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See Walter Ulbricht, ibid. This pamphlet is reprinted in
Walter Ulbricht Zur Geschichte der deutschen Arbeiterbewegung,
Institut fur Marxismus—Leninismus, 7th ed., Vol. I, 1961,

pp. 606-623, There are very significant differences between
this version and the original., Entire sections are missing
including the important, "Die Verbreiterung der Streikfront';
"Appel der Streikleitung zum Proteststrelk in den anderen
Betrieben gegen faschistischen Polizeiterror!'". 1In addition,
the sections, "NSDAP and NSBO als streikbrecherische Stutzen
der Papen-Diktatur" and, "Verbindung der legalen mit der
sonstigen Arbeit" are very much abbreviated. The reprint
reduced the pamphlet from nine thousand to just over six
thousand words. The ommissions have the effect of understating
the involvement of the Nazis. For other Communist accounts,
see, Inprekorr, No. 105, (15 Dec. 1932), pp. 3378-3382, (fn. 5
above); Karolski, (fn., 15 above), pp. 1381-1392; Hans Becher,
"Zum Streik der Verkehrsarbeiter in Berlin", RGI, No. 1/2,
(Jan. 1933), pp. 20-21; B. Steinemann, 'Der grosse Berliner
Verkehrsstreik", Inprekorr, No. 94, (11 Nov. 1932), pp. 3019-
3020.

Walter Ulbricht, op. cit. Cf: Hans Otto Meissner and Harry
Wilde, op. cit., (fn. 13 above), pp. 15-16; Hans Becher,
op. cit., (fn. 17 above), p. 16. ,

Walter Ulbricht, 1bid.

BHA (Koblenz), R/58 321, Ministerium des Innern, (4 Dec. 1932).
On the question of Nazi plans to bomb BVG installations, see
also, a police report on a meeting of KPD functionaries in
Berlin, BHA (Koblenz), R/58 390, (19 Nov. 1932).

See, Karolski, op. cit., (fn. 15 above), pp. 1383-1384; "Am
Vorabend der Eroberung der Mehrheit der Arbeiterklasse'", RGI,
No. 1/2, (Jan. 1933), p. 6; Hans Becher, op. cit., (fn. 17
above), p. 13; Thalmann characterized the strike as, 'the
strongest and most positive revolutionary achievement of our
party thus far", as cited in Karolski, ibid., p. 1389,

NASA (Hannover), Hann. Des. 310 I B15, Reichspropaganda Leitung,
Munchen, (3 Nov. 1932); cf: Meissner, Hans Otto Meilssner and

Harry Wilde, op. cit., (fn. 13 above), p. 13.

See, Alan Bullock, Hitler, A Study in Tyranny, Bantam Books,
New York, 1961, pp. 123-124.

See, Kuhnl, op. cit., (fn. 3 above), p. 243 ff.; Kele, op. cit.,
(fn. 4 above), pp. 156-160.
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This was the explanation which Goebbels stressed, Joseph
Goebbels, Vom Kaiserhof zur Reichskanzelei:  Eine historische
Darstellung in Tagebuchblattern vom 1. Januar 1932 bis zum

1. Mai 1933, Munich, 1940, p. 192.

Cf: Kuhnl, op. cit.,‘(fn. 3 above), p. 78, n. 35.

See, NSSA (Hannover), Hann. Des. 310 I Bl5, "Zum Berliner
Verkehrsstreik'.

This point was frequently noted by the Communists, as illustrative
of contradictions which would lead to the collapse of National
Socialism. See, for example, "Die KPD in Angriff", (lead), KI,
No. 17/18, (15 Dec. 1932), p. 1213.

Walter Ulbricht, op. cit., (fn. 15 above).

Hans Otto Melssner and Harry Wilde op. cit., (fn. 13 above),
pp. 18-19.

Walter Ulbricht, op. cit., (fn. 15 above).

See, 'Die Nationalsozialisten und die Gewerkschaften", GdS,
No. 26, (17 Dec. 1932), p. 303; see also, KJVD Rundschreiben,
"Resolutionen der KJVD Bezirk Wasserkante (28 Nov. 1932),"
BHA (Koblenz), R/58 688-2 and Walter Ulbricht, op. cit., for
references to the "panic" among some comrades to call off the
strike, '

Walter Ulbricht, op. cit.; see also, Hans Becher, op. cit.,
(fn. 17 above), p. 16; Inprekorr, No. 105, (16 Dec. 1932),
(fn. 5 above), p. 3378 and cf: Hans Otto Meissner and Harry
Wilde, op. cit., (fn. 13 above), p. 18. R

Thus in one assessment of the strike provided by the KPD Central
Committee, the party was reminded that its primary task was to
work against the danger of a war of intervention against the
Soviet Union and that this included the special mission to
"conquer the armaments factories, ports and railways--in this
respect the BVG strike is of great significance', KPD
Rundschreiben, "Schulungsmaterial, ZK der KPD", (Dec. 1932).

Berliner Lokal-Anzeiger, (19 Nov. 1929), as cited in Stefan
Possony, "The Comintern as an instrument of Soviet Strategy",
in Drachkovitch, M.M. (ed.), The Revolutionary Internationals,
1864~1943, Hoover Institute, Stanford, 1966, p. 245, n. 34.

Friedrich Christian Prinz zu Schaumburg-Lippe, Dr. Goebbels:
Ein Portrit des Propagandaministers, Wiesbadenm, 1963, p. 122, -
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See, Felix von Papen, Ein von Papen spricht, Nejmegen, 1938,
p. 164, and Hans Otto Meissner and Harry Wilde, op. cit.,
(fn. 13 above), p. 14.

'BHA (Koblenz), Nachlass Rechberg, Allgemeiner politischer

Schriftwechsel, No. 103, XXI, Karl Kindermann to Rechberg,
(7 May 1931); see also, Rechberg to M.W.F, Treub, (1931);
Adolf Victor von Koerler to Rechtberg, (19 Jan. 1931).

See, RF, (20 Nov. 1932), fér an attack on this article.

One of the most interesting of the SPD reports is of a
meeting of the EKKI Presidium which supposedly took place at
the end of January 1932. At this meeting Manuilsky was
alleged to have argued that the Comintern, in the interests
of Soviet policy, wanted the fall of the Brﬁning government
and & Hitler victory. See, Blinkfller, (SPD Hamburg Berlin),
No. 2, (March 1932) and No. 11, (Oct. 1932); see also,
"Bruderschaft zwischen Kommunisten und Nazis", SDPK, No. 8/9,
(Aug. /Sept. 1930), pp. 536-537. This claims that a secret
GPU report noted that National Socialist propaganda supported
Communist objectives in Germany; ''Die Einheitsfront",
Geestbacher Beobachter, No, 2, (19 Feb., 1932).

As cited in, AA RD, Akten betr. Sozialismus, Kommunismus,
Bolshewismus, Vol. 3, (1 Jan. 1927-1 Dec. 1933), AA Berlin,
(15 Nov. 1932).

Margarete Buber-Neumann, Von Potsdam nach Moskau: Stationen
eines Irrewegs, Stuttgart, 1957, p. 287; see also, Ruth

Fischer, Stalin and German Communism: A Study in the Origins
of the State Party, Harvard University Press, 1948, pp. 655-656;

Walter Zeutschel, Im Dienst der kommunistischen terror
Organisation, Berlin, 1931. Zeutschel makes the claim that

there was a traffic in arms between Nazi and Communist agents,
(p. 71). ‘

Jan Valtin (Richard Krebs), Out of the Night, New York, 1941.

Valtin, ibid, p. 252.
Valtin, ibid, p. 252,
Valtin, ibid, p. 253.
Valtin, ibid, pp. 253-254.

On the quéstion of the accuracy of Valtin's detalls, I checked
the year book of the ADGB and various trade union calendars for
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the SPD betrayers we will ally ourselves even with the devil",

VB, as cited in GdS, No.

44, (2 Nov. 1929); see also, below,

Appendix II, pp. 313-314.

See the anti-SPD appeal

to the KPD in the Volkischer Beobachter,

(see fn. 56 above); see also, AP, No. 63, (15 March 1931) for

a report of Nazi attempt
Reichsbanner.

s to inflame the KPD against the

Even though the Nazis sought to exploit the differences on the
left, there can be little doubt that they preserved a completely

cynical attitude to the
who take the Social Demo

Communists, "These poor Kozi simpletons
crats for Fascists, will soon discover

what a Fascist is! They will grasp that when they are standing

together with the Sozis

as reported in AP, No. 2
Auguste in der KPD", Nat

before the State Court of Justice--

" our State Court of Justice.", (speech by Frick, (9 Dec. 1930),

89, (12 Dec. 1930). Cf: "Die dummen
ional Sozialist, No. 20, (18 May 1929),

"That is really the end
Social Fascism theory).

See below, Appendix II,
See below, Appendix II,
RGO Rundschreiben, (25 J

Bezirkskomittee der RGO
BHA (Koblenz), R/58 485;

of all jokes", (comment on the KPD's

‘ See‘Appendix II below, p. 335 f£f.

p. 337.
p. 336.
une 1932), "Antifaschistische Aktion-

Orgleitung, Essen, (25 June 1932),
KPD Rundschreiben, ZK, Bl. Ruhrgebiet,

(July 1932), HSA Duss. RDP 30657(g) Pp. Essen-RP Duss.,

(14 July 1932).
HSA Duss. RDP, (30657(g)
See aboﬁe p. 193.

On the.personal animosit

, ibid.

y between Thalmann and Neumann see a

- letter from Clara Zetkin to Maria Reese, Nachlass Maria Reese,

BHA (Koblenz) 379-4, Zetkin-Reese, (4 June 1932); cf:

Blinkfler, No. 3, (1 April 1932).
considered Thilmann to be an "idiot'". Zetkin also cast doubts

on Thalmann's abilities;

" Here it is noted that Neumann

see, Zetkin, loc. cit.

See, "Das XII. Plenum des EKKI und die KPD", I, 9/10, SSept /

Oct. 1932), pp. 386-387;
(XII. Plenum des EKKI),

"Schlusswort des Genossen Thalmann"
KI, 17/18, (15 Dec. 1932), pp. 1316-

1343; Manuilski, '"Das Ende der kapitalistischen Stabilisierung",

(XII. Plenum des EKKI),

Inprekorr, No. 8, (18 Jan. 1933), p. 257;
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see also, KPD Rundschreiben, "Politischebeschlusse der

neunzehnten Bezirksparteitagung-Berlin Brandenburg", (Nov.
1932), BHA (Koblenz), R/58 390. :

See above, Chapter IV, fn. 94. Thalmann conceded that Neumann
agreed with the majority that the slogan had become "inexpedient"
and was opposed only to the decision officially to condemn it.
See, Th#lmann, "Schlusswort...", ibid., p. 1334.

Wilhelm Pieck, "Warum konnte der Faschismus in Deutschland -
siegen?", KI, No. 7, (5 April 1935), p. 544; "Thilmann made the
same error earlier, see, Thélmann, "Schlusswort...", ibid.,

p. 1332, but cf: Ernst Thilmann, "Die Lage in Deutschland und
die Aufgaben der kommunistischen Partei Deutschlands", (XI.
Plenum des EKKI), Inprekorr, No. 52, (5 June 1931)ﬂ pp. 1211-
1212 and see above, Chapter IV, fn. 22. Either Thalmann was
admitting that he was a simple cipher for Neumann at the time

of the Eleventh Plenum or his memory of the truth had failed him.

See, I, No. 9/10, (Sept./Oct. 1932), (fn. 66 above), p. 387;
Karolski, KI, No. 19, (31 Dec. 1932), (fn. 15 above), pp. 1381-
1382.

See above, p, 134.

For Neumann's role in the drafting of the programme see,
Schuddekopf, op. cit., (fn. 13 above), p. 289; se also above,
p. 180, '

See for example, Ernst Thilmann, "Die Aufgaben der KPD im Kampfe
gegen den National- und Soziaifaschismus", Inprekorr, No. 7,
(27 Jan. 1931), p. 193, "...Today the Volksrevolution slogan is
a central, comprehensive propaganda slogan, the main strategic
objective to which we direct the masses in our liberation
programme...the Volksrevolution as the strategic central slogan
carries with it the obligation to set about mobilizing the
working middle classes (werktatiggn Mittelschichten) into the
revolutionary front". See also, Ernst Thalmann, '"Die Lage in
Deutschland und die Aufgaben der Kommunistischen Partei .
Deutschlands", (XI. Plenum des EKKI) Inprekorr, No. 52,

(5 June 1931), p. 1217. :

All accounts of Neumann stress his close connections with
Stalin, and the key role which he played in the "Bolshevization"
of the KPD. See, Schuddekopf, op. cit., (fn. 13 above),

p. 484, fn. 11; Margarete Buber-Neumann, op. cit., (fn. 42
above), p. 168 f£f.; Ruth Fischer, op. cit., (fn. 42 above),

p. 446, fn. 9; Hermann Weber, Die Wandlung des deutschen
Kommunismus: Die Stalinisierung der KPD in der Weimarer
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Welngartner, ibid., pp. 91-94.

Cf: Inprekorr, No. 77, (7 Aug. 1931), (Fn. 75 above), p. 1722,
"As a result of the KPD's assumption of the leadership, the
referendum took on a new foreign and internal policy

appearance. Because the threat that, with a successful referendum
French imperialism would deny Germany credits, naturally

increased the difficulties of the German bourgeoisie. It is as
clear as daylight...that if Braun falls, Brlning will follow

him as the Amen follows a prayer." See also, Inprekorr, No. 77,
(7 Aug. 1931), ibid., p. 1778.

KPD Rundschreiben, Bl, Ruhrgebiet Agitprop., (Aug. 1931), HSA
Duss. RDP, 30657(f).

This is evident in the Rundschreiben cited above (fn. 83), where
the foreign policy considerations are mentioned after a
discussion of the revolutionary significance of the referendum
action,

See, KPD Rundschreiben, "Politischebeschlusse der neunzehnten
Bezirksparteitagung~-Berlin Brandenburg", (Nov. 1932), Section VII,
BiA (Koblenz), R/58 390; cf: Weingartner, op. cit., (Fn. 14
above), pp. 106-111,

KPD Rundschreiben, "Kursusdisposition fur den politischen
Schulungstag', (March 1932), HSA DUss. RDP, 30671; cf: Thialmann,
KI, No. 17/18, (15 Dec. 1932), (Fn. 66 above), p. 1316, On the
question of a falsified EKKI report see above, fn. 40.

Margarete Buber-Neumann, op. cit., (fn. 42 above), p. 284;
see also, W.G. Krivitsky, I was Stalin's Agent, London, 1939,
p. 22,

Maria Reese, Nachlass Maria Reese, BHA (Koblenz), 379-4,
"im Reichstag".

See, Ernst Thglmann, Katastrophe oder Sozialismﬁs?, Zentral-
komittee der KPD, Berlin, n.d. (1931), I.I.v.S.G., D433 170.

Thdlmann, ibid., p. 12.
Thalmann, ibid., p. 12.
Thalmann, ibid., p. 13.

Thalmann, KI, No. 17/18, (15 Dec. 1932), op. cit., (fn. 66
above), p. 1316.
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AA Blro des Reichsministern Akten betr. Russland, Vol. 27,
pp. 562233-562247 and Vol. 28, pp. 56420-562511. See also,
Josef Korbel, Poland between East and West: Soviet and German
Diplomacy towards Poland 1919-1933, Princeton University Press,

1963, pp. 269-270 and Stefan T. Possony, op. cit., (fn. 35
above), pp. 216-217. Both sources cite these documents.

See, ibid., Vol. 27, pp. 562233-562247, (20 Oct. 1931).

See, Thilmann, Inprekorr, No. 51 (5 June 1931), (fn. 68 above),
p. 1204 and p. 1211.

Zetkin to Maria Reese, (see fn. 65 above).

Fischer, op. cit., (fn. 42 above), p. 446. Weingartner, too,
stresses that Neumann found himself in opposition to the
Comintern line at the end of 1931 and that he tried to hold his
ground. See, Weingartner, op. cit., pp. 106-111.

For arguments in support of the "scapegoat' interpretation
offered here see, Flechtheim, op. ecit., p. 283 and Jane Degras,
The Communist International 1919-1943; Documents, Vol. III,

Oxford University Press, 1965, Vol. III, p. 213.




























































































































































