh and
eighth centuries, the whole of the enstern Mediterranean and nearly
all the Balkan comstline and hinterland were ruled by one man. Further-
more, there seems no doubt that after the civil strife between rival
factions in the reigl of Bayezid (1481-1503)° the empire under Selim
end Su,;iun was strongly ruled and policed, If this situation is
compared with that of a hundred years earlier when the same area was
split up andé fought over by Italians, Greeks, Franks, tSerbds, Turks,
Arabs and Moxisou. it can be seen that the potential for demographic snd
economic development was quite comsiderabdle. The military clussef of
the area no longer spent their time fighting on Balkan lands but went
off year after year campaigning on the Danube, in the Black Sea lands,
the Ukraine, the Crimea or above all on the eastern borders against
the Persians, returning to their own lands only in the \d.u!"er."5 while
these warriors had replaced the old Balkan lords as exploiters of

1e E‘or an lmt of ﬁh war and of the pucc settlement see R,Censi,
s ) 8T ! L i Vene: 1 (lﬁ.lln, 19%-6). ii,
o fomanin zVonica. 1913),
vy 133-5"-

2+ S Fisher, 'Civil strife in the Ottoman fmpire, 1481-1503¢, Journal
of Vodern :istory, xiii (1941), 449-66 especially p.h6C,

3e  WelloKcHeill, Europe's Steppe Frontier 1500-1800 (Chicago,l964),pe32.
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the peasants in a system still basically feudal, most writers find
that, in the sixteenth century at least, the system weighed less
heavily on the peasants than in previous years. The holding of timars,
'u the military fiefs were called, was not hereditary, and the
relationship of lord with peasant was far more strictly controlled

by Ottoman h;) than it had been under Eyzantine rule. The old feudal
requirements of forced labour and other services were replaced by a
single tax, and Ottoman judges receiving their revenue from other
sources acted as local representatives of the central government to
insure that timar holders obeyed the law. There secems to have been,

in the dxtulth century, a nice balance between the mounted feudal
cavalry (m) drawing their revenue from timars and the devshirme
class who drew their revenue from the inatolian and Arab provinces and
provided the Janissaries and the bureaucracy. This was to be upset

in the seventeenth century with the growing obsolescence of the tormr.1

The effect of Turkish expansion and the consolidation of their
pover was to re-arrange the frontiers of south-eastern Durope and
western isia., Under the declining power of the last Byzsntine emperors
both the Balkans end Anatolis had been frontier provinees. Centrsl
weakness provided an opportunity for local leaders to establish
independent congrol over their lands, and even to found ephemeral

1+ BSince in Marxist terms an improvement in the peasants' lot was a backwards
step, the subject of the change to Turkish rule has aroused much
interest and controversy. For a discussion of Yugoslav historiography
since the war citing works on this subject see W.5.Vuecinich, 'The Yugoslav
Lands in the Cttoman Feriod’, of Mod Histo xxvii (1955),
ppe207=306, For the view that ﬁ h ﬁa an inpronmt in both
the condition of the peasant and in the internal security of the country
see L.S.5tavrianos, _@cmtﬁm Balkans since 1453 (New York, 1 iﬁa). PPe37=9}
GeVernadsky, 'On some re sian and Turkish history',
Transac of Arts and wim. xx:vi(19b5),
} SeJeShaw,'The Cttoman View of the Balkans', +and BeJelavich,

The in Transition (los ingeles, 1963).pp.6’+-7; WellsMeHeill, op.cit,
pp.?%; %.Emci. *The Conquering Balkan Orthodox Merchant',
!_%Q XX (19“)' 235.
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empires such as the Serbisn Zmpire of Stephen Du‘éan.1 The same
weakness alse provided an irresistable invitation for adventurers

of all nations to move into the power vacuum and seize what they

could. Examples of this in the Balkans are the adventures of the
Grand Catalan Ct'.uxrpa.ny2 and of the knights who were granted lands

after the Fourth Crusade.3 After the battle of Manzikert in 1071 &
similar situation had arisen in Anatolian. Irominent among those who
took advantage of Byzantine weakness were groups of Turkish adventurers
motivated by the powerful combination of loot, glory and the Holy War,
The resulting confusion that arose on the frontiers of the retreating

Byzantine Empire is well described by 'w'ittek:-h

The population of the marches was destined to perpetual frontier
warfare. These march-warriors are continually in readiness to
parry the raids of the enemy, and in turn also undertake similar
raids, frequently penetrating deep into the territory of the foe.
Booty constitutes for the marches the principal economic basis of
life. Between the military borderlands and the peaceful and
industrial hinterland there exists the greatest cultural contrast,
and this contrast is further accentuated by racial differences ...
a curious mixture of nationalities and languages.

But by the end of the fifteenth century these frontier conditions had come
to an end. The Balkans and Anatolia were now the heartlands of a still
expanding and strongly centralized Cttoman Empire. The fighting still
went on but now Wittek's "marches" tended to be the Danube and the
Euphrates. The implication of this change for the peasants of the

.dhu is summed up by Mchill:g

The operation of the Turkish administrative machine in the
sixteenth century had 2 curiously contradictory effect. The
conservation of a comparatively lightly burdened peasantry at
the center of the State and destructive raiding aimed against

1, W, Miller, "The Medieval Serbian Empire', The juarterly Review (1916)

2. K.M.Setton, 'The A¥ignonese Fapacy and the Catalan Duchy of Athens',
Bysantion, xvii (1944-5), especially pp. 281-3.

3. W. Miller, The latins in the Levant (1908).

he P. Wittek, The Rise of the Ottoman Zmpire (1938), p.17.

5 WeHeMcNeill, op.eit. PQ}a.




similar commmities lying just beyond the limits of

regular Turkish administration were complementary aspects ‘
of the same process. Indeed the ec:ﬁ could sustain b
organized military power om a large e for an extended

time only by preying upon peripheral commmities, while

keeping a secure home base where relatively easy economic

circumstances and limited exploitation of the humbler ranks

ranks of society assured a modicum of stability in the rear.

The relatively easy conditions for Balkan peasants were obtained
at the price of extremely uneasy conditions for the inhabitants of
Danubic Furope where much previously cultiveted land reverted to
pasture and the safest form in which to accumulate property was
considered to be libasjbszag or "goods on leg_a".

At the same time that the scene was set for the poseibility of
greater htox'nll development in the vast area of the Turkish land
empire, Turkish aggression against the Christian powers of the
Mediterranean switched from land to sea. Apart from the temporary
conquest of Otranto in 1480, Cttoman ambitions for territorial
expansion in the Hediterranean were confined to the remmants of the
Venetian Smpire and the islands belonging to Jenoa and the Knights of
Ste Johne The Turks, particularly in the reigns of Selim and
Suleiman, were very successful at sea and despite occasional victories
by Christians, the initiative largely belonged to the Moslems down to the
battle of Lepanto.z In addition to nawval action, the early sixteenth
century was a period of very active piracy and privateering. The Turkish
conquests from Venice in the war of 1459 - 1502 provided a springboard
for offensive in the Central Hediterranean and it is from this period
that the development of extensive piracy in the southern Adriatic begine.
Venice, who had for centuries policed the waters of the idriatie, was no
longer able to comtrol the raids., Into this neutral sea where Venice

had kept the peace for her own and others' navigation, fleets of pirates

1o Adeds dcn Hollndcr. "nu Grent Huaprim Plain: a iuropean Frontier
7y A L 4 C ﬂil e K 1 111 (1960-61)‘ 82-30

2e See F.Braudel, 'Les Lspagnols et 1'ifrique du Nord de 1492 & 1577', Zewue
caine, lxix (1928), 184-253 and 351-428 for an ascount of this® —
Strugele; alao Selane-foole, foe Besbary Corsairs (10900, ppesielfe.
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now penetrated regularly. Neither the dominant position of Corfu nor
the fleet of the Hepublic provided much aecurity.1 The strength of
the Turkish navy and of Foslem piracy was greatly augmented by the
growth of communications between the Berbers and the Turks, particularly
after the cccupation of Algiers by Barbarossa in 1516, and by the
capture of the strongest centre of Christian counter-piracy, Rhodes, in

1522,2

Against the changes in the eastern part of the Hediterranean, where
the land was almost certainly wore and the sea less secure, should be set
the other changes of the peried. /s politically and economically
significant as the consolidation of the Turks in the east was the expansion
of Spain and France in the west. ‘hilst the late fifteenth century had
seen the union of Castile and Aragon and the conguest of Grenada, as well
48 French absorption of Provence, the first half of the sixteenth century
was dominated by the struggle between Valois and Hapsburg, From the point
of view of Mediterranecan history, it is the protracted wars in Italy that
were the most significant part of this struggle. The eventual success
of the Hapsburgs in annexing first the kingdom of Naples, including
Sardinia and Sicily, and then the duchy of Hilan, meant that the western
Mediterranean was now dominated politically by Spain. Both Genoa, through
the direct action of Andrea Doria,” and Medicean Florence were her allies.

Within Italy itself, simultaneously with the struggle of France and
Spain and their allies, lesser wars had continued as they had in the
fifteenth century, GSecular and Pepal ambitions drove the Zorgia rope,
ilexander VI and his family to expand the Fapal patrimony in the Romagna
and their work was continued by Julius IX. Venice, though checked by the
efforts of the Holy League in 1509-11, continued to consolidate her mainland

1s A+Ténenti, 'I corsari in Mediterraneo all'inizio del Cinquecento®, RSI,
Loeid (1960), 23487,

2. BS.lane-Foole, op.cit, pp.31-60, 72-75. On Barberossa see also F.Braudel,
q.d:! especially pp.353-60 and Sir GeFisher, Barbary legend (Oxford,1957),

PPe .
See E.Peti Paris,1887) ¢ bl f this Genoese
2 m&:‘ Mﬂf “83? ﬂu: ;rum :o Bpn.d.h service
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territory. Florence after the long war with risa from 1494 - 1509
eventually incorporated the Fisan territory into her own and it only
remained for Siena to fall in 1555 for the shape of modern Tuscany to
be formed. In this, mirroring the greater expansionist policies of
Turks and Spaniards, by the mid-sixteenth century, Venice, Florence
and the Fapal States had all rounded out their territories and had
left many fewer independent city-states behind,

Very little is known of what this consolidation of territory throughout
the Mediterranean meant in ecomomic terms. Initially, during the period
of conquest, no doubt it meant suffering and material destruction, Often
it also meant heavy and more efficient taxation to feed the swollen armies
and bureaucracies demanded by the larger units, But also and perhaps
more significant in the long run, it meant a far greater amount of civil
peaces In the first half of the sixteenth century it seems probable that
the results of consolidation favoured the peoples of south-sastern Lurope.
For while many parts of Italy were suffering the devastation described by
Barbegallo that occurred in the wake of the Italian Wars,' the Cttoman
Empire was already enjoying the benefits of a unified administration.

In any case no eatimate of the effect of Empire-building on economic
life in the Mediterranean can be made without reference to the second feature
of change mentioned above -- the rapid growth of population that occurred
in the sixteenth century. Although the timing and intensity of this develop-
ment naturally varied from place to place, there seems to have beern few areas
of Surope that did not have very many more people in 1600 than they had in
15C0s For the Mediterranean Braudel had assembled much of the available evi-
dence. He finds increases of population in the central and Western Mediterraneay
ranging from 15 per cent to over 100 per cent in the course of the

1¢ CeBarbagallo, 'La crisi economico-sociale dell'ltalia della Rinascenza',
Nuova Rivista Storica, xodx-xxxv (1950-51), especially xxxiv, 398-411
and xxxv, 1=18,
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sixteenth eonhu'y.1 Howhere was this more striking than in the
oima.a Barkan who has worked on the sixteenth century Turkish
censuses thinks that the population of the Turkish Ympire might have
more than doubled in the course of the \:ﬂ:x'.'.m';.3 Both writers agree
on the major features of this growth in population. It was widespread,
it continued, though with ever more frequent checks, for most of the
sixteenth century and it led to a relatively much grenter increase in
the population of cities than of the countryside.

The degree of urbanization has always bLeen a factor thut has dis-
tinguished the Mediterranean countrics from the other parte of Zurope,
right down to the deginning of the Industrial Revolution. This con=
centration in cities and ite intensification during the sixteenth century
posed problems of transport and supply to even the smallest of such cities,
and their solution was probobly the most important function of Mediterraneun
trades The provisioning of the really large cities and of the ecores of
smaller cities that were unable to draw their supplies from their doorstep
as a result of size, geographical position or specialization in some other
product was achieved in two main ways. First every city had a surrounding
area from which it drew the bulk of its needs in foods These supplies
arrived in part by land, but also if the city was & port, as virtually
all large cities had to be, there would be a stretech of coastline to
either side of the city from which it would draw a part of its supplies by
seas To this localised trade in food should be added other forms of

estimate of popuhtim at the end of the sixteenth century,
2, Ibid, pp.268-72.
3+ O.lL.Barkan, 'La "Néditerranfe” de Fernand Draudel vue d'Istamboul’,

ix (1954), ppsl9l-5. dee also Idem, 'izsal sur les donnSes
qmdumtrudnmmemtdamlxupinottmmxv.

sidcles’,



escentially local trade such as that in jars, potes, mats, barrels,
firewood etc. and especially for the poris the trade in ship and boat-
building materials. This short-diztance trade in mainly agricultural
products is found to be the chief employer of shipping in 211 those few
studies that have been bused on the analysis of documents relating to

some local requirement to register incoming Eibipa.1 Many writers

busing their studies on documents that only show large ships have missed
the significance of this smmll-scale but sssential t.rudo.z The areas from
which this sort of supply came wvaried considerably from Constantinople's
monopoly of the Black Sea grain trade and right of pre-¢mplion  on meny
other areas of the eastern Mediterranean to that of a srall port set in a
rich agricultural hinterland. Some cities however were so large or had
such poor local supplies that they had to look beyond the areas in which
they had strong local influence in arder to feed themselves. is a result
of this, specialist experting aress had developed. The most important of
these supplying the eastern and central Mediterranean with grain were Sicily,
the CGreek mainland of the Aegean and Egypte. Competing for the supplies of

these regions were such cities aes Venice, iagusa, Constantinople, lalermo

1« For example see C. Carrdre, 'Le droit d'ancrage et le mouvement du
port de Barcelone au wilieu du XVe sildcle', lstudios de istoria loderna,
1ii (1953), 67-156 and the discucsion following C.Traselli's article
'Les sources d'archives pour 1l'histoire du trafic maritime en sSicile',

in M.ollat (ed.), IVe Colloque d'Fistoire Varitime (raris, 1962), p.118.

2¢ As an example of this compare two articles on shipping at Barcelona in

the first half of the fifteenth century. Carrére, ope.cit, has analysed

the shipping using Barcelona on the basis of an anchorage tax that was
but the very smallest locally-owned boats. From this study
it is clear that the majority of shipping using the port was very small,
Completely the opposite impression is obtained from the study of M, del
Tre ‘Assicurazioni e commercio internazionale a Barcellona nel
1428-1429", s lxdx-lxx (1957-58). Based on the insurance contracts
drawn up by a Catalan notary concerning 104 vessels, he found that only
15 of these contracts concerned vessels smaller than those defined as
large by Cerrre -- goca, balener, nau, galdre. (lxix, 525-6),

E
g
E
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and Cairo, ss well as many of the islands which often specialized in
other goods or held garrisons beyond the possibility of local supply.
Such demand rmo of course considerably swollen in times of dearth or
in times of warfare when the competing armies and navies had also to be
tcd.1

One of the mmin features of the history of Mediterranean trade in
the sixteenth century is the growing competition for these supplies of
grain as the population of the cities and the countryside continued to
increase. With little evidence of much improvement in agricultural
techniques, the balance between supply end demsnd was to Le broken in the
second half of the century with s resulting increase in famine, plague
and agrarian nw:h.a It was this situation that was the first cause of

the influx of northern shipping in the 1590s.

wnile the trade in grain end the other basic commodities of the
liediterranean table sweh as wine, oil and salt was probably the most
essential feature of both long and short distance trade during this
period, two other main kranches of trade must be distinguished, The
first of those fed the industries of the cities and dispomed of their
pfodmu. In this connection it is important to remember that northern
Italy continued to be the wost important centre of Mediterranean industry.
In particular this meant the four great eitiesm of Venice, Florence, (enoa
and mhn."

1s For a study of the grain trade see M.Aymard, Venise et le commerce
dup blé (Puris, 1966). Also L. a'm;.r. 'Le commerce intérieur des cereales
dans 1'Smpire Ottomane pendant la’seconde moitié du XVIe sidle', Zevue
d.IBmm‘ ﬂ (19%"”)' 1&-1”.

2e¢ O(n banditism and other forms of revolt see F.Braudel, La M8dite be,
ope.cit, pps6U3-60. For the Ottomsn Empire see CO.lL.Barkan, 'la Hidihrrnn‘o" '
opecit. ppel97-8. On famine and plague at Venice see B,’ullan, '“age-earners
and the Venetian icomomy, 1550-1630', ECHR, 2nd. ser. iVI (1964)
S+ 'Ihis influx is best shown in F.Braudel and R.ilomano, lNavires et
- L ] 1)

smrchandises 3 1'entrée du fort de Livourne 1547-1€11 +1951) 1 pp.49-51.

4 FeBraudel, La K8diterrande ..., OpeCits ppe339-4l.
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This concentration of industry in northern Italy meant that

the main direction of trade was raw mterials coming to Italy and the
stream of finished articles to be distributed through Italy and then
to the other countries of the Mediterranean or to northern Europe.
Textiles, mainly woollen and silk, and leather were the main products
of the regiom, though luxuries of all kinds were also conspicuous.
Whilast northern Italy was the main centre for the industries, the raw
materials came rather from the extremities of the region. Apart from
the small supply from England wool came mainly from Morocco and Srain,
and from the Balkans. Raw silk alaso came from Spain and in the east from
Anatolia and beyond the borders of the Turkish Dwpire, ns well ms from
Siefly and other parts of Italy. The chief mources of hides were north
. Africa, Spain, the Balkans, igypt and Danubic iurcope. As Braudel points
out, this very important commerce passed predominantly from Islan to
Christendom: "celle-ci achdte, celui-ld vend, parce que moins riche en
hommes, plus riche en tranpuln.“1 The main centres for the consumption
of panufactured poods that sntered internstional trade were the cities,
the needs of most rural populations being met from inferior goods of local
‘origin. Although little is known of the class and income structure of
the final purchasers of those goods that did enter international trade, it
llmm unlikely that, except for necessities like grain ard salt, any

mhﬁtm of individual eities as manufacturers varied
over time, this view of the trade in raw materials coming from the
extremitios of the Mediterranean to Italy, and of the stream of munufactured
goods going from northern Italy to the other cities of the Meditsrraneanm,

1. Idem pa337.
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though a simplification of the complicated system existing in reality,

yet provides a convenient generalization to help understend the wmain currents
of this branch of trade, The industries of socuthern France became seriocus
competitors only under Colbert in the seventeenth century, and the once
flourishing Catalan cloth industry was progressively eliminated from fardinia,
Raples and Siecily by the Ganoo...1 The main correction necessary for the
purpose of this study is to mention the renufuctured goods that emsnated from
the Turkish Empire. The most important of these were camlets, n cloth mde
of a mixture of silk and goat's wool that was sold throughout Lurope, and
finished leather goods, particularly mdulery.t'

Although the movement of foodstuffs, raw materials and industrial goods
within the Mediterranesn no doubt mwade up the bulk of all commerce in the
area, it is impossible to study the Mediterranean during this perioed in
isolation. The Mediterranean is indeed only a sea and, although the word is
useful as geographical shorthand for the countries peripheral to the sea, it
is important to realize that such an approach gives rather a parochial view
of the traiing relations that existed in the sixteenth century world. The
Mediterranean had never been isolated from the rest of the world and in no
period was this truer than in the period of Buropean commercial expansion
covered by this thesis. The third branch of commerce that must be comsidered
therefore is the relationship of the Maditerranean with the rest of the world,
Confining our attention to those goods which were of importance in the emstern
and central Mediterranean, three main groups of imports to the region can de

1e * Idem PPO}M
2e Su tor inntmc. in

DH35) o

W - dituttiglicolori
ocecllcntimnu. Si lavora di selle, briglie. d'altri fornimenti di
cavallo meglio che altrove sess’
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identified. Irobsbly the most important of these were the munufactured
goods imported from northera and central Lurope. These were the real
competitors to Italian industry in the Hediterranean and in particular should
be mentioned the imports of English and Flemish cloth which grew very rapidly
during this period. Also in this group come the wmanufactures of ropidly
developing southern Germeny, particularly arms and fustians. The second
group includes northern and central Zuropesr raw materials, especially the
mineral products of Lngland, Germany and Hungary but alsc hides from the Greut
Hungarian Plaine. The last group includes &1l thome goods that came from isia
via the Turkien Empires This is the branch of commerce that has attracted most
attention from historians and incorporatcs all thet rmiscellaneous bundle called
epices, @mt ipportant of which were pepper and dyes, and rav s‘ilk.1 Back

to northern and ceniral Furope went the munufactured goods of Italy and the Turkish
Empire, these vroducts of the Mediterranean not availa¥le in the north, such as
sweat wines and Oreek currants, and the criental goods that were Z:t abaorbed

in the Mediterranean itself, To thb esst went probably & considerable amount

of coin, but also Italian and northern iuropean manufactured goods.
The distribution of northern and centrsl Luropean goods in tle Mediterranean
and of oriental poods in northern and central Zurcpe had been one of the major

features of the coxpercisl development of Venice and Oencs in the middle ages.

1« JGeattered information in various archives is now giving historians a
much better idea of the effects of the Iortuguese exploitation of the
sea routes to the east. It now seems clear thut after an initial period
wvhen the spices and other ematern goods carried by the ortuguese
dominated the Dwropean market, by about 1530 the routes ¥ia the lewant
were sgain giving serious competition and by 1550 were responsible for

as high a ppoportion of oriental goods imported inte _urope ss the ocean
rouha. ¥, Braudel, la esssy Opecit, pp.ﬁal-j; Re Gomeon,
‘Un sidcle du commerce pices a Lyoh. fin XVe -~ fin ¥ VIe sidcles',
innales, xv (1060), 638-66; F.C.lane, 'The Fediterranean Spice Trade',
S toricsl Mﬂ. xlv (1940); V.Magalhaesa-Godinho, 'Le ropli

en e la route du Cap 14%96-1553', omma 2
rébvre, ii (Fauris, 1953), 291-3003 He Van der Vee, The G
Antwerp Market and the Suropean ‘eomomy (The Hague, 1963), v 153-7.
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while this activity was not destroyed as suddenly as was once thought by

the Portuguese discovery of the all-sea route to India, the sixteenth
century was much change in this branch of commerce. CGenoa, continuing

a trend seen in operation in the fifteenth century,1 switched her activities
increasingly from the eastern to the western Mediterranean, although she
retained a foothold in the east in the busy entrepot of Chios. Venice found
her position as intermediary between east and west challenged strongly by
Antwerp. The relative attractions of the two cities varied over time and
were certainly not always in Antwerp's favour, but overall the development
of the northern entrepot cut off much of the potential trade that Venice
copld expect to handle. This is made very clear by Van der Vee who, in

his study of the growth of the Antwerp market, shows the success of the
north in drawing away from the Mediterranean much of the German and Hungarian
copper and silver as well as of the oriental goods which had been previously
distributed from Vonico.z To spices and metals should be added the third
element in Antwerp's significance as a sixteenth century entrepot -~ the
rapid expansion of “nglish and Flemish cloth exports distributed through
Antwerp to central Zurope, Italy and the Levant. During the first half of
the century this important trade tended to be carried to its Mediterranean
markets more and more by land rather than by either Venetian galleys or
English and Genoese ships.3 Antwerp thus acted as an alternative entrepot
in just those products which had once formed the most profitable part of
Venetian commerce, During the first half of the sixteenth century, for

reasons that often had little to do with Antwerp, Venice was overall the loser

1. J.Heers, Genes au XVe sidcle (Paris, 1961), pp« 49

2. Van der Wee, op.€it, 1ii, 12430, 153-7; iii, 6_6-67.

3, W.Brulez, 'L'exportation des Pays-Bas vers 1'Italie par voie de terre au
milieu du XVIe siecle', Annales, xiv (19%9), pp.461-2; D.Gioffra,

'T1 commercio d'importazione genovese alla luce dei registri del dazio,
1495-1537', Studi in onore di A. thfani§ v (Milan, 1922), 120-9.

——
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in this contest. rartly as a result of this, Venice also lost her
grip on other parts of her trade. OShe was increasingly challenged in
Alexandria by othe: distributors of eastern goods such as the Ragusans,
Jews and merchants of Narsoillu1 and also found herself, as will be seen
in this thesis, bypaseed by a considerable proportion of the goods sent
overland from intwerp to be distributed in Italy and the Levant.”

The movement of these various commodities which made up most of the
trade of the Mediterranean region was carried out in a number of ways. MNost
of the trade in provisions and other essential goods was carried by water,
land transport being in most cases prohibitive by expense after more than a
fow miless The local trade which provided for the bulk of the deficit areas'
needs was carried mainly in small boa@u belonging either to the central city
or to the srall ports from which the goods cam«3 In the long distance
provisions trade there was some specialization., Very important in this
trade were the fleets of Venice, Ragusa and Genoa.l’ whilst the firast carried
goods mainly for herself and the remnants of her raritime empire, Ragusa and
Genoa and their satellites were general carriers of bulk goods throughout
the Mediterranean. But probably more important than this specialization
was in fact the lack of domination of the long distance trades by anyone.
Politically the towns which had controlled the sea routes during the middle
ages had lost the gawe, and the period under consideration is one where what
is most striking is the very catholic origin of Mediterranean ahippiﬂsos

Under the vague protection of empires and no longer threatened by the

1. Gascon, opecit, PPeB45=9; N, Mirkovich, 'Ragusa and the ortuguese Spice
Trade', Slavonic and East Buropean Review (1943)

2. See below p.@R ST
3. Ce w’ op.cit. pp-9°-92' Je H‘m. onﬂit' po282.

4, For Venice and Ragusa see M. iymard, opecit, pp.55-70; also in this context
see below pp.@Rpdal. 54,137

Se F. Braudel], La Méditerranf@.,, op.cit, pp.256-8, 339.
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mercantilist ambitions of the great trading cities, scores of ports were
able to fit cut general carriers whose operation was affected by little of
the tiresome regulation which must have made the former power of Venice
80 hard to bear. The very conditions which allowed the spread of piracy
in the Mediterranean also enabled the carriers from the smaller ports to
maltiply in a period of comparative freedom between the domination of
Venice and Genoa and the domination of the English and Dutch.

However, although the earriage of sgricultural ;oods was almost entirely
by water, ii is “ to look at Mediterranean trade during this verioed
frﬁ GM ﬁl‘ of view of sea routes alo: ne. In the case of manufactured
Mﬁ'ﬁ long hauls by land were fur from uncommen und in point of fact

were considerably incressing their importance in the course of this ;:eriod.“

Land transport is one aspect of pre-industrial economies that is particularly
hard to assess but it seems quite likely that it haas hoen seriously undere
ecatimated. Most of the raw materials that entersd into trade were fairly
bulky, with the exception of raw silk and dyes, and were therefore usually
carried by watery, but thoy could often bear the expense of land transport
for a significant part of their Journey. Iven agrigultural yoods had to
bear the cost of land transport for at least part of the way -- at the very
M M had to get to the ports, but in auny emergency they might well
m a lm way by 1and.®  4e far as ssnufactured goods wers concrrned,
wt““’%ﬂﬂmtﬁtm“ttabu\r the costs of land or sea
transport M’ Some of the factors slready mentioned such as

-

17,3
T unn».m'd.u'hdw i.apluivﬁ-bon‘

e (F 3 b dlscusses the Froblems and
: -ﬁngmwhndwaufmmmrdxotmcm

h lla.*.
3o ¥or a discussion of compatative costs see below pp.egg Tl 131-2, 1647
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the growth of territorial units under one ruler snd the development of
piragy were causing merchants to re-route their geodes in any case. HNot
only were rarine insurance rates high,1 but there was a positive attraction

in sending goods through territories ruled effectively by one ruler.

Any attempt to estimate the level of trade in the Mediterranesn region
and changes in that level during the period under review must be extremely
apeculative. With technical progress in both industry and agriculture
limited, changes in the level of demand would seem to be mainly a function
of pepuhtun' the m of income per cepita and the diatribution of incomes
Population, as we have seen, wns rising. Tnis fact would of course be likely
to affect both the other variables. The level of income per eapita would
also depend partly on uncontrollable factors such ns the weathor but also
on factors such as the degree of utilization of resources with existing
techniques, and the degree of specialization. The effects of a rising
population on the level of income per capita and on the distribution of
income between various categories such ns social classes or food-growers and
food~buyers is extremely difficult to asses. Ultimately one would expect
a Malthusian situation to arrive, where pressure of population on rescurces
would lead to u sub-division of the lands of the poor and an increase of
the lands of the rich, who would benefit, theoretically at leasi, fvom both
m prices and falling weges. In this situation, abssnce of technological
innovation weculd lead almost inevitably to a full in the level of income
per_capita, as has been brillianyly described by lLe Roy ladurie in the
case of the peasants of lLanguedoc who were forced by just such a conmbination
of factors to shift from a wheat and meat dlet to a wheat and rye diet.’
However, even without technological development, rising porulation need not
give iy Eamidtately fo Suoh w oftuation. Xf the original density of

1« 3ee below pp.Nassd, 1¢4-7.
2. &s le Roy Ladurie, Les ‘aysans de Languedoc (raris, 1966), pp.135-328.
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population relative to resources was very low, an increase in populsation
wight well lead to rising marginal returns as a reeult of the possibilities
of increased specinlization and more intensive agriculture. It secems guite
likely that such a situation existed in the Cttoma, Uempire and that the
conming of the Ottomen regime rovided the sort of milieu in which these
posaibilities could be put inte practice., If the figures of Fraudel are
anywhere near accurate the demsity of population must have been very much
lower in the eastern Mediterranean than in the central and western
th»‘ Additional support to this hypothesis is given by the
enarmous export of hides from the Cttomun Empire. &Lxport of hides from
Danubde Empire mighi be a sign of frontier trouble, but export of hides
from a pesceful area where landlords engage very little in agriculture

would seem, a priori, to indicate an arsa of low density population and

high standard of living compared, for instance, with lLanguedoe where snimals
were forced off the land by the expansion of grain cultivation onto extremely
marginal land.

Yhether this hypothesis is correct und increasing population wau combined
with an increase in income per capita in the eastern Mediterransan is
probably something that can never be ascertaineds The first half of the
sixteenth century does however, from several points of view, seex to be a
period when the eastern Mediterranean prospered relative to the west. Whether
this led to an inerease in the level of trade is unfortunstely another fact
virtually impossible to sssess. ‘e have aggregate figures of trade for no
period before the present, and even those are not particularly reliable. A
danger for the economic historian lies in the fact that as he studies periods
closer to his own 80 he has more documents with which to work, thus providing

1o Braudel, La Méditerranfe..,, op.cit, pe349.




the tesptation to argue that more paper means moras trade. liotwithstanding
this, 4t seers to this writer tint the first half of the sixteenth century,
despite its wars, wus a period that saw in many parts of the eastern led-
iterranean an increase in income per capita together with en increase in

- population, and that the combination of these two factors led to an incroase
in the level of trade. Hot till tie last half and especially the last
quarter of the century did deeressing mrginal returns begin to set in as
the balance between resources and populntion was upset.
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CHAPTER TWO

A AND THE MEDITERSANEAN WORLD

Before beginning to examine the paert played by Ancona in the
Voditerransan of the first half of the sixteenth century, some attempt
will be made here to set the city in its geographical, historical =nd

political environment.

Ancona is and was the chief city of the Marche, that part of Italy
that lies to the east of the central &pp«mu-.1 On this side there are
thirteen rivers that draia the waters of the mountains. To the west there
is only one, the Tiber., The thirteen rivers of the Farche run almost
parallel to the north east before discharging their waters into the central
idrintice All have the features of fiumi-torrente, an irregular flow of
water rising to a grest peak with the melting of the smowa, and dwindling to
a2 trickle or nothing in the heat of gummer. None wre navigable for any
distance. Detween the rivers ‘ﬁ'&- the foothills of the Appenines, sach hill
crowned by its fortress or hill-town with scattered hamlets below. (n the
slopes of the kills the vine and the olive ure cultivated whilst grain is
grown wherever possible, but its most usual habitat is in the so-called
plains which really correspond only to the troughs of waves in a landscape
described by a geographer as a sea in mscst.z Tisber is rare in the
lower hills but becoues more sbundant in the Apponine and Sub-ippenine
region. The parallelism of the rivers is disturbed only bty the raas of
lonte Clnero, a geclogical oddity of the region, rising to a height of
1700 feet close to the msea almoat in the cenmtre of the region.

lonte Cénero also forms the omly sericus break in the sandy coastline

1« The tonwl.nc goomunl description of the Harche is daused on B.Ciaffi,

‘O (' e rehe (BOIW 1953)3 GeMerlini, Ancona e i t
Tedogr 9&2) and F.liilone, L' a nell

20 .,:.,'E'ID‘mn (Turin, 1955).
2e Filone, opecits peS71 quoting H.Ricei, m& (m. 1929). Po'b“-
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of the central Adriatic from the mouths of the io to the promontary of
Monte Garauxo. Fallinglin dramatic cliffs to the sea, two spurs of the
mountain, Cuasco and Astagno, lead off to the north-west to form the
natural harbour of Ancona, and together with the bulk of lionge Cnero at
its back protect the harbour from the waves and the worat winds of the

Adriatic.

In the Middle Ages the gooltr’gicul. featuress of Ancona's natural harbour
were nu;nontojd by thﬂv oxtonniqn of the Guasco in a curving moleﬂ’ and the
promim‘ of ng{ehnin across the mouth of the mrbour.‘? Un the iAstagno was
oroct;d tb Gitﬂdcl with fortified walls running to where the cliffs fall
uwo the m to th; south=-e.at of the ci‘t,;)'.3 Well defended from attack by
1@ or éon, protected from all winds except the west, and with a fairly
deep !hchorage,h Ancona thus fulfilled most of the requirements of a

sixteenth century harbour.

To the south, between Ancona and l'escara, lie only what are known as
on-ti-mri;n, ~These are beaches on which small sailing boats and fishing
veasels 4havo ﬁ:rho dragged out of the reaches of the sea, /mong these
gorti-—arinl‘ tho moat 1apcrh§nt were San Benedetto del Tronto, Civitanova
Marche, i'orto Recanati @d Numana. OSan Benedetto, although not a good
anchorage, had some importance in its position close to the mouth of the
Tronto, the border of the kingdom of Raples and the river with the wost

constant flow of all the rivers of the lMarche. GSome twenty miles up the

1« Ge Bevilacqua, 'G].i nilargamnti di Ancdm dalle origini sino a noi' in

da (Ancona, 1C64), p.121. For a description of the port and
its approaches in the mid-fifteont.h century see C.Feroso, Grazioso
Benincasa, marinaro e eargografo inconitano del secolo XV (incona, 1884),
pp.9-10.'
26 Bovﬂ.nequa, opecit. pel22,
3o Idem peSe -

4, The action of the sea on the rock of the Asgagno was a factor causing a pro-
gressive deterioration of the harbour at Ancona. In a report made to Clement
VIIT about the decadence of trade in Ancona, among the reasons offered was
the fact that the port was so full of detritus that loaded ships touched the
bottom and could not moor in shelter. M.Natalucei, Ancona attraverso i
secoli (Citta di Castello, 1960-2), ii, 74-8; ASCA, 2el.
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Tronto lies Ascoli Piceno, now one of the few industrial centres of the
Marche, and in earlier times a powerful fortress commanding the fertile lower
reaches of the river. After the small porta-marina of Grottamare, the next

. port of any significance is Forto San Giorglo serving the hill-town of Fermo,

and after that Civitanova larche at the mouth of the river Chienti.

The valley of the Chienti is one of the most important routes of inland
commnication leading past the hill-towns of Hacerata, Tolentino and Camerino
to a pass over the Appenines giving onto the important crossroacds of Foligmo.
Here a route north and west runs through Assisi and Perugia slong the shores
of lLake Trasimens to Arezzo and the Valdarno, while south lies Spoleto, Terni
and the Tiber Walley. Apart from the pass at the head of the Val di Chienti,
Foligno h connected to two other passes through the Appenines. One of these
is very steep and difficult and comes down to the valley of the Fotenza and
the other, slightly easier, to the valley of the Esino. The latter yvia

Gubbio, Umbertide and Cittd di Castello leads to Arezzo and the Valdarno.

At the mouth of the Potenza is Vorto Recanati, of all the ports of
central Italy south of Ancona the most frequented in early wodern times, through
its connection with the Fair of Ioe-.%d. held for fifteen days every Sopt:cllnx-.‘|
Like the Foirs of hmima in the south and of Foligno, the Fuir of Recanati
was 2 truly internstional oecasion and was particularly important far the
settlement of debt.® Porto Hecamati was no better equipped than the other
ports to the south, and here again it was necessary to drag ashore fishing
bonts, and even the larger boats that had crossed the Adriatic by winch or

strength of arme On the road between the port and the town of Recansti lies

Te He M‘ W (Milu. 19"5). i, 19-20, 1&2-} etc.
2¢ On these fairs see C.lMarciani de ¢ aux foires de lanciano

au_iVlo sidcle (Farls, 1962)."
5« These three fairs, but especially Recanati, appear very frequently as
terminal dates for credit transactions. See below weéries P 120-1.

= it
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Loreto, already a great centre of pilgrimage.

Two small ports between Recanati and Ancona came under the dominion
of Ancona. These were Numana and Sirolo. Numana with some protection from
the cliffs of Monte Cdnero nevertheless has an ahchorage of only three feet,
Sirolo in the next bay han more protection and deeper water but is difficult

to reach by land.

Although the coa#t to the north of Ancona is as sandy and unprotected
as to the south, the mouths of the rivers had been made into what are known
Mwwm.um.dummmmm.andw
mm&ﬂv&m All four ports of this nature were of more
the porti-marina to the south. These, Kimini at the mouth

! m, Pesaro on the Foglia, Fano on the Arzilla and Senigallia
;u ﬁll li.h' were all able to provide some competition to Ancona in medieval
and early modern times when the size of ghips did not make their shallow
hncw such a liability as they are today, when the traffic of Ancoma is
at least m and in some years treble that of all the other ports of the
Marche MM.‘ ~ The best of these ports was Jesaro, the port of the Duchy
rot Urbino, with better amcecess to the towns of the plains to the north than
Ancona and also nearer to Florence and the other textile towns of Tuséany.
¥ano, & vort since Romen times, was rapidly silting up in medieval and
m times halting the trade that was naturally attracted to the city
% OM vu Flaminia reached the sea, The Via Flaminia ran up the
! end connected with the Val Tiberina through Fossombrone,

: ‘ Mm and Ferugia. Senigallia, another city with an
important w. uum della Maddalenma held in mid-July, had flouriched

1e mﬂ, opecit, p.595



in the thirteenth century but by the fourteenth century was beginning

to decline. Ome other port of the central /idriatic should be mentioned,
Falconara. Situated at the mouth of the Lsinc it had an important function
28 an outport of Ancona, despite its lack of proper port facilities. The
Esino flows first through a small but fertile plain, via Tesi. Further
inland it splits into twoi one part goes past Fabriano from which it is
poagsible to join the Val Tiberinm; the other part goes to Fatelica.

Alﬂlon‘h m of the Marche is extremely hilly and broken up -
' i! $he land is classified as hill or mountain - the

_ tods : ‘1\.3! appears to have been extremely productive. Today,
de the area of the Marche is omly 1/30th that of all Ttaly, it produces
‘ "-7 per cent of all grain. It also produces well beyond its needs of wine
and oil, and carries as many cattle and pigs as Tuscony which is tvice as
1ax'ge.‘l In the absence of agricultural statistics for earlier periods one
has to rely on rather impressionistic evidence such as that of the Anconitan

noble, Ferretti, who rhapsodizes on the fertility of his city's territory
despite its un '.’nua :

s+ss che benche il suo ameno fertilissimo territorioc sia

pid presto angusto che altramente, rende nondimeno, bonissimi
vini e in quantitd grande, ottimo clio, frumento di bona fatione,
delicata frutti, saporite carni, grassi formmggi, vuova assai,;
henesta abondanza, tordd starne, sterlscche, e beccafichi ...

or of the Venetiah, Marco Dandolo, travellin; from Macerata to Tclentine
in 1523, who described it as very besutiful country "with little hills

. I 7< ,v!.‘.‘h,‘v“ e T

1o Idem ppe 570-86s

2, FoFerretti, W (Ancona, 1579), pelS.

3e "ess that although its [Ancona's] charming and very fertile territory is
confined rather than otherwise, it yields nevertheless the finest wines in
great quantity, the best oil, high~-grade wheat, tender fruit, delicious

meat, rich cheeses, eggs in great number and an honect abundance of
tlrushes, partridges, skylarks and sparrows sse.'
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covered in corn: that for thirty miles, besides the grain, not even the
smallest stone could be foundy it seems quite impossible to gather, let
alone consume, S0 much corn".1

Howevasr apart from agricultural produce the Marche in medieval and
Renaissance times produced very littles The most famous industry of the whole

area was the paper industry of Fabriano. Paper of Ffabriano, renowned
throughout the Hediterranean, had been produced since the fourtecenth century.a
There was also a small m industry at Ancona. Matelica was known for its
coral‘lu tll m M its soep.
but gw M. was practically nothing except the emsll local handiceaft

v".

3 A few towns had mmall textile industries

: m to all centres, that provided the needs of a small local

» mt- ‘hdd.ng mineral resources, situsted cutside the main lines of
commnication sven though the Adriatic acted as i highway, and surrounded by
other agricultural regions, Romagna, Umbria and the Abruzzi, the Marche can
never have been in former times anymore than it is today a region of great
economic bustle.

This them was the hinterland of Ancoma; rich sgricultural lands poorly
connected, with no great river to provide a collection point for bulky goods.
Ancona itself is cut off from its immediate hinterland even more than the
other ports of the mtul‘muc. Rising behind are the slopes of Monte
Cénero. wmmumm'mmworm isino provides a means
of inland commnication. To the south to reach the valleys of the lMusano
and the m, h;w.ﬁny ¢limb through the village of ‘inoecchic. In
order to Mn at m, uuu had to exploit its port with its protection

Te B mm. w (nm, 1839-63) 2nd. ser.iii, 88,




from wind, sea and man.

Fifteenth and early sixteenth century Ancona was a seni-autonomous
republic under the suzerainty of the Church.! This meank that the city
was able to elect all its own officials.’ Although in theory the financial
administration of the city was also free, in fact the very heavy burden
of her tribute to the Holy See nullified this freedom to a large extent.
The tribute in the form of tallage, census and affitti was paid annually
to the Treasurer of the Camera Apostolica and often amounted during the
fifteenth century to more than half of the total Communal incomes” Pleas
for reduction in this tribute form a recurring theme in the correspondence
of tﬁl_ m with successive Eropee.“ In Judicial matters, too, there was
ﬂ encroachment from the Fapal goverzxmont.5

The Popes took increasing interest in the jroblems of Ancona as the
fifteenth century progressed. On several ocenslons, the thought of Ancoma
becoming a second Otranto caused reductions of tribute to be made for the
purpose of maintaining the city walls and the port.6 However, in spite of
its strategic and commercial importance, the city remained free from the
ambitions for territorial expansion of succeassive Popes until eventually
in 1532 D.lla Barba took possession of the city for Clement VII with hardly
a M HM‘7 From that date until the Zisorgimento the city remained an
integral part of the Tapal State, ‘

1. The ﬂl: mr‘“ tical history of incona is NM.Natalucei, op.cit. (3 vols.).
mmmﬂta‘mshuuuumu fifteenth century see
Peter Fartner, The Papal State under Martin V (1958), especially pp.95 ff.

2¢ Idem pe 179.

3« Re ‘L'amministrazione finanziaria del Comune di Ancona nel sec. XV',
AMSPM, b4th ser. 1(1924), 142-6; Fartner, opecit. p.180.

ks Mo Natalucei, opecits i, 849, 455-6, 470-1, 483, 499,

Se Po Partner, opecits pel79.

6s M. Natalueci, opecit. i, 489, 491,

7+ For a description of this and the events leading up to Ancana's loss of
mmuu. ii, 17-27.
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constantly quarrelling with its immediate neighbours, the communes of
Osimo, Recanati and Iesi. These quarrels rarely amounted to more than
a boundary skirmish. hen they became more, the reason was generally
because of the allies that the belligerent communes felt compelled to
call in.' A more dangerous neighbour was the Malatesta family who at
the height of their power held all the main ports from Rimini to Senigallia,
The Malatesta made three separate attempts to conquer Ancona in the early
fifteenth ccntury.z That all of these were unsuccessful is some indication
of the strength of the city. Ancona in fact seems to have had considerable
diplomatic success during the fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries which
enabled her to retain her independence even though on occasions her contado5
was laid waste and her coffers emptied to buy off inwvaders, notably the
Duke of Urbino in 1517“. Even when 5forza overran the lMarche in 1433,
Ancona was left its free institutions, substituting Sforza for the Church
as stipendiary and guaranteeing him help and aupplies.s Cther adventurers
such as Cesare Borgia im 1502 and Giovanni dalle Bande Nere in 1526, who
considered the capture of the city, never even went as far as attempting

what would clearly have been a costly and difficult vonturo.6

1. The most significant of these boundary skirmishes were in 1463 versus
Tesi (idem, i, 474=5)3 in 1476-78 versus Osimo (i, 486-9) and in 1511-13
versus Iesi (ii, 5-8). ;

2. In 1411 (idem, i, 450), 1414 (i,451), 1419 (4,455).
3. The contado is the surrounding countryside controlled by a city.

b4, Hatalucei, ope.cit, ii 8-12, 3ee Camillo Albertini, Storia d'Ancona
(MS in ASCA), Lib. x, Pteiii, pp.20 f£f. where there is a list of those who
contributed to raise the sum needed to pay off the Duke of Urbino ‘accid
non recasse danni al territorio anconitano's

5. Natalucci, opecit, i, 459-60,

6+ Marino Saruto, Diarii (Venice, 1880-98), iv, 257, '©1 ducha Valentino
cerchava di haver Anconma, terra di la Chiesiaj; et intisi, quella si volse
pid tosto dar a' venitiani; ma nostri nom 1i volseno, per non tuor le
terre di la Chiesia'; FPierre Cauthiez, Jean des Bandes loires,
1498-1526, (Paris, 1901), pp.285-8,
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Ancona's relations with Venice are of the greatest importance in
the history of the port. The eighteenth century historian, Capmany,
discussing the origin and progress of maritime commerce in his history of
Barcelona, considers Ancona as the third great maritime republic to arise
after Venice and Amlﬁ.1 Although he gives no evidence for this statement,
Ancona like the other trading cities took a part in the Crusades and
gained commercial privileges in the Levant.” It is clear that in the
twelfth century the city was capable of defying Venice. A treaty of 1152
between the two cities after a period of war shows reciprocal promises but
no presumption of pre-eminence on either es.do.3 Ancona was then the centre
of opyosition and resistance to Venice who by this period had maritime control
of the Adriatic north of Ancona and Ragusa. Uneasy relations broke into
open war on occasions for a century after this treaty until finally in 1264
Ancona submitted, and concluded a humiliating commercial treaty. Through
all this period, Venice had been in treaty relationships with most of Ancona's
petty rivals in the Marche - Osimo, Recannti, Castelfidardo, Cingoli, Rimini,

Feno, Senigaglia and Ferno.“

The treaty of 1264, made in the first place for five yesrs, has similarities
with othere made with Ferrara and Ragusa, which ensured the domination of
VYenice in the Adriatic and the supply of agricultural goods to the Venetian
market. Although Ancona was allowed to trade fairly freely with the opposite

shore of the Adriatic and with Apulia, there were restrictions on her trade

1e Ae de Capmany, ht&imsobmhmrim comercio v artes de la
an Ciudad s 4 vols. ' y Vol.i, Ft.id,

2. W, Heyd, Eistoire du comserce du Levant (Leipzig, 1885-6), i, 157, 318, 346.
3e Qo Luuttﬂ, I pi‘ aatlcbi trattati tra Venezia e le cittd Marchigiane',
11¢) shivio X 1 i

xihpgos).l M) a.cm_}.5 La repubblica di Ven-

ke to, op-cfgo PPe S-42.




in cotton and salt and also it was necessary for aincona's trade in
agricultural produce to the northern Adriatic to go through Venice.
Ancona was allowed to maintain its own commerce with the Levant but was
not to import or export the goods of foreigners from the levant, Durazzo
or the northern shores of the Adr:l.ntic.1 As will be seen later, the
implementation of this clause would handicap the most important function
of incona, as a transit port for Tuscan and Lombard goods going eaat

either by sea or yia the Balkan ports and overland.

To what extent this treaty was maintained lack of records at incona
make it impossible to say, but further attempts by Ancona at naval
resistance we.e t.xmlm:c:omtul‘2 and the establishment of a permanent
Venetian squadron to police the waters of the Adriatic must have considerably
curtailed the possibilities of c:«um::-ahnxm.3 References to Venetian
control during the next two centuries indicate that incona remained
subordinate to Vonicc? and although incona kept consuls in Constantinople
up to its tnusand obviously did some trade in the east, it scems fairly
certain that her independence as a maritime power was severely 1imited.6
During the fifteenth century, Ancona was connedted diplomaticelly as
such with Venice as with the Fopes, and in 1445-46 was part of the
League in which Sforza, Venice and Florence joined forces against the

mmmw."

1. The text of the 1264 treaty is in O. Luzzatto, op.cit, ppe(v-Te.
Ze Re Mg opecit, Po?“"
%o Idem ppe 81, 93=95.

t;.m-mmu-mn.m«ln I libri Comme Lduar publi
; g 8 vols ( i i, 1
e 4

%#o S1599). 5198, 258, 2613, .7.*
Se He noel, op.e:l.to 1."069 See alno G.Garib&di. w(ﬁncm.lﬂ?g)
6e G.!bnolh. 5ul comrcio dclh cittd adriatiche nel Medio Zvo', Hivista

0! di Scienze Sociali, 1vi (1911),pp.296-303; A.Battistella,

Tl dominio del G Hovo Archivio Veneto, n.s.xxxv (1919),ppe9=29.
7 RcP”dﬁlug op.oit. 1"
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fven after Ancona had rade peace with he Fope in July 1’1#61. she
remained a member of the Veneto - Florentine laague.a Anconaz retained
good relations with both the Medici and the Republic of Florence who
were interested in the possibilities of Ancona as an outle: to the ‘w.s!:5
and a commercial treaty of 1499 granted the Florentines reduced custons

duties in the port, particularly for the transit tmdo.l*

With the cities of the other side of the Adriatic, Ancons maintained
close relations and commercial treaties established mutual low taxes
and other MMMo’ Relations were particularly close with Ragusa,
who after ﬂl end of Venetian domination in 1355 began to emerge as a
M independent mritine republic under the W suzerainty of
m and after 1460 as a tributary of the ’I\;rk.e From the few records
that remain in Ancona for the early fifteenth century, it is clear that
relations between the two cities formed a very important part in the

commercial life of both of them.

1s Idem, iv, 298.

2¢ Idem, iv, 2993 see also v, 203,210, 219, 236, 2913 vi, 10, 41 for further
associantions with Venice in the fifteenth century.

Se

e

D ‘naum hfoudmttcmcnicnuyinv.mc«, L torica
b onalium (Warsaw, 1874), Tomei, vol.ij troa
250) ¢ 9%- ty with Zars, 1288); 110-111 bl with Trau,
‘ (m with Ragusa, 1372); 119=23 (renewal of concord
tdth m;‘ th”’o’h n&; é,ﬂ‘rﬁn rmih i%g;{auf;}.g (;;ﬁium
agreements Ragusa, 1500, 1501, s ' ' 1) WZ
(mm nth Mthn. Wca). su noo c.clanrim 4 '

treatics.
6 ?ur a hrut M of the pouticd dlvelopmt of ‘lagt‘.;a see B.Krekic,




There is little detailed information on the commerce of incona
prior to the pericd that is the subject of this stud;r.1 Spheres of
interest can be established to a certain extent from the signatories of
co-orci{ll treaties and the liats of goods in these treaties give some idea
of the nature of the trade. But such sources give no indication of the
quantity of trade, or of the relative importance of the various goods and

routes. lo information can be found on business methods or personnel.

The only comparative study of an earlier period that is of much help in an

aspessmont of the position of Ancona is Krekié's wvork on the trade of

Nagusa with the Levant up to 1'*60.2 But even this, being a selection of

documents relating to eastern trade, mentions Arcons only incidentally amd

does not enable one to form an accurate opinion of the importance of

Ancoma in the Aagusan economy. The cities of the Mediterranesn of which

more comprehensive studies have been made, such as Genoa and L’m-celm.5

did not, in the fiftesnth century at least, fall within the orbit of

Anconitan trade to any great extemt, although Bercelona did madintain
consuls in the dﬁ’o“

By the major struggles of the late fifteenth and enrly sixteenth

centuries that have been mentioned earlier, Ancona was surprisingly little

Te

Le
Je
4.

‘The most m!’tﬂ. m are references to Ancona in collections of

ther pnrpeu- 800 v.lhlmom, op.city

: : g3 ereine This list
dmutwuhmu. Atwrntbronm to Anconitan trade and
nh:lpyug can be found in most of the collections of Venetian and Genoese
notarial documents relating to the eastern Mediterranean,

mu&' cy.“t“ ‘ " .
J. Heers, ope.city Om. opecite

A de Capmany, opecit, vol.i, pt.ii, 110, See also 14 “GA 13 ¢llév for an
intereating document relating to the appointment by wome Barcelonese mer-
chants in Ancona of & new consul, the son of the former consul who had
recently died (€ Cet. 1484). For the key to abbreviations of references
to original material in the footnotes see Bibliography ppe 222-228%.

A N.Jorﬁa,or.ﬁb; B Krekic Jop b R.fredetls ,op &t ;
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affecteds The great contest between Valois and Hapsburg, which

according to Barbagallo laid waste great stretches of Italy.1 left

hardly a ripple in Ancona. The most that Ancona was called on to do

was to provide provisions on occasion for an army in transit, such as

that of lautrec in 1528.° The only part of the entire fighting of the
first half of the sixteenth century that had much effect directly on
Ancona was the War of the Duchy of Urkino in 1516-7.” Similarly, though
Ancona was called on occasionally to supply a certain number of galleys

&

for the Papal fleet, the city was very little affected by the maritime
struggles between Turks and Christisns. Ancona maintained very good
relations in fact with the Turks throughout the period." As the seventeenth
century historian, saracini, put iti-~

Ii Turehi «.s habitavano in essa Cittd senza aleun
dubbio, andando, stando, tornando nella medesima, con
rid sicurezza, che non facevano nelli loro Paesi «...

That it was a sensible policy for Ancona to treat the Turks in this way =

1.
2

3
by

6

Ce Barbagallo, op.cit. xoxxiv (1950), 401-11,

Ms Natalucei, opecit, ii, 16-17' ¥. Sanuto, op.cit. xiv, 12‘&-5.280

for Spanish troops in Ancona in 1512,

S.Q .bm p.soo

M. Natalucci, op.cit, ii, #(1509); M.Sanuto, op.cit, “R s 690 (1499);
1,

iid, 1519 (1501); iv, 252 (1502)3 v, 12 (1503)3 =xiii, 396 (1516)
0K, 17¢ (lm)o
saracini, op.cit, pe362. See also V.Makuscev, opscit, pp.178-92;

M. Ratalueei, opecit, ii, 13“-9‘ Me.Sanuto, ope.cit, vs 27 (1503),

‘The Turks lived in the city without fear, going, staying and returning
to the sawe in greater safety than they enjoyed in their own lands'.
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will be seen when the commerce of the period under discuseion is
described. There appoira to have been no change in this poliecy when
the direct rule of the Holy See began. The prosperity of the most

; ﬁp&tant Papal port in the Adriatic was clearly more significant than
any lip-service to the idea of non-communion with the Infidel.

As far as relations with Venice are concerned in the seried studied,
it is clear thaf by;t.k:o o&rlj'aixtnnth céntury at least, the rrovisions
of the tn.ty of 1264 had become a dead letter. Venice's losses apainst
the Turk in the War of 1499 = 1502 and her further humiliations at the
hands of tb Boi: Lugm in 1509-11 had destroyed the lerend of Venetian
M:tm and igso facto her pretensions to the control of the
Adriatic. Under the terms of the Julian capitulation of 1511, Venice was
forood to agree that the harchants. ships and goods of Ancona and other
ports of the Adriatic should have liberty of movement. Although Venetian
lawyers in 1515 d.onicdﬂnri;ht of the Doge to obligate the State in
contradiction of his electoral oath, and slthough the Julian capitulation
was denied at the Conventions of Bruasels (1513), Angers (1518), Vorms
(1521) and Venice (1523), clauses regulating the commercial relations
between states were introduced which were very similar to those in the
Julian capituhticn.1 In any case the emphasis placed by Venice on the
de iure recognition of what had once been the de facto domination of the
sdriatic indicates the weakness of Venice during the first half of the
sixteenth century. Decpite occasional clashes,” there is little ovidence
thst Venice was able to dé much to stop the expansion of Anconitan commerce
during this periocd, or that of the other rising ports of the area such as
Ragusa, Ferrara and Trieste.’

1 Rom' op-cit' p’.l‘m‘ A.kttiatclh, @o@it. ppo}l-'l"lo
2. Me.Sanuto, opecit, v, 363, 976, 1058; ix, 503; x, 6025 xevii, 127.

3« For the development of Ragusa in the sixteenth century see J.Tadfc,
'Le port de Raguse et sa flotte au XVIe sidcle' in M.Mollat (ed.),
? ﬁm g& é % M% du Moyen-ige au XVIIle sidcle (raris,
s PPe ttle has yet one on the fortunes of Trieste and
Ferrara, though it.lwnld\nchlrfronthia study that both these ports

m also expanding in response to similar factors to those operating in
ONAe
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From this outline of the changes in the framework in which
Ancona had to operate, it can be seen that there was little to
hinder the expansion of incona as a port if circumstances should
develop that made such an expamsion desirable. Situsted in the central
Adriatic with the best natural harbour between Venice and the ports of
Apulia, and with difficult but not impossible communications with the
cities of central and northern Italy, any change in the routes taken
to the east from sea to land, and any internal developments in the
Turkish Xmpire which led to an increase in demand were likely to have
repercussions on Ancona., Little affected by the Italian Wars, little
hampered by the Venetian navy and in the latter part of the reriod with
the support of an expanding Papal State behind her, it will be seen
how this combination of circumstances led to the development of Ancoma
to what was by the widdle of the sixteenth century, in relative terms,
the most prosperous period of the eity's history.
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CHAFTER THREE

SOURCES
L

There arc two archives in Ancona with material for the fifteenth
and sixteenth century. These are the Archivio Storico Gomunale.1 which
has been used by those historians who have previously shown an interest in
the citya. and the Archivio di stato which, for this period, has hitherto

been practiczlly untouched.

The irchivio Storico Commale, as noted by Delumeau,” has not much
to offer the commercial historian. Apart from Statutes, communal decroes
and other official pronouncements and correspondence which help to give
some background to information found elsewhere, the wost useful source to
be found in this archive are the surviving books of the depositario
Mﬂ- This official supervised most of the collection and disbursement
of the Commune's revenue, both before and after the loss of self-government
in 1532.”7 In his books were recorded all those classes of income and

1e The most recent catalogue of the archive is C.Angelini iota, ﬁfh&g

W (Ancona, 1956). References to mate consul ted
will relate to the numbering in this catalogue.

2e¢ Lconomic and social historians collecting material for stndiss of other
cities have occasionally visited Ancona but have been dissppointed in the
contents of this archive. .Goo M. Fopovie-Radenkovie, 'la penetracione dei
nercantd Pratbei & Dubrownik ( ? nella prima metd del AV secolo', ASI,
CXVII (1959), p.505, 523 Je Delumeau, Vie omi -

" dans seconde moitie du e ni&ch (Paris, M. M
IVe Imﬂ. 1962)' 90101. discusaion between
Fe BEra » Delumeau.

3e Je Delumeau, locecit,
he ASCA, 59, 61, 62, 66, 68, 115, 116, 117, 118, 121, 431,

Se For financial administration see R. Roia, 'L'amministrazione finanziaria
del Comune di Ancona nel sec. XV', AMSEM, bth. ser, 1 (1924), pp.141-246,




expenditure for which he was responsibles Amongst these the most
important for the purposes of this study were the records of customs'
receipts.

;ilthough it is tempting, in the altsence of anything else, to use
these receipts as a quantitative estimate of changes in the commerce of
the port, there are considerable problems to be faced. First, in the
period of over seventy years with which this study deals, only a total
of five years is represented in the surviving books.' Secondly, not all
mmtmmwmmwcu&m' paymonts recorded in
these m Some goods such as grain imported were exempt from tax, and
mAwmmmucordedas entering the port in the books
of the customs o!ﬁcm.z no payments on grain imports were recorded in
the boolts of the depositario. GSome other taxes such as those on imported
ﬂt, wine, hay and firewood and the head tax on pilgrims went not to
the communal authorities, but to a special body that administorod_ the
port sl e MAIasE.> | Netaihaliin b slanseu of geol that M4 pay
‘& tax recorded in the books of the depositario generale remained
substantially the spme throughout the period, so that the problem of
the omission of‘mm from the record may not be all that serious
for the analysis tha® will be applied to these books in this thesis.

~ Far more important,in am attempt to assess the relevance of the
figures that can be obtained from this source, is the problem of
ascertaining what was happening to the level of duty at which the taxes
were collecteds Only scattered evidence on this can be extracted from

the available meterial, but it seems quite clear that the level of duty

1¢ FeboJuly 1470, 1481; March-July 1493, 1498; Feb.-July 1502, 1509, 1517
1518, 1527; May 1541-Jan. 1542, 2 gt oo

2. ASCA 507, entries 205, 267, 280 and 297 in particular.

3. Roia, Opecite ppe 2367, lNone of the books relating to the
administration of the port survive.
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showed a tendency to fall throughout the period. No instance has been
found of the duties being raised. On the other hand, the genersl level
was reduced in 1510 and again in the 1540s, bringing the general aod
valorem level of duty down from 6 per cent for goods imported from

outside the Adriatic and 2 per cent for goods imported from within, to

2% per cent and 1 per cent nspoctinly.1 In sddition, many of the most
illpcl'tsnt goods such as cloth, nw silk and camlets paid specific duties
which were the .ﬁmd concessions to toreigner-s, beginning in 1499-1500
o n“m and w. and later extonded tu Jienese, lucchesi and
lll h#&nﬁ of the Turk.® In view of these probleme, it would be

3“ pﬂt too much faith in the story that these figures tell. The
i "ﬁ that can be expected from them ic some idea of the order of mu situde
of changes in the commerce of the port. lHowever, aven if the total figures

are suspect, some advantage can be had from a breakdown of the totals.

The way in which the income from the customs was recorded waried
according to the individual responsible. One fsctor common to all entries,
howevar, was the name of the merchant making poyment =znd the amount paid.
From an snalysis of these entries, it is possible to establish who were the
losdding figures in tho tttdl of the port and this hns been very useful as
& check on information gained from other sources. !lormally name snd amount
pnﬂ wn m tht was recorded, reference heing made to the page of the

i Yl

r iml of m in the fifteenth century was G per cent ad

3 imported frowm outside the idriatic and 2} yer cent

: «Clavarini, op.cit. p.l08-10. This had fullen to 2} per
cent and 2 MQMmu\m’ by 1510. ABCA, 47, cc.74-5 end to 2§ per
cent and ‘mm‘"m, ABCA, 222, cc. 1=24,

2. V. Makuscsw, M‘o PPel2i=3C, 133-5 concessions to Fugusans; ppel78=8C
cmum to merchants of Janina, Arta and Velona; pp.l180-5 concesaions
to Levantine subjects of the Turk. ASCA, 47, ec 22-4, 46 conceseions
to Florentines; €50 to lucchesi.

”
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customs' officers register where the original entry had been made.
Sometimes wore detail was given as “per parte de in sua de cottoni sodi

et tilati. tapredi et pelle montonine et cordovani".1 Very occasionally
Ntﬁeiant detail . was given to emable the mctusl rate paid to be culculated

ag psr in sua de panni balle 18 ecargho in la nave de fiorio de raghusa".
However, in ncne of the surviving libri de depositario is there sufficient

material to enable a detailed breakdown of the goods entering and leaving
the port to be mede. All that one can tell from the scattered references
is that M M were uhﬂnc into the trade of the port. This limited

The 1481 book han n much greater nusber
of m ” goods than most of the hooks and hus been extrerely helpful
,_:Ll m trade around that d&te} The books of the depositsrio have

~ also been useful in demonstrating the importance of the transit trade in
cloth. Jince cloth in transit did not change hands in ‘ncona, there are

few references to this trade in the notaries' contracts which refer masinly
to uln.l' but scattersd references in the depositary's books confirm the
significance of th'.ll.mdc. which is 1llustrated best by the account-books
of Mlorentine merchants,”

0f the customs officers' registers from which the entries in the
libri de depositario were made up, there is only ome surviving exsmple.
Tais is the WW&M which covers the jeriod

21 W m - 31 August 1551. This document covers incoming shipping for
a mmmmm tm-muu:nd provides the only inforumtion that

Anconas m&uma‘u imports, gives no figures for tonnage or other

1 mg Q. QIO”O : L 2+ Ibid cTlv.
3 Hee hd.ov PPhe “ ~13.

4. For a discussion of the different types of contract registered before
the notaries ses below pp. 46-57

Se Mtbt_nmbdw PPe1-5%. 64 ASCA, 507,
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meagurement of the ship's capacity, rarely gives the owner or the
nationality of the 5h1p1 and mentions the port where ite current load

was taken on in only 24 per cent of thé entries.” Furtherwore, despite
the great number of entries for such a short ;ericd,‘; there is good

reason to believe that even this document does not record the entry of

@ll the ships or boats that came into the port. This hypothesis is bused
on the fact that of the 80 entries for the month of August, of which only
eight do not give the provenance of the ship, there is not a single
reference to boats from the two immediately neighbouring ports of ralconara
and Sirclo. In view of the geography of the region, this would seem to
imply that boats coming from these ports were not registered. lowever,
despite tliese shortcomings, the Cartolare records the name and type of ship,
its master, its cargo and the merchant to whom it was consigned, as well es
the customs payment mmde and so provides much more informstion than can be

pained elsewhere of the structure and nature of Ancona's commerce.

Apart from what has been discussed above, there is very little in the
Archivio Storico Commale that is of use to the historian of this period,
and it is in the Archivio di Btato that the bulk of the research for this
study has been done. The only documents existing in this archive for the
poriod before 1550 are the Fondo Hotarile. Nere are the surviving volumes

1. Most of the entries give only the pstrone (master) of the ship.

2+ The description 'ecartolaro della barca de Francesco Cenaro venuta da
Ferrara esss' clearly shows the provensnce of the ship, whilst the descrip-
tion 'eartolaro dells barca de Francesco Doiro da Ferrars....' is
ambiguous. The phrase 'da Ferrara' could be part of the surname of the cwner
or patrone. Despite the fact that the yrovenance is often fairly obvious
from nature of the cargo, this figure of 24 per cent includes only
those entries that incorporate the words 'venuta' or ‘caricol.

3, 321 entries in a period of jJust over three months.
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of contracts registered before the notaries of »'mcom-.1 Tha contracts
are copied into books and are not loose, ss is often the case elsewhere,
which makes them much easier to m..a In addition muny of the later
volumes have an index giving the firct names of the parties and the type
of contract. The contracts that are in these volumes are in fact
drafts and the volumes are vhat are known elsewhero as chartularies.”
If for some reason the purty to a contract wanted more formal evidence
for the existence of the contract, a parchment could be extracted by the

notary from the record in his volume.

The usual form of the contract was first a heading giving the type
of mﬁmﬁ uul the nawes of the parties. Then followed the date nd
place where the contrace was mde, and the names of the uitne:‘;ues.". Then
followed the meat of the contract worded in accordance with the correct
legal formulse for that kind of contract. Finally there ‘&f&e always &
nusber of clauses defining the procedures and penalties to be followed in
cose of non-fulfillmwent of the contract or other contingencies, and also
clauses, normally heavily abdbreviated, revocating privileges and rrovisions
of other bodies of law, such as Roman or ecclesiastical, which might

1¢ A list of the notaries whose volumes survive in the Archivio di .itato at
Apcona c¢an be found in G. Giuliani, 'I fondi dell 'Archivio di Stata di

sacona'y mmmw- xvii (1957), pp. 57-6E.

(Fardis, 1961), p.% and R.loehaerd and
reiales entre Gfnes, la f%elua et

24

7 »_,;," ‘ er descriptions o enocse BOLSrie) docmtn of the
fifteenth mm as loose upore mt.hcru& together in bundles or filwe.
The ﬂﬁﬁﬂ. m w at Zara and Ferrara were also loose.

p_the Narly tensissance (Yew Haven, 1958), ppe2-11
‘ ; he notarial charty s As at Uisa, to cancel an obe
ngnuu W in &n entry, the motary would write in the sargin the fact,
the date, witnesses and circumstsnces of cancellation.
he hs a typical example of the beginning of a notarial contract in the archives
ot Ancona see 1 ASA 1=2 ¢62r - 'Locatio bovum et terrarum ludovici naseioni
de Sarnano die vigessime mensis decesbris [1483] actun sncone in bancha mei
notarii infrascripti posita in parrochia sancti nicolai iuxta res episcopatus
ancone res Jer Anton Johannis magistrd Jacobi vies pubblicss e alia latere
presentibus petro cicchoni de varanc et francisco liberii de camborano
testibus ad hec vocatis habitis et rogatis:
Ludovico m de Sarnanc....' (text of contract follows).




4y,

interfere with the execution of the contr&ct.1 For the notarisl

contract was iteelf law within its limited sphere.”

Contrary to the expsrience of other citios.3 the notarial contracts

at incona are still in the period studied of the grentest interest to the

commercial historien. why this should be, when in other cities the notarinl

contract as a source is becoming of limited wvalue as early as the fourteenth

century, is difficult to say. Certainly the contracts at Ancona ore much

richer than those of the other collections exemined for this study, though

they clearly only cover a very small fraction of all commercisl transactione

that occurred in the city. By this stage in the development of commercial

institutions, it was no longer essential to register a contract before the

notaries to provide evidence in the event of future litigation. IToperly

4
kept commercial books were acceptable at lav.‘ For this renzon it remins

somewhat of a mystery why there should still st this late date be so many

contracts relating to fairly straightforward mutters such as the sale of

goods on credit.

In view of the considerable bulk of the notaries' volumes at /ncona

1.

e

A typical example of such abbreviated clasuses following the main text of

the contract is ‘'renuntiantes dictas pertes etc. que omnia et singula etc.

que bona etce in quibus bonis etc.' Jor definitions, bibliography snd
significance of these and other notarial formulae see i. de Bouard,

L'a vé (1948), vol. ii of Manuel de lomntigue frangeise et
(Paris, 1929-48); Gino Masi, ﬁim nfimn%un Artis
tilan, 1943), ppe vii-lxiiis Jacobus Butrigsrius, 'De
renunciationibus' in &W lyons, 1537-8;
Venm. 1588); A. Borgor, yclopa ctionary of Homan Law',
I 10n, 3 A7) G5O 5 nese x1iii (G hihdolphia.]ss;);
d Business in the Twelfth and

Thirtmth cmm.-' Essaye in :ionor o Augtin Fe tvans (New York, 1955),
PPe2UP=226.

De Herlihy, opecit, p.l6. 3. Idn .lgs'mhurd & Kerremans,
' -

Doehaerd and w, op.clt. pp.v:l.uutx; Aesfmpori, ‘saggio sulle fontit

in Studi @i stord ononica medi » (Florence, 1947), ppe?7-9; 4uCa, 89,

Cons ‘agm ce Civita Ancone (incona, 1513%)
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some method of sampling was necessary. Wwhat bas been done is to exanine

all notaries' volumes that survive im the calendar years in which there are
libri de depositario :3\:::«#531::5.1 This enables some cross check between the
information provided by thoo‘ two basic sourcess In addition all the notories'
volumes for the period 1479-3% have been examined to provide a base from which
to observe sth changes, Also it was found that there was a certain
amount of specialization amongsut the notaries and all the volumes of a few
notaries whose contruts were particularly rich in information on maritime and
comzercisl affairs Mhﬁ md.z The evidence of the notaries' contracts
has had to be tx'l‘hﬂ mainly in a deseriptive manner as there is no reason to
pmm*ﬁt centracts that survive constitute an acceptable random sample.
mmun @id not record every commercial transaction nor do all the original
notaries' books survive.

The kind of contract that was registered by the notaries covered
praétically all kinds of contractusl behaviour ineluding many such as wills,
dowries and service contracts that bave been little used in this study. The
types of contract that have been used fall into four main groups though there
is a certain amomt of overlapping between these groups. These are contracts
concerned with production in Ancona and its contadoj those dealing with the
exchange of goods and the activity of merchants; those dealing with the transport

1. Ixcept 1#70. 1&93, 1498 which were poorly represented in the surviving
notaries' books. The year 1551 in which the cuztoms' register mentioned zbove
has survived has also been studied.

2. Cresci, Stracca, leoni, Giustiniani. See Bibliography pre 222- -224
for a complete list of the notaries used in this study,

3¢ There iz no full list of noturies active during this period. That there were
cm&n&ynh“ﬁmﬁmnlummuwmvumrrua
document of 1480, This was by eight notardies. Only five notaries'
volumes survive for the year 1480, of which only three appear as signatories
in this document. 12 ASA 1 8,




of goods to and from Ancona and finally those contracts relating to

litigution resulting from non-fulfilment of other contracts or some other
contingency.

Nearly all the contracts relating to prodﬁction are concerned with
agriculture. There are very few industrial contracts. FPFartly this reflects
the small part that industry played in Anconitan life but also it is probably
a result of the fact that the productive part of industry as opposed to the
commercial would be mors likely to be recorded in private documents rather
than notarial contracts. Although the organization of agriculture remains
largely outside the scope of this study, some conasideration has been given to
it, especially in the five-year period used as a bise. Mos: of the agricultural
contracts that were recorded - and in the books of some notaries they rrovide
a majority of all contracts - are tenancy agreements. These agreements were
of two main types, the locatio ad coptimum in which payment was made by a rent
in kind, and the locatio ad laboritum or ad soccitam which was a mezzadria
contract. The latter was also on occ:sion termed a societas. W“hether any of
the land was worked by the owmers of the land themselves cannot be determined
from the notarial contracts. The contracts relate to all the main branches
of agriculture practised in the contado of Ancona, arable (terra campiva)
rasture (terra pragiwm), viticulture (terra vineata) and olive culture
(terra oliveata) as well as to the leasing of stock and draught animals.

The locationes ad coptimum are fairly straightforward and provide for a
tenancy of one year or a period of years and the payment of the coptimum
normally in so much gnin by the end of August. NMost of these contracts have
to do with the leasing of arable land or of draught animals (locatio bovum).
The various forms of mezzadria contract have a wider range of use and can be
found in all branches of agriculture, They bear a striking resomblance to

1
the gommenda or gocietas contract used for many commercial purposes, in that

Ts  See below p. 49
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the capitalist, in this case the landlord) Provided land, stock and
usually seed vhilast the working partner provided hies lalour and =t the end

of the agreed period the product was divided equally between them, laturally
the mezzadria contract, dealing with a more predictable occurstion, ic able
to be far wore oxplicit than the commenda in outlining the duties of the
working partuer, but the besie division of function remeins the same in both,
How much of the available land wes farmed under either of these kin’s of
agreement cannot be assessede Even if the notarial contructs wers complete,
the problem would remein, since only on a very few occasions was the area of
land involved mentioned. V“hen the amount of land wes mentioned, the normal
formla wag the capacity such as "capacitatis seminis dunrum salmarum",
Usually land was desecribed by its parish and its neighbowrs as "unam vinoam seee
positam in pertinentibus ancone in contrata Jencte larie iuxta res heredum
andree jarinotti res fer anton ichannis iacobi res magistri ichamnis capentarii
viam virinalem a pede - alia hm"'.z

Zeferonces to industry in the contructs are mostly indirect. lersons
raking contracte are deseribded as tailors, bukers, smiths or shoemskers but
little can be found about the woy in which they ran their businesses. There
are a fow societas contracts relating to the establishment of a new partnership
for the purposes of pndnctlen.’ but most of these controcts are concerned
with commercial companies. Fiaally there are a few contracts relating to

employment or spprenticeship but these are not at all fmmt? The

1s 16 A3A ) e}ér.

- PR, ASA M= 6130'.

Jv  Gegge 11 ASA 15-14 €ll3ve Comtract 'super arte laborandi auri tirati!

MMWW.“:M
T E ALl GEIAPAO b AN VOB kS eadd b e IE O i tG e
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commonest service contracts were those for domestic service. The normal
terms of employment for a girl was a fairly long contract with the provision
of food, clothing and at the end of her contract a doury.1 Fen who were
apprenticed were not normally paid a salary but were given a lump sum at the
end of their eontmt.a Men who had already served an apprenticeship or who
werc unskilled were normally paid their keep and & salary. It can be seen that
neither in sgriculture nor in industry do the notarial contracte tell us much
about the conditions of production or of any changes that may have occurred
in them.

By far the wost important contract dealing with the exchange of goods
was the M.’ This related nearly always to a straightforward sale of
goods on credit and the promise of the purchaser to pay for them at some future
date. HMentioned in the contract were the names of buyer and seller, the
description of the goods and their price and the date on which repayment was
expected, It is from the enormous number of contracts of this kind that most
of the information on the structure of the plazsa of Ancona has been built up.
Two main problems arise out of the use of this material. Firstly goods in
transit did not form the subject of a promisaio as they did not change hands
in Ancona, and secondly it is often impossible to tell from the contract
whether the principles are acting for themselves or for a third party. Some
help in solving the latter problem can be had from the numerous ppocurationes,
deeds of attorney, which establish to a certain extent the business relations
between different persons, but the problem of identity still remains a difficult
one. 7Two other comtracts imparting information similar to the promissio

Te  eege b ASA 1-3 cch2r, 118r. In idem ¢99r the Venetian consul fulfils an
earlier contract and gives his servant a dowry of 30 ducats.

2s See 14 ASA 1-3 ¢108r - contract for apprenticeship in the smith's trade for
four years., Terms were the provision of food, clothes, teaching and 6
ducats at the end of the contract.

3¢ Hxamples of promissio contracts are given in the Appendix of documents,
PPe 24 247.¢



but not nearly so common were the emptio or deed of sale, and the
guéiotatio or quittance. This kind of contract has not been used much as it
generally duplicates data that can be exfracted more easily from the
promissio.

There are very few contracts at Ancona dealing with the organization of
commercial companies. Of the more permanent type of company which had existed
in Tuscany for several centuries only one example of Articles of /ssocitation
has been !'ouw&." though companies are often found as parties to other

contracts,” 'Two types of contract setting up & partnership for a limited

period of time can be found at Ancona. These were various forms of the old
3
eowmla’ azfnd the contract of mbiun.‘ Both these types of contract

established a partnership for a specific business venture which in reality

amounted to little more than a loan combined with insurance. The main
difference lay in that the profits or losses of a commenda were shared between

the two contractors according to some pre-agreed ratio, whilst in a cambium,

1« 13 ASA 2 ¢250. This concerns the establishment of a company by five
brothers. Cne of the brothers is given powers by two others to set up a
company involving all five of them. This was necessary as some of the
brothers were in Ferugia and others in Ancona. For more details of this
contract see p.leg.

2+ The term commenda was not in fact used in Ancona., This type of contract,
which involves the provision of capital by one partner, stans, and its
investment by the other travelling partmner, tractator, and the division
of the profita or losses of the venture aoeomng to some pre-agreed ratio
was called by various names such as 'in recomendagioni', 'in accomendatio',
‘societas' or '‘societas trafficandi super mare'. For a discussion of the

use of the in Venice see G, Luzzatto, 'La commenda nella vita
economica', S storia ca veneziana (Padua, 1954), pp.59-80;
in Barcelona, A+Z.Sayous, 8 es commerciales de Barcelone aun XVe

sidcle’, ue de droit fran ot 8t ry 4the ser. xv (1936)
PPe 2704 an see ReS.Lopez b Medieval Trade
Once very

common %ﬂmﬁ E ﬁhrmm. this type of cautuot was
disappearing as more permanent commercial partnerships developed.
3+« The cambium was commoner at Ancona but some time between 1513 and 1517 the
cuhzun contract ceased to be registered before the notaries of Ancona. The
one noted in this study is dated 7 Feb.1513, 14 ASA 56 clér. (n the
mb:lu- contract see Lopez and Raymond, op.cit, pp.l62-3,

Yot ixamplonoi-all-three—of—theso—oontracts—will-bo fund-in-the—tppendix—of
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interest was paid on the loan regardless of the profitability of the venture,
These contracts give the name of the principal, the nature of the loan (often
in goods rather than cash), instructions on what is to be done with the loan
which normally involve its carriage to some specified destination and subsequent
sale or investment, and the terms on which repayment, or in the case of a
commenda, sharing of the profits or losses, will be made. Both these types
of contract were rather clumsy and archaic, and if capital had to be raised
it was more normal to resort to an ordinary time-loan or a bill of exchange.
Similarly if one had goods that had to be carried by sea, it was easier to
have them looked after on a commission or salary basis., Nevertheless these
contracts give smuch information on the organization of commerce as well as on the
transportation of goodse

Apart from the promissio, there were two other kinds of credit instrument
which appear very frequently in the notaries' books. These were the mutuum
and the depositum. Unlike the promissio neither of these instruments were tied
to a specific transaction. The normal form of the mutuum states that the
borrower had received "mutuo gratis et amore" from the lender so much cash or
goods which he promises to return at some future date. No mention is made of
rate of interest, nor of the reason for the loan. In the depositum the
borrower confesses that he has received "in depositum” from the lender so much
cash which he promises to keep at his own risk and to return at some future
date. Again neither interest nor explanation of the loan is given, but it seems
that the depositum lies midway between the cambium (sea loan) snd the mutuum.’
The cambium is a loan combined with insurance - the lender himself underwrites
the loan. While the depositum is not underwiitten by the lender, it always
includes a clause which is identical with ofluses defining the risks covered
in marine insurance contracts. However the person who accepts these risks is
the bmovcr. For example someone receives in deposit 42 ducats which he

1 ixamples of all three of these contracts will be found in the Appendix of
documents ppe 212-22).
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promises to keep at his own "risico periculo et fortuna videlicet ignis
aque furti repine ruine naufragii et cuiuslidet alterius causae tam divini
quan humeni®,’ The sutuus makes no mention of riske. dApart from this rathor
strange clause the function of mutuum and depositum seem to be identical. The
difference between them lies mainly in that the depositum is usually for
largor sums and is wnguer about the date of repeyment. It is probable that the
depositum was a feature of a rather loose sort of banking and thit the mutuum
was a emﬂﬁm loans There appeared to be little pattern in the loan market,
leading figures in the pilasza appearing often as both borrowers and leaders, and
these two common forms of contract have not been subjected to much analysis.
Another type of ¢redit instrument which was found to be of much greater use, but
which appeared only very infrequently was the presentatio licterarum cambii.
This normally involved the presentstion by the payee or his agent of a bill of
exchange to the payers The text of the bill, normally in Italian, is reproduced
in Sl) et Ln Sltenes by a request for its prompt payment. This is normally
followed by a refusal by the payer, occasionally with the grounds of the refusal,
and a formal protest by the payoe. These contracts give invaluable information
not only on methods of remitting money but also on the structure of international
trade as it ie possible to see clearly who is acting for who. In most other
contracts the name of the company involved in the contract is not yiven, only
the name of the individual who actually made the transaction, but in the bill
of exchange the full name of the company involved is nearly always given.
Unfortunately the bill of exchange usually came in front of the Anconitan
notaries only if something went wrong and therefore not cnly are the examples
that exist atypical, but they are also very rare.

The group of contracts that involve the tramsport of goods to and from
Ancona are nearly all concernmed with shipping. In Ancona, as elsewhere,
evidence relating to the carriage of goods by land is very hard to come by,

Te 1 43A 19 c157r.
Z. For an ecample ef o bl 2} exchange see P19



52

Despite the importance of shipping to the economy of incona, references to
this subject in the notarial contracts sre also rare though sufficient can

be found to throw considerable light on its structure and organization. The
three main types of contract providing informstion on shipping are the cambium,
the naulizatum (charter-party) and documents relating to the sale of a ship
either in the form of & promissio or an emptio.

The cambium contract which is described above normally involved the
rrovision of a leoan, either in goods or cash, to be taken on a apecific venture.
Such ventures usually involved carriage by sea and the contract normally states,
in addition te a description of the goods or cash involved, the name of the
patrone of the ship on which it is to be carried and sometimes the name of the
ship, the destination and the rcute of the ship, and very occasionally the
nature of the return cargo. Thirty-eight of these contracts have been noted
and almost all of them refer to fairly large ships. They do not give any iden
of the total cargo carried on the ship, freight rates or passage times, but
in view of the shortage of naulizata (charter-parties) covering voyages outside
the Adriatic, they give a very valuable insight into long-distance tmdo.1
Apart from voyages to Homanim or Constantinople, which are the subject of the
majority of the cambis, they cover voyages to Tunis, ilexandria, Civitavecchia®
and one interesting example of an Anconitan ship s&iling to the Black Sea in
1483, where the lender stated that he would not accept the risk of the cambium
"ex civitate peve in mare maioris seu maggiore ut vulge dieitur”.%

Notarized contracts covering the sale of some 80 ships or boats have been

Te @uge 15 ASA 6-7 028r, 13 ASA 9 ©293v, 13 ASA 6, cl27v.
23 15 asa 5 ¢78rs The full text of this contract is given as an example of
& cambium ppe 216-217,
YAY TP AR (o LD AR X CRIFE] AU At L bge SL2RY



found in the volumes studied. Unfortunately the contracts hardly ever give
a description of the vessel that is to be sold. Hither there is no reference
to the matter at all or else mention is made of an inventory which is not
nproducod-1 The usual forsula for the description of a ship being sold was
merely some variation of the following:

esve UNam navem cum omnibus m%ib\m et corredis, ancore, velis,

barcis et alliis rebus ad dictam navem spectantibus et
pertinentibus ...¢

The normal informetion that can be gained from these documents is the type of
ship, its price, its whereabouts, sometimes itas name and its size and the
names of the buyer and seller. The contracts themselves are of little interest
being aimilar to those governing the sale of other classes of poods.

The paulizatum is the most valuable contract for the study of shipping.
In all, 145 such contracts have been noted but only 59 of these came from
the years chosen for more intensive study. The resainder were traced as a
result of the fact that wery few notaries handled naulizata and thus by
following up other volumes of those notaries who specizlized in this business,
it has been possible to gain much more datu on freight rates, trade routes and
types of ship. The specialization amongst the notaries wam such that out of
43 notaries studied, only 13 had any examples of this sort of contract and
seven of these had 137 out of the totsl of 145. Thus, apart from any other
consideration, the existence of notarized naulizata depends on vdlumes of those
notaries who specialized in the business being extant. In addition to this
problem, it is quite obvious, from the very small number of naulizata for the
Yyears that have been studied in more detail, that only 2 minute frection of the
shipping leaving the port of incona during this period is represented by the
haulizata studieds This is made particularly apparent from the year 1551.
In this year 35 paulizatum contracts were found, far more than in any other

Te See 31 ASA 13 e3ve Sale of the Anconitan ship "Madre de Dio' whth a reference
to an inventory in the hands of & countryman of the buyer. The only really
good example of an inventory of a ship is 1 ASA 1-2 ¢30 r - *Deseriptio
bonorum et rerum caravelle ranaldi et peripgrini filiorum et heredum
quondam dragotti de eibenico'.

2s 16 ASA 2 ecl83v-184v,



year, and nearly & quarter of the total., Nevertheless, in the customs'
register mentioned above which covers just over three months, over %70
vessels are recorded es entering the port. Furthermore the nasulizate
that do exist rarely cover the whole of the cargo of the ship, If only
because of the shortage of other evidence, the naulizata have been extremely
useful, however, in trying to assess changes in quantity, quality, origin,
organization and routes of shipping. The main problem in using this
materisl, as indeed in using any noterial contrscte of this period, is
that of essessing the typicality of the evidence, There is, in fect, a
danger of & possible bias here. Probably the least likely contract to be
registered would be one where an Anconitan was chartering en Anconitan
ship, since the parties would be well known toeach other and might well be
satisfied with a private contact. Since it is the view of the writer that
Anconiten shipping becomes progressively less important in the port, this
bias should be borne in mind, although the one piece of quantitative
evidence existing, the customs' register of 1551, corrcborates this view,
The amount of material appearing in any one naulizatum varied
considerably. This is not only becsuse of the qualitative difference
between one voyage and another, but also because of frequent ommissions
from the noterized version of the contrect as compared with the originel
private contract which wae generslly drewn up in Itelisn, The very
minimum which occurs, especially in the naulizata of later years, i3 just
the heading such gs i«

"Neulizatum galioni Nicolei Marsopoli de Crocera" 3

ls 31 54 21-22 o9r. The naulizatum is the only type of contract to
appear in this form.
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followed by & blank space in the volume. 'hat has happened is that the
notery has merely inserted in the correct fold of his book the Italian
version which has since either been lost or was destroyed on completion

1 All that one can learn from this sort of document is

of the contract.
thet such end such & vessel was at that time in the port of Ancons, in
itself, in conjunction with other evidence, quite useful, A commoner end
more valuable type of nsulizatum is one that gives the bare bones of the
contract without meny detsils., This gives the name of the charterers,
the owner or pstrone (master) of the ship, the carge to be losded, its
destination and the amount and method of payment of the freight. This,
with modificetions, such as inclusion of the name and cespacity of the ship,
the route or the amount paysble for demurrage, is the commonest form of
contract.s inally there is the fullelength contract, often running into
several pages., 2
Two other strictly meritime contrects were slso useful in building up
a pieture of the organization and uses made of shipping, but were too few in
number to provide the basis for much intensive enelysis., These were contracts
relating to the appointment of ships' officers, especially the patrone, and
insurance contracts, Finally, references to shipping occur in a wide range
of documents, meny of which are meinly concerned with other matters., The

verious forms of the gommends, &s well as the cambium, often related to a

Voyage overseas and in fact often specifically required the provision of a

1. Proof of thie is given by s similer heading 'Neulizetum navis
Johanis Matthei Florii de Raguseo' but loose the original document
8till in its correct fold end beginning 'Giova' Mateo di Florio da
Ragusa patrone di un nave Sente Meria della Misericordia ...' and
continuing se = complete charter-party.

2"}"W of chartering see pp.!§1-¢4 . An exmmple of & paulizetum
‘will be found in the Appendix of documents ppe 213-214
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boat by the travelling party.l Payment depending on the time of arrivel of

8 specified lhip,2 quittance (gquietatio) of freight (nolum)3 or goods,

sequestration of a ship or some of its equipment for debt, contracts
made by ships' officers naming their ship and its present whereabouta4 all
glve some informetion on shipping and some provide importent additions to our
knowledge,

Giving an overall picture of the whole economic life of the city are
documents relating to disputes arising out of the non=-fulfilment of contracts
or other differences. The usual method of procedure would be for one party
to file a protest (Eggtestatio). giving details of his grievence and referring
to any contractual evidence that he was able to call, The other party would
then file his reply (responsio); there might then be an agreement to accept
erbitration., The arbitrators might take evidence from third'parties end then
would pronomnpe their sentence which would be binding. Examples of =21l these
documents have been found but it is rare to find a complete series relating to
the same proceedings. In fact very rarely do the proceedings get beyond the stage
of protestatio in the notaries' records. Fresumably the matter would either be
settled without further argument, or else evidence and sentence would be trans-
ferred to court and the records would be kept by the notary of the court. Never-
theless what remains is very useful in giving a fuller understanding of the
realities that lie behind the formal phrases of other contracts,.

Although the noteriel contracts in the Archivio di Stato at Ancone provide

a surprisingly good picture of the coumercisl life of the city, it should be

1. Particularly in the type of commenda called societas trafficandi super mare,

2. Such contracts were normally in connection with the sale on credit of goods
which the purchaser was shipping overseeas. For example 33 ASA 17 cl54vi
22 Mar 1541, two merchents sell 20 kerseys to a morchnnjiof'Constantinoplo,
peyment in eight months or before if the ship called 'La Mater de Dio!
has returned to Ancona.

3« There is one particularly good series of such quittances involving 49
ships carrying salt from lbiza to Ancona for the Camera /postolica
1517=22, Contracts in 1ASA 33, 11 ASA 1l-14,

4+ Such a contract might have nothing to do with shipping, yet give
incidental information on the subject. . Thus the patrone of & barcia
in Ancona accapted on 26 Mar 1503 e l.zgir of exchenge drawn on himself
in Pera ten months previously, 13 ASA 1, cl88v,



clear that they by no means answer all the questions. Apert from their
limited value as & statisticel source, they throw little light on meny
8tructural and inetitutional problems, and also by-pass whole sectors of
economic ectivity within the city. Amongst the more important facets

that are little touched by the noterial contracts are the importent transit
trade of the city, local industry, banking, land transport, the supply of
commercial credit and the structure of commercial orgsnizations. Some of
these defects can be made up from sources existing in other cities with
which Ancona had commercisl ties. Investigation in other cities also gives
much more depth to espects of commerce on which there is also information
at incona.

The two main sourcee from other cities that have been consulted are
collections of merchents' sccount and letter books, and noteriel archives.
Since there are no merchants' books extsnt et Ancons, it was hoped that, in
view of the predominantly foreign origin of the leading merchants on the
Anconi tan mzs_g,l the books of some merchant who actually lived and did

business in Zncons might be found, Though a long shot, it was felt thet,
armed with the nomes of merchants end with their cities of orgin, there wae
e fairly good chance of this in the very extensive collections of merchents'
bocks that exist in some Italian cities. lowever, despite search in
Florence, Perugis, Pisas, Prato, Regusa snd Venice nothing of this kind was
found, Time end expense prevented further search in the other cities from
which merchants residing in Ancona origiutod.z

1. See below pp, 1o]-109

2.  The most likely Italisn cities not searched were Siena, Lucca, Milan,
and Cremona.
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Despite this diseppointment, more success was hed in finding the
books of merchants who did business with Ancona but never ectuslly resided
there. Thses merchants were all engeged in the transit trade that existed
Yia Ancona and Hagusa and their books have been found in various collections

of Florentine commercial books 1 end in the Privata collection in the Archives

at RAgusa.z These books include ledgers, journels end letter-books end are
discussed in more detail bolow.’ Apart from the evidence that these

books provide of the transit trade of Ancone, they are also invaluable in
&lving an insight into the orgenization of commercial companies end in
their methods of operation. Data on costes of production and cerriesge and
on unit profit; informstion on the kind of problems that arose in the
operation of long-distance trade; deteils of the structure of the companies
and of their relations with their sgents and correspondents in other citiess
all these can be found in such books. And thus despite their limited
range in time and in type of business, they do much to make up for the lack:
of any books of those who oporatcdzxncons itself,

The most useful of the notarial archives that have been examined outside
Ancona were those of Ragusn.4 Unlike the practice in Italian cities, all
acta made by notaries were entered into the seme voluwe [or & . iven tiuc
period. Individual notaries did not keep their own volumes. These
notarial acts were registered in two different institutions in Ragusa and
are collected together in two series called the Diversa Notariae end the
21!!!!2.22223;155153, The former is the richer in contrects dealing with
1.  ASP, Certe Strozzisne,ser. V, 78, 80, 86, 87, 89, 93; BL kedici LSS

516, W”g, 552a; ADSI, Estrenei, 416, 417, Deteils
of these books can be found in the bibliographypp.22£-27.

2.  DAD, irivata, 29.
3. TPp. ®pega, 12232

4. Un the archives at Ragusa see J, Tadia, 'Les archives ;6onomiquca de Raguse',

4Annales, XVI (1961), pp.1168-75 and Ibid, 'Les cources de 1'histoire
maritime yougoslave', in M, Mollat (ed) IVe Colloque d'Histoire laritime
(Paris, 1962), pp.85-92¢
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maritime commerce and is the series that has been most used for this study.
Some indication of the comparative richness of the notarisl archives at /‘ncona
is seen in the fact that et Ragusa there are never more than two voluumes from
each collection for » single yeer, generally less, and these not very bulky,
whilst et Ancona of the noteries' sctes still existing there are normslly at
least a dozen thick volumes of comparative page -izc.l The kind of contract
thet provides the bulk of the information ebout the Anconiten piezza, the
promissio, wes hardly ever registered before the notaries at Raguse. However,
the contracts that were registered provide a very rich panorame of the meritime
life of the city. These include psulizata, assjourstiones (insursnce contracts),
contracts for partnership in new ships or rearrengement of old partnerships,
protested bills of exghange and other very veluable materiel. [owever,
deapite the completene:s of the collection, by no means sll of these types

of contract were registered at Ragusa end here sgain it would be wrong to

make statistical calculations on the besis of this evidence. The grest bulk
of the nesulizets, for instance, involve contracts to ship grain from Sieily,
Apulie end the Greek ports, There is very little reference to nesulizata
concerning voyages to Ancona or even Venice. And yet, simply by reference
to the casual mention of Regusan shipping at incona in ‘nconitan sources, it
would be easy to show that the psulizate registered in Hagusa do not cover

all Regusan voyages, This can be inferred {rom the arrival in ’ncona from
fsgusa of Ragusan ships for which no naulizatum for the voyege exists in
Regusa. This is best seen in the Cartolaro of 1551. In this, four

flaguson ships are specificelly entered ss having come from Raguss 2 bus

there ere charter-perties for none of these in the Diversa No 5@, nor

8re there for the other seven Ragusan vessels that sre registered without

naming where they had come f{rom.

1, This is true at least of the sixteenth century when more volumes have

survived at Ancona.
2e  ASCA, 507, entries 102, 267, 318, 320.
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The naulizatun of Hegusa is similar to its Anconiten counterpart.l

The two main differences are that it is nearly alwaye fuller and that {rom an
early dete in this period, it wes quite normel for the contract tc be registered
in Itelian, Otherwise the phraseology and formulse used in the contract
betray a common Italisn heritage. Of even greater interest than this
large collection of naulizata are the insurance contracts in the Diversa
No ge. Although they occur from the beginning of the period they become
incressingly more numerous as the period continues. Eventually they were
incorporated in & different series of their ovn.2 Since there are very
few insurance contracts at Ancona, the pattern of insurence rates for the
various shipping routes has been elmost entirely constructed from the
documents at Ragusa, Apert from the insurance rates themselves, the contracts
8ive Lo sewe oot of informetion about size of ships, routes, cargoes and
organization of shipping es the naulizats, end have been used in conjunction
with the latter to build up & picture of Ragusan shipping. The contracts
are normelly in Italian, give the name of insurers end insured, the velue and
desoription of the goods to be insured, the ship on which they were to be
carried, the destinstion and route, the risks from which they were to be
insured and the conditions of peyment in the event of lo-s.’
The contracts relating to the building snd fitting out of ships at
‘!éﬁii are very interesting as there are no ship-buildings contracts at all
at incona,? In addition, as at /ncona, such contracts eas those concerning
the appointment of ships' officers, gcommends and disputes have all been used to
brosden the material used to describe the organization of shipping &1 both ports.
The notariel archives of erls and Fesaro have also been consulted

to see if these ports were duplicating the activities of Ragusa and Ancona.

1.  Examples of both Ragusen and Anconiten nsulizats can be found in the
Appendix of documents ppe 213-4,220-1.

2. DAD, Lib Ho Si which atu‘tT‘qll_' Jan 1563,

3 Z;br ;otula see section on insurance pp. XS&8 and Appendix of documents
Pe 21%-20

4,

o
See J, Tadi@, 'Le port de leaguse e..° Opecit, ppe 11-18 for a discussion
of shipbuilding and ship operation at Hagusa,

5« For the archives at Zars see J. Tadié; 'Les sources ...' op.cit pp. 78-81.
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The Drzavni Arhiv at Zars containe most of the erchives of the province of
Dalmetia, /mongst this enormous collection: only the notarisl ershive of
Zare itself end of E’d.).mnioo1 were sempled for the seme years that hod been
singled out in Ancone. Very little of interest to this study ond very
little on the meritime life of these two porte waes discovered in this
brief survey. The same was true of the notarial escots in the Archivio di
Stato at Fesaro, the centrsl Italian port that seemed most likely to be a
significant rivsl of ‘ncone in this period, Vhile the lack of evidence
from these sources may be en indication of leck of trade, & partiel examine-
tion of this kind could hardly be considered sufficient evidence to provide
conclusive proof, It seems very likely that the richness of the Anconitan
and Regusen notarisl srchives of this period are rather the exception than the
rule, and it is probebly not wise to argue little or nitr-de from the none ,af ‘H
existence of proof of it in other notariel collections of the early sixteenth
century.

In udditibn to notarial archives and merchants' books, the opportunity
wag taken while in other cities to consult other collections of documents
which it was felt might heve a besring on the subjects The most valusble of .
these were the records of the Cingue Savii alle Mercenzia in Venice, correspone
dence with individuals end the government in incona contained in the collection
Yediceo Avanti il Frineipato in Florence and similer material in the collections
Lettere do levente and Consilium Rogetorws in Reguse.”

From the description of the sources in this chaper it can be seen
that the thesis has to rely very heavily on notarial records. lvidence from
1ibri de depositario end merchants' books can be used to supplement this
Source but the bulk of the materisl has to come from these rether unwieldy

volumes of contracts, while it is en agreeable surprise that so much useful

ls  In fact the noteriel srohives of Zare, Sibenico end Fesaro have only been

sampled for the period up to 1518-20,

2. For details of ‘meserial consulted see Bibliography pp, 22{-%.
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date should still exist in late fifteenth and esrly sixteenth century notaries'
contracts, 1t must be noted that they leeve much to be desired as » source for
economic history. The sheer weight of paper that has to be turned over to

find anything of interest is & major problem, especially when it is considered
that the historian is not working with anything as complete es say, parish
registers or fiscal records. The reward to effort is therefore very slight.
There is also virtually no way of guarsnteeing the typicality of what is found
in notarial records., That other sources tend to confirm my {indinge is encourse
ging but hardly conclusive in any statistical sense. Indeed, it hes to be edmit-
ted that, in view of the enormous number of trensactions thet wust have occured
in the economic life of Ancone during the period studied, those trensactions

that formed the subject-matter of contractes registered before thie notaries must
have teen atypicusl. The most obvious bias is thet notarial controcts tend to
involve big rether thon small business and credit rather then cesh transections,
In the chapters on merchents end on shipping there are signs of this bies, it
is the leading wholesale merchants end the biggest ships that have, perforce,

to be discussed, though they obviously represented the minority in terms of
numbers,

As a result of the shortcomings of this msjor source, the thesis has
had to be impressionistic and descriptive « with none of the, perhaps
nisleading, quantitative precision thst tends to be the hallmark of modern
economic history. Even as an impressionistic and descriptive document,
however, the theeis is forced by its source material to be quiet or extremely
speculative on some subjects. As was mentioned earlier, the contructs do
not reflect all aspects of economic life, and thus problems such as the
Orgenization of business, the structure of credit end the organization of
land transport cennot be satisfactorily discussed. There elso seem to be
Some strenge gaps in the evidence. For instance, other sources, though
8dmittedly mot strictly in the period studied, describe Ancona es & centre of
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pilgrim traffic.l the slave trade e end the import of horses from the
Belkann;3 yet, of these three subjects, beyond one reference tc tie sele of a

4

slave, ' there is no mention in noterial contracte. Can one argue the

absence of such activities from sbsence of mention of them in such a

source 7 The scme problem occurs in comparing Ancone with other cities,

For instance, the notarial records of Pesaro end Zare indicate economies

that were hardly influenced by their maritime position at ell, Io

this true, or were contrscts desling with imeritime commerce not

registered before the notaries in these cities 7 It is certalnly true

that the subject-matter and form of the notarisl contract very consider=-

ably from city to city. (Genoese and Ragusen contracts, for instence,

ore very different from Ancomitun contrects. 5
I n conclusion, it seems wisest to use notarial contracts ss a

source for economic history always in conjunction with some other,

preferably quentitetive, source. %hen writing the thesis, the surest

ground was when the commercisl life of Ancona around the middle of the

sixteenth century wes being described, the date when the customs' register

discussed above hes survived, Analysis of the register provided{a frame= }f

work into whioch descriptive material from the notaeries' contracts could

be easily and fairly confidently fitted. ‘here such fiscel documents have

survived in other Itelian cities, neerly ell of which have enormous

quantities of‘notarios' registers surviving for the sixteenth century, the

8cope for a far more detailed study of the Italian, and indeed Yediterraneen

economy, during this crucial period of its history seems to be immense.

1. J. Sottas, i
(Faris, 1938

2. I, 3252, 'The Domestic Inemy: kKastern Sleves in Tuscany in the 14th and 15th
centuries', Speculum, xxx (1955),p.329
3. frr be e G Moawme + Balkan Uglt Gumbng i he flaban Ot fee Sor (lodles Omtann

e At ot Gar in A Gicteeats Cowhm (§37), fp. 4
--------------- = e (Lares AP N-9%. 3’% ke vmpet of hoses by one
4. {Ehxs:az ?(i‘;é’;: mﬂ 5 g-on» ac’ Mu Sec MFI w I(,(n 3 |5°'z,h,'2?§'21r che

5+  For Genoese contracts see Dochaerd snd Ke pe
rremansg, op. cit ssim
For Ragusen contracts see above PPe $%-6o. > :
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C UR

THE DEVELOPMENT OF

In this chapter en attempt will be made to describe and explain
the main changes that occurred in the commerce of /ncone during the
period studieds. The description is divided into three main periods,.
A base period, 1479-84, is first described and is then compared with two
periods of the first half of the sixteenth contﬁs&, 1500-27 and 1541-51.
The first of these two latter periods is one of fairly revid development,
whilst the second is one of consolidation of the earlier chenges.
Although oversll there was very considerable commercial
development in the city, this development seems to have had remerkesbly
little effect on the basic economy of the city. Commercial development
did not lead sa it did elsewhere to much industriel and egriculturel chenge
but rather was superimposed on an existing fremework which probebly remsined
similar in its outlines throughout, Thus, whilet by the 1520s Ancons hed
become an internationel centre for the distribution of textiles, textile
raw meteriale and hides, this had apparently little effect on the textile
or leather industries of the city. Some expansion there probably was,
but the following quotation from the work of a locel notesble listing the
industrial accomplishments of Lis native city provides negstive evidence
that any such expansion was linitodsol
eee la'vega arte d'imbiencar le cere zeurs, de la' quesle
ordinarismente se ne serve lioma non che il resto delle
Seclesiastiche provincie; quelle delle tentoria di ogni
sorte di tela, di drappo e di pezze di panni ,.. 1'util

arte di cilandrare o mangenare le tele, l'srte di fer

1. Frencesco Ferretti, Diporti notturni (incons, 1579), p. 143.
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canapl o cavi per servigio delle grosse navi e de gli

eltri legni da gabbia ...t
The writer was boessting end if this was all he could think of, then
it seems reasonable to assume that Ancona was not en important industrial
centre,

Nor did the growth of population that appecrs to have occurred as

a result of the influx of foreign merchants, brokers, bankers and
shipowners . call forth an equivalent growth either in local consumption
industries or in local agriculture. The response seems rather to have
been & movement from a position of regional exchange within the Adriatic
to one where it became increasingly necessary to draw some of the local

consumption requirements from & wider supply region.

1. 'The art of whitening unrefined wax, with which they normelly serve
Rome end the rest of the provinces of the Church; thet of dyeing
every kind of linen, silk and woolen cloth ... the useful art of
calendering or ni@ling cloth, the art of making hempen ropes or cables
for the service of great ships and other decked vessels ..,.'

26 The increase in population assumed here is very poorly documented,
A description of the city made to Gregory XIII in about 1581 ~ives
the population of Ancona and its contado =s about 23,600, of which
Just over half lived in the city itself anc its immediate
surroundings, In 1567 at the time of Pius IV the ion wes
given as 22,766, Nataluocci, op. cit, ii, 89. Franceaco Ferretti
writing in 1579 gives the population as 18,435, to which should be
added foreigners residing in the city such ss the 2,700 Jews &nd
1,000 Greeke plus others bringing the population agein to somewhere
around 23,000, Ope. cite. pe 148 quoted by Nataluceci, loc. cit.

However beiore this date, I have found no such concrete estimate
of population, KNevertheless, it seems evident that population
was increasing in the first half of the sixteenth century, by
immigration if not by natursl increase. The best positive evidence
of this is the cuotction from Saracini, ops cite pe 347 asaewp. Juated
Lo belaw f9o
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Indeed the chsnges in Ancona were not the result of = burst

of enterprise by the natives of the city, but were the result of the
independent decisions of foreign entrepreneurs to channel exisiing trades
through ‘ncona instesd of by alternative routes. That these trades expan-
ded in the course of the period was slso the result of factors that lay
outside anything thet happened in /ncona itself. Individual porte

rarely played =a do-inéF role in international trade and their best

reaction to such good fortune as Ancona enjoyed was to make their

facilities as attrasctive as possible, b, keeping the harbour clesr of
j detritus, reducing tariffs, providing sccommodation for people and
goods, and by welcoming all merchants regardless of race, religion or
nationality in & genarsl effort to hold on to their good fortune as
long a8 possible, Though merchents and shipowners of Ancone partici-
pated to a certsin extent in the expansion of trade, it was primerily

in this passive role that the natives of the city encouraged snd bene-

fitted from the altered tradins conditions of the [irst half of the

sixteenth century,

In the base period, however, the significance of Ancona was

8till mainly as 2 link in & limited exchange economy within the

Adriatic,. The whole of the Addatic wam a region whose natural

resources complemented each other very well, The west cozst was an ares

i of fairly fertile ayriculture where surpluses could be collected at many

i ports for distribution either smongst each other, or more importsnt to

}H\ &3 the deficient aress of Venice end the ports of the north and east Adriatic,

ahe liﬂ turn produced sylvan, minersl end pestorsl products in which the west

coant and Venice were delicient. Whilst most areas 2upported some local
industry, there wos some specialization in the larger cities such ss Venice
Chioggia, Ferrara, Bologna, ‘ncona and kegusa. The limits of this region
Were approximately the watersheds of the mountaines that surrounded the

8rea except in the Po valley, although it scems fairly clear that some of

the goods that appesr to originate from porte of the Adriatic had come
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across the mountains from further inland, ?o?fxnmple, both the hides end /*

the iron that ceme through Trieste probably ceme [rom Cermeny - indeed

the hides are specificelly called cori teotonici.

Within this sree fncona was able to supply herself with most of

her food from the resourcee of her fertile gontsdo. The great mejority

of the noteriel contrects in this esrly period relste to tenency sgree-

ments in local agriculture, and one of the features of these contracts

was the regularity with which tensnte were required as & pert ol their

agreement to carry grain and other produce tc tie houses of their land-

lords in the city. This applied to both the mein types of tensncy, the

locatio ad gcoptimum where rent was paid, clmost without exception in kind,

end the various kinds of nez!gdrigl where sherecroppers irom the small ville

#ges and hill-towns behind Ancons were required to bring the lendlord's

share of the crop to his house in the oity.z Moet of those who worked the

land would have lived in the small towne of the contado or in ’'ncona iteelf

end have gone out to work easch dey. The practice of rural conceniration

in towns is common to all south and central Italy, and sccounts in part

for the comparatively large twons that have always existed in the araa.5

1.
2,

s

O

For these contracts sece sbove ppe 46-47.

It seems indeed that it was required by statute for tenants to bring
both grain and wine to the landlord's house. See ASCA 89, Je Civilibus,
Hub. cvi 'de laboratoribus terrarum' end iub, cvii 'de laboratoribus
vinearum', For examples of this in contracts see 1 /54 1-2, cl50v,

Yeos dictus Hicolous oonductor e.. promisit ... quolibet anno in tempore
vendenniarum portere in encone &d domum habitationem dicti Jacobi
medietatem vini ...' or for a coptimum, ibid c3r, ' es. et hoc per
coptimo ... sex salmari grani romeni sive celmisie boni ... "uod coptimum
dieti Mntheus et Hadus promiserunt eidem Ser intonio consignare in
Cll:§:1Varn?1 domi habitationi dicti Ber Antonii de mense sgusti proxime
'.n LER

g:(tbﬁ phencmonam todsy see G. Schacter, The itslian South (Mew York,
965}, Pe 55=0,
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Although it is probable that many of the femilies living in Ancona
at this time either owned or worked land in the contado from which they drew
much of their supplies, an active market in egricultural produce existed.

4 good source for studying this merket would heve been the various indirect
taxes on such things as the sale of wine, retail snd wholesale, on the sule
of grain, meat end oil, snd on milling. Unfortunstely ail these taxes
were farmed and no detaile of their collection are oxtant.l From the
notaries' contrects, despite the numerous references to seles, in small

and large lots, of grain, wine and oil, little pattern can be observed in
this business. A few deslers in significent quantities con be distinguished,
such as Count Trovarelli in wine and oil, Gabriele Feretti and /ntonio
Boldoni in grain and Ciriaco Massioli in wine - the lset to become one

of the leading merchants in the early sixteenth century, and the otiora
members of the local landed eristocracy. Just ee it is impossible to
provide a breakdown of the market in food, 8o is it impossible to cnalyse
landownerskip from the notarisl records. It seems probsble thet most of
the lend remeained in the hends of the noblee and of the Church but there
wes a fairly active market in land throughémi the period end on cccesion the
nemes of non-noble merchents can be found es lendowners. The conmune
iteelf was en importent lendowner, most of its holdings beinyg in the form
of woods and uuadon.2

On the other mein local source of food, the see, we have even less
information than on the structure end orgsnization of sgriculture. Very
few contrects concerning fishing have been found, slthough it must have
been & very important source of both food and livelihood. From the little
that exists, it seems probable that for those who had no boat and tius were
uneble to oo w0 ses to fish, the ownership of besches by others implied some

form of tenurisl relationship between fishermsn end landlords.

ls  See ioia op. cite pp. 175-82
2¢  Idem pp, 165«7
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Apart from the supplies of food that came into the city o5 & result
of the fulfilment of agricultural contracfs made with peseents working land
in the city's immediate hinterlsnd, much of Ancona's requirements ceme in
by sea in the normel course of trsde. Food snd other products would be

collected at the mouths of the small rivers to the north snd south, or on

the beaches of the two smsll ports immediately to the south of incona, .irolo
and Numene, end then brought to the city. The contrects releting to the pure
chase and carriege of these goods to the sea, and to the multitude of small
boats that brought them to Anconea appear only infrequently in the notaries'
contracts, Sometimes en isolated contract for the delivery of firewocod

to the mouth of the EZsino or to the beach of Numana, of oil to the port of

p

!scoli or similar transactions can be found. A better source for this kind
of trade is the libro de depositeria for 1481, which gives wore informatiocn on
the goods that entered trade than most of these books, Although most of
the entries relate to more distant trade, there are & number of references

to such short distence trede as the carriage of wine from Sirolo end Massignzno,
and of donkey skins from Osiao.2
Apart from her own sgricultural produce and tlLe redistributed

surpluses of the other ports of the western Adriatic, Ancona had little

to offer in the way of trade. The branch of the export #rade that wes

to become of most 1n§ortanco in the sixteenth century, the cxport of ltalisn and
western Furopean menufactured goods in transit for the Levent, was in this bese
period of little significence, Peper from Pabrieno, cloth from Siena and

Florence, it is true, were to be found on ships sailing from ‘ncons ss well

23 being traded on the piazga, but the scale of this sort of business was very

Small compared with what it wes to be later on. This cen be seen quite

clearly since the cloth exports which were entered in the libro de depositeria

L. 1e0 15 432 13 o70r; 10 45A 1 o35ry 14 ASA 5 63Ir,90v; 15 Ash c204ry

A3A 1 ¢21 for exsmples of this sort of trade.

2 ASCa, 61, c3r-Sr,
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for 1481 were resistered separately under the heeding 'Intrate de
Drepperia'. In the six month period lst Pebruary to 3lst July 1481
the book shows 237 bales of cloth being exported by aea.l Although
there are no comparesble records for a later date, the separate item
‘Entrata de Drapperia' being abandcned, some indication of the chenges
thet occurred in this trade can be seen by the fact that in 1551 over &
thousand bales of cloth were brought into the city by sea alone, for
sole in the city and subsequent ree-expor., n @& period of only just over
three monthn.2 is for the products of her own industry, only aoapb end
barrels were of eny real significence in overseas trade. ‘ncona, like
most mediume-sized towns, had & wide range of small industries servins locsl
consumption resuirements, but little that was demanded outside the city,

S0 it wes meinly the trade in food snd drink thet occupied the
ships trading out of “ncona in the {ifteenth century., The range of
this trede was the whole ‘driatic, for even in those aress that were
primerily egricultural, there was & demand for the produce of ogher parte.
But the most importent aree for Anconiten trede in t' is period wes the
northern end eastern Adriatice The comamonest form of charter for o
boat out of Ancone was to leave in baellest and to pick up & cargo of
grain, oil or wine at one of the more specislist agricultural ports and then
to carry the cerzo tc be exchanged for the products of the ports of the north
and eest Adriatic, In return, the boat might bring berets, mercery, saye
and fustians from the important redistribution centre of ferrsrs or induse
trial goods from Venice or Chioggia as well as the redistributed products of

Venetian trede. In the north-esst, the most important ports were Trieste

1. 1Ibid ollr,
2,  15CA, 507, pessime On this trade see below pp, 8(-99.

3« Soap being shipped to Constantinople wae often the capital to be
invested in & gambium contrasct. 15 ASA 5 o94r, 95r, 96r, 296r;
15 A5A 6-7 ob8r, T2v, T4ve For protection to soap menufscturers
see Ciavarini, op.cit. p.1l19.
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and Piume, From Trieste came some of the products of cen:rsl Iurope,
especially iron end hidu.1 ™Mume and her neighbouring ports, pertie-
cularly Segnc, were the leeding sources of house end shipbuilding timber
for Ancona,. These wators were glso & prime source of fish which often
formed pert of cargoes from Tieste and Miume, aend sometimes wes contrscted
for in advance,

The ports to the south of Fiume were not often mentioned in
contracte of the fifteenth centuxry, but Zere end Sibenico were occesion-
ally the destinstion of ships from Anconu. Ffurther south still,
however, was Raguee which wes already playing e very importsnt pert in
inconiten €ommercisl life, Centre of the redistribution trade in Balken
goods es well ss being the head of one of the mein routes leading across
the Balksns to the cities of the Levent, Ragusen ships treding to Ancona
brought & mixed cargo of hides, wool, wax and iron as well as a trickle
of Turkish goods from further east, This latter part of the treade
which was to grow comsidersbly in the sixteenth century wss not yet of
very great lianitioanco.z

Ancona's contribution to trade outside the ‘drietic consisted slmost
entirely of the despatch of two or thres ships each yeer to the eastern
“gditerranesn, principally to Constantinople or Alexendria., These ships
carried oil, wine and soap from ‘ncona snd its surroundin s but space was
also chartered by inland merchents loading industrial goods such es peper
end cloth, Normally ocalling at Ragusa to complete their curgoes, these

ships brought back from the east Egyptian and Syrian cotton, spices and drugs

l. For the commerce of Slovenia which included hides for Trieste see
Fe Gestrin, 'lcononle et soci®té en Slovenie au XVle siccle!,
innsles, xvii (1962) , pp. €76-82,

2. These last two peragrephs are besed on numerous contrscts releting not
only to the carriage of goods to and from the verious destinetions as
above, but also to the sele of goods in Ancona itself, The latter often
indicated the provensnce of the goods sold end sometimes this was in fact
obvious from the nature of the goods. For examples of contracts relating
specificeily to the carriage of goods see 15 ASA 1=3 c68vy 14 Al 1-3 cl24vy
4 ASA 1 02201y 14 ASA 5 o36r, 73, 91v, 1l4r. See also ASCA, 61, c3relOr
for references to goods being imported snd euy dfrom Ancone.
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rew silk, wool snd hides for distribution from both Raguse end Anoons, !
These voysges were the most enterprising mede by inconitsns during this
period and probably represented s long tredition of treding with the Levant,
ilthough, in fact, the sort of business done by these ships, i.e. the exchange
of agricultural produce snd Buropean industrisl goods for the products of the
Turkish Empire, was to be the main function of the port during the period
studied, 1t was to be the lend routes rether then the esll-ses routes that
were to be most important. In meny ways the sort of trade that these voyages
represented was to become en snachronism in the conditions of the sixteenth
century. The leisurely collection of cargoes &t & set time each year might
pay dividends to some cities that were sble to protect their home markets
by restrictive legisletion, but in Ancons it was to be the genersl carrier
and quick turnover of trade that were to be more important in the sixteenth
centuxy.

In the period, 1479-84, despite the existence of ships treding from
inoons both within and without the Adriatic, the impression gained from the
noteries' contrects is one of & fairly low level of commerce. Coods from
outside the region of exchange within the Adriatic were the exception and
as such catch the eye, but the bulk of the contracts consisted of either
the everyday trsmsactions of & community whose main interest wes in sgricul-
ture rather then in maritime commerce, or when they did relate to more
commercial treansactions, referred mainly to retsil rather than wholesale

1. 14 4SA 1-3 obv, 83v, 124v, BR4w; 8 ASA 34 0576ry 15 ASA 5 e78r, 94
and ASCA, 61, cllv for the Anconitsn end of this trede. For Ragusan
examples see DAD, Diversa Notarise, 65, ol2v, 1l62v,
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trade or et least indicated a small scale of Oponuon.l Transit trade
existed, if only becsuse Ancona was the natursl port for & wide area of
central Italy, but its extent was limited compared to later periods. The
commerce of this base period mainly served the consumption needs of the
city itself, or at the most assisted in the necessary redistribution of

g00ds between different areas of the Adriatic.

From the notaeries' books exsmined in the period 1500-27 coneiderable
chenges in the commerce of the city can be observed.’ Individual transsctions
became much 1;:@:,5 8 greater part in bdboth the commerce and the shipping of
the port was played by strangers, & greater variety of goods entered the
port from a wider area, end the trensit and entrepot trade expanded
relatively to the trade for domestic consumption. The sort of traede

1. This sort of statement is difficult to establish beyond doubt. It really
rests, as does so much when working with notarial records, on a general
impression of the change between the sort of contracts registered in
this period end those of the sixteenth century. Where whole volumes
of contracts are given up to commercial contracts later on, in this
base period such contracts are very difficult to find. Often it seems
surprising that the notaries ere working in a port at all, so few are
the references to things maritime. Although this could conceivably be
the result of notaries whose clientsle lay in the commercial world
having no volumes extant, some evidence to the contrary lies in the
fact that one notary, Giacomo Alberici, whose volumes cover the whole
period from 1479 to 1509, shows just this change to & more commercial
world, Another indication is in the sums of money that form the subject
matter of contracts. Taking an arbitrary dividing line of 100 ducats,
very many more contrects releting to sums greater than this can be found
in the sixteenth than in the fifteenth centuries. See below p. 8!

2. The expansion of trade described below can also be seen from the
1ibri de depositaria. Total customs payments in gold ducets as
recorded in these books weret-

1 M - ’1 Jm ml seve ‘” 1l Feb = 3’. Jm 1509 esee ”‘1
1 Mar - ’1 Jﬂl’ u” eene 402 1l Feb - 51 Jm 1517 esee 3060
1 lar - 31 July 1498 .... 621 1 Feb = 31 July 1518 +... 3939
1 Feb = 31 July 1502 eese 672 1 Peb = 31 July 1527 .... 3209

Source: ASCA 61. “. “' 115. 116' n?. 110, 121.
For & criticism of the value of this evidence see pp. 2%-41. The low figure
for 1502 which does not reflect the expansion ealreedy seen in the notaries'

contracts is probably explained by the Veneto - Turkish Wer which did not end

till May 1503. There is no record of eny shipping outside the Adristic in
the year 1502,

3. For exsmples from the hide trade see below Pe 2!
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described in the previous section continued, and even expended as a result
of a population swollen by immigration ceused by the developments in the
other trades,® but mo longer did it play such a dominant pert in the
commerciel life of the eity. Alengside these changes, the old structure

of agriculture and locel industry sppears to have remained largely unchenged.

The three main brenches of trade during this period were those dealing
with the export of cloth, the import of hides and the collection and redistri-
bution of sgricultursl goods. Most of the other goods that entered or left
Ancona did so as & result of the development of these three basic branches
of commerce., It will be seen that as esch of these traudec developed, so the
same development attracted traders from & wider renge, thus initieting a
cumulative expansion. It will slso be seen that while all three of these
trades existed in embryo in the period 1479-84, their scele and scope hed
changed so much as to justify the conclusion that, in the sixteenth century,
inconitan trade performed a very different function within the Mediterranean
region.

Down to the 15208 the cloth trade of incona was meinly a trensit trade.
Ancona wes @ station on the most important exis of Florentine trede whose key
points were Florence itself, Ancona, Hagusa and Constantinople. To the west
the route extended in two main directions, to the wool porte of eastern Spain
and to the Florentine dominated emporium of Lyons. To the east the route
split at both Ragusas and Constantinople into many parts leading to all the
great cities of the Turkish Empire.

it was to the east that nearly ell Florentine cloth not sold in Italy
was consigned. Marco Fosceri, writing in 1527, seid that the production of
£8rbo eloth made with Spanish wool - fer the most importent cloth menufecture
of Florence - was 14,000 cloths & year, Of this number, 10,000 were sent to
Constantinople, the rest being scld in Florence, Rome, Neples and other

——

1. See above msee p.(S {h.2
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Pln.eu.l If for Constantinople we read Levant, this agrees with the evidence
of the Florentine account books of the early sixteenth century that have been
exemined, No records of shipments of garbo cloth other than to Neples, Rome,
Bologna or the lLevant have been found, snd the sales to other Italian cities
form only & very small part of the total sold outside Florence.

In the mid-fifteenth century, most of the Florentine cloth going to
the Levant wes carried on the Florentine galleys. Freight rates were
subsidized and insursnce was usually unnecessary since the risk of piracy
was virtually excluded. However, the enormous cost of the galleys to the
State and the gradual disappearance of their originel zaison d'etre -
danger of being exploited by monopolist carriers such #s Venice and Genoa -
by the development of the carrying trade in: & growing number of independent
ports led ultimstely to the sbendonment of the Florentine galleys.” Once
cloth shippers had to pay nmormal commercial freights end insurance, shipment
from west Italian ports could not compete in cost with shipment from Adriatic
ports. Even before the sbandomment of the system, more and more cloth going

east was being directed alomg the overland routes across the Balkans, and
Mallett cites this as another impertent reason for the decision to give up
the nlloya.’ The use of the overland routes must have become even more
important with the outbresk of the war between Florence and Pisa in 1494.

However, Ancona did not immediately reap the benefit of this change

in the routes of Florentine cloth going emst. For some years Anoons had to
share the trede with her neighbour, Pessro,’end with the ports of Apulis,
“het distinguishes the sixteenth century in this respect is that the other

1. B, Albert, Relazioni Venete (Florence, 1839-63). 2nd ser, i, 28,

2. l!. E. Mallett, T loxrentine
(oxfora, 19675. w-lq«- 52,

3. Mallett, op.eit, p.147.

4s Pesero was the port used by Pratese merchants exporting cloth to Raguss
in the first half of the fifteenth century. See M, Fopovic-Redenkovio,

'La penetreszione dei mercenti tesi a Dubrovnik (Reguse 1ls prime
Reta del XV secolo', ASI (1959), pp.503-21, : oy
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Adriatic ports also used by Florence in the late fifteenth century were now
elmost completely neglected. The first part of the change can be seen in
one of the ledici asccount books examined. In 1493 end 1494, cloth wes
shipped yia Apulia. In 1495 end 1497 it went through Pesaro snd in 1496
through Ancons.)* After 1500 only isolated references cen be found to
shipment through any other port but Ancons. If 1494 is taken as the break
away from Apulias, a fairly obvious reason would seem to be the outbresk of
war in southern Italy which had little effect on the sentral Adriatic. For
the breek away from Pesaro at the turn of the century, the most likely cause
seems to be the tariff concessions granted by Ancona to Florence in 1499
and 1500.2

The expansion of the Florentine trade through Ancona in the early
sixteenth century encouraged the shipping of other goods together with the
woollen cloth that was the staple of the trede. G5ilks, velvets and jewellery
came from Florence itself, and from further back on the route ceme Perpignen
cloth and Rheims 1inen which had been ocollected st Lyoms.” In the other
direction the main goods were camlets, raw silk, hides and a wide range of
dyes, spices and other specislities of the Levant trade. The whole of this
trade from Lyons to Constantinople was in the hands of Florentines or their
lscntl."

Although most of the cloth entering Ancona during this period was
destined for the cities of the Turkish Empire, whether it was from Florenoce
or from Siens and other cities of central Itsly engsged in the seme irade om

1. Medict M3 516, co 144-165.
2. ASCA, 47, cc22-4.
3+ TFor Perpignan cloth see 9 ASA 7-8 ol28rj 13 ASA 9 ¢272r. For & business

&ccount desoribing the exchange of Turkish camlets for Rheims linen at
the Lyons end of the route see Medici MS 536(4), co29, 60,

4. For e description of the organization of this trade see below pp. 122-3
and also G.R.B. Richards, 44 5

Medici (Cembridge, Mess. 1932).
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a smaller scale, some at least was always sold on the Anconitan mark-t.l
Seles by Florentine agents to Anconitans or to the citizens of the smell
towns in the neighbourhood occurred quite frequently, but nearly always
such sales were the results of fairly small transactions. In the 1520s,
however, there is & change in this pettern. Ssles of cloth in Ancona itself
become at least &8s important as the transit trade. /An illustration of this
is given in the Giormsle of Marco di Simone del Nero, & Florentine cloth
merchant, His giormale records the sale of 1,053 cloths outside Florence in
the years 1522-8, Only 66 of these cloths are consigned directly to the
Levent, Of the remsining 856 which are clearly destined for the most pert
to be s0ld in the Levant, 757 were consigned to Ancons end 115 to Ragusa.2
Unfortunately there are no other sccount books for the 15208 to check this
information but some indication of the change in Ancona from e forwarding
station to an important cloth market is given by an analysis of large cloth
sales as recorded in the notaries' contracts. In 1509 only four sales of
cloth for a total value each of over 100 ducats could be found, This sum
represents approximately four bales of garbo cloth. In 1527 there were 23
sales of over 100 ducats, five of them for more than 1,000 ducats,

The shift of consignments from Turkish cities to Ancone meant that,
instesd of maintaining agents and correspondents in the Levant, Florentine
merchants were now more often selling directly to Regusen, Greek end Turkish
merchants in Auou.’ This development was but one aspect of a trend that

1. See, for instence, in 1509, 13 ASi 9 cclOOv, 139r, 185r, 199v, 272r,

2, ADSI, Estrenei 417. B85 cloths were consigned to Naples, 45 to Bolo
4to'thoMrorRmum1um. : s

3. For sales to easterners see 11 ASA 17-18 clOv (Corfiots), ol7r (Jew of
Belgrade), cl06v (men of Cestelmuove), ¢ll7r (Greeks of Velona end Corfu),
¢l2lr (Turk of Veleoma), cl24v (merchants of Selonika) etc. For easterners
chartering ships to take the cloth across the Adriatic see idem clév
(150 beles to Castelmuove or Alessio), c26r (to Alessio or Durazzo),
el51r (120 bales to Castelnuovo or Velons). See also idem oblr (
insures kerseys Ancons to Coron). The change can also be seen in ASCA, 121,
¢28v-31r where numbers of Turks, Greeks, Armeniens snd Regusans oan be found
importing silk, cemlets and hides and exporting cloth. Although many
Ragusans can be found in the 1518 libro de depositeris, ASCA, 118, there
were no Turks and very few Greeks.
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cen be seen throughout the period. The old Italian dominstion of Balkan
and eastern Mediterrsnean trede was being undermined by the rise of local

shipping end local nrchmu.l

In fect Regusans and Greeks were to be found
rot only buying Florentine cloth in Ancone but also in Florence 1tulf.2
Less well known eince their activities did not often tske them beyond the
coast are the Turkish snd Armenian merchants who figure quite frequently in
‘nconitan sources.

Once Ancona had become established 28 an international cloth mart,
other buyers snd sellers of cloth were attracted to the ecity. Apart from
the sales of cloth from other Italian cities, sales of Inglish and Flemish
cloth, which were rare before 1520 and then had oome probably vie Messina
and Raguu,’ now become more common., The nale of kerseys cen be found in
Ancona as early as 1501,4 but salea of kerseys as well es panni de Londre
become much more frequent in the 1520s. A large consignment sold imn 1527

wes 390 kerseys end 20 penni de Londra for a total of 4,054 ducats.”

References to the ssle of penni de Fisndra, panni limosisri (from the
Limousin) snd penni srmentini (from Ammentieres) cen slso be found.® From
the west a further source was Carcassonne from which cloth was imported into
Ancona on behalf of Florentine merchants of Lyons.' Although for the most

pert the impetus for the consigmment of cloth to Ancona came from outsiders,

1. Yor a discussion of this development in the eestern Mediterraneen see
H, Inaleik, 'Burse and the Commerce of the Levant', JESHO, 111 (1960),
Pp.131-47, especially p.141.

2. R. de Roover, 'A Florentine Firm of Cloth Manufacturers', Speculum,

xvi (1941), p.19.

3« Tor English ships snd English cloth coming to Haguse from Messine see
DAD, Div.Not., 93, ©59r, ©l4Tr; 94, o7lr, 1ll8v.

4‘ 7 ASA 6-7' 0116'0

5¢ 11 ASA 1718 cB8r. For other references to the sale of English cloth in
Ancona see 11 ASA 15-16 659v, 60r; 13 ASA 25-26 clév, 1Tr, 20®, T6ry

11 Asa 17-18 c44v, 48r, 6lr, 139r., Sellers included Ancond tans,
Florentines, Venetians, Genoese, Lucchesi and Cermens.

6. 11 ASA 17-18 el7xr, 117v, 143r; 21 ASA 1 cT4v ete.
7. 11 ASa 15"16 0712. 156'0
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2 new direction to the cloth trade can be found in contracts errenging for
the carriege of cemlets overland to Flanders to be reinvested in ‘nglish
cloth or other goods. For example, im April 1523, three merchents of Ancona
confessed themselves debtors of e Florentine for 1,706 dueats (1,523 ducats
in cloth end 183 ducate in cesh). They exchenged the cloth and cash for
685 pleces of cemlet in Ancona, snd one of the merchants, Frencisco Piergentile,
promised to taeke the camlets to Flanders and there invest in whet merchandise
seemed best to hin.l
The fact that it wes camlets that this merchant contrected to take
overlend illustrates the other side of the development of the Anconiten
nerket during this period. For, just es the changes in Florence's eastern
trade turned Ancona into & cloth mart, so did they establish the city as a
centre for the sele of those Baulkan and esstern goods which had previously
travelled through Ancons to Florence. Much of the exchange of eastern and
western goods in Ancona was done by meens of barter, though the goods
bartered were always also velued in money. Englizh cloth was bortered
ageinst rhubarb,? velvet egainst silk,” cloth of Armentisres sgainst
camlets? end in June 1527 e mixture of English, Florentine end Flemish oloth
wea s0ld to some Greeks, psyment to be mede with a gnlhon.s
All these factors made Ancona s far more attractive port of eall for
the merchants of other centres, and it is in the 15208 thet the city beceame
truly cosmopolitan. As the Venetisn, Marco Dandolo, wrote in 1525:-6
La terra [Ancons] e bellissima, piene di merchandanti de ogni
netione et maxime greci e turchi, et fase facende essai, et 1i

fo affermato per nostri [veneziani] che ereno di 1i, che ei haves
g‘sto in questo amno pessato per mille duceti di fecende; et

1. Idem 068v; see also idem oTlr.
2, 11 ASA 17-18 eBr.

3¢ 11 ASA 15-16 cl87v.

4. 11 ASA 17-18 o145z,

5« 1Ibid ¢ll7r. Leventine goods were also, naturally, sold for cesh or on
& normal credit bessis. See ibid ol2v, 28v,

6. m“p op.cit. m'. 20"‘60 Also llb;ri, op.cit, 2nd ser, iii, 67.
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in quelli giorni eranc fionti 7 schierszi groseissimi de
Turchi molto ben cargi.

Some idee of the change csen be seen by compering this quotation with the
remarks of another Venetien, Domenico Trevisano, who visited the city
thirteen years earlier in 1510 = "Gli Anconiteni sono industriosi, ma
poveri; non hanno nevi da navigare, e si -tamo."z

¥hile Ancons beceme a reel entrepot for the cloth trade only in the
15208, she hed ootupied such & position in relation to the hide trade from
the esrly sixteenth century and on a smell scale even in 1479-84. The
main festures of thie trade were the import of hides from a number of
regions in central Burope, the Balkans end the Black Sea and their sale
to the lntl‘nor indurtry of Ancona itself, and to a number of cities in
central Itely that had leather industries well beyond their loecal consumption
requirements, The evidence for this inland trade ie mainly in the form of
sales of hides to merchants from these inland cities. Although there is
virtually no direct evidence in notaries' contracts of the trasnsport of
hides to these ocities, confirmation that I am right in assuming that these
merchants did take the hides home after purchasing them and incidentally a
good deseription of Anconitsn trade, is given by e document in the Florentine
erchives, This document, & report to Fope Gregory X111, is comparing
Ancone's past glooy with its present nm:m..-’

see che le fiere di Recanati, di Foligni, di Lanciano e di Farfs,
sono derivate, mantenute e deteriorate del mantenimento, et
nencamento del comertio d\'Lnoom, et che mentre fu in easere,

8i viddero in quella citta, case ricchissime di mercsati ...

11 quali soggerivano tutte le pennine, che si mandavano in

1. 'The place is very besutiful, crowded with merchants of every
nation and in particulsr Greeks and Turks, and they do plenty of
business. It was affirmed by our compatriots who were living there,
that 500,000 ducats' worth of business was done there in this last
year., In those deys that we were there, seven enormous Turkish
Schirezzi srrived fully loaded.'

2. Senuto, op.cit. x, 553 8lso Alberi, op.oit. 2nd ser. iii, 37.
'The Anconitsns are industrious, but poor; they have no ships
to eeil, end they stey et home.'

3+ ASF, Carte Strozzisne, lst ser. 318, 00.46-47.
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Levante, e con grendissima utﬂit\a si facevano le comsutationi

di cere, di lini, di ciambellotti, di cordovani e d'altiri corri,

che conei poi dalla Pergola, dalla Rocca Comtrads, da Fabriano,

e da Camerino per uso di sole, ne abondava, non solo, tutto lo 1

stato Eoclesiastico, ma anco non poca parte del Regno di Napoli ...
To the four cities above, Florence, Norcis, Sassoferrato, San Cinesio,
Cingoli end Sent'Angelo in Vado should be edded as centres of tanning
whose merchants bought hides imported through Ancona.

In the early sixteenth century this hide trade expanded rapidly
and was almost certainly the most importsnt branch of commerce. In the
whole period, 1479-84, only three ssles of hides worth more than 100 ducats
were found. In the single year, 1502, there were 21 end thers were 68 in
1509, There were two contracts worth more than 300 ducats in 1502, 13 in
1509 and 23 in 1527. During the period 1500-27, the origin and type of
hides elso changed emphssis. Whereas in the fifteenth century hides from
different parts of Italy, especially Tuscany, had been sold in Ancona,
from 1500 onwards the only Italian hides on the market were local ones
such ss those bought from the officials of the becceria. Little detailed
information has been found on this institution. Also known as the macello,
it woe & form of indireot taxetion that was farmed each year and had something
to do with the pasturing and slsughter of livestock. 7The farm was usually
taken up by leading merchants and would eppear to be different from the
other farms of indirect taxes in that it required, nmot only the collection
of taxes, but also the mansgement of what seems to have been a fairly large
business venture. Socattered references to the activities of these institutions
can be found in the notarial records. In one contract the fm;n sold sheep

for a total of 1900 ducats.” In another they bought sheep from & man of

Lecce.” In a contract of the 1540s they promised to sell all the skins

1. '... thet the fairs of Recanati, Foligno, Lencieno and Farfa began,

kept going and declined es a result of the preservation and diminution

of the commerce of Ancons. While this commerce flourished, one saw in

thet oity the splendid houses of merchants ... who handled all the cloth
that wes sent to the Levant, end very profitably exchenged it for wax,

flex, camlets, cordovens and other hides which were then tanned by men of
Pergola, Rocce Contrats, Fabriano and Cemerino, to be made into shoes,
sufficient not only for all the States of the Church but elso for & good part

of the mﬁ- } 4 o!
2, 1 A8A 16 o 77.° on 3. 33 ASA 17 o498v.
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of certain types of animal slaughtered in the current year.l In the same
year they contracted to sell to a group of Anconitan shoemakers all hides
of cattle killed up to a certain dato.2 It seems that by the 15408 the
officials were importing livestock, especially sheep, to be pastured in
the neighbourhéod of Ancona. These came prineipally from Apulis, but also
from Slavonia.3

Apart from this locel source, and far more important, were the
imported hides. The prime source for these during the carly sixteenth
century were the ports of the northern Adriatic, especially Trieste,
exporting what were known as gori teotonici. At the same time hides
vwere brought in from Constantinople in the course of voyages to the Levant.
These were known as gori de moncastro, & port at the mouth of the Iniester
(Cetatea Alba in Romania).? By 1509 the gori teotonici had lost their
predominance and were increasingly chellenged by what were known as gori
de gretis from both sides of the Balkan peninsula. By the 1520s both
these courses of supply were probably equally hi)ortant and had been joined
by hides from an even wider range. To the earlier cori de moncsstro from
the Black Sea were now added gori de Varna end gori de Keffa, end from the
other side of the Ottoman Empire hides were making up much of the cargoes
that came from Alexandris. In addition to the wider area from which the
hides were drawn, there was a tendency through the period for dressed
leather as well as crude hides to be imported. This wes either in the
form of cordovens or as finished articles, partioularly saddlery.

In the same way that cloth brought with it many other articles of
trade, the expansion of the hide trade also attracted other goods into

the ocity. Sometimes this was because the srticle was a complementary

1. 39 43a 1 oS2v. 2, Idem o87v.
3¢ 33 ASA 17 ©498vy 39 ASA 1 e59v, 68v, 85v, 88r.

4. Por Florentines buying these hides in the Levant see Richards,
°Po¢1" p.172.
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good in the making of leather. The most significant of such complementery
goods were gallnuts from the ports of southern Albania and the Norea.
Gallnute (yelones) were an essential ingredient in the tanning of leether
and ss such were imported into Ancona throughout the period studied. A
report of 1624 to the Cinque Savii alla Mercenzia at Venice recalled an
ingenious piece of commercial warfire of eighty years ;:nvioualys-l

Ancore cosa e che dove concorreno 1li pellami ivi capitanc le

vallonie; et mentre non vi sie vallonia con quale essi corami

a'acconciamo senza dubbio riesce infruttuosmo il correme in

Ancona, et luochi circonvioini ...

Per for, che le vallonie, che si raccoglono nella lores,

et isole dell'ircipelego capitessero in questa citta, habbiemo

trovato, che 1'Eccellentissimo Senato 1l'anno 1545 convene per

due enni 2 quelli della Romania alta, et bassa che portavano

vallonie in questa citta privileggio d'esentione de datii

d'uscita delle cerisee de Londre, delli quali guella gente &

quei tempi si provedeva, et questo per deviar dette vallonie

d'Ancone che a quel tempo ancora sturbave il negotio di questa

pilltl see
Apart from such complementary goods, products originating from the same
area as the hides were brought to Ancons with the expansion of this trade.
In this cetegory came a very wide ranp of articles from the Balkans and
the eastern Mediterrenean such as iron, wex, fish and the goods mentioned
earlier as being brought in exchange for cloth.

In the third main field of trade, the collection and distribution
of agrioultural goods, change and expension from the fifteenth-century
position of Adriatic self-sufficiency can be seen. In medieval times
Ancona was considered an exporter of agricultural goods as her commercisl

treaties with Venice show.’ In the period, 1479-84, Ancons still exported

1. Archivio di Stato at Venice, Cingue Savii alls Mercensis, n.s.iii,
4ncona n.p.

2. 'Where hides go, there slso goes yalonea; and when there is no
Yalonea with which to tan the hides, then no doubt the hide trade of
Ancona and neerby places will prove unprofitable ... That yalones,
which is gathered in the Morea and in the islands of the Archipelago,
should come to this city (Venice), we found that the Senate in the
Year 1545 granted for two years to those men of Upper end Lower Romanias,
who brought mng to this city, the privilege of exemption from the
export duties on London kerseys. Those people took advantege of this,

and the objeet was to divert from Ancons, which at that time w
411 a4 d e
3, g.. :t?)rgf.n‘ the business s oty ...'
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some agricultural goods but was also on occasion en importer as was seen
above, From the early sixteenth century Ancona relied incressingly on

the impert of agricultural goods, though not all these were destined for
looal consumption. The most important new supply of grein was from the
Aegean, ocarried normelly by Ragusen ships in the course of their inter-
national trade in grain. Ragusan grain ships collected their cergoes in
Sicily, southern Italy or the Aegean and then distributed over a wide area.
The first reference that has been found to the Marche as & destination was
in 1502.1 From this date onwerds such references become much commoner.
Pesaro and Rimini were often named ss alternative unloading ports.’

Without better statistics, it would be impossible to sey for certain
whether Ancona snd its territory provided sufficient food for its own
consumption or not. For in the sixteenth century the re-export of produce
from Ancona itself, es well 2s the chartering of boats to pick up cargoes
at intermediate ports continued. To the former destinations in the north
end east Adriatic were now added deficit aress further afield such as the
ports of the Tyrrhenisn Ses.’ One thing is clear, however, snd that is
that the expension of this third branch of trade further encoursged the
voyages to Ancona of such general carriers of the Mediterranean as the
Gencese, the Ragusans and the Greeks.

It should be understood that although distinction between these three
branches of trade has been made for the purpose of enslysis, the intersction
between them was close. What had happened by the 15208 was that Ancona had
become & general entrepot for & considerable range of goods and as such had

1. m’ mm ‘1. °76'.
2. hrunmmwmmuml.ulgﬂ.

AL

3. 13 ASA 5 e227r to Civitaveocchia Fermo or Pesaro); 13 ASA 6 el27v
to Civitavecchia (yis Senigellia); idem cl56v to Francavilla (yis Ortona);
11 ASA 13-14 o2lr to le Spezia or Genoa; idem o50r to Malsge, Cediz or
Seville (yia Berletta) eto.
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attracted a fairly large resident colony of foreign merchants, as well as
attracting the custom of general carriers and travelling merchants. For
& port to be successful as an entrepot, however good its harbour or its
communicaetions, it is desirable that merchents and ship-owners can invest
the proceeds of their imports in exports so as to avoid idle capital and
idle ships. These were the kind of facilities that Ancona was able to
offer by the 15208, Turks end Greeks from the other side of the Adriatic
could take back cloth in return for their camlets and hides. Merchants
involved in the trade to Flanders could exchange c¢loth for camlets.
Central Italiens could buy hides and camlets in exchange for their cloth.
The same applied to shipping. Ships which brought hides from Ragusa or
Constantinople were likely to take cloth back or grein would be exchanged
for hides in Trieste. Even ships from the Aegean carrying grain could
depend on a profitable, if not & bulky, cargo out of Ancona. The trade of
Ancona wes thus by this date nicely balanced.

In the period 1541-51 the structure of trade that had developed by
1527 remained the same in outline but significant changes in detail can
be observed. The volume of trade was probably higher than in the 1520s.
This is difficult to establish conclusively, The customs peyment recorded
for & nine month period in 1541-2 was 11,592 ducats’ compared with 3,209
ducats for a sixe-month period in 1527.2 This certainly overstates any
growth in the trade of the port, however, as the figures would have been
inflated by the flood of business that followed the signing of peace between
Venice and Turkey in October, 1540.> Nevertheless this higher ocustoms

Peyment probably reflects a change in the right direction. A scale of

1. ASCA 431. 2, ASCA 121,

3. ;‘6 .:xluu-. 'Winchoombe Kerseys in Antwerp (1538-44)', EcHR (1936),
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business thet would heve seemed to be exceptional in the 15208 had become
by the 15408 quite normal.

By the 1540s the sale of cloth in Ancons had almost certainly out-
stripped the sale of hides as the leading sector of Anconiten commerce.

And within this cloth trede it was the sale of inglish end Flemish cloth
brought overland, seen to have been developing in the 1520s, that was the
most important part. The sales of Florentine cloth had dwindled elmost to
nothing, reflecting the disruption of the industry that followed the
struggles of the late 1520s., Siena had by now replaced Florence as the
nost important Italian source.

The northern cloth that arrived in Ancona was mainly in the form of
kerseys, particularly Winchcombe kerseys, panni de lLondra end wltrafini.
There is no clear indicetion of the nature or provensnce of these ultrefini
which were in fact the most common sort of cloth sold on the Anconitan market.
They came on the same boats and were consigned to the same merchants as the
other types of cloth which sre clearly English and have therefore been taken
as English "superfine” cloth, though there is no direct evidence that this
is correct.’ Most of the references to cloth are in sales contraots or in
charterperties for carriage io the ports of the eastern Adriatic, especially
Regusa, Castelnuovo (Herceg Novi) and Velons,” and it is difficult to get
much idea of the organization of the trade from Antwerp to Ancona. Thet
some of the cloth was brought by river and see from Ferrara on the last
leg of its journey can be established from entries in the ocustoms régister
for 1551 which records the srrival of ships from Perrars carrying oloth.’
There is no resson to believe, however, that all the cloth came by sea on
the last part of its journey. Though presumably somewhet more expensive,

1. I em indebted to Prof. E. M. Carus-¥ilson for this suggestion.

2. These last two ports were probably more important than Regusa in the
trans-Adriatic trade by this date,

3+ ASCA 507 entries 1, 132, 257, 313,
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cloth which hed already gone from intwerp to distributing centres in
northern Italy could surely go the short distance further to Ancona by
land, It would most likely be gquicker and would reduce to a minimum the
possibility of damage being done to the cloth by sea-wster. OSuch damage
was the subject of two contracts in which assessors stated their opinion

of the cause of some kerseys being “"guaste nlumto".l

Fortunately, much more can be learned sbout the trade between Antwerp
and Ancona from the researches of Brulez and Edler. Brulez hes enalysed a
seriee of registers in Brussels oconcerning a tax of 1 per cent which was
placed on all goods exported from the Low Countries in 1543-45, end has
extracted from it material relating to exports, meinly inglish end Flemish
cloth, by land to It.ly.z He estimated that this branch of commerce
represented 17 per cent of all Antwerp's export trede and sbout 40 per cent
of Antwerp's export trade by lud.’ This probably underestimates the
importance of the land trade to Italy in other years since much of the
Mnglish trensit trede had been diverted to Hemburg to avoid the tex.? The
destination of these exports to Italy is given in 62.8 per cent of the
entries in the register. Anslysis of the destinations shows that Ancona
(34.9 per cent) and Venice (29.3 per cent) domineted the trade’ - en
indication of the importance of Levantine markets to Antwerp, and of course
to England: since both Ancona end Venice were more important as forwarding
stations to the Levant than &s consumption merkets.

Amongst the experters, Italisns were predominant, with 63 per cent of
the total against 23 per cent by :Ph-ing-.s The Italisns were even more
Predominant in the export to Ancona, the Flemings preferring to send their

1. 31 ASA 13 co 111-2,436v.

2. ¥, Brulez, 'L'exportation des Pays~Bas vers 1'Italie’ xiv
(1959), 461-91. » Annales,

3« Idem p.465. 4. Idem p.463.
5+ Idem p.475. 6. Idem p.470.



goods to Vonioo.l One cther group of some importance in exporting to

Ancona were the Spanisrds and Portug\uu.z Nearly all the goods exported

were carried by specialist intermetional haulage firma,

3 Brulez considers

this development an outstanding feature of sixteenth century international

trade, in that it reduced costs, removed the problem of transport end the

reiterated disbursal of money from the merchent, end above all sllowed the

small merchant to take part in long distance lend trade =s he hed long been

able to do at sea.? Six firms carried practically sll the goods carried

from Antwerp to Italy during this period. Each of the firme hed its own

routes, The mein firms cerrying goods consigned to Ancona were two
Milenese firme, Giovenni Angelo d'Annoni end Jeronimo Rovelasoo whose

routes lay through Switzerland, and the Lorrainer, Pierre Thierry whose

routes lay through Inrrn.im.’ It seems that the routes of &ll three of

these firms converged in Italy at Milan, and then went to Ferrara which

seems to have been the terminel and transhipment centre for these central

Puropean hsulsge firms.

6

The letter-book of one of the exporters, the Antwerp commission house

of Pieter van der liolen and Brothers, has been studied for the years 1538-44

by Dr Edler.! This firm consigned kerseys and other cloth to Itelien

merchants in Ancons and Genoa. Their correspondents in Ancona were

Bernardo Morando and CGiovenni Smu.' Both these merchants can be traced
in notaries' contrects, libro de depositeria snd customs register in Ancona.”

1.
3.
5.
6.

T.
9.

I‘.. ”.‘77-0. 2. x‘oodtc
Idem ”0465.1. 4. loc.cit.
ldem pp.467-70,

loc.cit. Also on the routes see {ua. 'Les routes commerciales
d'ingleterre en Italie su XVIe siecle', Studd in opore di A, Fenfeni
(Milan, 1962), iv, 121-04 and E, (:ooznurt. 'Les routes commercisles d'Anvers

en Italie au XVIe sidole', Annales de GSographie, xxxvi (1927), 168-9.
m.l‘. op.cit. ”051.62. 8., Idem p.58.

For Senati see below, Appendix C, p.20Z
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Dr Edler tells us that "the Antwerp sgents purchesed Winchcombe kerseys

for their Ancona and Cenoese principals in two ways: f{rom Inglish merchants
who brought cloths to the fairs of Antwerp and Bergen-op-Zoom and from
Italien merchants residing in London, who were evidentally agents for the
English olothim.”l

At the other end of the route from Antwerp, the cloth was r;!onligmd in
Anoona to & group of merchents, meinly of Italian and especially of Florentine
origin, who sold the cloth in incona to merchants from the eastern
liediterranesn., MNost important amongst the latter were a mew group who had
not previously played a very significant role in the city. These were Jews,
desoribed as either Levantine or Portuguese, many of whom were resident in
the city. It was these men who consigned the ocloth on the last stage of its
Journey into Turkish territory. In the hide trade also this group of merchents
from the eastern Mediterranean were of much greater significeance in the 1540s.
Although the same type of Italian or Ragusan import-export merchant that had
dominated the trede in eerlier years still existed, some of his functions hsd
now been taken over by Jewish or Levantine merchantes who sold the hides and
other goods which they had brought on their own ships direct to the repre-
sentatives of the inland cities.

The large number of Leventine and Jewish merchaents in Ancona were o
feature of the piszza that struck most visitors. Sarecini indicates that
they camein two waves, in 1533 and 1549. He says that the first wave came
as @ result of a famine which encouraged ships from the eastern Mediterreneen
to bring grain to Ancona. Many of the Marrences snd Jews who brought this
érein stayed in Ancons "spplicandosi, chi & mercantare, chi a fare senserie,

e ohi ed altri essercitii, che pero gustendo quelli del sito dells Citte
¢ guadegno s'sccassarono, @ divennero in essa (con il tempo) Mercentd

1. Edler, op.cit, p.58.
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ricchissimi ...1 The parallel with the arrival of morthern shipping in the
Mediterraneen in the 15908 is an interesting one. The description of the
second wave of immigrants in 1549 provides a good picture of the port at
that tinoxz

Successe l'anno 1549 nel quale venne in Ancone ad habitere gran
gente forestiera, particolarmente di Mercanti Fiorentini, Lucchesi,
Senesi, Romani, Venetiani, e Urbinati, con le loro feamigliej; e di
Levante vennero, Sciotti, e altri Greoci diversi, lercanti Marani,
Bebrei, Leventini, Turchi, Armeni; e dell'isola di Sicilia diverse
famiglie, come anco dalle Dalmetis, d'Alemegna, di Francia, e di _
Piendre; ondeé per il concorso de'Mercenti, si fsveva in essa Citts
gran negotii, venendo di continuo nel suo Porto navilii diversi,
detti, schirazzi, charavelle, e d'altre sorte, @ nomi ohiamati,
oarichi di Cori, Cordoveni, Lane, Sete, Cere, Ciambellotti, Droghe,
Reobarbari, Zuechari, e di Piandra Piombi, Carisee, e altre diverse
mercante, che non bastavano per esse, le botteghe, e 1i soliti
Magezzeni entichi, con le Case per habitare 1i concorsi Mercanti;
onde si diedero gl'Anconitani ad accrescere, con novelle fabriche,
1'entiche loro habitationi, e ferne dell'alire de fondamenti,
essendo cresciute le pigioni di esse, due terszi di piu, di quello
era solito affitarsi, perch'erano multiplicati gl'habitori, al
numero di due mile, e settecento anime, e piu, dal tempo, che 3
Pauolo III reintegrd la Cittd 4'Ancons delli publici offitii [1538].

The colony of Jews and karrences in Ancons was en important link in the
Buropean trading network set up by their co-religionists. Under the

l. GSarecini, op.ocit, p.347. 'e.. applying themselves, some to trade, some
to brokerage, and others to other businesses; end since they enjoyed the
situation of the city end the profits, they settled down and became, in
til., the richest merchants in the dt’ oes'!

2. Ildem Pe 5610

3« 'There followed the year 1549 in which there came to Ancona to live
a great crowd of foreigners, perticularly merchants of Florence, Lucce,
Siena, Rome, Venice and Urbino with their families; and from the eest
came men of Chios and other Creeks, Marrano merochants, Jews, Levantines,
Turks and Armenians; end from the island of Sieily seversl families,
a3 well as from Dalmatia, Germany, France end Flanders. Az & result
of the gathering of merchents, much business was done in the city and
ships were constantly coming into the port. These were called
Schirezzi, carevels and various other nemes, end were loaded with
hides, cordovans, wool, silk, wax, camlets, drugs, rhubarb and sugar,
end from Flenders leed, kerseys and other merchendise. Indeed the
shops end the old warehouses were not big emough for all these goods,
nor were there anough houses for all these merchants to live in. 4nd
80 the Anconitans applied themselves to enlarge their old houses with
new building and to build others from the foundations, for the rents
had gone up, two-thirds or more, from what they had been accustomed to
let them at. And the reason for this was that the population had
incressed by 2,700 and more souls from the time that Paul I1I restored
to the City of Ancone its own civil government.'
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leadership of Portuguese Marranoes who had learned their business in Lisbon
and Antwerp, this trading network hed es its headquarters, from the 1530s
on, the great cities of the Ottoman Empire. For 2 period of two or three
decades the Cttoman rulers went close to involving themselves in the seme
sort of mercantilist relationship with these Jewish merchents and finenciers
as western rulers were to undertake with their subjects in the seventeenth
century. As Ellis Rivkin, who has written a very interesting paper on this
subject sayst=

Though this Ottoman flirtation with Marrano-inspired mercantilism

was short-lived, it had carried in its wake an outbmrst of economic

activity in the Mediterranean and adjoining aress under Ottomen

control that was little less than phenomenal ... Granted great

economic and political privileges in Turkey, the Marranos lost no

time in putting their entrepreneurial skills to work. Under the

vigorous leadership of Don Joseph [Nesi], the rich resources of

the Ottoman reslms were fully exploited. They engaged in lerge

scale trading operations in cloth, textiles, grain, petter, wool,

etc., that knit together Poland, Hungary, the Balkens, the Levant

end Italy.l
Ancone, at this time exceptionally tolerant to the Jon.z was one of the
major outlets of this trade to the markets of western Zurope. As such, the
city naturelly attrascted a large colony of Jewish and Merrano merchants
anxious to retain their contacts with their fellows in western Xurope end
the Ottomen Rmpire. Although the Jewish colony in Ancons was to suffer a
rude setback in 1555, when Papal tolerance wes reversed with the publication
of the Bull 'Cum nimis absurdum' by Paul IV and the subsequent suto-da-fe
of apostate Marrsnos, it pleyed an extremely importent part in raising
Ancona to its peak as an entrepot. Individusl Jews were amongst the leading
merchants in Ancona, such as Aron “ottone snd Giacomo Cavaliero whose
ectivities are listed in Appendix C’ or Doctor Barboeo who hed been to the

Indies snd was femous es & leading Jewish docter. Indeed the latter's

1. Ellie Rivkin, "Marreno-Jewish Entrepreneurship end the Ottomsn
Mercantilist Probe in the Sixteenth Century', Faper read at the
Third Internationsl Conference of Ecomomic Historiens held at
Munich 1965, pp.1-5.

2. See p. o2 3. Pp,21-242,
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activities want beyond the commercial sphere and in 1555 he was saved from
the autoeda-fe because of the work that he had done for the city.l liore
important than individusls, however, in Ancona's development was the fact
that it was the Jews, more than anyone, who were able to exploit the
Ottoman riches on which Ancona's trade depended.

A very good idea of the import trade of the oity by sea right at the
end of the period studied can be had from an analysis of the sole surviving
customs register which covers three months in 1551.° This register, while
it indicates the changes that had occurred in the city eince the fifteenth
century, elso shows how much continuity there was in the petit csbotage that
was essential for the city to exist et all. During this period the arrival
of 321 incoming ships wes registered. It is poseible to divide the types
of shipping using the port into three categories according to sise.” Of
the ships in the register, 292 belonged to the smallest category, 23 to the
middle category end only 6 to the largest. In terms of cerrying capacity,
it is estimated that between two-thirde and three-quarters of the total
tonnage was made up of the smellest uﬁmry.4 In this respect the results
in Anconz ere similer to those of other ports in the Mediterranean where &
compersble enalysis hes been possible.’ Indeed, compered with Carrere's

1. C. Roth, The House of Nasi, Dons Grscia (Philadelphis, 1947), pp.138, 146.
2. ASCA, 507. 21 May = 31 Aug. 1551,

3+ Four mein ways of classifying shipping have been used. These are price
when sold, oarrying capacity, size of crew and the name given to the type
of ship by contemporsries. All four methods have their drawbacks but
point nevertheless to the seme general classification. The three cate-
gories used here are distinguished by the generic nsmes pave, naviglio
and barca. The dividing line in terms of tonnege is about 75 tons and
150 tons though there is considerable overlap. For a further discussion
of types of ship using the port see below pp. !34-41.

4. This estimate, which is very approximste, is deduced by multiplying the
number of ships in each category by the average tomnage of thet categhry
of ship es quoted in the charter-parties that appeer in the notarial
records for 1550-1.

5« C. Carrere, op.cit, pp.67-156. See slso the discuseion in M. Mollat (ed.),
e Colloque d'Histoire Meritime (Peris, 1962), p.118.
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analyeis of shipping at Barcelona in the early fifteenth century, the share
of small shipping it Ancona wes even luuor.l This probably reflects the
difference in the normal trading area of the two ports. For the range of
goods that could be brought to Ancona from the ports of the Adriatic and
Ionien Seas, Barcelona had to rely on the whole western Mediterramnean, and
indeed for some goods on the Atlantic as well.

However, when these ships are analysed by the value of the goods carried,
® very different pioture is obtained.’ For instance, 9 sohireszi, mediun-
sized vessels from the ports of Albanie and southern Yugoslavia, alone
caerried 44 per cent by value of the imports., These ships carried hides,
camlets, mohsir and rew silk brought overland across the Balkens, lost of
the consignees were Jewish or Levantine merchants either resident in Ancona
or travelling with the ships. A further 20 of the smallest category of ships
carried 356 per cent by value of the imports. These were bringing cloth from
Ferrers, and in contrest to the gohirazzi discussed ebove, most of the
consignees were Italian, Thus, 29 ships, less than 10 per cent of the total,
and none of them very big, were carrying 80 per cent by value of the total
imports. The 6 large ships carried only about € per cent of the total.

These were loaded mainly with grain and salt, The remaining 286 ships
cerried only 14 per cent of the total,

Itth-.-ortofmlnhulppnodtombnthrtmtolh:lp-

& similer picture emerges. The three main classes of good that entered into
international trede, that is hides, cloth snd camlets, represented 7¢ per cent
of the velue of all goods imported in this register. If the other goods clearly

1. Carrere, loc.cit.

uﬁumwmldn‘upﬂwaomm%mcduwmﬁmd
goods that paid specific duties by the
the mmtmn docu-n“ ts of the yeers
° goods that d no du
wes reckoned in the seme way, mumumumuos; i
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of sn "internationsl" rather then "local" nature are added, such ss raw silk,
cotton, cerpets, wax, spices and dyes, the total comes to some 83 or 84 per
cent., An indicestion of the favourable treatment given to this kind of trade
by the suthorities at Ancona is that these goods paid only 70 per cent of the
customs' duties 28 recorded in the register.

The remaining 286 ships which carried only 14 per cent by value of the
total imported represent the normal trade of Ancona which was necessary to
maintein the city's own consumption requirements. A very wide range of goods
throughout the Adriatic made up this total. Some boats thet were registered
carried nothing or just a box belonging to the boat's owner. But of those
that were loaded, the diversity of the trade and the degree of specieslizstion
that it implied within the Adriatic csn be seen from an examination of those
cargoes whose &ppearance was most frequent. Thus of goods that came mainly
from the north and east Adriatic, timber formed the bulk of the cargves of
31 of these small boats, fish of 17, cheese of 1} and nails of 9. To edd to
cheese and fish, another element of the Italian diet is shown by the consigne-
ments of onions and garlie, particularly the latter, which made up the cargoes
of 29 boats, meinly from the western Adriatic, Other prominent cargoes were
mercery, probably mainly from the Po valley (22 cargoes); pots, pans, jars
and earthenvere (24); fwrniture snd mats (8); barrels, probably mainly
returned empties (13), and grain. Grain was imported on 14 ships of all sizes
but 80 or 90 per cent of the import during this period came on 5 ships, two
from Greece, one from Alsxandria, one origin unknown end one from Senigallia
"per fortuna", One other importent cargo registered during this period was
that of = Regusan ship with & large cargo of salt. Unfortunately the loading
port was not registered and in faect it is difficult to get much idea of the
trade in salt et eny time during the period studied. For e short period
between 1517 end 1524, Ancone was used as the destinstion of ships chertered
by the Camers Apostolioa to carry salt from Ibisza, During this period
charter-parties and quittance of freight of 49 ships engaged in this trade
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appesr in the notarial oontnota.l But apart from this, references to salt
in the noteries' contracts are very few and en overall picture of the salt
trede is impossible to achieve.

How typical the information is on which this brief enalysis is based,
is diffioult to say. Certainly the period of only just over three months is
e very short one, and there is no reason to assume that it forms an adequate
bagis for genersl assumptions on the structure of Anconitan commerce. The
notariel records are of little help in appraising the stetistical velue of
the register. In the whole of the year 1551, mention has been found of only
44 ships in the notaries' contracts, and of these, 24 belcnged to the largest
categories of shipping. Of the six large ships registered as entering the
port, only three can be traood.z A further problem is that, even in the
context of & single yesr, it can be argued that the months liay to August
can herdly be called representative. In particular it is possible that the
fact that the register relates to the summer months might have caused the
vomparative importance of small boats to have been overstated.

The question of winter navigation has aroused much interest amongst
historians., Braudel, for instence, considers that winter, both on land and
at sea, sew a great slackening of militery and commereisl motivity.’ Whilst,
& priori, there might seem good reason for this argument, variocus factors
could operate sgeinst the risk of shipwreck in winter. For instance, it
does not seem unlikely that the hazards were greater for oared ships than
for sailing ships. If, for this reeson, as Braudel indicetes, the winter
kept pirates and navies at home, this very faot might have provided an

1. These contracts are in volumes 1 ASA 33, 11 ASA 11-14,

2. Have 'Santa Maris di loreto' arrived from the Levant on 9 July (4SCA 507,
entry 151) and was chartered on 13 July (31 ASA 21-22 ol83r).
Ratrope Biagio Alegretti arrived on 30 July with & cergo of salt (entry 237)
and was chartered on 14 August (31 ASA 21-22 0209r). Neve 'Sento Croce’
arrived on 21 July from Alexsndrie (entry 194) and was chartered on 22
August by Turkish merchents to carry cloth to Castelnuovo (35 ASA 25 o326r).
No trece of the other pavi (entries 49, 267 end 297) cen be found in the
notarial contracts.

3. F. Braudel, le Mediterrente ..., op.cit, pp.210=220.
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incentive for commercial ssiling ships to risk the hazards of the weather.
The only continuous records at Anoone which can throw any light on this
problem sre those of the m.l This was & supplementary customs' duty
imposed on most clesses of goods entering end leaving the port from July
1558 to Pebruary 1563, Nonthly peyments give the following semi-annual

peromtmu-z
1558/9 1559/60 1560/1 1561/2

August - Jenuery 40 45 44 48
September = Februsxy 46 41 42 44
October - March 45 4 43 46

November - April 47 47 44 48
For what they are worth, these figures show a decline in trade during the
winter months but herdly a catastrophic one. There are several exsmples
of small bosts being chartered st incons during the winter wonths. For
instance in 1551 there were 17 charter-parties for the smallest category
of bost recorded in the extant notaries' books. Of these 17, two were in
Hovember, three in Janusry, three in February end one in March, Destinations
included Volons, Castelnuove and Rsgusa. At Regusa it was in the months of
lugust to March that the greetest activity wes seen in the chertering and
insursnce of ships to collect grain and distribute it in the ports of the
Adriatic end western th-’ Haturally the Hegusen grein tredo
was, despite its speculative nature, tied to hsrvest times whioh explains
its concentration in winter. The most sensible conclusion to be made sbout
winter navigation is that, if sgriculture demended it, then ships went to

1. ASCA, 363,

2. These figures have had to be presented as semi-snnusl percentages
becsuse both Pebrusry and July hed figures consistently higher than
those of other months, suggeeting that in these months half-yearly
socounts were paid in.

3+ This cen be established from the datee of nsulizate end insurance
contracts, Of the 60 or 80 in the for the calendar
years 1541 and 1551 which are concerned with 8 sort of business,
nhmmmmuutg.mmmummy(m,
Diverss Notarise, 111, elé2v),



sea in winter, but that otherwise they preferred to concentrate their
trade in the swmer.

Probably more important than the possibility of the over-representaiion
of small ships in the customs register is the under-representation of large
ships. The really valuable cargoes which large shipa brought to Ancona
came from Fers end Rodosto, end no ship srrived from these ports during
this period. Normelly ships from Pera would arrive before May and would
spend the summer meking up their return cargoes before returning to the

’ Also as mentioned above, most of the Ragusen grain

eest in the autumn.
ships would be expected at Ancone later than August (harvest-time) and
earlier than iay.

Weak as this isolated source of statisties undoubtedly is, it does at
least suggest & pattern very similar to that obtained from the noterial
records alone. 4s a result of the sort of development that has been
described in this chepter, Ancona by mid-century can be seen 2s an important
T-junotion in the system of European trede-routes that had developed by that
date. The vertical stroke of the T ran north through Ferrarse, Milan, Basle
and Antwerp to London., The horizontal stroke ran through lorence and
Genoa or Leghorn to lLyons or larseilles in the west, and through Raguss,
Castelnuovo or Velona to Constantinople in the east. At the junction,
Italian and western Suropean menufactured goods and Italian egricultural
goods were exchanged for the raw materisls end manufactured goods of the
Turkish Hapire. Interesting too, is the fact that although Ancone is =
port, this was the junotion of two predominantly lsnd routes. Ancona was
to lose its importance later in the century as the verticel north-south link
became increasingly through Vemice or Trieste and as the horizontel easte-
west link beceme increasingly the Mediterreneen proper using Leghorm as a
vital redistribution cemtre. This later development should not disguise

1. This can be established in the same wey as the ebove though the result
13 not s0 clear cut nor are there so many examples.
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the fact that, in the middle of the sixteenth century, Ancone was 88
significant es an entrepot as Leghorn.

Indeed, Delumeau thinks that the traffic of Ancona in 1551 was equal
to that of Leghorn et the beginning of the seventeenth contux'y.l This is
borne out by the reseerches of Braudel and Romeno into the shipping of
Leghorn. From 1573 to 1593 - the period whemn they considered their sources
uost precise - they found only 3,000 ships registered as entering Leghorn
in the twelve years with surviving registers in this po:.-md.2 At sn everage
of 250 a year this would seem to show less sctivity then Ancona in 1551 with
320 ships cntcrhé in three months. Comparisons of this sort are however
very difficult to meske, since the type of ehip and the cargo they carried
clearly varied between the two ports. GSome indication that the registers
they studied may quite heavily understate the true picture is given by &
document found by d'Addario in the Florentine erchives. This is e generel
relation about the ¥lorentine State compiled for Cosimo I which gives
figures for ships loading and unloasding st Leghorn in the years 1547-50
which are much higher thsn Breudel's figures for the later poriod.j It
would probably be wisest to conclude that iAncone and Leghorn were about
equally importent in the middle of the sixteenth century. Judging from
the conclusions of Billioud on the commerce of Marseilles from 1515 to 1599,
it seems fairly clear that Ancons was handling more treffic than Marsoilles
at this pomd.4 While Ancona's prominence was short-lived, it should be
remembered that the conditions which led to the rise of Marseilles and

Leghorn to importance in the seventeenth century did not exist in the middle
of the sixteenth.

. J, Delumeey,

2. F. Broudel end R. Romeno, op.cit, pp.39-53.

3. A, d'Addario, 'Burocrezia, economia e finange dello Stato Fiorentino
slle meta del Cinquecento', ASI, exxd (1963), 444.

4. R, Collier end J. Billioud, Histoire du Commerce de Marseille, iii
(Paris, 1951), pp.329-33.
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The other major fscet of international trade thet can be seen from
the customs' register st Ancons, and which is mirrored in the notarial
contraets, is that at Ancons not only were eastern goods exchenged for
western goods, but elso thet these goods were exchanged by easterners end
westerners meeting face to fece. The goods from the Turkish lmpire were
brought to Ancons snd sold there by Turkish mhjoeul or Ragusans, Itelian
and western European goods were brought by western Iuropeans, especially
Itelians, dut also Flemings, Frenchmen, Portuguese and Germans. In this
wey Ancons can be seen 2s & true frontier between Islem and Christendom.
This development marks = stage in the resurgence of the commercisl vitality
of Islam and indeed of the eastern llediterrsnesn as & whole, which lies
between the late medieval pattern of Italian and Cetalan domination of

eastern lediterreanesn commerce and the pattern from 1600 omwerds of domination
by the new maritime powers of the Atlentic snd the Horth Ses.”

While this role of Ancona, just described, is undoubtedly the most
interesting from the point of view of the development of Eurcpeen trade
68 a whole, it should not be forgotten that the local ueu-xm-n;k that
existed before these developments, remeined much the grestest employer of
shipping, and that the sea-routes to the esstern lediterrenean continued
to be used., Geographiocslly, land connections with Egypt end the Aegeen
coastline of Greece made little sense, end these two destinations continued
to be an important employer of shipping, perticularly in the bulkier trades.

The fact that inoons mensged to lesve aside its normal geogrephical
mlg.uammmmmxlw.uwwawmuot

1. The term 'Turkish subjeet' is a loose one. But for some people the
choice to live on Ottomen s0il was more or less irrevocable. The
liarranos, for instance, were welcomed by the Ottoman Sultans only if
they reverted to Judsism. Their adoption of Judaisa wes a gusrantee
against their returming to most parts of Burope and thus s guarantee
of Mv. See¢ Rivkin, Opecity Pp.d-5.

2. cf, MM., ope.cit. T. Staianovi "The Conquering Belken Orthodox
Merchant', JEN, xx {1960). e
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distinction in the trade of the Mediterreneen region es a whole can be
seen to have been more the result of luck than of eny perticulerly goecd
Judgment on the part of the citizens of the oity. The geographicel position
of the city suited it perfectly to play the role it did in the altered
politicel eiroumstances of the sixteenth century.l Turkish snd Spanish
expansion and the instability that this csused in the waters of the
lMediterranean made land routes an attractive proposition, especielly with
the development of specialist overlsnd heulage companies. If land routes
were to be used for the carriage of those pgoods most in demend in the growing
market represented by the populous cities of the eastern Mediterrenean, then
these routes emanating from the centres of supply such ee London, Flanders,
Lyons and Tusceny almost certainly had to cross the Adriatic somewhere.
Ancona was the most suitable of the western Adriatic ports for the crossing.
An interesting example of the way in which Ancona's most likely rivel, Pesaro -
the port of the Duchy of Urbino - had fallen behind is seen in the result of
the Ancona "boycott". This was an attempt by a group of Ottoman Jews to
s SN TR O R 1 el sene-ddrtatis tende s revenge for
the burning of apostate Marrenos described -bon.z Partly successful, the
boyeott was hampered end eventually ebendoned psrtly es a result of the non-
cooperation of the Jews of Brusa who said that Pesaro was inadequately
equipped to handle a lerge volume of m.’ Perhaps of more interest
than the failure of Pesaro to compete successfully with Ancona was the
failure of Venice to dominste this trade as she was to do later, thoush
unfortunately when events hed egain chenged and once more much of the trade
wes being carried by sea.

Part of the reason for Vemetian inability to monopolize the trade,
“lthough she certainly carried a great deal of it even at the height of

1. For the geography of Ancons and en indi pera
cation of the com tive
benefite of its harbour see sbove PPe 23-29

2, P. 9. 2 0. “th’ 0p.01t. ”0154-9'
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inoona's success, can be seen in the facilities offered by Ancona. To
start with, the Anconiten customs' duties were very low, By the end of
the period, the general customs' duty on imported goods had come down to
one per cent and the duty on some of the more important goods was less even
than this.! For instance, cloth imported for sale in the city peid only
ten bolognini per bale. This was only one-thousandth of its value.?

Silk, camlets and hides also paid such nominsl rates of duty. Venetian

duties tended to be much higher snd goods moving through the city or

territory of Venice were often subjected to further costly rogulutim.’

Venetian ewareness of this problem is shown by a document in the Venetien
u'chivn.‘ This is the introduction to a copy of the Anconitan customs
tariff dated 1540 and runs:-

E manifesto ad ogn'uno che il gran corso che ha preso la
mercadantia in Ancona, et altri lochi sottovento ... a
grandissimo denno cosi del Publico [of Venice] come delli
privati habitenti in esss, et essendo precipuo fondsmento
delle facende de detti lochi de sottovento le carisee et
altre pannine de Ponente, che cepitano da 1i con spers de
intrate solua de soldi 16 per balla de mesza soma, et le robbe
che si concorrono 1i in gran quantitsd con poctissima spesa,
0108 ... [follows details of customs' rates in Ancona] pero
@ necessarioc levarli 1i Datii dell'intrade alle so tte
pannine di Ponente, et robbe della Romania Alta e Bassa,
alla quel anche altre volte 1i son sta levati in bona parte
m& non essendo tanto che basti all'effetto sopradetto ...
51 domenda la liberta dall'Egregio Consilio di Dieci ai
poter metter parte di levar il Datio dell'lIntrada alle

1. See sbove pp. 39-40.
2. 80 bolognini to the cucat. Bale of cloth in Ancoms 110-130 ducats.

3« ¥, Brules, 'L'exportation ««.', op.cit, P.478 explains the preference
of Italien merchants to ship through Ancona rether then Venice by the
conditions that Venice applied to foreigners.

4. Archivio 41 Stato at Venice, Cinoue Savii alla Mereansis, n.s.iid,
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predette robbe de Fonente ¢ Romeniat il che tornera e
grandissima utile di quests citta ete.l

In sddition to offering low rates of duty, Ancona treated the Levantine
and Jewish merchants &n whom her prosperity depended very well. GSpecial
facilities were laid on for Turkish merchents vhen they csme to the city.’
Equally forward looking wes the attitude of successive Fopes to the Jews
after the loss of Ancona's independence in 1532. Not only were the
restrictions on existing Jews removed but Fortuguese Marranos were
encouraged to settle in Ancona even though they reverted to Judaim.’
This tolerance which spplied only in Rome, Ferrara and Ancona of ell
Itelien cities cen have done little to harm & trade based largely on the
Antwerp - Italy axis and on the Ottoman Empire, where so meny of the Jews
persecuted in other perts of Europe had slreedy g:mc.4
Geographical factors also helped Ancona to assert her commercial
independence of Venice during this period. In the absence of strong
Venetien interference, it wes clesrly more economical to send Florentine
cloth eastward from a port south of the Po. 50 long as the Inglish staple
was at Antwerp, it was feasible to route English cloth west of the Venetian
possessions. Later with the movement of the English staple to Hamburg this

would have been very expensive as Hamburg - Venice was in any case considerably

1. 'It is clear to everyone that the great progress that trade in Anoone
and other places nearby has enjoyed does very great harm both to the
public as a whole and to private individusls (in Venice); and since
the principle foundations of the business of those places sre the
kerseys and other cloth from the West which are sent there with the
hope of paying sn import duty of only 16 soldi for a bale of half a
Boma, end other goods which are sent there in great quantity at very
low cost, @.g. ses, then it is necessary to lower the import duties
(into Venice) on the sbove-mentioned cloth from the West end goods
from Upper and Lower Romania, Many of these have been lowered on
other occasions but not sufficiently to have the above effect...

Ve demsnd permission from the Council of Ten to put to the vote the

lowering of the import duties of the sbove-mentioned gzoods from the

:::; .nt: !:n-uuu which will be to the very greatest profit of this
eto.

2. M. Nateluoei, op.cit. ii, 137-8; V. Makuscev, op.cit. pp.188-9.
3¢ M, !l“l“ﬁ. op.oit, 1i, 139-40,
4. C. Roth, op.city J. Delumeau, op.cit, p.96.
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cheaper then Antwerp - Venice.' The links between Ancons and the distributing
ports of the eestern Adriatic were also shorter than those from Venice,
though to counter this, the route from Ancona had more open sea to cross.

Finally, and probably most importent, the first half of the sixteenth
century was & period when Venice was both politically and militerily weeker
then she was either before or after. The struggle to meintain what was left
of her Mmpire in the two naval wars ageinst the Turks and, in addition, the
devastations of the Holy League left Venice in a position where she was
incepable of retaining complete control of Adriatic trede.

While such factors as these enabled commerce in Ancona to expend in
the period studied, the position of the port wes nevertheless precsrious,
There was no particularly strong resson why trade based fundementally on
such distent centres es London, Antwerp, Constantinople and Florence should
continue to pess through Ancona. Indeed even the trade of Antwerp wes

precarious, although somewhat more firmly based than that of Ancona. As
the rise and fall of Ancona are 80 intimately connected with those of

Antwerp, it would perhaps be appropriate to quote Brulez' eummary of
Antwerp's position in the sixteenth mmry.z

Ce qui attireit les marchands etrangers & Anvers, o'étaient les
produits etrengers, non ceux des Peys-Bas. Lt ce trait fait
bien ressortir le carsctére instable, fortuit de la prédominance
d'invers dens le monde commercial du XVIe sigcle: la ville n'est
pes un eiment qui attire, bon gre mal gré, tous les merchands per
des avantages inherents & une situation geogrephique ou par la
presence de produits impossibles a trouver eilleurs; elle est un
point de rencontre, entre beaucoup d'autres, et qui a connu wn
essor inégelé par la combinaison, fortuite en grande psrtie, des
draps anglais, du poivre portugais, des métaux allemands; mais ce
point de rencontre est resté constemment menscé per d'autres
confluences possibles, parfois mieux situdes, et assorties
d'aventages plus grends. Aussi bien, la disperition d'Anvers
comme port mondial a-t-elle changé, en fait, fort peu de choses
dans le commerge de 1'@poque et n's guere eu, seuf pour les
Pays-Bas eux-memes, de conséquences importantes. 1585 n'e pas wu
la destruction d'un des piliers centraux du commerce mondial,
mais la substitution d'un point de rencontre & un autre.

1. ¥, Brules, 'Lés.routes commercisles ...', op.cit, pp.181-4.
2. W, Brules, 'L'exportation des Pags-Bas vers 1'Italie, op.oit, p.481.
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Mutetis mutendis, Ancona was in exsctly the same position. The city had
little industry and only & relatively smell population to encourage the
continuation of her trade in the event of those who controlled the trade,
hardly any of whom were Anconitens, deciding to use different routes and
different entrepots. And so in the future, events beyond the control of
Ancons meant that in the seventeenth century, the city returned to the
comparative insifnificance that it had had in the fifteenth. inglish cloth
went from Hamburg to Venice, or later with the development of !nglish naval
power, direct to the eastern Mediterranean or to Leghorn. Venice countered
Ancona's links with the ports of the other side of the Adriatic by the
development of Spalato as an alternative route into the Dalkens in the
15000.1 end the surge of Turkish, Jewish end Regusan enterprise that hed
done 80 much to make Ancona a frontier town in the middle of the century
began to subside with the end of Turkish expansion in the Hediterrsnean,
and the inoysion of the inglish, Duteh and Fremch into the ports of the
Levant.

1. J. Tedie, 'hmumuonnmothdm«

Ooonnntq\u de V-uo su XVII-o siscle', m&%}_,_m'_u
ecad, 50 nesi 0010 XVII (Venice, Rome, 1961),
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CHAITER FIVE

MERCHANTS ARD THE ORGANIZATION OF TRADE

At the same time as the expansion of trade described in the last
chapter, there was considerable change in the origin and scale of operation
of the rmerchants frequenting the piazeza and the port of /incona. "he most
noticeable of these changes were the increasing dominstion of merchants
foreign to .‘ncona and the increasing scale of both individual transactions
and of the globa) trade handled by these merchants. This chapter will ceek
to describe these changes and also to discuss the methods used by these
merchants in handling their business.

The simplest way of getting an overall picture of the human structure
of the market at incona is by an analysis of the merchants recorded as
paying customs' duties in the surviving libri de depositaria. while mbject
to a considerable degree of 1mccmo7.1 these records do at least show
who was paying the wost duty and thus give an indication of the leading
figures in the trade of the p(ax't'..2 Analysis of the sums paid in each
entry alsc show to some extent developments in the scale of business transacted,
although these results are somewhat vitiated by the fact that it was the
habit of many of the leading merchants to make payments from time to
time in large lump sums. It is hoped that this weakness #ill be countered
by the likelihood of these large sums being made up of large rather than
emll transactionss In Table I below the figures from this source are

subjected to varicus forms of analysis.

1. See above pp. J5-41

2¢ Only an indication since it is ;robable that some of the payments were
made on behalf of someone else.
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Table X
Analysis of Bntries in the Libri de Depositaria
1. 20 3. tf. 5. 6.
No. of No. of entries 7. Total % Total % Total ¢. Total
Entries larger than in entries paid by top paid by top by top
approx. ) 20 ducats over 5C dues merchant 4 merchants 10
100 5(55) - 13.4 231 33.1
300 28(9%) 4o 28,6 42,4 5549
500 21(4:0) 46 9.1 29,3 46,3
500 Lo( &%) %9 14,5 374 5648
,4'50 "1(99:) l’} 1“.6 30.2 10600
-2 1000 128(13%) 50 8.0 1648 28.3
Source: ASCA, 61,115,116, 117, 118, 121, 431.

Although too much faith should not be placed in these figures, they
do serve to illustrate various fleatures of trade in Ancona.

indicate an expansion in the scale of business also seen in the contracts
registered before the notar:loa.J Columns %4, 5 and 6 show that throughout
the period studied a high proportion of the total trade of the port was
handled by a very small group of merchants. The fact that the percentage
paid by the top four and by the top ten merchants (columns 5 and 6) reach
a peak between 1509 and 1527 is also signifidant. It was largely through
the activities of a small group of merchants that the commerce of the
port expanded during this periode The return to lower percentages in the
period 1541-2 is a sign of the commercial maturity of the port. More
merchants are now participating in the trade :;?nt a completely different
level of operations A glance at the figures for 1481 and for 1541-2

should serve to establish this.

1. See above pp. 17,2

Columns 2 and 3



The leaiing merchants of the port who mske up the :ercenture fijures
of column 6 in Tatle I are relieved of some of their statistical enonymity in
Table II below. Here are set out the surnames (or first names if no surname is
known) of all these merchants, together with their city or country of oriiqin
where it is known. Surnames when repeated have been placed in italics,

Table II
Leading Merchants in incona 1481 - 1542
According to Libri de Depositaria
(origin where known in brackets)

LTS} 2 19 17 18 1527 1541-2
Ferratini Tomrasi Tommasi Carlo Vichele Cind Cirini
(Ancona) (incona) (incona) (l;ogsaro) (Pabriano) (idisa) (Florence’
Flero Yassioli sopgis Coggis Cechi Viniattd Jenati
(fesaro) (Bergamo) (Ragusa) (Ragusa) (Florence) (Florence) (/ncona)
Farelli Cini Cini Ceechl Goggis Tommasi Gondula
(Ancona) (Pisa) (Pisa) (Florence) (‘agusa) (4ncona) (Ragusa)
Nerozzi " Beuro Carlo Brici Lippi Boningelli iavesi
(Bclogna) (Greece) (Pesare) (5iena) (Florence) (unknown) (‘ncona)
faolo Cinellf Buscurati Scaglia HMarinozmzi Cechi Doria
(iseold) (Perugia) (4ncona) (Bergamo) (Ancona) (Florence) (Genoca)
Tomagso Pilestri Harinozzi Cini Tomasi Gogids Lodovici
(Ragusa) (Ancona) (Ancona) (Fisa) (Ancona) (Ragusa) (Yrbino)
Boldoni Lippi Gratiosi dalls rera lledici Fareo Luttrini
(incona) (Florence) (Ancona) (Ancona) (Florence) (liome) (Florence)
Biagio Dopnaventura iico Angeli Cini Franchi Canvamar
(Ragusa) (5ieily) (Bergamo) (Camerino) (risa) (Genoa) (Turkish)
lomasi Saradi Cechi Affaitati Gore Antiqui salrech$
(‘ncena) (Ferrara) (Florence) (Cremona) (Fabrianc) (incona) €Uriown)
Vangelista Mattaviti  Golini Goro Carlo Gasparro  Biliotti
(Unknown) (Unknown)  (Unknown) (Fabriano) (/esaro) (Unknown)  (Florencn)

Souree: ASCA 61, 115, 116, 117, 118, 121, 431,
* Repented names have been placed in italics.

This table illustrates some interesting features of the Anconitan piazza.
First ignoring the repeated names and treating each mame as a unit, it can be
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Seen that out of 70 merchants in the table, the origin of only € is unknown.

Cf the rest only 16 originated from /ncona, though several more acquired
Anconitan citizenship during their residence in the eity. Thus it would be
fair to say that natives of Ancona played a relatively minor part in the
commercial development of their city. On the other hand, despite the close links
of incona with the Balkans snd Levant, only 9 of these merchants came from this
area, of whom 7 were ilagusan. i1l the other merchants whose origin can be dis-
covered were Italiam. It is possible that this pat'ern might have been disturbed
if the libro de depositaria for 1551 had been preserved. Certainly the study of
the Customs' Register exumt1 for that year would suggest th-t some !ortuguecse
and Levantine Jews would have been amongst the leading ten rerchants.  iowever,
from the evidence at our disposal, the conclusion must be that he upper stratum
of the piazza at /ncona was occupied almoat entirely b Italiuns. The reason for
this is that most of the ron-Italians that paid customs' duties were not resident
in Ancona, but were merely in transit, and thus, unless they brought in a really
large carge on their ship, would not feature in this table. Thus in 1527 about
one~fifth of all entries were payments made by subjects of the Turk, but it is
rare to find two entries masde on behalf of the same merchant. The same pattern
can be observed in the payments for 1541-2.

While these Italisn merchants who dominated the piazza of Ancona were less
transient than their counterparts from across tie idriatic, it does ne& seem that
that they spent very long in incona themselves. The noruwal pattern of behaviour
would seem to be a fairly short spell of residence in Ancona and then return to
their native cities or eloewhere. This is suggested by the fact that of the
70 names in the table, only 27 appear more than once, vhilst it is true that

some of the other 43 names appear in other years with payments not large enough

1. Asca, 507.

2. See, for instance, the activities of irom Bottome and Ciacomo Cavaldero,
Arpendic C, ppe 2u-2:12.
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to figure in a table setting out only the top ten payees, the evidence of
the notarial contrscts supports the assumption that the majority of merchants
kept their stay in ‘ncoma fairly short. 4 merchant, who features in the
notaries' contracts in one year as an important figure, will often be
completely absent from contracts of the next year to be studied. iven amongst
those names which are repeated in more than ome year, there is only one example
of the kind of family continuity in big business that is common in other cities.
This is the Tommasi family, who appear five times in the table and are ;rominent
in notarial contracts in every year studied. Four geonerations of the family
can be found amongst the leading merchants of the port in the seventy years
studieds Two other families, Cini and Cechi, are represented by more than one
person but the other five names which are repeated are those of the sawe person
throughouts

However, whilst it is important to stress this feature of incontinuity
amongst the merchants of Ancona, it should be noted that a very small number
of men played an extremely important part in developing the trade of the port
in the crucial period, 150027, The Tommasi, father and son, Andrea Carlo
of Pesaro, Girolamo and Francesco Giovanni Cini of iisa, Fierantonio and Lorenszo
Cechi of Floremce and Luigi de Goggis of iagusa between them occupied the
three top places in the table on all but three occasions between 1502 and 1527,
and together with a few others such as Nicolo Lipp11 of Florence were by far
the most important merchants as seen from the evidence of the notarial contracts.
Here again the poriod 1541-2 indicates a bresk with the past. lione of the names
for this period are the same as for any earlier period, though the time-span
1527-41 is shorter them for instance 1509-27. Partly this can be explained by
the death or retirement of the merchants, mentioned above, who had helped to build
Up the trade of the city from 1502 to 1527 but the reason may also be connected
with the political changes that saw the end of the independence of /.ncona in

l. For the activities of all the merchants named above see /. pendix C, pp. I$4-200
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1532, when several of the older noble and mercantile families were expelled
from the city.1
Although there is not sufficient evidence to build up a picture of the

commercial activities of these merchants from the libri de depositaria, a very

good idea of the business engaged in by a large proportion of them csn be found
in the notarial contracts. Ignoring the year 1518, which is poorly represented
in the surviving notaries' books, only 1% of the remaining 60 werchants in
Table I could not be found as a party in at least one notarial contract. This
in itself indicates the way in which these two sources complement each other.

In Appendix C the activities of these merchante us seen in the notarial contracts
have been listed. Whilst obviously inecapable of any statistical interpretation,
this appendix does serve to show the kind of business engaged in by these
merchants.

Although typicality is a difficult concept, in the absence of material
which can be treated statistically, it is possible from the evidence of the
notarial contracts to create a composite merchant whose activities provide a
picture of the sort of business carried on by a considerable number of
individual merchants, zs well as representing the business of the merchants
residing in the port as a whole. This composite merchant represents best the
activities of the period 1502-18. Naturally his activities would change as the
trade of the port changed and a somewhat different picture would have to be
drawn of a "typical" merchant of the 1540s. He also is a representative of
big business., All the sources used tend to give more prominence to the big
men than they do to the little men. This, of course, is unrealistic since
presumably there were far more little men than there were big men, but as
mentionedg n the chapter on the sources it is unavoidable in view of a bias
inherent in the nature of the notarial contract.a With these limitations in

1 Cf. below ppe PMAMRALUS 141-2.
2+ See De (1.
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mind it still seems possible to use the zeterisl to illustrete

some of the activitiee of the gtypical merchant'. He would have a

house in incona, part of w’hich> he might let to other merchanta1 and

rart of which would almost certainly be a xshop.;tt The house would be
near the port and he might also have in the port area a warehouse
(fundico). lie would also have a certain amount of land in the contado
which he would let eithor for a rent in kind or on a sharecropping basis.

Az the owner of part of a ahiph he would occasionally be invelved
in the management of this investment, in the arpointment of a new patrone
or acrimn05 and in disputes with the ships' cofficers and with other
merchants over problems of non-payment of freight, loss of goods at sea
or the route to be taken by the ship on its next voyage. Dut the manage-
ment of the ship would be secondary to his moin function as a general
import-export merchant.

As the sgent of two or three Florentine lanaiolis. he would receive
from time to time consignments of cloth brought by the carriers on mules
from Florence together with instructions as to their conasignment to a
Florentine agent in Rmgusa. For this his only financial interest would
be his commission, though occasionally he would find himself with the
prospect of making payment on & bill of exchange drawn on him as agent
of his Florentine principals by their agent in ‘era or e‘:dr:lanople.'? But
he would also import Florentine or Sienese cloth on his own account or
else buy it in /Ancona to S&u partly retail from i is shop in incoma and
partly wholesale to fagusan or Levantine merchants whose stips were lying

3 Sell
in the port.b Sometimes he would sve such cloth for cash or on credit,

1 i BN Py B LA T bR, See U ASA T cl13le

2. OShops we e quite often shared. See 1 A3A 1=2 cch, 170v ete.

e Muedn B GuelIle: Eq \4Asa g ¢ €1c 12 ASA 9 c24%r

4, For the activities of shipowners see below TPe lih -45.

5. For the functions of patrone and scrivano see below ppe 14%-<4.

6s Of the 44 merchants in Tuble II identified in notarial contr cta, at
least 9 were the agents of Florentine firms.

7+ For more on this sort of business see below pp. 122.33

8, At least 20 of the 44 merchants sold cloth.
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but often he would barter the cloth for hides, camlets or silk which

the ships had brought to incona. In any case he would be n major purchaser
of the goods carried to incona by these ships. These goods would be
Joined in his warehouse by the consignments of hides and occasionally

iron which he ha’ bought from merchants shipping from the northern
Adriantic. Often he would buy these goods nearer source, chartering a ship
or using his own ship to pick up oil and grain at Fermo or Senigallia

and then travelling with the ship himself or else sending an agent in

his place to Trieste or Fiume where he could sell the oil and grain and
reinveat in hides, iron, fish or wol.1

Some of these goods he would sell locally on the inconitan market
but he would also sell large quantities on credit to werchants from central
Italys, Here again he might resort to barter, exchanging the wool of
Irieste or of Greece for Florentine cloth, or hides for the paper of
Fabriano,

Apart from this general business in exchanging the goods of the
Adriatiec and of central Italy, he would almost certeinly participate in the
voyages of Anconitan and other ships to the eastern Mediterranean. e might
do this by investing cash or a quantity of Anconitan soap in a cambium
to Constantinople~ where it would be reinvested partly in such goods as
camlets or silk but more probably in hides brought from Black Sea ports or
else hides loaded at the port of Rodosto. Alternatively he might travel
with his goods himself” or else sell goods from his warehouse to some
serchant who was travelling with the lhip.h He would also be likely to

5

have a commercial interest in any voyage to ilexandria,” possibly chartering

a ship himgelf to load oil, cloth or metal and bringing back the ubiquitous

hidus as well as cotton and ashes for the Anconitan soapmakers. His

Te 13 484 4 el71s 13 ASA 2 cclO9r, 276r.
2s 15 ASA 5 celdr,9%bv,
3e Idem 39&".

‘é: Idem cepliv,95v. :
. 23&%3;:5:&““&&“%&%%& in notarial contracts can be found
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interests outside the Adriatie might also include the import of rain

or valonea from the ports of the Ionian and ‘egean. In all the places with
which he was accustomed to do business, he would be likely to have a resident
agent or correspondent.

Besides his business as a shipowner, commission agent and import-
export merchant this "typical" merchant would be likely to have some of his
capital tied up in loans or on deposit to other merchants, in consumption
loans to the poor (often lent and repaid in g'x-ad.n).1 or in loans to the
Commune of inconas He might also invest in such ventures as the grain
mills of the valley of the isino’ or the farms of the various commnal
taxu.t' Apart from being the agent of foreign firms or individuals, he
right be the consul for some foreign city or country, and would be called in
to settle disputes and also to facilitate the commercial activities of the
nationals that he was representing. For instance in 1484, Francesco
Antiqui the Venetian consul organized an suction for a Venetian subjoct.5
and in 1509 the same Venetian consul was acting as arbitrator in a dispute
over the ownership of goods in a wrecked Venetian ahip.5 Continuity of
conguls in the same family was very common. Another /intiqui was Venetian
consul in 1527 whilst the Tommasi family were traditionally Florentine
cnsuls.’ Apart from holding eonsulships, the merchant if he was an
dAnconitan would be very likely to be taking an active part in the government
of his ecity. Thus, for example, Bartolomeo di Ser Thomasso, apart from

10 Eogo 1 ASA 12 '31"137"

2+ For these and the institution of the lMonte dei Meriti see Roia, opecit,
PPe 209-13.

e Eege 1 ASA 19 ccl06v,134r.

Y E.ge 1% 434 1-3 cch9r,108v; 1 ASA 5 elblvy ASA 12 el27r.

Se 1% ASA 5 €lO3v.

60 13 ASA 9 TieDe

7« HNatalucei, opecit, ii, 132. For another example see 14 ASA 13 cllév where
merchants of Barcelona appointed Polgiorgio iolidori as Catalan consul
in place of his dead father,
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being the consul for the Florentines and the Ragusans, was appointed
ambassador to the Pope in 1484 and 1490, was elected one of the first three
gonsoli del mare in 1493 and became an official of the Monte dei Feriti

in the following year.1
This is all to say that specialization was unusual amongst the

merchants who frequented Ancona. This is the pattern that has been found
in other medieval and early modern ciﬁuz and is hardly surprising in view
of the general conditions in which commercial life operated. To be too
specialized in a world where the turnover of trade was very slow, where
news and knowledge of rarket conditions were often months out of date, where
a sudden act of piracy or the outbreak of war could destroy one's invest-
ment or close a whole region to trade, and above all where the rhythm of
agriculture and the success of the harvest determined to a great extent

the chronology of trade and its quantity, was to place a merchant in an
unenviable position., “ithin the framework of the "typical' merchant
described above, some merchants of course favoured one type of business
more than another. Some sold mainly hides, some gainly cloth, some con-
centrated on trade in the northern Adriatic, some were more involved in
shipping than in trade and so on.” But almost all merchants whose
activities are sufficiently well documented engaged in other types of
businese apart from their main interests. The exceptione to this are
mainly merchants who as agents of a large firm represent only part of some
more general European pattern of trade. The best example of this in Ancona
are the agents of the great Affaiati complex of companies who, from the
point of view of incona, specialize almost entirely in the sale of sugar,

1« Albertini, opecit, Libex, Pt.ii, 15.83.12?,165.

2s Cfy FuCelane, Barbarigo,opscit, pp.52-77; J.Heers, Genes au Xve
siécle (raris, s Pe20h, N e e s

3, For examples of the different weighting of various types of business
see Appendix C, passim, pp. [77-212.
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pepper and brazil wood.®

Although it is possible to see the sort of business engaged in by
merchants in Ancona, it is very difficult to discover from the notarial
contracts how this business was carried on. The contracts give only a
limited view of business activity. A merchant can be seen selling here,
buying there, chartering a ship, appointing a procurator or involved in
a dispute, but this kind of information gives little idea of how the
merchants actually operated. Far more of this can be seen from the account
books of Florentine and Ragusan werchants studied and the evidence from
this source will be examined later.

Cne feature of the structure of trade that is particularly difficult
to ascértain is the relationship between individual merchants. Normally
merchants contracted as individuals or as one of a number of people party
to the particular contract. COnly rarely are vords, such as gompagno or
Socio, indicating membership of a formal partnership, used. Can one assume
that unless such words were used, formal partnerships did not exist and
that a purely informal grouping was formed to negotiate a 'particular piece
of business? If this is the case, then the piazza of Ancona must have
been very loosely organized and should be compared with Florence where the
partnership was the normal form of organization. Two sorts of evidence
can be used to support this assumption of a very loosely organized structure.
First, it was far commoner for Florentine, Sienese and other Tusean mer-
chants to be described as members of a company or partnership than it was
for merchants from the Marche or Romagna, SJecondly, the grouping of

19
1. See Aprendix C, p-‘ and for other examples 13 ASA 9 ceclllr,
166r, 183v, 185v, 303, 33lv. For some of the activities of the

Affaitati family see Dizionario Bigrafico degli Italiani, i, 348-52
(Rome, 1960)
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of merchants that were parties to particular contracts rarely remained
the same for any length of time and often indeed changed from day to day. '
Cne very common arrangement was to buy as a member of a group and to sell
as an individual,

If this assumption is the correct one, then the individual merchant
was the rule at Ancoma, and he conducted his business either by buying,
selling, investing and lending as an individual or else he formed short-term
informal combinations with other merchants to buy or sell a particular lot
of cloth or hides or to charter a particular ship for a single voyage,
settloment being reached by common consent at some time in the future. JSuch
an arrangement whereby merchants entered into agreements for single trans-
actions was also common in London at this tim.a and indeed even in the case
of the more formal partnerships common in Florence, partnerships came to
agreements with other partnerships or with individuals to venture together
for the sale of a particular shipment of cloth or other such business.” At
Ancona, combinations for a longer term would be those in shipping or farms of
communal taxes, but even here there would seem to be little compulsion on a
party %o remain in the group, and the personnel involved in a farm or in the
ownership of a ship fluctuated considerably.

Whether as cause or effect, the loose organization amongst the
merchants in Ancona was reflected in an equally loose organization of the
credit market. There appears to have been little specialization in baning"
until the commercial life of the city became more sophisticated in the 1540s.
In earlier years, and indeed still in the 1540s, individuals appear as both

Ts Thus 31 ASA 13 ¢53r Augustino lavesi purchased cloth in association with
Giovanni Genati (29 April 1541) but sold firewood to him on 6 April (idem
e4Or) and bought -otmzr from him on 1 June (idem, c86v).

2 I am indebted to irof. FeJ.Fisher for this information.

3s  Eege ASF, Strossziane v,78 c167; idem, v, & cl0l.

b But see Roia, op.cite, ppe2l2-Ak for the activities of Bonaventura and
Simone di Bonaventura, Jewish bankers, 1494-1532.
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borrowers and lenders and it is impossible to see any particular pattern

in this business. The main need of the merchants was to find sufficient
short- and nuu-‘z:. eredit to cover each venture on which they were
engaged, This might involve credit up to perieds as long as two years but
the normel term was six months or a year. The buyer of goods would be secking
credit until he had s6ld again, the shipper of goods until he had sold the
goods whigh he received as returns and so on. Since not all merchants

found themselves short of cash at the same time, this sort of business could
ensily be handled by the merchants themselves as ancther side of their
business.

By far the commonest form of credit was the Muioz or sale of goods
on credit. In many ways this was similar to the English bill obligatory
though it was always tied to a particular transaction. It was indeed nothing
more or less then the extension of credit by the seller of goods to the buyer,
rarely for longer than one year, except in the case of very large sums. By
its nature this was not a type of credit which required the existence of a
banker. Credit for a voyage or for a perticular venture could still be obtained
by contracts with a long history in the lediterranean, such as the commenda and
the cambium. Both these contracts involved the lender in a formal relationship
with the borrower and also involved him in the business in which the borrower
was engaged, In both, the lender shared in the risks of the venture, in the
commenda because his reward was calculated as a proportion of the profits, and
in the cambium as an underwriter of the risks that would otherwise be covered
by an insurance contract.

Two forms of eredit existing at incona which seem nearer to true bankers'

1+ For further discussion of the contracts mentioned in this section see
above ppe 4v-<I.
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business were the depositum and the sutuum. These contracts have been
discussed above, but it should be noted that both of them were loan contracts,
unconnedted in almost all cases with any particular transsction. The main
difference between the contracts, neither of which mention interest, was
that the depositum is usually for larger sums and is vaguer about the date
of repayment, while the mutuum is for smaller sums and is much more precise.
The conclusion seems to be that the mutuum was a consumption loan and that
the depositum wes indeed similar to a deposit with a banker, in that in most
cases repayment of the money could be demanded "ad ommenm terminem' of the
lender. Despite this, there apvesrs to be little pattern of organization
in the depositum market until the 1540s, when & group of rortugucse and
Levantine Jews had evolved who specialized in this bua:lnoaa.1 Up until
that date individusl merchants appeared as both borrowers and lenders in
depositum contracts and it would seem to have been as useful an inveatment
to the merchant with liquid funds on hand as it was a source of credit to
the merchant with none.

To conclude this short discussion of credit, mention should be made of
the bill of mhoco.a This was a contract which involved not only the
provision of credit but was also extremely important as a means of remitting
funds. The specialization of bankers who dealt in the exchange business does
not seem to have occurred at Ancona, and the bill of exchange was in use as
a very convenient way for merchants to extend credit to each other, as well
as for funds to be sent from ome city to another. Not very many examples
of bills of exchange have been found in notarial contracts at Ancona, and
then almost always as & result of a bill being protested. VWhen bills were

1o Gee in particular 37 Asa & passim for a notary who specialized in this
sort of business,

2s For a discussion of the bill of exchange in Antwerp and London at this
time see R. de Roover, on foreign exc t an es 1

BM mercantilism ( s lass. .
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pProtested, however, the text of the bill always appears in the contract
registering the protest so that it is possible to see the form that
bills tooks Unlike the places of exchange quoted in the merchants' manuals,
Ancona had no usance and nearly all bills were payable at so many ‘ays' sight.
Another feature which distinguishes bills at Ancona was the fret that almost
never was the rate of exchange quoted in the text of the bill, All that the
bill says is that the payer must pay so much cash, nearly always gold ducats,
to the payee, Nearly all the bdills involve four parties in two pairs, each
pair being in some sort of business relationship with each other. For
lxlnple's-

A Yergo: Domini Girolamo Cymi e Bernardino d'indrea d'irtino

in Ancona,.

Intus: A di xxvi di Marzo 1502 in Pera. Pagate per questa prima

di cambio vista ad giorni quindiei a Zer lNicolo Michelozzi e in

absentia ad Bartolomeo di Ser Thomaso ducati 70 d'oro in oro

venetiani: per altretanti hauti qui di contanti da Giovanni

Maringhi et mettate ad nostro. Christo vi guardi. Vostro Nicole

d'Andrea d'.\rum.i'
In this case Giovanni Varinghi was the agent in the Levant of Ser Kicolo

”131\‘1“83-.‘ a Florentine merchant whose a ent in .ncona was Bartolomeo
di Ser Thomaso whilst the two d'Artini were brothers. In nearly all
examples the relationship between the members of each pair of contractors
was as close as this, indicating the absence of professional exchange
dealerss Although it must have been difficult on some occesions to find
someone to take up a bill in the absence of the formal exchange market
deseribed by de Roover as existing in intver: and London, bills protested
in Ancona were drawn in a large number of places such as Antwerp, Florence,

2. 'Cn the back: To Girolamo Cyni & Bernardino d'Andrea d'irtino in Ancoma. Inside:
26 March 1502, in Peras Fay by this first of exchange at 15 days sight to Ser
Nicolo Michelozzi and in his absence to Bartolomeo di Ser Thomaseo 70 Venetian
gold ducats: for the same had here in cash from Giovanni Maringhi, and place it
to our account. Christ wateh over you. Yours lNicolo d'indrea d'irtino’.

3.For Maringhi's letters to Michelozzi covdring the date of this bill of exchange
see Richards, op.cit, pp.90-1&3.

. 13 ASA 2 cr



120

Yera, Ragusa, Venice and B'mlll.1 In most cases it is probable that mutual

convenience in remitting funds rather than the extension of credit or

exchange speculstion was the most important motive in drawing a bill.

The arrangements for bringing together the parties to a contract

were clearly very important in the conditions of Ancona, with ita abaence

of specialists., However references to brokers are few in the notarial

contracts, and one must presume that brokerage was an expense th-t had to be

met before most tramsactions could be negotiated. Con'racts for making a

partnership in the art of brokerage (sensaria) appear quite often in the 1540s,

but apart from their length (normally one year) and the fact that the parties

contracted to exercise the art diligently, they tell us little of how

brokers oporatod.z The Statutes of the Dogana have more to say on the

subject and give the scale of brokerage fees, normally 1d in the £, half

to

be paid by each party.’
As far as the main business of merchants, buying and selling, is

concerned, the notarial contracts give a rather biased view., To judge

from the contracts one would think that practically all business was carried

out on credit or as part of a barter transaction. Thie, of course, is unlikely

and indeed one would hardly expect merchants to go to the expense of a

notarized contract to record a cash sale. Credit sales in the form of a

promissio unfortunately never state the rate of interest and it is thus

impossible to determine the premium paid. All the contracts tell us is that
the buyer promises to pay so much in such and such a time. Credit was often

given in instalments and sometimes periods up to two years were given for

payment. One of the commonest terminal dates for a credit transaction wus

4

at the time of the various Fairs of central Italy. Though these Iairs were

1.

For bills of exchange see 13 ASA 2 ceShr,197r,255v,256r,257v; 13 ASA 3 ccl®v,
223wy 13 ASA 6 e186r; 13 ASA & ec2h?r,256r; 13 ASA 23-24 ccl3v,6lv; 13 ASA 25-
53;};;:. &rsm; 11 ASA 5-6 e37v(Buda), 8Sry 11 AGA 11«12 ¢59vy 31 ASA 13
Bege is ASA § clér (two Jews) and ¢l173r (two Ragusans, a Spaniard and a
Florentine).

Chmini, opecit, pp.211-16.

fecanati, lLanciano, Foligno and Assissi were the Fairs most cited as terminal
dates, Recanati being by far the commonest, There was also a Fair in ancona

(7-23 Vay), E.Spadolino,'Gli ordini della Piera di Ancona',Le Marche, vi (1906)
+5=15, 0:'11: o:: reference to this Fair was found in the NOEEFTal documents
11 ASA 2 c5v) and it does not seem to have been of much importance.



clearly very icportant in the rhythm of commerce of the area, it is as
exchange Fairs in the manner of Lyons, Geneva or Piacenza’ thot they appear
most often in the contracts in /incona. l!lere was an opportunity for merchants
from all parts to meet and to settle their outstanding obligstions. The barter
sales that appear in the contracts are normally what rmight be called credit-barter
rather than cashebarter. The buyer promised to pay the seller st a future
date in a certain quantity of the exchange good agreed on. -
< Barter must have been a very satisfactory way of doing business since it

represented what the merchants would otherwise do in two or more contracts
thus saving brokerage and also of course avoiding the problems of using noney
and exchange brokers.

¥ost of the trade that was conducted in incona was venture trade. The
buyer of goods, although he might be fairly sure that he would be auble to s0dl
them at a profit, rarely worked to a firm order. Orders would sometimes be
given to a travelling merchant. Thus a iisan promised a Jew of Salonika to
consign to incona 13 pieces of cloth from Armentidres.” Such orders were
especially common for purchases of agricultural goods or timber; but the
buyer, who was a wholesale merchant would still be engsged in venture trade.
In a slightly different category was the system of credit-barter describved
above, Here indeed the merchant was working to a firm order, for he had
contracted to supply in the future a specific quantity of another sort of goods,
However, the prevalence of venture trade, in conjunction with early modern
communications meant that trade was always very precarious. In the time that
it took for a merchant to sct on a piece of information that he had received on

market conditions in some other city, the market which had previously been

[8cles (Faris, 1914); L. voomert.
et 0] hlumtio:ulu au Hoyen Age et au
Ve .1to1-', Studi AeSey 4, (Midan, 1957).

2¢ 11 ASA 17418 cl45r,
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short of some commodity might have been glutted from another source,

or vice versa. Apart from avoiding committing himself too deeply in

one market, the merchant's only protect'iem against these problems was

to try to mske the most of what communications and opportunities there
were by appointing agents or ;artners to reside in the cities where he
traded., Numerous references to such agents can be found in the notarial
contracts but little idea of the way in which they worked can be obtained,
In order to understand better the methods of operasting between principals
and agents it is necessary to look at account and lettsr books which while
not telling us everything at least give a reasonable picture of how such
& system worked. The next section therefore will describve the working
of the aystem by which Florentine cloth merchants disposed of their
productes in the lLevants VWhile possibly this was not the same way as
merchants in Ancona worked, the analysim should at least clarify some of
the problems as seen from Ancona.

As mentioned above the Florentine merchants whose books have been
examined D-e;eumlly organized on a company basis. lthough no partnership
agreements have been studied, there is in the Selfridge collection at
Harvard one volume of partnership agreements which has been analysed by
Dre idler, She found great similarity between the different agreements.
These partnerships were usually formed for a three-year period and were then
renewable for two years and them for a further two and so on. In most of
the partnerships there w.s a distinction between active partners, whose
share of the profits was greater than their contribution to the capital,
and sleeping partnerse. Normally there was provision that the former should
not engage in any other mercantile activity, a prohibition not placed
on the latter,' |
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The books from the ledici collection which have been studied for
this thesis relate to Francesco di Giuliano de' Medici, who had begun by
dealing in jewellery and srmll scale banking before moving into the cloth
business. lis first partnership in the cloth business was formed in 1491
with his father and his brother, Giovenco, who was the active partmn-.1 This
conpany lasted until 1496 when the capital was increased and two new
rartners were introduced., These were Alfieri Istrinati and Niccolo Carsidoni,
the httar- & Florentine merchant who lived in Adrianople and who was to
be paid com:ission on his sales of cloth in the Levant.” Contemporary with
these two companies which .ere both known as "Giuliano di Giovenco e
Francesco di Giuliano de'Medici & Cc.', Francesco's younger brother,
Giovanni, was in the levant and there is a ledger extant from 1495 to 1497
of "Giovanni di Giuliano di Giovenco de'Mediei e di Cresei di Ser larcionne
Donati sul quale temnc nostre faciende che faremo in levante atenente a noi
e per maestri nostri®.” The father died in 1498 and in 1502 Francesco had
formed a new company in the woollen industry with Alfieri Istrinati and
Alessandro Giudicei. In 1506 he formed a further new company with his
brother, Giovanni, who had eariier been in the Lavant’ Niccold Michelozzi
and Glovanni Maringhi vho lived in Fers." At the same time Framcesco, who
was not an active partner, was carrying on businesa on his own account, and
a ledger and a letter-book relating to this business have been studied.’
This business wss continued in association with his son, ‘affaello, whilst

1o Tdem pp.343-k. The account book dealing with this partnership is
Kedici s 516,

2+ Tdem po3h4,
3¢ Vledici Ms 518.
be Edler, op.cit, ppe3ii-5.
S5« lMediei M85 536(4), 538.
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Francesco continued to invest in companies in the woollen industry

ti11 his death in the late 1520's.

Similar complications occur in the Strozzi books studied, though
unfortunately no Articles of Association have been found. The main
books here are those of the firm of Lorenzo and Filippo di Filippo Strozzi,
lanaioli in bo, 1502-12 and of Lorenzo's son, Federico. Both Lorenzo
and Federico had many other interests besides the manufacture and sale
of cloth. Lorenzo was a partner in another firm carrying his name which
imported wool from Spain and was also engaged in buying, selling and
lending on the security of jewels. Federico was in exchange business and
later became a banker in Naplu.a The last group of companies examined
were those of the del Nero family in the Archivio dello Spedale degl'Innocenti
which show the same sort of complications and overlapping as the activities
of the Strozzi and Modici.}

All the companies and individuals discussed above were engaged in
trade along the axis Lyons - Florence - Constantinople. lany were also
involved in other business with Rome, Naples and Spain but this will not
be discussed here. Florentine trade with the Levant will be discussed first
from the point of view of the merchants in Florence and then from the
point of view of the merchants who were resident in the Levant, to give
an idea of the overall working of the system. |

All the references to cloth being sent east from Florence that have

been found relate to fairly large consignuntl.“ To help them to know

Te Medici MSS 539, 552a.
2 ASF, Strozzisne, v, ?BQ&Q%'WQ$Q93'
3 ADSI. E’.m’.' “16.“17"0220

4, See Medici, MS 516, cc 136-68, seven consignments 1492-5 at an average
of 28 cloths each; ADSI, Zstranei, 416, cc7-61, annual consignments
1505-10 at an average of 40; idem, 417, cc3-31, 30 consignments
1522-25 at an average of 20. These last consignments were sent only
to Ancona, not to the Levant. For changes in the cloth trade in the
1520's, see above pp.77-79.
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what selection of cloth would sell hest in the east, they had only the
knowledge of what had sold well before and imstructions from their agent
in the Levant, which by the time the cloth arrived there would be at the
very least some three months out of date. Often the conmignment as a
whole would be sent east rartly on account of the firm arranging for its
shipment, and partly on account of other ;mruou.1 The first that is known
of the cloth is a journal entry normally headed "“una mandata di panni pgarbdi
tatte per levante" which lists the cloth, its price, the seller if it is
not made by the same firm and the terms on which payment by the variocus
parties to the shipment is to be -d..z Before the cloth could be sent out
of Florence, some of it would probably need dyeing, and then the cloth would
have to be washed, marked and made up into bales of four cloths each. iack
aging saterials would have to be accounted for and the gebella of Florence
paid before the cloth could be taken by the jublie carrier on the firot
aﬁgo of its journey, to incoma. A journal entry would enumerate these
various mqamu.j

Heanwhile letters would have been sent to the various individuals who
would handle the cloth on the way to the levant as well as to the company':
agent in the Lount.“ These would normally include the company's permanent
represontative in /ncona who would be informed of the deapatch of the cloth
and would be sent a description of each cloth, together with ita sign, number
and the number of the bale that it was in. le would normally be instructed
to load the cloth on a ship for faguse and consign to the Florentine agent
there, or cccasionally he might consign the cloth in incomm to a werchant who

le .Sy Strovaiame, vy 5, 6233 idem, v,78, 167,
2e K5 516, cclP6-68; idem, 15 5}6('0). ee5=173 ASF, Strozziane,
vy 09, o233 ADSI, gﬁ, 416, eel iR LT )
3¢ AGF, _m, v, 671 idem, V. 89; €101,
“e For letters see letter-books s 135 538,539 ime lotes of letters

vwere also often kept at the of journals, see \JF Strozziane, v, &9
¢el95fLs ilso Hichards, opecite PP. £4-183 202224, ey
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who was to travel with it. Instructions regarding any payment thot he
had to make and regarding the despatch of a eopy of the bill of lading
would alse be in his letter. Other letters would be sent to the Florentine
agent in lagusa similar to the above, giving instructions about the
despatch of the cloth to the agent in the Levant. I1f a merchant was
travelling with the cloth he would receive a letter as well. Finally a
long letter would be sent to the agent in lLevant informing him of the
despateh of the poods and instructing him as to their disposals fe wculd
be informed of the state of the Florentine market for goods th:t he might
receive in barter, would be told on what terms to offer credit, would be
instructed when and how to submit his expenses and the terms of his
ccamission,

The normal division of expenses for the carriage of cloth from
Florence to the Levsnt would be that expenses from Florence to ‘ncona
would be met in Florence, the carrier being paid in advance. Insurance
would alse normally be found in Florence. [Expehses from incona to the
Levant were usually asccounted for by the agent in the Levant, sSome of
these he could meet personslly such as warehousing and selling costs in
the Lavant, and possibly carriage from iagusa to iera if the carrier did
not insist on being paid in advance. COther costs he was physically unuble
to cover personally, such as tariffs at Ancona and Ragusa, and these would
be met by agents or correspondents in these cities who would be reimbursed,
probably by means of a bill of exchange. <hen all had been paid for, the
agent in the Levant would send a statement of the total expenses to his
nwmﬁm principals who would credit his account accordingly.z Hormally

cash or a bill of exchange would be sent to the agent or to any merchant

1. Mc‘, M8 5}6(“)' “11.‘.0' AGFy 3“‘0“1.’”. A ?8, c16?

2« For examples of these expense accounts see Hediei, M5 516, cellk=65
ADSI, istranei, 416, 167-71j ASF, Strozziane, v, §9. elC3e.
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travelling with the goods to meet part of the cxponsos.1 and the balance
would be paid together with the agent's commission at the conclusion of
the venture.

A different way of conducting the same sort of business can be seen
in the books of Franceseo di Giuliano de'Medici.” In most of the business
shown in these books he is acting not ae a prinecipal but as a commission
agent in Florence. ie bought cloth in Florence which he consigned to
merchants in Ragusa and Adrianople on their account and similarly he sold
oilk, carpets and montanini on their account to merchants in Florence. He
also participated in this sort of business on his own account. !His method
of operation was the same as described zbove but his main interest in the
business was his com-ission and brokerage income.

Knowledge of what happened to the cloth in the lLevant con be obtained
from the ledgef of Giovanni de'Medici and Cresci Domuti” and from the cojies
of agents' astatements of expenses and sales of cloth contained in the

b Fedici and Donati were in the

Journals of Florence based merchants.
Levant fﬂ" some eighteen months in 1495-6. The financial relation between
them is not clear from their ledger, but it is probable that they first went
to the Levant with a consignment of 272 cloths on account of various
Florentine compsnies and individuale and in which they themselves had soue

small financial interest in addition to the prospect of comiuion? The

Te Hedied 15 538, ece20, 30v.

2. Medici KB 536(4), paselm.
3. ".“g K3 518.
“. See h. 2‘ Pe 12 »

S liedici M5 518, ch1, 'spese di 272 panni da Firenze a Andrinopoli'. Cther
Consignments of eloth normally only had their expenses stated from
Aagusa or Constantinople and the fact that Medici and Donati were debitea
a8 individuals for part of the expenses of the cloth, although they did
not own it, suggests that they were sharing in the profit or loss of
the venture. This would be similar to the arrangement of paying
worchants travelling with goods in a commenda contract. Uonati was raying
one-ninth of the expenses and Medici om-omtnnth.
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The ledger shows how they disposed of this cloth and subsequent eon-
signments, and how they purchased goods in the Levant for consignment to
their prineciples or on their own account. They had no permanent residence
in the levant and spent their time staying with Florentine merchants living
in Adrianeple, Brusa and Pera, to whom they paid board and lodging. B 1In
principle their activities are simply the reverse of those of the commission
agent operating in Florence described above. The cloth was sold ¥sfe
to a variety of Jews, Turks, Armenians and Italians in the cities where
the merchants stayed, for cash, credit or barter with silk, camlets and
cechinul.z These goods we e also purchased on sccount for the Florentine
merchants. Ixpenses on carriage, customs, warchousing and brokerage were
paid by Medici and Domati who debited their principals.” Other expenses
included short-term loans from Florentine agents to cover their activities.'
Hedici and Donati received commission on their sales of cloth and on their
purchases of lLevantine M.

living in all the cities of the lLevant was a permanent colony of
Florentine M.s and it is to these that the majority of cloth
consignments were made, In most of the account books studied these werchants
are shown as the recipients of letters of instruction and as despatchers
of statements of expenses. CUnly in one account book, the journal of
Fichele di Bernardo del Nero, is it possible to trace the fortunes of a

1. Idem, c24, 'iSpese di vitte'. Ixpenses in lera were 6 aspri per day,
in Brusa 6 and in Andrinople S.
2+ Idem cc?, 33, 36 shows the sale of a boteh of 76 cloths between 19
Cete 1495 and 2% June 1496 giving some idea of the slow rate of turnover,

3. W' NS 518' “w.ﬁ.ﬁ7'n' .SP.“ di umnti.'.

4% Idem, o2,
Se¢ Alberi, Relazi Venate Jacopo Contarini writing in 1507 said that
60 or more ﬁ“ﬁ }ﬁ- had agents in Pera. This does not seem

unlikely from the references in the account books and in the notarial
contracta,



consignment of cloth complete from the making up of the consipnment
in Florence to the sale of the individual cloths in the Levant. This
relates to the consignment of 100 cloths, half on account of del Nero and
half on account of Francesco di Filippo del iugliese. The cloths are listed
in the journal with their Florentine prices and a statement of the exponses
as far as Ancona is made, From Ancona the cloths were consigned to ‘antone
Fantoni in Fera to sell, and in the same journal a copy of a statement from
the latter shows not only what further expenses were incurred from .ncona
to Pera but also the details of the sale of the cloth. Iixty-five of the
cloths were sold on credit at terms up to four months, mainly to Jews,
and the rerainder were bartered with Italians and .rmenians for silk and
mlota.1 In the same journal the reverse procedure for the 94 camlets
received in barter can be seen up to heir sale in E~‘lomz-.t:e.2

No idea of the profitability of this sort of business can be obtained
from the account books studied. No balance sheets of thie firms engaged in
the business have been found. Certainly on individual transactions the
merchants sometimes made a 1&.’ and it seems quite likely that the net
profit margins were quite low. This would be extremely difficult to prove,
but a look at buying prices in Florence and selling prices in the Levant
leads one to this conclusion. The total margin out of which travelling and
selling costs had to come was not very large as can be seen in the two
examples in Table III. However, it should be noted that merchants engaged
in this sort of trade would mot be likely to calculate profit on each leg of
the journey. It was the total profit on the round trip that determined
the ;rofit on the particuler venture, and it might well be good poliecy to

1. ADSI, istranei, 416, cel7l-3.
2¢ Idem, ecl6P-70,
3¢ Cn both the cloth and the camlets discussed above del Nero made a losa.
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sell cloth at a loss in the Levant in order to rake a really handsome
profit on the returns in raw silk. Alse of course merchants at thiec time
would not be thinking only of the yrofits and losses to be made in buying
and selling goods but would also be interested, maybe mainly interested, in
the poscibility of gains to be male by way of exchange. However,whatever
the policy of the individual, the expenses between ilorence and the lLevant
would be an important factor in the opcoration of the business. The break-
down of expenses and indeod the total expenses are very difficult to
determine tron the account books at our digposal. It is rare to get accounts
of expenses both from the Levant to incona, and from Ancona to Florence and
it is rarer still to get a full breakdown of these two groups of expensess
iven when this is possible,other expenses such as overheads, insurance and
interest payments werc often kept in separate account booka.1

In Table IIT the percentage breakdown of expenses into various
categories of the two beat examples found is given. It will be noticed that
the margin of selling price over ex somrce price was in both these cases only
absut 20 per cent. Yhilst a tight control was needed on transference costs,
there was not all that much scope to reduce costs since fixed percentage
payments such as tariffs, brokerage and commission” made up a significant
part of the total, and carriage, an important item in the case of cloth,
3

was normally in the hands of specialist outsiders.” This all meant that

the main factors determining the rate of profit were knowledge of the market

1« 'The best socurce for expense accounts are journals. Ledgers rarely give
many details, referring to the relevant journal entry. But even journal
entries often refer back to an earlier entry in a memorandum beok. Because
of the multiple ownership of much of the cloth exported, other expenses are
sometimes in a completely different set of books. Fér Florentine accounting
methods and the relation between the different account books see F.idlar,
Gl s+ Opecits ”-}"8'910

2s Apgents' commission was normally 2-3 per cent.

3« There were specialist haulage contractors both side of the Adriatic. For
an account-book entry concerning a carrier from Florence to incona see
Wg M3 536(“)' ﬁ. ‘Giovanbatista di Matteo dalla li."'t Lee DAD'
,Ta_c_t. 87, ¢99v for a contract between five Florentine merchants and a
G carrier to carry their cloth to Hovi Bazar,
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and the rate of turnover and hence the imp rtance of the agent - 2 per cent

was very little to pay for a good one.

TABLE III
txamples of the Cost of Trading between Florence and the lLovant
1Lk’ cLOTH"
Srusa - ¥lore: 1 Florence - rera (1507)
Cost ex source 82465 78.6;
Carriage (a) 2.7 10.6
Tariffs (b) 6e2 6el
Irokerage ete. (¢) " bl
Insurance (d) 1.2 17
Other costs (e) okt 3¢2
‘rofit or loss +641 =he3
Cost to purchaser 10040 100.0

(a)., Land carriage rates were norsally reckoned by the some (mule load).
Although the value per soma of the silk was five times that of the
cloth, it paid only twice the rate on carriage from iAncona to
Florence. Furthermore the ratio of carriapge Levant/incona : Florence/
Anconm was twice as high for the cloth (6:1) as for the silk (3:1)
indieating that carri:ge rates favoured silk even more in the
Balkans.

(b). The highest tariff in each case was the selling teriff, 5 in both
Florence and Pera.

(¢)s The difference here lies in the fact that for the silk the brokerage
and cormission i: the Levant ars concealed in the percentade given as
cost ex sources The figure was not broken down.

(d). For the sea voyage Ancona - iagusa, The normal rate was at least

Te Hedied MS 536 (4) clo.
2. ADSI, istranei, 416 ccl65,171-3,
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2% and both these consignments were underinsured. (Cf. p. (66 )
(e). This heavy item for the cloth included interest at 14 for six
months on a loan covering selling and transport costs (7)),
another interest payment at 15¢ for & months (.67), losses through
bad money (467), tips and discounts (.€5°) and warchousing (.47).
Some of these costs, e.ge warchousing, interest were probably also
paid on the silk, but would be part of general overhead costs rather
than being costed to a particular venture.
It is obviocus that regular and safe commumications between principals
and their agents and correspondents in the Levant was a vital element in
the cperation of such a system as has been described wubove. It is not
clear, howaver, from the available sources how letters were sent during this
period, It seems fairly clear that there existed a regular system of haulage
firms both sides of the iAdriatic, but whether letters travelled by the same
weans az zoods is not at all certain. Some indication that this was not the
case is shown by letters which announce the despatch of goods on the day
of writing, but give the impression that the reader will receive the letter
before the goads.1 Certainly, as Delumeau has shown, there wa:s a regular
postal service from Home to all the major Italian cities, including
lmgm.z and it seems quite likely that there was also such a system
linking Florence and Ancona with the major cities of the lalkans and Levant.
This is however pure conjecture and I have found no evidence of the existence
of such a system, let alone of its timetable or costs All we do know is that
the merchants were constantly writing to each other, discussing markets,
prices, future prospects, and keeping one another inforwed of their current
finaneinl position yig-d-vis each other.” idvice of aceount book entries,

Te Zege Mediei M3 538 (23 April 1503)

2s Je DQIM, opecit, i, 37-19.

3« A very good idea of the sort of things which formed the subject-matter of
letters between agents and yrincipals can be found in Richards, op.cit,
vhere part of one of the Medici letter-books has been translated.
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bills of exchange and remittunce of cash or goods would all be sent by
letter, as would the discussion of more informal matters as the need for a
new agent1 or worry over the expenses involved in hiring a new apprentico.‘;
#hether the Florentine way of orgenizing their trade was the method
ugsed by the merchants of over cities and countries, it is difficult to
say from the svailable evidence. Certainly the system of doiny business
revealed by the Cranfield Fapers of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries presents very similar solutions to similar problems encountered
by Lnglish merchants in the Low Cc'.vuni:r:i.uu‘)S Although sncona during the
periocd covered by these Florentine merchants' books was renlly little more
than a forwarding station, and thus would not have needed such an extensive
system as that of the Ilorentines, by the 150s it seems probable that an
organization very much the same existed in Ancona. The linking of = central
city with the peripheries of its trading area by & system of permanent and
temporary agents was clearly & convenient way of surmounting the difficulties
of trade, without merchants being forced to travel with their goods,
Communications were assured by the development of haulage specdalists, both
on land and at sea, and possibly alsc by the development of postal services,
and these regular communications were ocensionally supplemented by the
Journeys of the merchants themselves or their employees or younger rolations.
Cities as closely connected as Andona, zinguulé and Florence would have much
overlap between their respective trading systems. The agents of ome would
act as the agents of smother and in their turn these systems would overlap
with the systems developed by the merchants of the levant.

1. mm‘.| Gp.ﬂit‘ ppol??-ﬁ.

2. Idem p.lCl.

3 P.J.l'ilhor (ed.), Rutcrioal Manuseripts Cmiuion, #0s Cal of the
ts of 3]

4 For a Ragussn firm opernting in much the same way as the Florentine firmes
discussed sbove see DAD, irivata, 29, 'libro di Hegozio di indrea di
Luca di Sorgoe e Compagnia, 1526-34',
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CHAPTER SIX
SHIPPING

Although Wt has been shown above that the significance of /nconma
in sixteenth century trade was really as a crosa-roades on two long-distance
land routes, the geography of the city meant that shipping and in particular
short-distance shipping was absolutely vital to the existence of /ncona. In
this chapter an attempt will be maude to amalyse the types of shipping using
the port, their operational range and their pattern of ownership, followed
by a description of the persommel involved in the operation of shipping and
of the methods used in chartering, insurance and controlling merchandise
being shippeds Information from the notarial records of incona and ugusa
and from the customs' register of 1551 has provided the bulk of the material
but considerable use has also been made of the published maritime statutes
of the eity.

In view of the almost complete lack of material on the shipbuilding
industry at incona and the absence of descriptive evidence from other
sources, analysis of the types of shipping using the port has perforce to be
rather speculative, However, from the scattered evidence available, some
idea of the variety of shipping can be obtained and some conclusions regarding
the scale of size and price of ships and their operational range can be
attempted.

Four main ways of identifying shipping have been used. These are
price when sold,” tonnage,” size of crews and the name given to the type

Ts  JiMoPardessus, Collection des lois maritimes (Furis, 1839), vol.v,ch.xxx.

2¢ All prices have been conve ted into gold ducats. For conversion tuile
see pe (7l

3 Measures of capacity have been converted where possible into Hagusan »
On the problems of early modern and other definitions of tonnage see F.C.
'Tonnages, Medieval and Modern', EcliR,2nd.ser.xvii (1964), 213-233. Most of
the conversion figures used here are based on the table in his zrticle
(Pe229), For details see p.IPb. lane (p..’29) following Tadié, 'Le port de
Raguse «.e', opecit, pp.li-15 estinates the Ragusan garre to be roughly
equal to 13 deadweight tons and I have referrsd to tonnage in this
chapter on this basis.
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of ship by contemporaries. All four methods of identification huve their
drawbacks. Irice, for instence, must have varied considerably with the age
of the ship which is never stated., Historians have long struggled with the
problems of trying to discover exactly what was meant by the vorious methods
of measuring tonnage in the Middle iges and early modern times, and though
there is now some measurs of agreement, this subject still presonts many
difficultios.1 Crews wers not constanty more men would be meeded in time
of war or during the winter. Finally the notaries referred, on cccasion, to
vhat was quite clearly the same ship by different names. rhile such problems
as these might suggest that the whole exercise of trying to classify shipping
was of dublous value, all four methods of identification point to the same
gereral classification which will serve for the present ;urpose. The price
of vessels sold in Ancona during this preriod ranged from under 10 gold ducats
to 3000.2 their capacity ranged from under 15 to 379 tons.” There were
certainly much larger sh!ps using the Adriatic, and possibly incona, during
this period but this is the largest ship identified from Anconitan sources.
For the 1550s Tadi8 estimated that the Hsgusan fleet contained wore than
30 ships with a capacity of over 300 tm.l' while the largest ship discovered
during the course of my researches in Dubrownik was the inglish ship captained
by William Gonson of 600 tems (1000 bot ﬁe)? Within the range of shipping
discovered from the Anconitan records, three m:in categories can be
distinguished and 14 different types of ship identified.

'ﬂloﬂtmric tern for the largest category of shipping vas navis or E_v_o_.s
The range of price for this category was from 240 ducats up to 3000 and of

1s For a discussion of tonnage measurement see lLane, op.cit.

2e 31A8A]Jc&9v.GJmlﬂl.Ammwmmnoommt.
Benedetto Doria, for 3150 scudi & .

3+ Albertini, op.cit, Lib. x, ;‘.3.125. iugust 1493, A Genoese nave, portata
600 bottbe.

he Tadil, 'Le port de Haguse see', opecit, ppelb«l5. Hlagusan ships were to
become much bigger in the course of the century.

Se DAD, Div.Not.%4 ¢7lv. 9 July 1518.

6. The word nave was used not onl
Yy as a generic term for large ships but also
to describe @ particular type of vessel, . 4
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size from 120 to 375 tons. Apart from the navis itself, five other types
of vessel fall within this range and some distinction can be rade botween

thems These were the barcia, barciotto, carrack, galleon and urca. The

barcia was a vessel of predominantly western Mediterranean or .tlantic
origin and tended towards the upper limits of size as defined by tonmnsge

or Pf\“ce‘ All the barcie that were sold fetched prices of over 1400 ducats,
but there does seem to be a distinection in size between burcie from the
Piscay coast and those from the western Mediterranean, the latter being
rmech smaller, and one from Majorea being omnly about 75 tons and thus belonging
to another category by 3130.1 The barciotto was again western lMediterranean,
especially Genoese, and tended towards the lower limits. The highest

price for a borciotto was 00 ducats. Only three references to urche

have been found. They were all Flemish, from 165 to 225 tons.” In terms
of size and tonnage, the carrack and galleon are less easy to define. lost
carracks were too small to belong to the navis clasa on the grounds of

size, although on occacions they could be quite b:lt.3 A galleon, too, could
be quite small, but most of the gaileons sold fell in the price range
FO-1200 ducats. Hero again the cccasional much larger vessel is found,
such as the galleon 'lan ‘ietro e Sen "sulo' sold for the heirs of the
Florentine condottiere, Giovanni de'Medieci dalle Bande Nere, for 20(C gold
dmho“ Neither carr cks nor galleons can be distinguished by origin.
Galleons which were much commoner in Ancona came from all nations of the

Nediterranean. The only area where they seemed to be a speciality were the

Greek islands, especially Crete.

Te 11 ASA 11212 €133v.
Qs 11 ASA 11-12 €137r; 11 ASA 13«14 clO7vy idem clllv,

Je 11 ASA 11-12 elbr. A French carrack discharged a cargoe equivalent to
over 300 tons.

be 11 ASA 17-18 c180v. 14 Dec 1527,
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“hat really places these two types of ship in the class of navis
is the fact that the range of operation of all five types of ship was the
Hediterranean proper. These werc ships that came into the Adriatic only
as part of a longer voyage. During the early part of the period these were
the ships that provided the sea links with the eastern Mediterranean, often
calling at Ragusa to complete their cargoes. later on, as the long distance
trade in grain became of more importance, it was chiefly these large shipse
that picked up the cargoes of grain in the ports of the Morea or the iegean
and carried them to Ancona, or carried grain from /ncona or the small ports
of the western Adriatic to the deficit areas of the western Fediterranean.
In addition they contimued their fifteenth century function of providing
links with the centres of the eastern Mediterranean, particularly lodosto,
Fera, Beirut and Alexandria where they collected those cargoes too bulky
to go by the land routes.

The generic term navigium or paviglio was used for the second category
of shippings 1In size and price this categury overlapped both the others,
Irices ranged from 60 - 500 gold ducats and size 15-120 tons. Apart from
naviglio, five types of vessel are clearly identifieds These are the

marcilisna, schirazso, saetta, bergantino and caravels The mim1

was the ship of the northern idristie.” Worth from 80 to 240 ducats and
ranging from 15 to 120 tons in size, they together with the schirazzi formed
the bulk of the medium-sized shipping in Ancoma. The schirazzo was the
carrier of the southern /driatic and Ionian seas. ixcept for u few from

the Greek islands, these vessels came exclusively from the ports of the

1s For a discussion of mareiliane see F. Braudel, lLa M&diterrane ...
opecit, ppe256-7. le cogments on the growth in numbers and size of
marciliane and the extension of their operational range in the later
sixteenth century.

2+ 0Of 26 marciliane whose origins are clear, only three did not come from
ports of the northern Adrimtic. Chioggia and “rieste were the co sonest

ports of origine
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coast of mo. thern Yugoslavia snd Albania. Roughly the same size as

the marciliana, but with a few examples much larger, the schirazzo

ranged from 7C to 120 tons. Cnly one exasple of the sale of a schirazzo
has been found, the price of which was much higher than the most expensive
mreuim.z Schirazzi played an increasingly important part in the
shipping of Ancona with the development of Greek, Turkish and ilbanian trade
in the 1520's,

Almost all the caravels that came to incona during this period were of
fagusan origin. Although this type of ship was quite a frequent viaitor to
Ancona, no references to the size or price of caravels has been found in
Anconitan sources. It is clear from the Hapgusan material, however, that the

caravel was larger than the marciliana or schirazzo., Its size ranged from

75 to 180 tons.° It is because the caravel was no larger than it has been
classed here as a naviglie, for in operational terms it was more like a
bavis in that it was not especially an idriatic vessel. The two other types
saetta and bergantino, were also mainly of Hagusan origin. The bergantino,
which is only found in incona at the end of the period was similar in size
to the mareiliana whilst the saetta was smaller, from 45 to 115 tons and lies
on the borderline of the third group.

This second category of shipping dominated the trana-idriatic trades
and thus was probably the carrier of the highest value goods entering
Ancona. There was considerable specialization within these trades. The
;_ll_l:_t;_i__li_a_g.not only originated from the northern idriatic but normally truded
with this area and it is in the carriaje of goods from T"rieste, Piume, Venice
and Chioggia that this type of ship was normelly employed. Oirdlarly the

1a Of the 31 w# whose origins are clear, not one came from a port
north of ‘ara. 1C came from three flourishing ports of the Gulf of Cattare
Castelnuove, Ferastro and Cattaro itself, whilst another 10 came from the .
Albanian ports of Velema and ileesio.

2¢ 31 ASA 13 clbOr. Gold to & Ragusan for 450 scudi d'oro (429 ductts).

3 gha:;e“?ax: of size for caravels differs slightly from the ﬁ.ggu of
' port de Raguse eee'y, Opecit, p.15 who gives 60 to 80 carri
(SC %o 120 tons) for a caravel, However of the agull sample noted, ©

out of 13 were larger than £C carri.
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sclhiirazzo was nearly always employed in the carrisge of goods from the
porte of the so.th-eastern /idriatic and Ionian such as Velona, Castelnuovo
and Gattaros The meeting point was Ragusa from which shippring of all types
cane.

The third categery of shipping contains boats up to about 50 tons and
worth from 4 to 135 gold ducats. Only two names are used to describe vessels
in this group, barca and grippa. Cf the two, the grippa was dearer, only two
being sold for under 5C ducats whilst the majority of barche were sold for less
than this figure. Both these types of vessel came from all over the idriatic
but never from ocutside it. Whilst this category of ship was employed mainly
in the petit cabotage of the west coast of the Adriatic, there are numerous
examples of such small ships being used in voyages across the Adriatic and
there was clearly much overlap between this group and the second group in
patterns of utilization. Indeed the Adristic is narrow enough for trades
between the two comsts to be considered almost the same as petit cabotage,
though the short section of open sea could often present sudden hazards to
very suall shipss The whole area is famous for its very violent storms
which rise up with practically no warning at all.

Apart from size and price, little can be discovered from /nconitan
sources sbout the distinguishing features of these different types of ship.
Some idea of the size of crews can be found from naulizata which often stated
the number of sailors that the master contracted to provide. Crews of naves
ranged from 20 to 50 men, including officers and servantas. Crews of
Schira:zi and coravels ranged from 10 to 20 men, while those of a rarciliana
were smaller, from 3 to 10 men. Finally a barca generally had a crew of
3 er b4 men. There was a slight advantage in the ratio of men to tonnage in
the larger ships, but this is really only clear-cut in the comparison between
very large and very small shipse Thus a barea of 15 tons would have a ratio
of about 4} tons per man, whilst the largest ship built at lagusa during
the sixteenth century had a crew of 14C to sail ita 1650 tons - about 12



140,

tons per man. For ships of from 30 to 300 tons, howevar, the ratio
fluctuated in the region of about 6 to 10 tons per man. In 1620 an

observer considered that an ‘nglish ship of 200 tons required a crew of
nearly 30 whilst a Dutech ship of the same size had only 9 or 10 men. 1 Yhilst
this was possibly an exaggeration to prove a point, the ratio of tons to

men in the “nglish ship would only be about 4, at the lower end of the
rM in Ancona a century bdbeforehand.

If there was a slight advantage for larger ships in the ratio of men
to tomnage, the reverse wns true of the cost per ton of capacity., Tadié
estimates that the price of Ragusan pavi rose from 10 dueats per gcarro to
30 ducats per carro in the course of the sixteenth century, i.e. from
about 7 to 20 ducats per ton.- Horeiliane, on which we have the most
information, cost between 3 and & ducats per ton, and in the majority of
cases examined under 7 ducats per ton. Since these two important indices
of the cost of using shipping tended to operate in different directions
for large and seall ships, it is probable that the tendency for the price
of mterials to rise faster than wages during the sixteenth century, which
Tadié points mxt.3 favoured the use of nedium-sized or small ships. This
would be reinforced by the fact that the gains to large ships in a higher
tonnage/man ratio were in any case probaubly not so great as the gains to
redium-sized or small ships in a lower capital cost/ton ratio. In the
context of Anconitan trale, smller ships had already a very great
advantage over large ships since most trade was within the Adriatic where
2 quick turneround would certainly be more important than great capacity.

An analysis of the comparative importance of the various types of
ship using the port was carried out above.' This showed that in terms of

Ts Violet Barbour, 'Dutch and inglish Shipping in the Seventeenth Century',
w’ ii (1930)0 pp.2‘06-7.

24 Tl“" 'Le port de /apuse sees', oncit. p.16°

3¢ Idem, loc.cit.

% See above pp. 92.9s.
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numbers of ships or of earrying capacity, it was ships of the third and
smallest category that dominated the trade of .ncona, but that in terms of
the value of the goods carried, it was ships of the middle category that
were most important. This is in some ways unfortuns«te for it is on the
large ships that most of the informstion on ownership and utilization has
had to be based, ae it is large ships that form the subject-mstter of the
most detailed notarigl contracts and also of the material to be found in
the maritime statutes of the port.

Even if this important problem of an atypical bias is ignored, the
establishment of the nationality or origin of shipping using /ncona presents
many other problems. The normal way in which a ship was identified in
contracts was by the name of the patrone (master). However, whilst the
origin of the master is generally given, there is little reason to
assume that his origin is the same as that of the ship or of its owners.
‘here the owners are mentioned, they are often of different nationalities
and in any case the ship might huve been built by former owners in a
different place. Bearing these comments in mind, some attempt will be made
below to comment on the ownership of shipping using the port of incons,
despite the possibility of numerous errors.

The first general conclusion that arises ocut of a study of the sources
is that native shipowners appear to have contributed very little to the
expansion of shipping using the pert. roviding little competition on
the expanding Adriatic routes, the old fifteenth-century shipping families
of incona appear to have concentraded on the traditional long-distance trades
between Ancona and Constantinople or /lexandria. By the 1540s these old
shipowning familics ssem to have abdicated from these trades as well.
4lthough not much ressarch has been dome on the internal polities of
Ancona, there would seem to have been antagonism between the old shipping
end landed aristocracy on the one hand and the important merchant families
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of the sixteenth century on the other. The latter were often of Tuscan
origin, and nearly all had Tuscan, and especially Florentine connections,
It seems probable that this group with their Tuscan background were the
winners in the political struggle that resulted in the end of /ncona's
independence in 1532. As Natalucei puts it when he is describing the
government of the Cardinal of Ravenna which followed thece evonts:-1

I nobili cittadini, che personificavano le tradizioni

e le istituzioni del passato governo, furono espulsi

dai loro uffici e sostituiti con forastieri, specialwente

fiorentini.

The same seems to have happened in the commercial sphere for of the great
shipping familios of the late fifteenth and the early sixteenth contury.;"
only the Trionfi remained at all significant in the commerce of the port

in the 15408 and the early 1550s. At the same time that the importance of
the old shipowning families was declining, that of the merchants who rose to
prominence in the sixteenth century was increasing. FMany of the leading
merchants discussed in the last chapter were ahipowmara but even so the
importance of Anconitan shipping, whether owned by natives or by residents
of long standing was certainly less than that of the foreign shipping which
provided the groater part of the port's requirements during the period
studied.

Of this foreign shipping almost certainly the most fimportant numerically
throughout the period was that of Hagusa. Hagusan shipping is also the moat
easily identifiables A great shipbuilding centre, nearly sll Ragusan ships
were built, officered and owned by Ragusan citizens. Ragusan shipping was
involved in all trades but was especially prominent in the direct trade
from Ancona to 'mgusa itself, and in the general carrying trade of both
the eastern and western Mediterraneun, particulerly in the carriage of

1. Natalueci, opecit, ii, p«29. See also idem, ii, 2336 and 85-86; Saracini
opecit, p.346 gives a list of noblemen exiled in 1533.

2e I'hc families that appear most frequently in the documents as shipowners

are Agli, Bonarelli, Buscurati, Ferrantini, rasqualini, liergentili,

Torriglioni and Trionfi.

N n.g.h:‘::-u a:: G:ggi-. i’»o:x Appcndix Ce Andrea Scaglia, a leading hide
nere .houg at least six marciliane in the period, 1509-20, 13 Aca
9 chJu' 11 _ASA S-6 c92r 11 ASK 11=12 c16&v. €177v, ¢101v. In the 1540

1222- 3185 merc ta "1‘0 .o important shi \mem
Appon

Cy PP 203.y
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grain., Next in importance as general carriers came the Genoese and

Grnka.1

Hediterranean, the Creeis operated mainly in this period in the eastern

“hilst the Genoese appeared as general carriers throughout the

Fediterrancan. lNaves and other kinda of lurge ships from most other importint
centres of the Mediterranvan appeared at some time or othor in the iAnconitan
records, but ne others appear with any frequency.’

In the trades within the Adriastic /inconitan shipping was even less
dominant than in the Mediterranean trades. Whilst inconitan and Fagusen
ships were again the most important numerically, the competition from the
shipping of other ports of the Adriatiec was intense. This was particularly
true of the trade with the eastern Adriatic. Trade with the porta of the
north-ssst Adriatic was normally currded in the ehipping of those porte.
Similarly the trade with the port: of the Gulf of Cattaro snd \lbania wiich
increased rapidly during the 1520's wus carried mminly in local shipping,
particularly the schirazsi of Castelnuove, lerastro and Velona. The
coastal trade of the western adriatic, in which it is very difficult to
distinguish the ownorship of the boats involved, would nevertheless seem to
be organized in a similar ways Whilst several barche of ‘nconitan origin
cen be identified, meny more belonged to citizens of the smaller ports,

The general conclusion to be rade on the subject of the ownership of
shipping is that, as in the commerce of the port, the natives did not play
a particularly prominent part in the changes that took place during this
period. Nowhere at Ancona is thero evidence of a powerful shipbuilding
Ml:ntry. and here the city must be compared to its disadvantage with

1e The word 'Greek' is used to distinguish those people whom the notaries
reforred to sa Oreek. Inhabitants of Chios were generally referred to an
Genvese. The various peoples of the Turkish Impire were normally dis-
Singuished ag Greeks, ilbanians, lave, Armenisne, Jews, Turks otc, pro-
surably on the basis of their native tongues,
2¢ A good example of western Foditerranean shipping can be given by a bresk-
of the nationality of ships that brought salt from Ivizms to Anconm
in the years 1519-22. Of 44 ships whose nutionality can be identified,
were lagusan, & Piscayan, 7 Idigurian, € Lieilian, 3 Flemish, 2 iajorcan
snd 1 Frenchs These contructs are in the following notariea' books -
1 ASA 33, 11 ASA 11-1b,
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Hagusa, which combined the benefits of an expandiing commerce with a fleet
which by the middle of the sixteenth century was carrying goods for third
parties and for Ragusans as far afield as Goa and Brazil. The reason for
Ancona's comparative backwardness in this field can be seen to be a
combination of a shortage of capital, materials and space. Certainly

in the two last requirements of a shipbuilding centre Rapgusa was very
well placed,

A1l the shipping using the port, whatever its nationality, conformed
approximately to the same general pattern of operations Iven shipping
owned by persons whose cultural background was completely different from
that of the Italians and fagusans who provided the majority of the shipping
using the port accepted a statutory and customary framework within which
to operate their ships that was very similar to that developed by the
Italians. This is not very swrprising for, in the absence of strong State
interference in the operation of shipping as with the Venetian galley system,
the problems facing shipowners snd shippers would be much the same whether
they were operating from Ancona, Comstantinople or indeed london. Within
the Mediterranean, custom and commercial law had developed over the last
five hundred years to govern such matters as insurance, chartering, the
management of unaccompanied goods and the rights and obligations of the
various persons involved in shipping and in the carriage of goods by sea.
Within such a general framework there were of course variations from place
to place but such variations were on the whole fairly trivial., Below, this
framework will be considered as it can be seen from the records at Ancona.
First the structure of shipowning and the function of shipowners will be
discussed, followed by an analysis of the functions of various key personnel
on board ship, and cencluding with a survey of the various methods of
chartering and insuring ships.

Although it was not unusual for ships, even large ones, to be owned by
an individual, it wes more often the case that a ship would be owned by a
nusber of co-owners (parzoneveli). Generally large ships were divided
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into 24 shares (garati) and any number of these carats or parts of them
would be owned by individuals or by partnerships. Smaller ships were more
often divided into simple fractions, though the usc of carats for even quite
small vessels is quite common. Ships or parts of ships were freely
alienable, often apparently without reference to the other co-owmers. Ships
could be seized for non-payment of debt, as was the 'Canta Maria d'Turopa’
which was handed over to the representatives in incona of the master's
Genoese creditors in Cadiz.z More frequent was the sequestration of sails
and rudder for the dual purpose of selling them to realize the value of the
debt, and of preventing the departure of the ciebi;cnr.."6 Similarly ships were
pledged as security for loans, as whon the Cretan master of a galleon
pledged his ship as security for a Joan from the Venetian consul to pay his
erew."

The pattern of ownership at Ancona was very cosmopolitan. The only
regulation that hns been found limiting the internantional ownership of ships
was one which forbade the sale to foreigners of Anconitan vessels fitted out
for printurtu.s However it seems that the authorities at incona were
somotimes alarmed at the growing foreign domination of the port and two
statutes have been discovered wiich tried to do something to improve the
situatione

The first of these statutes, which was repeated quite often sugpesting
that it was difficult to enforce, forbade Anconitan merchante to charter
a foreign ship if an Anconitan ship was in the port. If the resson for
the chartering of a foreign vessel was that the Anconitan freight-rates were
not competitive, then the mattor was to be referred to arbitrntionﬁ. The

1. This statemont iz based on the fact that no reference to permisaion to
sell by co-owners has been found.

2¢ 1 A58 20 el135ve

3¢ Lege 4 ASA 1=3 ¢107v. Frotest by shipowner at the seizure of the rudder
and sails of his ghip for nen-payment of the salt tax.

e 14 a8a 5 edr.

5. FPardessus, op.cit, rubdlxxvi, pp.178-9.

6. Idem rub.xcvii, 197 and also ASCA, 47 , ccSv-7r.
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fictitious sale of a foreign ship to by-pass this regulation carried

very heavy finu.’ Whether any of the ships sold which appear in the notariel

contracts were the subject of such fictitious purchases is impossible to say

although one or two deals certainly seem to bo coverihg up somthin{g.z lio

reference to the contravention, or indeed implementation of this prierity has

been found in the notarial documents.

1.
2o

Idem rub.xevii, p.198.

The following sequence of contracts relating to the ship "Sant'indrea”
give some idea of the difficulty in interpretation arising from the
selective nature of notarisl contracts. rom these contracta it would
appear that Giacomo Barbaro sold the same ship 27 times and that Geronimo
Agli bought it 1) times but newer sold it. There is no record that
Sealamontl or Fiergiacomo Greco, who appear as later owners, paid anything
to Geronime Agli. Note also the changes in the roles of owner, patrone
and sailor amongst the various persoms involved. The solution may lie

in other documents not in the notaries' books or may be an instance of
fictitious purchuse for one resson or another.

27 Augel509, Giacomo Barbare sold Geronime Agli half the ship "Sant®
mm)" and half a barca for 225 gold ducats, (1A5A 25
.

1 Ogt. 1509. Giacomo Barbaro sold “eronimo Agli the ship “Sant'indrea" for
400 gold ducats, payment to be made to various creditors of
Barbaro in Ancona and the balance of 300 ducats to an
Anconitan merchant in Alexandria. Agli to pay 3C ducats es
premium on the insurance of the 300 ducats travelling to
Alexandrims Agli to employ Barbaro as a sailor at 3 ducats

a months (Idem ¢127v).

20 Oeted509. Agli, as of "Sant'indrea" promises Anconitan mer-
chants to oil and grain at Fermo, (13 434 9 ¢ 285r).

27 Oet,1509« Melchiorre Agli received in cambium 72 ducatse from a
Spanish merchant for the voyage incoma - Alexandria - Rhodes
oen the ship "Sant'Andrea". (Idem ¢293v).

10 Now, 1509, Barbaro sold Giovanbattista Soulamonti the ship "Sant'indrea'
for 450 ducats. Money roceived. (1 ASA 25 clS56v).

Same day. Scalamonti 'dominus et patronus' of "Sant'indrea" confirmed
R o e e
ol n +Agli patrene for
the voyage Ancona to Alexandria and return at a selary of
-5 ducats a wonth, (Idem ¢l57r).

10 Dec,1509. Sealamonti sold the ship to Plergiacomo Greco for 550 gold
ducates Money received. (Idem ¢183).

Same day. Piergiacomo acknowledged himself debtor of G.Agli for
and letters of exchange to the value of 140 ducats
with the ship. (Idem clB4r)

Same day. Piergincomo acknowledged himself the debtor of Scalamenti
~ for of 33 ducats travelling with the ship, now stated
to ve for Constantinople. (Idem ¢184r)
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The second exception relates to ships bought with the aid of loans
from the Commmne. The first reference to this practice is in two statutes
of 1511 and 1512-1 Those who brought ships bought abroad i?ovar GO0
botte to the port of Ancona could borrow up to 100 gold ducats for five years,
provided that the ships were not over five years old were not ifngusan.z
However the ships could not be sold again without the permission of the
Councils A further reference to loans, this time for ships being built in
4ncona, is found in a nrhn of decrees of 1520 for the removal of unemploy-
ment.” Those miking ships of over 40C botte in the port of incona to sail
under the flag of Ancona would receive a loan of 1000 gold ducats from the
Comsmne for six years, under condition th:at the veasel was not sold to
anyone not living in the city or contado of Anconas

The shareholders in a ghip were bound to pay their share in the fitting-
out of the vessel, and refusal to do this could result in a forced loan being
made by the other sharcholders on the security of the defaulter's share of
the ship or en his other podo.“ Additional expenditure would normally be
paid for ocut of the common pool, any profits being shared out according to
the inveotment of the shareholders, either at the end of the voyage or at
some other matually agreed time. If they were not travelling themselves,
shipowners were normally in the habit ef appointing a procurator amongst those
who were to look after their interests, both as werchants and shipownors.>
mmummw failure of a shareowner to answer for his
share to the ship's officers could mean that he would not be indemmnified in
mmofm.6anh of this has been found in the
notarial records.

1« FPardessus, opecit, pp.207-10.

2, The reason for the prohibition of Ragusan ships in this Statute is not
clear, MNo reference to the sale of a Rngusan ship to an Anconitan after
this date has been found.

3¢ ASCA, 47, cc.127v-128v.

be rardessus, op.eit, Mub.iii, pp.118-19.

Se ¥or example 13 ASA 9 elS4v. 14 MHay 1509. lorenzo Ridelfi in the name
of Nicole Lippi as for nimcarats in the iotto "danta laria
g. Lorete' appoin Strinati of Ilorence, merchant living in Pera,

procurator. xu
6+ rardessus, op.cit, Rub.$, pp.REEQ, 126-],
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Shipowners were liable to warious forms of taxmtion. Taxes such as
arboragsio were taxes on the movement of a ship, payable on entry to a port.
At Ancona, in addition, shipowners had to pay to the depositario pecutiie portus
two per cent of the value of the ship each year. The value was estimated by
two "expertos ad extimandum navigia" and the tax was norrally paid the first
time that the ship left port during the fiscal year, though shipowners were
still liable even if the ship was laid up for the whole of the year.
Unfortunately there are no records of the collection of this tax extant, as
it would be a very wvaluable source for analysing the size of the Anconitan
merchant sarine.

The representative of the owmers on board the ship was known as the
patrone. The co-owners might appoint one of their own number to be putrone
or might appodnt a third party.> Alternatively the patrome might himself
be the owmer of the ship.” Although unusual for large ships, this practice
was quite normal for smller ships and for barche the institution of an
owner-skipper combining the functions of owner and patrone was typical.l’ It
not one and the same person, the relation of the patrome to the owners
was similar to that of the overseas representatives of Italian companies
at the same period, Lither -Modscr a sharcholder, he was responsible
day and night to the sharcholders for the safety of the ship and its gear
as well aa for making a satisfactory return on their investment "luera facienda

more boni "Mn“ He was expected to keep accounts and to present them

1. Ciavarini, opecit, ppsBB-9s For a similar form of taxation in Fagusa see

Jo Tadié, 'Le port do iaguse «.e', opecit, pel7.

38, Note the expression om et patronus's 1ASA 25 el57r.

43, Also at Barceloma, See CoCarrdre, opscit. ppe %-q%.

S8, Very fouw examples of the salaries of any ship's officers have been found.
Examples of the order of magnitude are 120 ducats a year (14 ASA 5 cl60v)

& month (1 ASA 25 e157r). Both these salaries included the
right to cargo space. :"‘hﬂ°fn°°‘hﬂ’ml'mwbmﬂlwnh1pm
been fou year.

:
:
B8
8
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either from voyage to wm1 or when he wns askdéd for t}um.z at which
time he would usually pay to the owners their profits pro rata of their
investument,

The length of the patrone's appointment varied. Most salaried patroni
were appointed at the commencement of a voyage for ite duration. But patroni
who were also sharsholders in the ship might hold the office for longer. (n
the sale of a ship, the patrone was either confirmed in his office or a new
appointment was made. The procedure on the death of the patrone is not clear
The only example of the re-appointment of a pstrone in such a situation that
that has been found showed that the successor, a relation of the dead patrons,
vas appointed by the charterers.”  Since other important decisions were left
to the community of merchants on Imnr«l.‘i this may well have been normal
procedure. Alternatively the patrone might appoint his own predecessor in
his will,

vhen a ship was lying in its home port, the patrone wes normally subject
to the consent of his employers or co-owners before chartering or l‘it:tim;--mxt.5
The problems of dual managoment that this implied can be illustrated from the
protest of the sailors of a ship owned by a ferugian merchant in 1%93. The
seilors made n formal protest before the notary that the vessel was hanging
around Ancona in good weather instead of proceeding to Barletta ns contracted.
When he was called on to reply to the sailors' protest, the patrone said that
he, too, wished to proceed to Barletta but the owner had ordered him to remain
in m‘ﬁ Unce out of pert, however, the patrone had necessarily more or
less complete freedom to act on behalf of the owners. He was given

1. Idem ¢é3p.
§0 mlzp.dt. Rubevy ppei2i=z,
& cl33r. 21 Ccte 1521, Florentine charte ¥
appoint a new patrene after it h:\d sunk in a eru‘a s R e
b See below PPs I54-5 .
S« DAD, Div.Not. £8, o38v.
6' 15 ASh cZGb.
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freedom to charter as seemed best to him, to trade with the accumulated
freight payments as well as to trade on hia own b«hmlt‘..‘1 To facilitate
this, salaried patroni were always provided with a proportion of the total
cargo space (portata) as well ss a salary. Usually the anount is not stated,
the contract merely stating “cum mercede et portata molite”, but occasionally
details are given, presumnbly becmuse the amount wus different from custom.
Although the patrone had very great m«bn/ once at am.) he was, however, B”/
circumperibed to a certain extent by existing charter-parties as well us by
the concensus of opinion of the merchants travelling with the ahip.z

Clearly the position of patrone was one of great responsibility watiee
and for its successful performance would require a man of considerable ability
and enterprise. The rewards that such a man, at once sailor, merchant and on
many occasions diplomat, could expect were no doubt highe .lthough often a
patrone was an employee or a junior sharshelder, this was by no means alwaye
the case. le was often the majority shareholder or at least the largest single
shareholder and as such would have a more than equal say in the manngement
of the ship., Yurthermore that a patrone, even though he held no shares in the
ship at all, might be a person of considersble wealth is shown by an interesting
document of 1484, Here the newly appointed patrone of a ship, bought by two
brothers of Ancona from a Uencese, contracted to pay the balance of the purchase
price which he would receive from the brothers on safe arrival in Fera, the ship
and its freights travelling at hiz, the patrone's risk. The loan was nearly
unummmmmwm.’

If the borderline between patrome and owner is often difficult to gauge,
that between patronme and p_qgio_l_'o_ is also in many cases ill-defined. The

Te DAD, DiveNot. &8 e38v.

2e Gee below pp.isw-<,

3¢ 1% ASA 1=3 ¢160s The loan was 1100 ducatsj the patrone's salary
was 120 ducate.
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nogchiero was the officer responsible for sailing the ship and the crew were
to his dinipltn.1 He made the decisions on mooring and pi].m:.u\gwe.‘2 subject
however to the directions of the patrome and the merchants on the route and
the ports of call. His contribution to the latter was to form one of a committee
of five composed of himself, the patrone and three merchants,” This democratiec
approach to the running of the ship must have led to confusion in times of
danger as & communal decision was required both for ughmins" and abandeoning
ahi.p.s

Despite the first impression thut the nmtgr_g was involved only in
nautical problems, another rubric of the statutes states thut he was responsitle
for administering the shares of owners who lhad not appointed an agent for the
purpose, and gives a scale of charges for this mwloo.6 One would have
expected that such an administrative function would fall to either the
socrivano (purser) or patreme. In fact nocchieri appear very infrequently in
the notarial documents and it is difficult to get a more precise idea of their
functions It seems probeble that they were only engaged on large vessels,  and
that otherwise the twe roles were both carried out by the patrone.

A very important official on board ship was the gerivano. At once purser
and public notary, the same faith was given him a: to a notary ashore. rrior
to taking up his appointment he had to swear, in the presence of the majority
of the morchants or if there were no merchants, the nocchiero and three sailors,
to exercise his office ""bene et legnliter ... tam pro patronis dictorum navigiorum
quam pro pPerchatoribus et marinariis: et aliis navigantibus in dictis navigiis".
OUnce sworn in he had to write in his books all that pertained to his office

1s Vardessus md‘. MM‘. pp.l‘lo-l; Rub.xxxi. p.l‘i}.

2 Idem, Rubs xxxi, pelh3e

3¢ Idem, Rubsxxxii, ;.1‘\3-:3‘

be Tdem, Rubs lxxxvii, pe188. Patrone, nocchiers and crew to make decision to
lighten ship.

S ldem, Rubssootdii, ppelil-5, No one to abandon ship or run out ship's boat
without the consent of a majority of those in danger.

6 Idem, Rub. xxxvi, pellbs

7+ No refsrence to a nocchiero has been found on any ship smaller than a navis.
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and such writing had to be given "plena fides".1 Unce the ship was
outside the state of Ancona, he functioned &s a public notary and could
write wills and contr:cts provided that he observed the correct forms.s
The books that pertained to his office would include the ledgers relating
to the management of the ship and his catasto, wherein he would register
all the goods that had been loaded in the ship from the bills of lading

ﬁgolize di caricamento). To insure thut he did this correctly, the

scrivano wss expected to be present at loading and to keep a tally.}

He also had to make note of all goode that were loaded in rechomanda;ioniu

and to register the cargo-space allotted to each sailor and whether the

J On return to Ancona, the customs

concession had been ceded to anothers
officer boarded the ship and sealed the goods, and then the scrivano had to
give on cath "principales libros totius horeris ipsorum navigiorum".6

As might be expected, the scrivanc was often called to give evidence
in cases of dispute over freight or rights of ownership of carge. For
example, in April 1541 the scrivano of a !agusan shipy affirmed on oath
that a certain Florentine merchant had not loaded various hides at Vera and
Rodosto which he claimed to have done. The scrivano then went on to state
what he had in fact loaded "per la poliza".7 Agein in the event of
damage or losses at sea, it was on his testimony that the average-adjustors
settled the individual claims. The maritime statutes of /ncona made
provision for both particular average, the calculation of the shares to be
paid by shipowners and werchants to those of their number who had lost

W
property as a result of unintentional damage to the ship,” and general

1. ASCA, 89, Rubs xc. Fardessus, op.cit, Rub.xv, pp.128-30,
2+ Idem, ubexV, Ppel29=3Cs

3, Idem, locscit.

‘0. Id.-’ mb.l. pnl&‘}.

5. Idem, rub.kii, Pelb5e

6e Ciavarini, opecit, p.182.
7. 31 ASA 13 clbr. Also see 13 AsA 1 cl62r,

8, FPardessus, opecit, rub.lmvi. PPOIM.
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average in the event of intentional damnge (esge lightening ship) to secure
the safety of the ship and its cargo.1 o contribution was required by
non-guf ferers, however, to those who lost goods to cor:z.zd.rs.:2 In all such
cases the testimony and the books of the scriveno clearly carried cone-
siderable weight and it was important that the temptation or possibility
of fraud on his part should be rermoved as far as possibles <he normal
penalty for fraud in the Mediterranean was the loss of the right hand
and this was often written into the scrivanc's oath which he took on entering
offices To supplement this the scrivano was appointed by representatives
of both the merchants and ownera, as happened in April 1517 when the owner
of the 'Santa Maria de Loreto' and five merchants representing the
majority of all the merchants on board appointed a Venetian as serivano
for a voyage from Ancona to Pera.3 Furthermore the Statutes laid down
that the serivano must not be the patrone or a part-owner, 4 nor the
brother or nephew of the Etrm,?

Although the law stated that a scrivano must not be the patrone
or the owner of a ship, it seems probable that on small ships the owner-
skipper or patrone must have fulfilled his role, since the expense of a
scrivano, with a working crew of only two or three would have been too much
of a luxury. The only reference to a lacrivano on a ship smaller than o
navis was on a pilgrim caravel travelling from Ancona to Syria in 151\‘2.'6
Serivani would bhe carried on long voysges such as these, especially in
the carriage of pilgrims who would no doubt be glad of his services as
p\{blic notary. Another ﬁng when it was probable that a scrivano would

bé carried on a small ship was when two or more such ships were travelling

Te Idem rub. lxxxvii, pe189.

2¢ Locecits Pardessus (LEQ) notes that the bizarre system of contribution
. adopted in Ancona appears to be unique.

4s Pardessus, op.cit, rubexlvii, pp.156-8.

D AwA| 89' rubexc.

6e 31 ASA 13 e385v.
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together., .Although no examples of this have been found, it is
noteworthy that the Statutes always refer to ships in the plural when
discussing the duties of the acrivanoz

The remainder of the crew had nc commercial function and were
engaged to sale the ships Both officers and men received cargo-space
in addition to their salaries. These were either cmn:omz'y‘2 or were
stated in particular chartor—partiu} or contracts of omployment.h
For a voyage out of the Gulf, sailors were paid three months in advance
and the balance at their doaunatton.B Having contracted to go on a
voyage by accepting a deposit (arra) or by shaking hands with the patrone
or nocchiero in the presence of the scrivano, the sailor was bound to
complete the voyngocs He could be dia;niased only for treachery, dis-
obedience to the nocchiere, in the event of the sale of the ship or when
the ship was laid up for the winter.(? Anconitan sailors were armed and
expected to defend their ships though not to seek troublo.8

Apart from the officers and the crew, there were generally a certain
number of merchants on board ship travelling with their own or their
employers' merchandise. Theue had some powers to offset the possibility
of being at the mercy of an unscrupulous patrone. Although the destination
of & ship was normally decided by the owners who then let cargo-space to
those who wanted to load, the route once decided could not be changed
without the consent of at least two-thirds of the merchants measured by
the amount of goods loadeds’ Much more power rested with the merchants

when the whole ship was chartered by an individual or a group of merchants,

1e H.fls the quotation from the Statutes on p.Méd. 151

2s As 15 ASA 67 e71rs 'Cum stipendio e portata dari eliis marinariis
anconitanis per alias naves anconitanas talis portate qualis est dictae...'

3¢ 36 ASA 3 c206v, Charter of burca 'reservato le portate di marinari cio &
di some sei per caduno'.

4, Often sailors were hired by the year or longer period as famuli (servants),
In this case salary would be stated in their contract but portata would
be likely to vary from voyage to voyuge.

5. lardessus, ops.cit, rub.liv, pp.166~7.

6o ldem, rubex, pp.125-6-

7« Idem, rub liv, pe167.

8¢ Idem, rub. lxxix, p.180; rub.lvi, p.168 says that the nocchiere and the
ship's ¢ must remain in port on receipt of news of pirates.

9+ Idem, rubely ppellé~?; rubexlix, p.l62.



in which case the werchants would normally decide on the route.
furthermore as was seen above, the merchants had a hand in the selection
of the scrivano, from the business point of view the most important
person on board for them. Merchants also selected from amongst their
number a consul who together with two councillors gave judgment on
differences between them. Appeals could be made from such judgments to
Anconitan consuls at home or a‘.:rond.“

Not many merchants, however, travelled in person with their goods
at this period and most of the persons travelling on the ship would be
representatives, in one manner or another, of their shore-based principals,
If not travelling himself, a merchant could adopt a number of procedures
to ensure the correct dispatch of his business. OSimplest of all wes to
consign the goods to his factor abroad. Alternatively he might send the
goods or cash in commenda or ad cambium although both these two ways of
doing business were rather clumsy and nrohaic.a If one had goods to be
carried by sea, it was easier to have them looked after on a commission or
calary besis. This involved either the appointment of a procurator to
look a’ter one's intereasts or of a supercargo. The supercargo, often an
employee or a relation of the merchants handled all business on their
behalf and contracts often atated that his expenses were to be met by the
patrone.”

Another common way of arranging for the management of unaccompanied
goods was to entrust them to the patrone. This wus particularly the case
for straightforwvard matters such as the purchase and consignment of grain
where it was often the patrone's responsibility to make the purchase for

1. Idem, rub.xlvii, ppel56-60,

2. Tor these contracts see above pp.49-50,

3e 31 ASA 21-22 e13r. Fatrone to pay expenses of supercargo on voyag
Ancona - Crete - Lisbon. See also 36 ASA 3 cl8lr, s
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his chartererss This was very common at Ragusa where the carriage
of grain was a very regular business and patroni would know all the ports
and agents well, in aidition to being knowledgable on the subject of the
quality and price of various grains. In a typical example, the patrone
was given cash by a number of merchants to go to Calabria and "ubi melius
videbitur dicto patrono per utilitate dictorum mercatorum cum allis eorum
pecuniis emere frumentum novum bonum cum omni avantagio sibi possibile per
dicta utilitate ipserum mercatorum se.s'' Otherwise the patrone might
be instructed in his charter to sail to such a port and there await the
instructions of the charterer's agent or some other peraon.a The price
of osuch services was either reflected in the freight rate or a commission
was agreed in the mnﬂ;rmt.:5

No idea can be obtained from the sources of the number of merchants
or representatives that did travel with ships in this period. That active
trading was considercd worth encouraging is shown by a statute of 1512 which
provided for the selection by lot of one man per 100 botte to travel with
ships bought with the aid of the loans given by the Commune. These men had
to be of the merchant class and aged between 1% and 45 years. They could
load up to 50 ducats worth of goods and were paid a salary, half of which

: eradited to them in the cu-to.." The purpose of this statute was

probably to give a start to young merchgnts, much in the same way as the

5 For merchants in general travelling

"bowmen of the quarterdeck” at Venice.
with their gooda the impression that one receives from the notarial documents
is that the voyages of inconitan and Ragusan shipas to Alexandria and
Constantinople provided them with far more opportunity to make profitable

decisions on the spot than the more routine voyages in the Adriatic and

1. DAD, Div.Not. 80 ¢185v,

2, 4s 15 ASh 6=7 ec71r-73r. The patrone of an Anconitan ship was instructed
to report to the charterer's agent in Pora. For the second part of the
voyage from Pera to risa, this agent was to provide a supercargo.

3« DAD, DiwveN 111 ¢113v. The patrone of a lagusan galleon to receive a
commission of 2 per cent on hﬁ purchase of grain in Patras or Arta for
incona,

by Pardessus, Opodt. 41 +208=10,

5e FeCilune, Andrea Serbarigo, Merchant of Venice (1418-49) (Balkmere , 1144)

Pp-1-1%.
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Aegeans This would no doubt lead to a sreater incentive for merchants
to travel in person. In the same way it appears that fur more Turkish
and Oreek merchants came in person on voyages to Ancona, than for
instance Italians. The further the distance, the less accurate was one's
knowledge of market conditions and the greater the need for entrepreneurial
skill, Vhether this factor inflated the numbers travelling on longer
voyages is very difficult to say since it was generally the larger ships that
made such voyages and thus one would expect the numbers to be higher in
any case.

By the eurly sixteenth century the contract between the merchants
and the owners of a ship was normally in the form of a charter-party,
although occasionally a ship was cb%rtorad in the form of a gromioeio1

or a societas trafficandi super mare with shipowner and shipper sharing

the profits of a voyage. By this date the charter-party had settled down
into a well-established form of contract requiring little more than the
£11ling-in of the relevant details of a particular agreement.

The charter-party (naulizatum) was a very straight-forward document
with few of the problems of interpretation to be found in some notarial
documentss The merchants promised to deliver a certain quantity of goods
at a ¢ertain port within a certain time. The patrone promised to have
his ship ready for sea with a sufficient crew within the same time and
then to load the goods and carry them on a pre-determined route to a
specified port, where either he or the merchant or the merchant's
representative would unload themes Within a cortain time after unloading,
the merchant promised to pay the naulum (freight) or the balance, if an
advance had been paid. PFenalties were laid down for the non-fulfilment

of these clauses, 4 common penalty was the equivalent of the freight lost

Te 15 ASA 1-3 ¢70v. Cwner of a barca promised to go to Civitanova and load
grain, then to proceed to Pesaro 'et hoc per naulo ceee’
2¢ 1 ABA 16 €102, 4 tailor of Ancona and the owner of a naviglio from Lesina

(Hvar) formed a societas in which the tailor invested ducats and his
partner the nnvi@o. Trofits to be divided 50150,
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to be paid by a shipper who failed to provide the agreed corgo on t.ime.1
Another was demurrage at a specified rate if loading exceeded a certain
tim.a Many contracts also specified waiting time in intermediate ports
28 well as unloading time in the port of destination and demurrage would
be paid if either were exceeded. The mention of specific penalties for
non-fulfilment of the patrone's obligations is rate in the contracts, though
allegations against the patrone formed the basis of much subsequent litigatione.
If the charter-parties of Ancona and Ragusa, which were more or
less identical, are compared witn a collection of seventeenth-century lnglish
charter-parties in the possession of Frofessor ¥eJe Fisher four main points
of difference can be notod-3 Firstly at incona the same contract (naulizatum)
is used whether the whole ship was hired o a group of merchants or whether
merchants merely chartered space on a ship whose route and mansgement was
entirely in the hands of the shipowners. In EIngland the charter-party
would only have been used in the first case, & bill of lading being sufficient
documentary evidence in the second. It seems probable that this was also
true at Ancona on many occasions and that this is one reason why naulizata
are in fact rare in the notary's books. iiost of the trade of the port was
carried on fairly stereotyped routes where, in the majority of cases, it
would have been possible for anyone requiring ¢argo-space to find it in a few
days. Certainly in the letter-books of Flofentine merchants thot have been
examined no mention is made of paulizata for the carriage of goods between
Ancona and Ragusa, though all the letters make careful instructions as to

1. BSee 39 A5A 1 eB1v, 'Facto est quod si dicti conductores non curicarent in
dicto schirazzo ommes supradictas ballas quod casu teneantur solvere dicto
patrone totum et integrum naulum tumquam si onus praedictum recepisset cee'
or the interesting Italian shorthand for this clause 'se .... non
charichassino la ditta quantita e... siono tenuti et cosi promettino
pagare «.e voito per pieno ....' 36 ASA 3 eb3v. See also lardessus, opecit,
rubeli, ppel64=5,

2¢ 15 ASA 6-7 ¢72r. An inconitan ship chartered for Pera and then iisa to wait
two and a half months at Fera after which time the charterer promised to
pay 7 ducats for each subsequent day.

3+ These are copies of charter-parties from the High Court of Admiralty
records in the FeReC.
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what should be done with the bill of lud:lng.1 ivesumably those examples

of naulizata covering this sort of business - incidentally the majority of

all naulizata discovered - reflect unusual caution on the part of the shipper.
Another difforence betwoen the inglish and Anceonitan cha:ter-partieas, mainly

o reflection of the above, is the rarity of time charters ot incona. The

time charter was the commonest form for the Inglish contracts but at incona
there are very few examples. lartly thie was because so ruch of the business
was merely the hiring of cargo-space on a particular "liner" route, but also
it reflects the differonce in the traling area of the two places. ‘herecas
Pnglish shipping was chartered to sail in the /Atlantic, shipping at incona
never went further than lisbon or Alexandris. Within such small limits a
voyage charter, with possibly a time limit, would probtably be more ssnsible,
since the length of the voyage would never be in such doubt as would that

of the ‘nglish merchants chartering a ship to sail "in and {rom such :orts

and places within the Islands of the Azores, NHewfoundland and Irsland or

at sny other southwards islands soe that it lye not to the southward of 26° Hoo
The other two differences between these two sources of charter-parties really
supplement each other, In Angland it wac fairly common for the merchants to
contract to pay and victual the crew but extremely rare for & deposit on the
freight to be made. In Ancona it was quite common for a deposit to be ma e,
but I have found no example of the merchant contracting %o pay the crew, indeed
more often is it the case that the shipowner contracts to feed the uu;wrcurgo.z
But these are small differences = in both cases the charterers are giving the
shipowner soge assictance in fitting-out, The really stiriking feature of a
comparison of seventeenth-century inglish charter-parties and their sixteenth-
century Anconitan counterparts is their similarity. Like the problems of

g Eo.' m M8 538 ellOr.
2. Eege 31 A3A 21=91 €13r} 36 454 3 ¢181r,
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absentde merchants running their business overseas, the problems of operating
shipping in pre-industrial, or rather pre-telegraphic days, were very much
the same in ingland or the Nediterranean, and the solution to most of thece
problems l-% been evolved by generations of merchants, and in particular
by Italian merchants in their great period of development from 1000 to 1500,
To return to the evidence as seen from Ancona, if the whole ship had
been chartered, the cargo was quite often not specified and the patrone
merely contracted to leoad "tot et tantes mercantias' that the chartoxi‘; provided.
Toie would also be the normal formula to be used in relstion to return
cargoea. Again with the charter of the whole ship, far more flexibility would
be shown with regard to the routes The general direction of the voyage would
appear in the contract but particulars might be left to the discretion of the
patrone or supercargo, or else it would be agreed that the ship would eall
at various ports where a decision on the further destinstion of the ship
would be mades This practice, known as divisa, was mogt common in the charter
of ships to carry grain. A port of the legean might bLe specified for divisa
on the final loading pert and them one or two other ports might be named for
a decision on the final unloading ports. As an example of these practices
the char§er of the iagusan ship 'lanta Maria della Misericordia' can be taken,
This ship was chartered in January 1551 by a merchant in Ancona to load grain
and hides in various ports of the iegean at the discretion of the supercargo.
Unce loaded the ship was to proceed to iendimelle in Calabria for the firet
divhg on whether the ship waz to unload in Italy or Spain, If in Italy the
ship was to proceed to leghern for a divisa on whether to unload there or in
Viareggio. If in Spain the divisa was to be made in Alicante: eleven ports

from Valencia to Lisbon were named as possible doatinationa.1 iresumably

Te 31 AGA 21=22 e13rs
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these decisions were made on the basis of information from local arents.
Malta and ‘ante (Zakinthos) were the commonest places for such decisions
to be made in connection with the Ragusan and /Anconitan grain trade.

If only part of a ship was chartered by one merchant or a group of
merchants, they had no control over the route, which was laid down by the
patrone. Alternative unloading ports would thus have to be at the normal
points of call on that routes A change of route required the assent of at
least two-thirds of the merchants, calculated by the amount of merchandise
carried,  Clearly there were considerable advantages in flexibility in
chartering a whole ship or at least two-thirds of ene, although these would
have to be set against the danger of shipping @o much in one bottom. The
best solution was no doubt that of the fagusan grain shippers. Twenty or
thirty merchants would charter a whole ship thus gaining flexibility whilst
minimizing risk, sSuch associations of merchants to charter a ship were
uncommon in Ancona. Risk-spreading of this kind is most evident amongast the
Turkish and Jewish merchants who shipped cloth to the opposite coast of the
Adriatic, but this was such n welleused route that it would not secem that
flexibility was a motive in chartering the whole ship.

Several methods of calculating the freight were in use. Very common
within the Adriatic was the payment of a lump sum for a specified round tx-ip.;2
This method of payment would be used for n merchant who had chartered the
whole ship for the particular voynge and would aveid calculation of freight
on the miscellaneous cargo that such a voyage would probably involve, .imilar
to this method of what amounted to a guaranteed hire payment were the few

3
exarples of time charter that have been founds For fairly hemogeneous €argoes,

1. lardessus, ope.cit, rub,i, pp.116-7,
2e Lump sums were also paid for the charter of larger ships to the eastern
Fediterranean, e.ge 13 ASA 1 c223r, DAD, Div.Not. 65 ¢12,
3¢ 15 ASA 1=3 cl1lv. Charter ofeﬁm to load wine for 14 ducats egch month
out of Ancona. Also 13 ASA ¥ ¢229r.
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such as grain, wine or valonea, freight was usually determined at se much
per unit of volume or weight delivered at a specified pert. This would
apply whether the charter was for the whole ship or only for part of the
ship. The shipment of cloth to the eastern Adriatic was calculated at so
mach per bales

Fore complicated was the caleulation of freight on naves geing to the
eastern Mediterranean. Very few charters for these voyages exist, although
it is apparent from other contracts that it was normal procedure for at least
twe or three Anconitan ships to leave for Constantineple and Pera each year, as
well as others for Alexandria and Syria. The reason for the lack of charters
is probably the same as for the shortage of charters generelly ~ that these
routes, like the Adriatic routes were fairky regular "liner" routes and the
payment of freight was based on an cstablished tariff. The evidence for
this assumption is that in most of the existing charters, reference is rade
to such a tariff, even though the ships chartered were not the normal *liners".
The best example of this is a charter made in Hay, 1491 in which the outward
carge to Fera was not specified but the naulum of 45 ducats was to be paid in
Fera "secundum consuetudinem et tariffam anconitananm'. The return cargo
vas also to be carried according to the tariff of /‘ncona but with many
exceptions where special rates were quohd.1 From the little evidence that
is available, it would seem that, as in this case, the tariff was based on
differential rates, low (in this case a low lump sum) for the cutward voyage
and higher for the return. Jometimes the outward cgrgo would travel free
as in May, 1553 when Jewish merchants chartered three-quarters of a Hagusan
ship for the voyage Ancona - ilexandria - Ancona. The outward cargo of paper
and cloth was to travel free whilst the entire freight was calculated on

Te 15 ASA 6=7 ccP0v-72. See also DAD, Mv.got. 87 ¢191v; 106 ¢180r for Ragusan
ships carrying gooda to or from incona 'secundum tariffam .ncone'.
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the return carge of flax, hides, spices, ashes and suaar.1 In the inglish
charter-parties discussdd above goods carried outward to the wine ports of
France or Spain were usually carried free and the entire freight was
calculated on the return carge of wine, whilst L.H.Byrne in his book,
lenoese Shipping in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Centurges, Shows that the
freight of ships going tec the eastern Mediterranean were normally calculated
in essentially the same way as my example abcva."‘

In view of the importance of the eastern Nediterranean ad a destination
for goods from Ancena, whether by land or sea, it is unfortunate that the
tariff discussed above no longer exists. s it is, only twe rates for the
carrisge of goods to Contantinople have been Io\md."’ All other cargoes
were carried as part of a lump sum agreement or else according to the tariff
of inconn. On other routes the rates for only two types of carge appear in
suf ficient numbers to enable any kind of average rates to be calculated. The
firat is the carriage of cleth from incona to the ports of Albania and
southern Yugoslavia. The range of rates is from 15 to 40 aspri per hnlc.!’
representing from about cone-guarter to fomr~-fifths of one per cent of the
value of the cargo. The other carge is the carriage of grain and in
the following table grain freight rates between various places are given,

1e 36 ASA 5 ellbr.
24 (Wd‘.| Mass. 1930). ”0”“’2' “9‘58'

3¢ 13 487 9 e271r. 01l to Pera at 2] ducats per milliarium. This rate
was only slightly in excess of rates within the .driatic for the carriage
of oil, 36 ASA 3 ef3r. Cloth to Constantinople at 7§ aspri per
kersey, about three times the Adriatic rate.

ks For notes on money see pg.112-4. This range was calculated from twenty
naulizata, 1525-52. The usual range was 20-30 aspri (15 contracts).
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all rates having been converted to ducats per cum’:-

TABLE IV.

Grain Freight Rates.”
(Ducats per carro)

Ancena - Jara P Ancona - Ionisn Sea - Ancona Bkt
Ancona - Ravenna, Ferrara 1l Ancona - Aegean jea - Ancona 35
Ancema - Venice, Trieste 1.2 Ragusa - Aegean Sea - /Ancona 3h
Ancona - Barletta 2 Ragusa - Lgypt - Ancona 6=7
Ancona - Naples 23 imgusa - Aegesn UJea - Narcelona 8
incena - Civitavecchia 3 Ragusa - Aegean Sea - Lisbon 11

(The price of grain in Ancona ranged from 20 to 50 ducats per carre).

Apart from the normal features of a naulizatum considerdd above, special
clauses were often inserted. These were most often in connection with the
apportionment of expenses, presumably on such occasions as the apportionment
ran counter to custom. Such expenses might be the payment of supercargoes
and pilots, port taxes and customs' duties, the provision of small boats to
unload in shallow harbours, the provision of barrels for the colloction of
wine, or if he was travelling himself the cost of the merchant's board. Other
special clauses included agreements on the provision of cargo-space for
merchants other than the charterer such as the Jewish werchant who chartered
a Turkish schirazzo in December 1551 and specified that his bales were to be
placed below deck and thut no one else's cargo was to be loaded before he had
completed loading his m.3 It was also necessary to write into charter-parties -
on occasion clauses which reflected the complicatéd diplomatic and naval
framework within which sixteenth century merchant shipping had to operate.k

Although it is not clear how much of the total goods shipped through

1+ For conversions see pp. 1(6-Ta.

e This table is based on both inconitan and Ragusan notarial centracts.

3e 36 ASA 3 c296vs See alse 11 ASA 13-14 e21r.

be 15 asa 1«3 ¢hly, Charter of to load wine anywhore but in Venetian
territory. 31 ASA 2122 ¢13r. ter of Ragusan ship to load grain for
the western Mediterranean. latrome not to go to “agusa on pain of 300 scudi
'salve iusto impedimento’. 39 Asa 1 ¢81ve Turkish schirazzo on voyage to
Velona to eall at fagusa and Castelnuove 'intelligere novas corsariorum',
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the port was covered by insurance, this was an important feature of shipping

during this periods The normal natural hazards of shipping in the sastern

Hediterranean in rifteenth and sixteenth century vessels were intensified

during this period by the increase of piracy and the failure of Venice to

rul:u her old reole as pwotector of shipping in the sxdriatic.1 Heferences

to insurance at Ancona are very scamz and it is clear that shippers in

Ancona relied mainly on the sorvices of other centres which specialized in

this business. The fow contracts which do exist at Ancona are erude compared

with the insurance contractz to be found in Ragusa. The risks were not

spread between a large number of underwriters, nor do the contracts all

adopt the same f-mh.’

Conmequently most of the data on insurance rates and insurance contracts

has been found at Ragusa. Up to 1527 the Ragusan contract was in the process

of evolution, but in the volumes of the Diversa lotariae studied from 1541

onwards the contract had settled down into a welleestablished form and from

1563 all Ragusan marine insurance was gathered together inte one seriu."
The Rapgusan insurance contract in its established tom5 was very comprehensive,

The normal formula for the risks covered was:-

"di acqua fuogo gletto in mare di ripresagli di amici et inimici
ritentione et ineursioni di navi fuste gelere e di quale si voglia
altro naviglio armato o disarmato e da tutti gli altri case periculi et
infortunii divini et bumsni possibili et inpossibili imaginabili et
inimaginabili quali a detta nave e robbe fussero interventi ....6

Cnly very rarely was this cosprehensive formula not used, though occagionally

1.
e

2

ba

De
G

See above pg.%-1.

(nly nine insurance contracts were found in the whole of the period siudied,
All but one were underwritten by foreigners, mainly ilsgusans.

None of the controcts registered at /incona name more than one underwriter.
The contracts varied comside ably in form and did not follow the pa:tern of
Ragusen contracts, unlike zata wiich were similar in the two cities,
DADy Litwre de Noli et Siewr ody 11 Jan 1563 t,o 5 Dec, 1564, This series
cantinues te 1755. GSee J.Tndié. 'Les Bources esee', opecit, p.87.

An example of a ingusan insurance contract will be found on ppe 21%-220.

DAD, Diveliote 106 ¢174rs
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specific risks which were not to be covered were mntinuod.1 All large

2 and an individusl rarely under-

risks were spread between many underwriters
wrote mere than 200 ducats.

As will be seen in Table V delow, the rates were high but were
probably a fair reflection of the dangers invelved in shipping in the
eastern Mediterranean at this time, Although the precise amount of merchandise
covered was rarely stated, it is clear, from the few examplesm where it is
possible to compare the market value of the goods insured with their insured
value, that the risk did not always cover the full wvalue of the goedse COut
of ten examples where the two values can be estimated, seven are quite
clearly under-insured. The value insured ranged from about 15 to 80 per cent
of the market walue. Apart from the limited security of under-insurance,
merchants could also get more protection by shipping their goods in more than
one bottome In the table below insurance rates for various routes are given
at different periods, Although the number of contricts on which this table is
based are not sufficient to make too strong a thesis, there does secem to
be a fall in rates, Uhether this was a result of better insurance practices
or safer chipping is difficult to say. The first peried, 1498-1502, however,
must have been strongly affected by the Turco - Venetian Vag.

ALK

Ancona - Constantinople = & B & »
Ancena - Blagk Sea 10 - - 67"

incenma - Beirut, Tripeli = - 7 - -
Ancona - Alexandria - - &% - 5-5%

T+ DAD, Divi.Note 911 c59r. Four homses insured from ingusa to incona against all
causes except the negligence of those looking after them,
2+ DAD, 111, ¢102r. 22 underwriters for risk of 1800 seudi on hides
from to Ancenas
3. Dened gu {omremer SeIEAI'e Eplievad 15,'5000S SUURSM: AL SNk
wae genorally less than twice the rate for a one-way vo-ave,
b4 are no records of shipping from Ancoma cutside the Adriatic during

H

£



167,

The full significance of these rates and the dangers that they
represented can be seen when they are oompared with the total cost of
conveying goods by land frem the Levant to the Adriatic and then by the
short sea route to iAncona. Arm- high value goods it was possible for
this alternative route to be cheaper for carriage, customs, tolls and
insurnnce together, tham it would have been to insure tho goods alone
on the long sea route.’ With this mert of factor operating it no longer
seers surprising that most goods to and from Ancoma travelled no
further by sea than the width of the Adriatic.

t a cost of m per cloth and sold in Adrianocple at prices
y 107 %pﬁr cloth, i.0. carriace botween 5

; 1in Mce. Idem M3 536 (4)¢ A bundle of

ailk bo:ght in Brusa in 1502 was sold in Flerence for 494 ned .

Carriage, tariffs and insurance to Ancona amounted to 19 y leas

The statement here is however not

aluays corroct. See pei8% for an e of the cost of sending

%o me 76 cloths sent from Florence to Adrisnople in
a
and

]
i
8
:
§



APPENDIX A

WEIGHTS, MEASURES AND HONEY

This appendix will not attempt anelysie of all the various types
of weights, measures and money met with in the sources used, but will
concentrate on establishing a reletionship between the commoner words
end phreses in the notarial contmtl.l

The unit of weight in Ancona was the libbras (pound). Ancona had in
fact two 1ibbre, grosso end sottile, the difference being g per cent.?
Most of the goods sold by weight were however weighed al grosso and the
commonest in the notarial contracts were soap (normally quoted by the
100 1ivbre), cottonm (100), wool (100), sugar (100), papper (100), valonea
(1000), Germen hides end hides of Moncsstro (100), wax (100), iren (1000),
honey (100) snd fish (100), silk end spices other than pepper normally being

quoted by the libbrs. 100 libbre of Ancons equalled 102 1ibbre of Florence,’
end Mallett gives 74.8 1bs. English as equivalent to 100 libbre of Florence.?

011 was slso sold by weight, the unit being the miglisio (40 metri =
1 piglieio = 1800 1ibbre’). Sslt was sold by the mogiio or modio, & unit
of both weight and volume. The moggio equalled 464m.6 Grain and wine

1. For information on the measures used by the Florentine merchents see
F. Bdler, Glossaxry op.cit. passiz end especially pp.317-22.

2. Giovanni di Antonio de Usnno. w (1442). vol.iv
‘rcow’ aecl : X 8

 ~ 7 g e T
(Cambridge, Mees., 193¢

3 Uum. hc.dt.; quletti, oy.ut. y.161; Franco Borlendi (ed.),
u L' readi ! paesi del Chiarini (Turnin, 1936),

4+ MNallett, Florentine Galleys, op.oit. p.177.
5« Uzzano, loc.oit. Pegolotti, op.cit. p.156 gives 1700 libbre to the

6. DD, Div.Not. 93, o97r: 101} m = 10 mondini of Iviza; Pegolottd,

op.cit, 9.2511 ] lhll.tt. loc.oit.:
cantar of lu'hq mmtm



I{q

were sold by the sslms, & unit of volume to which en equivalent weight
could be ginn.l

Many goods were sold by the package, different packages being roughly
equivalent in ni;htz aend normally representing half e mule's load (ggg).}
Goods sold in this way were oloth (balla), hides (balls), silk (fazdello),
wex (gollo), oemlets end mohair (tsule). Cotton and wool were sometimes
s0ld by the sacca which was usually much larger then the other packages
nnt:lomd‘ and probably represented s mule's full load.

The contents of these packages were sold by the piece as well as by
the libbra or package. The commonest goods to be sold by the piece were
cloth, Black Sea and German hides, cordovsns, montonini, cemlete end mohair.

Fumber of pieces generally bore a constant relation to the package, e.g.
pennd altd (4 to bele),” panni vessi (8),% kerseys (10),” hides (9 or 10),5
pontonint (100).7

Cloth was also sold by the breceis (sbout /3 of sn English yard)®
but it is impossible to tell from the sources how many breccie made up

the various sizes of pim.9

1. See below the table of measures of capecity and weight used in shipping.,
The gelma of grain of Ancona was about one-eleventh of the carro of
Regusa which Tadid, 'Le port de Raguse ...', op.oit. p.14 estimates to have
been equivalent to 20 hectolitres of grain or 1,500 kg. (3307 lbs. English),
See also P, C. Lane, 'Tonnages, Medievel and Modern', EgHR, 2nd ser. xvii
(1964), p.224.

2. ASCA, 222, elv 'item che la balla, collo, o, cassa ... semper se intends
essere di libre docento cinquanto lorde'. It is unlikely that this clsuse
relating to customs payments was followed in normal practice. In cases
where prices were quoted by both weight and package (mainly hides) the
bale normally weighed between 150 and 200 » See 14 ASA 5 ellry
T ASA 6=7 oT6vy 13 ASA 2 ¢98vy 1 ASA 19 ol62r etoj although some were
exactly 250 libbre, @.g. 14 ASA 5 cl55v.

3« ©Of. ¥allett, ondto "017&9.

4+ E.ge 13 ASA 17 oT0r sack of wool = 675 1ba.j ASCA, 507, 02lv cotton =
480 1bs.s idem, o23r wool = 500 1lbs.j idem, 025v cotton = 425 lbs, The
Sacos thus seems to have been a full mule's load.

s ASCi, 222, ol2v. Sopremani end wltrafini were panni alti.

6. Both these were common but mmmdua!g;m, ASCA, 22
which held 15-16 hides. Fhipd e o

Te ASCA, 222, ¢lOr. 8. Edler, m opecit. p.52.

9. Pegolotti, op.cit. p.156; 3 /3 of Ancona = 1 inoene
Idem, pe161s 37§ bragele of Ancona = 10 ganne (ells) or::co. g



In Teble VI below the relation between the various sorts of measure-
ment used for determining the capacity of a ship are set out, together with
other measures used in the reckoning of freight rates. The problems of
tonnsge measurement have been discussed recently by Prof. . C. Lame and
ouootthoummmhodumcudo.l The remsinder have been
caloulated from the well-known handbooks of Fegolotti, Pasi and Chiarini.
The notarisl contrscts whilst employing all the measures in the table do
not unfortunately enasble a check on the sccuracy of these sources to be
made.

The various kinds of gtajo end gelma, the garro end ribeba were all
grain measures, thomnmndumm.mmzaultm
and the millisrium was a genersl purpose unit of weight. The garro, staio
of Venice, botts end millisrium were the measures used most frequently at

Aneona for reckening the capecity of = ship.

1. wt op.cit.

2. The is included to give some idea of the minimum size of the
44 ships found in the notarial contracte carrying Ivizan salt to
for the Camere Apostolica in 1519-22, 1 AsA 33, 11 ASA 11-14



1 garro of Raguse and Naples = 1.5 metric tons burden

1.5 deadweight tons>

2.4 botte of Vm:lool

3 milldaxis of Venice'
= 22,7 stexa of Venice®
19.3 gters of Ruguu’

= 62.5 gters of Porrara“

= 5.4 salme grosse of Sicily’

= 6.5 galme generali of Sicily’
6

= 10-11 gome of Ancona

= 11 galme of Ancona !

= 4 pilliaria of Ancona®

= 1.7 mondini of Ivize’
10

= 6-7 zibebe of Alexandria

1.
2.

3
5e

6.

T.

8.
9.

10.

Idem pp.23-7. 1 ggfﬂ,

Lane, op.oit. p.229.

Idem, p.224 gives 222/) ‘*n of Venice to the gerro. Bartolomeo de Pasi,
Tariffe do'pesi e misure (Venice, ed. of 1540), p.23 gives 227.

Pasi, ed.cit. Po?’o 4 ldem Pel4.

Idem loo.cit. 1 galme grosse = 2 gomme of Ancona but 1

= 1% of Ancona. Pegolotti, op.cit. p. 160 gives 1 goma of Ancona =
2 ]_ﬂﬂ' Venice.

Only Borlandi, op.cit. p.107 gives equivalents for the galma of Ancona.
30“1]*‘-1 mine of Genoe: lmacma-? of Florence
(pe207)t 1 gtaig of Venice = 3i=37 stais of Florence p.28; which works
out at about 1 of Ancona = 2 stais of Venice, the same as
Pegolotti (p.1 gives for the goms of Ancona. I have therefore pre-
sumed that the goms and the golma of Ancona were the same measure. Orsin
sales were normally quoted by the selme whilst grain freights were quoted
by the goms, gtais of Venice or garro.

Pesi, ed.cit. p,105. 'Lire 1360 i Ancona fanno in Vinetia sl grosso £1000°.

A salt measure both of weight and volume, the volume equivelents were

1 mundine = 15 gusrtiere of Majorcs (Pegolotti «129, 1 1
of Venice = 1 guartigre of Majorca é“llo p.2§1 80 ﬂ'i“?g)m' et
was equal to 12 gtera of Venice.

Pasi, ed.cit. pp.23-4, p.28, 4 ribebe = 4 salme generali.



Xoney

The normel unit used in the notariel contracts was the Venetien ducat.
This wes both & unit of eccount and & reel coin which could be used in
transactions. The Venetian ducat remeined fairly stable throughout the
period studied, the weight of the 24 carat gold coin renging from
3.494 grommes to 3.559 grames.)’ In the period 1541-51, the soudo d'oro
was used almost oo often as the Venetian ducat in contracts.

In Table VII below other units of money found in the notarial
contracts will be expressed in terms of the Venetian ducat:

1. See N. Papadopoli Aldobrandini,
ptedi (Venice, 1907). Weight of the Venetisn duocat,

all 24 carat fine gold:

Giovanni Mocenigo (1470-03) 3,559 grammes
Leonardo Loredan (1501-21 3.533 and 3,507 grammes
Andrea Oritti (1523-28) 3.507 and 3.494 gremmes
Pietro Lando (1539-45) 3.533 grommes
Frencesco Dona (1545<53) 3,494 grammes



Table VII
Yoney Used in Notarial Contracts

1 Venetian gold ducat = 1 fiorine d'oro of normool

« 13.3 = 14.0 gerlini papei®

= 1.2 - 2.4 fiorini or duceti moneto’

- 60-84 bologint!

= 40 & grossi of Regusa (1541-51)°

= 50-56 agpzd of Turkey®

® £6.4,0, = £6.11,0, Venetien (1541-51)7
20 Venetian gold ducats = 21 geudd d'opo (1541-51)°

1.

2,

3.

4.

Unite used as equivelents in account books studied. Fiorino d'ore,

m%mn end fiorino di suggello were all used in the mcoount
books. er, Glossary, op.cit. p.317 gives the relationship between
these florins.

G. Castellani, 'La monete del comune di Ancona', Studia Picena, xi, 31
seys that 10 garlini were pronounced to be equal to the ducat in 1504.
However the cerlino was underweight and was worth only 13 to the ducat.
Actual quotations in the notarisl contracts giving the exchange rate
show that it deprecieted to 14 garlini per ducat end then remained
stable:

1501 (7 ASA 6-7 e95r 13Y3 carlini to ducat

1504 (1 ASA 20 elOlv 13.6

1509 (13 ASA 9 o272r 14
1524 (11 ASA 15-16 c1§6v) 14

1541 (33 ASA 17 e371v 14
1550 (32 AsA 6 o7r 14
1551 (36 ASA 3 c42v) 14

These asre presumsbly siver florins snd ducatse, though there is no
direct evidence to that effect, Omnly the four exchange rates below
have been found in the period 1479-1527 but prices quoted in fiorini
or ducati moneto were ususlly in the range of 1 to 2 times the price
in gold ducats. The ratio of 2 fiorini to the scudo d'oro (i.e.

2.1 fiorini to gold ducat) was frequently quoted in the period 154151,

1503 (1 ASA 19 ol59vg 1,2 fiorini moneto to ducat
1509 (13 ASA 9 ¢lO0v 2.4
1509 (Idem, ©287v) 2.0
1527 (13 ASA 25-26 ¢87v) 1.9
The bolognino was & silver coin that was struck at meny places in centrel
{htny.usu cnt:il.;?nni opinit. It was also used as a unit of account and
e ratio up to 1527 was Mt-wm;gm-lwn;g-zomng_.
In the contracts studied 1541-51 the ducat has appreciated 5 per cent
80 that 1 ducat = 84 bolognini = 168 g0ldi = 21 grogei whilst the
' = 80 bolognini = 160 goldi = 20 grossi. These ratios are

Frequontly duoted in metarial soriryglesa SiiorsPENY SoEL. iy
i1.4p8 qusioRs TRElaket Ecmi‘ih%amt -T%'m the

notariel contracts.



5e
6.

Te

DAD, Div.Not. 106, 111 passim.

Silver coin used throughout the Turkish Impire. See Brfighel,
@e, op.cit. pp.418-9. The following rates of exchange

Le Mediterrenee,
give some idea of the movement of the aspro in relation to the ducat:

DAD 73, e3lv) 52 to ducat
5

31 ASA 21-22 o3l2v) 42
The last rather high rate may be a mistake or the result of & freak
shortage of silver. No other rates for 1551 have been found.
The Venetian money of account. See Braudel, op.cit. p.404. Only
two rates of exchange have been found:

1548 ?6 ASA 1 01491'; £6,18.0. to the ducat

1551 (39 ASA 1 ellilr £6. 4.0.
The Venetian lire was frequently used both at Regusa and Ancona for
quoting freight rates to Venice.
This ratio is clear from the notarial contracts. E.g. 33 ASA 17
c401lvy 39 ASA 1 o58v.



APPENDIX B

ERICES

In view of the method of sampling the notarial contracts and of
the non-raendom nature of the contracts themselves, it is impossible or
at leacst unwise to construct price indices on the basis of the meterial
selected. In Table VIII bolov some idea of the price relation between
various years is shown. The numbers of observations quoted in the table
do not indicate the number of contracts in which these goods appeered.

A very large number of contracts only mentioned the balance of the price
due or else did not state the exact quantity of goods bought. For other
goods where price end quantity exist, the quotatione are not in terms of
weight or the piece (e.g. hides sold by the bale). Often the price of
the goods was not mentioned at all. A common example of this was grain
and wine which were often sold in advance at a price to be agreed by
common consent at the harvest or vintage.

All the prices were almost by definition the prices of goods sold
on credit and most of them were wholesale. The table gives median prices
with the number of observations in brackets.



A German hides
3, Noncastro hides

* Grein (wheat)

Table VIII
Medien Prices of Verious Goods

1479-85 1200-04 1509 517-18 1521

(gold ducats per 100 1bs.)

3.3 (1)" 3.3 (13)
- 301 (6)
- 8.3 (11)
- 1.0 (8)
- 5.3 (7)
- 6.5 (2)
- 5 (2)
4 (1) .8 (2)
5 (1) .6 (10)
- 5 (3)
- 7.5 (1)

7o ) -

2.0 (30) 4.8 (47)

4.4 (2)
4.1 (7)
8.5 (3)
1.1 (1)

4.7 (22)

7.0 (2)
3 (1)

3.6 (31) 4.5 (4)
3.4 (2) 4.0 (4)
0.0 (3) 6.6 (1)
1.0 (2) -
5.5 (3) 5.0 (1)
5-0 (’) -

3 (2) 3 (1)

(gold ducats per piece)

9 (4)
o7 (3)
6°(3)

5.5 (1)

'6 (27) 07 (2)
.8 (2) 9 (3)
6 (1) 7 (2)
- 8.0 (9)
- 20 (2)
- 24 (8)
- 3.0 (1)

(gold ducets per salme)

2.0 (7)

3.0 (7)

OI-bcotohmumumm,

8 (4)

10 (24)
26 (13)
22 (7)
55 (1)

3.0 (3)

2.4 (7)

1550-21
4.8 (1) &,
4.8 (7) B.
8.5 (2) c.
1.0 (1) b,
- E.
4.8 (6) P,
6 (5) o.
- H,
1.0 (7) I.
9 (3) J,
N x
28 (55) L.
- M.
63 (4) x
L ¢ T F
4.0 (6) P.
2.5 (1) Q.
4.5 (11) R,



APFENDIX C©

ACTIVITY OF MERCHANTS

The object of this appendix is four-fold. First it is hoped to show
the posaibility of finding in notarisl contracts material dealing with s
group of merchants selected from another source., Admittedly the group of
merchants selected, those who paid the most customs' duty in the libri de
depositeria, is o very bissed group. But it is interesting thet so many of
them can be found in notariel oontracts and indicates that other Italian
cities may have similar materisl in their noterial archives.

Secondly, it is hoped that this appendix will show the sort of
information that the notarial contracts give on commercial affairs. Even
in these brief notes it should be clear that the range of sctivity covered
by noterisl contracts is quite wide.

Thirdly, the appendix gives an ides of the kind of bueiness engsaged
in by different leading merchants snd thus ects as an illustration of the
remarks in Chapter Five.

Finally, by considering the changes in the materials handled by
individual merchants and in the scale of their individusl treanssotions some
illustretion of the cumulstive changes in the commerce of the port over the

period studied ocan be hed. It is indeed just such materisl &s that conteined

in this appendix that is the basis of the whole thesis.
Since the appendix must be impressionistio rather than precise, prices

paid for goods have been omitted to save spesce except when they were unusually

high or when the quentity of goods sold gives no indication of the scale of
the trensection. Also in cases where there is much repetition of similer
contracts, only a selection hes been given. It should be noted that in

8lmost ell cases terms such as "bought” and "801d" refer to oredit transactions

&nd that the dates ere the dates of the contrscts and not necessarily those
of the transactions.



The following abbreviations hove been used in the apvendix:
be = bales bre = braccic; o, = cese (colle or cassz)s c.q. = certein
quantity trenslating such expressions ss "tot", "tante quantitas” or
"certa quantites"; dea. = Gold ducat; fl. = florin; lb, = libbra;
me = millieriums pe = piece; 8. = sackj s.a. = goudum suri; te = tuuls,

For these weights, messures snd units of money see Appendix ',

e 3
1461 as ts of ~148
Dete detivity Leference
l. FRARCTSCQ_ARTONIC end FRANSISCO NICOLO FERANTINI of Ancons

Telel479 Froncisco Nicolo received in deposit from Giorgio

Yetri 40 d.,s. and promised to return 20 in ¢ nths,

and 20 in one yesr. 1 284 1-2 e3r
27341479 Giovenpaulo Bempleni of ‘ncona received in deposit

fraom Trencisco Hicolo 150 de.ae for 1 yr. 10 454 1 e3>
2731479 Prancisco Nicolo sold to enother Anconiten e

bapca with all its equipment end o skiff for

: 72k deae Idem o33r

234941479 Francisco Antonio #old hides for 60 d.a. Iden cclU3=4

14.12,1479 Frencisco Nieolo scquitted a Gencese of debt of

100 deae 14 252 1-3 el34r
8e411,1480 Prancisco Nicolo patrone of nsvis owned by

Anoonitans on voyage to Ulavonisa, Idem c¢42v
27801481 Francisco Niecolo sold Anconitan HOp. hides 1 450 1e2 elédir

27411.1481 Francisco Nicolo co-owmer of ship "Sents Meria“

at present in the harbour at /‘ncona, lHis will

that ship atey there despite protest that the

ship should seil, 4 AGA 1 elllv
1l.1.1482 Frencisco iiicolo, patrone of nevis, received

£d csmbium from /nconiten c.q, fustians which

he promised to teke to Constantinople., (oods

to be restored within 15 days of safe arrivsl



Date

8.541482

104141483

18,2,1463

14441483

18.4.1483

64541483
64521463

6451483

(79

Activity fie
in Constantinople at lenders risk. 15 AS2 5 el4r

Francicco Antonio sold ssddles end Greek hides.

Balance of purchase price outstending 102 d,a, Idem o557
Prancisco Nicolo end snother inconiten sre

declered debtors of & third inconiten in respect

of various instruments of gembiuz to the value

of 120 dege. Idem o76v
Quittence of Ciriasco Brondoli of Ancona of the

office of geriveno on the ship patronized by

¥renciseo Nicolos [rencisco received from

Ciriaco 4% dese the belence of the freight, 15 ALA § e79r
Francisco Nicolo sold 2b, hides of Fomania

to man of Jan Beverino. Idem cBév
Freocisos Hicolo chartered his ship to nome

Heapolitans for voyage to ports of Apulis,

irotest sbout non-payment of the Ireight. Idem o87r
Francisco Antonio sold 53c. soap to Anconitens, Idem o%iv
Franeisco Antonio gave in cembium to four

merchants of Lncona 45¢. sosp, value 146 d.az,

which they promised to send or teke with the

ship patronized by bertolomeo Giscomo of

Reguse to Constantinople end to repay 2 months

efter the ship had returned in safety to

Anconse 411 risk to be borne by Ferrantini,

except when the ship is standing et Constantinople. Idem c9S5r
Freneisco Antonio sold 50cs soap to merchants

of inconas Jrice 153 dess to be paid in 1 year.  Idem 095y



6e3.1484

15.4.1484

44501484

22.541484
2. Pl GIOV,

23.12,1484

5601480

8,11.1480

30010.1481

Activity Heference
Francisco Nicolo, dominus et patronus of the

ship "Santa Marie" in the port of Ancona sold

4 cerats to Cosimo Martelli of Florence, as is

written in a private instrument, for 622/3 dag.

(The actual sale took place on 9 Jan. 1483) Idem ¢100r

Francisco Nicolo sold to Anconitan a ship called

"Santa Maria" which he had bought from Gioven

Paolo Monoli of Ancona. Irice 300 d.a. to be

paid in one year, I‘urchasers to have complete

freedom of the ship except that it was not to

be used for contraband. Idem cl65v

Francisco Nicolo sold a vineyard, olive grove,

house and meadow in the contedo of /Ancona for

108 d.a. 14 ASA 5 o67r

Agent for Francisco Antonio sold 100p. Tuscan

hides to men of Monte Ulmo. Idem ©80r

Francisco Antonio sold 8654 lbs. soap for 1lld.a. 15 ASA 5 cl89v
Anconse

Sold 2400 1bs. Tuscen hides to men of Rocoa Cs 14 ASA 5 cl88v

Sold 97 pairs 'sotularium noirarum' and 1 pair

'pannelli mplieri' to Anconitan. 4 ASA 1 c26v

feting for himself and for Marchetti Tomassi

gold to Anconitan 14 cerats of the ship at

present patronized by Francisco Nicolo

Perrantini for 262} d.s. Buyer promised not

to sell the carats for at least 2 years. 14 ASA 1e3 o42r

Bought 64m. firewood from Anconiten. Idem olllr



Dete Activity Zdeference
3. HEIRS of JARTOLUEO MARELLI of Ancons

51341478 Bertolomeo Marini snd Bartolomeo Xarelli received
biscuit ad cambium from Boldoni (no.7 below)
‘ loaded on caravel /‘ncona - Constantinople 15 ASA le3 cT0r
28,11,1479 Bertolomeo Marini and Prancisco Gerardi of
Ancons end escting for Bartolomeo Marelli
received ad cambium from Boldoni pitch end wine
to ecarry Ancona - Segne - ilexandris - Demiatta 14 A0A 1«3 cl24v
12,8,1480  Re csambia on ship patronized by Bertolomeo
¥arini on voysge Ancona - Crete - Rhodes -
Alexandrie - Damistta. Idem ¢l9r
Te541481 Bartolomeo Marelli bought cloth from Anconitam 4 AUA 1 o84v
2641041481 Merelli, Narini and others bought & ship from
“Spandrino”, Details in another instrument. 14 A0A 1-3 oll2y
3,11,1481 Thi= ship sailing to Alexendriaz and Beirut 8 ASA 3-4 0576v
4e LI1p 0%
No reference has been found to this merchant in the notaries!
books. Le hu four entries in the depositary's book, one
for grain exported, one for oil exported and the other two
with nc reference to the goods involved,
S LAOLO of iscoli
No reference to this merchsnt has been found in the noteries'
books, he made only one payment to the customs on February
13 when he loaded 104b, cloth on the ship of Fisrie da Reguse,

No reference to this merchant has been found in the notaries'
books. He made only one peyment to the customs on June 9
when he imported cotton, carpets, camlets end gchiavine.



Te

Date

Aetivity lieference

ANTONIC ‘NGELO HOLDCHI of Ancons

31631478
2841141479

294641480

Te5.1483

18.1.1484

44241484

254441484
184541484
19.5.1484

See no.j. above 15 ASA 1-3 o70r
Gave in gambium to /nconitans (see above no.3)

wine, pitch and other goods, total value

40 deas to be teken to Segna and then to

Alexandrie end Demiatte. Repayment within

10 days of return to Ancona.

(Received 5.8.,1481) 14 ASA l=3cl24v
Boldoni snd two other ‘nconitans promised

to consign 40 salwe ;rain to another inconiten Idem cllv
Received gd cembium {rom Anconiten 25¢. soap

which he promised to send with HRogusem ehip

to Romanie end repay 2 months after the ship

had returned ssfely to Ancona.

With Venetian promised to consign to a Florentine

4200 1bs, Tuscen hides (¥ 180-190 the bule)

and this in peymen. of a debt to a third

party whom the Florentine esid he had already

paid for the hides. 14 ABA 5 cll
with same Venetian promised to comsign to

inooniten c.qe Tuscan hides, velue 138 d.a,

in peaymen. for 114 lbs., saffron Idem o23r
Sold 15 1lbs, saffron to a Florentine Idem o70r
Bought Sp. Florentine cloth from a Florentine 14 ASA 5 e89r
Received ad cembium from & Florentine 874 d.a.

which he promised to send with the ship

patronized by Luce More together with all

the goods loaded by the Florentine on the ship

on the voyege to Urtona, Segna and Vegle,



Dete Aotivity Zeference

Hepeyment to bLe mede in merchendise, Risk to
be the Florentine's both ways. Idem ¢9lv
21501484 fought 3pe. oloth from men of Feno. Idem 094r
25.501484 dede en offer of 150 d.a. for the gnllecn
belonging to Giovanni da Verona end suctioned
ok be rtquest &t Wis ertdibee €iorgio Correxi o Chuos The aucha ena Jeathmed
by the Venetian consul snd the gelletn was
eventually sold to en ‘nconitan for 254 d.e. Ildem clO3«4
24901484 ‘rotest re timber loaded on en Anconiten ship 15 AS/ 5 el93v
8 CIOVANNI BIACIO 8
No reference to this merchent has been found
in the notaries' books, He made only one pay-
ment to the customs on June 9 when he imported
raw cotton, cotton yarn, cordovens and montonini.
9 BARTOLOMEQC QMMASED o a
154341479 Inventory of the goods of & Venetien who
hed recently died and which were in Tomzesi's
possession. (Cloth, clothes, household goods) 14 ASA le3 ci8yp
6.2.1484 Sold 5b. German hides to men of Cemerino, 14 ASA 5 c24v
6.3.1484 As factor of Benedetto Benincasa of Plorence
and on behalf of Giacomo Rossi of Pistoia
heard the protest by the patroni of four
Regusen ships who said they had been chartered
by Benincesa to carry whest and barley from
lisnfredonia end Parlette to incona. They said
that sccording to the charter-party they were
to be peid after the grain had been unloasded
at Ancona, and that the grain was to be unloaded
within four days or else the charterers had to
pay & penalty. It wes now seven days since
they had arrived at Ancona end they demended
thet the grein be unloaded and that they be



Date Aotivity kelcrence

paid the {roight and the penalty. 16 434 1 c21
8e3.1401 Bartolomeo replied, in the presence of the

sousen consul, thet the graim was not meant

for Ancone, but Himini, that he had not seen

the charter-party and that he would do nothing

until he had, ldem c22r
9¢11,1484 A Florentine in the name of Bartolomeo sold

2lp. hides of Homenia to men of Cingoli. 14 A3A 5 ¢253r

10, VANGELISTA

No reference to these ..rchants have been found in
the noteries' books nor do their payments to the
customs give any indication of their business.

(In view of the low totals paid Lo-the Customs in
the year 14&, it was possible for merchonte to

&, oar in this list of the leading ten .,

es & result of only one entry end thet a feirly
suwcll onw, Also it meent that several merchants

not really based in incona could apreer in the list.

Of the above,no®e 4,5,6,8 and possibly 10 belong to

this category).

13.1,1502 For himself and in neme of Benvenuti Senvenuti
of Florence, procurator of Bernardo lorelli of
Florence, said thet it haed come to his notice
that the Council of Ancone lnd snnulled a
certain instrument of szle between Aloysius
Alfonsi of Lisbon end 2i!d Bernerdo xe c.q.

sugar, 22 ASA ) 2124v



Date
Ge3. 1502

1931502
17.64,1502

29.T41502
11.8.1502
27.8.1502
31.8.1502

14.9.1502

1.10.1502

306941502

304741502

29.1C,1502
10,11,1502

1.12,1502
13.12,1502

(%%
Aotivity [eference
Bought fror Niceolo Lippi Se. sugar of iadeira
end 30, wex (727 1lbs.) 7 ASA 1 el24v
Jold 1458 lbes. wax to men of Foligno,. Idem c6blr
jeting for Ser Nicolo iMichelozzi of
Florence protested the non-payment of & letter
of exchange drown on Girolemo Cini (sce no. 3
below ). 13 ASA 2 ¢l197r
Sold 234 lbs. peprer to men of ‘scoli, Idem c217r
S0ld 82b, hides of Y¥oncastro to man of Nursia., Idem c226v

50l1@ 316b, hides of . rcastro to men of lergola., Ildem ¢cZ26v

Bartolomeo sold his son Tommanseo Cefe repper

end sugsr. Idem ¢240v
Acting for Ottevieno d'Antonio Cirini of

Florence protested nonepayment of letter of

¢ nhange drawn on Cini (see no.3. belov ', Idem c248r

Acting for Antonio Calvegni and Cirolemo Girini

& Co. Lensioli of Florence, aa above. Idem ¢257v
Aoting for Nori di Ciscomo Venturi of Florence

protested non-pasyment of letter of exchange

drawn on Cirisco Messioli (see no.2 below), Idem c255v
‘eting for Nicolo di DBernsrdo del Nero & Co.

of Florence, as above. Idem ¢256r
So0ld 52% lbs. suger to man of Foligno. Idem 0273r

Together with Jebastisn Lorengzo irsuli of
Florence bought 977 lbs. wax from iagusean. 13 ASh 2 c278v
Sold 75 sheep to Anconitan. Idem ¢291r

Father and son sold 1l4$b. Cormen hides, Idem ©296r

(This femily were the sgents of most of the Florentine lan: ‘11 whose

books have been exsmined in Florenc:, ind were elso treditionally

consuls of both the Florentine end Rsgusan nations of Ancone.)



2.

'51.12.1555

3241502
Dede1502

12,5.1502
8.6,1502

94641502
17.6.1502
164741502

18.841502
30941502

500901502

(the sales of hides sbove sre just a seleetion.

Reference

Sold 42b, German hidee to man of Nursie, 13 '84 2 ¢78v
Sold ceQe iron to men of HNursie, 11 ASA 2 cbhr
5014 50b, 2nd 4pe. German hides to msn of

Hursia, 13 ASA 2 el
Sold 21b, Germen hides to man of Nursicse 7 ASA 8 cE7r
Sold 31b, and 5p. Germen hides snd 2000lbs,

of iron as above, 13 ASA 2 el9lr
Sold 39b, German h'“es to man of iocce

Contrate. Idem cl92r
Sold 36b, Ge:man hides to men of Sasso-

ferrato, Idem ©197v
50ld 950 1bs. cotton to msn of Usiumo. Idem ¢Z13v
Sold 514 modfi selt to o Florentine, Idem ¢231r

Leii r of exchsnge drawn on Hassioli by

Gentile di Loro de Febriano in lera (22,4.1502)
for 624 d.n. Payee Yori di Giscomo Venturi or his
agent Tommasi. Value received in Pera from his
son, Lionardo Venturi,
Letter of exbhange drawn as sbove in Pers
(204441502) for 50 dea. Fayee Nicolo di

Bernardo del Nero & Co. or his sgent Tommasi,

Velue received in iers from Lorenzo di /ntonio

Idem ..

Ruecellai, Massioli refused payment.

In the notary's book,

13 2SA 2 alone, there were 55 hide contracts concerning assioli),

ey

lassioll refused payment. Idem c¢255v



Date Activity Reference

3e GIROLAMO CINI of risa
2,3.1502 S0ld 98p, German hides to man of Rocca Contrata. 7 ASA 8 c48r
7e3.1502 Invested 100 salme wine in societas with two
Anconitans, one of whom to carry it on a boat
to Segna, sell and re-invest in timber, 13 ASA . ¢l09r
11.5.1502 Sold 2500 1lbse iron to Anconitans, Idem clilr
21,5,1502 30ld c.qe sugar and soap for 26d.a. to man of
Gubbios Idem c152r
6.6.1502  Sold 5680 lbs. iron to Anconitan, Idem ¢189r
17.641502 Letter of exchange drawn on Cini and Bernardino
d'Andrea d'irtino by Nicolo d'Andrea d'Artino in
Pero (26.3.,1502) for 70 deae Payee Ser Nicolo
Michelozzo or his agent Tommassi., Value received
in Pera from Giuliano Maringhi. Refused payment
saying that Bernardino was not in Ancona and he
had not got the money. Idem ¢l97r
14e 941502 Letter of exchange drawn on the same as above
by the same in Pera (26.5.1502) for 50 deae
Payee Ottavieno d'Antonio Girini or his agzent
Tommasi. Value received from Antonio Girini in
Pera. Refused payment. Idem c243r
1,10.1300 As aboves Drawn 3.641502 in Pera for 70 d.a.
Payee Antonio Calvagni and Girolamo Girini &
Coe lanaioli of Florence. Value received from
Laddo Calvagni and Giovanni Girini in Pera.
Payment refused. Idem c257v
274901502 Sold 1375 lbs. of cotton yarn to man of Borgo
San Sepulchro. Idem c25hv
e SCURO, a Greek
No reference to this merchant has been found in the notarial contracts.

He made only one payment to the sustoms on 23 March and was probably



only in transit.
Date Aetivity Jeference
TESE0 CINELLI o fra -
11.5.1300 (Guglielmo (iacobi of Hagusa, patrome of
caravel confessed to be the debtor of lodolfo

Se

Cinelli of 190 dea. worth of cowe~hides loaded
in Constantinople by Rodolfo's brother, Mario
and of two gambia, in all 390% dea. He paid
the debt in 535?;. hidea of Moncastro). 1 454 16 el56r
2043.,1502 Teseo Cinelli and brothers and Nicolo Robertd
of Ferugia sold 43}b, hides of Moncastro to
men of Nursia. 13 ASA 2 e232r
22,83,1502 Game as above sold 50b. hides of lNoncastro
'sive Terra de Adrondio' to men of Pergola. Idem ¢232r
1.941502 Game as above sold 40bs hides of Honcastro
to men of Rimini, Idea c2hlv
21e9.1502 Teseo and Giovandrea Cinelli appointed their
brother, Camillo, agent to make the following
company with their brothers, fodolfo and Mario
in Perugias
a) Capital of each brother as in a 'seripto’
in the hands of Giovandrea.
b) Company to be called Teseo Cinelld end Broa,
e¢) Company to last for six years,
d) Object of Company, to trade in Ancona.
e) lRodolfo not held to place his person in the
company, but all the:others must.
£) A1l goods over the value of 50 deae inside
or outside the ‘driatic to be insured.
g) Salaries to be drawn annually but profits
not to be drawn till end of six years. Idem 02501

6 BEGNARDING PILBSTRI of Ancona

No reference to this merchant hae been found in the notaries' books.



Date

Activity reference

7e¢ NICOLO LIPPI of Florence

11.1.1502
24301502
9e3e1502
bekel502
2¢541502

224541502

17.6.1502
30.8.1502

Sold 6br. monarchini. 13 ASA 2 o81r
Sold 822 1bs, German hides to man of Nursia. 7 ASA 8 c47v
S0ld Sce sugar of Madeira and 3c. wax to Tommasi Idem ckov
Sold 75bs German hides to mam of Roceca Co 13 ASA 2 cll9v
Sold ceqe velvets and silks to man of S, Chirici Idem el3sr
Leaned 3m. firewood to Anconitan. To return

in 15 days or ecl-e to pay for it. 6 ASA 1 ¢3%9r
Sold 7bre black camlets. 13 ASA 2 ¢19%v
S0ld 20bs hides of Moncastro to man of Rocca Cs  Idem ¢237v

8. GIOVANBATTISTA BONAVENTURA of sieily

9e5.1502

Bonaventura and Bartolomeo de 1llis of

Syracuse -“ought a black slave from two

Anconitans for 25 d.a. and paid in 500 lbs.

sugar of Sicily. 13 ASA 2 ¢138r

9¢ GIANELLO SARADI of Ferrara
No reference has been found to this morchant in the notaries' books.

He made only one payment to the customs on 1 April for wine exported.

10. Giorgio MAITAVITI, origin unknown

No reference to this merchant has been found in the notaries' books,
He made only one payment to the customs on 30 July for valonea

imported.

(In view of the low totals paid to the Customs in this year, it was possible

for merchants to appear in this list of the leading ten pmubu the result
3

of only one entry and that a fairly small oneli The total paid/nos 4,8,9, and

10, all fairly clearly merchants in transit, rather than residents in Ancona,

was less than the amount paid by the tenth merchant in eny succeding year

for which there are records).



Activities of the leading merchants in the Libro de Depositaria

1.

of 1

Date

as seen notarial contracts of 150

Activitz

Reference

TOMMASEQ BARTCLOMET di Ser TOMASSO of Ancona

1645.1508

3001215088

206161509
17241509
14.3.1509

54541509

18.5.1509

22.5.1509

24,541509

15.6.1509

44741509
4,8,1509

(Letter of exchange drawn on Tomasseo by Pier

Venturi & Co, Lanaioli of Florence for 300 d.a.
Payee Antonio di Filippo del Migliore or raolo
Sinibaldi of Florence. For value in Florence
from Fiero Barti). 13 ASA 8 e256v
Appointed a pat:s @ of the ship ' anta Maria'
owned by himself, Luigi de Goggis, two other

Anconitans and another Ragusan. 13 ASA 9 nep.

Sold 25be Greek hides. Idem n.p.
Sold 464 lbs. fish. Idem n.p.
50}d 6040 lbs. wax to men of Cingoli and

Foligno for 435 d.a. Idem ¢lO7r
Bought from merchant of Camerino 4n. and

2 metri of oil which by Tommasseo's order

had been consigned to Trieste. Payment by

August, Idem cliSv
Sold Andrea Scaglia, merchant of Bergamo

living in Ancona, Ceqs cod, eels and other

fish. Balance of price outstanding 200 d.a. Idem cl56v
Sold 20b, hides to man of Camerino. Idem cl6hv

Bought l¢. soap from Florentine merchant in

Anconae 24 ASA 3=k cG3v

Appointed Francisco Giulkani Madini of Florence
his agent to seek from Giacomo Bottegari o°

6.11, Axatrn
Florence 253 d.a. for latber of exchange wefitten
on
Wy said Giacomo and sent by Giacobo Giuliani,
the main Florentine agent in Ragusa. 13 ASA 9 €191
Sold 1932 lbs. fish to Anconitans. Idem c208v

Sold 32b. Greek hides. Idem c230r



e

Date
34941509

124941509
2041061509

341241509
1541241509

Reference
13 ASA 9 e252r

Activity
So0ld 30b. Greek hides to man of Pergola.

Sold 30bs Greek hides to man of Nursia. Idem c285r

With other /nconitans chartered the barciotto
"Sant'Andrea", patrone Giovanni degl'igli of

Ancona to load oil and grain at Fermo for

Rhodes and Alexandriae. Idem ¢235r

Sold 8bre. cloth to man of Bergamo Idem ¢335v

5012 330 lbse cotton to Anconitans. 1 ASA 25 cl94r

(These hide sales and those of the other merchants in this year are

only a selection of the large number of such contracts that were found,

particularly in the notary's volume, 13 ASA 9).

2s LUIGI DRAGI de GOGGIS of Ragusa

: 08
30412.1509
2941.1509

31.11509
7431509
23541509
24.5.1509
Be641509
1.941509

Appointed patrone of ship co-owned by himself,
Tommasi and others (see no.l. abovad. 13 ASA 9 nepe

301d ceqe 8ilks and woolen cloth to Ragusans

GIROLAMU CINI of Fisa

74241509
24341509
274341509
294341509

5+4.1509
5¢541509

for 924 d.a. Idem n.p.
S0ld 15b. Greek hides and 100 sai?les. Idem nepe
Sold 3b. Greek hides to man of Matelica. Idem cibr
50l1d 16b. Greek hides to man of Fergola. Idem cl167r
Sold 8¢c. wax to man of Folizno. Idem cl68v
Sold 400 lbs. wool oi [rieste. Idem c183v
Insured 100 deas worth of goods loaded by
Perpzian on kagusan ship from Constantinople
to Ancona at 8. Idem e251r
jold 193be Greo: hides to man of Nursia. Idem n.p.
cqe

Bought ceqe yarn from man of Foligno for 2ld.a, Idem rep.
Sold 9b. Greek hides to man of Pergola. Idem ¢ll15r
Blias Alegretti of Hagusa received from Cini

212 lbs. soap to take to Fera, sell and re-invest,

risk and half the profit to Cini, Idenm cll7v
Sold 18b. hides to man of Nursiae 13 ASA 9 el27v
S50ld 2170 lbs. wool of Trieste. Idem clilhy



b,

Date Activity Reference
106541509 Sold 12b, Greek hides to man of Samg;rino Idem cl52r
19541509 Sold 10b, Greek hides to man of Rocea C, Idem ¢l6lv
224541509 Sold 13be and 3pe. Greek hides to man of

Camerino, Iden cl65r

1.6.1509 sold 8000 lbs. valonesa. Idem el74r

44761509 Seld 10!:;. Greek hides to man of Pergola. Idem c206v
13,8,1509 Sold 866 lbs. soap to inconitan. Idem c235v
274841509 Sold <Ube Greek hides to man of Rocea C. Idem c246v
3048,1509  Bought land, capacity 8 s:lme grain in Paterno

for 60 fl. which he lot to the sellers.ad coptimum

of 3 salme grain each year. Idem c248r
30841509 S0ld 50b, and 4p. Greek hides to man of

Camerino. Idem c248v
50610,1509 Sold 5170 lbs. soap to merchant sailing to

Peras 24 ASA 3=k 0125r
21.11.1509 Sold 5be hides of Moncastro to /inconitan. 1l ASA 25 el72r
ANUREA CARLO of Pesaro
29¢1.1509 Jewish merchant of Recanati promised to deliver

1im, oil to Carlo. 13 ASA 9 w©epe
104541509  Sold 46bs and 3p. Greek hides to man of

Camerino. Idem ¢l50r
12.641509 Sold 2545 1bs. Levantine wool to Floreatine

who promised to consign c.ge Florontingl/\oi‘: pay=-

ment. The colours of the cloth to be consigned

to be declared by Geronimo Casini and risvo Cechi,

Florentines liviag in Ancona. Idem ¢183r
306661509 30ld 3%b. Greek hides. Tdem c203v
12471509 Sold 91be and lp. Greek hides to man of

Roeca Ce Idem ¢217r
34801509 Jold ceqe black and white grigii to Spanish

Jew for 126 f1, Iden c220v



5

Be

7

8.

Dats
124941509

1341061509
6411.1509

ig
Sold 112b, Greek hides and 290p. German hides to
men of Sant'ingelo in Vado for total of 945
deas Idem ¢258=60
Sold 1289 norse hides to man of Rocca C. Idem c@77r

Sold 17be and 9p. Greek hides to man of Cingoli. Idem ¢300r

GIOVANNI FRANCISCO BUSCURATI of Ancona

50.12.1588

Co~owner with nos. 1 and 2 above of ''Santa Maria'. 13 ASA 9 n.pe.

Francisco sold 9br. Florentine "monarchini". 6 ASA 3-4 c27r
Vincenzo sold 8b, Greex hides, 13 ASA 9 clhor

Vincenzo (and Cose Cosolpno of Ancona) sold

879 d.ae Idem ¢225¢

“"Sant!indrea” bound for Syria or Constantinople

which the new owner agreed to =2~cept Irom the

old with whom they had originally uveen placeds 1 ASA 25 clibr

VINCENZO;ggg FRANCISCO MARINU 'ZI of fAncona
234241509
264.4.1509
264741509

119b, Greek hides to men of FPergola for
10612,1509 Francisco had cambia on board the ship
GIOVANNI GRATIOSI of /ncona

3421509
27:2.1509
264441500

12,941509

Sold lim. lime to a builder (mmrator). 6 ASA 3-8 colv
S0ld Cege Paduan flsy tn mon of Montesicuro. Idem c29r
Bought 110 salme wine i{vom /nconitan and agreod

to pay at the vintage in c.q. lime, bricks and

2m. plonelles Idem ci4lr
Yold 1250 bricks. Idem ci49v

ANTONIO STOVANBATTISTA :™° of Ancona

731509

indrea Puscursti, patrons of the ship "’onte
Gonocohi;\with the consent of Bartolomeo

Massioli, owner of the ship and of three merchants
travelling with the ship appointed “ico serivano

for a voyage from Ancona to Syria. 1 ASA 25 chiv
(Presumably the ship left at some time around

17 April when Pico made a large customs payment),



9o

1C.

Date

PIERANTONIO

Activitl
CLCHI of Florence

224141509
27241509
31341509
204441509
2k k41509

24541509

104501509

11.5.1509

14.5,1509

180501509

194541509

9641509

11.7.1509
12090150}

8410,1509
23410,1509

8.11,1509

Sold 101 saddles to man of Assisi,

Jold 511 lbs. wax.

Sold 4lp. garbo cloth of Florence to Hagusan.
Sold 29b. and 3p. Greek hides to man of Rocca C.
An Aneonitan received from Cechi Sur. black
7zlvet and promised to pay in c.q, wine by
November.

50ld 12bs 76p. tonned hides to man o” Cingoli.
S0ld 194b, tanned hides to man of Cameiino for
11807 d.a.

Sold 34b. tanned hides to mam of Rocca .

Sold 37b. tanned hides to men o Cingoli,

Sold 1Cb, tanned hides ""de ratione diversorum'.
to men of San Ginesio.

Seld 172 lbs. pepper and 132 I' . sugar to man
of Ascoli.

Sold 13gbr. monarchini, Ajbre black rays and
9bre kerseyse.

Sold 33be and 9p. Greek hides.

S0ld 8259 lbs, German niles to man of Sant'
‘nmelo in Vado.

Sold 4p. Florentine garbo cloth to Florentine.
S0ld 945 1lbs, refined suger and 1108 1bs, sugar
of lMadeira.

Sold 2Jb. hides of Momcastro to man of Camerino.

ANTONIO GOLINI & Cos, ogiggg unknown

No reference to this company has been found in the notaries' books,

Heference

Idem
Idem

Idem

Idem

Idem

Idenm

Iden

Idem

Idem

Idem

Iden

Idem

Idem

Idem

Idem

Idem

55 ASA 9 n.p.

c90r
¢llor

cli?v

el39r

cl4Bv

¢cl50v
clS5av

celo3=5

cl5%v

161v

elisSv

c2l5v

e260r

c272r

e287v

¢303r
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1.

2,

a of

195

ts in the Libro de Devnositaria

of 1517 as seen in notarial contracts of 1517

Date

Activity

wlierence

ANDRSA CARLO of Pesaro

10.1.1517
2h41.1517
134241517

1942.1517
12,3.1517
314341517
25+ 441517

25541517
26451517

28.7.1517
2.9.1517
34941517

849.1517
10.§.1517
22,9.1517
254941517
‘ 91061517

Sold 255p. German hides 13 ASA 17 cdr

Sold 244pe German hides to men of Rocca C. Idem ¢l8r
Together with Melchior Angeli (no.’ below) sold
to a merchant of Bergamo living in /ncona

15,250 lbe, of washed and 277 lbs, of unwashed

wool for a total of 820 d.u. Idem c3lv
Sold 362p, German hides to man of Rocce Je Idem ¢35r
50ld 150p. German hides to man of Rocca C. Idem clbv
Sold 307pe German hides.to men of Rocca C. Idem ¢58r
As one oi Lhe merchants with zoods on the

ship of Briei (see below no.4) bound for Pera

appointed a new scrivanoc. Idem c/5v
Sold 24Op. German hides to men of Roccn O, Idem cObv
Sold 20,630 1bs, German hides to men of

Camerino for 764 d.a. Idem o96r
50ld 750pe German hides to men of foceca C. Idem cl33v
Gavé in deposit to five ‘noconitams 600 deas Ideam ¢l137r
Sold 1080p, German hide: to men of Rocca C.

for 634 dese Idem ¢158r
Sold 434pe German hides to man of Sassoferrato Idea ¢l60v
Sold 1055pe German hides to men of Rocca C.  Idem clélv
Sold 675ps "-*men hides to mem of Rocca Ce Idem cl74v

Sold 881p. hides of Adrondio to men of Rocca @ Idem cl75r

Sold 550p. German hides to man of Sant'Angelo

in Vado. Idem cl8hv

(This is only a selection of the larger hide sales made by this

merchant,

He also sold a few Greek hides),.

LUIGI DRAGI de GOGAIS of Ragusa

28.4.1517

Sold 4m., ashes for soap-making to soapmakers Idem ¢77r



N S 9¢
270101517 5So0ld 252p. German hides Idem ¢l97v

3¢ LORENZO CECHI of Florence

1.4,1517 5old 362p, German hides to men of Rocca C. 13 AZA 17 o58r
25,441517 Sold 4s. almonds to Jienese. Idem c76r
22e9¢1517 Sold 40m, v:zlonea to men of Cremona. Idem cl75v
12,10.,1517 Sold 100 salme barley. Idem ¢1388v

be MARCANTONIO BRICI of Siena, citizen of ‘ncona
. 1842.1517 Sold 45b, Greek -ides to men of Cnmerinc. Idem c33r

. 2643,1517  Gold 1104 lbs. wool. Idem c56v
93,1517  So0ld 1550 1bs. washed Levant wool to man of
Camerino. ‘ Idem ci43r
25.4.1517  Sold 30,000 lks. bassi to men of Bergamo. Idem c72r
25.4,1517 Appointed én Anconitan p:.-one of his ship
"Sants Maris de Lorste’ for voyage to Pera., - Idem ¢73v
2548441517 1n eoniunction with the majority of the

merchants trading with the ship appointed a

Venetian as gerivano. Idem c75v
28,4,1517 with the consent of Brici, the new patrone

accepted ad cambium c.qe cloth for Fera. Idem c76v
224941517  Sold 27b.'arook hides to man of Tesi. Idem ¢170r
22.9.1517  Sold 2534 1bss raw cetton. Idem cl72v
194341717  Sold 29be Greek hides. Idem cl47r

5e¢ ANDREA SCAGLIA of Sergamo
64541517 5old 105bs German hides to man of Camerino 22 ASA 6 c2hv

6e GILROLAMO CINO of Fisa

17.°.1517 Sold 168p. hides of Moncastroe 13 ASA 17 e3av

17:3.1517 Sold 470 lbse. woole Idem e50r
2Cel041517 So0ld bbe. waxe Idem ¢l95r
7e ANTONIO GIACUMO DALLA PERA of Ancoma
254441517 Made claim re 400 d.as worth of goods loaded
on Ragusan ship during the Fair of Xecanati
“"risico periculo et fortuna" of the ship

which had perished. 13 ASA 17 c7by
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Date Activity xeference(7f
254441517 Cne of majority of merchants loading on the

ship of Marcantonio Brici who appointed a new

patrone for the voyage to lera. Idem c?75v
MEZLOHIOX ANGELI of Camerino
13,2,1517 With Carlo (uce 1 above) sold wool to value

of 820 deas to man of 3ergamo. Idem c3lv
644e1517  GSold 25b. Greek hides to man of Camerino,. Idem c¢63r
25451517  Sold 15,000 lbs, valonea. Tdem c94v
17601517 Sold 1223br. black velvet of Florence. Idem ¢lC3v
184641517 Chartered marciliana of Chioggia to carry

domestic goods to Ferrara, 22 ASA 6 e36r
304101517 Sold 5me oil, 15 ASA 17 c200r

AGUL TING de 1 "AFFAITATI of Cremona

No refersnce to this merchant hus been found in the notaries' books
but from 1509-24 Pier Martino degl'Affaitati seems to have acted as

the agent of this family in Ancons snd the following references can

be found for 1517.

Sold 209 lbs. sugar 13 ASA 17 c20v

264141517
34441517 Sold 819 lbs. sugar Idem cCOv
4e%,1517 5old 5153 1bs. sugar and 70% lbs. brazil wood,. Idem cllv
5¢11,1517 Sold 3986 lbs. brazil wood to Ragusan for 159 dea. Idem c20lv

GORO ANDREA SIMONI of Febriano, citizen of Ancona

6e1.1517 Sold 1000 lbe, wool of Levant and 1000 lba, iron Idem e7r
64341517 Sold 528 lbs. iron (there are several contracts
where Goro sells small quantities of iron) Idem chlr
14,3.1517 5old 233 lbse wool to /nconitans. 13 ASA 17 cl8v
27541517 50ld 243p. German hides. Idem ¢96v
11,8,1517 30l1d 480p. German hides to men of Camerino, Idem cl4Ov
29.8.1517 sold 500 lbs. woole Idem ¢152v

12.11.1517 Seld 255;. German hides to man of occa Ce

Idem c202v

(This merchant made uany small sales of irom, wool, and
German hides in the notary's book 13 AJA 17)



The year 1517 suffers from the fact that for nearly all commercial
matters, it is necessary to depend almost entirely on the one notary's
book, 13 ASA 17. In all, seven notarys' books have been studied for this
year but none of the others have many commercial contracts.

Activities of the leading merchants in the lLibro de Depositaria

of 1527 as seen in ncotarial contracts of 1527

Date Activity Heference
le ERANCESCO GIOVANNI CINI of Pisa

18,1,1527 So0ld a sack of wool to Jew of 3aloniks. 28 ASA 3=4 clOvw
13241527 So0ld ceqes hides of Salonika, 11 ASA 17=-3 c26r
15.2,1527 In dispute with Genoese merchasnts and

Lorenzo Ceshi over camnlets imported to

Ancona by Tarkish merchants. Idem c28v
13.3.1527 in dispute re 6200 deszis worth of goods

bought in Aleppo. 13 ASA 25-6 ¢22
184641527 3old 15bs Greek hides to men of Rocca

Contratae : Idem c37v
22,641527 Sold 51be Greek hides as above. Idem chOv
21.10.1527 Sold 306p. Greek hides to men of Camerino. 11 ASA 17-8 clblv

2e GIACOMQO MIKIAITI of Florence
34741527 Sold Loreuzo Uochi 8l sopramani cloths of

Florence, (3 made by Lorenzo Segni & Co.

and 16 by Tommaseo Loazi & Co. Price in

all 20654 d.me to be paid in 1% months. Idem ¢l22r

15,5.1527 Bought Ceqe German hides for 121 d.a. from

Florentine merchant living in Ancona. Idem cii0v
74941527  50ld 14,000 lbs, valoneas 13 ASA 25=6 ¢57v

14,9.1527 Sold 170p. hides of Honcastro and Ceqe
valonea to men of Sant'ingelo in Vado. 11 ASA 17-8 cl52v
30.10,1527 30ld 4 Florentine sopramani to Ragusan,. 13 ASA 25«6 ¢75v
3. GIOVANNI di TOMMASEO and TOMMASEIO BARTOLUTI of Ancona

25.,1.1527 30ld 623 lbs. Syrian flax to men of 3an
3everino. 11 ASA 17-8 cl2v

19¢
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Date Aativity: Reference
26.2.1527 Tonmaseo asold 350 lLs. wool. 25 ASA lOw=ll e57v

27.4%41527 Giovanni iavolved in protest as consul of

the Florentines and Genoese. 11 43A 17-8 ¢B5v
74941527 Giovanni sold 42b., Greek hides 13 A2A 25-6 ¢58v
7101527 QGiovanni =old 553p. hides of Moncastro

to men of Caldorola. Idem cH7v
14,12,1527 Giovanni sold 86b, Greek hides to men

of Pergola. 11 ASA 17-8 ¢178r

MARSELING BONINGHOLLI, ordigin unknown

No references to this merchant have been found in the notaries' books.

LORENZO and FPISRANTONIC CECHI of Florence.

17:141527 lorenzo bought 390 kerseys and 20p. london

cloth from a merchant of Lucca for a total

of 4054 deas whom he paid 500 d.a. cash,

1170 deas in 535 lbs. of rhubarb and the

balance to be paid in April, 11 ASA 17«3 ¢%r
15.,2.1527 Lorenzo in dispute with Jenoese and with

Francesco Cini over camlets imported to

incona by Turks. Idem c28v
9e5e1527 Pierantonio sold 12 Florentine sopramani

made by Giovanbattista and Giulio Ricei

to a merchant of Zaras 13 ASA 25«6 c29v
271527 Llorenzo sold c.qe sopramani worth 300 d.a.

to a Bosnian %o be delivered to a Turk in

Velona and was paid in c.q. cordovans. 11 ASA 17-8 el2lv
3,7.1527 lorenzo bought 81 sopramani from Giacomo

#iniatti of Florence for 2065; d.a. Idem cl2zr
15.,7.1527 lorenzo sold 3223 lbs, alum to Antiqui of

Anconae Iden c¢l27v
14,12,1527 Lorenzo sold to a Venetian a galleon,

four-fifths of which belonged to the heirs

of the condottiere, Giovanni de'Medici.

The buyer promised to pay the price of

2000 dea. to Lorenzo's brother in Chios. Idem ¢180r

144



6. LUIGI de GOG3IS of Ragusa

64111527

16,12.1527

Sold 6b, wax and 20C montonini to men of

Cingoli,. 11 45A 17-8 cl?0r

Sold 50b. "reek hides to men of Fesaro, Idem clilr

7« GIOVANNI MARCHI of Rome

3el41527
18,6.1527

Se741327
Fe7e1527
17.941527

Bought cege hides from Venetien for 3850 deas 13 ASA 25«56 cllr
Sold 82b, Greek hides to men of Roceca

Contrata. Idem ¢37r

Sold 40b, Greek hides to men of Senigalliae. Idem cilv

S0lc. J2b, Greek hides to men of Camerino. Idem ciSv

Sold cloth, value 50 dems to man of Pergolas 11 ASA 17«8 clisr

8¢ GIOVANNI AMBROGI and GERONIMO FRANCHI of Genoa

18.3.1527 Arbiters in dispute over goods from Aleppo. 13 ASA 25«6 ¢22
18.641527 Giovanni sold e.qe Greek hides, value 290 deasll /oA 178 clllr
17101527 Giovanni and Geronimo and Damiano Negri of

Genoa boughta barciotto from a Chiot for

660 dene Idem ¢161r
5.12,1527 Giovanni and Geronimo payers of letter of

exchange for 100 d.a, drawn on them by the

patrone of a ship from Chios. 13 ASA 25«6 cB4r
14,12,1527 Giovanni sold 672p. Greek hides to man from

Fergolas 11 ASA 17«8 el79r

9« GLRONINO MARCANIONIO ANTIGUI of 4 he Venetian consul

12,7,1527 wWith another merchant bought 6300 1bs. soap. 23 i5A 3=k el37r
13.7.1527 Had merchandise, value 1723 d.a. on board

Venetian ship 'Santa Maria' bound for

Barbary in societas with Giuliano Ginori

of Florence. irofits to be shared 50:50. 13 Aok 25=6 chbv
15.7.1527 Bought 3223 lbs, alum from Lorenzo Cechi. 11 ASA 178 cl27v

10 Saspamao, origin unimown

No reference to this merchant has been found in the notaries' books.



Activities of the leading merchants in the Libro de Depositaria ot

of 1541-2 as seen in notarial contracts of 1541-2

Date Activity Refereuce
1. GIROLAMO GIRINI of Florence ‘
9e5,1541  Sold 129p. hides of Moncastro to men of locea
Contratas 31 ASA 13 elr
28.4,1541 Sold five kersecys to men of Rocca Contratae Idem e¢52r
5¢541541  Sold one salma of grain to man from iruigdola. Idem c56v
7¢541541 For himself and in the nume of Pandolfo
Biliotti appointed an agent to collect a
large number of small debts owed by people
in and around Ancons mainly on account of
grain sales. Idem ce57=8
10.541541 Sold 90 salme grain to man of Fano. Idem cHlr
23,5.1541 Payee of letter of exchange drawn by Giovanbattista
and Lorenzo Guicciardini & Co. of /ntwerp on
Giovanni Gualterucei of Ancona. Instructioums
that the 242 dea., paid be placed to the a/c
of Domenico Maria dalle Balle of ologna. Iden c75v
24,5,1541 Bold to Corfiot # pavis 'Sento Bernardo'
2ro indiviso with himself for the other ;
for the price of 330 de.a. Idem c75v
24,5,1541 Evidence in protest that /ntonio Girini of
Florence, now living in Fera, had loaded on
the bargin 'Santa Haria di Loreto' 30s. of
various spices including cinnamon, cloves
arnd pepper consigned to Girolamo Girini
and Esdra, Jew of Salonikas Idem o76v
26.5,1541 Sold 260 buffalo hides to men of Rocca
Contrata. Idem ¢79r
18,6.1541 So0ld 50ps hides of Salonika to man of Nursia. Idem c¢93v
1.7.1541 Sold 101p, hides to Moncastro to man of
Sant'Angelo in Vado. Idem clO9v



2.

Date

2¢7.1541

11.8.1541

5¢9.1541

Activity
Chartered galleon to load up to 2000 sacks

of raisins in Patras or Lepanto.
Bought 20 ultrafini from Sebastian Vas of
Portugal .

So0ld 16b., hides to man of Caldorola.

GIOVANNI SENATI of Ancona

1.1.1541

7e141541
8.1.1541
15.341541
264341541
274341541
Balral5h1

29 e 1541

17.5.1541
1.6.1541
21.5.1541

2,641541
1.7.1541
1.7.1541
15.8.1541

24,8,1541
11.1,1542

Bought 40 ultrafini from merchant of
Mantua for 1040 d.a. BPayment in 8 months,
Sold 200pe. caviar to Anconitan.

Sold 22 bundles of hay to Anconitan,
Sold 26p. German hides.

Gave 66 s.a. in deposit to two Anconitans.

Sold 20p. German hides to man of Sassoferrato.

Genoese promised to'oonsign to Senati at
the beach of Fiumesino 100m. of timber,
Together with Augustino Panesi of Genoa
bought c.qe cloth from Leonardo Luttrini
& Coe

Sold % salma grain to Anconitans.

Sold 120p. mohair to Genoese.

Sold 550p. tanned hides to man of Rocea
Contrata.

350l1d 49Cp. German hides as above.

Sold 10p. German hides to man from Abruzii.
Sold 4645 lbs. wool to man of Ascoli.
Bought 30 kerseys from Milanese merchant

living in Ancona,

Sold 30b. hides of Kaffa to men of Rotella.

Iagig’r of exchange for 1ll4% s.a. drawn

on Sentti by Guglielmo Scarlatti in Pera.

Payee Paolo ’eruzzi. Protested.

207

Reference

Idem cll2v

31 ASA 13 cl26v

Idem clilr

33 ASA 17 c9r
Idem clér
Idem clév
31 ASA 13 clév
Idem c26v

Idem c27r

Idem chOv

Idem ¢53r
Idem c67r
Idem c86v

33 ASA 17 c266v
Idem c¢304v
31 ASA 13 ¢llOr

Idem cllOv

33 ASA 17 clllv

31 ASA 13 cl3?7r

Idem c217r



Date

Activi Ez

3¢ SIOVANNI GONDULA of Ragusa

be

S

De3e1541
12431541

28.h,1541

194541541

19.5.1541
1.7.15%1

2,12,1541

sold lbe Kerseys to Anconitans,

Appointed arbiter by Florentine merchants
in dispute over their ship,.

Sold 72b, and 2p. of tanned hides to man of
Camerino,

Sold 2pe “nglish ‘'mostavalieri' to Jew.
S50ld 36 kerseys to Jew.

ixamined at petition of Mantuan merchant

a bale of Kerseys and declared that in his
judgement they had been damaged by woter on
the voyage between Ferrara and /nconua,

S50ld 40 kerseys to Ragusan.

PAOLO PAVEST of incona

267

Reference

31 ASA 13 c9r

Idem ol3r

31 ASA 13 c52v

33 AUA 17 e263v

Idem c263v

31 ASA 13 elllv

Idem ¢cl35v

No references to this merchant have been found in the notaries' books,

BENEDETTO DORIA of Uenoa
11.1.1541 GSentence that Alexander Ralli of Chios must
give half the quantity of cotton disputed
to Doria.
12,3.1541 Appointed arbiter im dispute b /inconitan,
lo4e1541 old ceqe woollen cloth and silks to merchant
of Chios for 1648 s.a.

lelte154%1 Insured 500 s.a. worth of above which had
been loaded by the purchaser on the ship
'Mater Dei' bound for Syria.

6.641541 Bought the Barcia called 'La Mollica' from
/intonio Ralli of Chios, her captain and
patrone, for 3150 s.a, Payment in 10 months.

3.8,1841 Man of Senigallia promised Doria for himself

and on behalf of Lorenzo Marri of Genoa to
consign 300 salme grain into a barca at the
beach of Senigallia by September,

31 ASA 13 e3r

Idem clir

ldem cc’32-3

Idem c33v

Idem ¢39v

Idem cl2hv



4]

Date Activity Reference L0
19.9.1541 Doria and Lorenzo Marii of Genoa chartersd

& Ragusan ship for a voyage to Chios. HNo
further details. Idem ¢l50v
2l.4.1542  Doria for himself and in the name of Lorenzo
Harii bought four carats of the navis 'Santa
Haria de Gratin' just arrived from Rodosto
from Marino Berisca of Ragusa for 200 seae
Berisca sold another six carats to a Ragusan
on the same day. ~ 31 ASA 13 e266v
31.541543 Together with other co-owners of the above
ship appointed Niccolo Matthei of Insula
de Medio patrone. Idem c3l2v
5¢7e1542 Together with the Giustiniani of Chios and
his partner lLorenso Marii chartered half
the ship 'La Mollica' for a voyage to Coron.
(It is not clear from this contract whether
Doria still owned tuis ship, see 6.641541
aboves ™e contract specifically 'Q'gid that
the charter was made with the consent of
Constantine Ralli, the ship's captain). Idem c336r
76941541  Men o.f Senigallia promised Doria and Marii
i mnuipa:&grnnintonm
at the beach o{ Senigallia. Total cost to
be 2500 s.8ey 700 down, 500 in ten days,
500 in 20 daye, 500 in 30 days and balance
on consignment. Idem clhéy
91061542 Dorda and Marii chartered Sicilian navis
‘Santa Caterina' to load barley at Iremite
and take it to Naples. Idem ch36v
18,2,1541 Sold 2650 cordovans for 374 d.a. to Jowish

company in Ancona. 33 ABA 17 c92v
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3.

2s%

11.6.1541  Appointed idrian annimae, Flemish merchant

living in Ancona to receive in his name 3b,

of herseys, nos. 18,19 and 20, signed :E)

belonging to Marco Bono of Ragusa, The

bales to be brought from Antwerp to

Ancona with another 6 'sub conductum' of

Martin Arne, Fleming. 31 ASA 13 e92r
23.8.1541  Sold 1380 cordovans to Jewe 33 ASA 17 ch2B3r
LEORARDO LOCTINI and HONOFRIO ASNOLFI & Co. of Florence
29,441541 Sold ceqe cloth to Senati and a Genoese

merchant for 240 d.a. 31 AGA 13 e53r
29.441541  S0ld 100 salme grain to men of Trieste. Iden cS5hr
15.6,1541 Bought 7pe 'San Martini' cloth from Sienese. Idem ¢96r
274841541 Together with the heirs of Giovanni Tommassi

sold 317b. hides of Moncastro to wen of

Pergola for 1585 dese, ¥ in 6 months and }

in 1 year. Idem ¢l39r
30.841541 Together with heirs of Giovanai Tormasi

sold 1490p. hides of Moncastro to men of »

Caldorola. Idem cl42r

8,12.1541 As above sold 143b, hides to men of Camerino. Idem cl38r
CaNVAMAR, Turicish merchant

No reference to thiis merchant has been found in the notaries' books.
There are in fact very few references to Turks in the notarial
contracts of this period although 14 Turks paid some 6% of ‘thc
customs duties. Much more contact between the Turkish impire and
the west was provided by the Jews, but the following two contracts
are probably typical of the sort of business of the Turks in ‘ncona,
once they had sold their cargoes of camlets and hides, and purchased
their return cargoes.
14,6.1541 Cagi Mecmet of Brusa, Cagi Usuf and Cagi 3ali,

all Turks, chartered the schirazzo of Marino

Giovanni of Cattaro to take cloth to Castelnuovo



164641543

Je

236841542

LUCA SALRECHI

6l

Activity Refersnce -
or Narentas 35 ASA 15 ¢306r
‘hree Jews chartered the navigli of Aga
and Ali, Turks, to load 56b, cloth for Rausa

or Castelnuovo, 32 ASA 1 0293r

SALVERECCI), origzin unknown

Evidence in protest re charter-party made

bepween Luca Salrechi and Nicolo Cureti'i of

Ragusa, patrome of a ;.-ilgriu; ship, to carry

& load of cotton and damask from Tripoli in

Syria to Ancona. 31 A3A 13 ¢385v

10s DANDOLFO BILIOTTI of Florence

12,3.1541

154341541
74541541

2948.1541

Activities of

Biliotti and Giacomo Giacomini, and in the

name of Vincenzo the /lb:nian, patrone of

their ship, appoint Giovanni Gondula

arbiter in a dispute over the ship. Idem clir
Sold 4300 lbs. of wool. Idem clbr
Gerini in the name of Biliotti appointed

agent to collect large number of sm:11 debts

in Ancona and district, mostly for sales

of grain. Idem ¢57-3

Sold 1800 cordovans to Spanish Jew. Idem clilv
le in the Customs Register of 1551

in contracts of 15

le CBSARES LUDOVICI of Urbinmo

Date
645.1550

a) customs register
Imported Sb, of cloth for sale and 19b. for transit on

boats 2, 19, 22, 51, 106, 133, 175, 191, 251, and 309,
Imported 2b. and 121ps of hides on boats 102 and 306,
Imported 122c. of wax on boats 102, 220 and 306,
Also imported carpets, soap, cloves,incense and schiavine.
b) In notarial contracts
Aetivity Reference
For himself and on behalf of a Ragusan sold



Date Activity Heference
two sopramani of Florence and seven Winchcombe
Ke:"eys to men of Senigallia, ;; ASA 1 o57v
184641550 Sold 3272 1bs. raw cotton to Perugian, Idem ¢96r

84161551 Chartered Ragusan ship to go to Chiarenza, Volo,
Jalonika or Negroponte to load 120 ciorri of

grain and to unload either in Livorno and other

ports of the Tyrrhenian or in various oanish

and cortuguese ports. If unable to load full

cargo of grain to go to Chios to load general

merchandise and Constantinople to load hides. 31 AJA 21=Z olsr
13,2.1551 Seld 100 camlets to Florentine merchant living

in Anconae 36 ASA 3 chiv
11.3.1551 Bought the galleon 'Santo Spirito' from its

Portuguese and Anconitan owners ‘o 1200 s.8.

Frice paid 700 ssae in ceqs rhubarb and

500 d.me in camsh, 31 ABA 21=2 c50v
14.5,1551 So0ld six carats of galleon to Flo: -ntine. Idem ¢lO9r
845.1551  Sold 17 ultrafini to an Anconitan. 36 ASA 3 cllgv
6471551 Sold 470 cardovans. Idex cl68r
174841551 ‘rotest re nom-arrival of seven bales of

ultrafini supposed to have been delivered to

Ancona by Piero Schapi from unspecified souree. . ‘em cl93v
31.8.1551 Chartered barca for trip Ancoma - Dolcigno -

Modon = Ancona to load grain. 56 ASA 3 ¢20%v
le9.1051 Paid tue debt of a Florentine to a Sienese

in 55 se.as worth of waxe Idem o210v
30941351 Jold 6lp, hides of Alexandria to man of Urbino. Idem c2l3r
641017551 Chartered 50 garri of his galleon for trip

sncona - Constantinople - Rodosto - Ancona to

load grein. U

Se%el552 Jayee of
by Hicolo and Andrea fratelli Franscisei ii

o
Sorgho in Regusa e the patrone of a zagusan

39 ASA 21=2 ¢lU9:

of exchauge {or 24 s.a. drawn



Activity Reference
shipe 36 ASA 4 clbov

5. DETTO 3ONDUL. of Ragusa

Date

13.1.1551

12.241551
19.2.1551
250241551

174341551

134741551
14,8,1551
641061551

2747.1551

26.2.1552
and dates

till end

of April

a) In gustoms register
Imported 120b. cloth in transit on boate 1, 19, 22, 51, 106,

133, 134, 175, 183, 191 and 261.
Imported 10%c. wax on boat 363,
Also imported sugar and grain.

b) In notarial contracts

Activity Reference
Jold Ceqe camlets to ‘ortuguese Jew for
145 Beae 36 ASA 3 elbr
S0ld 20 'mani' kerseys to Anconitan. Idem c¢Hir
So0ld two Cnglish 'mostavalieri' cloth to same. Idem ¢68r
Sold ceqe camlets to Jews for 400 dea. Idem e8lv

Cancelled charter-party made with shipowner

of Perastro. No details, 31 ASA 21-2 cb2v
Chartersd navis of inconas No detal’s, Idem ¢l33r
Chartered schiragzo of Ragusas, No detullse Idem ¢l96r

Chartered 30 carri of galleon belonging io
Cesare Ludoviei for trip /Ancona - Constantinople =

Rodosto = Ancona to load grain. 39 ASA 212 ¢l09r
Bought ceQe paper from Florentine merchant

living in Ancona. Balance of price owing

was 315 Se0e 36 ASA 3 e84v
Giovanni Gabrielli acting for Benedetto Gondula
charters 12 barche to load grain at Codigoro
and consign it to the agent of the Savini in

36 ASA 4 oShv

FEhEsRde fercare 95r, 101v,102r,
1llv, 112r, 125r

156?. 1}8'. 1“50



3¢ FRANCISCO GABRIELI s%n;d VINCENLO CAVINCIONI & Cos of Lucca

a) In customs register

Imported 99be of cloth for sale on bouts 1, 175, 260, 261,

309
b) In notarigl contracts
Date Activity Reforence

30161550 Sold 20 kerseys, 37 45A 4 ¢58r
5241550 Jold 10 kerseys. Idem ctor
34641550 Sold 20 ultrafini to Anconitans, 39 ASA 1 cbor
16,10,1550 Sold 6be ultrafini to Jew living in Ancona, 37 ASA & ch37r
27410.1550 Sold 5 ultrafini to /nconitan. Idem c45lr
15412,1550 Sold 12 ultrafini to citizens of Jiena

and Senigallias Idenm ¢523v
1641241550  Sold 4 ultrafini to inconitans, 39 ASA 1 ellov
10.1.1551 5014 6 pieces of rays and damasks, 36 ASA 3 cl2v
26,2,1551 Seld 1jbe ultrafini to Bolognesi. 33 454 10 eBlv
144341551 Sold 4 ultrafini to msn of Osimo. 39 ASA 1 cl23v
204441551 Sold 8 ultrafini to men of Semigallia, 36 ASA 3 ¢lO9v
174441551 Sold 20 uigrafini to Florentine werchint

in ‘nconae Idem clO2v
Seta1551 Sold 12 ultrafini to Anconitans. 39 ASA 1 cl2iy
134541551 50ld ceqe valonea, Idem el35v
104741551 Sold 16 ultrafini to Florentine merchant

in Ancona. 36 ASA 3 cl69r

19.6,1551 Sold 6 pidces of rays and damasks, Idem cl60r

2648.1551 Sold 12p. ultrafini to Anconitan. Idem c20hr

hs GIROLAMO GIRINI and ALUIGI PESSARO & Co. of Florence
a) In customs register

Imported 45b. cloth for sale and Zb, for transit
on boats 106, 175, 19l.

Trnorted 3b, cordovans on boat 131,



Dage
3481550
264641550

16471550
296121550
1h4.1.1551
14,1.1551
2441.1551
15.5.1551

21+541551
234541551
29541551
264641553

22,8,1551

224341551

643.1551
26.8,1551

3491551
18.9.1551
5410.1551

901041551

51141551
2641141551

22412,1551

b) Ia notarisl contracts
5ggi'ztx
“old 59pe hides of Moneastro to Florentine.

Sold 2600 lbs. lLevant hides to men from
the Abruzzi,

Seld 30,193 1bs. yalomea to Solognesi.
fold 1990 lbs. Levant wool to Florentines,
Sold 4000 1bs. of yalomea to Anconitans.
Sold 327 1bs, sugar to man of Monte Ulmo,
Sold 6000 lbs. of valoneae

S0ld 6000 lbs, valoneas to men of Sant'
ingele in Vado.

Let house to Porfuguese.

2o

Zeferonce

39 ASA 1 e53v

Idem ¢77v
39 ASA 1 ed5r
36 ASA 3 ger
Idenm c20v
Iden c23v
Idem o35v

Idenm el2ir

Idenm cl3lr

S0ld 4180 lbe. valonea to men from Fossombrone,Idem cli5r

Sold two London ‘mostavalieri' cloths.

Alui i Pessaro examined cloth said to have

been amaged on its journey to incona.

sold yalonsa,

Sold 70p. “lav hides,

Chartered galleon. No details.

Chartered two barehe for trip Dolcigno -

Modon - incona or Sealgallia, To load

graine

Sold 20 white kerseys to man of Luccas

Sold 10 Winchoombe kerseys to Anconitans.

Sold 35be uhides of Varaa to men of Rocca

Contratas _

Boughit c.qe cloth and silks, value 645 s.a.

from merchant 0f Chios ' jiying in ‘ncona.
3.111177’ihl. cloves to man {rom Cassia.
Bought 16 !i!i!“lﬂ from Portuguese Jew

ving in Anconae
g lovent bides

Sold 4ooo lbse [ to citizens of Arczzo.

1dem clblr

31 ASA 21«2 clé2
36 Asa 3 cly7-3
Idem cl93v

31 ASA 21le2 c20ly

36 ASA 3 e206v
39 ABA 1 elélr
36 A0A 3 e22lv

Iden 234y

Idem c2ibv
39 ASA 1 cl71r

36 ASA 3 c273v
Idem ¢299v



7

Date Aetivity Refarence
236121551 Sold 183 1lbs. cheraisini to Portuguese Jew. Idem ¢302r
S5¢ ARON BOIICHE, Jew of Salonika livinz in :incona

a) In customs register
Imported 21b. cloth for sale in boats 21, 53, 55, 110, 192,

Imported 359b, hides in boats 63, 1llh, 221, 304, 305, 306.
Imported 40t. camlets in boats 114, 221, 305, 306,

L0 imported cordovans, feltri, wax, silks, mohair and

raw silks.
b) In notarisl contragts
Date Activity Reference
14,5,1550 Gold cordovans and montonini to Jews of

Ancona and Osimo. To pay 1238 d.a. by August

the balance of a greater sum. 394434 1 cbDv
2011551 Bought, together with Samuel Signore, Ceqe

tgreen' cloth from a merchant of Citta di

Castello, value 397 s.a. 36 ASA 3 ebr
74241551 50ld 43% doudle mohairs to man of Maceratas Iden ¢36r
14,5.1551 Chartered part of a schirazzo to carry

80be cloth to Castelnuovo. Idem cl25v
17.12,1551 Chartered part of a schirazzo to carry

70bs eloth to Castelnuovo. Idem c295v

6¢ GIACOMO CAVALIR

a) In customs register

Imported 4be cloth for ccule snd 9bs for transit in

boats 62, 158, 192,
Inported 149b, and 136p. hides and cordovans on boats

63, 113, 114, 221, 304, 305, 306,
Alpo imported feltri, schiavine, macramani and raw silk,
b) Ia notarial contracts
Date sivit Reference
071550 With other Jews chartered schirazzo %o load
50bs cloth for Velona. 39 ASA 1 oBlv



Qate
19.8,1350

19.841550
24941550

204341550

16412,1550

284141551

64741551
11.3.1551

14.8.,1551
541061551
22410.,1551

S0ld 1050 cordovans to Florentine.

Sold 1070 eordovans to Mantuans,

Sold 270 cordovans to Anconitan.

Bought 4bs ultrafini from rortuguese Jew,
Bought 10p. linen of #heims from Portuguese.

Jewe

With other Jews chartered schirazzo to load
150be cloth for Castelnuovo.
30ld 136p. hides of Saloniks to Jew,

Bought 20 ultrafini from Fortuguese Jew

in Ancona,

Bought 18 ultrafini from Jews.
Sold 900 cordovans to Anconitans

Man from Fano promises to comsign 47 salme
of paper @ 40 reams per salma and received

in payment from Cavaliero ¢.qe cordovans

ead mopteatsle

Activity

212

Raference

Idem ¢90v
Idem ¢9lv

Idem ¢9)v

37 AsA 4 alhSv
39 ASA 1 ¢11lr

36 ASA 3 eB2r
39 ASA 1 clhbw

Iden cl5bv

Tdem cl56v
36 ASA 3 e235v

Idem e255v



APVENDIX D

DOCUMENTS

i some nw; m contracts from the irchivio dif Stato of iAncoma.

a). Naulizatum. 39 ASA 1, ¢Biv. 3 July 1550.

Naulizatum cossam rais die tertia mensis Julii actum in Civitate
Ancene in fundico mercantiarum ut super posite et laterato presentibus
Gabriele de Alleis et Francisco de Jachellis de Ancona testibus -

Cossam rais Turcha patrenus cuiusdam schirazzi portate stariorum
mille in circa ad presens existentis in portu Ancone naulizavit dictum
dictun (sie) schiraszium Jaco Cavalerio, Davit Cohem, Hlie Catenelle
et Samoeli Benmignore hebreis mercatoribus Ancene comorantibus causa
onerandi quinquaginta ballas pannorum et eas portandi ad velona pro
naulo et practis infraseriptis videlicet quia dictus patronus promisit
dare dictum eius schiraszium stagnum et bene correndatum cum hominibus
ad sufficientiam et dicti conductores promisserunt infra decem dies
proxime futuros onerare ballas quinquaginta pannorum ultrafini, carisemwum
et maffetti ad retionem petiarum quatuor ultrafini pro balla et carisearum
decen pro balla et trium pannorum maffetti preo balla gquidbus guinquaginta
balliz oneratis post dictos decem dies in dicto schirazeio dictus patronus
rrorisit eum primo bono tempore de portu /Ancone discedere et ire ad
velonam predictam et ibi dictas bullas panmerum prefutis conductoribus vel
eorun deputatis dictas ballas bene conditionatas consignare ad eorum
libitum, et hec pro naule ad raticnem triginta trium asprorus pro bella,
quod naulum dieti conductores per eos et eorum heredes promisserunt
dicto patrono presenti a dare et solvere sine aliqua lite - in dicta
Velona adsignatis dictis ballis bene conditionatis ut super et de
inde - pactum est guod dictus patronus teneatur tangere Raugam et ot
(sic) castrum novum ot ibi intelligere novas corsariorum ot ei aliquod
novi audire quod dicto casu dictus patronus teneatur facere voluntaten,
Davit Cohem et aliorum mercatorum hebreorum in dicto schirazzio



existentium, pactum est quod si dicti conductores non caricarent

dictas quinquaginta ballaes infra dictum tempus decem dierum qued
tencantur solvers dicto patrono scutos duos monete pro gquolibet die

de stalia et ex converso si dictus patronus non discederet post

dictum terpus oneratis dietis ballis 50 qued dicte casu dictus patronus
teneatur et ita promissit soluere dictis conducteribus dictos scutos duos
quolibet die - salve justo impedimente - Pactum est - quod si dicti
conductores non caricarent in dicto schirazzo omes supradictas dballas
quod dicto casu tenecantur solvere dicte patrono totun et integrum naulum
tamquam si onus predictum recipisset totum soluendum per eos ad

solidum et libram., Pectum est quod dictus patronus non possit accipere
aliarum ballas absque expressa dictorum conductorum licentia - Renuntiantes
dicte partes et guelibet earum renuntians in permissis ommibus et
singulis exceptioni dicte promissionis et obligationis nen facte rei

non sic geste omnique alie legum juris et statuterum auxilie quae

omis ot singula super dicta et in presenti instrumento contenta dicte
partes et quelibet ipsarum ad in vicem et vicessim videlice! una pars
alteri ot altera alteri sellemmnis stipulantibus hine inde intervenientibus
rer eas otlunu heredes promisserunt et convenerunt dicti hebrei more
hebreorum juraverunt per Deum verum et lLegem leysi seripturis hebraicie
corporaliter manibus tactis et dictus cossam Turcha more Turcharum
predicta ommia et singula attendere ot observare et in nullo de jure vel
de facto contrafacere vel venire non aliquo seu jure occasione aligua
ratione vel causa sub pena dupli dicte quantitatis in quolibet capitule
huius contructus inselidum statuto stipulatione et promissa, et obligatione
omuium suerunm bonorum presentium et futurum,

b).rronissio. 36 ASA 3, €60s 4 February 1551,
Dominus Benedictus Condule de !agusec cum Francisce Bovie de



inconae Die dicto e loco presentibus hieronimo quendam Johannis de
Florenis et Jacomo quendam Christofari de bonmarellis de Anconn testibus -

Jominus Franciscus Bovius de Ancona per se - promisit et convenit
Domine Henedicto Gondule de @wguseo mercitori ‘ncone commorant: eddem Domino
Benedicto dare solvere et numerare aine aliguam lite du-atos duscentos et
octuaginta quatuer awri ad rationem viginti unius gressorum pre ducate in
tanta bona moneta - hinc ad unum snnum proxime futurum hodie incipiens et ut
soquitur finiens ot deinde « et hoe pro pretio et nomine pretii petiarum
viginti carisearum mani ad ratiomem ducatorum decem pro qualibet petia ot
petiarum sex carisearum alldgiavardi ad rationem ducatorum quatuordecim pre
qualibet petia prout dictus Dominus Francisous dixit et confessus fuit in
rrecentia dictorum teotium ot mei notarii infraseripti - ‘emuntians - pro
quibus ommibus - sub pema dupli - et obligatione bonorum - que bona - in
quibus bonis - et obligavit se in formm camore apostolice - juravit.

¢)eDeponitume 1 ASA 19, e157r. 28 July 1503

Depositum intonii chirici wolinelli de Janua civis ancone die xxviii
vensis julli sctum sneone in apoteca mei notaril infreseripti posita ut
super presentibus marine de monte fano et plerangelo garusoli testibue ad
hee vecatis labitio et rogatis.

Jeronimus Fetri Cleconi de Varamo habuit ot recepit coran dictis
toatibus et me notario infraseripte in depositum et nomine et cause veri
et purl depesitd ab antonis chirici molinelle de Janun cive et habitere
ancone ducatos quatraginta ducs in numeratis in suro lurgos bonoe legales
ot justi ponderis sine malitia quos quatruginta ducs ducstos aurl largos
depositun predictum dictus Jerenimms promisit tenere custodire et salvare
penaes se ad instantisn dicti /ntonii ommidbus ipsiue Jeponomi risice pericule
ot fortuna videlicet ignis aque furtl rapine ruine naufragii et cuiuslidet
alterius causae tam divini quam humeni et quos quatreginta duce ducatos
suri depesitun predictus dictus jeromimus per se et sucs heredes prosisit



et convenit dicto antonio presenti stipulanti et recipienti per se et
suls heredibus eidem antonio dare soluere ot restituere sine aliqua lite
ete. ad omnen terminem et petitionem dicti antonii. Cub pena dupli etc.
et obligatione omnium sucrum bonorum etec que bona ete inm quibus benis etc.
Juravit ete. .
d).Futuume 1 ASA 1=2, ¢55v. 16 December 12,

Die XVI wensis decembris actum ancone in apoteca residentie med
notarii infraseripti posita ut supra precentibus Ser Nicolao Hartolomei et
Ser Christofaro Stefani de Anconm testibus ad hec vocatis habitis et
rogatis,

m Kicolai Albanensis habitator Ancome habuit et recepit mutuo
gratis et amore a Ser licolao Antonii drapperii de Ancona ducatum unum
auri venetum bonum legalem et iusti ponderis - sine malitia quem ducatum
unum auri mutuum predictum dictus Andreas per se et suos heredes promisit
et convenit dicto Jer Nicolae precenti stipulanti et recipienti per se et
suis heredibus dare reddere et restituere sine aliqua lite questione vel
molestia omni exceptione iuris et facti remcta ad omnem terminum et
petitionem dicti Ser Nicolai sub pena dupli dicte quantitatis in quolibet
capitulo huius contractus in solidum solleniter stipulaverunt et promisserunt
et obligaverunt omaium suorum bonarum etc. que bona ete. in quibus bonis ete,

o) .Canbium, 15 AsA 5.718: February 1483.

Cambium Johannis baptiste picchi die decima septima februarii actum
in apoteca residentie mei motarii posite ut supra presentibus Ser hieronimo
der antenii palearii ot hieronimo simonis magri de ancona testibus ad hee
vocatis habitis et rogatis.

Stephanus fabricii de torriglionibus et quiriacus antonii brondoli de
ancona fuerunt vere contenti et confessi habuisse et recepisse ad cambium
ot nomine et causa met-pznw a nobild vire johanni baptista picco de

Sncona capsas triginta et una saponis ponderis librarum quinquemila



Concordia

octingenti guatraginta gquinque extimatas de eorum commiLducatom

centum undecim auri venetorum bonorum legales etec. quam quantitatem
ducatorum dicti stephanus et quiriacus portare pfomiaomt cum navi
patronizato per Bartolomeum bricium de Ancona in proxime viagio quod facere
intendit ad partes romanie de portu ancone die presenti tangende scalas
consuetas: ex dictis partibus romsnie ad portum ancone recto viagio et
viagio non rutate: et ipsam quantitatem cambium predictum dicti Stephanus
et ‘uiriacus 7 et quelibet ipsorum principaliter et in solidum
renuntiantes ete, promiserunt et convenerunt dicto johanni baptiste
rresenti stipulanti et reeipienti per se et suis heredibus dare soluere

et restituere sine aliqua lite quectione vel molestia inter ducs menses
pestquam dicta navis redierit ad salvaszentum ad portum ancone: hoc
declarato quod dicta quantitas ducatorum eundo et redeundo vadat et redeat
rissico periculo et fortuna dicti johanni baptiste videlicet furti etc.

et eo casu que ikunt et redibunt mercantie dicte navis. hoc est declaruto
qued casu que dicta navis ex civitate pere in mare malore seu raggiore

ut vulge dicitur ire quod ex dicto loco pere oundo astando et redeundo ex
mare maiore usque peram non eat dictam quantitatem aliquo rissice dicti
Johanni baptiste sed dictorum stefani et quiriaci: et hoc expresse guod
casu quo in dicto viagio maris maloris dicta navis periet quod deus avertat
quod liceat dieto quiriaco redire cum mercantiis ex pera ancone et in
quacumque navi dietus guiriacus redidibit voluit dictus johannes baptista et
ita promisit quod dicta quantitas redent eius rissico ut supradictum est
non obatanti quod navis mutaretur. quia omnia etec.

f).iromissio, 1 ASA 12, €25r. 10 April 1479.
iromissio facte per carclum johamnis sclavonem habitatorem montagnoli
Ser Ceorgio retri de ancona.
Die decimm mensis aprilis actum ancone in banchum mei notarii
infraseripti supra positum et lateratum presentibus Johanne egidio



Nicolai de monteferiis et dominico bonfortis de maesignano testibus
ad hec vecatis habitis et rogatis.

Carolus Johannis Sclavus habitator mentagnoli promisit et convenit
per se et suos heredes Cer Georgio i'etri de Ancona presenti stipulanti
et recipienti per se et suos heredibus eidem Ser Georgio dare soluere
et numerare sine aliqua lite questione molestia ommi exceptioni iuris
et facti remota hinc ad mensem iunii proxime futurii et deinde ad ommem
terninum et petitionem ipsius Ser Georgii ducates quinque moneta et
hoc pro satisfactione pretii unius vegetis a vino sibi vendite date et
consignate et quinque salmarum vini boni tribiani prout idem Carolus
dixit asservit et confessus fuit in presentia mei notarii et dicterum
testium ad petitionem dicti Jer Georgii. Hemuntians dictus Carelus
exceptioni dicte vegetis et vini non habite et non recepte ei
non date vendite et consignate per dictum ‘“er Georgium et dicte
promissionis et confessionis non facte rei non sit geste et predicta
omia et singula non fuisse et sem fwhewe e non esse ut supradictum
est etc. pro quibus omnibus et singulis etec. que bona etce in quibus
bonis etc. et voluit dictus Carolus ubique posse capi Jdeteneri et

conveneri etc,

Some ical notarial contracts from the Diversa Notarise i

the Drzawni Arhiv, Dubrownik.

a).issecuramentum. DAD. DiveNots 106, cl74r. 12 April 1541,
Infrascriptum as:ecuramentum scriptum in quodam folio papyraceo
vernacule servone, allatum mihi notario catthastici a pertibus
infrascriptis de suo comsuni consensu et voluntate hic registratum fuit,

cuius tenor sequitur.
3ia noto a manifesto a gqualunque persona quale veddera o legera



ijuesto presente seritto di assecuramento qualmente col nome d'Idiic

buone viaggio guadagne e salvamento Nicolo di Ciovanni Carasunde si
ngsecura et vuole esser' assecurato per quella summa e quantita de dinari
quale sera dichiarita delli assecuratori infrascritti in e sopra pannine
caricate sopra la nave patroneggiata da iuca di Ciovanni Basilisco e vole
esser' assecurato dal giorno here e puncto che detta nave e partits dal porte
di raugia per sino tante ch'a bucno salvamento arrivera in porte di
Constantinopoli e la securta vole perite che dioc non daghi o non perito, di
acqua fuogo gietto in mare di ripresagli di amici et inimici ritentione et
incursioni di navi fusti galere e di quale si voglia altro naviglio armato
0 disarmato e da tutti gli altri case periculi et imfortunii divini et
humani possibili et inpossibili imaginabili et iniraginabdili quali a detta
nave e robbe fussero interventi che dio non voglia a tutti 1li modi e vie

sl assecura e vole esser' assecurato ponendo gli a:securatori in luoge sue
ogni e qualunque volta alcuno danno seguitasse dal che die non voglia -
dichiarande chel patreno preditte o quale si voglia altra persona che detta
nave patronigiate zi ritrovere, posse con essa navigare per tutti 1i
quattro venti al horgia, poggia, avanti et drieto, a destra et a sinistra
et posse andar' scorrere sorgere porteggiare inqualsiveglia porte spiagia

e luogo caricar e discaricare et in altri navigli transmutar e qualunque
altra cossa far' come meglio le parere e guando de ditta nave robba venisse
alcuna mala nuova che dio non veglia in tale caso li assecuratori siano
tenuto dar' e pagare quello tanto ch'haversno assecurato cadauno la sua
portione in termine di tre mesi dal giorno che tale rala novella sera
venuta e quando in termino di uno anno prossime future, non venisse alcuna
nuova di detta nave e robba in tale caso 1i assecurateri siano tenuti dar e
pagare quelle tanto ch' haverano assecurato cadauno la sus portione et in
cadauno delli detti casi patrono officiali e warinari possine er la

recuperatione preditt: compurere in ogni gluditic et senza pregiuditio del



™

Frese;te assecuraments e 1i sssecuratori nen possinoe defendersi con
alcuna le e statute privilegie o quale ai voglia altra censuetudine de
pigliare salve condutte e pigliate non vaglia se prima non haverans
ragato quelle tante ch'haverans assecurato cadauno la sua portione
dichiarando che li assecurateri allhora se intendane havere guadagnato el
risice suo quande detta nave a buone salvamento sera arrivata in porta di
Constantinopoli con le robba, e stattavi per hore vintiquattre.

Ie Irancisco di Lerensze sessusuvich mssecuro ut supra per ducati cente
e per mio risico ho havuti ducati cingue vale.

Io Fruncisco di ‘iero Belle assocure ut supra per ducati cinquantz e
ver wie risico ho havuto ducati duoi o meze vale,

b) Noulizatum. DAD Divelot. 111, ¢113, 28 February 155%.

Cadit sub die ultime mensis Februarii 1551

Frovidus et prudens vir Marcus Joannis losa, patrenus Caleonis, qui
ezt portata curruum septuaginta, spente cum dei nomine ad benum viagium lucrum
et salvamentum naulizevit dictum Galeonem nobili ‘er Hieronime Johannis
de babatio ibi presenti acceptanti, et dictum Caleonem naulizante pro curribus
sexaginta quinque pro eundo ad partes leyantis pro onerande frumente cum
pactis modis conditionibus et declarstionibus infraseriptis. et prime dictus
patronus promisit cum dicte galeene bene stagne corredatoe et merinarate cum
mrinarriis tresdoecim computata persona ipsius patreni ad primum bonum tempus,
salve iusto impedimento recedere ex aguis iecusis et recto transite se conferre
ad partes lovantis incipiende a sinu padrasse usque nartam pro onerando
frumento et convemerunt quande dictus pltmu?ln invenerit, aut propter (.#
aliqued turcarum impedimentum, nom posset onerare frumentum, tali casu debest
extra frumentum onerare illa mercimenia, gque dicte patrono meliora vidibuntur,
Pro quibus mercimeniis dictus Jeanmes patronus dbeat habere cadem naula que
baberet si frumentum onerasset. 5t guande patronus predictus hen posset
enerare frumentum aut alis wercimonis, pacti fuerunt qued patronus debeat
habere wedietatem suam naulam et sit liber ab obligatione presentis



naulizatus. &Lt cum gquando dictus patrenmus onersret frumentum convenerunt
qued illeco recepto onere patronus a schala recedere debeat dt recto
tramite conferre in Anceonam et ibi exonerare suum euricum frumenti. |ue
exonerats dictus Ser Hieronimus mercator promisit prefato patrene solvere
sur naula ad rationem scutatorum auri in aure guattuer preo singule curru,
quamquidem solutionem facere promisit in termine dierum decem a die quo
frumentum fuerit oxoneratum. Item pacti sunt qued dictus fer Hieronimus
debeat mutuare suprescripte Marce patreno scutatos auri centum ques debeat
restituere salves in terram, et quod dictus patrenus debeat ad eodem Jer
Hieronime habere due pre cente pro sua provisione. similiter convenerunt
qued casu quo patrenus predictus omeravit alia preter frumentum mercimenia
secondo supradictum est quod ca debeat vehere in incemam et pro illis
habere debeat naula supra declarata.

Renuntiande. Iudex Ser Marinus Jacemi de Ghertaldis et Nicolaus

Plero testes.

221
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3 ABA

4 AsA
S ASA

6 ASA
6 ASA

7 ABA
7 ASA

8 ASA
8 AsA

9 ASA
9 ASA
9 ASA

10 ASA

11 ASA
11 ABA
11 ABA
11 ASA
11 ASA
11 ASA
12 ASA
13 ASA
13 ASA
13 ABA
13 Ash
13 ASA
13 ASA
13 ABA
13 ASA
13 ASA
13 ASA
13 ASA
13 ABA

1% ASA
14 ASA

1-2
16
9
20
25
33
34

9

gt & Gk

-

=12

N & 2

1112
15-16
17-18
13=1h

VoeNovaSFuwn

15
17
23-24
25.26

V=3
5
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CRESCL, Nigeold vol, 1-3 1470-78 15 ASA 1=3
5 1482-85 15 ABA 5
6=7 1486-93 15 ASA 6=7
SCACCHI, Pellégrine di Niccoll vols 1 1482-84 16 4SA 1
2 1486-86 16 ASA 2
DI TOMMASO, Antonie Fier Hatteo vols 1 WEL-1500 17 ASA 1
SAVINI, Girolame : vol. 8 1500 18 asa 8
CIUCCI, Tomaso vole 3 1450 19 ASA 3
MARCHETTI, Temmaso vole bwb 1%34-42 20 Asi kb
PAVESI, intonio di Tommaso vols 1 1527-28 21 ASA 1
TRICNFI, Lerenzo volse 1 1498-1503 22 AsA 1
3 1507-10 22 ASA 3
: 6 1517-18 22 ASA 6
MANFREDI, Giovanni rietre vol. 1 1507=10 23 ASA 1
BARNABEI, Niccold di lLazzare vol. 34 150912 24 ABA 3-b
78 1517-21 24 ABA 7=8
TRIVI, Girolame di Lerenze wol, 1=5 15i5=21 25 ABA 1=5
10-11 1526-27 b ASA 10-11
CORRADO, Bartelomeo vols, 1=6 1516-28 26 ASA 16
TORIGLIONI, Francesce vols. 1 1517 27 ASA 1
IPARCHI, Temmase vols 34 1526-27 28 ASA 3-h
MONACD, Giaceme vol. 14 1551 29 AsA 1h
MANFREDI, intonie vol,s 1 1549-51 30 ASA 1
GIUSTINIANI, Girelameo vel, 13 154142 31 ASA 13
18 1548 31 ASA 18
9 1549 31 484 19
21-22 1551-52 31 ASA 21-22
CHIARUZZI, Tomaseo vol. 1 15h1-44 32 ASA
6 1550 32 ASA 6
CICCONI, Angele vol. 17 1541 35 ABA 17
PAVESI, Bernardine vel. N 1551 34 Asa N
FILESTRI, Andrea vol. 15 1541 35 AsA 15
25 1552 35 ASA 25
MAZEI, Riccerde vol, 1 154749 36 AsA 1
2 1550 36 AbA 2
3 1551 36 ASA 3
A 1552 36 AsA b
_ 5 1553 36 ABA 5
AGLI, Cievanni Battista vol. & 1550 37 ASA &
ALBERICI, Giovanni Battisia vel. 10 1551 38 A3A 10
BENINCASA, Marine vol, 1 1548-52 39 AsA 1
. 2 1553-55 39 ABA 2
LAJLARINI, Antonie vels 1 1548-52 40 Asa 1
MIZI, ¥rancesco vol., 1 1546-51 b1 ASA 1

N






ARCHIVIO STORICO COMMUNALE, ANCONA

Liber craoceus parvus, o dei ’rivilegi

Crdini, decreti del Consiglio - Junto dei libri
rosso e pachazzo

Libro resse - Sunto dei decreti conmigliari

Libre di Depesiteria

Idenm

Idem

Idem

Idep

Constitutiones sive Statuta Magnifice Civitatis
Ancone (Anceona, 1513)

Registre di vari decreti consigliari, ovvero
litre paenazzo

Regietro di vari decreti consigliari

Libre di Depositeria

Idem

Idem

ldem

Ideq

Imposta per la fertificazione

Capitoli e Ordini per i plqlllntt della Degana
terrestre o marittinma

Sunto dei Decreti, Atti comsiglisrd, capiteli

Corwercie - Conselati - Fiere ~ Franchigie -
Trattati -~ latenti

Jegana

Iden

Inposte - Il Juarto, Registro della nuova tassa
sulla esportazione delle merci

Idem

Libre di Depesiteria

Idem

Idem

Dogana - Cartelare delle scrivanc Giulie Leoni

Dogana - Libre del fendichiere

14431540

H93-1541
493
1470

Hé

%83

1493
1498

1513

15221541
1505=1579
1502
1509
1517
1518
1527
1532

1558
1545-62

SeceXVI
Idem
Idem

1562
1563
1545-154h
1543
15411542
1551
1562

22%

ASCA 28

ASCA 47
ASCA 48

ASCA 61

&
2R

ASCA 68

ASCA 112
ASCA 1M
ASCA 115
ASCA 116
ASCA 117
ASCA 118
ASCA 121
ASCA 123

ABCA 140
ASCA 200

AUCK 221
ASCA 222
AGCA 223

ASCA 353
ASCA 354
ASCA b29
ABCA 430
ASCA 431
ASCA SO?
AECA 508

1s The numbering in the right hand colum is from the latest catulogue

of the Archi = GeAngelini ifota, L o Sterdco C le di /‘ncona
(“ncena, 195;;: The numbering of Gucamuts has howover a%ﬁeo been changed but

no new catalogue has been published.
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ARCHIVIO DI STATO, FLORENCE

Carte JStrezziane
First Series, B8, Letters written to lorenzo dei Medici, Duke of Urbine,
February 1517
9, Miscellaneous letters.

318, Prave nm% 1640, ©oclh5-90, "ieritture attenenti al
commercio Ancona.'

Third Series.f?, Spegli e copie di diverse scritture appartenenti per lo pid

121, Contratti, seritture e altri atti degli Stroszi.
122, Carte Strezszi-Uguccioni.

150, Miscellaneous lettors.
Fifth Series 78, 1y Lorenze Strozai, 1 .

504 W“ﬂvﬁu di _Lerense Stressi, 1507-10.

erico di lorenzo Strozzi, tenute in

8, 3 e & To
87, G m gcordanzo di loren;o di Fili trowsi, 1501-15.
&, cordanze di lLore e Fild di PMYipp
Gtreszi mio i =12,
93, ord bi di Ler g Filipvo Fili
Stromai.

sequis¥ti o Doni
68, Fiscellaneous letters

283, gﬁ Emgu e conteggi di Niccold e iiere del

Eediceo avanti il irincipate

62, 112, 121, 122, 150, lNiscellaneous lettera including letters
from Florentines to their agents in incena and vice verasa,

ARCHIVIO DELLO SPEDALE DEGLYINNOCENTI, FLORENCE
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BAKZR LIBRARY, HARVARD BUSINESS SCHOOL

Fedici

M§ 516  Journal of Giuliane e Francesco di Giuliane de'Medici & Comp®,
1493-96.

K5 518 ledger of Giovanni @i Giovence de'Medici & Cresei Donati,
1495-97.

M8 536(4) Ledger of Francesco di Giuliane de'Mediei, 1503-0k,
M5 538  Letter-book of abeve, 1503=09.

M3 539  Letter-book of above and of sen, Rafaelle, 1509-22,
S 552a  Journal of Raffaslle mbove, 1519-21.

DRZAVNI ARHIV, DUBROVRIK

Jiversa listariae
Vola, 22 (1438-39), 23 (1439-40), 54 (1469~70), 63 (1477-79), 64 (1479-1450),

€5, (1480-81), 72 (1492-93), 73 (1493-94), 78 (1498-99), £o (1500-01),
81 (1501-02), 8 (1502-03), 87 (1507-09), 88 (1509-10), 93 (1516=17), 94
(1517-19), 95 (1519-21), 99 (1526-28), 106 (1539-42), 111 (1550-51).

Diversa Cancellarise
Vola, 95 (1500=02), 136 (1551-52)4

htt_o_ro__ di Levante

Vols. W' 19' 204
Consilium “ogatorum

v‘l‘ 8

Librd do Neli o Siourta
Vol. 1 (1563-64) ,
Privata

ARCHIVIO DI 5TATO, VENICE

NS 3. "incena - Anceraggio".

NS 128, "Panni - mercantili - miscellanea"
122 Lettere commereiali 1509-12.

3 Registri commerciali 1406-1606.

™ Reglstri commereieli 1416~1585



DROAVNI ARHIV, ZADAR

Sibenaki lHotarski Arhiv and Archivio Notarile of the R.Archivio di .tate
in ‘ara have been sampled for peried 1500-1518.

ARGHIVIO DI STATC, PESARD
Archivio lotarile hes been sampled for peried 1500-1520.
ARCHIVIO DI STATO, FERRARA

Archivio liotarile has been sampled for peried 1540-1551.

ARCHIVIO DI STATO, FRATO

Archivie Detind

Vola. 844 and 1044 contsin letters from agents of ‘utini in ncoma
(1405-08)

ARCHIVIO DI STATC, PISA
The follewing collections of private popers were searched for muterial

relevant to Ancenss Dis Cams df Misericerdia, Archivie dell’Cpers di
Duemo, ende uni 8.C di risa, Archivie

Alliata, Archivie del U v Archivie Upeszinghi -
Deposito isspeni, Arebivio del Testa

ARCHIVIO DI UTATO, IERUGIA

The cellectien, Aaiende di Commercio was scarched for material relevent
to Ancona.



229
PUBLISHED SCURCES

ALBERI, Bey Helazioni Venete, 15 vols. (Florence, 1839-63)
AMARI, Moy I diplomi arabi del R.irchivio di ttate Fiorentine (Florence, 1863)

BORLANDI, FRANCO (eds), B 14 mercatantie et i _de'paesi ded

Chiarini (Turin, 1936)

Calendar of State Fapers, Venetian (ed. iawdon Prown), vels. 1=5 (1864-73)

CAMERANI FAKRL; Gey I doemg commercinll del fondo diplematico lediceo

(Rlerence, 1951)

CHAMBERLAND, M.As, 'Le commerce d'importation en Trance au rdilieu du iVIe
sidcle, d'aprds un manusorit de la Bibliothdque lintionale', tevus de
Géopraphie (1892-3)

CIAVARINI, C., Cellezions di documenti storiei antichi delle cittd o terre
marchigiane (incena, 1870)

Statuti incenitani del msre, del terzenale e della dogana, e patti
cen diverse nazioni (incona, 1896)

DANETT, To, The description of the Lew Countreys and of the 'rovinces thereof (1593)

D!."B:‘.%‘ABBI, LAZIARO, w in CsCiavarini, Collezione «..

DHUCE, J., Inventaire des Affaitadi, banquiers italiens A invers, de

1'annde 1568 (Antwerp - Faris, 1934)
DE PASI, BARTCLOMEO, fariffa de'pesi e misure (Venice, 1521)
D& ROOVER, Re, Gresham on foreign sxchange: an essay on sarly .nglish

mercah with ¢t of Sir Themas CUresham' um for

Aunderstanding of the exchange (Cambridge, lass. 1949)
DUEHAERD, Ry Btudes inversoises: documents sur le commerce intern:tional

& Anvers, 1488-15%, 3 vols (Faris, 1962-63)
and KERRENANS, C., Les relations commercisles entre (enes, la Yelgique,
ot 1'Outremont d'aprds les archives notariales génoises, 1400-40,
(Rome - Brussels, 1952) _
DORIRI, Ue, and BERTELE, Tey Il libro dei conti di Gimcemo Madoer (iome, 1956)
FISHER, Feds (eds), BC 80, Calondar of the wanuseripts of ... Lopd Sackville
of knole, Sevenoaks, Kent; vel, ii, Letters relating to lionel Crenfield's

business overaeas, 1597-1612 (1966)
FUKI, L., ‘Inventario e spoglio dei registri della Tesoreris ipestolica dells

Yorea', Le Ma:ghe, iv (1904)
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GRUNZVEIG, Aey "Les fonda du Consulat do la Mer aux archives de 1'itat de
Florence', Bulletin de 1'Institut historique belge de ‘ome, x (1930)

GUALDO, G., 'L'Archivie Vaticano e le Marche', Studis iicena (1961)

JORGA, Me, lotes et extraits pour s-rvir 3 1'histeire des croisades du
XVe sidele (Paris, 1859)

KREKIC?. Bey Dubrovnik (Raguse) et le lLevant au loyen Age (Faris, 1961)

LAMANSEY, Ve, S6crets d'Stat de Venise: documents, extraits, notices et
Gtudes 3 éclaircir les rapports de la Jeigmeurie avec les greca,

lss slaves, et la lorte ottomane & la fin du XVe et au XVIe aidcle
(Ste Fetershburg, 1864)

LANDUCCI, L., Flerentine Ulary 1450-1516, trans. 4. vYervis (1927)

LOEVINSONy %ey 'Sunti delle pergamens marchigiane nell'Archivio di tate di loma',
ABSiM, IHeBe X, 3rd ser 1' 11. (1915‘17>

LOPLZy ReSey and RAYMCED; Wey Irade fn the M rre ean .orld (1955)
LUZIATIO, Gey I pdd antichi trattati tra Venczis e le cittd Farchigimne',
Nugve .rehivie Venete, nesexxi (1906)
MAKUSCEV, V., Monumenta historica Slavorus Meridiemalium (varsav, 1074)
MALIFIZRO, Di, *Annali veneti dall'anmo 1457 al 1500', (ede F.lenge and
As ‘agrede), ASI, 1st. ser.vii (1843)
WANUZIO, A., Viaggl fatil da Vinetin, alla Tana, in Fersis, in Indis, et in

Senstantinopoli (Venice, 1543)
MARCIANI, C., Lettres de change sux foires de lanciano au XVle sidecle (raris, 1962)

MARCUCCI, R., 'Un centratte di commenda in Ancema (1322)%, ANaM, 4th sers & (1924)
NARONT, M., 'iatti dei Lomhardi e dei Cotslani cel Copune di .ncons',
Archivio Storice _ombarde, viii (1881)
MASI, C., Formularium Flerentinum irtis Notarise (Milan, 1943)
Gtatuti delle ¢ e 'estere, secc, XV-iVi (Filan, 1941)
WULLER, G.y Dogumenti sulle relazioni delle cittd tescane coll'Oriente
gristianc o cof Turchi fine all'snmo 1531 (Flerence, 1579)

WCIRED, Huy Documents in$dits pour servir 4 1'Mistoire do ls dosimation
Yénitienne en Crate de 1380 3 1485 (raris, 1892)

FAGKINI, Gay Dellsm decimm e di yarde sl vezze imposte del comune
4 Firenze, 4 vols (Lucca - Lisbon, 1765-66)




FADLSEUS, JeoMey Collection de lodls maritimes antérieures au XVIIIe sidcle,
6 vels (raris, 1828)

,\
PEGOLOGTTI, FRANCISCO BALDUCCI, lLa Eragtica della mercatura (ed. /.Zvans)

(Cambridge, Mass. 1936)

PREDELLI, Rey I Libri Commemoriali della republica di Venezia regesti,
8 vels (Verice, 1876-1914)

RICHARDS, Gey Florentine Merchants in the Age of the Mediei (Cambridge, Fass.
1932)

RCMARIN, S., Storia documentata di Venezia, 10 vols (Venice, 1912-21)

SANUTO, ey I Diarii, 42 vels (Venice, 1880-98)

SARACINI, Gy Notitie historiche della cittd d'incona (‘ome, 1675)

LCARAMEILLA, G.y "Hotizie e statuti della Dogana Fiorentina nel secele IV',
Studi Storiei, v (1896)

SPADOLINI, Zey 'I1 libre della franchigia di incona (1471)%, AMSIM, n.s. i1 (1905)
'Gli ordini della Fiera di Ancoma', Le Marche, vi (1906)

THLINER, Ae, Codex diplomaticus dominii temporalis 5.sedis (Rege, 1861-62)
THIRIET, F., Régestes des déliberations du Sénat de Venise concernant
la Hemanie, 3 vols (Faris - The Hague, 1958-61)

TUCCI, Ue (eds), Lot d'un_marchand vénitien, indrea Berenge (1553-1556)
(varis, 1957)

UZ%ANC, GIOVANNI di ANTONIO da, ira ?tica della mercatura (1442) in iagnind,
N

Uella decima CALT) vole. iv

SECONDARY AUTHORITIES

ALOCBRANDINI, N. rapadopoli, Le monete di Venezia deperitte ed illustrate,
pte i1, Da iiicold Trem a Marino Grisani 14721605 (Venice, 1907)

ALLEN, W,.E.D,, Problems of ‘urkish Fower in the Lixteemth Century (1963)

ANGILELLI, ©., L'industria della carta e la fasiglia !'iliani in Fubriane
Fabriane, 1930)

ANGELINI ROTA, G., LYirehivie Storice Comunale di Ancoma (incena, 1956)

ANTCNIBON, F., Le relaziemi a stampa di ambisciatord veneti (iadua, 1931)

APPENDINI, FoMs, lotizia istoriche-critiche sulle antichitd, storia e
letteratura de'iagusei (“egusa, 1802)

ARGINTI, PoPey W of Chioe by the Tencese and their administration
of the isdand, > veols (Cambridge, 1958)




ARIAS, Go., I trattati commerciali della republica fiorentina (Florence, 1901)

AYMARD, M., Yenise, iaguse et le commerce du blé pendant la seconde
moiti$ du iVIe sidele (Faris, 1966)

BADINGER, F., Mahomet IX, il Conquistatore, ed il suo tempo (iurdn, 1957)

B'“{“\TI‘:R’ E‘:o’ and REYNMUD' F.' Histoi” g! commerce de Mﬂroﬁillcsg vol. 11'
(Faris, 1951)

BARBAGALLO, Cey 'La erisi economico-sociale dell'Italia della Hinascenza',
Nuova Rivista Storica, xxxiv (1950), ppe389=411; xxxv (1951), 1-38.

BARBOUR, V., 'Dutch and Inglish Shipping in the Seventeenth Century',
SelR, ii (1930)
BARKAN, OsLey "Les déportations comme méthode de peuplement et de colonization

dans 1'Empire Ottoman', levue d'Istanbul (1949-50)
'Essai sur les données statistiques des registres de recensenment

dans 1'IZmpire Ottomen', JESHC, i (1957)
'La "Méditerranbe" de Fernand Braudel vue d'Istamboul’, innales, ix (1954)

BATTISTEILA, A., 'I1 dominio del Golfo', Nuovo /rehivio Veneto, nes.xxxv (1913)

BAUTIER, R.H., 'Les sources de l'histoire du commerce internntional en
H8diterrande (XIle - XWe cidcle)', IVe Colloque d'ilistoire laritime (iaris,1902)

BELARDI, Ae, '0Cddo di Biagio cronista anconitano', AMSIM, n.s.iii (1906)

BEIRGER, Ae, 'Zncyclopedic Dictionary of Roman Law', Trans.imerican
Fhilosophieal Soeiety, mese x1iii (ihiladelphia, 1953)

BEVILAC UA, G., 'Cli allargamenti di Ancona dalle origini sino a noi',
Guida di ancona (.incona, 1584)

Hotizie storiche sul porto d'Ancona (Ancona, 1509)

BUNOLIS, G., '"Sul commercio delle cittd adriatiche nell'altp Medio Lvo',

Fivista internazionale di scienze sociali, lvi (1911)
BORIiL, F., Les fo da G au XVe sidcle (Geneva, 1892)

BORSARI, 8., 'L'espansione economica fiorentina nell'Oriente cristiano sino
alla metd del Trecento', RSI, lxx (1958)

BR}:!’IANU, G., 'La question de l'approvisionnement de Constantinople & 1'époque
byzantine et ottomane®, Bymantion, v (1929)

BRAUDEL, Fe, 'De 1'or du Soudan & 1'a gent d'Amérique’, Annales, i (1946)
'Les Lsjagnols et 1'Afrique du Nord de 1492 & 1577', Zevue ifricaine,
1xix (1928)




(aﬁru' 19“9)
‘Note sull'economis del Mediterraneo nel IVII secole', 23, 11 (1953)

'la vita economica di Venesia nel secolo /AVI' in Centro di Culturs
e Civiltd dellas Fondaziome G.Cini, Lo civiltd veneuiana del

dinaecimento (Florence, 1958)
and ROMANO, He, Havires et marchandises A 1'entrde du port de
Livourne (1547-1611) (Jaris, 1951)
BRECARDy Mey Les foires de lyom aux XVe et (Vie sideles (iaris, 1914)
BRULES,y Wey "L'exportation des laye-~Bas vers 1'Italie par vole de terre
au milieu du XVIe sidele', Annales, xiv (1959)
‘Lo navig«tion flamande vers la Méditerranfe & la fin du XVie sidele’,
B, xxxwl (1958)
tles routes comuereiales d'ingleterra en ltalie au YVie sidcle',
~tudi $n onore di A, Yenfani, v (Milan, 1962)
BUTRIGARIUS, JACUDUS, 'De remumciastionibue®, S A
(Lyons, 1537-8; Venice, 1588)

BYRA“}-‘I‘ E.H.’ G LA

(Cambridge, lasse. 1930)

Cm’rMF-ﬂ!, ;t. d.'
de Uerceloma, 4 vols (adrid, 1779-52)

UARABLLLLGE, Fey La Juglia nel secole iV (Bari, 1901)
CAMRCCIUIO, Asy 'I fondi di interesse veneto nell'archivio comunale di

‘igtituto di “toris d

hncona', HSollettino del!
Stato Venesmiano, iv (1962)
Le rort Frane d'income (/aris, 1965)

CARMUNA, Mey 'Sull'economia Toscana del Cinguecento e del Jeicento',
48X, exx (1962)

CAHCCCT, Gey < n g
(idlan, 1961)

CAZRERR, C., "Le droit d'ancrage et le souvement du port de lurcelone

au wilieu du (Ve sidecle’, ‘studios de bhistoris woderna, 1ii (1953)

metd del secolo XV

CASTELLARY, Goy 'Lamoneta del Commne di incema'y Studia iicena, xi (1935)
‘Nusismetica Marebigiana', Studia /icena, i1 (1926)



CESSI, H., La repubblica di Venezia e il problema adriatico (Naples, 1953)

Storia della repubblica di Venezia, 2 vols (liilan - lessina, 1944<0)

CHABOD, Foy 'Venezia nella politica italiana ed europea del Cinquecento’,
in Contro di Cultura e Civiltd della Fondezione G. Cini, La Civiltd
veneziana del Hinascimento (Florence, 1958)

CIAFFI, Bey Il volto agricolo delle Farghe ( ‘ologna, 1953)

CIBOLLA, C,M., '"The Declihe of Italy', EcHR, 2nd ser, v (1952)

Fone rices and civilization in the Mediterranean world, fifth

to seventeenth centuries (. rinceton, 195¢)
'"Trends in Italian iconomic fMistory in the lLater Middle Ages',
EeHR, 2nd ser, ii (1949)

COLES, Puy '"The Crisis of Renaissance Society, Genoa 1488-1%7',
Fast and iresent (1957)

COLLINR, Rey and BILLIOUD, Je, Histoire du commerce de Margeille, vol. iii
(. aris, 1951)

COURNAERT, Be, 'Caractdres et mouvements des foires internationales au
moyen age et au XVIe sidcle', Studi A.8., i (Milan, 1957)
'Les ro(:ton comuerciales d'Anvers en Italie au XVle sidcle',
innales de G8ographie, xoevi (1927)

CVETKOVA, B., 'Bibliographie des ouwrages parus dans les pays slaves
sur les aspects économiques et sociaux de la domination ottomane',

JESHO, vi (1963)

DYADDARIO, A,., 'Burocrazia, economia e finanze dello itato Fiorentino
alla metd del Cinquecento®, ASI, exxi (1963)

DALLA SANTA, G., Commerci, vita privata o notizie politiche dei giorni
della lepa di Cambrai (Venice, 1917)
DYANCHISE, ., Una pianta d'incona del secolo XVI (incona, 1884)

DAVIDSOHN, Re, Storia di firenze, vol. iv (Florence, 1956)
DB Bcif_;m). Aey Llacte privé (Poris, 1948), vols ii of lanuel de Diplomatique

franceise et pontificale (Faris, 1929=43)

DEL TRIFPO, Me, ‘Assicurazioni e commercio interncnzionale a Bardellona
nel 1428-29', Ra¥, lxix-lxx (1957-8)

DELUMEAU, Jey L'alun de Rome XVe-XiXe sidcle (iaris, 1962)

'le progrés de la centralisation dans 1'Etat pontifical au XVIe
siécle', levue Historigue, ccxxvi (1961)
Vie &aono-.tggg ot sociale de Rome dans la soconde moiti$ du Ve

sidcle, 2 vols (Paris, 1957-59)




DEN HOLLANDER, A., 'The Great lungarian ilain: a “uropean frontier area',

Comparative Studies in Society and Mistory, iii (19500-1)

DE Q0CViR, R., 'la balance comzerciale entre les ‘ays-Bas et 1'Italie au

DI

XVe sidcle', RBPH, xxxvii (1959)

'Cambium ad Venetias: contribution to the history of foreign
exchange®, Studi A.S., i (Milan, 1957)

The devologment of accounting prior to lLueca Facioli according to the

account-books of medieval merchants (1956)

L'&volution de la lettre de change XIV-XVIle sidcles (raris, 1953)

'Note sulla storia della canmbiale e del contratto di cambio',

Studi in onore di G, lLuzzatto, i, (Filan, 1950)
The itise and Decline of the Mediei Bank (Cambridge, lass. 1963)
'A Florentine Firm of Cloth Manufacturers', Speculum, xvi (1941)

MAJO, Sey 'Rinascimento e declino economico dell'Italia secondo
A.Sapori e R. lLopez', E&S, xiv (1967)

‘la posizione dell'Italia nell'economia mediterranea nei secoli
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