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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS

This thesis makes no pretence of studying every aspect of =

York's econony. But an attempt has been made to elucidate the
principal econouic functions of York and to establish the main
trends of its econoaic evolution in the later Kiddle Ages. The
relafive importance oftthe occﬁpétions pursued by York's citizens
at.v;riéus points of time hasg Been discussed 1n Chapter I, and
the‘fhree subsegquent cﬂapters are devoted to a detailed analyeis
of tﬁoseloccuﬁations ﬁhich secm to haﬁe been of outétanding
impoffance both to the~inhabitants of fork and to men who lived
manylmilés frcm the city. Chapter 1II examines thejfortunes,
piodﬁcts, and organisation of the cloth-making 1nduétry; Chapter
III studies the‘changes in the nature and thé value 6f the inter-
natioﬁal trade conducted by York merchents at Hull; and Chapter
IV cénsiders the regiohal trade of Yorkkand the widespread
acti#ities of York merchants in England. Chapter V 1s concerned
with trends in the size of York's population in the light of the
developnents discussed in the previous chapters. A separate
chapter has then been devoied to the recruitment of York's
population.  Chapters VII and VIII investigate the financial and
political rewards accruing to the members of various crafté and
trades and examine in particulér the factors uniting the
governing class of the city, end the thesis is concluded with &

suwimary of the main trends in the econony of York between 1300
and 1550.
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NOTE ON SOURCES

The encient fame of York has excited the attention of
numerous local historisns. No fewer than nine general
histories of York have been published excluding several
poprular historical guides for the tourist, and a large nunber
of monographs have examined the stained glsss, memorial
inscriptions, and the history of the Minster and the parish
churches. {1)  These works have been of assistance in
establishing the topograply and the political history of York,
which are rarely mentioned in this thesis but form an
essential background for the study, and in throwing some 1ight
on the machinery of government end the leadling merchants who
held eivic office. tmong the pioneer histories of York
F.Drske's Eboracum, has proved especlally valuable in all
these respects, and his use of references is in marked contrast
to the attitude of some subsequent historians of York who have
omitted all reference to source material. In the field of
topograrhy the maps constructed by R.H.Skaife and 0.Benson
have provided a valuable supplement to the work of Drake, as
has A.Raine's topographical survey of the city which appeared
when the thesié was nearing completion; while Miss Sellers

has added considerably to our knowledge of the method of

(1) For an introduction to the work of local historisns on
York see J.M.Biggins, Historians of York.
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governing York in her introduction to the York Memorandum Book.

The four manuscript volumecs of noites made by Skaife on
prozinent citizens of York between the end of thé thirteenth
and the middle of the ninetecenth centuries, and his footnotes
to the Register of the Corpus Christi Guild published by the
Surtees Society in 1871 which contaigmthe bulk of this
manuscript material relating to the fifteenth and early
sixteenth centuries, have given much information on the civie
offices held by the leading citizens and on their family
connections.

The economic history of York has, however, been much
ncglected. ‘In the middle of the last century, R.Davies in a
lecture to the Yorkshire Philosophical Society analysed the
enrolments of new freemen at York from the accession of
Edward I to the death of Edward III with the object of
discovering the ways in which the inhebitants of the city
earned their living. He observed the growth of crafts
concerned with cloth manufecture during the reign of Edward II1I,
cormented on the fact that a number of aliens had entered the
cloth—making industry at that period and drew aettention to
the nunerous occupations mentioned in the Register in which
the nemes and trades of new freemen were recorded.

The most extensive work on York's economic history was
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published some sixty years later when Miss Sellers contributed
chapters on 'The Textile Industries' and 'Social end Economic
History' to the Victoria County History for Yorkshire and
wrote introductions to the two volumes of the York Memorandum
Book published by the Surtees Society in 1912 and 1915 end a
selection from the documents of the York Mercers and Merchant
Adventurers published by that Society in 1917. These
articles ranged widely over a number of topics. The extent
and importance of York's foreign trade was illustrated from
the somewhat inadequate material at her ccmmand, and the
legislation governing the erafts of the city was examined to
throw iight on the products made by the various crafis, to
reveal the attitude of York craftsmen to both native and alien
immigrants, and even to discover how far some of the industrial
products of York were distributed over the North of England.
The cloth-making industry received very full treatment. The
growth of the industry during the reign of Edward III which
had been observed by Davies was rediscovered; the annual
payments made by the Weavers' Gild to the Exchequer for the
privileges enjoyed by Royal Charter were examined; and

Miss Sellers was able to demonstrate from the numbers of
master craftemen assenting to the regulations of various

crafts in York that quite a high proportion of York's
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population was engaged in the manufacture and distribution of
cloth et the close of the fourteenth century. Professor Heaton's
‘book on the Yorkshire woollen and worsted industries, which
appeared in 1920, further enlarged our knowledge of York's
vcioth—making industry and has modified same of lilss Sellers'
‘eonclusions. He commented on the organisation of the York
~textile crafts; ciaphasized far rmore thg decline of cloth-
makihé in York in the latc fifteenth and early sixteenth
~centuries in the face of competition from the growing industry
of the west Riding; and exploded her views on the importance
of alien immigrants to the York cloth-making industry in the
_reign of Edward III. But the work of Miss Sellers has remained
in other respects unchallenged and reprecents the most
conprechensive survey of York's economy hitherto availsble.

The debt owed by this study to Miss Sellers is considersble
and it ic a pity that she was unable to write at length on the
economic history of York. Yet 1t is important to remember
that her erticles were, of neccessity, wore in the nature of
informed rreliminary esurveys rather than detailed enquiries
into any sector of York's econony. Thus, she did not attempt
any systematlc analysls of the Register of York Freemeﬁ when
discussing the trades of the city; the fortunes of the cloth-

meking industry were not clesrly outlined; and 1t was her
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misfortune to write an introduction to the records of the
York Merchent Adventurers' Company before the value of the
particular and enrolled customs accounts, which permit
guantitative estimates of trends in the international trade of
York's merchants, was generally realised.

Morecover, the researches of Davies, Heaton, and
Miss Sellers, have not, as yet, been integrated so that our
knowledge of York's economy has renained fragmentary and
disjointed. vC.B.Knight, the author of the latest detailed
end comprehensive survey of York's history published in 1944,
"has incorporated scme of Miss Sellers' work, but he has
erected nothing on the fouhdations she laid; he has attenpted
virtually no analysis of York's economy in a total of same 200
pages devoted to 1éter medlieval York; +the cloth-making |
industry has scarcelykbeen zentioned; and a chapter on the
city's medieval commerce has been written without a single
reference to the Hull Customs Accounts. An economic history
of York is thus long overdue.

The lack of &n econonic history is all the more
astonishing in view of the abundance of printed sources
available for such a study. The Archives of York Corporation
in particular have attracted the attention of editorial

coamittees.. The great bulk of the medieval records in the
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possession of the Corporation; including sevecral hundred deeds
of property, the account rblls of the-custodlians annually
appointed to supervise the property owned by the city for the
méintenance of Ouse Bridge and Foss Bridge, and the preliminary
accouht books and final account rolls of the city chaxrberlalns,
are gtill in menuscript. But some of the more important
material in the city archives has now been published.  Thus
the names of neariy 20,000 men adanitted to the freedoa of York
from 1272 to 1559, conteined in the earliest Register of
Freemen, which is perhaps the most striking source in the
corporation archives, were published by the Surtees Society in
1897, Lists of men admitted to the frecdom of the city during
the later Middle Ages survive‘for a number of English bofoughs;
but York is unique in possessing a continuous record of the
names, and usually the occupations,oﬁ men newly enrolled as
freehen each yecar since the end of the thirteenth century, thus
affording a féirly reliable indication of the relative
importance of each trade and craft.

The information in the Register of Freemen is supplenented
by the regulations governing the varicus erafte, recorded with
other diverse memoranda relating to the activities of York's
‘governing body, in the Register lsbelled A/Y and in the House

Books owned by the Corporation. The Register A/Y, which was
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printed as the York Mecmorandum Book by the Surtees Socliety in

two volumeslin 1912 end 1915, covers in some 400 folios reinly
the century subsequent to the accession of Richard II. The
later House Books provide a much mcre detailed picture of the
activities of York's governing body snd the first 19 volumes,
wvhich relaete to the period 1475 to 1550, contain & total of
some 2,000 folios. Their sheer volume obviously precludes

any attempt to publish them in _extenso but gelections from the

19 volumes emcunting to approximately a f£ifth of the total
material, has been publiched by the Yorkshire Archaeclogical

Society in a series entitled the York Civic Recorde.

The contents of a second importaent archive collection in
York have also been published in part and the excerpts fram the
account rolls, ordinances, letterg,and deede, of the York
Merchant Adventurers edited by Mise Sellers for the Surtees
Socliety in 1917 are of consideradble value in tracing the
organisation end develorment of the Company. Extracts from
less than a third of the Account Rolls of the Company
surviving for the period 1432 to 1550 were printed by
Miss Sellers and lists of members in the fifteenfh century
recorded in the First iinute Book are still in manuscript, but
it seems likely that the bulk of thc letters and decrees of

the Coupany before the middle of the sixteenth century were
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included in her voluaze. An exhsustive survey of _the Merchant
Adventurers' Archives however proved impossible since they are
no longer readily accessible to the student as in liiss Sellers'
day.

A number of wills of York citizens have also been

published in extenso or in the form of selected excerpts.

These wills, used in conjunction with the many York wills still
in menuscript, are indispensadle in studying the wealth and
famlly connections which bound together the governing class of
the city, and are of coue value in exemining the organisation
of the cloth-making industry. The wills &are mainly drawn from
the York Probate Registry, which houses wills proved in the
Exchequer and Prerogative Courts of York after the third
quarter of the fourteenth century. Few wills of York's
citizens exist elsewhere; the wills of a small number of
citizens survive in the Library of the Dean end Chapter of

York Minster since grents of probate during a vacancy of the
gee were mede in the Court of the Dean and Chapter; a few
wills dealing with property in the city are in the Archives of
York Corporation; sand the will of Richard York, a very

eminent mayor of York, is to be found in the Prerogative Court
of Canterbury Registers at Somerset House.

The most comprehensive collection of York wills in print

4
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is contained in the eix volumes of north country wills
publiched by the Surtees Society under the general title

Testomenta Eborscensia between 1836 and 1902. These consist

lergely of extracts selected in a haphazard fashion from wills
in the York probate Registry, together with extracts from a
number of wills in the Dean end Chapter Library and Somerset
House, end are heavili laden with the wills of landed gentry
and the~c1ergy. Portions of the wills of some twenty York
mayors, of whom more than half died between 1480 and 1530,
have however been printed in these volumes with useful notes
on their family connections, and a few wills of humbler York
freemen have also found their way into the series. The wills
edited by R.B.Coocke and the Rev, P.J.Shaw on the other hand
relate exclusively to citizens of York and have been drawn
entirely from the District Probate Registry. Chaw printed
translations of the wills of persons buried in All Saints,
North Btreet, as an appendix to his volume oﬁ that church;
whilst Cooke confined his attention to men who held office as
mayor during the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries
and printed, before death cut short the enterprise, virtually
complete translationg of the wills of 24 mayors, often

accompanied by a full transcription of the will,

Much material relating to York in the Public Record Office
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and foreign archives is also in print. A York aulnage accqunt
for'the year 1394-95 published by the Yorkshire Archacological
SOciety in 1925 throws same light on the entreprencurs of the
cloth-naking industry and the types and colours of cloth
probably produced in the ecity that year; the published York

lay subsidy rcturns of 1327 and 1524 1llustrate the unequal X

i ———

distribution of wealth in the city; and the Star Chamber
Cages concerning Yorkshire during the reign of Henry VIiI,
lesued by the Yorkshire Archaeblogical Society in four voiumes
between 1909 and 1927, provide additional data on the efforts
of York's merchants to dominate the trade in Yorkshire lead
in tre early sixteenth century. Nluch miscellaneocus Informa-
tion on various aspcets of York's'économy and particularly on
the sctivities of York morchants, may be obtained from the

letters snd Papers, Foreign and Domegtic, of the Reipgn of

Henry VIII. The Calendsrs of Close Rolls and Cslendarg of
Patent Rolls and such general foreign collections of documents

as the Hanserecesse, Hanslsches Urkundenbuch, Diplomatsrium

Norvepicum, and Diplomatarium Islendicum, throw much light on

the foreign markets visited by York merchants, while the
Enrolled Customs Accounts printed by Schanz and Power and
Postan, used in conjunction with the Enrolled Accounts for

the second half of the fourteenth century and for the reign



XX

of Henry VII, are invaluable in determining the trends of
Hull's international trade,

~ The abundant printed sources avallable for the econqmic
higtory of York must be heavily supplemented from unpublished
records. The quality of cloth manufactured in Yofk when the
industry was at 1its zenith n2y be determined largely by
reference to the particular Hull customs accounts and the
Memofanda Rolls of the King's Remembrancer of the Exchequer
for the late fourteehth énd early fifteenth centuries, and the
aulnage accounts for Bristol, Coveniry and Salisbury in the
late fourteenth century efford an indirect means of estiméting
the relative importence of York as a centre of the English
Cloth-making industry. Early Chancery Proceedings concerning
citizens of York provide much miscellaneous information about
York'é foreign trade, which may be supplemented in the early
Bixteenth‘century from the High Court of Adumiralty Records,
and quantitaﬁive daté on the nature and the value of the
foreign trade condgcted by York's merchants is afforded by the
Particular Hull customs‘accounts, The #ery complete sefies
of returns of the subsidies levied on aliens in York in the

fifteenth century effords same indication of the number of  ——
a8liens in the city and to a much smaller degree gives data

on their nationality end occupation, while other unpublished
lay subsidy returns for the city are of some value in forming
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en cstimate of the uneggg}ddistribution of wealth among.the ;
industrial and\tradiggwccmmunity.

The most important single manuscript at ihe Public Record
Office relating to York is the Lay Poll Tax Returns for the
city in 1381 which records the occupations of the heads of
households in each parish. An analysis of the returns
rcveals the distr%bution of industry in the city and the
document is invaluable sinéé?it‘confirms the impression of
the relative importance of various occupations given by the
ﬁegister of Frecemen at that date and greatly strengthens our
telief in the value of that source. When this study began
the manuscript was still unpublished but it has been possible
‘through the generosity of the East Riding Antiquerien Society
to edit the document and submit the printed returns as an
~additional appendix to the thesie..

One of the chief local sources of value to the econarzic
historian is wills, since, despite the work of the Surtees
Society, the Rev. P.J.Shaw and R.B.Cooke, scarcely any wills
of men concerned with the manufacture of cloth - which throw
some light on the organisation of the industry - have been
printed, and the wills of the'majority of the members of

York's ruling class arc still in manuscript. The wills of

the textile workers and the governing class are mainly to be
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found in the York Probate Registry, but the wills of four
York mayors arc recorded in the Library of the Dean and
Chapter of the linster end the will of Andrew de Bolyngbroke,
a mayor who died in the early fourteenth century, has survived
in the Civic Archives. |

Of great value also are the rent rolls giving detaills
of the 1nccme rccelved from propefty in York by the Vicars
Choral of the liinster and by the Common Chamber of the city
for the maintenance of Ouse Bridge and Foss Bridge. The
rolls kept by the Custodians of Ouse Bridge, ﬁho were
annually appointed by the civic authorities, are extant for
only the last 120 years of our period but the Rent Rolls and
Chamberlains Account Rolls of the Vicars Choral giving
details of their tencments in York are exceptionally complete
and some 50 rolls survive at fairly regular intervals from
the early fourteenth century to the middle of the sixteenth
century. Jointly the rolls shed much light on changes in
the size of York's population during the later Middle Ages.

At Hull valuable information on the forelgn trade of
the port in the late fifteenth and the early sixteenth
cenfury is provided by the first Account Book in the
Archives of Trinity House. This records the payments made

to support the Hull mariners' charitable organisation of the
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Trinity Gild on behalf of ships using the port from 1461 to
the middle of the sixtcenth century, often accompanied by a
statement of the foreign ports or countries with which the
ships were treding. It is clear that not &ll the ships
visiting Hull, more escpecielly vessels engeaged in coastal
trade and ships not manned or owned by Hull men, were
recorded, but the volume affords a valuable indication of
the foreign countries with which Hull wes trading at that
period, thus supplementing the evidence of the Eéftiﬁﬁiar
Hull Custome Accounts in which tre origin or destinstion of

ships using the port is not stated.
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INTRODUCTION.

Much:has been written in recent years about thé recession
in the economy of North Western Europe dﬁring the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries. Certain aspects of the recession
have been closely investigated, but there have as yet been few
detailcdlinvestigations of urban trends in that period. 1In
particular, the fortunes of English towns, unlike the fortunes
of some of their larger rivals on the Continent, have received
little attention. It has been computed that the population
of the North German cities declined by at least 20 per cent;‘
careful studies‘of‘Bordeaﬁx, Rouen, Arras, and 6thér't6wns,’

' notably Toulouse and Metz, have revealed signs of & similar
éontraction° and the decline of Ypres, Ghent, and other‘
Flemish textile centres 1is well known.(l) But it is, as yet,
uncertain whether there was a comparable decrease in the
population of English towns. Cunningham drew attention to

the remission of taxation granted to certain boroughs during
the frifteenth century and argued that they were in temporary on

permanent decline.(z) More recently Professor Russell, in a

(1) M.M.Postan, '"The Trade of Medieval Europe: the North',
C.E.H.E, 1II, 215; P.Wolff, Comerces et Marchandsg de
Toulouse; J.Schneider, Recherches sur la vie &conomique
de Metz au XVe giécle: Jle livre de comptes des merciers
messing Jean le Clerc et Jacguemin de Moyeuvre.

(2) W.Cunningham, The Growth of English Industry and Commerce
during the Early and Middle Ageg. pps 493-56.
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brief surve& of the population of English towns during the
Middle Ages, has tentatively concluded that in 1545 the
percentage of persons living in settlements of more than 400
people was smaller than in 1577.(1) But further general
studies have not been attempted since detailed investigations
of trends in individual towns, with the exception of Lincoln,(z)
are nolt available. Hence it is the aim of this thesis to
attempt such an investigation of York, based on an analysis
of the sources of the town's prosperity and relating changes
in the principal occupations of its citizens to its overall
expansion and decline. ”

York was throughout the two and a half centuries covered
by this study one of the leading English citles. In 1377,
when it is possible to determine the population of most
English towns, York ranked as the second city of England, and
nore than a century later her national importarce was
recognised by a shrewd Italien visitor to this country who
declared that Bristol and York were the only cities of note
outside London.(s) |

—
(1) J.C.Russell, British Medieval Population, pp. 283, 305-306.

(2) J.W,F.H111, Medieval Lincoln; see also Tudor and Stuart
Lincoln, by the same author.

(3) Italian Relation of Enpland: A Relation or rather a True
Account of the Island of Englend, ed. C.A.Sneyd, p.41.
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York's importance was derived largely from her
geographical position. Situéted on the river Quse some 30
miles inland, in the heart of a rich agricultural plain
flanked on the West by the Pennines and on the East by the

“*fyolds and North Yorkshire Moors, York constituted.a natural

centre for the social, politiesl, economic, and religious
activities of Northern England. The network of ﬁavigable
rivers draining into the Ouse afforded éasy access to the
valleys of the Pennines; the main route from the South East

of England to the Scottish Bofder via Carlisle or Newcastle~-on-
Tyne, passed through the city; the Trent, which joined the
Humber a mere dozen miles from the mouth of the Ouse, provided
a convenlent mode of trénsport to the Midlands; and the Ouse
iteelf, which was tidal as far as York, was the gateway to the
fishing grounds of the North Sea and to the valusble markets of
the Baltic, the Low Countries and yet more disfant parts.

As a religious centre,'o#ershadowed only by Canterbury,
York had long been important, The Northern Province of York
and the dlocese, which embraced Yorkshire}and Nottinghamshire
end extended into Cumberland, Westmorland, and the extreme‘
north‘of LancaSﬁire, were adﬁihistered from the city,iand the
major part 6f fhe dioéesan business, particularly in the |

fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries when the archbishop
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P
was cénstantly absent from the diocese, was conducted by his
deputies who were often members‘of the Cathedral Chapter and

' _regident in York. To the Minster, the mother church-of the-
diocese, clergy and laity ceme in procession at Whitsuntide
and other important festivals, and the possession of shrines
and relics and the grant of indulgences for the rebuilding

and enlargement of the cathedral fabric, made it the constant
resort of pilgrims.(l)

Leter medieval York was also important as an administra-
tive centre for the government of Northern England. In times
of rebellion, dynastic strife, and warfare with Scotland, York
assumed great strategié value in the eyes of the reigning
monarch, and was frequently visited by nobles, royal servants,
and soldiers, bent oh urgent business, and sometimes by the
King himself, as for example by Edward I, II, and III?during
their Scottish campaigns, and by Edward IV after his vietory
at Towton in 1461, whilst in peace as often as in war the
administrative and Judicial bodies responsible fdr maintain-
ing law and order in a wide area of Northern England met
regularly in the city. The sheriffs of Yorkshire used

York castle as their headquarters, where minor civil cages

were tried at the county court and'the King's prisoners were

(1) Based mainly on A.H.Thompson, The Engiish Clergy and
thelr Organisation in the Later Middle Ages.




1v

detained; ‘the Justices of Assize for the northern counties
regularly met in.York to exercise their wide powers of civil
jurisdictien’over Yofkshire and often; empoﬁered‘by ‘
cehmission of.gaolrdelivefy. to try fhe‘prisoners ih iork
eastle; and the Justices of the Peace for fhe Easﬁ Riding
found it convenient ih”thebseeeﬁd heif of the fourteenth and
proﬁably also in the fifteenfh éhd eixteenih‘eentﬁries to
hold sdme of theif sessions 1n’York;' The Council of the‘
North, designed fo ensﬁre justiee aend good governmeﬁt in =11
counties norih of the Trent, eiso cameAin Tudor'times to be‘
centred in York, eand whén:thevﬁowefe and‘geographical scope'
of the COuncil_were.e#tendedbin 1537 after the Pilgrimage}of
Grace, the Lord President of.the Coﬁncil feoknup perﬁanent
resldence in York, and one of the four annual sessionehof
the Council fpr the administration of Justice in the nerthern
counties wes held in the city. (1) | |

York was elso an important centre for the social life
of the gentry of Nprthern England, and the iuxorious food=- |
stuffs, skilled services, anﬁ the wide iariety of manﬁfactured

—

(1) See for example, J.Raine, Historic Towns: Iork} articles
on 'Justices of Assize' by M. M.Taylor and 'The Sheriff' by
W.A.Morris in Vols. II and III of The English Gove e

Work, 1327-1336, ed. W.A.Morris, J.R.Strayer, J.F.Willard,
and W.H, Dunham, Junior; Yorkshire Sessions of the Peace,
1361-1364, ed. B.H.Putnam; and R.Reid, The King's Council
in the North., - . -




goods readily availsble in York must have led many north
countrymen to visit the city for p1eagure‘5na encouraged thenm
to prolong their business visits to the city. Country
gentlemén frequently made bequests to their favourite church
in York or requested burlal.in the Dominicen and Franciscan
Friaries thefe, and a number owned property in the city,
whilst some country families were related to the leading
citizens by'marriage.(l)

The provision of goods and services to supply the needs
of men resident in York or attracted to the city_for any of
the sbove reasons would alone have made York an important
economic centre. But York had a number of other 1mportant
economic functions. Part of her economlc importance lay in
her use as a market town, where men from a wide area of
Northern England sdld thelr goods to other visiting north
cohntrymen or York merchants fof redistribution to customers
throughout the region. | York was also the foremost industrial
town in the North of Englerd and a distributive centre both
for godds imported from the Continent and for the prihcipal
exports of Yorkshire. Cloth, bells, bows, spgré. and ‘
girdles manufactured by'York men ehjoyed a wide market; lead

(;) ' See for example L.M.Goldthorp, 'The Franciscans and
Dorzinicans in York', Y.A.J., XXXII, 281-89, 379-85;
gkaife; M.B. I and II; and T.E. I-VI.
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ﬁincd in swaledale, Wensleydale, and Craven, and wool from
the Yorkshire Dales, the North York Moors, and even ffom the
Wolds to the south east of Yorki, passed through the city on
their way for export from Hull; and wine, copper, spices,
and dyestuffs imported at Hull were among the many goods
distributed by York merchants to customers in Durhem and the
West and North Ridings. .

» York was, however, economically of much more than
regional importance. York merchants were regularly trading
with Londoh; the principal industry of the city was producing

cloth for sale in countries as distant as Iceland, Prussia,

and Gascony; the skinners, bowyers, dyers, smiths, armourers,

and cutlers of»York were 1in varying dggrees dependent on
imported raw matgrials;- and the governing class of York was
to a large extent recruitéd_from men who engaged in inter-
national trade. Thus York.constitutes a useful field of
study for the general econcmic‘historian, not wholly moved by
local 1oya;ties.

This thesls makes no pretence of studying every agspect
of York's economy. 'But an attempt has been made to elucidate
the principai economic functions of York and to establish the
main trgnds of its econouic évolution 1n‘the later Middle |

Ages, The relative importance of the occupations pursued by

.
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York's citizens at various points of time has been discussed
in Chapter I, and the three subsequent chapters are devoted to
a detailed analysis of those occupations which were bofh 6f”“
more than local importance and of major importance to the
inhabitants of civil York. Chapter II examines the fortunes,
products, and organiéation of the cloth-making industry;
Chapter III studies the changes in the nature and the value of
the international trade conducted by York merchants at Hull;
and Chapter IV considers the regional trade of York and the
widespread activities of York merchants in England. Chapter V
is concerned with trends in the size of York's bopulation in
the 1light of the developments discussed in the previous .
chapters. A separate chapter has then been devoted to the
recruitment of York's population. Chapters VII and VIII
investigate the financiel and political rewards accruing to the
members of various crafts and trades and exsmine in particular
the factors uniting the governing class of -the city, and the
thesis 1is cdncluded with a summary of the main trends in the
¢conomy of York between 1300 and 1550, One day I hope to
write a more comprehensive study of York; but at present I
will be content 1f I have betrayed neither the hopes of my
gupervisor, Professor Carus-Wilson, whose critical guldance
has been invaluable, nor the faith of my parents whose

finaneial sacrifice has made this study possible.



CHAPTER I

THE OCCUPATIONS OF YORK'S FREEMEN

l. Occupational Survexs of the Inhabltants

The number of speclalised occupétions pursued in York was
lesé than in London or other leading European cities. Thus
. there were for example less than 60 organised crafts in York.
in the early fifteenth century,(l) in comparison with more
" than 100 occupations possessing some form of craft organisation
at that date in London.®)  But 1a the North of England York
wasg, par excellence, the speclalised centre éf industry and
commerce. In Beverley, the third largest town in England
north of the Wash, only;ss crafts were mentioned at the end of
the fourteenth century as supporting the pageants performed on
Corpus Christi Day,(s) while the occupations of. bowyers and
fletchers, which at York had separate craft crganisations,
were in the early fifteenth century grouped into one craft

(4)

because of the small numbers working in each occupation. '

(1) R.Davies, Extracts from the Municipal Records .f the Cit

of York in the reigns of Edward IV, Edward V, and
- Richard TIT. pp- 238-35. _ :

(2) a.Unwin, The Gilds and Ccm anies of London, pp.88, 570-71-

(5)‘Bever13 Town Documents, ed. A.F.Leach, DPDe lix. 33.

(4) A- F, LeaCh %t .
Beverile .’p7§§prt on_the Manuscripts of the Corporstion of




The contrast bétween the specizlised occupations of York and
the West Riding, as might have been expected, was stili greater.,
In the whole of the West Riding the tax collectors who

egsessed the 1nﬁab1tants for the Lay Poll Tax of 1379 according
to their occupations and social statua,(l) recorded only 70 of
the 120 specialised occupations noted dby the collectors o: the
Lay Poll Tax in York two years 1ater, (%) and in none of the
more important West Riding towng; such as Ponxefract,‘rickhili,
and Doncaster, were there more than 30 specislised occupations
recorded. -

. The totalvnumbers working in each specialised occupation
in York cannot be determined.  The govermment of York‘never '
held a census of the»inhébitants; persons who did not become
citizens seldom appear in the civic records except when _
accused of some delinguency; and the extant taxation returns
for York, with the exception of the 1:5"77 end 1381 Poll Tax
Returns, refer only to the wealthier inhabitants of the city.
The 1377 Poll Tax Returns do not record the occupations of
persons rated for tax(s) and the returns for 1381 do not

provide a comprehensive occupational survey of York if only

(1) Y.A. J. V, VI, VII.
(2) see Appendix F. |
(3) Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/13.



because a number of inhabitants, of whoa the majority were
gervants, evaded'taxation.(l)

Yet 1t is possible to make a reasonably accurate estimate
from at least two sources of the relative numbers of those
wealthier men in each occupation who became freemen and were
exployers of labour. The Reglster of Freemen which provides
a continmuous record of the names, and usually the occupations,
of persons newly adnitted to the freedom of York each year by
the city chamberlains since‘the eﬁd of the thirteenth century,
affords data for one such estimate. (27 A hanaful of clergy
and gentry living outside the boundaries of York were
enrolled as freemen of the city, but 1t is clear that the
large majority of freemen were, in fact, residents of York,
for the marginal notes opposite the names of some of the
freemen in the Register chow that York was not normally
prepered to grant citizenship to men from other towns unless
they would first agree to take up residence in the city.
Robert de Sandall, smith, John Rychard, butcher, and

John de Lounde, tailor, who became freemen in 1364 and 1366,
had their citizenship cancelled because they left York;(s)
Hugo de Stokton and Nicholas Blackburn at the end of the

(1) see the introduction to Appendix F.

(2) In the decade 1301-1311 some 50 per cent of freemen
were enrolled without any indication of their occupation,
-but in all other decades the proportion was much lower
and for the period 1301-1551 as a whole less than 10 per
cent of freemen were thus enrolled.

(3) Register of Freemen, I, 58, 62, 63.




fourteenth century were pardoned for non-residence sgd ref 
admitted to the freedom of York after payment of a fine, on
the understanding that they came to dwell in the city by a

(1) '

certain date; and when Thdmas Bower, a merchant‘of 3radford,

and Thomas Burlay of Coventry were admitted to the franchise in
the middle of the fifteenth century 1t was made a condition of
their admittance that they took up residence in York.(z) 4

Some inhabltants of York never became freemen. The
names of other inhabitants who were enfranchised have probably
been lost because of carelessness in compiling the Register of
Freemen, for 1t seems likely that the names of new freemen”
were initially recorded by the city chamberlains in their
rough accounts and only entered on the Reglster after a delay
which may sometimes have amounted to several years.(s) Yet it
is probable that the Register records the majority of‘men in

each occupation who, as master craftesmen and traders, were

Jointly responsible with the civic suthorities for regulating

(1) Register of Freemen, I; 99, 103. -
(2) Ivia, 1, 168, 171.

(3) Ibia, I, xi-xii. It is impossible to determine the
number of freemen ocuitted from the Register by careless
transcription in any year, since no chamberlains' rough
account books of an earlier date than the middle of the:
fifteenth century have survived, and the few books
surviving between then and the end of our period do not
contain the names of freemen enrolling per patres.



referred to in such regulations in terms which seem to imply
that they alone were entlitled to employ apprentices and
servants and to sell their goods or services in their own
shops instead of in the open market-plaée.(l) ‘Registration
&8 a freeman Wasrcompulsory for any man who wished to work as
a master in York,(z) unless he lived in York Castle, a
monastery, St. Leonard's Hospital, or the Liberty of St.Peter
near the Minster, outside the Jjurisdiction of the mayor and
'aldermen, end an analysis‘of the names of master éraftémen and
traders assenting to the regulations of more than two dozen
occupations in the late fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries
suggests that in many occupations some 80 per cent of the master

traders and craftsmen can be traced on the Register of Freeme‘n.(s)

_ ——
(1) M.B., I and II, passim.

(2) Register of Freemen, I,xiv; York Civic Records,II,3; III1,107_

(3) The names of the masters analysed were drawn fram the cutlerg
iM_g..B_-I,lsi’:), ‘girdlers (M.B.I, 184), lorimers and spurriers
M,B.I,101, 104), pinners (M.B.I, 87), marshslls {.B. II1,176),
armourers (York Civic Records III,177), cordwainersiB.I, 72-3)
curriers (M.B.I, 65), glovers (M.B. I, 49-50), tanners 2
(M.B.I, 81-2), saddlers (M.B.I,83, 92), bowyers (M.B.I,52,200)
chandlers (M.B.I, 55), cardmakers \M.B.I, 78), potters =
éﬁi-_B_;_ I, 150), carpenters (M.B. II, 277-78), glaziers
M.B.II, 208), joiners (M.B.I, 148), plasterers (M.B.I,115),
cooks (M.B., II, 161), weavers (M.B.I, 238-39), tapiters
(M.B.I, 84; II, 196), fullers gm.B.I,vo), dyers (M.B.I, 112),
and tailors (M.B. I, 94-6). -



. The steadily changing impression of York's occupations
throughout two and e half centuries obtained from the annual
enrolments of freemen recorded by the city chamberlains may dbe
supplemented by'the statlic picture for the later fourteénth
century derived from the returns for the city made by the
collectors of the Poll Tax in 1381l. The returns mst be used
with caution since as we have seen, a number of inhabltants
evaded taxation;~and in addition the names and occupations of
some 30 per cent of the persons rated for tax are illegible,
the occupations of wdmen are not given except in the case of.
‘single women living on their own, and some 200_householders in
the returns are descridbed vaguely as Ylabourers'. But if it
i1s ascumed that the proportion of taxpayers whose names are
illegible was approximately the same in each occupation,(l)
that the members of one occupation were not markedly more
successful than the members of other occupations in eveding
taxation, and that the labourers were engaged in a large

number of crafts and trades, then the returns afford a rough
kY

(1) The proportion of taxpayers whose names are illegible ma .
have been slightly higher in trades which were concentrated —__
;1n a2 particular area of York than in trades which were
/dispersed throughout the city. See Appendix E, pp. 8-10.
It is unlikely, however, that there were marked differences
between occupations in this respect, as would have been
probable if the members of each occupation had been grouped
together and listed consecutively in the returns. '



indication of the relative nurber of men in civil York above
the status of apprentices or servants who were working in each
occupation.; Moreover it is evident from the analysis of an
érbitrary sample of 300 men, omitting gservants and labourers,
whose occupations‘were stated in the Poll_Tax Returns that more
than three qnaftersvof these men were in fact freemen. - Hence,
a very large majority of York's master craftemen and traders
tare recorded in both the major sources available for a survey
" of York's‘occupations. whilst the value of the civic Register
vof Freemeh ag an occupational census 1s confirmed by the
returns of the royal tax collectors shortly before the end of
the fourteenth century. ' |

Same indication of the felative number of master craftsmen
and traders in various occupatiohs in York may also be
obtained by comparing the number of masters present when
legislation governing the occupations was approved. Professor
Heaton and Miss Sellers indeed used this method as a means of
estimating the relative importance of the textile industry in
York, The method has, howeﬁer, considerable limitations.
It provides no indication of the number of masters in occupa=-
tions which were hot organised or whose regulationé have not
Survived° the number of masters approving the regulations of

such notable York crafts and trades as the skinners, pewterers,



goldsmiths, capmakers, shearmen, fletchers, coopers, butchers,
bakers, and fishmongers, 1s not stated; and even when the
| nameg of the masters in an occupation are given it is not always
certain that the list includes all the masters in that ocCupation.
It has thus proved impossible to make a general survey of the
number of master craftsmen and traders in various branches of
York's industry and trade solely by examining the regulations of
occupations which indlcate the number of masters present when
the regulations were approved, and the information obtained in
this way has, instead, been used only incidentally io supplement
the more detalled plcture derived from the Register of Freemen
and the 1381 Poll Tax Returns, |
The proportion of York's population who became freemen

cannot be determined for the greater part of our period. But
some estimate may be obtained for the late fourteenth century by
&n analysis of the York returns for the 1377 Poll Tax, which was
to be levied from every lay person in the city over the age of
14 years. The returns group the peréons rated for tax in
femlly unite on the same principle as in 1381, save that a man's
dependents - wife, children, relatives, and servants - are left
nemeless and simply enumerated on the same line of the manuscript
88 the head of the family himself, The returns of three

rarishes - St. Sampson, St. Saviour, and St. Martin in Coney



gtreet - survive in full containing the names of nearly one .
seventh of York's inhabitants who paid the Poll Tax. In each
of thece parishes the male heads of familles, of whom some 90
per cent were married, comprised between a quarter and a third
of the total inhabitants over the age of 14, whilst in the
parishes as & whole they represented 29 per cent of the recorded
inhabitants. There is no reason to suppose that the parishes
of st. Sampson, St. Saviour, and St. Martin in Coney Street were
in this regpect untypical of the rest of York. The complete
returns for St. Egidius end St. Olave in Bootham in 1377,
which are partially 1llegidble, and the extant portions of the
returns for Holy Cross in Fossegate and St. Helen in Stonegate
that year reveal that 201 of the 606 persons in these returns
whose status may be determined were male heads of families;
nor does an exsmination of the later 1381 Poll Tax Returns, if
we assume that the servants who evaded taxation have been
equally omitted from each parish, suggest that other parishes
contained a markedly different proportion of male heads of
families.

The male heads of families in 1377 on the basis of the
Poll Tax Returns for the three parishes of St. Sampson,
st. Saviour, and St. Martin in Coney Street, thus may have

numbe red some 2,100 persons, constituting 29 per cent of the
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total population of York over the age of 14. Not all these -
) men, however, had been enfranchised, and an analysis of the
. 263 male heads of families recorded in the parishes of St.Sampson_
st. Saviour; and St. Martin in Coney étreet, exclusive of men
- with trade surnemes which were seldom used on the Register of
Freemen then, reveals that in 25 per cent of éases there is no
record that the male heads of families were freemen. Hence,
if the proportion-of male heads who had been enfranchised was
‘the same in the dther‘parishes of York as in the three pariéhes
analysed, there would be nearly 1,600 freemen alive in 1577,
 representing 20 per cent of the lay inhebitants of York over
the age of 14. |

The picture of York's 6ccupations derived from the 1381
Poll Tax Returns and the Reglster of Freemen 1s in one way
deceptively simple, since it is impossible to determine how far
freemen pursued only the occupation in which they are recorded
in these sources. Yet the simultaneous pursuit of more than
one cccupation was perhaps not widespread. Thus it is
épparent from the fierce and rigid exclusiveness displayed in
the regulations of the industrial crafts that it would have been
difficult for a maﬁ td work simultaneously in more than one of

these crafts;(l) The merchants of the city handling

(1) M.B., I and II, passim.
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miscellaneous merchandise, too, were closely‘organised'by the
early fifteenth century and determined to exclude outsiders.(1)~»
An analysis of the surviving Hull Customs Accounts suggests that
in the fifteenth century, in contrast to the second half of the
fourteenth century, foreign trade was, es in Bristol (2)
virtually the moncpoly of specilalised merchants rather than men
who were in some cases also industriel craftsmen;(s) and very
nearly all the men who became members of the Merchant Adventurerg®
Company of York, Which had established a monopoly both of
miscellancous wholesale and retail trade in York later in the
fifteenth-century, were described on the Register of Freemen as
merchants.(4) The picture of York's occupations obtained.from

an analysis of the Reglster of Freemen and the 1381 Poll Tax
Returns should thus_not be substantially misleading and a survey

of these sources provides a gulde to the number of men employing

labour in a Medieval English city almost without parallel at

L 2

this date. , T
—
(1) York Mercers, p.xiii.
(2) E.M.Carus-Vilson, Medieval Merchant Venturers, pp.84-5,
(5) For the names of York men importing and exporting goods—~-m~nk
at Hull see Appendix C. ™

(4) York Mercers, pp.91-2. A list of members in 1472 and 1529
is given on pp. 66-8, 130: The names of members at various
other dates from 1420 onwards have been obtained from the
First Minute Book of the Company.
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2. Changes in the fortunes of various occupations.

In the early fourteenth century the crafts working
leather and fur probably conprised the largest manufgétﬁring
industry in York. The importance of this industry was
undoubtedly exaggerated by R.Davies in the middle of the last
century when he concluded, as a result of a rapid survey of
the Register of Freemen, that there were virtually no other
manufacturgs carried on in York during the reigns of Edward I
and Edward II;(l) but the predominance of this industry is
cleerly revealed as a result of the more precise enalysis of
the Regicster of Frecmen mede in Table I of Appendix A which
suggeste that one in every five freemen in York between 1311
end 1341 whose occupation may be determined was entering a
craft working leather or fur. The cordwainers with 93 new
entrente compriced 37 per cent of the 252 freemen entering
the industry, the skinners and tewers, with 51 entrants a N
further 21 per cent, and the 60 tanners and 4 curriers 26 per
cent of new entrants to the industry. The other leather
crafts were much emaller. The sahdlers and glovers with
32 members recorded on the Register of Freémen between 13511

and 1341 jointly comprised 13 per cent of the new freemen in

(1) R.Davies, 'On the Statistice of York, in the Thirteenth
and Fourteenth Centuries', Proceedings of the Yorkehire
Philosophical Society, March, 1847, pp. 4-5.
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the industry, and the minor leather working crafts were
represented on the Register by 3 parchment-makers, 3 ‘schethers
making sheaths and scabbards, 3 bottle-makers, 2 purse-makérs,
and a maler who probably produced leather bags.

The metal industries recruited 13 per cent of the freemen
entering various occupations in York between 1311 and 1341.
The largest craft - that of the cutlers - who were perhaps
making swords to meet the demand casused by hostilities with
Scotlend, recruited a quarter of the 164 new freemen in these
industries; a further 19 per cent of the metal workers enrolling
as freemen became girdlers; and the armourers and the smiths
regpectively recruited 13 per cent and 11 per cent of the
freemen entering the industries. Ten of the 167 metal workers
were degcribed as marshalls, and 9 as lorimers and spurriers,
whilst 3 wiredfawérs, 2 hail-makers, and a locksmith were
recordéd. " No persons described as pin-maker .appear on the
Register of Freemen at that date but the 6 freemen given the
description gguiler and nedeler may, in fact, have been making
pins. In addition 10 ironmongers concerned with the
distribution of iron and metal gcods were recorded.

Among the crafts wholely working non-ferrous metal we may
particularly note the presence of 11 goldsmiths, who probably

met not only the needs of the wealthier York freemen snd the

\
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resident ecclesiastical population but also supplied their

wares to monasteries, parish churches, and the houses of
country gentlemen over a wide area of Northern England.  Four '
frgemen working latten were recorded, and it seems likely

that some of the 13 freemen described as potters were, like
freemen so deécribed at a later date, making brass pots and

/ @

bells rather than gapthenware vessels. - No freemen in the
early fourteenth century were described specifically as bell
founders, bell makers or even as founders, but 1t seems
probable that York was, throughout the Later Middle Ages, the
principal bell-foundry in England north of the Humber, whose
activities afe immortalised in the bell founders' window in
the Nave of York Minster, presented by Richard Tunnoc, a
former bailiff of York who dled in 1330. (%) |

The manufacture of cloth in York in the early fourﬁeenth

century, as Davies suggested, seems to have been of 1ittle

————

(1) H.B.walters, 'Bell-Founders', V.C.H. Yorkshire, II, 449-5Q
A number of freemen in the fifteenth century were =
deseribed specifically as 'earth potters' (Register of
Freemen, I, 139, 156, 177, 178, 187). In Appendix A
'Eﬁffé?ﬁjhave been listed throughout under *Miscellaneous
Occupations'. o

(2) Idem, church Bells of England, pp. 202-204. A panel
of the window, reproduced in colour, forms the
frontispiece of this volume,
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| importance.(l) only 3 chaloners, 3 fullers, 8 shearmen,
12 weavers and 12 dyers were recorded on the Register of
Freemen between 1311 and 1341 and their combined numbers
‘represented a mere s'per cent of the freemen entering various
occupations in the city during that period.  Men who
speciallsed in the wholesale and retail distribution of cloth,
as might have been expected, were also relatively unimportant X
and only 10 drapers and 2 cloth-sellers were enrolled.

Nearly a dozen miscellaneous manufacturing crafts,
which cannot be grouped conveniently into any industry,
complete the picture of industrial York at the beginning of
the fourteenth century, accounting for 3 per cent of the men
recorded on the Register of Freemen with a definite occupation
between 1511 and 1341. The most important of these crafts
was that of the bowyers, who attracted 9 new freemen dbetween
1311 ahd 1341. Six freemen were described as cocpers and
five as chandlers, and in addition four horners, two cart-
Wrights, a roper, thfee bollers, who probably made bowls, a
turner,‘a shipwright, and a fletcher, were'recorded.

he other 60 per‘ceht of the popﬁlatioh whose occupations

————

(1) R.pavies, op. cit. pp. 16-17. He gives only the total
enrolments for the periods 1272-1327 and 13271377
however, and omits any reference to shearmen in the
earlier period since he equates men described on the
Reglster of Freemen as toundours with barbers.
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were .recorded on the Register of Freemen between 1311 and

1341 were concerned in the food trades, in the building
industry, in verious forms of tailoring, in the transport o goods,
in general wholesale and retall trade, and in the provision of 'a
variety of personal services. No less than a quarter of the
new freemen of this period entered the food trades, perhaps
because of the large nuibers of soldiers, civil servants, and
nobles temporarily residing in York for the campaigns against
Scbtland. The trades providing the basic foodstuffs

attraéted the largest number, and 73 butchers, 60 bakers, and

55 fishermen and fishmongers, were recorded in addition to

11 poulterers and 4 millers. A ggfther 44 enrolled as
taverners, 35 &s cooks and 7 as ssucemakers, whilst one

freeman, perhaps famous for his soups and cooked vegetables,

was described as a potager. Only one new freemén was

described as a brewer and two as maltsters, but it seens

likely that the Register of Freemen underestimates the

relative number of persons brewing ale since a number of
wealthy citizens who speclalised in some other occupation
probably brewed ale on their own premises with the help of their

wives and servants, as at the end of the fourteenth century.(l)

——

(l).geg for example the wills of Helen de Gigburne and
ROBePt Holme, 'Some Early Civiec Wills of York', ed.
- B.Cooke, A.A.S.R. XXVIII, part ii, 836-37, 842-43.
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Men who speciaslised 1n general wholesale and retall
trade comprised 12 per cent of new freemen whose occupation
can be determined between 1311 and 1541. Only 52 freemen
were described specificélly es merchants end 18 as chapmen
compared with 8l as mercers, but it seems probable that the
terms chapman, mercer and merchant were synonymous in York as
in the later fourteenth century,(l) and that all these freemen
were in fect general dealers.  In addition we may note among
the more specialiscd dealers who traded mainly in a particular
commodity, exclusive of dealers such as lrommongers, drapers,
and fishmongers previously mentionéd, the presence cf five
horse-dealers and a man described specifically as a wool=
merchant.

A further 7 per cent of new fféemen speclalised 1in making
up clothlng and in its retail distribution. Seventy tailors,
10 hosigrs and 8 hatmekers were enrolled, whilst a parmentepr,
who may have concentrated on the manufecture of eccleslastical
vestments rather than suits for citizens, and a chapeller,
who probably made hats and caps, were also recorded.

Men concerned in the transport of goods canprised 5 per
cent of the freemen whose occupation was stated on the

Regiéter of Freemen between 1311 and 1341. More than 50

(1) Appendix F, p. 9n.
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~were described as nariners and there were slso 7 porters,
a carter, and a pukdragher, who was probably engaged in the
cartage of refuse or manure. o

The building trades in the early fourteenth century, as |
Davies noted,(1) were of 1ittle importance, and only 36 new
frecmen were recorded in these trades, representing a mere 3
per cent of the frecmen entering all occupations in York
between 1311 and 1341l.  Nearly half of them were carpenters,
and in addition 4 plasterers and tilers, 7 masons, 5 plumbers,
and 3 glaziers were enrolled. The nuzerical strength of the -~
building trades as a whole is however probably underestimated.
It seems probable that few of the migratory workers
temporarily attracted to the city for speclal building
projects on, for example, the Minster or the parish churches,
enrolled as freemen, and craftsmen more permanently employed
by the Dean and Chapter on the Minster, outside the jurisdictioxl_
of the masyor snd aldermen, would have been under no obligation
to enrol.

A few freemen specialised in providing various peréonal
services not mentioned above. Primitive medical services
were provided by nine barbers snd a freeman decerlibed as

medicus; and en illuminator, a stationer, end four painters

(1) R.Davies, op. cit. De7.
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were also recorded.

During the next century the number of new freenen
entering various occupations in York lncreased as did the
variety of occupations attributed to them, suggesting a
general expansion of the city's economy. Thus it is
apparent fros Appendix A that the nurber of new freemen
whose occupations may be detcrmuined between 1411 and 1441 was
slightly more than twice the number recorded between 1311 and
1341, whilst 139 specialised occupations were recorded
compared wiﬁh 102 1in the early fourteenth century.

The most striking change can be observed in the cloth-
making industry. As Davies and liies Sellers showed the
nuriber of freemen entering crafts concerned with cloth
nenufacture steadily increased during the fourteenth century.(l)
The number of freemen enrolling as weavers, fullers, shearmen,
dyers, and tapiters 1ncréased more than eightfold, from 38
between 1311 and 1341 to 308 between 1411 and 1441,
whilst the proportion of freemen entering these crafts rose
from 3 to 12 per cent of all freemen whose occupations

were recorded. The 1ncrease in the number of weavers was

(1) R.Davies, op. cit, pp. 14-17. M.8ellers, 'Social and
Economic History', V.C.H. Yorkchire, III, 438-41.

The expansion of the cloth-making industry is considered
in more detail in the next chapter. '
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particularly striking and the craft had bcecome one of the
largest cfafts\or trades in York, rivalling the tailors and
cordwainers in nnmbefs;~ 75 weavers were recorded in the
extant Poll Tax Returns in 1381 compared with 73 teilors and
44 cordwainers. end 112 weavers became freemen between 1411
end 1441 whilst the tallors and cordwaincrs recruited 186
and 111 new membcrs respgctiveiy. The rapid expansion of
the clothmaking industry, not unnaturally, was accompanied
bj a marked increase in the number of drapers. It is clear
thaﬁ drapers by the end of the fourteenth century were
performing a vital function in the manufacture of cloth by
acting as intermediaries between the cloth producer and the
nerchant ﬁho exported York's cloth ﬁo foreign markets,(l)
and the numbér of drapers who enrolled as freemen had
increased fourfold since the early fourteenth century, from |
10 frecemen between 1311 and 1341 to 40 fréemen between 1411
and 1441. B o '

Severel crafts of very minor importance early in the
'fourfeenth century had alsé developed considerably. = Most

noticeable is the expansion bf the bow-making industry.

(1) see p.89.



TABLE I

NUMBER_OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING IN THE
BOW-MAKING INDUSTRY 1311-1551

: N TOTAL IN._ —
pEcADE'Y)  BOWYER FLETCHER (BOWSSTRING  mopar, EACH
' . HALF CENTURYe-
r ) ‘ T
Y 1311 - 1321 3 - - 3
1321 - 1331 3 1 - 4 18(2)
1331 - 1341 3 - - 3
1341 - 1351 8 - - 8
1351 - 1361 6 3 - 9 S
1361 - 1371 - 17 4 1 22 -
1371 - 1381 11 7 3 21 90
1381 - 1391 11 9 - 20
1391 - 1401 14 2 2 18
1401 - 1411 12 5 1 18 S
1411 - 1421 14 6 - 20
1421 - 1431 9 8 1 18 85
1431 - 1441 13 2 2 17
1441 - 1451 8 4 - 12
1451 - 1461 5 2 - 7 S
1461 - 1471 4 3 1 8 :
1471 - 1431 5 6 1 12 39
1481 - 1491 5 - 2 7
1491 - 1501 3 2 - 5
1501 - 1511 4 - - 4 S
1511 - 1521 5 3 - 8
1521 - 1531 - 2 - 2 26
1531 - 1541 4 2 - 6
1541 - 1551 3 3 - 6 )
TOTAL 170 74 14 258 268

y TN

(1) In this and the other Tables of the Chapter the decades
commence in the month in ¥hich the city chamberlains
(who enrolled new freemen) were—appointed.- not on the
1st January. See the Introduction to Appendix E.

(2) Covers only the years 1311-1351. The data for the

. decade 1301-1311 has been cmitted from this and the
following Tables because the occupations of sacme 50 per
cent of freemen are not indicated.
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,‘The strategic position of the cify gave a natural impetus

to the manufacture of the longbow, whose military value had
been finally demonstrated after the battles of Dupﬁlin Moor
end Halidon Hill in 1352 and 1333 and Crecy in 1546,(1) and
bows~manufactufed 1neYork with bowstaves 1npofted from the
Baltic were fanmous throughout the North of England by the
early fifteenth century. In the decades 1311-1541 only

9 bowyers end a fletcher were recorded on the Register of

" Freemen; yet soon after the middle of the fourteenth century
as meny frecmen were entering the crafts in one decade alone.
‘"The rapid expansion of the industry was reflected in the
bowyers' complalint to the King in 1364 that a number‘of
insufficiently skilled workmen had begun to make bows of
poor quality in the city,(z) and in 1381 at least 18 bowyers
&nd fletchers were reccrded by the Poll Tax collectors.
Shortly before the end of fhe century 22 bowyers were present
when regulations governing the craft were dfewn up,(a) and
in the early fifteenth century, between 1411 and 1441, no
fewer than 36 bowyers and 16 fletchefs became freemen,

representing a fivefold increase in the number of new entrants

——

(1) C.oman, A History of the Art of War 0 in the Middle
Ages, 11, 57-103.

() C.P.R. 1361-64, pp. 543~-44,
(6) E'{.B" I. 52.
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to the two crafts 1n the course of a century. The
expansion of the industry was also reflected in the fact that
the manufacture of bowstrings became a specialised occupation.
The first étringer.was recorded on the Regls ter of Freemen

in 1564, and 5 more members of the occupation were enrolled

as freemen before the end of the century._

The cardmakers, who mede the implements used in carding
wool beforec it was upun, were also flourishing by the early
fifteenth century, as a result of the expansion of the =
textile industry in York and the West Riding. No cardmskers
were recorded on the Register of Freemen before 1350, but
4 members of the occupation were noted in the extant 1331
Poil Tax Returns, aﬁd 13 cardmakers became freemen between
1411 ard 1441.
| An equally marked improvement had occurred in the
fortunes of the shipwrights and seven shipwrights were
enrolled as freemen"bétween 1411 and 1441 as campared with
only one between 1311 ‘snd 1341, The craft was always
relatively small comnafed with the majority of York crafts,
and it is unlikely that ships of much nore than 50 tons
were ever bullt at York'(l) even 1f menbers of the craft -
when performing their annual play in the city cycle on ..

(1) see below, pp. 95-97.
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lcorpus Christi Day did instruct their fellow citizens 1n ”
the technical details of constructing Noah's Ark.(l) But it
seems clear that the craft ranked in the fifteenth century
as one of the leading groups of shipwrights in Ehgland of
which we have knowledge.(g)

The making of’rope also seems to have been more
important in the early fifteenth century than 1t was a
hundred years'earlier. The craft of rope-makers was one of
the smallest York crafts yet a steady i1f unspectacular
expansion in the number of rope-makers had occurred eince
the middle of the fourtéenth céntuﬁy and 8 new frgemen were
described as rope-makers between 1411 and 1441 compared with
the single rope-maker recorded on the Register of Freemen
from 1311 to 1341.

Nevertheless; despite the expansion of these varlous
industries, more particularly that of cloth-making, the
leather end fur industry remained the largest industry in
York, embracing some 17 per cent of men above the status of

servant in the extant 1381 Poll Tax Returns and 14 per cent

(1) The Plays Performed by the Crafts or Mysteries of York
on the day of Corpus Chricti, ed.L.Toulmin Smith.pp.40-44.

(2) M.A.S. Hickmore, "The Shipbuilding Industry antre Esst end South,
Coaste of England in the Fifteenth Century" (London M.A.
Thesis, 1937), Chapter II, passim.
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of the freemen whése occuration may be determined in the
period 1411-1441. But its expansion had been at a much
slower rate than that of the city as a whole and it no longer
occupied the dominant posiﬁion it had held in the early
fourteenth century, when one in every five freemen entered
the industry and the number of freemen becoming leather and
fur workers wae equal to the number who entered all other
ihdustrial erafts in York.

Within the leather and fur industry a number of minor
changes may be discerned. Thus the curriers in 1411-1441
recruited 5 per cent of the freemen entering the industry
as compared with only 2 per cent in 1311-1341 and the
increased specislisation within this section of the industry
was temporarily reflected in the sppearance on the Register
of Freemen of 2 persons described as fresers, men who
carrled out the process of fresyng normally performed by
the curriers.(l) The glovers also increased in importance;
the nunber of new freemen entering the craft increased
from 13 in 1311-1341 to 35 in the correéponding period of
the fifteenth century whilst they accounted for 10 per

cent of freemen described as leather or fur workers

(1) M.B. I, 65. A definition of the process is given in
the glossary of that volume.
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at this lster date compared with only 5 per cent from
1311-1341. The cordwainers were by contrast less important
by the early fifteenth cenfury although they'remainsd easily
the largest single group working leather or fur, and an
analysic of the Register of Freemen and the extant 1381 Poll
Tax Returns suggests that they represented barely 30 per cent
of masters in the industry in 1381 or 1411-1441, as compared
with 37 per cent in 1311-1341. '

The metsl industries as a whole were also relatively less
important in the early fifteenth century than they were a
century eesrlier. Thé number of men in these industries
becoming freemen hed increased from 164 betweén iéil and 1341
to 263 between 1411 and 1441, but new entrants in the latter
period represented only 10 per cent of the freemen reéfuited
to all occupations compared with lalper cent between 1311 and
1341, The most striking change in these industries was the
decline in the importance of the armourers and of the cutlers
and bladesmiths, whose numbers had probably been artificially
‘inflated in the early years of the fourteenth century as a
result of the importance of York as the headquarters for
English campaigns against Scotland. Thus the armourers
recruited 13 per cent of freemen entering the metal-working

crafis in 1311-1341, but only 6 per cent in 1411-1441, whilst
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a nere 3 per cent of the men whose occupations may be
determined in the Poll Tex Returns of 1331 were described as
amourers. The cutlers had been even more praminent from
1311 to 1541, representing 26 per ccnt of the metal workers
then recorded on the Register of Frecemen; bdDut it is apparent
from the Table overleaf that the nurber of freemen entering
the craft: sctually dcclined after the midd1¢ of the
fourteenth century although the economy of York as a whole
waskexpanding, and the e#idence of both the Poli Tax Returns
and the Freemen's Register in the early fifteenth century
suggests that the cutlers and bladesmiths canbined then
constituted only some 1l per cent of the 1ndustry. The
deciine of the cutlers and bladeemiths moreover was not
offsct by a marked risec in the number of emiths who might
perhaps have performed some of the functions of these crafts,
for the proportion of freemen enrolling as smiths was only
one per cent higher -~ 12 per cent - in 1411-1441 than in the
same decades of the fourteenth century. The gifdlers. too,
were reclatively less inmportant than formerly. A sur#ey of
the esccompanying Table suggests that the craft failed to
€xpend when the majority of crafts and trades in the city
were growling in nunbers, and only 12 per ccnt of the new

freemen recorded in the metal industries between 1411 and
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TABLE II.

NEW __ FREEMEN

ENROLLING __AS

CUTLWRS AND BLADESHMITHS 1511-1551.
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TOTAL IN
'DECADE CUTLER BLADESMITH TOTAL EACH
HALF CENTURY
1311 - 1321 13 - 13
1321 - 1331 12 - 12 s5(1)
1331 - 1341 18 - 18
1341 - 1351 15 - 15
1351 - 1361 8 - 8
1361 - 1371 11 2 13
1371 - 1381 9 3 12 41
1381 - 1391 2 - 2
1391 - 1401 3 3 6
1401 - 1411 2 2 4 o
1411 - 1421 10 4 14
1421 - 1431 6 3 9 37
1431 - 1441 5 1 6
1441 - 1451 3 1 4
. T —
1451 - 1461 3 1 4
1461 - 1471 4 5 9
1471 - 1481 3 2 5 24
1481 - 1491 2 2 4
1491 - 1501 1 1 2
1501 - 1511 1 o 3 o
1511 - 1521 - - - '
1521 - 1531 2 4 6 16
1531 - 1541 1 2 3
1541 - 1551 3 1 4
TOTAL . 137 39 176 176 o
TN~

(1) Covers only the years 1311-1351.



TABLE III

NUMBER OF NEW FREEKMEN ENROLLING AS GIRDLERS

1311-1551.
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TOTAL IN EACH D

DECADE NUMBER HALF CENTURY
1711 - 1321 15
1321 - 1331 o 25(1)
1331 - 1541 7
1341 - 1351 14
1351 - 1361 17
1361 - 1371 18
1371 - 1381 8 52
1381 - 1391 )
1391 - 1341 7
1401 - 1411 3
1411 = 1421 16
1421 - 1431 8 46
1431 = 1441 8
1441 - 1451 11
1451 - 1461 7 o
1461 - 1471 7
1471 - 1481 ) 28
1481 - 1491 1
1491 - 1501 4
1501 - 1511 4 , o
1511 - 1521 2
1521 - 1531 3 17
11531 - 1541 4
1541 - 1551 4

TOTAL 188 188 g

(1) Covers only the years 1311-1351.
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1441 werec described as girdlers compared with 19 per cent of
the freemen entering the industry between 1311 and 1341, The
number of speclalised dealers in iron and metal goods, too, had
declined, and only 2 iromaongers were enrolled as freemen
compared with 10 between 1311 and 1241. |
The goldsmiths, by contrast, were now even more important
then in the ecsrly fourteenth century, perhaps because of the
increasing prosgerity of the city. They represented 16 per
cent of the freemen enrolling in the metal-working industries
between 1411 and 144l campared with 7 per cent of those
enrolling in 1311-1341 and 11 per cent of men in the metzl
industries in the 1381 Poll Tax Returns. The pewterers too

. were flourishing. The first pewterer rccorded on the Reglster

of Freemen was enfranchised in 1349 and although no members of
the craft can be detected in the extant 1381 Poll Tax Returns,
16 pewtcrcrs, repreccenting 6 per ccnt of all metal workers,
were recorded on the Reglster of Freemen in the period
1411-1441, - The menufecture of bells in York may also have
increased in importance. Only one freeman enrolling between
1411 and 1441 was described specifically as a bell founder,

but 16 potters amd 15 founders were enrolled compared with
only 15 potters between 1311 and‘1541.

Anong the non-manufacturing trades the food trades had
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declined relatively in importance. A century earlier the
food trades were recruiting a quarter'of the new freemen in
all occupations in York, yet in the early fifteenth century
between 1411'and 1441, only 14 per cent of new freemen were
enrolled in these trades. The most striking change within
the food trades was the growing importance of the millers,_
for it seens likely that an increasing number of nillers were
grinding corn within the city boundaries, either in windmills
on the fringes of the city outside the walls or in mills
worked by horses within the heart of York.(l)‘ Only 4 freemen
were described as millers between 1311 and 1341, but a century
later, between 1411 and 1441, no less than 22 mlllers were
enrolled. |

The relative importance,of the bakers had also increased
and they constituted 24 per cent of freemeﬁ enrolling in the
‘food trades in the decades 1411-1441 compared with 19 per:
cent of those enrolling 1ﬁ 131)~1341 and 21 per cent of men
in the food trades in the 1381 Poll Tax Returns. The
increased importance of the trade was, ,perhaps, also

indicated by the appearance of 2 persons on the Register of

(1) For evidence of maills worked by horses sce A.Raine,
Medieval York:; a topographical survey based on original
sources, p.l194; York Civic Records, II, 116, Two mills
leased by the Viecars Choral in Goodramgate in 1479 were

probably of this type, D. & C. Library, Vicars Choral,
Chamberlains' Roll, 1479.
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Freemen between 1411 end 1441 described as gblet or ublet
makers, who specialisea in making a type of wafer cake often
distributed to communicants at Mass.

The textile trades concerned with the making up and retail
distribution of clothing were probably no more important than in
the early fourteenth century. The number of tallors becoming
freemen had only doubled, whilst 16 freemen were recorded as
hosiers, capmakers, hatmekers, embroiderers, and vestmentmakers,
compared with 20 between 1311 and 1341, although the occupa-
tions of embrolderer and vestmentmaker do not sppear on the
Reglster of Freemen before the middle of the fourteenth century.

freemen engaged in the transport of goods were also
relatively aboutvas numerous'as in the early fourteenth
century. The number of freemen enrolling as mariners had only
increased from 52 between 1311 and 1341 to 60 between 1411 and
1441, whilst the total number of freemen had doubled. A
number of new specialised trades, however, hed begun to be
recorded. Thus sledmen, who hauled heavy goods, such as
stone for building the Minster, on wooden sledges from the
river bank to various destinations in the city,(l) appear as
alspecialised occupation on the Register for the first time
after 1400, and 13 sledmen were enfranchised between 1411

(1) L.Salzman, Building in Englend down to 1540, p.351.
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‘and 1441. The occupatioﬁs of waterleeder, gandleder, and
carrier, too, had begun to be recorded since the early years
of'the fourteenth century, and in the decedes 1411-1441
sixteen freemen enrolled in these trades.

The importance of the bullding trades among actual
York residents was conslderably greatér than at the beginning
of the previous century. 8ix times as many freemen entered
the building trades between 1411 and 1441 as in the
corresponding decades of the fourteenth century and the number
.of freemen entering the industry represented O per cent of
freemen whose occupations may be determined, compared with a
mere 3 per cent of freemen between 1311 and 1341. The number
of glaziers and plumbers recorded on the Register of Freemen
was three times as great as in the period 1311-1341, whilst
35 mesons were enrolled as freemen between 1411 and 1441
compared with 7 masons during the earlier period. The trades
which were concerned with the erection snd repair of the
predominantly tiled snd timbered houses expanded still more
.. rapidly with the general growth of York's economy and their
numbers increased both relatively and absolutely. The number
of plasterers snd tilers increased eleven fold and the 43
freemen enrolled in these trades between 1411 and 1441

represented 17 per cent of all freemen then entering building
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traﬁes.' ' The number of‘freemen described as carpenters was
only five times greater in 1411-1441 than in the corresponding
" decades of the fourteenuh century, but a number of freemen
were described as Sawyers and jolners - Wood working trades
which were not mentioned on the Reglster of Freemen between
1311 and 1341. The £§£ai nurber of freemen in wood working =
trades had thus 1ﬁcreased more than sevenfold so that they
canprised 51 per cent of freemen entering the building
industry in the early fifteenth centur&'compared with 4? per
cent of freemen in the early fourteenth century.

The number of persons who specialised in general whole-
gale and retail trade was alse rclatively greater than in the
early fourteenth century, and the 403ifreemen described ae
chepmen, mercers, and merchents, between 1411 and 1441
represented 15 per cent of freemen recorded in all occupations,
compared with 12 per cent of freemen from 1311 to 1341. In '
‘addition, among the nore specialised dealers, seventeen
ﬁoolmen were recorded compared with ohly one, whilst two
freemen were enrolled as‘corn-merchants,‘ah occupation not
previously noted on the Register.

Among other miscellaneous oceupatione we may particularly
note en apparent increase of medieal services. In contrast to

the period 1311-1341 when the only freemen specialising in
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the provision of medical éérvices were 9 barbers and a man
described as nedicugs, more than 50 freemcn described as
medicﬁs,‘barbers,»physicians, leaches, and surgeons were
recorded between 1411-1441, whilst 4 treaclers specialised
in producing medlicinal compounds and another freeman who
combined this trade with dentistry, was described as treacler
et tuthdragher.

Prdvision for the cultural life of York secems also to bave
increaged. Two bookbinders and 3 scriveners were recordgd in
York in 1381, and 10 bookbinders, illuminators end scriveners
were enfranchised between 1411 and 1441, whereas a stationer end
an illuminator were the only members of the occupations recorded
on the Register‘of Freemen from 1311 to 1341. The number of
painters and stainers had also lncreascd. Four freemen enrolled
in these occupations between 1311 and 1341 whilst 16 freemen
tccamé painters and stainers in the same decades a century later,

| In the early sixteenth century the number of persons
becaming freemen of York was considerably lower than at the
beginning of the fifteenth century.and 1,548 persons were
enfranchised in vérious occupations between 1511 and 1541
compared with 2,641 persons between 1411 and 1441. The
industries of York, however, declined at a siightly greater

rate than the nonfindustfial trades and they recruited 40 per
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cent of the freemen whose occupation may be determined instead
éf 42 per cent of‘these freemen as in the early fifteenth
century. v

The most significant change amongst‘the industrial crafts
wag the decline of cloth production in the city.(l) The total
number of freemen engaged 1g the manufacture of cloth from
1511-1541 still represented nearly 9 per cent of the freemen
eﬁfélling'in‘all occupations compared with 12 pervcent of
freémen‘between 1411 and 1441. More than half these freemen
1h the ear1y sixteenth century were, however, ﬁot concerned
in‘the;méﬁufacture of the wbollen broadeloth which had been
the t&pical product of the York industry at its peak. The
tapifers,‘the largest craft, who were noted for the
prodﬁction of worsted cloths, alone rgcruited 67 of the 143
new freemen entering crafts concerned with fhe mamfacture
of cloth between 1511 and‘15ll, and the linen weavers with
21 new members in this period accounted for a further 15 per
cent of freemen entering the cloth producing crafts. Men
weaving, fulling, and shearing woollen cloth were, by
contrast, relatively unimportant. Only 22 freemen were

described as weavers or woollen weavers compared with 112

(1) A more detailed analysis of the decline is given in the
following chapter.



between 1411 and 1441, and the fullers and shearmen combined
hsd a mere 16 representatives compared with 85.

The number of freemen described as drapers also
declined sharply after the first qgarter of the fifteenth
century as the production of cloth in York began to decrease
and by the early sixteenth century the fortunes of the
drapers were'at a low ebb. The mayor and aldermen of York
in 1505 decided that every tailor and hosier who sold cloth
retail should contribute to the drapers' pageant becsause it
was gaid that there were only 3 drapers left in the city,(l)
‘and only 6 drapers were recorded on the Reglister of Freenen
between 1511 and 1541, caapared with 40 between 1411 and 1441.
It is moreover clear that in 1552, when the drapers and
tallors were finally united in one craft,(z) the drapers hed
long ceased to fulfil a vital functioﬁ in the manufacture of
cloth &g the link between the cloth producer snd the inter-
national merchant, (3) but were instead concerned largely
with the retail of cloth.

The leather and fur industry remained the largest

37

(1) York Civic Reéordg; I1I1, 14.
(2) Ibid. Vv, 57.

(3) see p. 89.
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industry in York. But one of the most important crafts in
the industry - that of'the skinners - was now a shadow of 1its
former self. Only 12 skinners were recorded as freemen
| cdmpared with 74 skinners between 1411 and 1441 and the
members of the craft represented 5 pef cent of 8ll frecmen
.entering the industry instead of 20 per cent as 1n the early
fifteenth century;A ‘The decline of the eraft in York as in
London and other English towns may be traced back to the
middle of‘the fifteenth century when garments lined with
squifrél‘begaﬁ tq decrease 1# popularity perhaps partly as

the result of a change of fashion which seems to have spread
‘from the Cburt of the Dukes of Burgundy, end of the increasing
‘difficulty in obtaining furs from Russia.(l) The dramatic
chgnge.in the fortunes of the skinners at York is shown
quite cleafly by the Table overleaf, which surmarises the
number of skinners enrolling every decade as freemen of the °
city. In no decade between 1321 and 1451 had less than
15 skinners been recorded on the Register of Freemen, and

during the first half of the fifteenth century 115 members

of the craft were enfranchised, yet in only one decade between

(1) E.M.Veale, "The London Fur Trade in the Later Middle
Ages, with particular reference to the Skinners!

Company" (London Ph.D.Thesis, 1953), pp. 388-434 passim.
See also pp. 50-56.



TABLE IV.

" NUMBER OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING AS SKINNE

1511~1351.
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TOTAL IN EACH

DECADE NUMBER HALF GENTURY
1311 - 1321 7
1321 - 1331 18 64(1)
1331 - 1341 22
1441 - 1351 17
1351 - 1361 15
1361 - 1371 28
1371 - 1381 19 117
1381 - 1391 28
1391 - 1401 o7
1401 - 1411 18
1411 - 1421 29 -
1421 - 1431 25 114
1431 - 1441 20
1441 =~ 1451 22
1451 - 1461 7
1461 - 1471 1
1471 - 1481 4 25
1481 - 1491 10
1491 - 1501 3 __
1501 - 1511 3
1511 - 1521 7
1521 - 1531 3 18
1531 - 1541 .. 3 \
1541 - 1551, 2
TOTAL 338 333

(1) Covers only the years 1311-1351.
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1451 and 1551 were there as many as 10 skinpers recorded,
and in the second half of the fifteenth century a mere 25
skinners enrolled as freemen. The declining prosperity of
the craft was finally recognised in 1517 by the mayor and
aldermen of York when it was decided that the vestment makers
should contribute to the costs of producing the skinners'
pageant, since the skinners were 'of 11ttill gubstence' and
unable themselves to support the pageant.(l)

‘ The glovers, by contrast, 1ncreased considerably in
impoftance and in the early sixteenth century ranked as the
third lergest leather working craft, exceeded only by the
cordwainers and tanners. The total number of leather
workers enfranchised between 1511 and 1541 was nearly 30 per
cent less than in the per;qd 1411-1441, yet 35 glovers
enrdlled as freemen in both'éf these perlods and the craff
constituted 16‘per cent of all leather workers compared
with only 12 per cent of leather workers in the early
fifteenth éentury.,‘4Ip§®p?rchment-makers were also slightly
more importent than formerly. Thirteen freemen were recorded
as{parchment-mékers between 1511 and 1541 compared with 7
freemen betweén 1411 and 1441 and the members of the craft

represented 6 per cent of all freemen entering the leather -

(1) York Civic Records, III, 61.
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Erafts instead of 2 per cent as at the beginning of the
fifteenth century. -

The metal industries st111 comprised 10 per cent of all
freemen entering various éccupations in York, although the
number of new freemen recorded in the metal working crafts
had declined from 263 between 1411 and 1441 to 160 between
1511 and 1541. Within the industries the girdlers had
declined still further in relative 1mportan¢e; it is
apparent from the Table on page 29 that the number of freemen
entering the craft had fallen steadily since the middle of
the fifteenth century and only 5 per cent of new freemen
recorded in the metal industries between 1511 and 1541
were girdlers, yet the craft had ranked a century earlier as
the third largest metal craft, embracing 12 per cent of all
metal workers enfranchised from 1411 to 1441. The number
of cutlers and bladesmiths becoming freemen of‘York alsd
continued to decline both absoiutely and relatively, perhaps
because of increasing competition from the cutlers of the
West Riding near Rotherham and Sheffield which were noted
centres for the manufacture of cutlery by the middle of the
(1)

sixteenth century. The craft, which had been as important

(1) The Itinerary of Jobn Leland, ed. L.Toulmin Smith, IV, 14.
See also R.E.Leader, History of the Campany of Cutlers in
Hallamshire in the County of York, I, 6-8; and

A Descriptive Catalogue of Sheffield Manorial Records
€d. TQ Wo Ha]l-i. II’ Vi-iXQ ’
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as the girdlers' craft in the early fifteerth century,
ranked as one or the minor metal working crafts embracing
only 6 per cent of freemen entering the industries between
loll and 1541. and the Table on page 28 reveals that only
16 cutlers and bladesmlths became freemen from 1501 to 1551
’comﬁared-with 57 freemen during the first half of the
fifteenth century. | .

The armourers and locksmiths, by contrast, had improved
their relative‘position, The armourers reprcsented 9 per
: cent of new freemen recorded in the metal industries between
1511 and 1041 1nstead of 6 per cent between 1411 and 1441,
Whilst the number of freemen in the industries described as
locksmiths had increased from 2 to 9_per cent. :

‘Ah equaliy striking 1mprcvement had occurred in the
fortunes of the pewterers. The ndﬁber of pewterers becoming
freemendhad risen steadlly since‘the early fifteenth century
. eand they constifuted the secohd largest metal craft with
14 per cent of all frecmen recorded in the metal industries
between 1511 and 1541, although they had represented only
6 per cent of metal workers beiween 1411 and 1441. The
Table overleaf, which records the nnmber of pewterers
being enfranchised in each decade, suggests that the cra:t
declined slightly during the early sixteenth century,'but'af
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TABLE V.

NUMBER OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING AS PEWTERERS

43

1311-1551
- TOTAL IN EACH
DECADE NULBER HATF CENTURY

1311 - 1321 -

1321 - 1331 - 2(1)

1331 - 1341 -

1341 - 1351 2 .

1351 = 1361 -

1361 - 1371 -

1371 - 1381 1 5

1381 - 1391 1

1391 = 1401 3 .

1401 - 1411 1

1411 - 1421 4 .

1421 - 1431 6 26

1431 - 1441 6

1441 - 1451 9 _

1451 - 1461 4

1461 - 1471 8

1471 - 1481 10 47

1481 - 1491 11

1491 - 1501 14 —

1501 - 1511 4

1511 - 1521 6

1521 - 1531 8 36

1531 - 1541 11

1541 -~ 1551 9 _
TOTAL 116 116

(1) Covers only the years 1311-1351.
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the beginning of the century when the number of pewterers
in.York was probadbly at its meximum, the craft seems to have
had a nationsal reputaiion second only tb that,of London,
since legislation passed in 1504 to ensure that only high
quallity pewier was produced throughout the counﬁry wés drawn
uﬁ at the request of éhe pewterers and braziersvof“London,
York ‘and other places 1n‘the Realn', nonevbf ﬁhich,were
gspecified Ey name.(l) | ; | |

. Scmelof the nmore importanf miscellaneoﬁé ménufacturing
crafts were now in deceay. The manufacture of wool cards

in the city declined as the fortunes of the textile industry
waﬁed and only 5 cardmakers became freemen petweén’1501 and
1551.‘whilst 22 mcmbers_of.the crart‘had enrolled on the
Register of Frecmenyin the first half of the fifteenth
century; The bow-making‘crafts also declined bbth o
relatively and absolutely. In its later stages the décline
may partly be attributed to the gradual éupérceééion'of the
longbow by fire-arms as a miiitary weapon.(g) But it ié~

(1) C.welch, History of the Worshipful Company of Pewterers
- of the City of London, I, 94-~7; Statutes of the Realm,
9 Hen, VII’ c 6. ‘

(2) C.Oman, A History of the Art of War in the Sixteenth
Century, pp. 285-6. The longbow was still a fairly
comuon military weapon in England even after the
middle of the sixteenth century. = Ibild. pp. 380-84.



evident that the York industry was declining by the middle

of the fifteenth century before fire-arms were in widespread
use in English armies. In 1441-1451, for the first time in
any decade since 1360, less than 17 dowyers, fletchers and
bowstring;makers were enrolled as freemen, and 1h 1451-1461
only 7Awere enrolled. During the next 20 years the number
of bowyers and fletchers increased slightly.‘but in 1481-1491
the number enrollipg fell again to the ievel of 1451-1461 and
fheréaftervthe ihdustry never recovered, The last person
specialising as a bowstring-maker was‘recorded on the
Régisier of Ffeemen in.1489 ahd in the fifst half of the
sixteenth century only 26 bowyers and fletchefs wvere enrolled
es conpared with 85 in the first half of the fifteenth
centﬁry end 39 between 1451 and 1501.

- Other miscellaﬁeous manufacturing crafts, however,
remained felatively prosperous. The number of freemen
enrolling as ropers'in 1511-~1541 was one fewer than in
1411-1441, the number of shipwrights was unchanged, and 21
chandlers and cartwrights were enrolled as compared with 15.
In addition, the occupation of slabasterer had made its
appearance. on the Register of Freemen since the early
fifteeﬁth century. Only one freeman was thus described

between 1511 and 1541 but in the second half of the fifteenth
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century, when Nottingham was flourishing as the lesding
English centre for the production of plous images and figures
made of alabaster, seven alabaster wofkers hed become freemen
of York.(l) »

The food trades in the early sixteenth century were still
exéeedingly important. The number of freemen entering the
food trades had declined from 402 between 1411 and 1441 to
332 between 1511 and 1541, but the relative importance of
these trades had increased and 19 per cent of freemen were
recorded in the food trades as compared with 14 per cent a
century earlier. It seems likely from the number of new
freemen recorded as butchers, bakers, and cooks that these
trades were slightly less important than in the early
fifteenth century, whilst the occupations of poulterer and
séucemaker then current had ceased to be recorded on the
Regleter of Freemen. The fishermen and fishmongers, however,
were probably more pfosperoﬁs than before and 91 freemen were
described as fishermen and fishmongers compared with 82
ffeemen given this description befween‘1411 and 1441. The
millers, vintners, victuallers,‘1nn-kéepers; and brewers,

were equally flourishing; the number of freemen described as

——

(1) w.H.st.John Hope, 'On the Early Working of Alabaster in
_England', Archaeological Journal, LXI, 221-40.
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. NUMBER OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING AS MILLERS

AND CORN-MERCIHANTS

1311-1551

CORN-MERCHANT

MILLER
DECADE . TOLAL 1IN BACIH TOTAL IN EACH
NUMBER  ma1p GENTURY — NUMBER  HATR GENTURY
1311-1321 2 -
1321-1331 - 5(1) - _
1331-1341 2 -
1341-1351 1 -
: 1351-1361 1 - -
1361-1371 5 -
- 1371-1381 1 28 - -
1381-1391 10 -
1391-1401 11 -
1401-1411 4 - o
1411-1421 12 1
1421-1431 3 35 1 2
1431-1441 7 -
1441-1451 9 -
1451-1461 13 -
1461-1471 16 - o
1471-1481 13 70 6 13
1481-1401 10 4
1491-1501 18 3
1501-1511 8, 2
1511-1521 17(2) 2
1521-1531 8 62 9 35
1531-1541 21 13
15411551 8 9
TOTAL 200 200 50 50

(1) Covers only the yesrs 1311-1351.

(2) In addition one freeman was described as

mylnwricht.

mliller and
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NUMBER OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING IN FOOD TRADES

CONNECTED WITH THE PREPARATION OR RETAIL

OF WINE,

ALE, OR _BEER.

1311-1551

(1)

INN (2 - TOTAL IN EACH

DECADE KEEPéR) VICTUALLER BREWER VINTNER TOTAL pp1e GENTURY
1311-1321 11 - - - 11 - -
1521-1331 21 - - - 21 = 5, (8)
13311341 12 - 1 - 13
1341-1351 9 - - - 9 .
1351-1361 4 - 2 - 6
1361-1371 10 - 2 1 13
1371-1381 5 - 1 - 6 40
1381-1391 1 - 2 - 3 |
1391-1401 7 - 1 4 12
1401-1411 1 - 1 4 6 L
1411-1421 4 - 5 10 - 19
1421-1431 1 - 8 5 14 74
1431-1441 3 - 5 3 11
1441-1451 3 1 13 7 24
1451-1461 3 - 6 3 12
1461-1471 5 1 5 5 16
1471-1481 5 - 4 4 13 58
1481-1491 1 - 5 4 10 N
1491-1501 3 - 3 1 7
1501-1511 7 - - 1 8
1511-1521 4 - 4 3 . 1n
1521-1531 7 6 1 2 16 102
1531-1541 9 19 4 2 34
1541-1551 8 18 5 2 33

TOTAL 144 45 78 61 328 328

(1) In addition six freemen were described as maltsters and
two freemen as 'malt-grinders' during this period.

(2) Includes men deseribed as hostelers md taverners.

(3) covers only the years 1311-1351.
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vintners, victuallers, brewers, and inn-keepers had increased
from 44 between 1411 and 1441 to 61 between 1511 and 1541,
whilst the number of millers enrolled had doubled; and it is
evident that by the early sixteenth century York was a
prominent centre for the marketing of grain and for the
manufacture of malt. The description "eorn-merchant", which
had been empioyed only twice before; came into increasing use
on the Register of Freemen after the middle of the fifteenth
céntgry and in the first half of the sixteenth century 35
freemen were thus descfibed; the persistenﬁ activities of
York merchants in purchasing gfain from East Anglia led in
1503 to a dispute with Lynn over the levying of tolls on
grain purchased there;(l) ~and nearly 40 years leter the Dean
of York Minster wrote to Cromwell in London complaining that
the corn merchants had ceaused 'all the town to be ale
tipplers', whilst honest trade had been completely forsaken
for the making of malt.( ) _

Freemen Who Specialised in general wholesale and retail
trade, were both ebsolutely and relatively fewer than in the
early fifteenth century. Only 145 freecmen were described

as mercers, merchants, and chapmen, between 1511 and 1541

ama—

(1) York Civic Records, IV, 74.

(2) Letters and Pepers, XV, no. 417.
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'compared with 403 freemen between 1411 and 1441, end the
group comprised only 9 per cent of the freemen whose
occupations may be determined.

Severalltextile crafts making and retailing clothing,
by contrast, were flourishing in the early sixteenth century.
Thus, 14 hosiers and 6 vestmentmakers beceme freemen between
1511 and 1541 although only 3 members of each occupation
were recorded on the Register of Freemen between 1411 and
1441. The number of capmakers had also steadlly increased;
Go of the 89 capmakers recorded on the Reglster of Freemen
between 1311 and 1551 were enfranchised after the middle of
the fifteenth century and 20 members of the craft became
freemen between 1511 and 1541 - five times the number of
capmakcrs who were recorded as freemen in the corresponding
decades of the fifteenth century.

| The building trades were relatively less important
than formerly, the number of freemen recorded in these
trades was exactly half the’number recorded between 1411 and
1441iahd the proportion of freemen eﬁtering the building
industry deelined from Q‘to 8 per cent of all the men who
Were‘enfranchised An York. The masons virtually disappeared
from the Register of Freemen, perhaps as a result of the

1imited amount of constructlion work undertsken on the parish
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churches of the city during the parly gixteenth century, and
only 5 masons, of thﬁ 4Nehrolled between 1521 end 1531,
became freemen in the first half of the century. The
glaziers and carvers, by contrast, actually increased in .
numbers, and 13 glaziers were enfranchised between 1511 and
1541 compared with 10 glaziers between 1411 and 1441, whilst
the number of carvers becoming freemen increased from 13 to 24.

- Preecncen concerned with the transport of goods were
relétively léss nunerous than in the early fiftecenth century.
Only 20 marineré were recorded on the Reglster of Frecmen
5etweeﬁ 1511 and 1541 compared with the 60 mariners between
1411 end 1441. The number of sledmen also declined

markedly, perhaps as a result of the décreasing demand for

| the cartage of heavy bullding stone from the Ouse by the
beginning of the sixteenth century when the Minster had been
06mp1eted and 1itile new construction was being undertaken
on York's parishlchurches. No fewer than 17 sledmen had
been enfranchised in both the first and second halves of the
fifteenth century, yet only‘Q sledmen, of whom 8 enrolled
before 1530, were recorded on the Register of Freemen between
1501 and 1551. |

Provieion for the cultural end artistic life of York

again scenms relatively to have increased. Fifteen painters
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enrolled as freemen-in 1511-1541, only one less than the
combined number of painters and stainers in 1411-1441,
although the nuber of freemen enrolling 1n all occupations
was some 40 per cent lower, whilst seven minstirels were
enrolled as campéredlwith only one.' In addition, printing
seems to have been introduced to York from the Coptinent in
the early sixteenth cenﬁury. Only ene freeman before 1550'
was described as a érintef but R.Davies was able to show that
another printer was enfranchised in 1497 as a bookbinder and
statiener, and that three more‘printers, who eecaped civic
jurisdicfion by living invthe Liberty of St. Peter near the
Minster and were therefore under no obligation to become |
freemen, resided for a time 1in York in the early sixteenth
century, (1) | |

The picture of York's 1hdustriee and trades by the
niddle of the sixteenth century was thus somewhat different
from that when Edward II ceme to the‘throne. Perhaps‘the
majority of people in York earned their living in a way not
very different from that of their ancestors two and a half
centuries before. The food trades still embraced the
Iargcst groub of non;industrial freemen in York, the leather

and fur industry remained larger than any other industry, and

(1) R.Davies. A Memoir of the York Pregs, pp. 7-27.
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4

the tailors and cordwainers were still more numerous than
eny bther groups of freemen. But in the course of ourl
survey a number of significant changes have been discerned.
The Bow-making industry which had begun to flourish in York
soon after the middle of the fourtcenth century and was
famous throughout the North of England some fifty years
later had virtuslly faded eway by the early sixteenth
century; the pewtercrs head climbed during the course of
the fifteenth century to the point where they had become
the only notable body of pewterers outside London; the

once substantial crafts of skinners, girdlers, and cutlers

‘and bladesmiths had become almost extinct; and in the

sixteenth century towards the end of our study, the
introduction of printing to York was observed. Yet the
most striking change in York, which muwest have been felt by

~nearly every citizen, was undoubtedly the rise and decline

of the cloth-making industry and it is that industry which

must now be considered in detail.
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CHAPTER II

THE _ CLOTH-MAKING INDUSTRY

l. The Fortunes of the Industry.

 The clothe-making industry that flourished in ¥York in the
late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries was not a new
phenomenon in the history of York. In 1164 = gild of York
weavers began paying £10 a year to the Exchequer for the
privileges granted by roysl charter,(l) and during the late
twelfth and early thirteenth centﬁries the city was one of the
leading English centres for the maﬁufacture of cloth which was
then 8 mainly urban industry, largely concentréted in the
towns of Beverley, Lincoln, Stamford, Northampﬁon, York,
Leicester, Colchester, lLouth, Oxford, and Winchester.(z) Only
at London could the gild of weavers afford to pa& a larger
annual sum to the Exchequer for the grant of royal privileges,(3)
and the cloth produced in York, though inferior to the
internationally famous cloth of Lincolp and stamford, was
marketed abroad with these more expensive cloths in regions as

distant as Genoa and was purchased with them on more thsn one

(1) Heaton’ Pe e

(2) Carus-wilson, Mcrchant Venturers, Pp. 211-214.

(3) Heaton, p. 3.
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occasion in the thirteenth century for furniching the King's
WardrcbeQ(l)

. The York cloth-making industryvof the late twelfth end
the thirteenth éenﬁuries wag thus of importence for both
England and the Contincnx; ‘Yet when this study comences, 1t
wOuld seern that little trace remained in York of her once -
great industry, and that'the severe decline of the urban
Englich industry towards the end of the thirteenth céntury, in
pert due to the use of the fulling mill which reduced the
costs of rural cloth prodﬁction, was amply reflected in York. (2)
The York weévers by thé third querter of the thirteenth century

hed fellen into cerious arrcars in making thelr annual payment

to the Exchequcr(5) and during the carly years of the
fourteenth century whilst they complained bitterly of
caapetition from country cloth-makers, s in a petition to the

king in 1504,(4) their debt contihued to grow, increasing by

—

(1) Carus-tilson, Merchant Venturers, pp. 211-212. The specific
references to the purchase of York cloth for the Royal
Warﬁl’obe are given in Cv p- }20 282"4:7’ po 25; Co Po Ro 2124:7-5§’
P.3G7. The sale of York cloth in Genoa ie recorded by
k. Doehaerd, Les Relatlions commerciales entre Génes, la
Belgique et 1'Outrecnont G'aprés les archives notarisles
g€noices sux xXilie et XIVe sidcles, I, 192; II, 579, 586;
I1I, o622.

(2) E.u. Carus-wilson, 'The Voollen Industry', C.E.H.E., II,
408~13. :

(3) M.Sellers, 'The Textile Industries', V.C,H. Yorkshire,II, 407.
(4) Heaton, £.29; C.C.R. 1302-07, p.134.
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Ve ,
£70 for example between 1302 and 1312.(1) An analysis of the

enrolments of freemen ih the main cloth-making crafts at that
date, as in Table I overleaf, moreover suggests that the poverty
of the weavers was no fiction invented to deceive the Exchequer
and that the cloth-making industry in York was in fact at a low
ebb. Only 3 weavers, 3 shearmen, 5 dyers, a fuller, and a chaloner
were recorded on the Reglister of Freemen between 1311 and 1331,
and their combined number represented barely 2 per cent of the
new freemen whose occupation can then be determined.

| Very different must have been fhe fortunes of the industry
later in the century when, as a result of some 40 years' rapid
expension during the second and third quarters of the century,
the weavers ranked as the largest craft in York and the cloth-
meking industry was of major importance to the city. The
Englich cloth-making industry as a whole underwent a rapid
expansion during this period at the expense of its foreign
competitors, who hed to pay at least 33 per cent more for
their essential supplies of English wool than the English cloth
producer, and there is little doubt that the York textile
crafts shared in this expansion, which virtuslly priced foreign

cloth out of the English market and created a substantial

~—_

(1) Pipe Rolls, 148, m.6; 149, m.11; 151, m.29; 152A. m.3;
154, m.36; 1554, m.24; 157, m.23.
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TABLE I

NULBER OF NEW FREEMEN ENROLLING EACH DECADE IN
THE MAIN CLOTH-MAKING CRAFTS

i 3
Decade(l) yeaver(?) #egigr Fuller Shearman Dyer Tapite;K ) TOTAL

1311-1321 1 - 1 1 - 1 4
1321-1331 2 - - 2 5 - 9
1331-1341 9 - 2 5 7 2 25
1341-1351 20 - 2 5 19 3 49
1351-1361 44 - 15 8 25 8 100
1361-1371 69 - 21 16 27 19 152
1371-1381 53 1 13 7 23 31 128
1381-1391 41 4 16 15 25 17 118
1391-1401 64 1 22 12 33 17 149
1401-1411 34 - 9 7 14 3 67
1411-1421 44 4 12 13 26 16 115
1421-1431 32 1 20 12 22 19 106
1431-1441 36 1 20 8 14 8 87
1441-1451 51 3 23 7 26 15 125
1451-1461 35 - 20 13 17 9 94
1461-1471 31 1 22 10 15 9 88
1471-1481 23 3 12 9 28 16 91
1481-1491 15 .2 9 8 11 13 58
1491-1501 21 8 11 7 14 11 72
1501-1511 9 - 9 3 8 11 40
1511-1521 9 8 6 2 6 22 53
1521-1531 8 5 3 1 5 19 41
1531-1541 5 8 3 1 6 26 49
1541-1551 7 - 2 - 3 30 42+
TOTAL 663 50 273 172 379 325 1,862

(1) In this and the following Table the decades commence in the
nonth in which the city chamberlains (who enrolled new freemen)
were appointed - not on the lst January. See the introduction
to Appendix E. The data for the decade 1301-1311 has been
anitted becauce the occupatlons of some 50 per cent of freemens
are not stated.

(2) Includes a few freemen described specifically as
'woollen-weaver'. The description was first employed towards
the end of the fifteenth century.

(3) Includes coverlet weavers and chaloners. Only 33 persons

received the latter description. The last chaloner was
enrolled in 1376. ’
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demand for English cloth‘in the Baltic, Gascony, and Flanders.(l)
Between 1331 and 1361 there was a more than twelvefold lncrease
in the number of weavers, fullers, dyer s, shearmen, and tapiters
becoming frecmen of York, although the nnmbgr'of new freemen
enrolling in all occupations merely dcubled, and the
pefcentage of new freemen in these cloth-making crafis rose from
two to fifteen per cent. The dpapers, who frequently perfonﬁed
a vital function in the manufacture of cloth by acting as
intermediarics between the cloth producer and the merchant who
exported York's cloth to foreign markets,(®) also increased in
numbers and, as shown in Table II, 28 were recorded on the
Reglster of Freemen in 1361-71 as compered with only 5 in
1321-31. The improving fortunes of’the York weavers meanwhile
were reflected in the renewzl of their original charter from the
King in 1646,(5) and ﬁhe generel prosperity of the industry was
indicated by its sbility to sbsorb a nuuber of immigrants from
the Low Countries when once the expansion had begun.(4)

The expansion of‘the industry continued until the}very end

of the fourteenth century, though zt a less spectaculaf fate;

(1) carus-wilson, kerchent Venturers, Chapter VI, passim.

(2) sSee page 89.

(3) C.P.R. 134543, p.199; Sellers, V.C.H. Yorkshire, II, 409.

(4) sellers, V.b.H.Yorkshire, III, 439. Heaton, pp.15-16, has

demonstrated that the aliens did 1ittle to initiate the
expansion.




TADLE II

b1

NUUBER OF N _FREBEEN ENROLLING EACH DECADE _IN TIE
Ol tAIN THXTILE CRAWYS AND TRADES AID IN TRADHRS -
ALLIED TO THE CIOTH-MAKING INDUSTRY

59

Cap- iate Carcd- Vire-

Decade Tallor Drepcr Hosler noyom palkep moker dpower
1311-1321 15 - 4 - 2 - -
1301-1331 14 5 4 - o - -
1531-1341 41 5 2 - 4 - 3
1341-1351 54 9 5 - 1 - 1
1351-136) 48 3 1 - 5 1 3
1361-1371 96 23 2 4 2 5 3
1571-1381 73 22 3 4 - 3 4
1381-1301 67 17 - 2 - 4 1
1391-1401 81 30 1 2 - 5 5
1401-1411 52 6 2 1 1 2 -
1411-1421 66 16 - - 1 4 1
1421-1431 74 16 - o(1) 1 3 -
1431-1441 46 3 3 0 - 6 2
1641-1451 49 7 - 7 - 7 1
1451-1461 ' 45 3 1 - - 6 3
1461-1471 46 7 - 10 7(2) o -
1471-1481 37 3 - 11 6 3 2
1431-1401 46 5 4 7 1 2 2
1491-1501 44 4 2 5(3) 4 1 -
1501-1511 54 2 3 6 = 3 1 2
1511-1521 54 - 5 6 2 1 -
1521-1531 26 - 6 10 1 1 -
1531-1541 41 6 3 4 - 1 1
1541-1551 63 8 - 6 1 1 2

TOTAL 1,102 215 51 89 44 57 36

(1) Includes onc person cescrited as cspknytter.

(2) Includes three personé spceifically described as
'felt-hat-makerst. 7

(3) Incluces one persen deceribed ss cappthiker end enother
as a thyler of caprez.

/
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The number of weavers; fullers, shearmen, tapiters, and dyers

“recorded on the Register of Freemen in 1361-71, when 152

members were enrolled, was the maximum recorded in any decade, -
but in each of’thé decades between 1371 and 1401 more than -
110 freemen were recorded in these crafts as compared with
enrolments of 49 and 100 respectively in the two decades
irmediately preceding the peak of 1361-71, and in 1391-1401
the number enrollling again rosé to 149, whilst the proportion
¢f ncw freemen entering the crafis during these las£ three
decades of the century wes never léss than 12 per cent.

The continucd expansion of the industry in York moreover
was reflected in the growth of crafis allied to the industry.

Cardmakers manufacturing the implements employed in cerding

| the}wool vefore it wae spun appeared for the first time on the

Register of npeemen, where eighteen members were recorded . -
between 1351 and'l401; andvthe wiredrawers meking the tiny
metal hooks that fitted into the wcol cards, in addition to
their other menufactures, increased their numbers on the

Regintcr fpron four in the decades 1311-51 to sixtecn in the

’ Beccnd helf of the century.  The sharpening of the shears

used to impart a fine finish to the cloth after it hed been

fulled also beceme a speclalised occupation and sheargrinders

:began‘td be recorded as freerien of the city; thé first made
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his appearance 1in 154§, andlby the end of the century a further
geven persons had been noted with that occupation or were
described simply as grynder,

Towards the end of the fourtecnth century the manufacture
of ¢loth was thus a major industry of York. More than a ninth
ol some 5,500'master'craftsmen and traders who became freemen
of York between 1371 and 1401, assisted by their servants and

 spprentices, were working in six epecialised crafts directly
concerned with the weaving, fulling, chearing, and dyeing of
woollen, worsted or linen cloth; another fiftleth of the
master craftemen and traders.in the city, enrolled as drapers,
specialised in the distribution of the finiched woollen cloth
end in organising its production, whilst many York merchants

exported cloth to foreign markets; end scorec of obscure men X

v"’\‘\

and wonen who were nbt orgenlised into crafts, and very rarely
appear in the civic records, mist have been nceded to sort,
clean, card and spin the wecol before it wes recady for the
weavers, The sgubsidiary crafts of cerdmaker, ﬁiredrawer, and
gheargrinder, were a2t hand to provide some cf the industry's
technical needs, and the quantities of woad regularly arriving
at York were such that its measurement before sale was, after
1390, recognised as & matter for civic concern and regulated >

~

by four officials appointed by the city. (1)

- (1) M.B. 1, 43, 45.
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The York industry was by continental standards puny.
Some two dozen specilalised wool-working crafts were to be
found in the fourteenth century Florentine and Flemish textile
1ndustries,(1) a city such as Ghent in 1346 boasted nearly
4,000 weavers,(z) and Florence in the early years of the
century provided emplo&ment for perhaps as many as 30,000
textile workers engaged in the manufacture of some 80,000
cloths a year.(s) Yet 1t seems probable that in England
York was one of the leading centres of textile production in the
late fourteenth century. The output of cloth from individual
centres of production cannot be determined both because the
aulnage accounts of the late fourteenth century, even when
not deliberately designed to deceive the Exchequer,(4) were
not concerned with worsted cloths, and because they simply
recorded the woollen cloths aulnaged at some central place
which served as & convenient centre for aulnaging the cloth
manufectured for sele in that district. Thus, much of the
cloth in an sulnage account for York which carefully notes the

colour and size of woollen cloth aulnaged day by day between

(1) cerus-wilson, C.E.H.E., II, 395.

(2) H. Pirenne, Economic emd Social History of Medieval
Europe, p.l172.

- (8) carus-Wilson, C.E.H.E., II, 393.

(4) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturers, Chapter VIII, passim.



6 September 1394 and Michaelmas 1595, (1) was recorded in the
naﬁe of prominent drapers end merchents of the ecity, who
probably brought cloth mdde meny miles from York into the city
tq~be aulnaged,whilst.the presence of several scores of‘women
in tne sccount, cach possescing a few yards of cloth, suggests
that the country housewife frequently brought cloth woven in
her home for sale in York during one of her shopping expeditions.
The gulnsge accounts therefore enable us to compare quantities
of cloth sulnaged in different centres, rather than quantities
of cloth produced there, tut if we assume that the amount of
cloth produced in a centre was very approximatély,proportional
to the smount sulnaged there, the esccounts afford some indica-
tion of the relative importance of Inglish cloth producing
centres in the late fourteenth century. On this basis York,
with 3,300 cloths sulnaged between G Qeptember 1394 and
| Michaoelmas 1395, ranked as one of the leadlng English textile
centres, second in importance to Salisbury with 7,000 cloths
aulnaged between November 1397 end Noveumber 1393 and closely
rivalling Coventry, where 3,000 cloths werc aulnaged in the

same year. (2)

(1) Yorkchire Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95.

(2) K.R.Various Accounts, Aulnage, 344/25, m.1l; 345/2, m.15."
Both the Coveniry and Salisbury accounts appear to be genuine,
not sgurious compllations to deceive the Exchequer. I am
indeticd to Profeseor Carus-Wllson for the Salisbury reference

N
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The proportion of York's cloth that was made for exﬁort
when the industry was at its height is canpletely obscure. In
the last decade of the fourteenth century an average of same
3,400 cloths a year, representing nearly a tenth of England's

cloth exports, were shipped from Hull,(l) and York merchants,

vhose sctivities ranged from the Baltic to Bordeaux, accounted
for nearly half Hull's cloth exports.(z) But the customs
collectors rarely indidated the town in.which a piece of cloth
hLad been manufactured and the York cloth éxporters may well
have exported cloth from the West Riding, which already
possessed an extensive textile industry. (3) |
gome of the more important data on the York cloth-making
industry at its height 1is therefore miesing, tut there is no
reacon to doubt that the 1ﬁ4ustry in the late fourteeanth century
flourished as it had not rflourished fifty yeers earlier and as
4%t was not to flourish again. In the early ycars of the
fifteenth century there were already signs that the industry
had passed its peak, for ithe number of weavers, fullers, |

chearmen, 4yers, and tapiters enrolling es freemen in 1401-11

(1) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturers, p.245 and graph facing
p.xviii. Professor Carug-Wilson has kindly supplied me with
the separate figures for Hull's cloth expcrts.

'(2) See page 147.
(3) See’ for exémple the 1379 Poll Tax Returns for the West
Riding, Y A.J. V, VI, VII. :
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for the first time in any decade since the middle of thé
fourteenth century fell below a hundred, and less than 300 -

freecmen were recorded in these crafts between 1401 and 1431 X

as comparéd with 395 freemen from 1371-1401.

During the second half of the fifteenth century in the
face of growing coapetition from the cloth industry of the West -
Riding and other rural districts of Ehgland where lebour was
cheap, taxation was light, and water power existed to work the
fulling mill, the decline of cloth-nmaking in York was very
hoticeable. | The Abbey of Durham which normally bought its
cloth fram York drapers in the first 60 years of the fifteenth
century subsequently made purchases from men of\Halifax ahd
Leeds, (1) and York itself was increasingly invaded by country
cloth, particularly by cloth made in the West Riding, where
Leeds, Halifax, Bradford, and Wakefield were by the reign of
Henry VII on their way to becoming the prosperous clothingv
towns noted by Leland in his Itinerary.(2) The mayor and
aldermen of York had to consider regulaticns for the sale of
country cloth in the city at their meetings,(3) and in 1502 one_
‘of the two Fairs 1nst1tuted in York after an expensive petition

——

(1) Account Rolls of the Abbey of Durhar, ed. J.T.Fowler, III,
616, 632, 636, 649, 656.

(2) Heaton, pp. 76-8.

(3) see for example York Civic Records, II, 90-91.



66

to the king made special provielon for the sale of country
cloth, setting aside two separate parts of the Fair, one for
cloth from Kendal, Knaresborough snd Ripon, and the other for
cloth from lLeeds, Bradford, Wakefield, and Halifsx. (1) The
triuﬁgﬂ of‘the West Riding cloth 1s also suggested by the
stock of cloth keprt by a York tailor whose shop contalined at
his death in 1485 a wide variety of cloths of Halifax and the
district of Craven, including green, tawby and russet cloths
of Halifax, & dozen pairs of Halifax hose, and a black Halifeax
kersey.(z) It is therefore not surprising that, slthough the
number of new freemen recorded as taplters, who specialised in
the’production of worsted cloth,(s) remeined constant, the

T~

number of weavers, fullers, shearmen and dyers declined from 430

—

between 1401 and 1451 to 331 in the second half of the century.
The number of weavers enrolling as freemen in particular
averaged only 25 @& decede as compared with an average of more
than 50 a decade between 1351 and 1401, and the fading
prosperity of the weavers' Gild was reflected in the reduction
of their annual fee farm by a half in 1478 because of poverty
and its total remission eight years later. (%) The drapers,

b3

(1) York Civic Records, II, 172-75.

(2) T.E. III, 301.
(3) see pages 73-T4.

(4) Sellers, V.C.H.Yorkshire, II, 410; C.P.R. 1476-85, . 135,
Co P. Ro 1485—94’ po 109. '
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who often played a vital part in organising the production of
woollen cloth, were also reduced in numbers. Only 22 were
enrolled as freemen between 1451 and 1501 as compared with
53 in the first half of the fifteenth century, and in 1505 the
mayor and aldermen of York decided that every tailor and
hosler whq'sqldbqloth rétail'should contr;bute to the drapers'
pageant because it was sald that there were only 3 drapers
left in the city.(l)

The cloth-making industry coniracted still further in
the early years of the sixteenth century. Only 96 weavers,
fullers, sheermen, and dyers, were enrolled as freemen between
1501 and 1551 as compared with 331 between 1451 and 1501, and
the proportion of freemen enfolling in thesce crafts was less
“han 4 per cent as compared with more than 12 per cent in the
gecond half of the fourteenth century. The more highly
gkilled crafts of shearmen znd dyers, who might heve remained
relatively prosperous by dyeing and shearing West Riding cloth
before 1t wae exported, like the flourishing groups of cloth
finiskers in Bristol, Exeter, Ipswich, end London, who sheared
before export cloth that had been woven and fulled in the

country}adeclined no lees markedly than the crafte of weavers

(1) York Civie Records, III, 14.

(2) Carus-wilson, C.E.1L.E., II, 425.
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end fullers. some country cloth may still have been dyed in
York ss it had been when the York cloth-meking industry was at
its zenith,(l).but the West Riding dispatched much of its
cloth for export direct to London and purchased its woad and
medder from men of that city,(z)‘thus largely avoiding the
markets of York eand Hull, whose cloﬁh exports had shrunk far
below their late fourteenth century level.(S) A1l branches of
the industry connected with the manufacture of woollen cloth
therefore declined, as did the trades allied to the 1ndustry
manufacturing textile implcuments, The last ehearsmith to
eceme a freemen was recorded in 1481, and only 10 wiredrawers
and cardmukera were mentioned on the Reglster of Freemen
between 1501 and 156561.

‘The branches of the cloth-making industry not connected
with the mamufacture of wocllen cloth, by contrast, showed
considerable vitality, partly but by no means wholely
compensating for the continued decline of the woollen crafts.
Thus 21 iinen weavers were enrolled as frcemen between 1501
end 1551 - four times the numbér recorded during the second

Lalf of the fourteenth century - and in 1518 the linen weavers

(1) M.B., I, 113; II, 204-20G.

(2) Heaton, p.146; BE.C.P. 63/154, 355/70, 661/1, 782/11;
H.C. A.’Examinations. v, 19 Nove“bcr ot seg.’ /

(3) See Appendix B.



were recégnised gs a separate craft by the civie authorities.(l)
The tapiters, who gpecialised in the production of worsted
cloth known as coverlets, were also extremely flourishing.

More than 100 members of the craft were enrolled as freemen

Yetween 1501 énd 1551 as compared with 58 members in the second
half. of the fifteenth century, and the importance of coverlet
manufacture in York was recognised in 1543 when the civic .
authorities paid half the costs of obtaining an Act of
Parliameht which conferred a monopoly of coverlet making in
Yorkshire on the York tapiters, empowerling them to search all ;
fairs end markets north of the Trent to enforce the regulation.(E);
The nanufacture of cloth in York thus had a varied career.
Thelinaustry reached 1ts peak towards the end of the fourteenth
century after a period of rapid growth which characteriéed the
English industry as a Whole,‘and theréafter,}whilst the English

industry in general continusd to expand, cloth-making in York

slowly declined. The decline became most marked in the early
yésrs of the sixteenth century and the major crafts engaged

in the preduction of woollen cloth - the weavers, fullers,
shearmen, and dvers - in additlon to the drapers, snd the
shearamiths, wiredrawers, and cardmakers éllied to the industry,

were peduced to & hendful of freemen; but fertain branches of

(1) York civic Records, I11I, 65.

(¢) Heaton, pp. 55-7; York Civic Records, IV, 92-3;
Statutes of the Realm, 34 and 35 Hen.VIII, c.10.




’the industry not primarily concerned with woollen clotin - the
1inen weavers, aend the taplters - continued to flourish,
attracting to their ranks more newly enfrenchised citizens
than they hed during the years when the York ihdustry as a
whole wae at its height.  Hence the cloth-making industry
wag able by concentration on the production of linen and
wofsted cloth to save 1tself from complete extinction at the

hands of the West Riding and retain a few traces of its former

glory.

2. The Products of the Industry.

| The products of the cloth-making industry wefe almost as
diverse as the regions to which York mérchants exported its
manufsctures, but three main types of cloth - woollen, worsted,
and linen - may be distinguished.  Of these linen cloth was of
relatively little importance. It was seldom exported to
overseas markets and the number of persons concerned in its
manufacture, even in the early sixteenth century when the
craft of linen weavers was most flouriching, was much smaller
than the number making woollen and worsted cloths. Hence
our concern will be golely with the larger textile crafts - the
weavers, fullers, chearmen, dyers and tapiters - making a
variety of wdollen and worsted cloths for an international

market.
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fhe principal type of woollen cloth produced in York and
most of the English centres of production in the late
fourteenth and the early fifteenth century when the York
industry was at its hcight, was the broadcloth, defined by

ctatute s 26 yards long and six or six and a half qugrters
wide before fulling,(l) and woven on a double horizontal loom
by two workers seated side by side.(z) The short stapled wool
employed in its manufacture had been carded before spinning,
end the web on its removal from the loom was completecd by
fulling and shearing to strengthen the cloth and impart a fine
finish. The manufacture of woollen cloths of any other size
was fofbidden on geveral occasions during the fourteenth |
century,(s) and when their manufacture was given official‘
sanction, the broadcloth was adopted as the standard in termé
of which the customs 2nd aulnage collectors calculated‘the
duties they levied on these cloths.(4) The adoption of the
broadeloth as the standard cloth unit for fiscal purposes,
with the exception of worsted cloths, meant that cloths

shorter and narrower than the broadcloth were seldom

(1) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturers, p. 244, h.4.

(2) Carus-Wilson, C,E.H.E., 1T, 380.
(3) Lipson, I, 462-63.

(4) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturers, p. 244, n.4.
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separately indicated by the custous and aulnage collectors

who made up their accqunts {p terms of the broadeloth, and for
this reason the fifteenth century Hull customs accounts, which
record without separately indicating the exports of York cloth,
cannot give even a tentative indication of the proportion of
York cloth that was exported as broadcloths. But the:e have
survived for the final decade of the fourteenth century an
account of the collectors of tunnage and poundage at Hull and
an aulnage acgount for York in which these short, narrow cloths,
known as straits and woven by a single person on a narrow loon,
were in fact carefully recorded. . It is 1mpossible to state
what proportion of the cloth mentioned in the two sccounts was
made in York, but the proportion of strait cloths, which were
equated to broadcloths at the rate of 40 ells or 4 dozens to a
broadcloth, was in both cases very small. In the particula:
Hull customs account covering the period 8 December 1391 to
Michaelmas 1392, when the equivalcnt of nore than 3,000 broad-
cloths were exported, not even a sixth of the cloth was
described as ells or dozens of strait cloth,(l) and the 538
dozens and numerous emall pieces of cloth as wide as, but
shorter than, the broadcloth recorded by the York aulnage

collectors in 1594-95, represented barely a tenth of the 3,250 ~
TN

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/23.
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cloths (expressed in terms of the broadcloth) that were
aulnaged in York in the thirteen months covered by their
acéonnt.(l) Hence the §ﬁtput of woollen cloth in York at the
end-of - the fourteenth cehtury nust have consisted largely of
broadclothé.

v Informétion about thé worsteds made in York, which were
distinguished fromwwoollens by their manufacture from long
stapled wbol that had been combed before spinning and woven
into a cloth that required littlevor no subsequéht.treatment
by fullers or shearmen, is more meagre; We may infer from
the eiport cargoes of York merchants recorded 1h the Hull
customs sccounts that in the late fourteenth and early
fifteenth cehturies York was making both the outer coverings
for beds known as coverlets and single beds (iecti simplici)

- which may have cdmprised nqt only a bed but also a coverlet,
curtains asnd éénopy. But it is not until 1472 when the
tapiters, who specialised in thé production of worsteds, laid
down the size to which cloth made by membders of the craft was
to conform, that we possess any definite 1nf6rmation as to the
type or dimensions of worsteds being made in York.(z) The

regulations do not refer to beds of worsted and 1t would seem

—

(1) Yorks. Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95.
(2) M.B. II, 195-96.




that the principal types of Worsted then'being made were
coverlets and ta eﬁts,‘whicﬁ might be employed as curtalns for

a bed or simply as decoration for a wall. Large coverlets,
'called worstede ware of the moste assisse', made by the craft
were to measure 53 yards in length and 2% yards in width, small
coverlets were to be 3% yards in length and 21 yards broad, and
tapetts were to be only 2% yards long and 13 yards wide. It is
‘probable that coverlets of very similar dimensions continued tp
be the principal type of ﬁorsteds manufactured in York unﬁil the
middle of the sixteenth century, for in 1543 the tapiters met
half the cost of obtaining an Act of Parliament which gave them
& monopoly of coverlet making in Yorkshire with powers to search
all fairs and markets north of the Trent and stipulated that the
three grades of coverlets they made were to measure 3 yards by
2% yards, 3 yards by 2 yards, and 2% yards by 13 yards
respectively:(l) ’

The relative production of worsted and woollen cloth in  ~
York at no time can bg directly determined,’but the main 1nteresqh;
of the city for much of the fourteenth and fifteenth 6enturies
lay in the manufacture of woollens rather than worsteds. In
the second half of the fourteenth century when the cloth-making

industry was extreely flourishing the number of tapiters who ~

) : T
(1) statutes of the Realm, 34 and 35 Hen. VIII, c.10.




~ represented only a very small proportion of the value of her "~
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enrolled as freecmen wasg less than a sixth of the number of

V'ﬁéavers, fullers, shearmen‘and dyers enrolling, and even in the

early sixteenth century when the manufacture of woollen cloth

was in decay and the tapiters had become the largest textile

craft, the manufacture of worsteds left no mark on the economic
1ife of the city comparable with that made in the previous
century by worsted production at Norwich, where a special hall
known as the Worsted Seld was set aside for the sale of worsted
cloths woven in the city.(l) |

It 1s also clear fram the Hull customs accounts that
York's worsteds never rivalled her woollens in value as an
export commodity. None of the worsteds or woollens recorded

can be traced specifically to York but it is significant that

the value of the worstedes annually exported from Hull

exports of woollen cloth. In the late fourteenth century
when the York cloth-making industry was at its peak an annual
average of 120 single beds, which were probably worth 7 N

- shlllings each, were exported from Hull and exports of coverlets,

which were not subject to a specific duty and therefore only
aprear in the particular custqms accounts, may have averaged

less than 100 a year, thus suggesting that the average annual

(1) The Records of the City of Norwich, ed. W.Hudson and
J.C.Tingey, II, 90.
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{ vg}ue of worsted exporis was barely £60, whereas exports of
“woollen cloth from Hull averaged more than 3,200 brosdcloths a |
year which were probably worth some 54,800.£1) The predominanceb*”

P

of woollen cloth among Hull's textile exports moreover continued

until- the middle of the sixteenth century, despite the ‘ 1
considerable decline of woollen cloth production in York and

vthe increased relative and absolute importance 6f the egpiters
who specialised in the manufacture of worsteds. Thus, exports
of coverlets on the basis of the extant particular Hull customs
accounts averaged some 30 dozen a year, valued at the standard
figure of £l & dozen, during the first half of the sixteenth

century, and it is doubtful if the other worsteds exported were ?‘
worth an average of more than £10 a year,(z) whereas en annual

_average of same 1,100 broadcloths, which were probably worth

50 shillings each, were exported during the decsades 1507—57.(5)
The chief product of the York industry in its prime, and .

by far the most importent York ¢l6th sold overseas, was there-

- (1) The ennual average export of single beds and woollen brozd-
cloths has been calculated fram the figures for the years
1377-1397, kindly supplied to me by Professor Carus-Wilsoh,
The annual average export of coverlets and the average T
values of single beds and coverlets have been estimated friom

- K.R, Customs Accounts 59/2, 59/8, 59/23, 159/11, and 61/32
(which covers the period Mich. 1430-Mich, 1431). The value of
the broadeloth is discussed on pages 77-81.

(2) K.R.Customs Accounts 202/4, 64/5, 64/6, 202/5, 64/10, 64/15,
(3) see Appendix B. | |

¥
v
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fore woollen cloth, which consisted in the late fourteenth
centqry‘largely’of standard.broadcloths. The woollen broad-
q;oths manufactured in York however were of a very different ‘ﬁ
qﬁality frdm thoée manufactured in the southern Cotswolds and
1eXPorted from Bristol and Southampton, and were more akin to

the cheaper fabrics of hast Anglia. SR : , ?

o Thc difference in quality between the broadcloths produced
| in‘York,andanst Anglia and the broadcloths made in the West of
England ié partly suggested by the much lower values generally

given by the customs collectors to cloth exported from Hull,
through which the Yofk cloth was mainly sent overseas, and from
Ipswich, Lynn, and London, which handled considerable qﬁantities
of East Anglian cloth, as compared with the values given to
cloth exported from Bristol and Southampton. At Bfistol and
Southampton in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries
broadcloths were frequently valued at more than £2. each. Thus

- some 1,300 cloths valued in a Bristol customs account covering
the period 16 November 1378 - 27 May 1379, none of them priced
at less than £2, were. YEEEE_On the average 46s. each,(l) and
more than 4,000 cloths exported from Southampton between

Michaelmas 1443 and Michaelmas 1444 were assesced at a value of

—

(1) The Overseas Trade of Bristol in the Later Middle Ages. :
ed. E.M. Carus-Wilson, pp. 180-189.
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468. 8d. apiece;(;) Broadcloths exported from Hull on the
other hand, like some 800 cloths exported from Lynn and Ipswich
in the third qﬁarter“of the fifteenth century and mnore than’

- 2,000 cloths shipped from London in 1449, &ergmgglfﬁg average
given a value of only 30s. (%) ‘

" The most cdmplefe vaiuation of cloth exported from Hull is
to be found in an account of the collectors of tunnage and
poundage at Hull covering the period 8 December 1391 -
,Miéhaelmés 1392, in vhich ells and dozens of strait cloth were
cérefully recorded and valued separately from broadéloths.(5)
Numerous entries in the account are now 1llegible, but the
" velues of 189 dozens, more than 7,300 ells of strait cloth,
and 1,769 brbadclothsimay still be determined. The strait
cloth recorded was invariably much cheaper than the broadcloth
and four dozens or 40'e11sﬁof strait cloth, which were by the
éustoms collectors considered the equivalent of a broadcloth,
were worth on the average scarcely more than 14s. The broad-
cloths ranged in value from £1. to £2. 5. 8d. but only four
were worth as much es £2. and the average value came to 29s. 7d

per cloth.

(1) H.L.Gray, 'English Foreign Trade from 1446 to 1482',
E.TQFOCO, po70 ‘

(2) Gray, E.T.cm., ppo 7’ 562 nolgo
(3) K.R.Custams Accounts, 59/23.
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Two other rarticular Hull customs accounts of a later

date covering the periods Michaelmas 1398 - Hichaelmas 1399

" and Michaelmas 1430 - Michaelmas 1431 confima this picture, (1)

‘although both tend to undervalue the,broadcloth since strait
cloths were not separately valued in the eccounts. The

average value of 756 cloths mentioned in the 1598-99 account.

+Whose prices ranged from £1. to £2, was slightly more than

28s, and in the 1430=31 account the clqths_were‘valued by the
collectors, until they‘suddenly ceased the practlce less then
half way through the year, at the standard figures of 26s, 8d.
for 8 coloured broadcloth and £1. for a white one.

"It is hazardous to assume that the value adopted by the
customs collectors when assessing cloth for the subsidy of
retty custon or poundage approximated to the actual market
price of the cloth, and it is possible that the customs

collectors at each port, whilst discriminating between cloths

of different qualities, may nevertheless have based their
valuations on local books of rates and given the cloth somewhat
artificial or antiquated vélues.(z) The values éiven to
uncustomed cloth seized by the searchers at Hull, Bristol and

Bouthampton, however, should afford a truer indication of the

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts, 159/11 and 61/32 respectivély.
(2) Gray’ EoTanCo’ ppc 7-8.
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value of cloth exported froa these ports, in that the searchers
were allowed to retain half the proceeds from the sale of

- forfeited eloth;(l) and it 1s significant that the- values glven
this uncustomed cloth also suggest that the cloth exportied from
. Hull was less expensive than that shipped from Bristol and
southampton. Thus, 13 wobllen cloths seized at Southampton in
1423 were étated to be worth a total of £34; some 30 dozens of
woollen cloth, stated to be equi#alent to 15 broedecloths,
arrested in Bristol in 1430 were priced at £2. aplece; and 10
uncustomed cloths exported from Bristol to Bordeaux in August
that year were valued at 58s. 4d. each. ) Some 80 cloths
described as whole or half pleces of broadcloth which were
selzed by the customs collectoré at Hull during the third decade
of the fifteenth century on the other hand ranged in price from
17s. 94 to 30s. a broadecloth. One and a half blue cloths, a
green cloth, and half a cloth dyed a shade of ruby arrested in
August 1425 were valuéd at £4; 9 broadcloths of various
colours seized in October the following year were valued at £8;
44 broadeloths loaded on to the Margaret of York at Hull in

March 1429 without payment of customs duty were worth £66; 5%

(1) P.Ramsey, ‘Overseas Trade in the Reign of Henry VII: The:
‘Evidence of Customs Accounts', Ec.H.R., Second terieg, VI, 176.

(2) X.R.Memorandas Rolls, Recorda, 8 Hen.VI 'Triﬁit
. -rot 12;
Recorda, 11 Hen.VI,'Michaelmés. rot.lB: Easter?’rog.ls.’
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clcths of a Hanseatic merchant living in York which were
seized at Hull in January 1430 for non-payment of custcms duty
'were valued at £5. 10s.; and 19 uncustomed cloths being
shipped from Hull later in the same year were sald to be‘worth
a total of g£22.(1)

Cloth seized in York for the evasion of aulnage‘during
these two decades was also worth about 30s. a broadcloth. A
blue broadcloth distrained in the house of John Marton, &
cordwainer, in St. Saviourgate in 1430 was sald to be worth
338. 4d., () @& nalf brosdcloth taken in the shop of
John Stranton, a draper, in Fesegale, was priced at 13s. 4d.,(3)
and two cloths of mixed blue coiour which belonged to
William Girlington, another draper, and were selzed on the
grounds that he had applied his own seal to the cloths without
rermission froan the official aulnagqr, were valued at 603.(4) -

It therefore seems very probable that the cloth
manufactured in York was inferior to that made in the West of

England. It is impossible to identify any of the cloth

(1) XK.R.Customs Accounts, 183/5; K.R.Memoranda Rolls,
6 Hen. VI, Recorda, Michaelmas, rot. 24; 9 Hen. VI,
Recorda, Michaelmas, rot. 28, Easter, rot. 16.
(2) K.R.Memoranda Rolls, Recorda, 9 Hen. VI, Hilary, rot.ll.
(3) 1bid. Recorda, 11 Hen. VI, Trinity, rot. 1.

(4) Ibid. Recorda, 10 Hen. VI, Hilary, rot. 10.
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V_?gcorded'by the Hull customs collectors and tpg Yorkraulnagers
as.York cloth but in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth
ecenturies much of this cloth must have been madeiin_York, and |
it 1s clear that the cloﬁh seized for evasion of customs duty
or assessed for poundage at Hull, liké the cloth confiscated
by the York sulnagers, was seldom valued at more than 30s. a
brozdcloth wherecas broadcloths exported from Bristol and
Southampton were rarely valued by the customs collectors at
less than £2. apiece. |

~Evidence reléting directly to the quality of York cloth
at a somewhat later date reinforces this conclusion. One of
the typical broadcloths of the clty exported by the York
Merchent Adventurers weas refefred to specifically in 1475 as
E&E;Eggg(l) and in 1484 when a scheme to revive the declining
cloth industry was mooted by the civic suthorities the cloth
to be compulsorily menufactured by York men trading in lead
was described as 'course cioth called packyng ware',(z) thus
suggesting that ihe York textile crafts were not,accustamed'tb
making finely finished high quality cloth. The coarse nature>
of the city's woollen cloth is also apparent from the

grievances voiced by the Merchant Adventurers of York, Beverley,

———

(1) York Mercers, p.65.

(2) York civic Records, I, 94.
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4

Hull, and Scarborough, in 1478 ebout the behaviour of the
London Merchent Adventurers' Company in the Low Countries, for
one of their grounds of complaint was that they were compelled
10 sell their cloth in streets adjacent to those where the
London men sold cloth 'to the intent that tnefclothe of the
nerth parties sall apere wers?. (1) |

The coarse cheap quality of the brosdcloth was aleso, in
pert, reflected in the colour tﬂat the cloth was dyed. The
oniy‘comprehensive survey available of the colour of cloth
produced in York and its ncighbourhood, is that ﬁade by the
York aulnasge collectors in 1394-95, but Table III which
summarises the information given in thé account, makes it
.clear that very 1little of the cloth then aulnaged in York wés
dyed an expensive huc. Red and sanguine cloths represented
8llghtly more than e quarter of the cloths mentioned in the
-account;' but blue, russet end 'plunket' or pale blue cloths,
which were in general much cheaper then other coloured
cloths,(z) accounted for more than a third of the cloths
eulnaged that year, and cloth described as '‘murrey', a purple

cloth in which sone of the civic dignitaries dressed on

(1) York Mercers, p.77.

(2) carus-wilson, C.E.H.E., II, 375-76.



TABLE II1

THE COLOUR_OF CLOTH AULNAGED IN YORK
6 Sept. 1594 - Mich. 1395 (1)

84

Description Number of Deseription Number of

of cloth Broadcloths of cloth __Broadeclothg
Black | 78 Paly 3
ﬁlue 797 Plunket 239
Blue Meld 1 Plunket Meld 1l
Blue Motléy 6 Ray 2
Checary 1l Red ' 534
Cogsall 16 Red Meld 12
Green 322 Rusget 169
Green Meld 10 Russet Motley 4
Green Motley S Sanguine 230
Meld 87 Scar%gzn . p

grain')

Motley 35 Taude 16
Murrey 60 White 390
White Motley ' 2

(1) Strait cloths and pieces of cloth smaller than
half a broadcloth, which constituted less than
- 81x per cent of the cloth recorded in the

account, have been omitted.
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1) constituted less than two per cent of

important occasions,(
the cloth recorded by the aﬁlnagers. Only one cloth was dyed
in the very expénsive scérlet kermés, and 'perse', thé rich
dark blue cloth that was almost as valusble,(2) does not
aprear in the acccunt.' |

" The woollen cloth producéd in York, which comprised the
.major product of the York cloth-making industry at its height
and was irmensely more'important for her foreign markets than
the worsteds produced in the city, was thus'cheaper than the
broadéloth manﬁfactured in the West of England. The size,
colour and quality of thé cloth varled concideradly, for the
woollen 1nduétry had meny customers at home and abroad, but
th§ typical York product wes & 'utility' cloth rather than an

eéxpensive luxurious farric.

(1) e.g. for the visit of Hen. VII in 1486. York Clvie
Records, I, 152

(2) carus-wilson, C.E.H.E. II, 376.
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5. The Orgenisation of the Indugtry st ite Zenith.

The cloth-making industry, riore esyeéially the section of
the industry making woollen dloth vhich will be examined here
rather than the crafts méking~linen and worsted cloth, was
clearly distinguished from the other industries of York by the
form of its ofganisation. Alone emong her industries its
products eerved international markets, only the skinners,
bowyers, and metal workers of the city were similarly
dependént on imported raw materials, and no product made in
York was the work of so many separate groups of specialised
workmen who esch contributed by a sub-division of labéuf
something to its menufacture. The industrylwas thus operéting
under conditions very different from those whicﬁ produced the
typical master craftsmén of Yofk's industry‘who nmanufeactured
with the possiblé help of en epprentice and h;red'labour the
goods of his craft and sold‘them from his éhop direct to the
éonsumer. The master craftsman in a textile craft‘could
rarely hope to.markét_hisiown product, and the producéfs of
‘the industry were in varying degrees of dependence on
entreﬁreneurs who could orgenise the various stages in the
prqduction of cloth and arrange for the export of the finished
product. The exact degreé of dependence of the cloth

producer at any moment of time in York varied consideradbly.
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The smaller scale of the York industry seems to have precerved
it from the rore minute regulation end the bitter labour
disputes that characterised the great‘textile industries of
Florence and Flanders, yet the entrepreneur in York was no
less essential nor less importent than on the Continent.

The dependence of the York c¢loth-maXing: industry upon the
¢ntrepreneur is in part indicated by the 1394-95 aulnage
account for the city. Some of the cloth recorded in the
account was made outside the city, and too little is known of
the methods of the aulnagef to permit rash generalisations,
but in general the persons péying aulnage on cloth in the
account were the persons who first sold the finished cloth.
The nemes of 160 York freemen enrolled in a variety of
occupations appear in the éccount, paying aulnage on some
2,100 out of 3,300 cloths sulnaged that year, but many freemen
were recorded with very small amounts of cloth; 95 of the
York aulnage payers accounted for less than six broadcloths
eplece and 23 freemen, each paying aulnage on the eguivalent
of 30 or more brosdcloths, between theu accountéd for two
thirds of the cloth recorded in the names of York citizens.
Hence 1t is epparent that the sale of cloth in York was
concentrated in a few hands.

It 1s extremely difficult to estsblish eny definite
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connection between the leading aulnage payers and the
production of cloth, but the few wills of aulnage payers
remaining and‘frag@ents of information about entrepreneurs at
a later datec, suggest that there was no such thing as a
typical entreprenecur. Some of the entrepreneurs were actlive
in foreign trade.  Robert Holme and hls brother and business
pertner, Thomas,(l) who was recorded in 1394-95 payling aulnage
on 70 cloths, both exported‘cloth and imported madder and
wozd(2) which they supplied to dyers in York and tkhe North and
Weet Ridings, some of whom Robert Holme remembered in his
will;(a) yet the primary concern of both brothers was the
export cof wool to Czlais where'they jointly owned property.

A further nine of the leading aulnage payers in 1394-95, in
addition to Thomas Holme, may be traced ags cloith exporters in
thie particular Hull customs accounts of the fcriod, and -
Thomas Newland and Robert Warde who paid aulnsge on 32 and 80
cloths respectively, also imported madder and woad.(4) The

clearcst example of a merchant organising the production of

AN
cloth and exporting this overseas as part of his general
(1) For evidence of theilr joint operstions, see C.C.R.1377-81,
pp. 270, 314; C.C.R. 31385-89, p.1ll.
(2) K.R.Customs Accounts, 59/8, 59/24, 159/11.
(3) C.P.R. 1333-92, 66, 396; Cooke, A.A:S.R., XXVIII, -

part ii, 648,

(4) K.R.Customs Accounts, 59/8, 159/11.
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’ fqreign trede is, however, provided by Robert Colynson,'a
York merchant whose goodgs had been arrested by men of Danzig
in 1440;(1) for he instructed hic executors to distribute
five russet cloths to provide the poor with clothing and to
give the dyers, fullers, shearuen, and weavers working with
him (mceun operantibus) a good brezckfest and the sum of a

shilling. (2)

An equally important entrepreneurial figsure was the
draper who acted as en iﬁtermediary between the ecloth producer
and the international merchant. ~ Thus, seven of the leading
aulnage payers in 139495 nay be identified on the Reglster
©of Frecmen aé drapers, nonc of whom expcrted cloth nor imported
eshes, glum, madder or wosad. illlam Girlyngton, a prominent
draper of the early fifteenth century who becae a mayor in
1440 and twice fell foul of tho official aulnager of the city
for gelling cloth that had not been aulnaged,(3) end Thames Carr,
2 draper who in 1444 left lecacies ranging frem half a mark to
twenty chillings to six weavers and named a sevenih weaver os

his executor,(4)  slso appear to have had no interest in

(1) LR, 1431-76, II, 542,

(2) Y.P.R. 1I, fol. 373; Chaw, p.97.

(3) K.R.lemoranda Rolls, Recorda 10 Hen.VI, Hilary, rot.1l0,
. &nd Recorde 13 Hen.VI, Trinity, rot.l6 respectively.

(4) Y.P.R. II, £0l.79.
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forelgn trade. ,

Occasionally an entrepreneur would be a master craftsiian -
in one of‘the main cloth-making crafts. Ten of the 160
York freemen paying aulnage in 1394-95 can be definitely
identified on the Register of Freemcn ag weavers, aiihou&h only
three of them paid aulnage on more than two cloths, and two
weavers were recorded in the 1398-99 particular Hull custons
account exporting clocth, one of them - Adanm Helperby -
exporting eight‘cloths{(l) No fullers or shearmen have been
traced shipping cloth from Hull but five members of these
crafts, paying aulnage on six cloths, can be ldentified as
aulnage payers in 1394-95. Some master craftsmen actually
producing cloth were therefore able to market their products,
end en exceptional man in their ranks could enlarge the scale
of his operaticns and rise to social parity with the inter-
national merchant and the draper. Thomas Bracebrigg, a
veaver who in 1394-95 paild aulnage on 33 cloths, became mayor
in 1424 and on his death thirteen years later bequeathed
twenty shillings to the weavers gild, ten shillings to two
weavers of York, and 6s 84 to hls godson who was the son of a

weavery; and Thomas Easingwold, a shearman who pald aulnage

on two cloths in 1394-95, and was mayor a year earlier than

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts,. 159/11.



Thomas Bracebrigg, also revealed in his will, which named a
couple of drapers as his execcutors end bequeathed money to
~two shearmen of the city, his life long interest in the
production of cloth.(l) .

The economié status of the cloth producer varied as
wildely as the functions and the type of the entrepreneur.
Humblest of all the workers, perhaps, and by far the most
obscure, were those who sorted, cleaned, carded, and spun the
wool before 1t was ready for tﬁe weaver - men and women who
‘epparently were not orgenised into craft gilds, were too poor
to make wills, and were rareiy recorded on the Register of
Freemen. (2) In a nore favourable position werc the masgter
weavers, fullers, shearmen, and dyers, who were freemen of the
city, 1like other master craftsmen in York,end possessed their
‘own craft gllds. Some weavers, fullers, dyers, and shearmen

appear to have worked on the entrepreneur's premises as did -

the employees of Robert Colynson in the middle of the fifteenth

century; and it was doubtless the existence of such practices
which led the ehearmen in 1405 to forbid their members to work

in the house of anyone who was not a fully enfranchised member

of their craft.(°) But probably the majority of ﬁaster weavers,

(1) Cooke, A.A.S.R., XXXIII, part i, 164, 166, 171-2, 176.

(2) During the pcriod‘1311-1550, for example, only 3 coumbers,

2 carders, and a wolwynder were recorded on the Register
of Frecren.,

(3) M.B. I, 107,

.
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fullers, sheérmen, and dyers, workedlin their own homes and
themselves employed an apprentiéc and one or two'servants.
It is cleér from the regulations of these crafts in the laté
fourteenth and fifteenth centuries that the master craftsmen,
as in other York érafts, were employérs of lsbour, and en
enalysis cf the 1331 Poll Tax Returns‘in which more than a
huﬁdred weavers, fullers, shearmen, and dyers, were recorded
as heads of femilies, who, as we heve seen, were usually master
craftesmen or traders énd tﬁerefore freemen,(l) suggests that
they were living in their own homes rather than in the houses
of wealthy drapers or merchante. |

The rmacter weavers, fullers, shearmen, and dyers also
fPeQuehtly owned the tools necessary for thelir craft and 6fﬁen.
bequeathed them to servants or relstions. Thus,
Stephen de Gryllington, a dyer; in 1394 bequeathed his lead
vét valued at five marks to his sérvant,vThomas,(z) end
Ralph Sproxton left his brother Richard a vat and four lead
plates. (3) Ricnard Pontefract, a weaver, whose will was
proved in 1401, geve Thomas Castelford 'the best loom of his

craft' in sddition to a belt and a dagger;(4) another weaver,

(1) see page 6-7.

(2) Y.P.R. I, fol. 73.
(3) Y.P.R, III, fol. 461.
(4) Y.P.R. III, fol. 64.

T
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-

Robert Hoton, left his son a loom;(l) and Thomag del Syke,

senior, left his brother's son a tapiterlom on condition that

he completed his apprenticeship with the testator's wife. (2)
Robert Walker, a shecarman who died in 1339, bequeathed his

son, William, a peir of schermanscheres;(S) enother shearman,

Thoras de Thornton, left a pair of chears each to his scrvant

end his friend Thomas Loucysby, and gave the servant in

addition, two tebles for sheasring the cloth with & 'platyngborde

cun un strayte et hawetys' used in his work;(4) and

John de Herpham, a fuller, dled pcoceecsed of a workshop

(domunm mesm esrtificislen) separate from his house containing

two tenters and the other, unspccified, eguipment of his
craft.(s)

The master weaver, fuller, dyer, end sheerman of York wag
therefore probably in a more favourable position than his
counterpart in Florence, where the entrepreneurs of the
industry united in the powerful Arfe della Lana cane

increasingly to own the dye-works, tenter-yards and fulleries

(1) Y.P.R. 1I, fol. 505.
(2) Y.P.R. III, fol. 4.
(3) Y.P.R. I, fol. 2.

(4) Y.P.R. III, fol. 51.
() Y.P.R, III, fcl. 94.
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in which the craftsmen worked.(l) But the biggest contrast
between fhe organisation of the York 1ndustry and the Flemish
and Italian textile industries lay in the political power of .
the entreprencurs and the rclations between employer and
employed. In York, as on the Coﬁtincnt, the’entrepreneur was
a nember of the ruling class, but the master crafteman in a |
textile craft was not, as we have seen, prohibited from selling
cloth, as he was etroad, and neither the wages nor the hours
of work of York's craftsmen were rigorously regulated. Tre
fullers were zlone cmong the York textile crafts in having a
standard rete of payment laid down for their master craftsmen
by the civic authorities(z) and the regulations governing the
crafis nowhere stipulate their hours of work. The open
warfare between the cntreprencurs and textile workers that
plunged Flanders into Civil War in the late thirteenth centﬁry
had no parallel in York end the beli over the cloth hall at
Bruges that summoned the cloth workers to their daily task
would have becen as alien to York as the hanging of a wool
carder, as in Florence in 1345, because he had held public
meetings end incited his fellows to unite.(s) ~

(1) carus-wilson, C.E.H.B., II, 397.
(2) M.B., I, 71. |

- (3) Carus-wilson, C.E.H.E., II, 386, 393.

BTl
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THE_INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF YORK'S 1ERCHANTS

1. York ss en International Port.

Internatioﬁal camerce was-no less important ss a source of

- income to the inhablitants of York thah the'manufacture of cloth.
Tre cloth-msking ~industry its€lf in e large measure relled on the
orerations of York nmerchants abroad; the bowyers, skinners, and
metal workers of the city in part depended on bowstaves, furs

and iron, imported at Hull, and the lot of York's citizens in
general was improved by supplies of foreign timber, fish, fruit,
and wine, and by such varied imports es hats, frying pans,
looking-glasses and card tables. Yet mariners and vegsels of
the city were seldom in direct contact with the Continent; ghips
which éngaged in international trade rarely salled up the Ouse to
York; end 4t was primarily through Hull that York merchants
traded with distant lands.

| The position of York, far inland on a havigable river at

the Junction of the three Ridings, was not in itself unfavourable
for the establishment of an international port. The advantages
of landing forelgn cargoes in the heart of Yorkshire campensated
for the léngthy journey of same thirty miles up the Ouse to York
end in the‘early thirteenth century the city flourighed as a

(1 |
seaport., ) But the size of vessels that could sail up the Ouse

(1) Gras, English Customs System, pp. 221-22.
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to York was strictly limited, although the river was then tidal
as far as the city.(l) Royal custams duties were collected sas
York on only two occasions between 1300 and 1550, and both
experiments were short lived. On the first occasion the
experiment lasted for 'barely seventeen months from: 30 January 1333 =

(2)

7 June, 1334, and &hen York again became a port for the
collection of customs duties in 1339, the grant of royal
authorisation specifically stated that large vessels unable to
reach the city were to be loaded with wool at éelby, some twelve
to fifteenxnileé'down the river, or even at‘Faxfleet, more than
thirty miles from York, where the Trent flows into the HUmber.(a)
A gfant of quayage made to the city in 1377 which laid down the
charges to be levied on vessels calling at the quay near the
monastery of the Friars Minor according to their tonnage, refers

(4)

to the largest ships as those of 20 tuns and over, and some
150 years later when the city was asked to mobilise all its
ships for action against Scotland the mayof wrote to the Duke of

suffolk, the King's Lieutenant General of the North, pointing out

(1) See M.B. I, 1111-1iv, 224-35, for the record of a case held
in the Admiralty Court in the late fourteenth century over
the seizure of a ship less than a mile to the south of York.
The case was heard in that Court on the grounds that the

. Ouse was tidal and 'an arm of the sea'.

-

(2) L.T.R. Customs Accounts 8, m.29d.

(3) C.P. R, 1338-40, p. 393.
(4) C.P.R. 1377-81, p. 65.
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that York had only two vessels capable of going to se2a and that
these, although only 36 tuns aplece, often could not sail down

(1) The '

the Ouse to Hull because the river was too shallow.
larger oceanpgoing_vessels were therefore unadble to reach York
and the wine ships arriving at Hull in the late fourteenth and
the fi?teenth»cénturies with cargoes which often exceeded a
hundred tuns would have beenyccmpletgly incapable of making the
Journey up the Ouse.‘g)_b S

' The merchants of York thus came to rely on ships using Hull
for their contact with the Continent. = On occaslons her merchants
employed more distant English ports. .  York éen sometimes importea
goods such as fiéé end raisins from Portugal at London;(s)
Richard de Wateby, a draﬁer and mayor of the mid-fourteenth
century once imported 100 cloths at goston;(4) and in 1399
Nichola; Blackburn, Thomas Gare, and Richard Russgilg three very
eminent quk citizens, equrted 87 sacks of wool from Newcastlefs)
But an examination of particular customs accounts for these

po?ts_reveals that such instances are rare and suggests that the

(1) York Civie Records IV, 99—100. Letters and Papers, XIX,
R part 1’ no. 109.

(2) K.R.Customs Accounts 159/11, og/s, 61/71, 62/9, 62/17.
(3) See page 103.
(4) C.P.R. 1358-61, p.166.

(5) Bronnen tot de: Geschiedenis van den handel met eland
Schotlend en Ierland, 1160-1485. ed. H.J.Smit,szgﬁ%?‘ﬁﬁs
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foreign trade York men conducted through ports other than Hull
seldom emounted to even five per cent of the value of the foreign
trade they annually handled 1nm££;£ port.

The shipring employed by York merchants at Hull was rarely
owned by them asnd the naster mariners of the vessels that carried
thelr imports and exports were seidom freemen of York.(l) But
despite these apparent handicaps, York merchants played a leading
part in the foreign trade of Hull and they used the facllities of
the port almost as they would have employed those of their native
city.  Her merchants could ride to Hull in less than a day to
supervise the freighting of their cargoes, and bulkykmerchandise
for export was regularly shipped down the Ouse to Hull in emall

barges known as kcels. The citizens of York owned ten of these

barges in 1544 when they were able to provide only two small sea

, (2)
golng vessels for natlonal decfence, and one of the avowed

ohjects of civie policy was to maintain easy navigation of the
Quse. Two commissions were set up in the final quarter of the
fourteenth century as a reccult of complaints by the city that
lendowners whose property bordered on the Ouse were hindering

the passage of ships by erecting weirs to ensure a plentiful

(1) Baced on an examination of the particular Hull customs
accounts, Early Chancery Proceedings and wills in the York
Probate Registry.

(2) York Civic Records IV, 99-100. Letters end Papers, XIX,
" part 1, No. 109. | |
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supply of fish;  a jury of York men shortly before the turn of

the century testified that in the summer months from June to
October, when the level of water in the river was’ofteﬁ very
low, fifteen ships had been wrecked by such weirs between 1375
and 1392 on a chort stretch of the Ouse extending roughiy from
Selby to Goole;(a)' and in 1463 the mayor and aldermen of York
were appointed permanent commissioners of the Ouse, Derwent,
Aire, Wharfe, and Don, with powers to remove obstructions in
these rivers.(a)

In the later Middle Ages the Ouse was, therefore, important

to York only in so far as it constituted a link with Hull, and X

‘1t was primarily through Hull that York conducted her extensive
Anternational trade. The foreign cargoes of her merchants,
imported by eeamen of many lands, wére unloaded at Hull before
diépatch to York, and wool, lead, and c¢loth, weré shipred from
Hull by York merchants in vessels of Newcastle, Hull, Danzig,

Veere, and many other English and foreign ports.

(1) c.P.R, 1377-81, p. 471; C.P.R., 1388-92, p. 272

(2) Public Works in medievgl ng, ed.vc T Flower, 1I, xxiv,
258-55, 258-66.

(3) C.P.R. 1461-67, p. 223.
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2. The Markets Vieited by York's Merchents

1. Countries supplylng imports

York merchants were known over a wide area whose perimeter
stretched from Iceland in the north west to Prussia in the east
and ran from thence in & south westerly direction through the
Low Countpies and Calals to Gascony, the north of Spain,
Portugal, and Andalusia. Yet information sbout the imports of
York mepchants before the end of the fourteenth century is very
Scanty sng it is impossible at a later date to determine the
Value op the volume of trade conducted with any one of these
Countrieg, The relative quantities of various imports and
€Xports at pull, with the exceptiion of wine, wool, cloth, higdes,
and wax, can only be determined for isolated years which may
Not be typical of the period as a whole from the few surviving
Particulap pull customs accounts, and the origin or the
destination of goods peying customs duty is never stated save
in the cage of wool. The port of origin of ships arriving at
Hull op the destination of vessels léaving the port is not
glven gg gt Bristol.(l) and the source of imporis recorded in
the scoounts can thus only be determlned from the nature of the
- Products . g procedure‘ﬁhich is Y??zuhazardous in view of the

| Tunction fuifilled by Flanders as the-ehtrepet for the trade of

Eurepe_

\ L
(1) Carus-wilson, Overseas Trade of Bristol, p.7.
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The nost southerly }egion visited by York men was Andalusia,
where they obtained wine, oll, end dried fruit. No evidence o:
direct trade between Ycrk snd the couth of Spain in the
fourteenth and fifteenth centurieslhas been discovered. ‘ But'the

X more fevourzbdble conditioﬁs for Angib—Spanish trade whichlbperatéd
fram the late fifteenth century until ghortly before the niddle
of the siztéenth century, (1) induced merchents from Hull end York
in the eafly sixteeﬁth century té visit Andalusia and‘eﬁteflthé
luerative trede which was Eeing develeped by their rivals“frdm
London, Bristol, snd Southampien. The earliest Account Book of
Trinitywﬁouse; Hull, records poyments made between 1534 and'1536
for voyages to end frem Spein by Robert Car, William Angyll,
John‘OKey, eand Willism Smyth,vmaster mariners of the porf; to
support their charitedle ofganisatibn of the ﬁoly Trinity Gild;(z)

‘ (1) G.Comell-tmith, Forecrunncrg of Drake, passim.

(2) IL.T.H.Archives, Account Book I, fols. 114, 115, 117, 11s.
Okey was a steward of the G114 in 1532-33 (fol. 113v) and
Car, Angyll end Smyth held office es aldermen (fols. 18, 20,

- 95V, 110V., 114). Iull meriners were cupposed to contribute
to the G114 211 payments received for the lowace and gtowace
(otherwise known as primage) of chips entering end leaving
Hull. lLcowege end gtowape eppesrs to have been the payment

. they rcceived for lozding znd unloading the cargo of the
ship on which they were sailing cnd was in the early
sixtecnth century levied at the rate of 34 per ton.
JeTlckell, The listory of the Town end County of Xincston
uvon Iull, pp. 700=~7C9; The Firat Order Book of the Hull
Trinlty House, 1632-1665, ed. F.W.Brooks, pp. iii-v; .
%.Cai.Libels, 5, the cecond item in one of two unnumbered

unalesg,




the ship of william @rystrofte, a‘Hull mariner, was lost on

the Goodwin Sands when returning from Andalusia soon after the
SWimer of 1534;(1) and a London merchant visiting Cadiz in

1533 wrote 4o Thomas Cromwell stating that four ships had
8rrived with butter and other food from Hull md Lynn that

year because of the high price of provisions in southern SPain.(z)

The Mary Jameg of Hull, the Antony of Newcastle, and the
dohn Baptist of Hull which arrived at that port in the months
Of November snd December, 1540, laden with wine and large
Bmounts of figs and raisins, same of Which’bclonged to
Robert‘Hall, and Robert Paycock of York, may have returned to
Hull direct from that country;(s)‘ and Richerd Thornton who
became 4 freemen of York in 1527 died less than a dozen years

later off the coast of Brittary on a return voyage from sﬁain.(4) |

The'interest of Hull end York men in Spain at that period, foo,
Would pecount for the arrival at York of Gracliemus de Agnero,

8nd Martin goza, who later held civie office as chaiberlain é.nd

sherirp _ tho only two Spanish irmigrants whose presence can i§
definitely be egteblished in the clty during the later Liddle;@ﬁés)lz
T : i
(1) E.c.p, 793/48. |
(2) Connell-smith, p.11; Letters and Papers. XIII,Imrtii No.429 jﬁ

(3) K.R.Customs Accounts 64/15. | | ‘;

(4) E.c.p, g03/18. '
(5) Register of Freemen, I,227, 250, 253; F.Harrison, The §

1
(B

Painted glags of York, p.148; Exchequer, Lay Subsidiea;217/1oa, |

R
i
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Portugal couid offer the same prbducts as Andalusia so0
that 1t is often impossible to tell from which of these
cocuntries a ship laden solely with wine and dried fruit had
arrived. But the fragmentary evidence that 1s aVailaﬁle‘
suggecsts that in the late fourteenth century, when merchagts
from England had begun to visit Portugal in considerab;e
numbers,(l) York meréhants trading wifh the Iberian Peninsula
purchased these goods in Portugal rather than the south of
Spain. Thusg, six York men who had purchased 40 tuns of wine,
15 tuns of o0il, and 200 small barrels of figs and raisins in
Portugal called in at London on their way to Hull in 1588;(2)
the same year Johnlde Brandecsby of York sailed to London from
Portugal with 600 small barrels of_figs and raisins, sold two
thirds of the cargo there, and shipped the remaining 200
barrels to Hull;(s). and nearly seven years later 850 barrelé
of £igs and raisins which had been bought in Portugal by | |
Robert del Crosse of Hull and William Sallay and Walter Beﬁton

of York, were seized at Harflete in Normandy. (4)

~
L

Further to the North, in the Spanish ports on the Bay of

(1) V.M.Shillington and A.B.W.Chapman, The Commercisl Relationg
of England snd Portugal, pp. 46-55, 302.

(2) CQC.RQ 1585-89’ po 568
(3) Ivid. p. 371.

(4) C.C.R., 1392-96, P. 324.-
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Biscay, York merchents sought_mainly supplies’of iron to feed
the highly specialised metal trades of the city.  Imports of
iron alweys constituted & significant part of Hull's imports
and the accompanying Teble, bssed on the four particular

TABLE I

ESTIMATED VALUE OF IRON INPORTS AS A PROPORTION
S5 AT IWPORLS BY VALUE AT HULL, EXCLUDING WINE .°

—~§€FIBd Covered Estimated Value of Imports Percentage
by the value of (1) paylng Poundage value of
Account Iron Imports or Petiy Custom Iron Imports

Uich, 1393-p1ch, 1399 228 3,470 7

Mich, 1471.M1ch. 1472 425 2300 18

Mich. 1525.11ch. 1526 272 . 7,400 4

Mich, 1540-Mich. 1541 296 3,510 8 . !

\_

Custong aecounts covering the years 1393-1399, 1471-1472,
1525"1526, and 1540-1541.(2) reveals that iron cen seldam have
PeLresenteq less then seven per cent of Hull's total imports,

©Xcluding wine. Iron was sometimes imported with other

Hangeatie products direct from Prussia and on many other

OCcagions it was recorded by the customs collectors simply ag

\

(1) The 4 cn average value of 1ls 84 a hund
ron was given &n g undred
weight in 1393-99, and £4 a tun in 1471-72, In 1525-26 and
1540-41 811 cargoes werc valued et the standardised figure

of £2 for 120 ends, which cazprised a tun.

(2) K.R.Customs Accounts 159/11, 62/17, 202/5, and 64/15
respectively.
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'iron', without sny indication as to its origin, in vecsels
that had afrived from the Low Countries with mixed cargoes of
madder, soap, teasels, copper kettles, glass and nercery. But
occacionally ships salled into Hull with cargoes consisting

alriost entirely of Spanish iron (ferrum Ispanum) which must

have been obtained directly from Spain. Spanish iron worth
some £50 was imported in the George of Hull in June 1392; the
Leonsrd and the Janet of Hull, freighted by nine York and a
dozen other English merchants, arrived at Hull during the
months of April and Auguest 1399 laden with Spanish iron valued
at nearly £150; and in June 1453 when the Leonard of Hull
returned to that port its only cargo consisted of five tuns of

Spanich iron;(l) More rarely, it is possible to trace the

~actual purchése of iron in Spain by York merchants, as in 1541, ?
when a Hull mariner gave evidence in the High Court of Admiralty

that some 16 tuns of 611 and 96 ends of iron purchased in

Spain by Williem Man o York had been seized at Hull to meet f
a claim for debt. (2) i
Iron, and figs and raisins, the characteristic products

of Portugal and Spailn, were also imported at Hull in vessels

| arriving from Bordeaux, but the greatest attraction of Gascony

(1) X.R.cCustoms Accounts 59/23, 159/11, 61/71.
(2) H.C.A. Examinations, IV, 10 February, 1541,
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was,. 1ts wine. Vilne was eacily the prineiral 1mp6rt at Hull
end for much of our veriod a significant proportion of the
vine consumed in England was imported there. In the éarly
fourteenth century, before the outbresk of the Hundred Iears'
Jar, lull probably-accounted for nearly a tenth of England's
wine inports, which have been estimated at some 20,000 tuns

a2 year, and by the end of the ceﬁtﬁr& this proportion had
increased, since the quantity of wine annually imported at
Hull wae probsbly no lower than before, whilst Englich imports
aé 2 whole hed declined considerdbly.(l) In the early
fiftecnth century, when continuous statistics of the volume
of wine imports and tﬁe value of other imports become
avalleble, wine accounted for nmore than one third of all
imports by value at Hull and Hull wes, a&s Table II shows, the
third most important centre for the import of wine, well
behind Londoh but‘closely rivalling Southampton in the
quantities of wine it handled annually.(z) Even in the early
slxteenth century, when Hull's wine imports were only half |

the level reached a hundred years earlier,(s) wine represented

(1) M.K,Janes, "The Non-Sweet Wine Trade of England during the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth Centuries" (Oxford D.Phil.Thesis,
1952), pp.56, 101-2, Appendix I, (c), (f). See slso her
article, 'The Fluetuastions of the Anglo-Gaccon Wine Trade
during the Fourteenth Century', Eec.H.R.Second Seriesg,IV.no.2.

(2) Based on E,T.F.C., Tables of Enrolled Customs and Subsidy
Accounts, 13909-1482.

(3) see Appendix B.
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over a quarter of her total imports in terms of value, and

1ﬁ is clear fram the payments made by Hull mariners to support
their Holy Trinity G1ld out of earnings from overseas voyages
to_and from Hull betﬁeen 1461 énd the middle of the sixteenth
century that Bordesux was, after the Low Countries, the aresa

most frequently visitedbe Hull mariners and ships sailing

TABLE II

THE MAIN ENGLISH PORTS FOR THE IMPORT OF WINE
IN THE EARLY FIFTEENTH CENTURY

o Tunnage of Sweet and
. Port = Red Wine imported

Boston ‘ ' 3,200
Bristol _ 15,260
Hull | 14,300
Ipewich : 2,800
London 58,700
Lynn ' | 4,300
Sandwich | | 5,300
Southampton ’ 16,500
Yarmouth 2,600

Total 120,200

from Hull. (1) york merchents pPlayed a leading part in the wine

(1) HT.H, Archives, Account Book I, passim.
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trade of the port. It is impossible to deternine what
proportion of the wine imported at Hull was shipped by quk
merchanta before the f£inal quarter of the fourteenth century,.
but from that daté to the middle of the sixteenth century‘they
regularly imported some 30 per cent of the wine arriving
there, and towardé the end of the fourteenth century, whén
Hull's wine imports were probably at a level far higher than
that resched during subsequent years of our period, some 50
citizens of York were annually engaged in its 1mport.(1)

The wine ships frequently carried‘no other cargo, but
sometimes small consigmments of other goods - mainly rosin
and Spanish iron - werc imported in the same vessel. Thus,
canvag and iron valued at £21 were impofted 1n the Margaret of
Lynn in 1384 in addition to 25 tuns of wine;(z) the George of
' Hull vhich arrived there in June 1453 with more than 200 tuns
of wine was also carrying 9 stones of rosin and 1% tuns of
iron worth a cambined sum of £6;(5) and the Peter and the Mary
of Hull which sailed into that port in lMay 1467 with 162 tuns

of wine were carrying as the remainder of their cargo 7 tuns
of iron, (4)

(1) see Appendix C, Tables IV and VI.
(2) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/8.

(3) 1bid. 61/71.

(4) 1via. 62/9.
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An equally important subsidlary cargo of the wine ghips
L Wwas woad from the region of Toulouse, whence English merchants
were obtaining the bulk of their woad imports after the
mlddle of the fourteenth century.(l) ‘The evidence of the
particular customs accounts suggects that merchants trading
through Hull imported woad mainly from the Low Countries
with mixed cargoes of teasels, madder, alum, soap, glass,
garlic, mercery, and papcr. But occasionally ships carrying
e large cargo of wine arrived at Hull with woad which had
probably been grown near Toulouse. The Mary of Huli vhich
entered the port in the sumer of 1461 was carrying rosin
valued at £2 and 1% tuns of woad valued at some £10 in
addition to 63 tuns of wine;(2) the Peter of Hull which
returncd to Englend in February 1518 had a cargo consisting
of 139 tuns~of wine, 3 cwt. of rosin and 39 bales of Woad;(s)

and the Mary George and the Jesus of Hull on their arrival in

the Humber in June 1526 were each carrying 7 bales of woad,

with cargoes otherwise camposed of wine.(4)

(1) E.M.Carus-wilson, 'La guéde frangaise en Angleterre: un
grand cammerce du Moyen Age', Revue du Nord, XXXV, 103-4,

See also Medieval Merchant Venturers, p.257 by the same
author,

(2) K.R.Customs‘Acgounts 62/1.
(3) Ibia. 202/4.
(4) Ibid. 202/5.
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- The most northerly reglon visited by York merchants was
Icelend. During the fourteenth century English merchants
no longer traded with Iceland as in the twelfth and early
thirteenth centuries.(l) But the étriking Yechnical
improvements in English shipé and the energetic search by
English merchants for new markets for the rapidly expanding
English textile industry and new sources of raw materials and
foodstuffs in the second half of the fourteenfh century, lald
the basis for a revival of interest in Iceland; DbYoth as a
market for English cloth and as a source of salted fish, in
place of Bergen - the export staple for all fish caught off
the coasts of Norway, Iceland and other dependencies ruled
by the Danish King. It is therefore not surprising that
English merchants in the early years of the fifteenth century,
when they had been virtually excluded from the Norweglan
market by the Hanse, sought to conpensate for this loss by
trading direct with Iceland in defisnce of the Danish King. (2)
The King of Englend by Act of Pafiiament in 1430 had also
finally forbidden Englich voyages to Iceland, but during the
gecond and third gquarters of the fifteénth century, mefchants‘

from Bristol and from Hull, Lynn, and other East coast ports,

(1) Carus-wilcon, kerchent Venturers, pp. 98-101.
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evaded these regulations secretly or by the oben purchase of
royal licences of exemption, and regularly visited Iceland,
supplying her varied needs of food, metal goods énd cloth and
returning with cargoes compbsed almost wholly of stockfish. (1)
A number of York merchants were active in this trade.
Thomas Crathorne, who subsequently beccame mayor of York, and
Henry Dawtre and Richard Todd, two other merchants of the
‘city, were among the 23 Englisimen accused of a variety of
crimes in Iceland between 1420 and 1425 by the Danish .
governor, lannes palsson. (2) Thomas Danby, a future mayor,
~exported cloth, beer, osmund and kettles.to Iceland in the
Cuthbert of Berwick which sailed fram Hull in June, 1431; he
was caught smuggling uncustomed goods there five years later,
and on Pis death he bequeathed a silver spoon made 1n Iceland
to a fellow aldenman.(s) John Lillyng, a.prrominent merchant
who conducted the negotistions in London which secured the
York Merchant Adventurers their royal charter in 1450,(4) was
only three years earlier reprimended by the aldermen of th

S

city for deliberately disguising landyren as osmunds for .

(1) carus<wilson, Merchant Venturers, p. 109 et scqg.

(2) Dipl. Island. IV, no.381. Dipl. Norv. XX, part i, no.757.

(3) See his biography in Appendix E.
(4) York Mercers, pp. 33=35.
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expoft to Iceland,(l) and William Todd and Richard York who
both held office &s mayor, became involved some 50 years
later in a lewsuit concerning 900 stockfish allegedly sold

in Iceland to the agent of Richard York by Richard Pollington,
a York fishmonger who was acting on behalf of William Todd. (2)
Pollington himself was frequently in that country; he
imported 7 lasts of stockfish in the Christopher of Hull in

1453, owned 500 stockfish on board the Hilda of Hull which

sailed into that port nineteen years later,(3) and shortiy
after 1480 he was sued by John Nappet, a merchant of York,
who claimed that he had broken an agreement made in Iceland to
trade for a year with goods valued at 515 belonging to
Nappet's servant and then return this sum, keeping half the
profits.(4)

York merchants, however, never dominated the Iceland
trade as they did Hull's trade with the Baltic or her exports
of wool to Calais; they were content to let Hull men take

the initiative in securing licences from the English King for

(1) Enslish Miscellanies, pe3e
(2) E.C.P. 64/709.

(3) K.R.Customs Accounts 61/71; Dipl.Island. XVI, part 1, no.20.

(4¢) E.Cc.p. 60/91.
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vessels of the port to trade with Iceland;(l) and the ships
that sailed from the Humber to Iceland were freighted mainly
by burgesses of Hull. Thus, eleven of the fiftcen merchants
who were shipping goods in the Katherine of Hull, which was
seized with uncustomed goods bound for Iceland in 1436, were
citizens of Hull, whereas only three came from Yor;;(2) and
the dozen York merchents with cargoes on board the Trinity
end the Mary of Hull, which departed for Iceland in June 1461
with 135 broadeloths and miscellaneous goods valued at £247
end returned three months later with stockfish worth nearly
£500, ownea only a fifth of the total merchandise imported and
exported in these vessels.(a) The sole ship sailing to
Iceland from Hull between Michaclmas 1466 and Michaelmas 1467
was freig@ted by four burgesses of Hull; the TrinitA, the
 Anne, and the Peter of Hull which left the port in June 1470
with cargoes of honey, horse-shoes, barley meal, beer, osmund,
thread, bonnets, and malt, worth nearly £500, were loaded in

the name of eight Hull merchants; and the merchandise carried

(1) Baced on an examination of some dozen Treaty Rolls covering
the period 1442-1470. These have supplied the names of eleven
lull merchants who received licences to trade with Iceland
(Treaty Rolls, 22 Hen. VI, m.9; 29 Hen. VI, m.9; 1 Edw. IV,
m.15; & Edw. IV, mm. 7,8,19; 6 Edw. IV, m.3; 10 Edw. IV,

mm. 5,11). No licences, however, were granted to men of York.

(2) C.P.R., 1436-41, p.294. Dipl.Norv. XX, part i, no. 824.
(3) Dipl. Island. XVI, part i, no. 8.
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by the Hilda end the James of Hull, which sailed from the
Humbér for Iceland in 1472 was also owned entirely by merchants
of the port.(l) |

waards the end of the fifteenth century English trade
with Iceland met with increasing competition from Hanseatlc
merchants(z) and Hull's commerce with Iceland Eegan to decane,
although her fishing vessels may still have vieited Icelandic
waters in undiminished numbers and landed their cargoes at
’Hull exempt from customs duty. Merchants from lull probably
cbnﬁinued to visit Iceland until at least the middle of the
sikteenth century. Edmund Gryngley, Robert Michelson,
Robert Hall, Nicholas Scaffe, snd William Michelson, méster
mariners of Hull, contributed to the funds of the Holy Trinity
G11d between 1485 and 1491 on sccount of voyages to and from
Iceland;(s) Nicholas Palmer in 1493 was able to promise two
hundredweight of fish from Iceland for his entrance to the
York Merchant Adventurers' Company;(4) end in several years

of the early sixteenth century the Hull customs collectors

(1) Dipl. Island. XVI' part.i,'nos. 14’ 16’ 20.

(2) Carus~Wileon, Merchant Venturers, pp. 139-142,

Gryngley was a steward of the Gild in 1469-70 (fol.34v).
and Scaffe held the office in 1493-95 (fol. 56v). The

others served as aldermen of the Gild during this period
(fols. 49v., 53, 56v.) :

(4) York Mercers, p. 85.
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recorded the departure of ships laden with miecellaneoua
cargoes of malt, honey, horse-shoes, cloth, ocmund, laces,
flour, and kettles. which were in great demand in Iceland,
and the return of these ships with aalted‘fieh.(l) But there
seeme little doubt tnat thia trade was only a shadow of its
rormer self and, on the evidence of the cuetoms‘accounte, the
cargoes carried by’merchant ships trading between Hull and
Iceland were seldom worth even a quarter of the value of such
cargoee in the second and third quarters of the fifteenth
century.

Far~more important than Iceland as a eource of imports
were the markets of Pruesia, the Baltic, and Norway. which was
particularly well sumateifbr trade with the English ports
bordering on the North Sea. Icelandic fish had to be
obtained from the Norwegian staple of Bergen before the
developnent of direct English trade with Iceland in the-
fifteenth century, and herrings. timber, and valusble
induetrial raw materials were imported from the Norwegian,
Prussian, and Baltic ports. Imports of osmund to feed the‘»»
metal industry of York were always considerable; copper was
often'imported at Hull; and the supplies of iron from Spain

X were supplemented by Hungarian iron shipped in Hanseatic

¢9) Digl. Ieland. Xvi, part i, nos. 33, 46; part ii, nos. 50,
54’ 61. 67' 700
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vessels. The skinners of York in the late fourteenth century
received furs from Hull, in addition to the supplies they
probably cbtained in London;(l) the dyers of the city used
ashes from the forestsc of Scandinavia and‘Prﬁssia as a mardant;
and the Yofk bowyers, whose work had a high reputetion in the
north of England, in part depended on bowstaves imported from
- the Baltic ports. In 'a yecar of heavy demand in the late‘
fourtcenth century as many as 10,000 bowstaves would be
iﬁportea et Hull, elthough the annual import night on occasions
fall to ecarcely a gquarter of that figure,(z) and the aniiety
of the York bowyefs to obtain regular imported supplies was
demonstrated in 1373 when John Swerde, a bowyer of the city,
obtalned a licence from the King to diepatch six of his
servente to Prussia and stay there four years fashioning
bowstaves for export to York. (3) Food, too, was imported from
the Baltic, ranging from eels, herring and sturgeon to 5eer
and grein, which was needed in times of scarcity in England
end for re-export to Gescony in ships which returned with wine.
In the early fourteenth century 1t seems probeble that

Ay

merchants of Hull amd York pleyed 1litile part in the import of

(1)-See Misc Veale's Ph.D.Thesis, ut supra, pp.522-323, 380-382.
(2) XK.R.Customs Accounts 59/8, 159/11 respectively.
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fish, timber, furs, wax, bowstaves and other:products from
Norwey and the Baltilec. English merchants at that date rarely
penetrated the Baltic, there is no definite proof that they
visited the Skanié fisheries off Demmsrk until later in the
century,(l) and English trade with Norway seems to have been
largely in the hands of men from Lynn, Norwich and Yarmouth. (2)
But by the end of the fourteenth century men from Hull and
York, with other English merchants in search of new markets
for the expanding English textile industry, were visiting
Norway and Skania in inecreasing numbers and rcgularly traded
with the Baltic.(3) ~ John Tuttebury, a future mayor of Hull
in 1395 sufféred losses estimated at nore than £150 when goods
of his were seized by the Hanse off Norway; John Wisdom, a
Hull mariner, was stated to'have lost goods‘worth £300 in a
similar fachion off the Norweglan cosst three years later;

and 1in 1404 same 120 broadcloths, 30 coverlets and other goods
belonging to Robert Gaunt, Henry Hyndley, Robert Feriby,

Richard Bautry, Roger Thornell and other York merchants were

(1) M.Postan, 'The Economic and Political Relations of England
- and the Hanse from 1400 to 1475', E.T.F.C., p.97.

(2) A.Bugge, 'Handelen mellem England og Norge indtil Begyndelsen
af det 15de Aarhundrede', Historisk Tidsskrift, Raekke III,
Bind 4, 59-84; Dipl.Norv. XIX, nos.407-566, paccim.

(3) Postan, E,T.F.C.,p.97. See also his article 'The Trade of
Medieval Europe: the North', C.E,H.E,, II, 244-45.
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arrested at Sandford in the Sound of Norway. (1)  The Skenia
Ficheries were frequently vislited by vessels from Hull in the
final quarter of the fourteenth century and each year during
the months of October and November same ten or a dozen ships
whose conibined cargo represented over a third of Hull's imports
by value, excluding wine, would arrive at Hull laden almost
entirely with herrings save for an occasional small consignment
of beer, wax, eels, or the purses and gloves which were
~carried at that time in the majority of vessels returnihg from
the Baltic., The particular Hull custaus accounts for 1383-84
and 1393-99 record the names of many York merchants importing
herring in these ships‘®) and when on other occasions we
poesess detalls of ships wrecked or plundered whilst returning
from 8kania to Hull, herrings freighted by York rnerchants
often formed pert of the cargo. Thus a ship dbelonging to
Robert Bilgeet of Hull that had been wrecked in 1384 at
Roucliff in Yorkshire when returning from Skanla was carrying
herrings owned by no less than eight York merchants,(3) and a
few years later a vessel of Amsterdsm selzed by Scotemen

whilst hugging the Scottish cosst on the return journey from

-

(1) Dipl. Torv. XIX. no.666; Recesse und Akten, V, 331-2; -
Literae Cantuariences, ed.J.B.Sheppard, 111, 847, 100-101.

(2) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/8, 159/11.
(3) CoP.R. 1331-85, p.505.
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Demmark was laden with 10 lasts of herring belonging to
citizens of York and another 49 1ésts‘which were the property
" of burgesses of Nottingham. (1)

But the main interest of York merchents lay further to the
east on the mainlend of Prussia and egpecially in Danzlg where
many English merchants owned houées. Some nmeasure of their
importance towards the end of the fourteenth century may be
obtained by an snalysis of the claims submitted by English
merchantg for compensation for the lésses incurred in 1385
when the goods of all English merchants in Prussia were
seized as a reprisal for an English attack on six Prussian
. vessels off sWyne.(z) The highest claim submitted by any -
English town was presented by the merchants of Lynn, who
demanded nearly £3,000 - more than a quarter of the total sum
claimed by English merchants, exclusive of compensation for
physical injuries. But the clsims of York merchanﬁs were
only some £100 less than those of Lynn, and the number of York
merchants meking claims was larger than that of eny other town,

reprceenting very nearly a third of the English tfaders who

applied for compensation. N

During the first quarter of the fifteenth century English

(1) C.C.R, 1339-92, p.426.

(2) Postan; E.T.F,C., p;107; Rccesse und Akten, 111, 405-407,
412-414, .
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merchants trading in Norway end Skania met with increasing
oppositioh from the merchants of the Hanse who sought to
exclude their English competitors. Direct”refereﬁces'to
English trade with Skania disappear soon after the beginning
of the century, and English merchants importing fish from
Bergén were' for the most part driven by oppressive export
duties end tiresome restrictions to visit Iceland instead,
leaving the trade of Norway as a Hanseatic monopoly.(l)
English merchants, however, continued to visit Prussia
in considerable numbers until the open outbreak of war with
the Hanse in 1463, despite eeveral major crises in commercial
relations in 1405, the years leading to 1437, and the period
between 1449 and 1454 when the Sund was closed to English'
vessels, (2) The hazards of trade were always consideradble
even 1in times of peace; in 1422 the goods of three York

merchants were arrested with merchandise belonging to seven

merchants of Hull and Beverley on a ship sailing from Danzig, (3)

end John Cuthbert of York was imprisoned for six weeks with
three other English merchants returning from Prussia some four

years earlier in the Hanseatic town of Greifswald where, we

v(l) Postan, E.T.F.C., pp. 142-143:; Carus-Wilson, ilerchent
Venturers, p.108.

(2) Postan, E.T.F.C., pp. 108-135.
(3) H.R, 143176, II, 64-5.
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are told,"théy suffered from the severe cold because it was
snowing’.(l) - But York merchants were not deterred by such
dangers; éoon after 1440 no fewer than 13 merchsnts of the
city trading to Prussia submitted claims for demages inflicted
bty the Haznse amounting to nearly 51,200,(2) and in 1468, on
the’eve of the six years naval struggle with the Hanseatic

League, when the King of Demmark seized a fleet of English

‘vessels in the Sund, one of the ships, the Valentine of

Newcastle, contained the gobds of a score of York merchants

‘who included a dozen former or future mayors of the city.(s)

English trade with Pruscia was perforce interrupted by
the war and for some decades after the conclusion of
hostllities English mercheants, deterred by peace terms which
did nothing to ensure their future protection in Prussia,

seldom visited the Baltic, instead, purchasing their supplies

~of timber, bowstaves, osmund, and ashes, either from Hanseatic

™S

merchants at English ports or in the Low Countries, which thus

beceame easily the most important market visited by English

~

merchants. (4) It is not until almost the second quarter of

(1) Recessze und Akten, VI, 579-80; VII, 397-08.
(2) H.R. 1431-76, II, 54l-dd. |

(3) U.B. 1IX, 369-70.

(4) Postan, E.T.F.C., pp. 137-138, 150-153.
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the sixteenth century, when English véssels were again
entering the Baltic in ccnsiderable numbers,(l) that there is
once more evidence of mérchants from Hull and York regularly
trading with Prussisa. Thus, twelve ships of Hull paséed :
through the Sund into the Baltic in 1528 and another fourteen
in 1537 and 1538;(2) the Trinity House Account Book records
Paymeﬁts by Robert Car, John Meterson, William Gyllamn,

Jemes Johnson, Richard Tailour, and John Cowerd, naster
marinerg of Hull, for various Danzig voyages between 1521 end
1538; (%) and in the months of June and July 1541 the Matthew
of Kewcastle, the Trinity of Beverley, and the Kathérine.of
Kewcastle, arrived at Hull laden with osmund, tar, iron, lime,
achcs, and timber belonging to various Englich merchanfs
including Williem Watson, Willlem Beckwith, Robert Hall, and
Thomas Applcyard of York.(Q) Williem Watson and

Thomas Appleyard on another occasion were unable to dis?atch;

29 fothers of lead to Danzig in the Angell of Emden as they had

(1) N.E.Bang, Tabeller over Skibsfart og Varetransport
gennem @resund, 1497-1660, I, 2-17.

(2) Ibid. tp. 4, 6, 7.

(3) H.T.H. Archives, Account Bock I, fols. 76, 95v., 101v.,
122v: Car, Meterson, and Johnson were aldermen of the
- Trinity Gild during this veriod and Teilour, Gyllam, and
Cowerd held office es stewards (Ibid. fols. 69, 80V.,
87v., 1llov., 117, 122v.) - .

(4) K.R.Customs Accounts, 64/15.
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. arranged becasuse of an embargo on its export and Watson's
brother sold lesd in Danzig on behalf of Henry VIIL. (1) But
desplte this revival York's trade with the ports of the Baltic
end Prussia never regained its former importance, and it was
to the bowlcountries that‘her'merchénis increasingly turnéd
after the middle of the.fifteenth century.

Yorik's trade with the Low Countries even before the middle
of the fifteenth cénturvaaé no iesé imbbrtant than hef}trade
with the ports of Prussia and the Baltiec. Long before their
large séale penetration of the Baltic towards the end of the
fourteépth centufy ﬁnglish merchénté had been active in
Flanderg, supplying the Flémiéh textile industry with same‘of
the English wool which 1t annually consumed in large quantities
and importing some of the Elemisb cloth then in great demand in
Englandf(z) Amongst the English merchants visiting the Low
Countries in the early fourteenth century may be discerned a
number of men from York. Adam de Kyngesson of the city was
one of the English merchants who cbmplained in 1319 that cloth
end other goods which they were shipping from Sluys had been

N

stolen on the voyage to Hull; the goods of Richard de Brikenhale\‘

(1) York Mercers; PP. 185;56; Letiers and Papers, xxx,f
- part i, no. 1334. . .

(8) Carus-wilson, Merchent Venturers, pp. xiv, 242. See also
L.J.Buyse, "The Market for Flemish and Brabantine Cloth in
Englend from the Twelfth to the Fourteenth Century"
(London M. A.Thesis, 1955), pp. 161-172.
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enother York merchant were seized at Sluys in 1336; and 1in
1337 Henry Goldbeter, who:becamgkmayor of York 9 yeers later,
' was sald to have lcst more thanvssoo through the seizure 6f o
' his'goods at Bruges and.SIuys.(I) Henry de Belton a;wealthy
wool exporter‘and contenporary mayor also had qonneétions with
the Low Countries.  He was one of the English merchants in
Bruges ordered by the king in 1332 to relesse the wool that
' Zthéy had taken from a merchant of Bridgnorth;(z) he owned
part of the cargo of a ship laden with cloth, armour, and other
g00ds which was detained by, the balliffs of Blakéney in Norfolk
on 1ts way from Swyne to Hull shortly before Octoﬁer 1584;(5)
and in 1337 he and Goldbeter were members of the Syndicate of
English merchants who contracted to purchase 30,000 sacks of
.wool 1in Englend and export them to the.Low Countries to finance
the early stages of the Hundred Years Wér.(4)'

The original establishment 6f the Staple a@ Caléis in
1363 and 1ts final consolidation there in 1591,(5) meant that

. the English wool exporters no longer served the needs of their

(1) Co Co Ro 1318‘25 9 po 163; Cc C. R- L557—59, ppo 74. 527-280
(2) C.C.R. 1330-33, pp. 466-67. | -
(3) C.C.R, 1333-37, p. 348.

(4).S.B.Terry,’Thé Financing of the Hundred Years War,
. 1337-1360, pp. 6-3; C.C.R. 1337-39, pp. 148-150.

(5) Lipeon, 1I, 561-62.



125

customers in Flanders by direct trade with that country, ﬁut

it is clear from perticulsr Hull eustoms accounts of the late
fourteenth century that York men were then visiting the Low
Countries ih conslderable nunbers. One in every three or four
ships whose arrival is recorded at Hull in the particular
custors accounts of 1585-1684, 1591-1592, and 1393-1399, was
'laden with miscelleneous cargoes containing madder, alum, soap

(smigmates), mercery, paper, ba*terx, kettles, hats and garlic,

and ocecaslonally much rarer itenms such as a barrel of rice or
en image of the Virgin Mary found their way to Hull. Woad wes
a very important cargo, and the particular customs accounts
suggest that York merchents were obtaining their supplies of
the dye mainly from the Low Countries, and especlally from
Brabant, which had become &n important source of supply for
Englich merchants as the woad trade of Picardy steadily
declined dquring the Hundred Years' War.(l) Thus, virtually
‘the whole of the woad imported at Hull in 1383-1384 end
1391-1392, emounting to some 400 tuns, arrived in mixed cargoes
ef the type usually imported from the Low‘Countries, aud'lOQ
‘tuns, representing nearly palf of the woad whose origin was

indicated in these two years, were deccribed specifically as

woad of Brabant. .

(1) Carus-wilson, Revue du ﬁord.XXXV, pp. 101=2,
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Trade between.York and the Low Countries continued to
flourlsh in the early years of the fifteenth century. Five
ren ol the city in 1417 borrowed £100 from & merchant of ‘
Dordrecht; (1) willian Ee ety of York during this period was in
the heblt of purchasing goods in.Flanders for various other men
of the city at their own rick and charging them a shilling in
the pound for his servicés;(z) and ﬁhe Lﬁrd of Veere wrote to
York in 1421 for redress for an attack made by English séilors
on one of his seamenzalthough the delinqnents were men of Huli‘
and Newcastle over whom, as the mayor ppinted out in his reply,
York‘had no coﬁtroi.(s)

In the second half of the fifteenth century the 1mportance
of York's trade with the Low Countries increaced since in
cormon with other English mgrchants they visited this market
in incressing numbefs as they endeavoured to compensate for
thelr virtual exclusion from the Baltic and for the decline in
thelir wine 1mports after the loss of Gascony. The York
Merchant Adventﬂrers régularly orgenised the dispatch of ships
leden with cloth ﬁo the Low Countries;(4) some two—thirds of

(1) ®.B. II, 82.
(2) C.P.R. 1416-22, p.86

(3) M.B. I1I, xxvii, 186-88.

(4) York Mercers, passim. See’ also the unpublished Account
Rolls of the Company.
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the payments made by Hull mariners to their charitable
organisation of the Holy Trinity Gild between 1461 and the
middle of the’sixteenthyéentury were, in nearly every year for
which detailed zcecounts exist, made on behalf of 'Zeeland
voyages'; and the majority of ships arriving at Hull came
from the Low Countries with mixed cargoés more valuable and
more varied than the cargoes of ships returning from there at
the end of the fourteenth century./ Imports of soap at Hull,
which were then worth less than £100 a year, exceeded £350 in
value in both 1525-26 and 1540-41, and glass, hops, end paving:
tiles, which were rare imports at the beginning of the
fifteenth century, now arrived in considerable quantities.(l)
English merchants as a whole succeeded in this attempt to
compensate for their eiclusion from the Baltic and their
diminished trade with Gascony. English cloth exports during
the last five years of Edward IV's reign exceeded the high
level reached shortly before the middle of the century, when
English cloth exports had surpassed all previous peaks,(z)
end it has been estimated that the value of miscellaneous’
goods imported by English merchents in the years 1479-82, when

English trade in general had recovered from the severe

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/8, 159/11, 202/5, 64/15. -

(2) CaruséWilson,‘E@fchant'venturers, p.xix, and graph.
facing p.xviii, '
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depression of the ﬁhird quartér of the century; was some
£120,000, more than double the valué of such imports in
»1446-48, 1mmed1atcly before the slump began, thus amply
coripensating for a decrease of soue £10,000 in the value of
English wine imyorts.(l)

Yet although the value of goods handled by English
merchants was no lower than before the setbacks to Engliéh |
commerce in Gascony and Prussia, it is clear that the relative
importance of the various groups‘of English merchants ehgaged
'in foreign trade had changed considerably and that London |
merchants played the najor part in.the expansion of English
trade with the LOWICOuntries at the expense of merchants frcm
Hull, York, Lynn, and other previncial ports of Eastern
England., In the early yearsvof the fifteenth century it
seems likely that London merchants alréad& constituted the
largest group of English ﬁerchahts trading with the Low
Countries(2) ani by the end of the century they dominated the
éommercial policy of all English merchants tréding there and
drew to themselves sn increasing proportion of Engiish trade.

Thg merchants of York and all other English towns North of the

(1) Gray. F-T F Co [ pp. 18, 30’ 56. ‘

(2) See for exemple N.J.M.Kerling; Comnercial Relations of
_ Holland end Zeeland with England from the late Thirteenth
: Century to the close of the M Middle Ages, PDe 145-150,
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Trent as late as 1478 successfully maintained their right to
elect‘é goﬁernor in the Low Countries independently of the
governor chosen b& thevLondon men,(l) but the charter granted
by Henry VII in 1505, which consolidated the'organisation of
the English Merchant Adventurers in the Low Countrieé finally
reversed this décision and stipulated that one governor was to
be elected by all English merchents treding there.(2) London
men were thus able, by virtue of their wealth and numbers, to
dominate the conduct of English irade in the Low Countries
with officlal approval; the éovernor of the Merchant
Adventurers'ICOmpany was invariably & Londoner, end the
English Headquarters of the organisation wag in Lonéon whére
all important decisions of policy were taken, often it would
seem, in the absence of members from provincial towns and
perhaps in defience of their interests. (3)

: York merchants thus occupled a subordinate position in
Engliesh trade with the Low Countries in contrast to the
leading role they had once played in English trade with
Prussia, end tﬁéy failed to increase their trade w;th the Low
Countriesg sufficiently to compénsate for the loss of their

.

(1) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturere, P.173; York Mercers,

(2) Carus-Wilson, Merchent Venturers, p.l75.
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trade with Pruseia.' ‘The value of merchandise paying'poundage
at Hull betmeen 1487 end 1497 was less than half the figure
resched between 1427 and 1447 in the years imu‘ediately |
preceeding the severe depressicn of the third quarter of the
century."andvexports of cloth from Hull smounted to less than
16,000 cloths as compered with more than 55,000, (1) At the
turn of the fifteenth century, between 1497 end 1507, when
Englieh cloth exports reached neu heights and trade in
miscellaneous merchandise was extremely flourishing,(z) the
value of goods paying poundage at Hull was ten per cent higher
than in 1437-47, although exports of cloth were still
considerably below their mid century level. But thereafter,
exports of cloth from Hull and the value of goods raying
poundage there steadily declined, until in the middle of the
slxteenth century York nerchunts trading with the Low
Countries had lost much of the ground that they had gained by
the end of the fifteenth century.

York merchants therefore obtained a wide renge of imports
from many different sources to meet the varied needs of their
fellow citizens and customers thrcughout the North of England. .
The extent of their trade was probably greatest‘in the final

-

(1) sce Appendix B.

(2) Caris-Wilson, Merchant Venturers, graph facing p.xviii;
Ramsey, Ec. H.R., Second Series, VI, 178-181.
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quarter of the fourteenth centurvahen they imported wine and
dried fruit from Gascéﬂy end Portugal, iron from the North of
Spain, herrings, codfish, furs, bowstaves, timber, ashes, and
osmuhd from Norway end the ports of the Baltic, and from the
Low Countries, which might also supply these goods by virtue
of its function sg the entrepﬁt of Europe, were drawn such
diverse products as madder, WOad. alum,'soap. parer, mercery,
kettles, hats, and garlic. In the early fifteenth century
Iceland was opcned up as a new sourcé of ccdfish when the
Hanse virtually excluded English merchants from Norway, and at
the beglnning of the sixteenth century York men probably made
regular voyages to Andalusia for the first time, but in
general the trade of York merchants during the fifteenth ana
early sixteenth centuries declined. They were driven from
the.Skania fisheries by the Heanse; . their imports of wine were
much reduced after the capiure of Bordeaux by the Frehch in
1453; the Prussian market where they had once played a
leading part in English trade wes lost during the third
quarter of the fifteenth century and was only partially
recovered in the second quarter of the sixteenth century; and
in the Low Countries to which English‘merchaﬁts increassingly
turned after the middle of the fifteenth century York merchants
were unable to compenséte for theee losses and had soon to play

a very subordinate role to the merchants of London.
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II. Markets for exportis.

In return for thece diverse importis from many shores, the
expofté éf York mérchants‘during the late fourteenth, the
fifteenth,and the early sixteenth cehturies, when particular
accounts of poundage are available to permit a study of the
miscellaneous goods exported from Hull by native as well as
allen merchants, consisted‘mainly of wool and cloth.  The
1mportance-of‘thése t&o comnodities in English foreign trade in
general has often been observed, but the fortunes of Hull's
export tfade in cloth aﬁd wool differed to a considersdble
extent from the general English experience. Thus, it is clear
from Table III that the export of wool . was, for most of our
period, the ﬁore important of the two branches of trade. In
the late fourteenth century when Hull's cloth exports were at
their peak they were worth perhaps only a quarter of her
exports of wool and represented in terms of the weight of wool
probably used in their construction, about a fifth of the
quantity of raw wool then exported from the port; yet for the
couniry as a whole the weight of wool exported in the form of
cloth was then equal to very nearly hzlf her exports of raw

wool. (1) At a 1ater date the fortunes of merchants exporting

(1) Carus-wilson, Merchant Venturers, p. 256. The figure of
81 1bs of wool per cloth used by Professor Carus-wilson
(p. 250, n.2) has been adopted here.




TABLE III

ESTIMATED VALUE OF WOOL AND CLOTH EXPORTS FROM HULL

PER DX DECADE 155191547 (1)
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Total
&

Decade (2) WOgl (5) Clgth (4)

1357 - 1367 256,400 11,500 267,900
1367 - 1377 186,400 18,600 205,000
1377 - 1387 159,500 40,400 199,900
1387 - 1397 222,400 . 56,400 278,800
1397 - 1407 162,100 38,500 200,600
1407 - 1417 174,500 32,500 207,000
1417 - 1427 216,500 854500 250,000
1427 - 1437 116,200 44,000 160,200

1437 - 1447 92,700 52,200 144,900
1447 - 1457 76,800 36,700 © 113,500

. 1457 = 1467 24,500 18,000 42,500
1467 - 1477 - 30,500 18,200 48,700
1477 - 1487 17,000 37,700 54,700
1487 - 1497 11,400 22,700 34,100
1497 -~ 1507 16,400 38,000 54,400

1507 - 1517 18,900 22,100 . 41,000
1517 - 1527 22,400 14,300 36,700

1527 - 1537 6,100 12,200 18,300

1537 - 1547 . 5,200 10. 200 15,400

(1) The values have been rounded to the nearest hundred units.
For the sources used 1n constructing the Tdble eee

Appendix B.

(2) The decadal totals given run from Michaelmas, the
beginning of. the Exchequer year, in the year commencing

the decade to Michaelmas ten years later.

(3) Valued et £35. a sack.

(4) Valued at 30 shillings a broadcloth'
been omitted.

worsted cioths have
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wool and cloth from Hull diverged still more markedly from the
fortunes of English wool and cloth exporters as a whole. Total
English cloth exports had some years before 1450 passed the
high level achieved during the closing years of the fourteenth
century and this, combined with a further fail in wool exports,
meant that exports of wool in the form of cloth exceeded those
of raw wool;(l) but at Hull cloth only became of greater
importance in the final quarter of the fifteenth century
because of the continued fall in Hull'es wool exports rather
than as a result of a steady expansion of her exports of cloth.
Hull was therefore in the days of her greatness primarily a
wool exporting port, with Calais as her principal éxport
market, and it is clear from‘the analysis of the particular
Hull customs accounts for 1398-99, 1430-31, and 1471-72, made
in the Tables ovcrleaf(z)that;thagpods imported there were,
until the early sixteenth century, to a large extent paid for
indirectly throu;h the channels of multilateral tradérrather
than by the cloth and miscellaneocus goods exported by hérvrh
merchants. Englich cloth by contrast was supplied to each'

region visited by York men. It was until the early sixteenth

(1) Carus-wWilson, Merchant Venturers,bp.x1x~XX»and graph
facing p. xviii.

(2) Based on K.R.Custous Accounts 159/11, 61/32, and 62/17,
respectively. The quantity of wool exported in 1393-99
was determined from L.T.R. Customs Accounts 14, m.13.
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TABLE IV

{
1
THE BALANCE OF TRADE AT EULL LICH. 1393- MICH. 1599.( )

TIPORTS EXPORTS
£ : £
. Wool .o .o . 12,220
Wine *» * @ . e 6,096 Cloth e o . e . ® 2’766
Miscellaneous goods 3,470 liiscellaneous goods 460
Total 9,566 Total 15,446
TABLE V

THE BALANCE OF TRADE AT HULL 1fICH.1430 - MICH. 1431

1L PORTS EXPORTS
£ £
WOOl L3 e o 16, 155
wine * e LN ] LN 2 5 ’936 Cloth LN ) LN 4 * o 4,495
Miscellaneous goods 6,160 Miscelleneous goods 870
Total 10,096 Total 21,520
TAELE VI

THE BALANCE OF TRADE AT HULL MICH.147]1 - MICH.1472

Ii{PORTS ‘ | EXPORTS
£ 2
“JOOl LN 2 LK 1 ® ® 6’550
Wine .. LN LN 3 2’562 Cloth . » L3N J LR 1’260
Miscellaneous goods 2,300 iscellanecus goods 1,470
Total 4,832 , Total 6,060

(1) In this and the two following Tables wool has been valued
at £56 a sack, wine at £4 a tun, and broadcloths at 30s.each.
Exports of hides and worsted cloths, very minor items in

Hull's foreign trade, have been omitted,
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century the principal export from Hull except wool and its
relative importance cannot only be measured in terms of value
since it was the need for new markets for cloth that in part
led York merchants to penetrate the Baltic in the late
fourteenth century.
The other caomponents of Hull's export trade, as Table VII

suggests, were of little importance until the late fifteenth or

early sixteenth centuries, and were mostly goods not intended

for general export but directed towards a particular market.

TABLE Vil

ESTIMATED VALUE OF WOOL AND CLOTH EXPORTS as A (1)
PROPORTION OF ALL EXPORTS BY VALUE FROM HULL.

Estimated Estimated . Percentage ",

Period covered value of wool vygjye of all value of %odié

- by the account and cloth exports and cloth

exports exports

£ £ .
Mich.1393-Mich.1399 14,986 15,446 oo
Mich.1430-Mich.1431 20,650 21,520 96
Mich.1471-Mich.1472 4,590 6,060 76
Mich.1525-Mich. 1626 3,246 . 4,493 . 72

(1) Hides and worsted cloths have been omitted.  The wool
: gashPeen valued at £5 a sack and broadclotha at 503.
ac
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Miscellaneous cargoes of malt, honey; flour, butter, beer,
horseshoes, nails, osmund and cloth, which might be worth
nearly £500 1in a year, wqré annﬁglly exported to Iceleand to
savisfy the needs of a countrj lacking natural wealth except
for its fish, and gfain and herring were exported with small
’qﬁantities of peas, bezsns and sélted hides to the people of
Gascony whose specialisation in the production of wine left
them pééuliarly dependent on foreign supplies of cloth, fish,
and corn. No less than 5,000 quarters of corn were exported
to Bordesux from Hull in 1346-47,(1) and in the third decade
of the fifteenth century william Gaunt, William Yarom,
Thomas Benson, Willieam Gayregrave, and Robert Chépman,
merchants of York who received licences to ship 800 quarters
of corn overseas despite the'official ban on its export, may
a8lso have been taking it to‘that city.(z) The fragmentary
evidence of the particular Hull customs accounts, however,
suggests that grain exports fluctuated considerably and corn
Was perhaps only shipped abroad in.quantity whén there was
femine or some special emergency in Gascony. Thus, éxpcrts

of corn amounted to only 204 quarters in 1450-31,¢3) and were

(1) N.S.B.Gras, The Evolution of the Englich Corn Miarket, p.287.

(2) K.R.Memoranda Rolls, 7 Hen.VI, Recorda, Trinity, rot.7.

8 Hen.VI, Recorda, Mich, rot.3, 33; Recorda, Trinity,
rot. 1, 6, ‘

(3) K.R.Customs Accounts 61/32.
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st11l lower during the periods Mich. 1464 to 18 March, 1465,
and 5 Feb. to 18 June, 1471; yet very nearly 3,300 quarters
were exported between 13 Merch and Mich.1465. (1) Imports of
corn, too, could be substantisl; in the year 1541-42, |
2,600 quarters of grain were impcrted, and some of the grain
shipped to Gascoay from Hull may well have been originally
imported from the Baltic.(z)

. Herrings werc dispeatched overcess more regularly,,fér
the substantial quantities imported by York merchants from
the Skanis fischeries in the Baltic afforded an adequate basils
for an active export trade to Gescony énd exﬁorts must often
have exceeded 40 lasts worth some £130 in‘a vear. (8) The
exclusion of Englich merchants fgom the Skanla fisheries and
the consequent cgevere reduction in herring‘imports, seems to
have destroyed this flourishing re-export trsde, but at its
height herrings represented the most important and regular of
the miscelleneous commodities exported from Hull.

The remaining exports which ranged fron Teathers to the ﬁn'ée

tables of alabaster exported by William Fland of Hull in 1466, (4)
vere, with the exception of lead, dispatched sbroad only in fairly emall

(1) Gras, Englich Corn Market, p. 287
(2) Ivia. p. 274.

(3) Exports in 1393-99 armounted to 40 lasts, valued at en
fycrage of ncarly £4 e last; in 1450-31, 62 lasts
ull® and 11 lasts spawned herring valued at £4 and £2
the lact recpectively were exported.

(4) k.

R.Cusctans Accounts 62/9.



139

quantities. Timber, wex, end wine were occaslionally re-

exported and in 14830-31, 108 dickers of pouches worth £1 a

dicker, were shipped from Hull;(1l) but the only regular

export wes coal which had perhaps arrived from Newcasﬁle in

coastal vessels. The amounts exported were very small but

shipments are recordéd in nearly all the years for which

particular customs accounts survive and exports, as in

1430-31 and 1530-31, sometimes exceeded 100 chaldrons.(z)b
Towards the end of the fifteenth century considerable

quantitics of lezd asccompanied thé geupplies of cloth which

found their way to evéry market. Exports of lead from

Hull which had bcen worth less than £100 a year before the

riddle of the fifteenth century increasecd tenfold by the esarly

Jears of the sixteenth century and scarcely a chip sailed

from Hull that did not include leademongst its cargo.. Nearly

every York merchant trading in Hull shipped lead ebroad; as

Tables VII and VIII tshow, it was by value, after the second

decade of the sixteenth century, almost as important as

the wool and cloth exported from Hull, and some York

merchante recorded in the partiéular customs sccounts for

1525-26, ond 1540-41, exported nothing else. The majority

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 61/32.
(2) Ivia. 61/32, 64/10.
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-

TABLE VIIX

VALUE OF_LEAD EXPORTS AS A PROPORTION OF ALL EXPORTS
EY VALUE FROW HULL, EXCLUDING WOOL, CLOTH, AND HIDES

Value Velue of all . pepcentage
Period covered ‘of lead exports except . vyalue
by the account exports wcol, cloth, of lead
Mich. 1398-liich. 1399 13 | 460 3
Mich. 1430-Mich. 1431 88 870 10
mich;1466-mich.1467 321 : 443 72
‘Mich.1471-l1ch, 1472 1,087 1,470 . 7!
 Mich.1525-lich, 1526 1,057 1,247 | " 85
Mich.1531-Mich. 1532 1,905 1,993 - 96
" Mich. 1540-ifich. 1541 1,036 1,171 83

o the lead was probably disbatched to the Low Countries. A
list of chips due to sail for the Conﬁinent with lead befére
the’king had imposed an embargo on 1ts export, drawn up by

the York Merchant Adventurers towards the middle of the
sixteenth century, indicates that three of the vessels, carrying
65 fothers of lead, were destined for Bordeau# and énother;

with 29 fothers for Danzig, whilst the remaining six ships

laden with 307 fothers were bound for Flanders. (1)  some

(1) York Mercers, Pp- 135-36.
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indication of the large quantities of lead being exported to
the Low Countries earlier in the’century is given in a letter
sent to the York Merchant Adventurers fron Antwerp by the
governor of the English Merchant Adventurers' Company
complalining that the York men in the summer of 1510 had 1gnored
the regulations requiring every merchant adventurer who
intended to sell his goods in the Suﬁmer Mart to have them
ready for shipment by a‘certain day and.had after this appointed
time made verious‘voyages to the Low Countries, shipping lead
in such quantities that it was of 'litell reputation and
value'.(l)

The pattern of York's export trade thereforeAdid not
necessarily correspond with that of her imports anﬁ the wooi
that constituted the major export of York merchants until the
later fifteenth century found its way to only one of the
major marketc from which they drew their 1mports. ~ But York
merchants nevertheless supplied all their markets with cloth

end later lead, and catered for the special,needs of Iceland

‘and Gascony.

(1) York Mercers, pp. 123-24.



8. The ghare_of York I Merchants in Hull'g Foreign Trade

Some meagure of the important part played by York's

merchants in the forelgn trade of Hull during the late

fourteenth, the fifteenth, and the early sixteenth centuries

may be obteined by &n snalysis cf the extani particular

custang gecounts. Bub the role of York merchants in Hull's

' foreign trade during the first 70 years of the fourteenth

century ig much more difficult to determine, since records

of the cloth exported b¥ individual English merchants were

not kept bvefore 1347, when & tax was for the first time

imposed on native cloth exports, and detalls of the wine and
miscellanccus gooda pendled by individual native merchants
at Engligh ports were not recorded with any regularity until

the intpoauction of the gubsidies of tunnage and poundage as

& Normal method of raising revenue during the reign of

Richarg 17. (1)

It is, however, clear that in the export of wool, the

one impertant brench of Hull's foreign trade in which we

can determine the size of individual cargoes 1n the early

fourteenth century, York merchants played little part,

although WOO]. was, at the close of the century, eacily the
nost valusble comrmodity of international trade handled by

142
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(1) Grag, English customsg_Systen, pp. 80-84
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York nerchants at Hull. Alien merchahts dominated the
€Xport of wool as in other English porte at the beginning of
the century(1l) end netive exporters sccounted for only 18,000
Of the 47,000 sacks of wool shipped from Hull between
Michaelmas 1304 and Micheselmas 1311, when the relative |
Wentities of wool exporte& by native and alien merchants may
Tor 4 time be deteﬁnined.(2> York mercbants, moreover; seem
to have been relatively unimportant even when compared with
the Other English exporters; they exported less than 200 of
the 1,300 sacks of wool exported from Hull by English
Merchants between Michaelmas 1324 and Michaelmas 1325,(3) ang
it 3¢ 8ignificant that, in marked contrast to their |
SUCcessors in the second half of the century, only two of the
€lght Mayors of York between 1301 and 1330 can be traced as
Wool eXporters.(4)

A few &ears later there are signs that York merchantsg
heaq begun to take a greater interest in the export of‘wool,
Perhapg partly because York was a staple town between May 1326

(1) E.Power, The Wool Trazde in Enclish Medieval Historx,pp,54_5.
(2) L.T.R. Custome Accounts 2, m.26.
(3) K.R.Customs Accounts 57/11; soee also Teble I in Appendix C,

(4) Th k | d Nicholas le F1
o deness (6 sacks) an emyng
‘ niicﬁg)?e Both appear in en account covering the period
Michaelmas 1309 - Michaelmas 1310 (K. R. Customg Accountg 56/11
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and September 1327 and agein between Scptember 1332 and
Februgry 1354’(1) whilst royal customs duties were collected
there from ganuary 1355 to June 1554. (2) Henry de Delton and
Heary Goldbeter of York were members of the oyndicate of
Engligh nerchants who contracted to purchase 30,000 sacks of
Wool in thig country and export them to the Low Countries to
finance the early stages of the Hundred Years War;(3) and whcn
in Nay 1333, the King seized the wool of the Syndicate lying
3% Dordrecht before the operation was completed, 18 York
merchants’ who were credited with £4,800, were included among
the NMierous English merchants promised £66,000 canpensation
for thcip losses by the remisslon of customs duty on their
futupe wool exports. (%) | |
During the next two decades York merchants in general
haq littie opportunity to export wool. The export or wool
Top gome dozen years after the Dordrecht selzure remained
iITually the monopoly of successive emall groups of very
Flch lierchantg, because of Edward III's need for liquig

(1) LiPson, pp. 557-8; Pcwer, The Vool Trade, pp. 91_2.

(2) L.T.R, Gustoms Accounts, 8, m. 29d.

(3) Te a Wér 6-8
rr ing the Hundred Years s DD. .
C. c.g’ géggfgg,pfp. 148-150. See also G.Unwin, The
EEEEEg‘sf‘ﬁg;ghants, 1336-1365', Finance and Trade
undel‘ Ed\va rd III ’ edo G’u UnNin, ppo 179"190.

(4) c.c. R, 1337-30, pp. 424-35; Terry, op. cit. pp.20-21.
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financlal resources, and although the monopoly was dbroken in
1351, when the resources of these rich merchants were finally
exhausted, a Great Council which met in 1353 was so determined
to prevent a future monopoly of wool exporte that it adopted
- the drastic remedy of prohibiting all English merchants from
exporting wool, thus ;eaving its export for a time entirely
in the hands of alien merchants. (1) |

v But vhen after 1361 the English Company of the Staple,
embracing the majority of English wool exporters, gained
virtually a monopoly of the eiport of wool to Northern Europe;
because Edward III realised that the Company could efford him
a steady and reliable source of loans,(2) York merchants
played an increasingly important part in the export of wool.
In 1363, when Calals was established as the Continental
Staple for English wool exports, John de Gisburne and
Roger de Hovinghan, who later held office as mayors of York,
were two of the aldermen chosen by the Company of the Staple
to rule Calais,(3) and in the final qharter of the century
whep the wool exports of York merchants may egain be'

quantitatively measured, York men comprised the most important

(1) Power, The Wool Trade, Chapters IVJVI, especially
pp. 85-5 97-8, 114-118.

(3) Rymer, III, part ii, 691, 693.
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group of merchants shipping wool from Hull, far exceeding the
level of their exports some 50 years earlier. York merchants
between Michaelmas 1378 and Michaelmas 1379 shipped some |
1,600 of the 2,700 sacks of wool exported from Hull, compared
with a mere 200 sacks between Michaelmas 1324 and Michaelmas
1325, and in the final decade of the century, from 8 December
1391 to Michaelmas 1392, they accounted for nearly half the
3,000 sacks exported.(l)

York merchants were also‘prominent as cloth ‘exporters at
Hull in the late fourteenth century. It is impossible to
determine the extent of changes‘in their foreign trade in |
cloth during the century, but there is little doubt that from
the middle of the foﬁrteenth century York merchants steadiiy
increased their exports of cloth as in common with men of
other Englich towns they soﬁght‘new markets for the rapidly
expanding English textile industry.(2) Exports of cloth from
Hull, which served as an outlet for the cloth made in York
and the West Riding, rose from 8,000 cloths between 1357 and
1867 to very nearly 88,000 cloths between 1387 and 1397, (3)

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts, 59/2, 57/11, 59/24 respectively; the
- names of the exporters with summaries of their cargoes are
.givgn in Tables I, II, V of Appendix C. '

(2) Carustilson, Merchant Veﬁturers} Chapter VI, passim.
(3) see Appendix B. |
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and the evidence of three particular customs accounts for the
late fourteenth century suggests that York merchants seldom -
shipped less than half the cloth annually exported from Hull. (1)
~ York merchants were also very active in other branches
of foreign trade towards the end of the fourfeenth céntury;
they shipped nearly a third of the niscellaneoua imports and
exports paying poundage at Hull from Michaelmas 1393 to
‘Michaelmas 1399, valued,at more than £1, OOO, and in that year,
as in the period 21 June 1383 -~ 27 July 1384, they imported
app?oximately a third of some 1,500 tuﬁs‘of wine arriving at
HU11-(2) A statistical comparisonvﬁith fhé trade of York
merchants at the beginninv of the century is imposslble. . But
here, too, we may surmise that York nerchants hed grown in
importance during the fourteenth century.\ The volume of wine
imported at Hull, in contrast with Eﬁglish ports as a whble,
was probably no smaller than at the beginning of the century,
yet English merchants accounted for mbre then 90 per cent of
the wine imported there as canpared with only 50 per cent
until the eve of thé Hundred Years Waf, when English'mefphants

in general displaced aliens from the import trade 1ﬁ'wihe.(5)

(1) K.R.Customs fccounts, 50/1, 59/24, 159/11; A endix C
Tables III, V, VI. = ’ » 159/ TPPeT ’

(2) Ivia. s59/8, 159/11;"‘Append1x C, Tables IV and VI.

(3) see Miss Jemes D.Phil. Theeis, ut supra, pp. 56, 101-102,
, Appendix I, (¢), (f), and also her article in Ec. H.R.,
gecond Series, IV, no. 2.
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Hence, unless we assume that the York merchants importing ﬁine
were much less enterprising and less fortunate than other
Englicsh wine importers at Hull, it seems reascnable to suppose
that the'voluﬁeiof wine imported by York merchants was somewhat
larger than before. The miscellaneous imports of York
merchants too must surely have increased'as a result of their
search for new mérkets for York cloth,’which took them for the
first time to Prussia in the final quarter of the century.

It is at aﬁy rate clear thailinﬁthe late fourtéenth‘
century York merchants constituted by far the wealthiest group
of men trading at Hull. They handled approximately half the
wooi and cloth exports}of the port an@ a third of fhe wine'v
1mports and the miscellanedus goods peyling poundage, whereas
Hull merchants probably accounted for 40 per.cent of the wine
ilmported there and less than 20 per cent of the wool and
cloth exports.(l) The cambined value of the foreign tréde of
York merchants in 1398-99, when all imports and exports at

-

Hull were worth necarly 525,000; may be conservatively estimated,

(1).Based on an snalysis of the particular Hull customs

~ accounts previously cited. The names of the Hull men
recorded in these accounts have been determined by ‘
-reference to Bench Books I and II and the returns for
a tallage levied in 5 Ric. II to meet the costs of a
~royal charter, in the Archives of Hull Corporation.
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as 1s here shown, at £10,400,(1) and it was almost certalnly
far in excess of the vélue of their foreign tréde at the
beginning of the century, when their woollexports alone were .
probably worth less than £1,000 a year.

TABLE IX

ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE FOREIGN TRADE OF YORK MERCHANTS
| | MICH. 1593 - MICH. 1399.

, F

Estimated value of cloth exports .o .o ee 1,225
Estimated value of miscellaneous ce e ee 112

exports. " v
Estimated value of wool expdrts .e .o “ . ‘ 6.110

(on the assumption that York _

men shipped half the wool

exported from Hull that year).
Estimated value of wine imports. .e oo ee - 1,960
Value of miscellaneous imports. . oo .o 980

Total 10,387

| Shortly after the beéinning of the fifteenth century'
\there are signs that the international commerce of York's
merchantg had begun to decline. It is impossible, in the

absence of adequate particﬁlar.custcms accounts, to determine

,(1) Appe?dix C, Table VI. In estimating the total value of
Hgll 8 foreign trade in this Table and throughout the
chapter, as mentioned in Appendix B, wool has been valued
at £5 g sack, wine at £4 a tun and broasdcloths at 30s.
€ach, whilst exports of hides and worsteds have been

onltted., For exceptions to this rule
ee A d
the individual Tebles in Appendix C. " ppendix B and
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the extent of their share in Hull's foreign trade between the
beGinning end the middie cf the century, except for cloth and

- Beneral exporte in 1430 when York'merchants handled s}ightly
MOre than half of the 3,000 cloths exported. (1) But some
Itagupe of their fading fortunes can be secen by the middle of
the fifteenth century in the downward trend of Hul}'s forelgn
trede, which was prebably worth only £250,000 in the decade
14374 compered with a figure of some £390,000 between 1407
am 1417, (2) Imports of wine at Hull in the decade 1487-47
amounteq to only 10,000 tuns compared with an 1mpgrt of 14,000
tung between 1407 and 1417, and the value of goods paying
Poundege, in part reflecting the exclusion of English
merchents fram the Skania fisheries by the Hanse, stood at
£62,000 1p 1437-47, £50,000 less then in the decade 1407-17.
The decline in the foreign trade of merchants shipping through
11, noyever, mainly reflected the fall in their wool expérts
84 wag g gymptom of the general decline in English wool
€Xports ag the English textile indusiry made a further striking
edvanee towards the middle of the fifteenth century and still
 more Engligh wool was diverted from forelgn to English textilé

\
(1) K.R,Custams Accounts 61/32; Appendix C, Table VII.

(2) Sece -raphs chowing the trend of Hull!
x B for grapis s
' forciEﬁeggéde in wine, cloth, wool, and miscellaneous
goodsbpaying poundage and the estimasted trend of the

total yalue of her forelgn trade.
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Producers for export as cloth.(l) The merchants trading

thrOUQh Hull moreover, in‘contrast with English merchants as

hole, completely falled to compensate for this decline 1n
their wool exports Y ‘increasing their exports of cloth.
Exports of wooi from Hull, which constituted approximately'

half the foreign trade of the port by value in the first

Qarter of the centurys declined from 35,000 sacks in 1407-17

t0 23,000 gacks in the following decade and 19,000 sacks
between 1437 and 1447, whilst Hull's cloth exports shortly
before tne middle of the fifteenth century, when English cloth
eXportg surpassed all pfeiious peéks; represented not even a
return to the level of cloth’ exports achieved towards the end
Of the fourteenth century.

During the third qnarter of the fifteenth century, when
Engligp foreign trade in general was depressed as a result of
the 10gg of Gascony and deteriorating relations with the
Hanse, the international trade of York merchants declined still
further,  pmports of wine at Hull fell from nearly 10,000 tuns
in 1437-47 to 3,000 tuns in 1457-67 at the bottom of the '

' depression exports of clofh fell from 35,000 to less than
13,000 cloths, and the value of imports end exports paying

Poundage wag more than halved. Meanwhile the wool exports of
(1) Carug-wilson, Mgrchant Venturers, pp. Xix-xx.
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a11 merchants shipping through Hull again sharply contracted.
shrinking from 19,000 sacks in 1437=47 to 6,000 sacks 1n the
decade 1467=-T77. York‘merchants during this period continued
to play a‘prcmineﬁt part in Hull’s foreign trade and iq
1466-67 and 1471-72 they accounted for more than half Hull's
cloth exports, between 37 and 43 per cent of Hull's wool
eXPorts, some 40 per cent of the goods paying poundage by value,
and a substantial proportion of Hull's wine imports, ranging
from 28 per cent in 1466-67 to 52 per cent in 1471—72.(1) But
in absolute terms the value of their foreign trade, as is
shown below, probably did not exceed £5,000 in either &ear,
and was far less than at the end of the fourteenth century
TABLE X.

ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE FOREIGN TRADE OF YORK MERCHANTS
MICH. 1466_~ MICH. 1467 AND MICH, 1471 - iICH.1472.

1466-67 -1471-72

-7 £
Estimated value of cloth exports .. 324 710
Estimated value of wool exports oo 2,110 ‘1,280
Value of miscellaneous exports .e a8 387
Estimated value of wine imports .o 536>. wi.328
~Value of miscellaneous imports ... ;;;éé ‘;lggg

‘\ - Total 4.025 4,923

(1) Ehg.gﬁstoms Accounts‘62/9, 62/17; Appen&ix C, Tabies_VIII.
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vhen, as we heve seen, thelr foreign trade was often worth
more than £10,000 a year. “

In the finsl quarter of the fiftecenth century wool
 eXports from Hull continued to decline.  But the fortunes of
York mepchants treding in wine, cloth, end miscellanecus
€00ds, revived somewhal és:they‘emulated the exanple of other
Engiish merchants in expanding théir trade with the wa
Countrieg in an attempt to compensate for their reduced wine
imports from Gascony and their virtual exclusion from the
Baltic, 71t is not possible to determine the share of York
Werchants in Hull'é foreign trade agein until the early
81Xteenth century and thus measure the extent of their revival,
Vet 1t pay pe safely inferred from the general trend of foreign
trage at Hull that despite their increesed trade with the Low
COuntpies the value of their foreign trade, even exclusive of
WOol exports, remained below the level of 1437-47, the decade
1mm€d1ate1y preceding the mid-century depression. Thus, the
Volume of wine imported at Hull and the value of goods paying
POUndage in each of the decsdes 1477-87 and 1487-97 were some
50 per cent lower than in 1437-47, whilst cloth exports,‘which
haq amounted to nearly 35,000 cloths in 1457-47, stood at only

20,000 oloths in 1477-07 and were still lower in the following

de(:ade.
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At the turn of the fifteenth century, in the decade
1497-1507, when Dnglish foreign trade as a whole was extremely
flourishing, the value of foreign trade at Hull, exclusive of
¥001 exports, was nine per cent more than in the decade
1467.47 But during the remainder of the first half of the
Slxteenth century, as the predorinance of London merchants in
F3811sh hpade with the Low Countries increased, the foreign
trage of York's merchants steadily declined. Wool exports;
from pyiy never exceeded 5,000 sacks in any decade from 1497
to 1547 and the average export for this beriod was legs than
800 Sacks a year; ' cloth exports shrank from 25,000 cloths
between 1497 and 1507 to 15,000 cloths in the following decade
%0 then to some 7,000 cloths in the years 1537 to 1547; ‘wine
Bporty artor 1507 returned to the low level thet had been

Teacheq after the loss of Gascony in the middle of the
flftcenth century; &and the value of goods paying poundege

eclined rrog £63,000 in the decede 1497-1507 to less than
£40,000 in 1057.47. Hence thc total fqreign trade handleq
by all merchants at Hull in 1537-47 was probabiy worth only
£76,000 compered with £390,000 in 1407-17, snd Hull was no
longen ma Jor Englich pert. |

The foreign trade of York merchents in the early

Sixtéenth century, moI“éOVGI‘, prcebadbly declined sdmewhat more



than tpay of cther merchants trading through Hull. They
8Ccounted for only 15 per cent of Hull's cloth exports, 14
Per cent of 1ts wine imports and 17 per cent of the
Blscellaneous imports and exports at Hull in 1525-26, when
Hanseatic merchants were very active in thé port, and in |
1540-41, when the trade of Hanseatic merchents was much
10wer, they accounted for slightly more than a third of the

cloty exports and miscellansous imports and exports and hal

the inports of wine. (1)
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'y

The value of the foreign trade handled by York merchantg

tOWards the middle of the sixteenth century was thus probably

Iuch lower than at any time since the late fourteenth century,

. BNA ag 44 ghown in Table XI it is doubtful if theip annual

1mports and exports at Hull exceeded £2,600 in value,
®Olpareq with some £10,000 in the final quarter of the

fouPteenth century. The striking gesins made by York

merchents in international commerce during the fourteentp

®®0tury nag been largely lost. Collectively and ag

indiviauals York merchants were much poorer than theip
pr edQCGssors in the reign of Richard II end in York men who

Never engaged in foreign trade began 1nCP3881ngly to share

thetr Political power.

\_

1) K. Gustons accounts, £02/5, 64/15; Appendix ¢,
Tables X and xI. \
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TABLE XI

ESTIMATED VALUE OF THE FOREIGN TRADE OF YORK MERCHANTS
MICH, 1585 = MICH.1526 AND MICH.1540 = #ICIL 1641,

1525-26  1540-41
£

————— £
Estimated value of cloth exports .. 152 368
Estimated value of wool exports . 623(1)  _
vallluevof.‘ miscellaneous exporis .o <47 637
Eﬁtimated value of wine imports .o 260(2) 472
Value of miscellaneous imports .« 1,020 __970

| Total £2,502  £g,447

—————

(1) Inciudes shorlings and morlings valued at £43.

(2) Includes 9 butts of sweel wine whose value hag
been estimated at £36.
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CHAPTER IV.

THE REGIONAL TRADE OF YORK AND HER MERCHANTS.

The comparative wealth of statistical data on the foreign
trade of york's merchants affords a striking contrast\with

the Eparse material available for‘estimating‘tye part York
nen Played in 1nternai trade. Neither the volume,nor.thc
Value of the goods entering or leaving York can be determined,
ang quahtitétive eétimates of the trade handled by York men
are &vailable only when their goods paid cu0tom° duty. Yet
the trade of York rerchants in England was probably no less
valuable’ if less spectacular, than their foreign trade, for
they not only helped t§ gupply the several thousand other
1nhabitants of York with a wide variety of foodstuffs and raw
matefials but also distributed the manufacturgs of the eity
and 1mported“éoods tovcﬁstomers throughout tre Northvof |
England’ disﬁatcﬁingAin return the principallegports of

Yorkshire fo} ghipment abroad. ~ York men moreover did

businees ‘not only 1n nrgland North of the Humber but in more
d1stant places such as Shrewgbury, Chester, Coventry, Norwich,(
and L:Vnn, whilst they were frequent visitors to London, where
they exchanged the wool, cloth, and lead of Yorkshire for

the manufectures of London and a wide variety of valuable
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Importeq foodstuffs, raw materials, and manufactures.

The provision of food for the inhabitants of York and
fOP the many visitors to the city alone nust have been a
formidable task. Much of the food was probably supplied by
Nortyp countrymen who sold their produce in York. lMen from a
"1de area of Northern England which included such towns as
Kendal Richmond, and Guisborough in the north, Halifax ang
Skipton in tne west, and Rotherhem and Hedon in the south
PPObabiy egold their livestock, poultry, butter, ang cheesge
in the city;(l) men from Hartlepools, Whitby and Scarborough
SUPplied york regularly with rish;(2) and grain and other
Produce was probably brought to the city from Lincoln ang
Partg of Norfolk, whose victuallers were enjoined by the
civic authorities in 1503 to bring 'good and holsome victale', (3)
In the provision of all these goods Yprk men were also active,
but above all they were predominant in supplying the city with
Wine ang dried fruit, which were of nccessity imported frop
ﬂbroad, and with stockfish from Iceland and herrings frop

Skanig ¢, supplement the more local supplies of fish., 1p

\
(1) See for example York Civic Records, IX, 172-75.

(2) M, cc also Register of Freemen, I, 124, 133,
g ééozngél 8224, for examples of fishermen from,these
and’otheé Easé coast towns who became freemen of v, rk,

(3) York civie Records, II, 182.
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the grain trade in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
.wcenturies, when York had become ean important centre for the
narketing of grain and the manufacture of malt, York o
merchents were also very prominent. The deecription corn-
merchant which had been employed only twice before 1450 came
~into increasing use on the Register of Freemen and the
number of cornemerchante enrolling es freemen increased from
13 between 1451 and 1501 to 35 between 1501 and 1551; the
persistent mctivities of York merchents in purchasing grain
- from East Anglia led in 1503 to é dispute with Lynn over the
levying of tolls on grain purchased there;(l) end some 40
years later the Dean of York/Minster felt compelled to write
to Cramwell in London complaining that the activitics of the
corn-nerchants hed caused 'all the town to be ale tipplers',
whilst h&nest trade had been completely forsaken for the
making of malt. (2)

Most valuable of the raw materials arriving at York for

mach of the fourteenth end fifteenth centuries was wool,

(1) York Ccivic Records, IV, 74. The neme of the town has
been incorrcctly tranccribed es Lyme Regis. The -
reference is clearly to Lynn, however, since it had by
thet date received its new official title of King's
Lynn, and a dispute with Lynn over tolls levied on grain

is again rientioned on pages 76 end 97 of the same
volume, :

(2) Letters snd papers, XV, no. 417.
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e
SOught after for the cloth-making industry and fopr export to

T the Continent where it constituted the most valuable itenm of

Toreign trege hendled by York merchents in the late fourteenth

®Nd fiftecentn centuries. Wool from the valleys of the Swale,

Ure, ang Nidd, where the flocks belonging to the monks of
Fountaing and Jervaulx annually produced some 120 sacks of
wool for export by Italian merchanfé in the early fourteentn
century,(l) was transported down the Ouse from Boroughbridge
| beloy the canfluence of the Swale end Ure to York, ang.
PTObebly much wool from the neighbourhood of Helmsley,
Rlevauly, pyland, and Thirsk, was also shipped to York frem

BOPoughbridge.
York merchants were frequent visitors to Boroughbridge.

~.M{9hn de Gisbufne and Robert Holme, the two mosfhprominent woél
exporters of York in the last quarter of the fourteéQ%h century,
lert money for the repair of the road near Helperby ang the
brigge there crossing the Swale on the route from Helmsley to
B°P0ughbr1dge,(2) and towards the end of the century a careful
Tecorq ywag made for future reference in the}York Memorandum
Book of & gecision taken after an inquest et Richmond to tpe

effect that Milby on the outSkirts of Boroughbridge, whence

\_

(1) W.Cunningham, The Growthdof English égﬁustry and Commerce
Quring the Early and piddle Ages, p.631. ——=fl

(2) Cooxe, a.a.s. R., XXVIII, part i1, 830-31, 850-51,
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€0ods were transported by water to York, was outside the
Juriediction of the Duke of Lencester and his agents who had
interfered with this‘trafficf(l)

Wool fram the Yorkshire Wolds to the east of York wag
lso used by the textile industry and exported by York
ﬁerehants. Richard Russell, a fifteenth century wool
€Xporter who was mayor of York and of the Staple at Calais,
lery Money to the farmers of the Wolds from whom he had
bought, wool,(z) and the wool exported by York merchantg
direct to the Continent in 1525-26, by virtue of a licence
Obtaineg through the help of Wolsey,(a) was specificaliy
descripeq as wool from the Yorkshire Wolds and the Forest of
Galtres, which lay on the north western outskirts of York, (4)

Lincolnshire wool, and especially the high quality Wooi
of Lindsey,(5) wag frequently purchased for export. = The
brogy deep channel of the Trent, linked by canal with Lincoln
eng the Withen, afforded eagy sccess to the heart of Lincoln-

\—

(1) w.p. 1, 1711~ 1x111, 37-9.

2
( )T.'\E' II. 560 o
(3) Heatop p.48; Letters and Papers, III, part ii, no.3289(22);
’ . ’

G‘Schanz; Englische Handelspolltik gegen Ende des
Mittela1ters. TT, 8O-

(4) K.R.Customs Accounts 202/5.

(5) p ower, The yool Trade, Pp. 22-3.
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8hire and York men must often have visited Lincoln in search
°f wool, there meeting the citizens who claimed to spesk on
behalse of merchanfs from Ilull, Newcastle, Nottingham, ang
YOrk, when in 1376 and 1432 they sought the appointment of
®OMilssions to remedy the silting of the canal from the Witham
Yo the Trent.(l) Richsrd Russell, the York wool exporter who
Telietbered in his will the wool growers of the Wolds, also
lert, money to those of Lindsey, whilst two sarplers of Lindsey
W00l which his brother John Russell had Jointly purchased with
M0ther merchant of York for sale in Calaia; were subsequently _
the Subject of a petition to Chancery by his brother's
executops.(g)

Anothéf raw material in great demand in York was lead,
boty for the churches, monasteries and more important
buildings of the city and for redistribution to custamers
"Ny miles away. In the fourteenth century although
YOPthire lead was being supplied through York to customers
in the South of England, as for instance in 1363, for Windsopr
Castie and in 1381 for the bishop of Winchester's newly
founded St. Mary College, Oxford, the lead arriving in Yopk

\
() ¢.p.r. 1574-77, p. 522;

(2

CeP. R, 1429-36, p.. 202,

) E.c.p, 16/592.
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Y88 pPerhaps mainly used in the city.(l) But during the |
fifteenth and early sixtcenth centuries asvtheir wocl aégu
¢loth exports declined York merchants became inercasingly
interested in the distributiqn of Yorkshire lead, in
Particulap greatly expsnding their exports from Hull whepe
they 8oon domninated its export as they had Previously
dominated the export of wool.(g)

« The lead was obtainecd mainly from the Pemnines in the

north West of the county where the rivers Swale, Ure, and

Whapre, have their origin. lUen from Swaledale and the

distric"t centred around Richmond by the late fifteenth century
Pegulaply brought their lead for sale in York, sng York

merchants themeelves were active on the banks of the Swale
'Where they came into confliet with the local traders ang hag,
in 1528, to appeal to the Justices of Assize to restrain the
burgesses of Richmond frou: levying tolls on their goods, (3)

In the,south of thic region by the Ure and the Wharfe, Yé}k
hen Were equally busy; John Chapuan, a prominent merchant

Of the city bought lead worih more than £200 frop the prior of

Bolteyn Abbey, (4) g chaplain of Lord Scrope of Bolton whe owed

(1) Salzman, Building in England, pp. 263-64;
C.P.R, 1381-85, p.50.

(2) gec pages 139-141 Eupra.
(3) XQEE_inic Records, III, 1l4.
(4) 5., p, 728/2.
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£14 to alderman John lietcalfe, agreed to settle the debt by
delivering four fothers qf lead to the Common Crane in York,(l)
ang lapge scale decalings in lead by the Abbot of Fountains
mOVed.the York Merchant Adventurers to send him an indignant
letter in 1502 remirnding him of his duties as a clerie, (2)

But the main interest of York centred on the upper
Teaches of the Ouse below the Junction of the Ure ang Swale,
Lor the bulky loads of lead from Swaledale, VWensleydale, ang
Craveyn on their way to Hull for London or direct shipment to
the Continent were carried by boat down the Ouge from Borough-
bridge to York end thence to the Humber. York thus lay
28%ride the natural route for the export of lead mined in the
Y°Pk8h1re Pennines, and her merchants in the early sixteentn
century devoted considerable energies tgyard exploiting thig
aQVantage, In order to ensure that Yorkshire lesg destined
for ©Xport wag unloaded in York and weighed at the crane
belonging to the city, freemen of the city buying lead frop
SW&ledale, Wensleydale, or Craven were forbidden to have it
wei@hed at Boroughbridge or anywhere elge outside York,(s) \\

804 1n 1500 it was decreed that lead that had been weighed at

(2) York Mercers, pp. 110-11l.
\‘._‘-_—-_

(3) York civie Records, I1I, 144.
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Boroughbridge was not to be shipped by men of York nor were
merchants of other towns to ship such lead on pain of being
boycotted in the city.(l)

Merchants from other towns who brought lead to York,
moreover, were under considersble pressure to sell this to
freemen of the city, since goods that were sold in York by one
unenfranchised person to -esnother were by custam of the city,
confirmed by royal charter in 1442, liable to be forfeited to
the city chamberlains.(z) The lead of visiting merchants was
frequently seized for this offence, even when the lcad had been
purchased in advence, as was sometimes the‘custom, by an
agreement mede in the lead mining district or even in London to
deliver the lead st thevCommon.Crane in York on an appointed
day when the transasction was finally concluded. The lead of
John Swale a gentleman of Richmondshire who sold 11 fothers of
lead to a "foreign' because no York man would buy it, was
distrained in 1505;(3) - Robert Hutchinson of Swaledale in 1509
had to pay a fine of £4 for the recovery of 10 fothers of lead

that he had sold to a merchant of Hull;(4) some seven fothers

(1) York Civic Records, II, 159.

(2) C.Ch. R. 1427-1516, pp. 30-31.

(3) York Civic Records, III, 12.
(4) Ivid. 1II, 30-31.
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Of lesq delivered to a London draper in York ten years later —

by Henry Young of Appletreewick—in-craven were selzed by the

eity chamberlains;(l) end in 1581 a Newcastle merchant had

%0 eppeal to the mayor of York by letter from Newcastle before
Bome 15 fothers of lead bought by his factor in York from

(2)

aterials regularly dispatched to York

Charleg Johnson of Richmond, were restored to him.

The other raw m

Were intended primarily for use in the clty. Chief of these

in en age when houses built of brick and stone were rare was

timber, which was transported from nunerous sites adjacent to

the ouge and its tridbutaries by water to York, where it
SUpPpleizenteq the timber of Prussla and Scandinavia imported

through Hull. rimber used for a variety of purposes 1in York

Minstep’ for example, was purchesed from men of Topcliffe,

Thirgy snd Sessay neer the gwale, Boroughbridge and Marton

near the ype, Spofforth snd Cattall by the Nidd, Ullskelf and

BOlton Percy by the wharfe, and Cawood, Wistow and selbj:‘gn
the Ouse, whilst leths were supplied'on several occasions by
nen fronp Doncaster and from Bawiry on & tributary of the

Trent.(s) gtone for the walls of the city and the more importar

———

(1) Yorkehipre Star Chamber proceedings, Volume III, ed.

W.Brown, 175-78.

(2) York civic Records, III, 136-817.

(5) &e Fabric ROllB of YOPK_M_ill_S_ter, edo J.Raine,, Rasgim.
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buildings was probably quarried at Thevesdale, Bfamham,
Huddlestcn, and Stapleton in the Vest Riding, where stone was
hewn for York Minster and then shipped down the Aire or Wharfe
~é;;g.ﬁi)«the Ouse to York.(l) The walls of York in the early
fourteenth century were repaired with stone that had been
Quarried at Thcvesdale,(z) and Thomas Holme, who became mayor
of York towards the end of the century, owned a quarry at
Stapleton.(5)

Considerable gquantities of country cloth were also
marketed in York. In the late fourteenth ahd early fifteenth
centuries, when the York cloth-making industry was at its |
height, cloth from the surrounding countryside was often dyed
in York and much country cloth was prcbably brought to York by
visiting country housewives and York merchants and drapers to
be aulnaged before it was redistributed to other parts of
Northern England or dispatched to Hull for export.(4) After
the early yecars of the fifteenth century, as the manufacture
of woollen cloth in York declined in the face of competition

from the expanding cloth-making industry of the West Riding,

(1) D.Knocp and G.P.Jones, The hedieval Mason, pp. 46, 51.

(2) c.p.R, 1321-24, p.233.

(3) Cooke, A.A.S.R., XXVIII, part 1i, 863.
(4) See pages 62-63.
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York's citizens and the meny visitors who patronised her
talilcrs increasiﬁgly dreesed in ccuntry cloth, and cloth was
regularly dispatched to the city from Leeds, Halifax, Bradford
end Wakefield in the heart of the niein West Riding cloth-making
region, from Ripon and Knaresborough, and from morc distant
Kendal, whose traders were very ective in York.(l) But the
importance of York eé a redistritutive centre for cloth
declined and the distribution of cloth in the North of England
tended to pess out of the hends of her drépcrs end n.erchants.
A large proportion of the West Riding cloth destined for
export was dispatched overland to London, thus avoiding the
markets of Hull and York, end throughout Northern England
customefs who hitherto had bought cloth frém men of York, like
the Abbvey of Durham, masde their purchases instead from West
Riding clotnicre. (%)

Other manufactured gocds were perhaps brought for sale
in the city far less often, if only bceeuse Yérk weg the
oitctanding industrial centre of Northern England, with many
groups of highly specialised craftsmen availeble to satisfy a

wide range of neccds. In the late fourteenth and early

(1) See pages 65-66 sbove. For additional information about
men from Kendal see Yors Civic Records, IV, 140.-

(2) Sec pages 65, 68 above.
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fifteenth centuries Coventry was supplying York cardmekers

with cardleaves for the wecol cards used in the manufecture of

cloth. At least two members of the allled craft of wire-
drawers which made the tiny imetal hooks that were fitted into
the wool cards migrated from Coventry during the third
quartcr of the fourtcenth century and some 30 yecars later the
York cardmakers, alarmed about the indiscriminate sale of
carde and cardleavesvin York, placed restrictions on the sale
of Coventry cardleaves by their members.(l) Knives made in
the Yect Riding, too, may have often been soid in York. ‘The
steady decline in tkhe number of cutlers end bladesmiths
becoming frecmeﬁ of York during the fifteenth and early
sixtcenth centurics niay have been duc mainly to compet;tion
from the cutlers of Shefricld, Rotherham, and adjacent areas,(z)
end 1t is significant that the shop of a York chapman who died
in 1446 containcd several Doncaster knives.(s)

In return for thics variety of products men in the North
of Englend end 111 further afield received not only the
rmanufectiures of York but also goods imported through Hull by

York merchents or idports that they had pﬁrchased in London. ~

(1) Register of Trecmen, I, 59, 67; M.B. I, 79-80.
(2) see pages 27-28, 41 above.
(3) T.E, 111, 103.
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W1llienm welles, a vintner who later became mayor of York,
“on several occasions in the middle of the fifteenth century

SUpplied winc to Fountains Abbcy,(l) whilst it would appear

that Newburgh priory near Helmsley some 50 years later was

algo being eupplied with wine from York, for Robert Wilde

Who wag twice Governor of the York Merchant Adventurers' ,

Company oomaenced en action for debt against the prior to

. Tecover £10 owing for wine, Wax, and oil delivered to the

monastery.(2) purham Abbey made various purcheses of imported

Wine gpq food at York throughout the period covered by this

Stugy, 4 pipe of vinegar was conveyed from York to

o]
Darlington for the use of the abbey in 1529;( ) ama malmsey

angq Turney wine were purchased in York for the prior in 1412

and 1415 respectively.(4) purchases of spices and confectionery

8€em {4 payve been especially large.  In the bursar's account

Tor 1348-49, expcnditure on two 1lbs of seedless ralsins at
-49,

YOrk 1¢ pecordea;(3) the following year candied ginger, and a

\
of St. Mary of Fountains,

(1) Me
morials of the Abbey ¢ -
Volua 137 5d, 7. 1. Fouler, 10, 45, 85.

(2) E.C.p, 341/57.
(3)

Rolls of the Abbey of Durham.

Extracts from thq,Aggpunt
ed. J,T.rowler, 1I, 516.

(<) Ibia, 111, 609, 61l.
(5)

Ibid, 11, 549.
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¢onfection of sugar, ginger and mace known as Pynyonade were

bougnt there;(l) and in 1363-64, the table of the prior wes
€nhanced by the presence of 9 1bs of Cyprus sugar obtained 1n

the city,(Q) No less important were the valuable raw

materials cbtained by North countrymen through York or from

Visiting york merchants. The abbey of Durhain purchased wax

8nd copper in ybrk,(z) end many Yorkshire dyers in the late

Tourteenth and éarly fifteentﬁ centuries probably obtained

theip woad and madder from York merchants, as perhaps did

Henry Lytster of Helmsley who owed rioney to Robert Holme, a

Wealthy wool end clotn exporier of York, Thomas Fenay sa

Pontefract dyer who received a legacy in his will, and

was in dcbt to his brother
(4)

e of York supplied to custauers

Robert Litster of Knaresborough who

=nd businces pariner, Tho..as Holme.
The prircipal manufactur

thrOughout the North of England for at least a century was

PPObably cloth 1t is irpossible to trace the distribution

T York cloth to thesc custaners eince we cannot deternine

\»\ —_ S
(1) Rxtrgots from the Account Rolls of the Avbey of Durhan,
ed,” 7.7, 7owler, 1I, 551

(2) oiq, 11, 566.

(3) Ibig, 1, 102, 333.

et

part i1, 848.
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whether the cloth sold by York merchants and drapers had in
fact tcen made in the cit&, but when thé cloth-making industry
' was relatlvely prosperous it seems clear that York men were
sclling cloth to customers many miles away., Thus the king
in 1433 ordered the arrest of two men who had dispatched on
horses a considerable gquantity of cloth from York to Berwick-
on-Tweed and thc Beorder Country,(l) and on several occasions "
during the first sixty years of the century Durhav Abbey
purchased‘various coloured cloths from drapers of York.(z)
Other York manufactures were alco sold throughout the
North of England. The bowyers at the end cf the fourteenth
century frequently dispatched their goods for sale in the
annual fair at Chester, where no master bowyer was permitted
by the repulations of the craft to sell more than one and a
helf loadg of bewe, and at least one bowyer emigrated to
Chester during the first half of the fifteenth century,(s)
whilst 1t would appear that York bows had & high reputation
further south along the English border with Wales, for

cehortly after 1415 a citizen of Shrewsbury srrived in York

(1) K.R.Menoranda Rolls, Brevia, 13 Hen.VI, Michaelmas, rot.60.

(2) Extrscts from the Account Rolle of the Abbey of Durham,
edo J T I’OWlGI‘, III, 616’ 600’ 656c

(3) M. M.B. I, x1vi, 55; R.H.Morris, Chester in the Plantaganet
gnd Tudor Reigns, p. 339.
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with a testimonial from the bailiffs of his town to purchase
bows and other things pertaining to the craft.(l) York dbows,
too,. may have been supplied to customers in Nottingham and
Norwich. A York bowyer in 1429 begqueathed 20 shillings and
some tools to-a bowyer of Nottingham;(g)Aﬁyﬁ Thoues Hertford,
the son of a York bewyer, emigrated to Norwich to préctice
his craft soon after his enfranchicsement in 1490.(5)

Bells manufactured by York craftsmen were equally well=-
known and'it seeris likely that York was, throughout the Later
Middle Ages, the principal bell-foundry in England north of
the Humber.(4) Eells attributed to John de Kirkham who
became a freeman in 1348 are to be found at Dacre, Cumrew,
Renwick, and Threlkeld in Cumberland, and.at Sproatley 1n\the-
East Riding; the name of‘John Potter, a contemporary who
cest a bell for Holy Trinity, Micklegate, occurs on a bell at
West Halton in Lincolnshire, and Barmby on the Moor; and the
inceription on a bell at Cowthorpe, nesr Harrogate, strongly
suggests that it was cast by John Bery, a York founder who
was enfranchised in 1460. (5) S 7

(1) B.B. II, 47-8.
(2) Y.P.R. II, fol. 554.

(3) Register of Freemen, I, 215; The Pagton Letterg,
ed. J. Gairdner, III, 366.

(4) Walters, Church Bells, pp. 202-204.

(5) Iden, V.C.H. Yorkshire, II, 449-50.
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Spurg, girdleg, and other goods mede by the girdlers
eand the lorimers and spurriers of York were aleo purchased by
mahy nerth countrymen. Saze indication of thelr extensive
s2le in the carly fiftcenth century is obtained from regula-
tions Wh;ch were probably framed in the interests of the
" merchants, who dominated the govermment of the city, limiting
the ereac within which members of thece crafts might sell
" thelr goods. Thus, the girdlers were forbldden in 1417 to
cell théir goods within a redius of 32 miles from the city l
except et "eried opyn faires", whilst the lorimers and
gpurriers were prohibited from selling their wares within 40
leagucs of York except at the Fairg of Darlington.(l)

Among the other York craftemen supplying en extencive
rerket we may note the goldemiths who must have supplied their
wares to the houses of country gentleen and many nonasteries
end parich churches in Northern England, and the pewterers
who had a naticnal reputation sccond only to that of London
(2)

at the beginning of the eixteenth century. The services of
York glaziers too werc in great demand in north country
churches and menastlc houses such as Durham Abbey, which

enployed York glaziers on ceveral occssions during the

(1) M.B. 1, 104, 133.

(2) sec pages 42-44 above.
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fifteenth century, and Furnecss Atbey where John Petty a
glazier who died in 1503 declarcd that he had 'wroght mych
wark'. (1) sometimes even a York craftsman night aspire to
secure royal contracts sc¢ did Thames Drawewerde who carved a
choir screen at Newark and submitted an estimate for carving
the figures onthe tomd of Henry VII in Westminster Abbey. ()
York was thus collecting wool, lesd, end cloth for
redistribution to customers in Northerniﬁngland and abrozd,
and obtainihg from a wide area of Northern England and towns
as disfant s Cofentry end Lynn, essential foodstuffs, raw
materizls ahd nanufactures for her own citizens, whilst
supplylng theese areas in return with the products of her
industries and with luxuries &nd raw materials landed at Hull.
But'in addition to this regional trade with lands drained by
the network of rivers running into the Humber, York had
strong commercial ties with Londcn. For York's merchants
the attractions of London were considerable. It was a
convenient port of call both fof'men trading with Calais and

the Low Countries and for merchants rcturning to Hull on the

(1) Extracts from the Account Rolls of the Abbey of Durhem,
ed. J.T.Fowler, I, 152; II, 408; Salzman, Building in
England, p.181; T.E. IV, 333-35; J.A.Knowles, Essays in
the History of the York School of Glass Painting, pp.10-11l.

(2) York Mercers, p.xxvi; F.H.Crossley, English Church Monuments
A.D. 1150-1550Q, p.106; Letters and papers, I, no.775.
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long voyage froaa Gascony end Spain, whilst in the capital
York merchants might sell the lead, ﬁool, and cloth of
Yorkshire and there purchase the manufactures of London and
a wide variety of valuable foodstuffs, raw materials and
manﬁfactures'imported fran abroad.

By the late fourteenth century these comsercial ties
were already well established and niany York citizehs were
trading in London. A ship bound for London from York that
was plundered off Yarmouth by a vessel of Dieppe in 1384
contained the goods of a dozen York merchants, including three
former and two future bailiffs of the city;(l) four yeafs
later Villiam Byrkhead, & former bailiff of York,

John de Thornton,who was bailiff in 1391 and four other
York merchants who had purchased 40 tuns of wine, 15 tuns of
oil, and 200 small barrels of figs and raisins in Portugal
called in et London 6n their way to Hull;(z) and .

Robert de skipwyth, Thomas Hubert, and Peter dé Hesiihgton,
York skinners who appeared before the mayor of London in
connection with a debt of £100 owed by Skipwyth to the other
two, may often have obteined furs from London to supplement

those imported at Hull.(s) Robert Holmé and his brother

(1) CoCc R' 1881-85’ p- 5660
(2) C.C.R. 1385-89, p.368.

(8) Ibid. p.306; seec also C.P.R. 1374-77, p. 281.
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Thomas, wealthy wool and cloth exporters who both held office
és méyor, scan to have tecen freguent visitors to the capital.
They werc Jjointly creditors of William de Asshebourne, a
London merchant, and Thoanas was also owed rioney by a dyer of
Kingston-on-Thames, whilst Robert Holme remembered in his will
Robert de Wellawe of Granthad and Joan Girdler of Newark, with
whom he had perhaps treded on his Journeys by land to London,
and nsmed William gavage of London as one of his executors.(l)
In the late fifteenth end early sixteenth centuries the
merchants of York were still more strongly attracted to
London, for as their foreign trade declined and that of London
merchants increacsed when English foreign trade became
>concentrated mainly in the Low Countries, they had to obtain
& groving proportion of the imports they sold in York and
tke North of England through London rather than Hull.(g)ycften
the merchants travelled regularly to London by land, as did
Thomas Catour, who used to leave a valuable chest in safe
keeping before he sct out on his journeys by‘horseback,(S)
and Richara Chapizen, & mercer who on one occasioh figﬁred in

& lawsult over a horse he had hired which failed him on the

(1) C.C.R, 1377-81. p.523; C.C.R. 1385-89, p.111l; Cooke,
A.A.8.B. XXVIII, part ii, 848, 850, 860.

(2) See pages 126-129 above.

(3) York civie Records, II, 75«6,
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Journey dvack to York,(l) whilst cthers may have relied on
the’serviccs of ccmmon carriers, ciiploying men like .

John Jakson who once conveyed goods for a London armourer to‘
the castle of the Earl of Northumberland at Leconfield near
Eeverley,(g) or Roger Shawe, a carrier cf York who was
employed for two years by a fellow citizen on varipus
missions which included the collection of 12 1lbs of pepper
from London.(a) Many merchants perhaps relied on the sea
route, dispatching their goods in coastal vessels such as
those vhich regularly plied between London end Hull in the
rniddle of the sixteenth century, when for thc first time we
poscess details of Hull's coastal trade.(4) From London
they returned with a wide variety of goods.  Some purchased
London manufectures as did a chapman who died in 1446 owing
money to four nen of the-capital and possesced of eléven
London coffers, seven London glasses, two Londoﬁ purses, and
a London girdle.(s) But above all York merchants sought the

wine, hors, and prunes, the woad, medder, snd brasill, and

(1) E.c.P. 66/326.

(2) E.c.p. 61/345.

(3) E.C.P. 569/51. |

(4) K.R.Customs Accounts 65/2, 5, 7, 8, 10, 12.
(5) T.E. 1II, 101-105.
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the iron, oil, pitch, éoap and countlgss other_vglu?ple
imported foodstuffs and raw materials which were recorded in
every coastal vesscl thaf arrived at Hull from London in the
niddle of the sixteenth century. Hzberdashery and nercery
too was in great demand end was sought after by saze of York's
leading merchants. John Elwalde, who was mayor of York in
1499 was sued for a debt of £37 owing for 'diverse mercery
warces' he had rcceived from Edmund Watton and Richard Rokeby
a London mercer,(l) and Psul Gillour, a fellow alderman, was
accusced in a pectition to Chancery of conspiring with a London
leather-geller to defraud another York merchant over the
purchase of a parcel containing silk ribbon, a dozen felt
hats, a gross of hooks, end a gross and a half of‘Eenzware
coubs in London. (%)

The growth of trede between York and London was however
& mixed blessing for York's merchants, for the increased
dependence of thc North of England on gcods inported through
London secms to have led to a general expansion of the
business done by Londen merchants in the North,(s) where

they tended to usurp saue of the distributive functions of

(1) E.c.P. 181/50.
(2) E.C.P. 332/37.

(3) see for exemple Miss James' D.Phil.Thesis ut supra, p.310.
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York's mcrohant By thc.end of tbe fifteenth century the
citizens of York were very conaciouo of this ccmpetition.
yThus, some 20 years before the ‘end of the century when
regulatlons werc drawn up about the activities of nen from
other towns trading in York,Aher aldermen thought immediately
of London merchants, the only group of visiting merchants
_msntioned by name, and specifically forbade then to seli
mcrchandiece in the city save to freemen of York.(l) In 1506
when the treatment of London men in‘York induced the mayor
and aldermen of the capital to dispatech a letter on this
SUbject to York, eight London freecmen trading in the city
were mentioned by name, (%) and a letter dispatched by the
York merchant Adventurers to.the London Company four years
later discussing the attendance of York men 2t the ‘Synkson
Marte' in the Low Countrics, referred to the poor
navigability of the Ouse during the sumer which was 'not
unknowne to dyverse merchants advemurers of London which
knowes oupr ryvare'.(s) London ren, too, ceme into conflict
with York merchants because of their dealings in Yorkshire

lead. Lead purchased by a London draper in 1519, as we

(1) York civie Records, I, 383.
(2) Ibia, 11I, 22-3.

(3) York llercers, p.123.

e

——
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have seen,(l) was selzed by the city chamberlains beceuse
1t had been delivered to him at the Conmon Crane in York by
a lead miner of Appletreewick-in-Craven, and a dozen years
later 45 fothers of lead which were delivered in York by two
merchants of Richmond to John'Greshaﬁ, a London mercer, in
pursuance of a previous sgreement made in London were also
detained by the eivic authorities.(2)

' The merchants of York therefore drew on London as well
25 an extcnsive arca of Rortherh‘Englénd to supply their
fellow citizens with food, industrial raw materials, and both
luxurious snd utilitarisn manufactures, and they distributed
the cloth, bows, and metal goods of York craftsmen and a
wide range of imports obtained through Hull and London
| throughout the North of England, dispatching in return the
W°°19 cloth, end lead of Yorkshire for shipment abroad. The
share of York merchants in this trade cannot be directly
deternined, but in eo far as trends can be perceived 1t
would seem that the regional trade of York men was declining
by the late fifteenth century. The distribution of cloth
in the North of England tended to pass out of the hands of

(1) See page 166 above.

(2) Yorkehire gStar Chember Proceedings, Volume I,
edo Vvo BI‘OWI‘!, p.151. )
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York merchants with the triumph of the West Riding cloth-
making industry, and many merchants and clothiers of Bradford,
Halifax and Wakefield neglected the markets of Hull and York
in favour of London, where they sold their cloth and purchased
imported dyestuffs. London merchants invaded the North of
E}l’lgland in increasing numﬁcrs in search of Yorkshire cloth

and lcad, and they supplied in return a wide range of imported
foodstuffe, raw materisls, and luxuries which had hitherto
been obtained meinly through Hull and York.  Hence it 1is
probable that the waning fortunes of York's nerchants in
internaticnal trade during the fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries were not offsef by an increase in their regional
trzde and thet there was in fact a general decline in the
distributive services performed by York men in the face’of

competition from London and the West Riding.
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CHAPTER Y

TRENDS IN THE SIZE OF THE CIVIL POPULATION

The €xact size of York's population at any point during

the
Period covereq by this study cannot be determined. It is
Pog
1 "he to estimate the approximate number of lay people
iv ‘
Ing 15 York in 1377 with some degree of confidence because

a1
the lay inhabitants of the city over the age of 14, except

be : .
38&1'03’ Were liable to taxation that year. But estimates of

:f:n:.ay Population at other periods are very rough approxima-
. " The Chantry Returns of 1548, which often estimate the
1:m :zl‘ °F communicent persons in a parish if a chantry existed
ey ° Parish church, must be used with caution since we
mn:::: > £ure how far such estimates genuinely reco:.'d\the
ceptai ot Communicants in a parish and it is impossible to be
Were " What proportion of people in the youngest ege groups
“Omungcantg and therefore included in the total, whilst

fop
"Uent1y more than half the parishes of York the number of

C oy,
°80ts 1s not stated. Estimates of the population based

on +

e e Mizber of men enrolling on the Register of Freemen are

Wig ,

ny Wy 8Pproximate, for it is first necessary to estimate the
b

th °F or Ireemen alive in a given year and then to assume that
&

v onstytyge the same proportion of the total lay population

[y
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%8 in 1377 . the only occasion on which this proportion may be
etemineq, A precise measurement of the fluctuations in the
Slze op York's Population is thus impossible. Yet, although

Teither the exact chronology of changes in the p

thetr Drecige magnitude are known, a general picture of such
f1

opulation nor

uetuations can be glven.
At the beginning of the fourteenth century the population

ot York Was perhaps emaller than at any other time during our.
Periog, ’Hér citizens seem to have played 1ittle part in
international trade 6r the manufacture of cloth, two of the
Prineipay sources of York's prosperity in later years, whilst
it 44 Pparent from the graph overleaf that the numbgr of men
enrolling 8s freemen was smaller than at any subsequent date,
“TeTaging g5 end 46 a year respectively in the decades 1301-11
= 1511--21. as compared with an annual average of more than
0 Treemen 1n each decade for the remainder of our period.
Soon after the beginning of the century there is some
evidenee to suggest that the population of York had begun to
inCrease. The nuuber of persons enrolling as freemen rose in
***h decede from 350 in 1301-11 to 660 in 1531-41, whilst the
Erogg half-yearly income of the Viecars Chorél of York Minster
Trog theip property in the city, as shown in Table I, increased
qum’£34 from 92 tenements in 1321 to 348 from 114 tenementis
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HALF YEARLY INCOME FROM PROPERTY IN YORK AND ITS SUBURES
OWNED BY THE VICARS CHORAL OF YORK MINSTER. (1)

N

Real Gross Number
te of Account _ - - Income of
> g (2) _Tenementg (%)

Pentecost 1521 - Martinmas 1321 SV -
Martipmas 1328 - Pentecost 1329 40 109
Pentecost 1330 - Martinmas 1330 39 101
Martinmas 1336 - Pentecost 1337 48 114
Pentecost 1342 - Martinmas 1342 44 la8
Martinmas 1544 - Pentecost 1545 39 | 126
Pentecost 1347 - Martinmas 1347 43 145
Pentecost 1352 - Martimmas 1352 28 145
Pentecost 1359 - Martinmas 1359 37 =
Pentecost 1364 - Martinmas 1364 47 . 176
Pentecogt 1366 - Martlnmas 1366 , 53 174
Pentecogt 1371 - Martlimmas 1371 61 183
Martinmes 1378 - Pentecost 1379 70 >
Pentecost 1380 - Martinmas 1380 69 -
Pentecost 1382 - Martinmas 1382 69 -
Martinmas 1389 - Penbtecost 1290 71 -
Pentecost 1395 - Martinmas 1395 75 -
Martinmas 1398 - pentecost 1399 78 -
Pentecost 1399 - Martinmas 1399 84 -

(1)

(2)

(3)

D.& C.Library, vicars Choral Rent Rolls 1321-1371. After that
date details of the rents obtained by the Vicers Choral from
their property are %o be found on the Chamberlasins' Rolls.

Apparent Gross Income from rents in the 'revenue' section of

the Chamberleins' Account Tinus the amount of rent reductions
end rents not paid in the 'expenditure' section of the
account.
Income was seldom more than £2. Bul from 1449-1464 the rent
reductions were never less than £35 and tenements whose rent
had been reduced continued to appear for a number of Years
in both sections of the account; in the 'expenditure
section the smount of the rent reduction was noted, whilst
in the 'revenue' section the tenement was still recorded as

paying the old rcnt.

Includes property as diverse as gardens, 2 mills, and 2
telehouces where tiles were manufactured. Vacant tenements
are also included in the total. The number of tenements is
only &pproximate since a tenant was sometimes recorded as
paying rent for *houses', the number being unspecified.

The difference between the Apparent and Real Gross




" Rgal gdross Number
tec of Accoun ncome of
e c_(2) gpnaments(s)
Pentecost 1401 - Martimmas 1401 85 038
. Martinmas 1403 - Pentecost 1404 78 043
Pentecost 1409 - Mariinmas 1409 83 058
Martinmas 1415 - Pentecost 1416 77 o54,
Pentecost 1416 =~ Martimmas 1416 80 -
Pentecost 1417 - Martinmas 1417 79 055
Pentecost 1426 -~ Martinmas 1426 80 260
Pentecost 1449 - Martinmas 1449 - B7 259
Pentecost 1456 - Martinmas 1456 53 °
Martinmes 1456 - Pentecost 1457 50 044
Martinmas 1457 - pentecost 1458 50 047
Pentecost 1464 - Martimmas 1464 45 -
Pentecost 1474 - Martinmas 1474 48 210
Martinmas 1474 - Pentecost 1475 48 219
Mertinmas 1476 = pentecost 1477 46 212
Martinmas 1479 - Pentecost 1480 46 220
Martinmas 1493 - Pentecost 1494 - 56 215
Pentecost 1500 = Martinnas 1500 35 179
Martinmas 15C0 - Pentecost 1501 24 178
Martinmes 1506 - pentecost 1507 37 175
Pentecost 1510 - Martinmas 1510 39 180
Martinmzs 1511 - Pentecost 1512 26 178
Pentecost 1518 - Martinmas 1518 35 173
Martinmas 1518 - pentecost 1519 B34 _
M - Pentecost 1521 32 -
ngiéggzg %ggg -~ Martimmas 1521 32 176
Martinmas 1526 - pentecost 1527 35 177
Martinmas 1527 - Pentecost 1528 35 173
Martinmas 1530 - Pentecost 1531 33 -
Pentecost 1531 - Martinmas 1631 31 180
Martinmas 1556 - Pentecost 1537 35 194
Pentecost 1537 —~ Martinmas 1537 35 196
Pentecost 1539 - Martinmas 1539 35 900

n
[
!
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in 1356.(1) The erection of houses 1in the cemeteries of

various Yofk churches for the foundation of chantries also

suggests that the population was increasing and that there
| was ag a result a shortage of building sites in the city.

Royal permission was granted for the building of houses in

the churchyerds of St.lartin in Coney Street, St. Sampson,

8t. lichael at Ouse Bridge, and All Saints, Pavement between
1335 and 1533,(2) whilet houses were also to be erected on the
develict gitc of the church of St. Bemedict.(5)

The withdrawal of the’officials of the Exchequer from York

in September 1338 after five years' residence, as the King

directeq the major English military effort away from Scotland

to France.(4) geems to have brought the expanslon to an end

until shortly before the outbresk of the Black Death. The

building project
half yearly income of the Vicars Choral-from property in York

on the site of St.Benedict lapsed and the

—

(1) A populer cccount of the life and organisation of the
Vicars Choral may be obtained from Canon F.Harrison's book,
Iife in a Medieval college. The figures he gives for the .

nements owned by the Vicars Choral and the

number of te
1ncogxe derived therefrom should, however, be used with caution.

(2) C. P, R. 1554‘@, PPe
thece churches se€¢

121, 3385, 399, 453. For the site of
the map opposite page 80 in Appendix F.

(3) c.p.R, 1338-40, p. 15.
(4) D.14. Broome, ‘'Exchequer Migrations to York in the Thirtee '
) and Fourteénth centuries', Essays in Medieval History nth
to T.F.Tout, ed. A.G.Little and F.M.Powicke;

presented o 4000
G. Benson, Later Medieval York, pp. 25-36,




189

vhich had declined from £48 to £39 between 1336 and 1344 was
in 1547; when rents had begun to increase again, still £5
below the peak of 1336.

The upward movement of population had barely been resumed
when the Black Death swepb through the eity. The resulting
mortality, measured by its impact on the rents of the Vicars
Choral, was gsevere. Their income from rents in York fell
sharply from £453 in the Pentecost Term of 1347 to £28 in the
Pentecost Term of 1352, although the number of tenements they
owned remained the same; 22 tenements wefe deécribed as
#acant; and a detalled comparison‘of the two:rent rolls
reveals that a considerable number of tenants in'1552vreéiding
in the game houses &s in 1347 were paying a reduced rent.

Yet i1t would seem that York soon recovered from the
éffects of the Black Death and that the population of the‘city
thereafter cdntinued to‘increase. The steady increase in
the number of persons becoming freemen from 660 in 1331-41 to
740 1in 1541-51, 810 in 1351-61, and 1,050 in 1361-71, as Miss
Sellers sugge sted,.may have occurred partly because the heavy
mortality caused by the Black Death and by a further outbresk

of Plague a dozen years later, suddenly provided a chance for

many ambitious young men to become master craftsmen.(l) A

(1 M.Seller *social and Economic History ’
) V;C H, Yorkshire, III, 441.
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small part of fhe increase in eﬁrelments may also be explained
by the final transfef of the northern suburb of Bootham from
the jurisdiction of the monks of St. Mary's Abbey to the civie
authorities in 1554.(1) The spectaeﬁler revival of the
fortunes of the Vicars Choral after the Black Death suggests,

however, that the rise in the number of persons becoming

freemen reflected a genuine long-term increase 1n the popula-

tion of York. The half yearly gross income of the Vicars

Choral from rents in the city rose steadily from £28 in 1352
to £37 1n 1359, whilst the rents of individual tenants were in

some cages 1ncreaoed. In 1364 the incame from rents was

greater than tefore the Black Death and the aVerage half

yearly income fron each tenement, which had fallen from 5.9

shillings in 1347 to 3.9 shillings in 1552, had risen to 5.3

ehillings. By 1571 the low level of rents resulting from the

Black Death had veen easily surpasced; the rent of a number

of tenants was 1ncreased between 1366 and 1371, the avefage

income per tenement was & shilling more than in 1347, and the

half yearly 1nccme fram rents had risen to £61. The complete

recovery of the Vicars Choral from the effects of the Black

(1) c.pP.R 1554_53, p. 84-6. The nonks of St. Mary ) Abbey

Hga*ag;afgine their jurisdiction over their 'borough of
Bootham' despite several earlier quarrels with the civic

ties. See C. P. R, 1315-17’ P0681 - CePoRe 1334 =
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Death, meanwhile, was reflected in the decision to increase
their property in York, which hed been mainly acquired by
gifts or by purchase, bY¥ erccting houses bétween 1360 and 1364
on the site of the derelict church of St. Benedlct, recently
given them by the Archbishop of York.(l) '

All the evidence examined therefore points to a growth of
poPulation during the fourteenth century and it seems likely
that in 1377, when it may be calculated from the Lay Poll Tax
Returns that some 10,800 lay persons were living in York if we
gseume that children under the age of 14 constituted a third of
the total population, York was & prosperous expanding city
larger, ag the Poll Tax Returns suggest, than any other English
¢ty except London. (2)  Moreover it seems likely that the
growth of the population continued during the final quarter of
the century. Over a hundred nore persons enrolled as freemen
between 1381 end 1391 than in the previous decade, although
the total enrolments were lower than thevaere between 1361
and 1371, and during the final decade of the fourteenth century

nearly 1,200 persons became freemen. The mortality caused by

the Plague at York in 1579 end in 1690-1591, (%) 1n £o far as 1t

(1) Harricon, ope clts PP- 154=7; CePeR. 135861, pp. 267-8.

(2) J.c.Russell, British Medieval Population, pp. 23-4, 142.°
(5) C.Creighton, A History of E idemics in Britain, I, 218-220.
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created sudden chances of prcmetion for scores of ambitious
young men may partly explain the further rice in the enrolments
of new freemen. But the continued prosperity of the Vicers ~
Choral of the lilnster es rcflected in the rents of their
property, suggests thal eome part of the increase in the
enrolments was, in fect, due to en expanding population. = It
1s impossible to determine the total number of tenements owned
by the Vicars Choral in York from 1371 to the end of the century
and details of the rent of individual tenements, which might
have revealed increases of rent, ere not available. But the
half-yearly income of the Vicers Choral from their‘property in
the eity increased steadily from £61 in 1371 to £384 in 1399,

end 4n 1401, when the number of tenements held by the Vicars
Chorsl ecan be calculated again, the half-yearly inccme of.£85
from 233 tenements represented an average rent of 7.1 shillinga
per tenement compared with an average rent of 6.7 ghillings

from 183 tenements in 1371.

At the beginning of the fifteenth century it would seem
that the pise in population had ceased and that the population
of York had reached iis highest polnt during the period covered
by this study. During the first two decedes of the century
1,970 persons were enrolled as freemen compared with 2,114

Persons between 1581 end 1401, and there was no decade between
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1431 and 1551 in which even 980 new freemen were recorded. §

The half:qﬁarly income received by the Vicars Choral from‘rents E
in York in 1401 was never éiéé;&éd, and by 1426 their income
had fallen to £80 despite a slight increese in'the number of
tenements owned.

Towards the middle of the fifteenth century there are
definlte signs that the population had begun to decline. The
nuziber of persons enrolling as freemen fell.in successive
decades from 1,185 in 1411-1421 to 856 in 1431-1441, roce to
962 from 1441-1451, and then fell in 1451-1461 to 639. The
increaced enrolments of new freemen in the early 1440's,
moreover, may have rcpresented merely a replécement of the
losses caused by an attack of plague in the late 1430's, for an
enalysis of nearly 400 wills of York men in the District

Probate Registry proved between 1431 and 1460 reveals a marked
4concentration of wills between 1436 snd 1438, and thus suggests
that these were years of high mortality. (1)

The fortunes of the Vicars Choral also suggest that there

had been a steady decline in the population. . The half-yearly

income derived from their property in York amounted to only

£50 from 247 tenements in the Martinmas Term of 1457 compared

T ——

(1) The number of wills proved in any one year is less than
twenty, except for the years 1436-1438, 1446, and 1459;
from 1436 to 1433 inclusive 93 wills were proved.
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with £30 from 260 tenements in the Pentecost Term of 1426,

whilst the average rent per tenement had declined from 6.1 to

4.0 ghillings. |
The income obtained from civic property in various parts

of York maintaiﬁed by the'Custodians of Ouse Br;dge to support

the bridge and swell the revenues of the city, as shown in

Table II, was gimilarly deciining. An examination of the

earliest complete account roll surviving in 1440 Peveals‘that
the rent of many tenements had once been considerably higher;“
& number of tenements recorded in the revenue section of the

account were also entered in the expenditure section_ﬁith a

statement that part of their rent had been excused or even that
no rent hed been pald because the tenement was Vacant; and the
total reductions of rent amounted to £43, so that the resal
income for the year was £129 instead of the £172 recofded in
the revenue section of the account. Five years later, although
the came reduced rents as in 1440

many tenements were payling
and some tenements,.including a house in Rotten Row only built
in 1423, were still vacant, the real income had risen slightly
to g137.  But 1t 45 evident that the recovery was short-lived.
The real income from property in York maintained by the _
Custodians in 1454 was some 20 per cent lower than in 1440,

whilst the average income per tenement had decreased from 8.2




TABLE II.
ANNUAL_INCOME FRoM GIVIC PROPERTY IN YORK MATNTAINED ?
| BY THE CUSTODIANS OF OUSE BRIDGE (1) ?
— Apparent™ Rent Reducti |
ons Real t
Year(E) %ggig and rents Gross Number ., H
e N
o a not Pgid (3) vIncgme Tenements(4) 1'1
1440 172 14 |
7445 (5) 153 | gg iﬁ? ° |
1454 107 g 105 277 !
1459 100 - - 280 |
1464 106 5 103 - |
1463 or 1 96 257
1488 106 27 79 -
1501 90 16 74 237
1503 93 13 80 246
1518 o7 33 64 244
1521(6) o8 38 60 287
1528 101 42 59 218
1533 103 44 59 213
1543 105 41 64 218
1544 63 2 66 184
1545 69 2 67 180
1546 71 8 69 188
1547 7 2 69 189

et

(1) Custodians of Ouse Bridge, Rent Rolls, 1440-1547.

(2) The annual accounts of the custodiens before 1521 commence
after that year the accounts commence on

on 2 February;
January.

(3) Recordea in the 'expenditure' section of the account.

€nements whose rent had been reduced were often recorded

or gome years after the rent reduction in both the 'revenue

and 'expenditure'! sections; in the former they appeared
88 paying thelr original rent, whilst in the 'expenditure'
Bection the amount of the rent reduction was noted.

(4) Includes property as diverse as gardens, cellars, shops,
Cottages, end the pageant houses of various crafts.
tenements are also included in the total.

(5) The sccount is attached to the Ghamberlains' Account Roll
for that year.

(6) Covers the period 2 February 1521 - 15 January 1522.

Vacant
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to 7.6 shillings, and thereafter the annual income from repta
declined still further to a point far below the relative .
\ prosperityidf 1440. T
_ During thehsécond half of thevfifteenth century there was
a further fall in the population‘gf York. The number of
persons enroiling as freemen exceeded 800 in qnly one decade
between 1451 and 1501 and 28 pér cent fewer freemén were
enrolled during these years than in the segond half of the
fourteenth century, whilst in the decede 1491-1501 the
enrolments of freemen fell below 600 for the first time in any
decade since 1331. _ | |

| The rents of prOperty in York owned by the Vicars Choral
continued to decline, In the Mertinmas Term of 1479, after a
period of felatively stable rents during the 1470's, the half-
Vearly income of £46 was only £4 lesé than in the Martinmas
Term of 1457; but in the.Martinmas Term of 1493, when 26 |
tenements were described‘és vacant, only £36 was received‘in
rents, and by the en@ of the century the half-ycarly income
had fallen to £34. |

The rents of c¢ivic property were also decfeasing during

this périod. The apparent income recorded in the revenue
section of the accounts kept by the Custodlians of OQuse Briqge
declined from £107 in 1454 to £90 in 1501, but the real
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decline in incomé was somewhat greater since a reduction in
the rent of a tenement was often recorded in the expenditure
section of the_accounts'sevgral years after the original
reduction, whilst the tenemént appeared with its old rent 1h
the revenue section. The amount of these reductions increased
from £2 in 1454 to £16 in 1501 and the real income'received by
the éustodians}therefore fell from £105 to £74, whilst the
real income per tenement declined from 7.6 to 6.2 shillings.
Moreover 1t seems probable that the income of other
Prdperty ovners in York wes contracting during this periéd.
Thus, the property owned by the Lierchant Adventurers Company
in‘Various parts of York for the upkeep of their hospital
produced en income of £41 in 1451, yet in 1497 the income from
this property had‘féllen to £34 and the 'decays of rent',
recorded in a special section of the account for that year;
aemounted to 59,(1) Private prbperty owners, tco, seem to
have been in difficulty. An inquisitlon post mortem held in
1488 on fhe death of Sir Richard Flizhugh declared that he
possesced 24 messuages in York which were ruinous for lack of
Pepairs;(z) six of the nine messuages in the city inherited

~,

by the son of John Metcalf, an alderman who died in 1502, were

(1) York Mercers, pp. 55-83, 99-101.
(2) cal. Ing., P.M., Henry VII, I, no. 350.

 ———. 3 e R e =
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ceid to be of no value because they were in 'decay';(l) and
in 1506 the property of Robert Stokys, Esquire, who died

possessed of lands in Bickerton, Thorp Arch, and Tockwith,

included a ruined tenement in York.(z)

In the early sixteenth century the decline in York's
‘ pdpulation continued. The number of persons enrolling as
| fieemen fell in each decade between 1491 an@ 1531, from 580
in 14§1_1501 to 517 in 1521-1531, and the enrolments for the
%1rst half of the sixteenth century as a whole were 20 per cent
lower than in the second half of the fifteenth century.
“The nalf-yearly income of the Viears Choral from their

Proberty in York, which had risen from £34 in the Martinmas

Term of 1500 to £39 in the Pentecost Term of 1510, fell in the
Pentecost Term of 1521, when 22 tenements were recorded as

vacant, to £32. The rents of civic property also declined.

The real income accounted for by the Custodisns of Ouse Bridge

rose from £74 in 1501 to £80 in 1503, as the number of

tenements increased from 237 to 246. But in 1518 the real

income from 244 tenements was only £64 and 10 years later it

had failen to £59, representinu en income of 5 4 shillings

pared with 6.2 shillings in 1501, ~

per tengmento con

(1) cal. Ing. P.M. Henl VIiI, II, no. 538.

(2) Ibid. III, mo. 232
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The decrease in population was now very evident and the
disposal of vacant and derelict houses was a serious problem
for the civic suthorities. It had become necessary by 1529.
to secure efficial epproval before any house could be taken
down(1) and in 1532-33 the members of Parlisment for the city
were 1hstruet§d to secure legislation that would vest in the
civic authorities the poseeeeion of all vacant sites where
houses had been demolishedlunless the owner agreed to rebuild
on the site. () |

Towards the middle of the sixteenih century there is some
evidence to suggest that the decline in population had ceased,
and the population of York between 1531 and 1550 may even have
incressed slightly. Thus, the number of persons enrolling ag
freemen rose from 1,048 between 1511 and 1531 to 1,195 between
1531 andg 1551. The income received by the Vicars Choral and
the Custodians of Quse Bridge from property in York also
increasged, elthough it was never greater than at the beginning
of the century. In the Pentecost Term of 1539, the last year
for which we possess a chamberlain s eccount roll before 1550,

the half-yearly income of the Vicars Choral amounted to £35,
compared with £32 in the Pentecost Term of 1521, and 4in 1546,

(1) York civic Records, III, 119.

(2) 1via. 139, 146.
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when the Chantry Commissipnérg noted the annual income of the
Viéars Choral. from various sourceé; rehﬂé from their téneméhts
in York reached a tdtallof 868.‘thus giving a halfayearly .
income of 554,(1) The income from civic property, meanwhile,
increased from £59 in 1533 to £69 in 1546, whilst the numbep
of tenemeﬁfs fell from 213 to 188, és_houses which had been
dilapidated or vacant for some years were abandcned.v
The population of York in the 1530's, near the end of

the period covered by this survey, was thus probably at i1tg
. lowest level since the beginning of the fifteenth centﬁry,i

vhen the population seems to have reached its peak.  The size
of the population at it; nadir cannot be directly determineq,
but a very rough estimate has been hazarded from the returng»
Of the Chantry Cammissioners for Yorkshire in 1548, which

State the number of communicants (housling people) in 17
bParishes of York.(z) It is impossible to discover the

mumber of cormunicants in the remaining parishes of the city,

but in 1381, the only occasion for which we possess even
tentative information about the distribution of people

between parishes, these parishes contained some seven

1) The certificates of the Commissioners appointed to
(1) Survey the Chaniries, Guilds, Hospltals, ete., Ir
m—le County of York, ed. W. Page, I, 25«30, ,

(2) 1vbid. 1I, 428-73.
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twentieths of the lay pérsons recorded by the Poll Tax
Collectors. If we assume fhat the distribution of population
between parishes had not changed greatly since 1381, we should
therefore expect that seven twentieths of the communicants in
York lived in these parishes, whilst the other thirteen
'twentieths, nunbering 4,128 persons;<li§ed in the 17 parishes
for which the number of communicants 1s stated. Hence, on
this basis, there would be a total of 5,570 communicants in
York. If we further sccept the assumption of Professor
Rusesell, following a suggestion by the editor of the Yorkshire
Chentry Returpg,hphat housling people"were normally over the
age of 14,(1) and that percons under that age constituted
one~third of the total population as in 1577,(2) there would
thus be some 8,300 people living in York in 1548.  But éince
there was no definite age limit laid down for admission to
camunion a number of communicants may have been below the age

of 14(3) and tne population may thus have been somewhat lower
than this.

(1) The Certificates of the Commissioners appointed to_survey
‘ the Chantries, Guilds, Hospitals, etc., in the County
York, e@,W.nge,II, xvi. Russell, Medieval Population, p.1l19. |

(2) Russell, op. cit. pp. 23-4.

(3) See The Catholic Encyclopaedia, sub 'Communion of Children';
Addls and Arnold's Catholic Dictionary, sub 'Children's |
Commurion'; E.L.Cutis, Parish Priests and their People in
the Middle Ages in England, Pe 496,
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A rough esﬁimate of the size of the population in 1548
based on the Register of Freemeh produces a similar figure.

- Thus, if we assume thét the mortality rate of freemen at the
end of the fifteenth'century and in the first half of the
sixteenth century can be calculated by analysing the length of
time that elapsed between a man's enfranchisement and the
probate of his will, and that the 116 freemen analysed in
Taﬁle III overleaf, were typical of the majority of freemen at
this period, it is possible to estimate, as in Tabie IV, that.
some 1,180 freecmen were alive in 1548 at the time of the
Chantry survey. Hence, if the freemen constituted 22. per
'cent of the population over the age of 14 as in 1377, the only
occasion when this proportion can be calculated, there woﬁld
be some 5,400 persons over the age of 14, and some 8,000
persons of all ages, living in York in 1548.

Both estimates therefore suggest that the population of
York in 1543 may have consisted of some 8,000 persons,
compared with some 10,800 persons in 1377 and perhaps &g many
as 12,000 persons at the beginning of the fiffeenth century
when the population had probably reached its peak. A gimilap
camparison with the early fourteenth century is not Possible,

if only because the wills of scarcely any York freemen befope
1390 are extant, but the population may have been slightly
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' / - TABLE III.

SURVIVAL RATE OF A SAMPLE OF 116 FREEMEN WITH WILLS
‘ IN THE YORK PROBATE REGISTRY PROVED 1518=1547.

—

Interval Number = Number Interval Number Number
between ~—~ ~ of of between of ~of
Enfrenchisement freemen freemen Enfranchisement freemen freemen
and probate with still and probate with  still -
of will “will alive of will will ° alive ™
(years) proved (years) proved

56 1l - 28 4 235
55 - 1 27 1 39
54 - 1 26 s . 40
53 - 1 25 1 . 48
52 - 1 24 2 43
51 1 1 23 1 45
50 1 2 22 '5 46
49 - 3 21 4 51
48 1 S 20 2 55
47 - 4 19 2 57
46 - 4 18 1 59
45 - 4 17 6 60
44 3 4 16 6 ' 66
43 2 7 15 ) 72
42 - 9 14 3 74
41 1 9 13 4 -
40 2 10 12 4 81
39 1 12 11 6 85
38 2 13 10 o) o1
&7 - 1 9 g 93
36 3 15 8 6 95
35 2 13 7 1 101
64 & 20 6 5 102
33 2 22 5 4
32 3 £4 4 5 i
a1 & 27 6 3 113
30 3 3l 2 - - 116
29 1 34 1 - 116
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enrolmert of

appointed on
the middle of Januarye

TABLE IV.
ESTIMATED NUMBER OF FREEMEN ALIVE IN 1548
~INTELVAL NULBER OF ESTIUMATED
BETWEEN (1) MEN NEWLY =~ PROPORTION  ESTIMATED
ENFRANCHISE- ACTUAL ENROLLED -~ - OF FREEMEN NUMBER OF
MENT AND YEAR - 'ON THE » =~ ALIVE IN FREEMEN
1548 REGggTER | ( UL1548 ALIVE IN
.-+ (MULTIPLIER
(YEARS) FRERMER el

56" 1492 - 14935 68 - - -

55 - 14903 - 1494 45 1/116 -

54 - 1494 - 1495 . 54 3 1/116 -

B3 1405 = 1496 - 70 | 1/116 1

- B9 1496 - 1497 55 o 1/116 -

51 1497 - 1498 78 1/116 1

B0 1493 - 1499. 44 : 2/116 1

49 . 1499 ~ 1500 67 : 3/116 9

. 48 - 1500 = 1501 59 , 3/116 1

a7 1501 - 1502 60 ‘ 4/116 2

46 - 1502 - 1503 64 4/116 2

45 1503 = 1504 47 | 4/116 2

a4 1504 = 1505 48 4/116 2

43 1505 = 1506 46 7/116 3

42 1506 - 1507 49 9/116 4

41 1507 - 1508 54 9/116 4

40 1508 - 1509 75 ‘ 10/116 6

39 " 1509 - 1510 58 12/116 6

38 1510 - 1511 41 13/116 5

a7 1511 = 1512 60 15/116 8

36 1512 - 1513 46 15/116 6

35 1513 - 1514 38 - 18/116 6

34 1514 - 1516 45 20/116 8

33 1515 - 1516 63 22/116 12

32 1516 - 1517 60 24/116 12

31 1517 = 1518 61 27/116 14

30 1518 -~ 1519 46 81/116 12

o9 1519 - 1520 67 : 34/116 20

| R— - TOTAL = 140

(1) The city chemberlains, who were responsible for the

new freemen, were at this period annua
the Festival of St. Maurlice the Abbot %%?
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ESTIMATED NUMBER OF FREEMEN ALIVE IN 1548

ENFRANCHISE-  ACTUAL ENROLLED .= OF FREEMEN NUMBER OF
MENT AND YEAR ON THE ALIVE IN FREEMEN
1548 REGISTER 1548 ALIVE IR
(YEARS) OoF (MULTIPLIER) 1548
i FREEMEN ' |
o8- 1520 . - 1521 45 35/116 14
oy 1521 - 1522 42 39/116 14
26 1522 .~ 1523 .66 40/116 23
25 1523 .- 1524 53 42/116 19
o4 1524 .- 1525 54 43/116 20
53 1525 = 1526 52 45/116 20
-y 1526 - 1527 44 ' 46/116 17
21 1527 .- 1528 72 - 51/116 32
20 1528 -~ 1529 43 55/116 - - 20
19 1529 - 1530 40 57/116 20
‘18 1530 = 1531 51 59/116 26
17 1531 - 1532 - 50 60/116 26
16 1532 = 1533 49 66/116 28
15 1533 - 1534 46 72/116 29
14 1534 - 1535 68 74/116 37
13 1535 = 1536 72 77/116 483
1 15%6 -~ 1537 46 81/116 32
3 1557 - 1538 84 85/116 62
10 1538 - 1539 70 91/116 - 55
9 1539 - 1540 76 93/116 61
8 1540 - 1541 67 95/116 55
7 1541 - 1542 71 101/116 62
6 1542 = 1543 56 . 102/116 49
5 1543 - 1544 60 107/116 55
4 1544 -.1545 51 111/116 49
3 1545 - 1546 51 113/116 50
o 1546 = 1547 61 116/116 61
1 1547 = 1548 62 116/116 62

TOTAL 1,046
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smaller then in 1548, for the number of freemen enrolled from
1301 to 1321 averaged less than 42 a year as compared with
more then 50 'a year in each decade between 1501 and 1551.
There wcre-thﬁs considerable fluctuations in the
POpulation of York during the two end a half centuries
covercd by this study. The populetion expanded by perhaps
some 50 per cent during the fourtéenth century, despite the
mortality caused by the Black Death and other outbreaks of
Plague, reached its peak about the beginning of the fifteenth
century ani then declined forrmore‘than & century until it
feturncd shortly béfore 1550 to elmost the same level as
before., The decline after the end of the fourteenth century,
therefore, did not represcnt a complete eclipse of the city's.
fortunes, put rather a failure to consolidate the gains made
during that century. There was no catastrophic depopulation

as in Lincoln, where the suburbs contractcd until the

population was concentrated largely in a single main street,(ly

anl in the middle of the sixteenth century, though it haa
lost much of its former glory, York was still an important

English town.

i

(1) J.w.F.Hi11, Medievel Iincoln, pp. 286-7.
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 CHAPTER_ VI

THE RECRUITMENT _OF YORK'S POPULATION

1. Immigrants from England and Wales.
The inhabitents of York, like those of London, Bristol, and

other lezding English cities, were of diverse origins,(l) and men
were attracted to the city from a wide area of Englend and the
Continent., The proportion of York's population recruited
beyond the city walls can never be determined, nor can this be
discovered for eny representatlve group of citizens. The
Register of Frecmen rarely indicates the place of origin of a
new freeman, and apprentice indentures, which might have
indicated the origins of apprentices entering various York
crafts, are seldom extant.(z) - Statistics of emigration sre not
availeble and ectimates of the size of the population, as we
have geen, are mere approximations.

Yet there is 1ittle doubt that the considerable number of
immigrents was one of the more striking aspects of York society.

The rapid expansion of the city during the second half of the

(1) See, for example, Thrupp, pp. 206-210; Calendar of the
) rigtol Apprentice Book, 15321565, Part I: 1552-15dp,
ed. D. Hollis.

(2) The Book of Apprentice Indentures, 1461-1502, mentioned in
" the Giles Catalogue of the municipal records, in fact
merely 1lists the names of persons becoming apprentices in
the weavers'! craft, with the names of their masters, for a
few scattered years in the late fifteenth century, -
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fourteenth century, despite the Black Death and other outbreaks
of Plague, would have been imposelble without a steady influx of
immigrants. It is significant that the'infrequent notes in the
Register of Freemen after the neame of a new freeman, indicating
that he was from a certain town or village, were at their
maximum between 1351 and 1400, and the regulations of & number
of York crafts towards the end of the century contain special
clauses governing the employment of immigrant labour. (1) 1p i
the fifteenth and early sixteenth centurles, as the population
declined, the number of immigrants must have been substantially
lower, But, perhaps because there was considersable emigration
and because the population was probebly not réplacing itSelf’(g)
some immigrants continued to arrive at York. Native and alien
immigr;nts ﬁay be tréced ;n a variety of sources in the>

fifteenth and early sixtoenth centuries, and 1t seems likely ;
that there wes never a time'when York failed to attract fresh E

scttlers, even if some of the existing inhabitants themselves ]

sought new homes and fortuncs.

(1) see, for example the regulations of the cardmakers B
. \(M.I’B. I, 79), weavers (M, B. I. 242), dyers (M.B.. I, 113), !
tailors (M, B, I, 100), glovers (M.B, IS 49), girdlers
(M.B. I, 18%), marshalls (M.B. 1I, 178), founders (M.B. I, 94) -
and lorimers end spurriers (M.B. I, 104). _

(2) For & bprief analysis of the number of children of York's
or a

when their father dled see
mayors Wh°~we”$h§1§§§ber of surviving sons who in their
pp. 258-59. o femily was still further reduced by the fact
Egrg ri;gegere'minors who died before manhood, whilst
otﬁerg entered the Church.
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L)

Thé great majority of York's immigrants were born in

Englend and Wales.
origin of most of them,

population, gunmarised in the Tables overleaf, suggests thet

two thirds of the immigrants from England and Wales came from
Yorkshire. Thus, in the second half of the fourteenth century
more than 70 per cent of the persons enrolled on the Register
of Freemen whose place of origin may be determined from notes
after their neres, exclusive of imnmigrants from Scotlend and -
overseas, were recrulted from Yorkshire, and in the early years
of the century, when 1t secus likely from their surnamcs that

some 69 per cent of the persons recorded on the Register of
Freemen had Yorkehire sncestors, the proportion of immigrants
caulng from the county may have been equally high. The
Regigter of Freémen, which supplies the only statictical
information available aboutrimmigrants, is subsequently less
useful, since the entries after the names of freemen
indicating their origin are much fewer in the 'fifteenth
century and are cpmpletcly abgent after 1511; nevertheless it
15 significent that 58 of the 80 freemen from England end
Vales enroliéd during the fifteenth century whose origin can 53

determined from these notes in the Register, had emigrated from

a town or village in Yorkshire. -

It is impossible to determine the precise

but a survey of certain samples of the
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TABLE I
GIN OF MEN ENROLLING ON THE REGISTER OF FREEMEN
EAMLLY gg{l-'él AS SUCGESTED BY THEIR SURNAMES. (1)— ,
1
Number Percentage of total |
County of Origin of to nearest whole  :
Freemen number.
1. Northumberland and Durham. , 22 6
2. Cumberland and Westmorland. 17 5 1
3. Yorkshire: |
Bast Riding 71 19
North Riding 8l 29
west Riding 106 o8
4. Lancachire and Cheshire. b 1
S. Derbyshire end Nottinghamshire. 9 o
6. Staffordshire, Lcicestershire, 11 ' 3
- and Rutland.
7. Lincolnshire. 22 6
8. Shropshire, Worcestershire, 7 2
Warwfgkshi;e, and Northamptone
ehire,
9. Huntinédonshirc, Ceribridge~- 3 1
shire, Norfolk, end Suffolk.
10. Oxfordshireé, Buckinghemshire, 9 o
Bedfordshire, Berkshire, ‘
Hertfordshire, liddlesex,
London, and EseeX.
11. Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, 5 1 ' %
Samerset, and wiltshire. } 2
12. Hampshire, Surrey, sussex, and 6 o ;
Kent. |
: Total o74 100
(1) Freémen with surnames suggesting that they had ancestors
from Scotland or from overseas have been omitted.
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ORIGIN OF MEN ENROLLING ON THE REGISTER OF FREEMEN

1351-1400, WHOSE PREVIOUS PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN
ENGLAND AND WALES IS INDICATED ON THE REGISTER
Number - Percentage.of total
county of Origin of to nearest whole
Freemen number-
1. Northumberland and Durham. ” 5
2. Cumberilend end Westmorland. 8 6
3+ Yorkshire: | |
East Riding 32 o3
North Riding 21 29
| west Riding | 46 32
4? Lancasghire and Cheshire.' (o]
6. Derbyshire md Nottinghamehire. P2
6. Staffordchire, Lelcestershire, 1
~ and Rutlend.
7. Lincolnshire. 6 4
8. Shropshire, Worcestershire, 2
Warwickshire, and Northamptqn—
shire. o '
9. Huntingdonchire, Canmbridge- o 1
shire, Norfolk, and Suffglk,
10. Oxfordshire, Buckinghamshire, o N
' Bedfordshire, Berkshire, -
Hertfordshire, Middlesex, = 7
London, and EsseX.
11, Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, - -
Samerset, and Wiltshire.
12, Hampshire; surrey, Sussex, and 1 1
Kent. 1 4
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ORIGIN OF MEN ENROLLING ON THE REGISTER OF FREEMEN
T461-1500, WHOSE PREVIOUS PLACE OF RESIDENCE IN
SNGLAND AND WALES IS INDICATED ON THE REGISTER

Number Percentage of total
County of Origin of to nearest whole
Freemen number, '
1. Northumberlend and Durhem. 2 3
2. Cumberlend and Westmorland. 6 7
3. Yorkchire:
East R1ding 12 15
North Riding 22 28
_West Riding 24 20
4, Lancashire and Cheshire. 1
B. Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire. 1 1
6. Staffordshire, Leicestershire, - _
and Rutland.
7. Lincolnshire. | 3 4
8. Shropshire, Worcestershire, o 3
War%)rickshj’.re, and Northampton-
shire. o
9. Huntingdonehire, Caribridge- 6 7
shire, Narfolk, end Suffolk.
10. Oxfordshire‘,’ puckinghamehire, 1 1
Bedfordshire, Berkshire,
Hertfordshire, Middlesex,
Lcendon, and EsseéXe
© 11. Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, - .
Scmerset, end Wiltshire.
12, VHamPshire, lSurrey, Sussex, and - -
Kent. , :
Total 80 100

|

o SR At < T A
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Immigrants from Yorkehire werc drawn fram all parts of the
county. In the second half of the fourteenth century men from
Yarn on the banks of the Tees, Cowlon, seven niiles north west of
Northallerton, and Upsall near Guisborough, in the north of
Yorkshirc; beceme freemen of York;(l) Richerd Cokerell of Danby
scre miles west of Whitby, and William Marshall of lMelsenby near
Ricliicnd were recorded on fhc Register of Freemen early in the
fifteonth contury;\?) eand in 1501, Richard Hemilton of York,
wlo hed been accused of belng a2 Scctsman, was able to prove
that he hed been born at Wycliff near Barnard Castle on the

Tees,(g) Froz the western borders of Yorichire in the region of

Skipton, came Robert le feuer of Marton in Craven, Williasm Moyses |

of Flagby, and John Jetour and Robert de Thwenge of Gisburn, who

Were enfranchised in the gccond half of the fourteenth century;(4)

John Holme of Burton in Lonsdale ncar the border of Westmorland
: (5

end Lancashire, becane a freeman in 1414; ) and in the third

quarter of the fourtcenth century, men fram Kexbrough near

Barngley, Tickhill, end Rotherhem, in the south of the county

1

(1) Regicter of Freemen, I, 61, 67, 69, 7z,

(2) 1via, I, 140, 145.
(3) En~lich ¥igcellsnies, p. 51

(4) Regicter of Freeuen, I, 50, 57, 62.

(5) 1bi4, I, 121.
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were recorded on the Register of Freemen.(l) A number of York's
citizens had also come from the Yorkshire coast.. Fishermen
from Whitby, gearborough, Flarborough and Bridlington, who had
perhaps often sold their catqhes in York,(z) were enrolled as
freemen in the late fourteehth and fifteenth centuries, whilst
an occasgional pannier maker, or merchant from this area such as
Willia;n vescy, & wealthy wool exportcr who left a legacy to the
abbot of Whitby for tithes unpaid when he was a parishioner
there,(s) and William Rede, who pequeathed & banner cloth to
Whitby Church and a house in the towp to his brother, also
gettled in York.(é) '

Most of the 1mm1gfants who came from outside Yorkshire
were not unnaturslly draWn from the adjacentlcounties and from
Cumberland, Northumberland, Staffordshire, Leicestershire, and
Rutland, counties which lie almost entirely with a circle of a
hundred miles radius from York. Within thie ecirecle, Durhanp and
Northumberland were two of the leeding counties from which York
drew her 1mm1grants. In the early fourteenthvcentury 1t seenms
likely that some six per cent of freémen had ancestors from

these counties and Table II suggests that in the second half of

(1) Register of Frecmen, I, 50, 51, 65.
(2) see p. 158. )

(3) Shaw, p.s7.

(4) T.E. v, 153-59.

i
i
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the century five per cent of immulgrants were recruited from this
area, An anzlysis of the less frequent notes on the Register of
Freemen after the names of men who enrolled during the fifteenth
century suggests that the inmportance of Durham and
Northumberlend as a source of lmmigrants was then slightlyiless.
Yet evidence from other sourccs indicates that irmigrants from
this area in the fifteentih century vere perhaps relatively more
nuaeroug than the Reglster would esuggest. Thus, John Hens, a
glover living in York in 1431, who had been falsely accused of
beiﬁg & Scotemsn, was able to prove to the civlic authorities .
that he hed been borh at Bichop Auckland;(l) Jokn Colyn, a
weaver enfranchised in 1436 had, nine years earlier, offered
evidence to chow that he was born on the outskirts of
DaPlington;(z) John Cheeman, & parber and chandler who died at
the beginning of the sixieenth century, bequeathned roney to
St.Giles Clurch in Durham where he had probably been born, ang
left his lends in the town to the Minster;(s) and

Ralph Harbottle, a merchant who became a freeman of the city in
1520, had begun his career as an apprentice from Norton on the

Tecs.(4) A number of immigrants from Northumberlang were also

(1) Enrlicsh Miscellanies, pe. 39
(2) Ibig, pp. 37-8. Register of Freemen, I, 210,

(3) T.E. 1V, 337. |
(4) Charberleins! Account Books, II, fol. 23v.
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recorded. Richard York and Beriram Daweson two mayors of York
in the late fifteenth end early sixteenth centuries, had
enigrated from Berwick on Tweed and Bamburgh respectively;(l)
John Saunderson,(a fisherman born at Cheswlck some four miles
from Berwick on Tweed, John leldrem, from Norham on the bénks
of the Tweed, and William Broun, & dyer born in Nisbet near
Wooler, went to the trouble of proving to the civic
authorities in the late fifteenth century that they were not
Scotsmen;(g) and from the south of the county, élose to

Newcastle on Tyne, had cone Andrew Lamb, a baker enfranchised
in 1468S3) - |
Cumberlend and Westmorland were of equal importance ag a
source of immigrants. . Some four per cent of men beconing
freemen of York in the early fourteenth century probably had
ancestors from these counties and Tables II end III,suggégt
that no less than six per cent of limigrants were recruited from
Cumberland and Westmorland in the second haelf of the fourteenth
and the whole of the fifteenth century. A ccnsiderable
proportion of the immigrants seem to have come from the Edén

Valley, along the main route leading from Carlisle to York

(1) 1.8, IV, 156-37; I.E. V, €l.

(2) Bnglish wigcellanies, pp. 86, &9, 38 respectively,

(3) Ibid, pp. 43-6; Reglster of Freemen, I, 187,
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crossing the Pennines at Brough and Bowes.  Some were from the
irmmediate neighbourhood cf Carlisle. Thomas de Collan and
Adem Blyssetblode, two men enfranchised towards the end of the
fourteenth century were stated to be from the city;(l)

John Richardson of York was able in 1476 to demonstrate to the
civic authorities that he had been born at Crosby some three
miles away;(z) end Robert Preston, a glaslier, who had probably
been born in that area, bequeathed a vestment to Wetheral priory
at the turn of the fifteenth century.(s) Others had come from

the region of Penrith and Appleby, further up the valley.

Williem Johannescon, Who beczme a freeman in 1391, had
emig}ated from Penrith;(4) willism Crosseby of York whose ﬁill
was proved in 1466 had probably been born at Crosdby Ravenswofth,
where his brother was still living;(s) and in the last quarter
of the fifteenth century, John Malson of Langwathby,

Williem Robinson, & weaver from Bolton near Appleby, and

Thomag Backhouse who had been born at the nelghbouring villsge

of Morland, produced evidence in York to show that they were

(1) Rerinter of Freemen, I, 82, 83.

(®) Inglish Miscellanies, Do 55

(8) T.E. IV, 216.

[ =

(4) Regigter of Preemen, I, 90.

(5) Y.p.R. IV, fols. 70-71.
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not Scotsmen.(l) gtill more nuuerous, however, were the
imﬁigrants from the region of Kendal. Four freemen were
recorded from the town in the second half of the fourteenth
century, and towerds the end of the following century, as
Kendal cloth began to be marketed in York on a considerable
scale,(z) a number of immigrants were attracted to the city
from that area. christopher Faddersall of Kendal was
enfranchised as & chapman in 1474;(§) two drapers, a merchant
énd two chapmen from Kendal were enrclled as freemen in the
final decade of the cehtury;(4) and Antony Middleton, a York
merchent whose will was proved in 1520, was probably born in
Kirkby l.onsdale where & trental of masses was to be sung for

Lancachire and Cheshire seem to have been a much less
1mportant source of irmigrants than the four most northern
English counties, perhaps because the Pennines were an obstacle
to easy communication, and Tebles II and III suggest that

barely two per cent of York's irmigrants came from these

(1) Enclish Miscellenies, PP 40, 49, 37 respectively,

(2) See PP. 66.
(3) Register of Freemen, I, 194.

(4) 1vi4, I, 216, 220, 222
(5) T.E. Vv, 102.
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counties., A number of the Lancashire immigrents probably
crossed the Pennines from Clitheroe by the route linking the
valleys of the Ribble and the Aire, and in the second half of
the fourteenth and the whole of the fifteenth century the
irmigrants who are known to have come from Lancashire included
two men from Clitheroe(l) in addition to John Stele and

Robert de Hyndeshawe of Lancaster,(z) John Ince, an 2lderman of

York who begueathed a silver chalice to the church of St.Elen
S
et his birthplace of Sefton,( ) and Robert Petty, a tapiter who
(4) :

was born at Urswick near Ulverston. )

The counties to the south of Yorkshire within a hundredq
miles radius of York seen to have provided a far smaller
proportion of its irmigranis than the four counties to the
north of Yorkshire within the same circle. Thus, the aznalysis
in Tables IT and III suggesis that a bare 2 per cent of York's
immigrants were drawn from Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire,
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, and Rutland, and 4 per cent from
the whole of Lincolnshire,'in the second half of the fourteenth

and in the fifteenth centuries, whereas as we have seen, some

(1) Rerister of Freemen, I, 62, 136.

(2) 1via. 1, 51, 88
(3) Y.P.R, V, fol. 308.
(4) T.E. v, 225.
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10 per cent of ymmigrants probably ceme from Durham,
Northumberland, Cumberland, and Westmorland.

The Lincolnshire immigrants were nmainly from the extreme
north of the county, as might have been expected from the
proximity of the region to York and its good camunications with
the city - advantages which immigrants from the remoter areas of
North viest yorkshire must have envied. Freemen from Scartho"
and Winteringham on the: banks of the Humber and from Bromby and
Ulceby less than a dozen miles away, were recorded in the late
fourteenth century;( ) a corn chapman from Kimington near
Caistor and another from Messinghem some ten miles north east
of Gazinsborough, were enfranchised in the third Quartér of the
fifteenth century;(z) the parents of John Fereby who was mayor
of York in 1478 and 1491, werec buried at Barton on Humber ﬁhere
a chaplain was instructed t0'sing maseses for their souls;(5) énd
‘John Beseﬁy, an aldermen of the darly sixteenth century was born
et the neighbouring town of Barrow on Humber.(4) 'The only
Lincolnshire immigrants during this period who are known to have

come from further south in the county, by contrast, are

(1) Repister of Frecrmen, I, 67, 100, 45, 69.

(2) Ibvia. 1, 194.
(3) T.E. I1I, 179N
(4) skaife, p. 125
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John de Letburn of Lincoln md John de Bossall of Spalding, who
were enfranchiced soon after the middle of the fourteenth
century,(l) end J;hn Halilee of Lincoln a fishmonger who was
made a freeman in 1505.(2)

Irmigrants from the Midlend counties within the ecircle
geem to have been drawn equally from each county in the area,
Robert Edwy of Newborough in Staffordshire was enrolled on the
Regigter of Freemen in 1335; Nicholas Bladsmith of Leicester,
'John Chamberleyne of Papplewick in Nottinghamshire, and
Williem de Clyfton of Derby, were enfranchised in the second
half of the fourteenth century; and William Mitton, e merecer

(3)

of Newark became a freeman in 1473.
The Hidland countles of Shropshire, Worcestershire,
Warwickshire, and Northamptonshire which lie just outside the
southern perimeter of the arca enclosed by a circle of g .
hundred miles radius from York; also provided a fgw imigrants.
The limiteq data'available éuggests that niost of these ceame

from Warwickshire; two wiredrawers fron Coventry were enrolled

as freemen of York during the third quarter of the fourteenth

century, when Coventry cardleaves were perhaps being golg in

(1) Rerister of Freemen, I, 46, 52.

(2) 114, 1, 227.
(3) Ivia. 1, 50, 52, 67, 97, 199.
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York for the menufacture of wool cards ac they were some 40
years later;(l) and in the fifteenth century Richard Marche
from Atherstone neér Tarmmvorth and Thomes Burlay of Coventry
were noted on the Register of Frecmen.(g) The enrolment of

frecmen in the second end third decades of the fourteenth

century with the surnames de Rokxingham and de Northampton
suggests that some York men had ancestors fram Northamptonshire
at that period and a few men fraz the county may tlhen have been
coning to live in York, but throughout our period no immigrants
can be definitely traced to that county or to Shropshire and
Worcegtershire. ‘

The Rastern counties of Norfollk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
and Huntingdonshire, were a further minor source of immigrants.
Three frecpcn between 1311 and 1330 had surncmes which suggest
that theip femilies had originally lived at Ely, Ludham,
twelve miles north eact of Norwich, and Punwich in Suffolk;

John Legard of ewafield and John Betteson of Rustcn in Noffolk
he second half of the fourtecenth centuryga)

were enfranchised in b

and in the 1ast decade of the fiftcenth century, perhaps as a

result of soue nisfortune whicih left them stranded in East

(1) Refister of Freemen, I, 59, 67; M.B. I, '79-30.

(2) 1b1a. I, 122, 171.
(3) 1vid. I, 49, 9.
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Yorkshire, four marincrs and a merchant of Southwold in Suffolk,
and a merchant of the neighboufing town of Vfélberswick, were
enroliéd as freemen of York. (1)
A few citizens of York had also come from London and the
Home Countives. Freemen with surnames suggesting that they or
their families had come from London, Buckingham, Dunstable in
Bedfordshire, Oxford, Thaxted 1;1 Essex, and Appleford in
Berkshire, were recorded in the early fourteenth century; and
iﬁ the cecond half of the century Joan de Vigmore of King's
Lahgley in Hertfordshire was noted on the Register of Freemen. (2)
The number of immigrants who can be traced to London is, howevep’
very emall despite the considerable amount of trade between York
and the capital. Few London men, no doubt, thought that York,
a town only a third of the size of London, held greater
orportunities than their native city. It is significant that
a Loundon poucluaaker accused of theft, who sought WOi’k in York
when no one would employ him, returncd to the capital once he
had worked in York lcng enough to secure a certificate of good
cenduct fraa his employers,(5) and only three persons recorded

on the Register of Freemeh had notes after their nsnmes

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 218, 221, 224.

(8) Ivid. 1, 76.

(3) Galendar of Plea and Memorenda Rolls of the City of
London, 1364-1381, ed. A.H,Thomas, p.14.
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indicating that they were from London between the middle of the
fourteenth cem—,ur:,ri and the early sixteenth century when such
notes cease.

Irmigrants from the south eastern counties of Kent, Surrey,
Susscﬁ, and Hampshire, from the south ﬁestern counties of
Hevreforashire, Cloucesterghire, Somerset, and Wiltehire, and
frem Vales were naturélly very rarce - In the early fourteenth
century men viere rcéorded on the Register of Frecmen with
gurneres suggesting that they had ancegtors from Kent, Aldingburp
in Suscex, winehcster, Bristol and Vilnchcomb 1n Gloucestershire,
end Taunton and Godney in Somerset; but Willleam Attetrewe of
Bristol, who beceeme a freeman in 1337, and John Chaundeler of
Kent, who was enfranchised in 1336, are the only immigrants from
the vhole of this area who have been traced during our period. (1)

The populstion of later medieval York was thus drawn from
a wide ares of Eiglend bounded by pleces as far distant as
Carlisle, Coventry, Bristol, London, Swaficld in Norfolk, and
EBerwick on Twveed. Yet some 70 per cent of English\immigranté
appear to have.,been Yorkehlremen and more than 90 per cent of
York's population, cxclusive of occasional zlien immigrants, lwas

probably recruited from within a circle of a hundred miles radiug

from the city, bounded in the north by the frontier with Scotlang

—

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 32, 383.
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and in the south by a line running roughly between King's Lynn,
Leicester, Stafford and Chester.  Moreover it is clear that
within this circle a considerably greater proportion of
immigrants were drawn from Durhem, Northurberland, Cumberland,
and Westmorland, the counties to the north of Yorkshire, than
from Derbyshire, Nottinghamshire, Staffordshire, Lelicestershire
and Rutland to the south, whilst a relatively sm=11 proportion
of immigrants ceme from Lincolnshire except for the extreme
north of the county within easy reach of York, or from
Lanceghire end Cheshire. York was therefore recrulting a
somewhat greater proportion of its population locally than was
fifteenth century lLondon, which probably drew less than a thirg
Of 1ts immigrants from the adjacent counties together with
Berkshire, puckinghsmshire, Hertfordehire, Hampshire, ang
Sussex,(l) end York never beceame a truly 'national melting pot'
even in the late fourteenth century when immigration wag at its

height,

(1) Thrupp, pp. 208-211.
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2. Other Immigrents.

' Scotland, Ireland, and the rest of Europe were naturally
& much less 1mportan£ gsource of immigrants. Some indication
of the small proportion of immigrants drawn from beyond Englaend
and Waleg is obtained from the occasional notes in the Register
he names of new freemen indicating thelr

of Freemen after t
The Register almost certainly exaggerates

Place of origin.
the propoftion of immigrants from abroad since their blace of
origin was more likely to have been recorded than that of the
more familiar and less striking English 1mmigrants, yet the
notes in the Register suggest that no more than 10 per cent of
immigrants in the second half of the fourteenth century and

7 per cent in the fifteenth century came from Scotland and

overseas. |
The relatively emall number of immigrants coming from

beyond England and wales is also suggested by-an}analysis of
the alien subsidy returns for York in 1439, which provide»the
most comprehensive survey during our period of the number of
persons living in York who had been born outside England and
Wales. Thus when an inquiry was held in the Gildhall that

year to determine the names of people in York who had to pay
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the alien éubsidy(l)- lay persons over the age of 12 who had
been born outside England and Wales, excluding naturalised
Persons and women who had married Englishmen or Welshmen(g) -
only 83 persons were recorded as liable to tax out of a lay
Population #ﬁich pfobably emounted, as in 1377, to some 11,000
persons.(s) ‘The returns do not indicate which alieﬁs were
married but even if we assume that all the 72 men recorded
were marpried and hé& on the average one surviving child under
12 years of age who had also been born outside England ang
Wales, there would still have been less than 160 immigrants
from Scotlend and overseas, exclusive of naturalised persons
and women who had English or Welsh husbands, resident in York,
representing a mere one per cent of the lay Population.

It 1s impossible to determine the number of immigrants
from Scotland and overseas 1living in York in 1439 who haa
become naturslised subjects, but it 1s probable that they

(1) Exchequer, Lay Subsidy Returns 217/45. The names are
repeated in Exchequer, Lay Subsidy Returns 217/46 together
with a statement of the amount actually collected in tax
when the two equal instalments of the subsidy for the Yyear
were due. It would appear from this statement and frop
marginal notes opposite the names of persons liable to
tax that some 30 men and women left the city during the

year, — - - o ——

(2) M.S.Guiseppl, 'Allen Merchants in England in the Firte
Century', T.R.H. S, New Series, IX, 91-2; Rotyuji - teenth

'} <y

(3)see pp, 191-93.

Parliamentorum,v,6.
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constituted only & Very emall propertion of such immigrants.
Men from.3cotland and overseas seert to have been admitted

fo nost crafts and trades and to have teen able on admission
to the freedom of fhe city to work as master craftemen end
traders with the same commercial privileges in York as -
other frecemen. Hence it secms likely that only the richer

and_ﬁope eribitious men who wished to hold eivic office,

|
from which aliens were excluded after 1419,(1) to pay

custons duty on imports and exports at the lower rate paid
by native erchants, or to acquire and dispose of real
pProperty, went to the expense of obtaining letters patent
of denization or naturalisation by Act of Parliament.(2)
Thus, seven of the persons assessed for the allen subsidy
of 1439 had enrolled as freemen in the occupations of
tailor, goldsmith, shearman, potter, gkinner, and
cordwainer, at verious dates between 1413 and 1432,(3) ang

it would sppear that they ncver were naturalised, whilst

N\

(1) M.B. 11, 2114, 86.°

(2) A.Bearawood, Allen Merchants in Enszland, 1350-1377
P 5685 'W-5.Holdsworth, A History of English Law,

IX, 75=7.

(3) John Grete, John Rodes, Diryk Johnson, Bernard Mallen,
Richard Denc, Roland Yonge, Gilbert Man.  Regigter of
Freemen, I, 120, 130, 134, 133, 142, 143, 145, respectively.
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Peter van Uppestall, a merchant of Brebant enfranchised in
1403, and Henry Market, a Hanseatic merchant enfranchised in
1412, had been freemen for eleven and eighteen years
respectively before they became naturalised BUbJects.(l) The
alien subsidy returns.of 1439 should therefore record very
nearly all the persons over the age of 12 living in York who
had been born outside England and Wales and the estimate
that they constituted only one per cent of York's lay popula-
tion would seem to be reasonably correct.

The fragmentary evidence available thus suggests that
Imiigrants from outside England and Wales never formed an
important minority of the population as in London or
Southampton,(2) Yet the widespread commercial contacts of
York with the Continent and her proximity to the38cottish
border drew to the city‘a steady trickle of immigrants frqm
many lands,

Scotland probably provided the largest number of
immigrants, although the open end the unofficial hostilities
that ragedq between England and Scotland during most of the

later Middle Ages gave Scotsmen arriving 1n York a notoriety

(1) C.P.R. 1415-16, p.194, C.P.R. 1429-36, P.43; M.B. IT
49, 185; Re 1'ter of Freemen, I, 106, 117. 4

(2) Thru . 50-51; A.Ruddock, Italian Merehants s_and
Shipping in Southampton, 1270-1500.
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that may have exaggerated tihelr relative importance. It ie
significant that in 1419 when Scottish immigrants were
particularly unpopular, seventeen men and women of Scottieh
birth in York publicly declared their loyalty to the king and

city, whi1st arother six made a similar declaration within

in York was approximately the sa.e as in 1&59, that persons
born in Scotland represented about a quarter of thelimmigrants
drewn froa beyond Ehgland and Wales.(l) No comparable '
estimate is possible at 6ther periods but the relétivc numberp
of Scottish 1mm1grants.ln Yerk in the late fifteenth and early
Bixteenﬁh(centuries is suggested by the frequency with which
Imigrants horn in the wost northern counties of England were
accusged of being Scots“en and wcnt to the trouble of obtaining
a8 public statement that they werec not of Scottish parentage,(a)
The birthplace of the Scottish lumigrants is not always |
specified but it would appear that'they were drawn mainly from
‘the eastern half of the qountfy- Thug all but one of the sixteen
- immigrants in the rifteenth century whose birthplace éan be

identified - & man from Clydesdale - came from the Last of

(1) #.B. II, xiii, 86, 114-120.

(2) See pages 215-218.
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Scotland;(l) Four'were from Kelso, Jedburgh, ahd Roxburgh‘in_
the extreme South East, adjacent to the English border, two
from Edinburgh, two from the whole of 'Lothian', one each from
Linlithgow, Cumbernauld, and Monimail in Fifeshire, one from

- the county of Angus, and two from Aberdeen, the most northern

(2)

The Low Countries also provided many immigrants. In the

Place mentioned.

second and third quarters of the fourteenth century, during

the great expesnsion of the York textile industry, the imnigrants
wvere mainly weavers, fullers, and dyers displaced from the |
declining industries of Flanders and Brabant. The two weavers
of Brabant 11;ing in York in 1336 who were granted letters or
protection by Edward III, were merely the forerunners of other
textile workers.(s) Ghent, Louvaln, and Malines, were
specifically mentioned as the towns from which five York - }
freemen enrolling between 1341 and 1370 had migrated to York, ﬁ
four more freemen were simply stated to have come from Flanders,

4
and enother was described as 'Brabant';( ) two dyers enrolling ~

(1) M.B. 11, 120.
(2) M.B. 17, 114-120; C.P.R. 1461-67, p.333,

[l

(3) C.P.R. 1334-38, p.341; W.Cunningham, The Growth of Eng1i I
Industry end Commerce during the Early and Middle A €8, p.306.

(4) Regleter of Freemen, I, 37-63. |
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during the peried had the names Jouine de Nivell and

Arnald de Lovayne, and Geoffrey de Lovayn, who was a weaver,
became a freeman in 1562.( ) The arrival of the ~earlier of
these aliens has been noted by Miss Sellers and

Professor Heaton,( ) but they failed to emphasize that the
immigration continued until the end of the century and wag
not confined simply to textile workers. Thus,

Geoffrey Overscote of Brabant and Nicholas le Yhonge of

. Flanders who enrolled as freemen in 1873 were described as

merchant' and 'bellowmaker' respectively, two weavers from
Malines and another with the name John van Seint Trudeﬁ
became freemen towards the end of_the century; and,it is
Probeble that Denis Tukbacon who enrolled as a merchent in
1398 hagq like his nemesake Henry Tukbacon also come from
Malines.(a) /

In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries therevis no
definite trace of Flemish immigrants living in York, although
some of the persons enrolled on the Register of Freemen
during the fifteenth century with gurnames such as Van Derhill,

Van Kamp, Vanconehoven, Van the Brouke, and Van'Yende, may

(1) Regigter of Freemen, I, 35, 54, 56.

(2) u Sellers, 'social and Economic History', V.C.H.Yorks re,
III, 436-40; Heaton, pP. 12-21.

(5) Register of Freemen, I, 70, 87, 94, 96, 100.
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i

1) A number of

perhaps‘have emigrated from that'country.(
imnigrants from Brabant, however, were recorded. Rumbald Bone,
described succinctly as Brabant, and Peter van Uppestall, a
merchant who was naturalised in 1416, became freemen in the
first decade of the fifteenth century°(2) a haberdasher known
88 Andrisn Vanlire, who became a freeman in 1439, may have
originated from Lier in Brabant;(3) and 1t is possible that
Hugo Goez, a printer who settled for a time in York at the
beginning of the sixteenth century, was the son of

Matthisg Goez, an eminent printer of Antwerp.(4)

‘Men from Holland and Zeeland also settled in York, Thus,
John'Wynand, en alien merchant living in York in 1352, who
obtained exemption from the payment of the Petty Customs duty %
of three pence in the pound, was stated to have been born in g
Zeeland,(5) 4 Hugo de Seland became a freeman in 1362, ang r

two rreemen enrolling towards the end of the century were

known as William end Henry Selander,(a) whilst John Luttyng

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 121, 155, 165, 171, 173.

'(2) Ibvida, 1, 104, 106. Peter van Uppestall was naturalised'
in 1416 W.B. II, 49-50; C.P.R. 1413-16, p.1os, |

(3) Register of Freemen, I, 154.

(4) Davies, York Press, p.15. |
(5) C.P.R. 1350-54, p.374. o | o |
(6) Register of Freemen, I, 55, 81, 91. :
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who became a freeman in 1358, was said to be 'from Holleand'!,
and Nicholas de Holand who enrolled as a freeman a few years
earlier had probably came fram Hollend too.(l) Other

Immigrants from these countries umay be connectéd wifﬂﬂa

Specific town. A turner in the third quarter of the fourteenth
/'century with the nome of William de Uteright, and

Lamkyn Vantreight, who was enfranchiced as a beer brewer in
1443, may have emigrated from Utrecht;(g) Warmebold van Harlsm
and John Garward in the late fourteenth centur& had emigrated
from Haarlem,(s) which was then rieing to fame with the

eéoncmic expension of North Holland;(4) and Nicholas Middelburgh,
an alién recorded in the 1439 subsidy returns,(5) hed probably
‘come from Middelburg in Zeeland.  Dordrecht, the most

important town in Holland in the early fourteenth century, (6)
seems to have been the source of a number of immigrants. A,

shearman with the name Haulkyn de Durdraght and a fuller known

(1) Repister of Freemenm, I, 52, 29.
(2) 114, 1, 57, 167.

(3) 1v14a, 1, 82 98; warmebold van Harlam was grented letteps
, of denisation in 1405 (C.P.R. 1401-05, p.204).

(4) Postan, ¢, B H.E., II, 251-56.

(5) Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/45, 46.

(6) N. J. M, Kerling, Cormercial Relotions of Hollend ang Zeelend

with Enclsnd from the Late 13th Century to the C e fa '
the Middle Acegs PP 4=24.
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as Gerome de Durdraght, became freemen in 1344 and 1359
re;pectivély, Gerade Rose end Henry Payntour of Dordrecht
were enfranchised later in the century, and in 1417 a
Henry Tetherikéon'van Durdfaght.was recorded on the Regiéter
of Freemeﬂ.(l) | |
Another important source of immigrants in the fourteenth
and early fifteenth centuries was Germany. There is usually
no indication of the gxact region from which the immigrants
had arrived; Richard de Demelrothe who became a freeman in
1348 wag simply stated to be de Alman, Gocelln del Haghe was
described as Esterling on thé Register of Freemen two yeafs
later, the origin of Peterkyn Pouchemaker was given as‘Estland
in 1351, and Paul Fresshe, a vintner who enrolled as a fréeman

in 1415 was recorded &s Teutonicus.<2) But a number of metal

workers mentioned in the Register of Freemen towards the
middle of the fourteenth century may pgrhaps have emigrated _
from Cologne which was then a famous centre for the manufacture
of armour.(g) Thﬁs two Germans, Christian de Devensrode, and
Godeskalk Scudik, were enfranchised as armourers in 1341 ad.

1351 respectively; a Matthew de Colonia was recorded as an

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 37, 53, 64, 78, 124.

(2) Ivia, 1, 40, 42, 45, 122.
(3) Postan, C.E.H.E., II, 129.
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and two more members of the craft who

armourer in 1353;
enrolled as freemen in the second quarter of the century were

known as Arnald de Almaygne and Ingilbright de Alman.(l) The
majority of German 1mm1grants were however. probably merchants
drwwn from the leading Hanseatie ports which stretched in an
arc across the north of Germany from Cologne on thc Rhine,
through chmen cnd Lubeck to Danzig and beyond. Three
Germens 1iving with their families in York in 1352 obtained
exemption from payment of the Petty Custom of three pencc in
the pound paid by alien merchants on all goods imported and
eéxported by them,( ) -Henry wyman a Hanseatlc merchant who
settled in York‘latef in the centufy married'the~daughter of
a foﬁnep mayor and subsequently held that office himself on
three occasionS'(5) end another German merchant, Henry Market,
seemed degtined for equal civic fame before death cut short
his career in 1443 less than a year after he had held the
office of sheriff.<4) Less fortunate was Melchiof Honeman a
merchant of Danzig who gettled in York towards the middle of

the fifteenth century, for in 1450 whilst engaged in tradc

(1) Regigter of Freemen, I, 35, 44, 47, 24, 26, respectively.

(2) Co P. R. 1550-54, p.355o |
(3) See hig biography in Appendix E.

' (4) M.B.II, 185; Register of Freemen MS. fol. 206v..
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with prussia he was imprisoned at Koiberg, on the grounds that
English merchants had robbed men of thé toﬁﬁ”two”Years'
previously. His protests that he was of German birth were of
no avail and the civic authorities of Danzig who had written to
Kolberg on his behalf were iﬁfonmed that heAwould be held as a
hostage until the English merchants paid compensation, since
he had no possessions in Danzig, but was on the contrary an
Englieh subject living with his househoid and family in York. (1)
A number of 1mmigrants also came from France. There is
often no indication of the district of France from which they
had émigrated; two servants assessed for the alien subsidy
of 1439 possessed the surname Franchehan,(z) Nevell Morrens,
an alien 1living in the'parish of St.Michael le Belfrey, was
recorded by the collectors of the 1524 Lay Subsidy as a
Frenchman, (3) and Stepheh Darragon who was enfranchised in
1538 was described on the Register of Freemen as Gallicus and
on the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1545 as Frensman. (4)  The more
specific information available about some other French

irmigrants, however, suggests that the French settlers were

(1) Repister of Freemen, I, 154; U,B, VIII, 548-49.
(2) Exchequer, Lay Subsidles 217/4s.
(3) L.A.7, 1v, 170,

(4) Resister of Freemen, I, 257. Exchequer, Lay Subsidies
217/109, ) '

e 2 L
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perhaps drewn mainly from the north of the country, and
Perot de Casawas who gserved his eapprenticeshlip with a York
armourer in the late fourteenth century is the only Gascon
who has been,definitely_traced as a rcsident of York.(l)

John Crespyn, recorded on the Register of Freemen in 1338 as
medicus wag stated to have come from Cambrai,(g) Edmund Jordan,
& surgecon who settled in York shortly before the middle of the
sixteenth century'had emnigrated from Orleans,(s) and ceveral
of the irmigrants were born in Normandy. Two prisoners of
war’captured there in the early fifteenth century wefe
employed as cervants by a York skinner; & John Buteler of
Normandy in 1425 swore allegiance to the King end the city
before {he mayor of York; eand William llasyse and John Bothe,
two of the householders recorded in the allen subsidy returns
Of 1443 apq 1444, were described as Normand. (4) John Gatenet,
8 French printer who resided in York in the early sixteenth

century after living for a number of years in Hereford, nay

have been born in the neighbourhood of Rouen where he was

(1) M.B. II, 29.
(2) Repigter of Freemen,yl, 33.

(3) W.Page, Letters of Denization end Acts of Naturalieat
for Aliens in Enclend, 1509-1603, p.138; Letters and
Papers, Xiv, part ii, no. 619 (54)

(4) M.B. 11, 78-9, 119; Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/51.
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éssociated with the publication of a Latin-Engish Dictionary
in 1517,(1) and Michael Dieppe, a Frenchman recorded in the
1542 La&(éﬁbéiéy Returns was perhaps also a ngtive of Normandy.(z)i
Men from other foreign countries rarely settled in York.
A physician and a goldsmith, Graciamus de Agnero and
Martin soza, who subsequehtly became sheriff, emigrated from
Spain in the early sixtcenth century when the merchants of
Hull and York participéted 1h the general expension of English
trade with that country;(z)’and from Iceland,wthe northern
Pole of York's commerce, came Gomondrus Johnson to register asg
a freeman in 1475.(4) Ireland was 8°ar°31y Q0§¢m}@portant
as a source of 1mm1grants, perhaps because York merchants had
no interests theree. The surnames of a handful of freemen

enrolling in the fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries

. suggest that they may have been of Irlsh descent; a

Richard Fitz Diéu was recorded on the Register of Freemen as a
merchant in 1338, Adam Irysh was noted as a porter in 1390, a

linen weaver who was enfranchised in 1417 possessed the surname™

&

(1) Davies, York Press, PP- 21-27. Davies merely traced
Gatchet to his previous residence in Hereford but he was
in fact a Frenchman. Y.A.J.IV, 171} Exchequer, Lay Subsidy
Returns 217/99, 102, 103, 110; Letters and Papers, VIII,
no. 802 (23). :

(2) Exchequer, Lay Subsidy Returns 217/102.

(3) See pages 101-102.

(4) Regipter of Freemen, I, 195.
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Fitz Alan, ané‘a man given the freedom in 1422 was known as
Maurice Fitz Thomas.(l) The only definite reference to
Irish settlers in York however occurs in 1394 when

Mat@hew Sadeler and Henry Baret, a wcol merchant, were granted
| exeéption from the royal proclamation reairing all persons
born in Irelend to return to their native country.(z)

,i Scotland, Ireland, and each of the Continental countries
witﬂ which York merchents traded, except perhaps Norway,vthus
Jproeided a number of 1mmigrants for the crafts and trades ef
the city, The total contribution of aliens to the labour
force of York, as we have seen, was negligible, and the
limited supply of alien labour was diffused over a wide veriety
of'occupations go that few crafte or trades absorbed mbre than
a hendful of immigrants. In certain trades however a
concentration of aliens may be discerned. A scorc of the -
textile workers recorded on the Register of Freemen between
1351'and 1400, had probably emigrated fran the Low Countries'(s)
-1t has been seen that a few master armourers recruited to the
craft towards the middle of the fourteenth century were of
| German origin, end the printing industry in York in the early

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 33, 83, 125, 131.

(2) c.p.R. 1391-96, DP- 451’ 461; C.P.R. 1401-05, p, 145,

(3) Re ister of Freemen, I, 35, 37, 48, 51, 55-6, 75, 81, o4,
96; G.PJRT“isbl-gs, p. 285.
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sixteenth century was almest entirely in the hands of aliens.(l)
The goldsmitﬁs of York, too, included-many aliens in tﬁeir
renks; Warmebald ven Harlem, from Holland who was natﬁralised
in 1403 and married the daughter of a former mayor,
William‘de gelby, was recorded on the Reglster of Freemen as a
goldemith in 1586;(2) Martin Soza, a Spanish irmigrant who
became gheriff, entered that occupation in the sixteenth
century; and 8 6f the 62 goldsmiths who were enfranchised
between 1411 end 1460 were aliens, in addition to other members
of the craft whose nemes strongly suggest that they were also
of foreign descent. (8)

| The ready absorption of gliens by these crafis may have
reflected the technical gsuperiority of the foreign craftemen;
the‘introduction of printing to York in the early sixteenth
century geems to have beeh due lérgely to their initiative;

and the armourers, too, may have“learnt new techniques from

(1) Davies, York Press, pp. 7-27. John Gatchet, a printer
whom Daviecs merely traced to hie previous residence of
Hereford, was in fact a Frenchman. LA J. IV, 171;
Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/99, 102, 108, 110;
Letters and Papers, VIII, no. 802 (23)

(2) T.E. 11I, 50n; C.P.R.1401-05, p.204; Register of Freemen, I, 84.

(3) The goldemiths definitely identified as allen immigrants
were John Watson, John Rodes, Diryk Johnson, Nicholss Colayn
Herman Horn, John van Arscot, Walter Gorras, and ’
John de culayn (M.B. II, 115; - Exchequer, Lay Subsidies
217/46, 51, 63; Register of Freemen, I, 127, 130, 134,

157, 144, 154, 158, 169).
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craftsmen emigrating from the famous industry of Cologne.
But the technique of the textile industry»and the goldsmiths
was perhaps 1it£1e advanced by allen immigrants. Thus it
seems likely thét thé craft df goldsniths, 1nstead of
receiving Sk111éd craftsmen fr§m a particular region over a
fairly short period of time, bringing with them new craft
processes, Was continually sbsorbing alien immigrants'frcm
many lands throughout our period. - The earliest slien
éoldsmith of whom we have record - a Michael de Reukirk of
Flenderg - was enfranchised in 1548;(1) men from Scotland,
Holland, Flanders, end probsbly from France and Germany were
recorded in the craft in the fourteenth end fifteenth
centuries; and foreign gsettlers were still entering thg
industry in the early sixteenfh century when the Spaniard
Martin Soza became & freeman. In the textile 1ndustry the
entry of aliens was in fact limited to a few decades of the
fourteentnh century. Bul Heaton has demonstrated that
foreign textile workers did not 1nit1ate the expansion of the
York industry;(®) and Sagher has suggested that the alien

textile Workers can have made virtually no technical

contribution to the English industry since the typlecal product

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 40.

(2) Heaton, ﬁp; 15-16.
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of York snd meny other English centres of production was a
light cheap cloth very different fron the'highly processed
expengive naterial manufactured in the Low Countries.(l)

It would thereforé geem that alien immigrants made
relstively 1little contribution to the economic develoﬁment
of York either by their labour or by superior technical
knowledge., But the migraﬁion of men born in’such diverse
regions as Iceland, Pruésia, and Spain, fully reflected the

Widespread international connections of the city.

(1) H. de gagher, 'L'imnigration des Tisserands Flamands et
~ Brabangons en Angleterre sous Edward III, M€lsnges
d'histoire offerts & Henri Pirenne. .

g > W ¥ SR R -
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CHAPTER VII

THE DISTRIBUTION OF WEALTH
AMONG THE E_INDUSTRIAL AND TRADING C COMMUNITY.

1. The Pattern of Wealth Distribution.

Some of the main occupétions in York have now been éurveyed
and it has been suggested that the activities of the principal
merchants and the leading members of the cloth-making industry,
when the 1ndustry.was at its height, clearly distinguished them

. from the majority of thelr fellow citizens. Hence it is
rertinent to 1nQEStigate the distribution of wealth in York ang
to enquire how far it reflected the important part played by the
leading merchants and textile entrepreneurs in her economy. |

It 1s‘1mpossible to make a direct comparison between the

incomes of the members of various occupations either individually

or as a group, for although at one moment, in 1436, we possess
the returns of a tax levled on all persons in York who received
a net income of £5 a year or more from land,(l) scarcely any

information about the total wealth of 1nd1viduals is available,

Yet very approximate and indirect comparisons of_wealth and income

based on the number of servants employed and the value of certain
men's movable goods strongly suggest, as we should expect, that

there were wide variations of wealth among the industrial and

(1) Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/42; the document is summarised
in Appendix D.
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(1)

treding community of York, as in London, Bristol and elsewhere,
and cnable us to determine who were the most prosperous freemen

of York.
t direct estimate of the extent to which the wealth

The mos
6f individuels varied is obtained by analysing the value of their
movable goods et death. It is rarely possiblc to obtain this
information from wills. The custam of the city decreced that one
third of a man's movable goods at death should go to his wife,
end one third to his children for equal division, while the
remainder was to be spent as he decreed on funeral expenses,
personal legacies, &nd religious and charitable bequests for the
salvation of his coul; 4f his wife was dead the children were to
receive half of the goods, whilst 1f she was still living but no
children of the merrisge survived, her eshare was similarly to be
increassed to & half.(z) A testator therefore did not specify the
value of the goods to which his next of kin were entitled and he
frequently left the uhsPecified residue of his portion, after

meking one or two more ecscntial legacies, for his executors to

allocate between various rcligious and charitable causes.

Inventories giving the value of novable goods of York men at

(1) Thrupp, chapter 1II, passim. Carus-Wilson, Medicval Merchant
Venturers, pp. 74-95-

(2) WeS.Holdsworth, A Histo of English law, III, 551-23
- " E.C.P, 877/11; T.k. IV, 9, 24; Y.P.R. II, fol. 73, XI,

fol.: 629.
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d?ath during this period, moreover, are no longer extant save for
‘Bome dozen men who resided in a peculiar of the Dean and Chapter
of the Jinster or who died when the see of York-was vacant. (1)
Yet it ig clear from these investories, from a handful of wills
in which the testator specified the value of the goods his
children were to reccive because a daughter had been given some
of her share in advence on marrlage, end from a few lawsuits
which falued a man's movable goods in the course of disputes
between his executors and creditors or sameé of his next of kin,
that the value of movable goods left by York men at their death
varied enormously.

The wealthiest man mentioned in such sources was
John Aldestanmore, & merchant and foruer mayor of York whose
movable goods, which included 58 sarplers of wool, were stated in
8 lawsuit after his death in 1434 to be worth £1,600.(2) The gooas
of another merchant, John Chapman, a century later, were said to
be worth over £1,OOO,(3) whilst Peter qackson end John Rasyn, two
aldermen of York, who ranked with movable goods worth more than
£600 each ag the third and fourth wealthlest men of whom we have

such PP6018e7record,(4) were also merchants. Two sixteenth

(1) D, & C.Library Inventories; some of these have been partl
) Sumarised in f.E. I1I, IV, and V. y

(2) E.c.p. 10/296. | J
(3) E.c.p. 728/2.
(4) E.C.P, 660/34, 877/11.
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century mayors who were enfranchlised as tailors possessed

(1) whilst

movable goods respectively worth £300 and £240,
Ralph Pulleyn a goldsmith and contemporary mayor had goods and
Chattels whose value exceeded £280. (2) At the other end of the
scale, by contrast, the movable goods of a mason who died in

1438 and a vestmentmaker who died in 1530 were valued_ét less
than 512.(5) william Coltman a brewer who died in 1481 possessed
Fgoods worth Siightiy more than £12°(4) end John Carter a tailor
who died four ycars later had goods valued at £36.(5)

Other data available on the distribution of wealth in the .
form of movable goods in York is by comparison much less direct
and affords only an impression of the relative value of movable
‘goods pogsessed by different individuals.  Nevertheless this
data covers a much larger number of persons and it 1s avallable
at various points of time so that it 1s possible to gain same

impression of the changes in the composition of the wealthiegt
members of the trading and industrial community in York during

our period.

(1) Thomag Bankhouse and John Lewes. E.C.P. 749/41;
YOP.R. XIII’ f010 1005. ’

(2) Y.P.R. XI, fol. 529.

(3) D. & Cc. Library, Inventoriés of John Bradford and
Robert Locksmith; IT.E. III, 95-6; T.E. V, 324.

(4) . & ¢. Library, Inventory; T.B. III, 261.
(5) D. & C. Library, Inventory; I.E. III, 300-304.
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The returns of the lay subcidics of 1327 and 1334 levied on
Lovable goods in York provide two such surveys at the beginning
of our pcriod.(l) The ascessmentd for the subsidies almost
certa1n1§ ﬁﬁder-éstimate the real value of men's movable goods

for no one wag essesced et more than £26 in 1327 or more than £50

'dn 1334, but if we acsume that all the texpayers were undere-

ascesced the returns afford come indication of the rclative
distribution of movable goods among the inhabitents of York, In
1327, 55 out of come 800 taxpayers werc assecsed at £5 op cver and
22 at £8 or more, whilst in 1334 same 50 out of the 850 taxpayers
were agsesged at £56 or over and 19 at more than £9. The few
taxpayers whose occupation can be determined came from a variety
of crafts and trades. A ckinner and an apothecary in 1327 were
assessed at £9 each, Richard Tunnoc, a bellfounder and former

- bailiff of the city,(?) was assessed at £3, and a potter assessed

at £7 may alco haie been making bells. A baker wag assessed at
£8, a butcher at £7 end an ironmonger and a tanner at £5 each,
In 1334 the picture was very similar and the leading taxpayers
included a taverner assessed at £10, a potter at £7 end a suith
at £5. . In both years & number of the wealthier men were

(1) Exchequer, Ley Subsidies, 17/5. 217/0' Ln Subsidy Ro
*dm__;;;;___g__fzﬁ_mll- York,

AF
~€d. J V. R, Parker, Mw. -iés.sllw

(2) H.B.walters, Church Bel £ Ennland, pp. 202-204.
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merchants,lincluding Henry de Belton and William de Redenesse,
wool exporters who jointly ranked as the second wealthiest tax-
payors in 1527(1) and Willlem de Friston who was the fourth
wealthiest taxpayer in 1354. But in general.it seems likely
that a relatively small proportion of the wealthiest members of
the industrisl end trading community were merchants and that of
these few.were engaged in international trade. Thus onl& 5 of
‘the 22 leading taxpayers in 1327 and 2 of the 19 leading tax-
payers in 1334 may be traced eas wool exporters during the first
three decades of the century, although another 5 taxpayerg in
1334 later exported wool during the early stages of the Hundred
Years' wap. (2)

No further information about the distribution of movable
gobds in York is available before the final decede of the century,
But an analysis of the number of servantg men employed in the
1377 Lay Poll Tax Returns for York provides a rough index of
men's wealth which, although not directly comparable with the
previous data, suggests that there had been considerable changes
in the camposition of the wealthlest members of the industrial

and cammercial class. (5) The returns must be used'wi-ﬁh caution

(1) See Table I in Appendix C.

(2) K.R.Customs Accounts, 56/11, 57/11- C.C.R. 1337-3
) DDe. 424-55' c.PoRo 1558—40’ po297. . ’

(3) Exchequer, Lay Subsidies, 217/13.
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since only the returns for the parishes of St. Saviour, St.Martin

in Coney Street, and St. Sampson, which contained a sevenﬁh of
the persons assessed for the tax in York, survive in full. No
indication is given of the total labour force a man employed,
but only of the servants who comprised his household and who
were, like his wife and children, enumerated on the same line of
the manuscript as himself and jointly assessed with him. More-
over the returns provide a slightly blassed gulde to the
digstribution of servants between various occupations since
occupations which were heavily concentrated in other parishes
must be under-represented. | Nevertheless an analysis of the
returns for these three parishes, combined with a critical
glance at the 1331 Poll Tax Returns for the whole of‘Ydrk which
are in themselves not a reliable guide to the employment of
servants, (1) yields some interesting conclusions.

The distribution of houschold servants in the parishes of
St. Saviour, st. Sampson, and St. yartin in Coney Street in 1377
as revealed by the Poll Tax Returns, has been summarised in the
Table overleaf. Three quarters of the 156 persons employing
servants had fewer than three servants each whilst the remaining
quarter, who included one man with thirteen gervants, between

them employed more than half the 329 servants recorded in the

(1) see Appendix F, pp. 6-8.

i o R

o N -
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three parishes.
Mepchants, especially those engaged 1n 1nternationa1 trade,

were prominent among the leading employers of servants. Seven

of the thirteen.men with four or more servanfe whose occupation
can be determined, were merchants, two of whom‘had slx servants
€ach and gt least five of them exported Wool or cloth. In the
1581 p011 Tax Returns merchants were no less prominent, for four
of the six men recorded with five or more sepyepfs were described

88 merchants, whilst merchants as a whole employed 103 of the 356

servants with masters whose occupation was stated in the returns,

TABLE I.

THE EMPLOYMENT OF SERVANTS IN THE PARISHES OF
ST, SAVIOUR, OT.SAMPSON AND ST, MARTIN 1N
GONEY STREET IN 1577

Number of Servants Number of Total number of
er Employer Employers Servants Em
| 1 73 73
2 43 86
3 20 60
4 7 28
5 7 35
6 S 18
7 - -
8 2 16
13 1 13

156 329

-3
3
&
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Drapers also émployed more than;the average number of
servants. The 26 men with three or more servants in 1377 whose
occupation is'knowﬁ, included two drapers who employed between
them eight seivants, and'two of the 17 men-with-two servants
each whbse occﬁpation is known, were also drapers, whilst in
1881 John de Santon, a draper who was recorded with eight
sérvante, renked Jjointly with a merchant as the leading employer
of servants in York. Dyers too seem to have employed more
servants than the average and 3 of the 43 employefa in 1377 with
more than one gservant whose occupation is known were dyers,
v‘employing 8 éervants'bétﬁeen'them.

The food trades with three cooks, a baker, a vintner, a
tavefner, and a spicer,_among the 26 men with three or more
servants whose occupation may be detérmined in 1377, were well
. represented among tﬂe employers of servants. Noiother
significant concentratiﬁns, however, may be detected and the
other taxpayers with three or more servants, exclusive of
merchants, drapers, and dyers, pursued such-diverse occupations
as armourer, potter; girdler,_skinner and cordwainer.

The impression derived from the Lay Poll Tax Returns of the
increaseq 1m§ortance of the merchants and the leading members

of the cloth-making industry is confirmed at a slightly later
date by an analysis of the sums of money bequeathed b& testators

from the portion of their movable goods reserved by custom of the



‘ city for'disposal according to their personal wishes. Hardly
‘any wills of York citizens made before 1390 have survived, but
copies of several hundred wills of York citizens proved between
that date and the end of our period are extant in the District
Probate Regiptry. An analysis of a sample of some 200 of these
wille made between 1390 and 1500 by men in a variety of occupa-
tions, including 50 men who were mayors of York, reveals that
6n1y 16‘méde cash bequests of £50 or mare, whilst the bequests
of only 7 exceeded £200. |

Amongst the men,makiné large cash bequests, mercﬁants.
engﬁged in international trade were clearly predominant.‘ Nine
of the 16‘men who made cash bequests of £5Q orfmore were.‘
merchanté, including Robert Holme, a wool and cloth exporter who
rankeq és the wealthiest with cash bequests totallihg £1,400,
Nicholas Bléckburn, sen;or,‘who bequeathed'more than £500, and
John Northeby and Richard Russell, two wool exporters of the
early fifteenth century‘whose bequests exceeded £400;(1)
Similarly merchants cauprised 11 of the 14 men whose bequests
ranged in value from £20 to £50, of whom 8 are known to have
been engaged in foreign trade.

The other men whose cash bequests suggested that the value

of thelr movable goods was well above average, included a

(1) see their biographies in Appendix E.
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;
butcher and & glover whose bequests amounted to £50 and £52

respectively, a pewterer who made bequests of £30, and a bowyer
who left more than £20, including 26s. 8d. for the steeple of
‘his parish church’and 4 marks to pay for - a pillgrim to visit
Rome. (1) of particular note before the middle of the
fifteenth century were the leading members of the clothpmaking
industry, Four -of the sixteen men whose bequests amounted
fo £50 or more were drapers and three of them.madé,bequests,
Which exceeded £200;: . whilst a dyer left £30 and a shearman
who finished his career as a merchant and became mayor of York
bequeathed £26£2) .

In the early sixteenth century some indication of the

wealthier members-of the industrial and commercial community

yin'York may be obtained fromlthe lay subsidy returns for the
city in 1524.(5) Aﬁ agalyqis:of the returns lmmediately
éﬁggeets'thét the‘wealthiest group of citizens was no longer
camposed so exclusively of merchants, and that hardly any

wealthy citizens were concerned with the manufacture of cloth, W'

Only 34 out of 350 texpayers whose movable goods exceeded £2 1in [

(1) John Towthorp, John RogeT, Willism Riche, amd John Scott, |
Y.P.R., II, fols. 167, 554; IV fol. 248; v’ fol. 50, :,

(2) Henry Yérum John de Santon, Thomas Carr, William Girl on
John USburn'and Thomas Esyngwald. Y.P.R. I, fols, 57.yg§: 0
II’ fOlS' 79’ 85' 551’ 553. .

(3) Y.A.J, IV, 170-190.
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value were assessed at more than £20 anl 6 men at £50 or more.
Of the 30 taxpayers assessed at more than £20 whose occupations
are known Robert Petty, a taplter, was the sole member of the
clothemaking industry and only 1l were merchants, although
John Chapman and John Thorntcn, who were assessed'at £160 and
£60 respectively, rénked as the third and fifth wéalthiest |
taxpaycrs, The ﬁrincipal taxpayers, assessed at £200 each,
were John Roger, & fishmonger, and George Lawson, a civil
servant who gserved Henry VIII in various capacifies in
Berwick on Tweed snd the Forth of England. (1)  other 1eading
taxpayers followed a fariéty of pursults including same of
the minor.York crafts which were represented by John Gatcﬁet,
& French priﬁter.(z) and Villizm Huby, a horner, assessed at
£40 who had been sheriff in 1506.(5)‘ Anong the larger
occupational groups the leather workers with 3 tanners, a
glover, and a cornwainer, and the food trades with a butcher,
cook, vintner, ahd an imkceper essessed at £40 were wel]
represented.

The distribution of wealth in York was thus Frobably very
unequal and it would seem that among the industrial mq trading

(1) see nis biography in Appendix E.
(2) see peges -258-59 above. -
(3) Register of Frecmen M3. fol. 303v,
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community a small group of men possessed wealth which set

them far above other members of the community. In the late

.. fourteenth and the fifteenth centuries when the inygrnational

trade of York's merchants was flourishing the group was
compbsed rmainly of merchants, whilst a number of its members
between 1350 aﬁd 1450, when the cloth-making industry was
atﬁits‘maximum prosperity, were drapers. Throughout our
period the wealthiest class contained a number of outstanding
individusals from other crafts and trades, and in the early
Tourteenth century and in the early sixteenth century the
class was composed malnly of such men.

| Our picture of the distributlion of wealth in this
community is necessarily incomplete for it is impossidle to
determine what proportion of a man's wealth was invested in
land. Some traders and craftsmeﬁ probably derived a
considerable income from this source, for in 1436, the sole
Occaslon on which we possess a falrly comprehensive survey

of the incomes of York men from land, the 60 lay.men in _
York who derived an annual net income of £5 or more from

land included 21 merchants, of whom John Bolton recei#ed £62
and John Lillyng end Thomas del Gare £26 each, and 2 drapers,
2 fletchers, a skinner, a splecer, a vintner, end a cordwainer,

Yet there»scems little reason to doubt that for most of
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3

e
_ our period the leading merchants, together with a number of

: drapers in the late fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries

-.Wéiéwihe principal members of York's industrial and-commercial

Compared with the leading citizens of London, who

~1n 1461 laid down £1,000 in goods and good debtis as the

~minimum property qualification for election to the office

of aldenman,(l) the principal cltizens of York were relatively

_ poor; but within their own city their wealth was outstandihg.
 Several could individually have paild the £160 given annually
by the city to the King for much of our period for the

charters embodying the right of eelf QOVernment,(z) and the

revenues raised by the city chamberlains which were in the

_ Tifteenth century in the region of £200 a year,(a) could

have been provided from the pockets of more than one mayor

- during his term of office. Thus & tiny fraction of York's

inhabitents attained by their enterprise and industry a
wealth far greater than that of the average citizen who

tolled much of his life in the city for a meégre reward,

(1) Thrupp, p.127.

(2) See for example Cc.Ch. R. 1226-1257’ Pe 579, .&W,
Pe 185; C. P. Re 1476-85’ P04090 ’

(3) Chemberlains' Account Rolls, passim.
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'

2. Some Factors Limiting Ineguality.

The unequal distributlon of wealth was to some extent
1iltigated by the absence of a substahtial class of rich men
ar.ong the industrial and mercantile community whose wealth was
the result of inheritancc. The fortunes of leading merchants
in particular were ephemieral creations, subject to the
consicerable risks cf trade, and were dispersed on the death of
The sons of rich men sometimes successfully

their creators.
continuecd the entcfprises initiated by their fathers and in

their turn becamc mayors of York. But these were cxceptional

cases; 4t wag rare for one family to boast three genecrationg
of iierchants, and the cmall group of men at the pinnacle of
wealth wag constantly changing its wneisbership as one family
dicappcared from the height of power and another rose to wealth
end fame,

The most importent facter preventing the perpetuation of
inciuality was the frequency with which rich men lacked male
heirs to carry on the family fortunes. &Nearly half of the
mayoers of York whose wills havc survived, thus rroviding detailg
of their families, died without male heirs, and some of the

wealthiegt men in the city, who had been married two or three

1
. times’ left no son to inherit their estate.( ) The goods of

(1) Appcndix E, pessim; see also Table II overleaf.
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John de Gisburne, a wealihy wool exporter, descended to his
daughters Alice and Isabella, one of whom married

Sir w1111ém Plompton, and the fortune of William Todd whose
trading asctivities ranged from Bordeaux to Iceland and secured
for him the mayoralty and the governorship of the Merchant
AdVenturérs' Company, was inherited by his four daughters.
Sometimeg s married man died without any children to succced

to his fortunes.
exporter who owned property in Calais and was twice.married,

The children of Thomas Holme, a notable wool

were dead when he made his will, and John Hall and John Carr,

TABLE 1II

THE FAMILIES OF FIFTEENTH CENTURY MAYORS
-~~~ “OF YORK, AS INDICATED BY THEIR WILIS --

{

i Percentage of movable
Number Number of Children Number whose goods inherited by

of surviving wife also each child 1if wif
Mayors sons Daughters Total  survived. also surviveg. e

15 - . - - 8 - v

9 7 11 18 7 17

3 4 8 12 ’ 3 8

3 8 7 15 b2 6

2 7 5 12 2 5

1(1) - 7 1 5
47 51 43 94 33

1) Richard York- ., Some of his daughters may also have been
) alivz when he made his will.  Sece Appendix E.
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‘ |
two later mayors of York, also died without direct descendantssl)

Paredoxically, it was almost as embarrassing for the family
fortunes if a rich testétor was survived by several children as |
it wag if he died without & male heir, fpr the custan of the city |
regarding‘the disposal of & man's movable goods at his death
algo tended!towards the dispersal of large fortunes. The
maximum ghare of a man's goods, exclusiVe of legacies which the
testator sometimes mede from the portion of goods reserved for
dieposal sccording to his own wishes, remaining in the hands of
any one member of his family - when he was survived by only his
wife or one child - was one half; if he left a wife and
children tﬁen ghe received & third of his goods and the children
divided the other third equally between them. = The proportion
of 8 rich testator's carefu;ly accunulated wealth in the form of
movable goods that descended to one of his sons was thus, ag
shown in Table'iI. sometimes less than ten per cent. |

The reduction in the original silze of a testator's fortune
due to the custom of thefcity did not in itself effegt a
 permanent removal of & rich man's sons from the pinnacle of
wealth, for they still had considerable advantages over the sons

of other citizens. A son with & ninth or even a fifteenth

portion of his father's movable goods still possessed é'ugeful

(1) see their biographice in Appendix E.
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legacy, his apéfenticeship could be served with his father,
the‘faiher's liquid capital ﬁight be employed in trade until

the son wished to operate independently or his father died, and
in addition some men bequeathed thelr more favoured sons sums of
money which occasionally amounted to £100 or more,(l) from that
portion of their goéqs reserved for their personsal disposal; to
sﬁpplement the portions already due to these sons by the custom
of the city.

The gons of rich testators were .therefore sometimes able
by 1ndustry, enterprise, and good fortune, to increase their
portion of the family fortune until it equalled or surpassed
the wealth accumulated by their fathers. But the hazards of
trade were such that this type of success was infreqdent. The
rerils of 1nternational.trade were especlally great and
individual merchants often suffered substant;al losses in a
eingle disaster. Robert and Thbmas Holme on one occasion had
800 marks' worth of wool stolen by seamen of Gorkham in
Holland;(g) a ship belonging to John de Sessay, laden with
goods valued at 200 marks, sailing for Prussia, was éeized by
a citizen of Denmark who put the vessel to his own use and

subsequently called at Hull with a cargo of goods;(3) and a

(1) See for example the biographles of John Northeby, and
John de Santon in Appendix E.

(2) c.c.R. 1377-81, pp. 314-15.

(3) C.C.R. 1392-96, pp. 200, 207+
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“undergone extensive repairs after a stom off the Humber, was
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ship of 40 tons belonging to Thomas Del Dam which had Just

promptly requisitioned for the King's use.(l) John Norman, a
rich merchant who was twice governor of the Merchant Adventurers!

Company, was stated by the collectors of the lay subsidy for

York in 1524 to have lost goods valued at £50 during the past

year, 'by chaunce of ye see', and Peter Jackson was credited

(2)

with the loss of £20 in a similar manner.

Disagters due to piracy or shipwreck involving large

nurbers of York merchants at once were also cormon. Two mayors

of York and six other mcrchants in 1384 lost consigmments of

hérring from Dermark when & ship ran agrocund at Raweliffe on the
banks of the Humber and was plundered by the local 1nhabitants(5)
and in the same year the goods of 14 York merchants worth ncarly
£1,000 wepe seized on their way to London by a ship of Dieppe,(4)
The trade with pPrussia, which was for more than a century of
great importance to York, was at times especilally dangerous in
view of the strained relations between England and the Hanse,

In 1385 mopre than thirty York men had their goods seized in

(1) ¢.C.R. 1413-19, p. 388.
(2) ¥.A.J. 1V, 176, 179.

(3) C.P. R, 1381-85, p.505.
(4) C.C.R. 1331-85, p.366.
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Prussia-(l) in 1440 over a dozen merchants of the eity trading
to Prussia submitted claims for damages inflicted by the Hanse
amounting to nearly £1, 200,(2) and in 1468 a chip carrying the
goods of a score of York merchants was captured in the Sund at
the entrance to the Baltic.(5)

The picks and uncertainties of trade are also reflected in
the fate of men at the pinnacle of wealth in York who through

negligence and i1ll-luck themselves witnessed the dispersal of

their carefully accumulated fortunes. Thomas Gray, a goldsmith,

‘who had been mayor in 1497 later resigned his aldermanic gown
and was granted a pension of 4 marks,( ) John Hogeson, an
eX-mayor and twice governor of the Merchant Adventurers'
Company who had to resign his gown because of poverty in 1548
lthankfully accepted a similar grant,(s) and Robert Elwald,
»another merchant, was reduced to accepting a pension of £4 from
the Corporation within ten years of holding the mayoralty,(5)

Thus, the risks of a commerclal career were substantial and the

(1) Recesse und Akten, III, 405-407, 412-414.
. (2) H.R. 1431-76, 1I, 541-44.

(3) U.B. IX, 369-70.

(4) skaife, p.80.

(5) Ibia. p.183.

(6) 1bid. p.189.
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reduction in the size of a rich testator's movable goods by a
third and then its division between his wife and children made
it far from certein that his sons would in their turn be sble to
Join the small circle of very wealthy men in the city.

The absence of a substantial class of rich men whose
wealth was based on inheritance left the way 0peh for thé rise
of embitious and enterprising members of the industrial ang
mercantile community who had more modest means. The ascent of
these men wap in part assisted by the division and reduction of
rich testators! fortunes. The religious and charitable
bequests of wealthy menvmade for the good of their souls did
iittle to help young men of ambition Who hoped to rise to the
peék of lay socilety. Testators left their money to religious
houses, to the fabric of their parish churches and the Minster,
to chaplains for the performence of divine service, and to the
Very poorest inhabitants who had been imprisoned or were sick,
lame; leprous or aged. = The healthy members of lay society
gained 1ittle individual benefit from these bequests although
one mayor left £40 for the relief of taxation in the city and
several others bequeathed small suns for a variety of publie
works, which included the repéir of the bridge over the Ouse and
the restoration of the common staithe used by shipping. (1)

(1) see the biographies of Nicholas Blackburn, senior,
William Neleon, and John Norman in Appendix E.
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Favoured gervants of a rich man, however, might hope to recelive
individual legacies to assist them in their career. The
majority of gifts to servants and employees were small ahd quite
insufricient to p}ovide capital for use in trade.” Robert Colynson,‘
8 mayor whose goods had been arrested by men of Danzig in 1440 ‘
instructed his executors to give the dyers, fullers, shearmen,
and weavers, working with him, a good breaskfast and a shilling;
Thomas Bracebrigg, & mayor who started his career as a weaver,
left sums of 3s.4d and 6s.84d to two weavers; and John Kent, a
Governor of the Merchant Adventurers'! Company, whose wifé Marion
energetically continued his foreign trade for several years
after his geath, left each of his apprentices half a mark.(l)
Two servants of John de Santon, a wealihy draper, received
twenty shillings each, and Thomas de Middleham, and John dc Mersk,
apprentices of Robert Sauvage & prominent wool exporter, were

given £2 each.(z) But servants who had rendered exceptional

services might expect to recelve larger amounts. John KNorthebvy,
a wool exporter who rose to be mayor, began his career in the

service of william Vescy & wool merchant who left him £20 'for
faithful service', and Thamas Dayvell servant of Thomas Nelson,

a merchant of the‘Staple at Calais, was bequeathed the same

(1) Appendix E, pp- 4°2g74°4" Y.P.R. IV, fol. 53.

(2) Y.P.R. I, fol. 71; Appendix E, p. 442
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sun, (1) pevert Holme, senior, as befitted his great wealth,
wes eﬁpecially generous; Richard de Kingston, John Fenay,‘and
William Fleming, his scrvants, received 40 mérks.hzo marks and
£10 respectively. and John de Derfeld, a former employee, was
aleo given 40 marks.( ) ‘Thus a few men of ambition received
- sufficiently large bcqucsts from rich testators to assist thenm
in their céreers. |
Abmore common mcthod of advancement for a rising citizen
%ho had achieved a cértain meagure of success in the
accumulation of wealth, was that of marriage to the widow or
daughter of a wealthy merchant. The daubhters of a rich man
and his widow if che re-married often took as their husbands men
who ﬁad glrcady won fame and fortune, and marriége was
rrequehtly the tie that united two notable York familiea; The
marriage of Robert Wilde shortly after he had been sheriff to
Ieabella, the dsughter of John Stockdale, a former mayor,
Probably did 1ittle to further his career, andi the union of
Williem Stockton come years after he had been mayor with the
W1dow 6f Robert Colynson, an ex—maygr, can merely have increased
&n already large foriune. Similarly the alliance of
John Bolton's gon to A;ice the daughter of Nicholas Blackburn,

(1) Appendix E, pp. 434, 487.
(2) Cooke, A,A.S.R., XXVIII, part 1i, 850.
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senibr, did not in 1itself agsure his progress to the peak of
wealth since his father was already a wealthy merchant and
ex-mayor.(l)

In a number of cases, however, the careers of men who
ultimaté;; féé&hed the pinnacle of wealthﬁﬁererméterially
assisted by an alliance with the widows and daughters of men
who had already eachieved wealth and fame as mémbers of York's
ruling élass. Richard Wartre, twice mayor of York and |
merchant of the Staple at Calals who bequeathed £40 or more if
necessary for providing the southern part of St. Saviour's
Church with a leaden roof, had married Alice Moreton the
daughter of anjex-mayor before he held even the humblest civic
office; John Dogeson, another mayor, had taken as his wife g
daughter of Thomas Scotton, who was governor of the Merchant
Adventurers' Company in 1483, before holding any ecivic post
higher than that of chamberlain; John Métcalfeg one of_the
numerous merchants who traded in lead in'the early sixteenth
century, hadq made equally little progress towards the mayoral
chair when he married the daughter of John Fereby, an ex-mayors;
and Williesm Harrington, hitherto a relatively unimportant |
grocer who had filled no civie office in his 27 years ag a
freeman, heid the positions of sheriffnand mayor in rapid

(1) Appendix E, pp. 401, 448, 455.



. 268

succession after his marriage to Joan, the daughter of
““John Norman an ex-cheriff and widow of John Rasyn, a wealthy
alderman.(l) Thus, a judicious marriage which secured the
portion of a rich man's movable goods due to his widow or
daughter often transformed a man of only average wealth into
onc of the city's most prosperous citizens.

Other recruits to the citcle of very rich men in the
city achieved theilr success without the asslstance of bequests
from rich employers or the ald of a large marriage dowry.
Some men merely rose fraa relative poverty in York by a
canbination of luck, enterprilsc, and perseverance.(z) But an
equal number of recruits to the wealthiest class began their
careers as immigrants to the city who were always arriving,
perhaps bringing with thém a part of the family fortunes,
from Yorkshire, the north of England and even the Continent.
William Sauvage, who was mayor in 1368, came from Tynemouth;
William Vesey, & wealthy wool exporter, was earlier in his
life a parishioner at Whitby; John Fereby, a mayor who died
in 1491, possessed property at his birth-place at Barton on
Humber- and his contemporary Sir Richard York, who wasg

governor of the Merchant Adventurers Company and mayor of thc

(1) Appendix E, pp. 409, 420, 453, 452.

(2) see for example the blography of Thcmas Bracebrigg, a
mayor who began hls career as a weaver, in Appendix E.
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(1
Staple of Calals, was almost certa}nly torn in Berwick-on-Tweed.

A prominent Hanseatic merchant, Heﬂ}y'qugp,_seytled in York,
married the daughter of a former mayor and was himéelf three
times mayor of the clty, and Martin Soza, a goldsmithfrpom
Spain in the. sixteenth century achieved w?althhanﬁ fame which
lead him to became sheriff.(z) | ‘

Thus the wealthiest members of the industrial and
mercsntile community were far from constituting a hereditary
wealthy class. The rich families often sought to perpetuate
: their'posifion by inter-marriage and the path to the summit
of wealth for the young man of ambition who possessed little

inherited fortune was perilous; but many men by Judicious
| marriege, by accepting legacies from rich employers, by
emigration to York with the family fortunes, or simply by
sheer determination, managed to succeed and take their place

at the pinhacle of wealth.

(1) Shaw, p.87; Appendix E, pp.411, 442, 457,

(2) Appendix E, pes56 ; F.Harrison, The Painted Gla
of York, p.148; Exchequer Lay Subsidies 217/108.
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CHAPTER VIII

THE _ GOVERNING _ CLASS OF _ YORK

1. The Machinery of Government.
The concentration of wealth in the industriasl and trading

community in the hands of a emall group of men whose wealth
far exceeded that of their fellow citizens was reflected in
the rolitical power they wielded in the city. It is
impossible to determine the precise details of York's
governing body until the late fourteenth century because there
€xists no rccord of the decisions of the governing body or of
the persons present at its meetlngs before that date, although
We possess lists of balliffs, chamberlains and mayors dating
from the previous century. But it seems clear that, in
cammon with other medieval English cities, the government of
York throughaut our period was conducted by an oligarchy,(l) apg
that the majority of citizens had only a very small share in
the government of York, either directly by personal participa=-
tion or!indirectly through their elected representatives,

The government of York was conducted principally by a

mayor and twelve aldermen, whose powers were conveniently

summarised in the city custumel drawn up towards the end of

(1) See for exauple Mrs. J.R.CGreen, Town Life in the Fifteenth
Century, II, chapters X-XVII passim. I
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the fourteenth century.(l) They approved the regulations
governing the crafts of York, punished breaches of the
King's pesce, and dealt with offencég agalnst the ordinances
they had drawn up for the good governance of the city. They
settled pleas of debt between citlzens and all wills
concerning land and houses had to be enrolled before them.
The powers of the mayor and aldermen were in part
shared by a group of citizens known as the twanty-four and
the three bailiffs of the city, who were replaced by two
sheriffs after 1396 when York rcceived county status. (2)
The bailiffs or sheriffs and the tweniy-four were often
present when the aldermen arrived at their decisions, and
the twenty-four, who assisted the aldermen in the annual
election of the city chamberlains and the custodisns of
Ouse Bridge and Foss Bridge, hed in cormon with the aldermen
to pledge their councel and assistance to the mayor in all
his duties. (3)
The central figure in this oligarchy was the mayor,
who exercised by virtue of his office authority over men who

were otherwige his equals. The theoretical supremacy of

(1) M.B. 1I, vii, 251-266.

(= = iy

(2) M.B. II, 250-60; C.Ch.R. 1541-1417, pp. 554-55, 353-50.
(3) M.B. 1I, 256-57.
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the mayor over the other members of -the governing body in
York was reflected in the oaths they swore on taking office;
the mayor promised that he would preserve the city for the
King snd faithfully maintein its frenchises, laws, and
custans, but the aldermen and twenty-four had merely to
swear that they would support the mayor in his duties.(l)
The distinction was howéver not merely one of theory, for
an aldermsn who insulted the mayor in 1436 was discharged

fraa office until he had humbly apg}ogised,(g) end a gleriff
(3)

Who disobeyed the mayor in 1480 was sent to prison.
The eminence of the mayor was also emphasized by a
dignified ceremonial, end on publlic appearances he was
invariably preceded by two servants bearing a mace, and a
swcrd presented by Richard II to the city.(4)‘ Occasionally
a mayor died in office and was given an impressive funeral;
the body of John Fereby who died in 1490 was carried by six
aldermen, who were preceded by the bearers of the sword and

mace,(5) end the same procedure was followed eighteen years

(1) M.B. 11, 256.
(2) M.B. 11, 142-43.

(3) York civic Records, I, 33=34.

(4) Davies, Extrects from the Municipal Records of York
EP. 16-17; CsCh.R. 1041-1417, pp. 855, 860,

(5) York civic Records, II, 67.
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later on the death of Jokn Petty.(l)

The mayor was thus the dominant member of the ruling

oligarchy end the mayoral chair was the prinelpal asplration

of & wealthy and smbitious citizen seeking power and
prestige. The expences attached to the office were onerous,
gt of our period the mayor was given an

although for mo
officisl salary, which had been fixed by the early fifteenth
century at.£50 8 year.(g) John Newton in 1483 gave £20
towards a present given by the city to Richard III,(5) and
later that yeer entertaingd four bishops, three barons, the
Chief Jugtice of England, and diverse other Judges, sergeants,
knights, learned men, and esquires of the King's Council to
two dinners, pertly at his own expense.(4) The expences of
Thomas Drawswerde were almost as heavy and in 1524 his lands
werec agcegged for tax at £22 less than in the previous year
because of expecnses he nad incurred during his year of

office. (5) put the financial burcens of office did not

deter some cof the wealthier and more ambltious citizens from

o e

(1) York civie Records, I1I, 25.

(2) Regicter of Freemen MS fols. 6-27. The earliest recorded
payment of the mayor for his services was in 1364.

(5) York Civie Records,:I. 80.

(4) Ibid. I’ 85.

(5) ¥.A.J. 1V, 173,



strenuously secking after the pompwand power attached to
the mayoralty. In July 1381 the sppporters of

John de @igburne and Simon de Cuixlay, opposing candidates
for the post of mayor, came to biows at Boothan Bar,(l)
and later rivals for officé; if less unruly, were equally
determinea; The Kingvinll47l found it necessary to
extend Williem Holbeck's term of office for a further year
because of disputes as to the cholce of his successor,(z)
and in 1482 Robert Auyas continued to act‘as mayor when
his year of office ended until the rival claims of
Richard York and Thohas Vrangwish had been decided. (3)

During the first sixty or seventy years of the

fourteenth century, before the earliest records of meetings

of the governing body commence, it would seem that the
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authority of the mayor was even greater and that he was then

more than a primug inter pares advised by the other

alderen who had themselves been mayor or were destined soon

to hold that office. In the final quarter of the century

and for the remainder of our period 1t was rare for a man

to be mayor on more than two occasions, yet during the

(1) 4.B. I, x1ii; C.Oman, TkLe Great Revolt of 1381, p.146.

(2) C.P.R. 1467-77, p.239.

(3) York Civic Records, I, 48-51.
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first 60 years of the fourteenth century, although the

- chamberlains end sheriffs were appointed annually as at a

" later date, it was not unusual for a man to hold office as
_mayor for geveral years in succession.(l) Between 1301 and
1354 there were only fourteen different mayors and

’ ﬁicholas‘de Langton, Junior, was mayor sixteen times, whilst
4 hig son held the 6ffiée for eleven years in succession.
How'far their lchgthy stay in power reflécted a more

: ail’lto‘crat’.ic form of government and how far i1t was due merely
_th apathy on\the part of other wealthy citizegg cannot be
determained., But it would appear that the rulé of

John de Langton was‘forqibly terminated by his fellow
"citizens in 1364 and that a further attempt to secure re-

appointment geven years later led to such disorder that the

. Xing forbade him or his rival to hold the office that year,

whilst it ig significant that after his second bid for
power the governing body nade a rule that no nmayor was to
hold officc for a further tern within eight years of his
pPevidus appointment.(g)

Over the extensive powers wielded by the riayor and

aldermen with the assistance of the sheriffs and the twenty-

(1) Appendix E, passim.

(2) Drake, Eboracum, Appendlx, pp. Xxvi; C.P.R. 1364-67,
P.208; (C.C.R. 1369-74, p.275; M.B. I, 1ii, 1xvii, 16.
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four, the body of citizens had 1ittle control. In the
fifteenth century this was especlally true. An alderman
once elected remained in office for 1life, unless he resigned
his gown because of poverty or sickness or was expelled by
his fellow aldermen for some offence, and vacancies
| occurring in the ranks of the aldermen were filled entirely
by men of their own choice.(l) The mayor had to be chosen
from among the aldermen, and the majority of citizens, even
if all of them could have assembled sinultaneously in the
Gildhall on the day of the mayor's election, had little
~choice in his selection. From the end of the fourteenth
century, when the method of selecting a mayor was first
specified, until 1464, 'the commons' were supposed to |
éssemble in the Gildhall to meke the final appointment from
two or three sldermen nominated by the retiring mayor;(2)
in 1464 the method of election was altered by the King so
that the mayor, aldermen, and twenty-four mcde the finsl
cholce from two aldermen nomlnated by the workers of all
fork's crafts assembléd-in the Gildhall;(a) in 1473 the

- workers of all the crafts in York assembled in the Gildhall

(1) m.B. 11, X, 258, 292-94.
(2) M.B. II, 255.
(3) C.P.R., 1461-67, D.366.
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were given the sole right of choosing a nayor from among the
aldermen, provided that he had not held the office within

the last three years;(l) and in 1489 the method of choice
wae again altered so that the meyor, aldermen, and twenty-
four méde the appointmmt from the three aldermen nominated
by the workers of all the crafts in the a11ana1i. (%)

In theleelection.Of the sheriffs and the twenty-four
in the fifteenth century the citizens had no voice. The
sheriffg were chosen annually by the aldermen and the
twenty-four(5) end membership of the twenty-four was with
few exceétions reserved for ex-cheriffs, who seem to have
become members of that body eoon aftier they had vacated
office snd to have continued in that capacity for an
indefinite term which‘might end in their elevation to the
aldermanic bench.(4) ‘

The views of other citizens during the fifteenth century
were however not entirely'ignored by the governing body.

Thus the meetings of the mayor, eldermen and twenty-four

(1) C.P.R. 1467=77, p.416.

(2) c- Po R. 1485‘94’ p0297

(3) see for example M.B. II, X, 52, 74-5; H.B.VI, fols.Z9v.,
- 67, 102, VIII, fols. 11, 24v., 38.

(4) M.B. II, xi, 75; Appendix E, passim. For the names of
- the twenty-four at this period see li.B.II and H.B.

I-VIII, passin.’
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i : '
in the Council Chamber cn Ouse Bridge and

were generally held
cometimes, in & small chamber in the Gildhall; - yet on
occasions when business of great moment to everyone in York
was being discussed, the meetings would be held in the open
Gildhall_ where there was room for ﬁapy-qﬁbgr citizens to be
pPresent. The scale of charges to be appliea fof the use of
the Commonycrane of the clty which had been re-erected in
1417 at great cost, provided the subject for one of these
meetings, (1) and the decision fo‘exclude‘aliens fram holding
any form of civic office was taken at'anothér.(2> The extent
to which the other citizens present in the Gildhall voiced
their criticisms cennot be determined from the very formal
wording of the’Memorandum Book, and their presence is

referred to in vague phrases such as coram communitate

publicatum snd unascun nagna multitudine aliorum civium, which
were merely in iine with the lcgal fiction frequently |
employed in the Memorandum Book in connection with other
meetings of the governing body, who were said to have passed
legislation 'with the‘assgnt of the whole community'; But
the practice of some times associating other citizens with

the decisions of the governing_bOdy bybmeeting in the Gilanall

(1) M.B. II, xii-xiii.
(2) M.B. II, x1ii.
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when the occasion seemed necessary was a quite deliberate
process distinet from the deliberations held in the Council
Chamber, for the two types of meeting are several times
sharply distinguished. The distinction was recognised in
1418 when the smaller bedy temporarily retired from the larger
meeting in the Gildhall to a nearby room to‘elect two sheriffs
for the folloW1ng_year.(l) It also emerged a few years later
when the mayor and aldermen, moved by the views expressed by
Friar willism Melton sbout the performance of the Mystery
Plays and the Corpus Christi Festivel, held an inconclusive
meeting on the subject which was follbwed four days later by
8 large gathering in the Gildnall where it was decided that
the Corpus Christi Festival and the Mystery Plays should be
held on two separate days. (?)

On other occasions some citlizens took the initiative in
presenting thelr views to the governing body. It 1s impossible
to détermine the extent to which this occurred before the final
quarter of the fifteenth cenfury because of the formal nature
of the Memorandum Book. But after that date it is evident
from the fuller eccount of meetings of the governing body

recorded in the House Books that}petitions were occasionally

<l) L{.B., II, 74""50
(2) IA'B., II’ XIViiio
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presented to the mayor and aldermen by 'the Commons' of York
and that the requests made were sometim¢s edopted, as for
eiample in 1484 when various regulations were riede concerning
the officizl servants of the mayor.(l)

In the late fourteenth century end 1n'the early sixtecenth
c¢entury the general body of citizens through its
Iepresentatives seems to have participated more forally at
meelings of the governing body. Little is known about the
‘first of these periods beczuse the iemorandum Book, which
Provides our earliest record of mecetings of the governing
body in York dees not cmﬁnence until 1376, although it
embodies rraguents of earlier legislation, and rarely
indicates the nomes of persons present at meetings of the
governing body before the early fifteenth century, Byt it
Beems clear that by 1380 a body of artificers attendeq
nmeetings of the twenty-four and aldermen with sufficient
regularity for them to be threatened with a fine of 4g each
for unpunctual attendance.(z) and that by the end of the

century when the nethod of governing York was set out in

(1) York givie Records, I, 112, 141, II, 3, 83, III, 24-5,
S =3, v

(2) M_’E” I’ v’ 69.
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L 1
detail in the city custumal, this body no longer existed.( )

It is impossible to determine the method of appoiﬁting the
artificers or the extent to which they were responsible to
ﬁm\mggg-citizens in general.  But if 1t is corrgctbﬁéwiaéﬁtify
the artificers with the 48 persons who attended a meceting of
the alderren and twenty-fcur in July 1379, it 1s evident as
lilss Sellers suggested thét>the artificers were drawn from a
wide variety of industriel crafts and were thus more
repreesentative of the generél body of citizens than the
aldermen and twenty-four who were recruited nainly fram the
- merchants and tradecmen of the city-(z)
In the sixteenth ceﬁtury the aldermen and twenty-four
were assisted by a Coﬁmon Council, instituted by royal
) éharter in 1517, which consisted of two elected

representatives from each of thirteen crafts and trades ang

one elected reprcsentative éagh fram a further fifteen craftsss)

(1) v.B., II, 251-66. The editor has merely shown, on page
viii, that the custumal was complled some time before
1396. But it is unlikely that 1t was drawn uP many years
before this because it states that the mayor's salary was
£50 a year, a sun which was first paid in 1386 (Registep
of Freemen NS. fols. 6-8v.) and refers to the election of

. the chamberleins and the custodians of Ouse and Foss
Bridge in February, whereas we know that chamberlaing
were appointed in September until 1375 and that the
custodisns were appointed in that month until 1331, (M.B.,
I, 1xviii, 16; Reglster of Freemen KS. fols. 318-310).

(2) M.B., I, v-ix, 33-6.

(3) F.Drake, Eboracum, p.207.
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" The main function of the Council was to participate in
the election of the mayor and new sldermen. The methcd
of appointing the mayor remained substantially unchanged
and the Council, with the help of the eldest searcher of
each craft and trade froua which the Counéil was drawn,
nierely took over the duties of the main body of York's
craftemen who had gathered each year in the Gildhall to
subniit the nomes of three aldermen from whoa the mayor
wag chosen. Put the aldermen, though still in office
for 1life, were now limited to filling & vacancy in

their ranks by choosing from three names submitted to
then by the Council acting in conjunction with the eldest
scarcher fraa cach of these crafts. The mode of
electing the sheriffs too was changed so that the
aldermen were restricted in their choilce to four men
nominated by the Ccuﬁcil and the eldest searchers of the
crafts. In other directions the work of the Council
geems to have been very limited. Its nembers were
seldem recorded at the meetings of the mayor, aldermen
end twenty-four which decided the everyday affairs of the
city and it would seem that the Council acted only} |

occésionally when there was some lesue which seemed of
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epecial importance. Thus in 1532 and 1533 the Common

Council suggested various ways of reducing civic
expenditure, including a drastic reduction in the mayor's
annual salary, because the city was '"in great debt and |
there igs noon of the commoners of the city able to bere
the chargs', whilst in 1547 memberslof the Council
successfully'petitioned the aldermen and twehty-four
against the enclosure of coumon land adjoining the city.(l)
The oligasrchy of a mayor, twelve aldermen and the
twenty-four who ruled York thus could not entirely ignore
the views of other.citizens. The citizens were consulted
on occesions in the fifteenfh century and in the late
fourteenth and early sixteenth cehturies they had some
form of representation on the governing body. Yet the
body of citizens had in fact, and in theory, virtually

no control over the sldermen and twenty-fcour save that

of open rebellion.

(1) York civic Records, III, 143, 147-49; IV, 160-165,
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. The Composition of the Governing Class.

It is now pertinent to enquire what distinguicshed the
~mayor and aldermen from their fellow citizens and enabled them
. to rule over York. The first feature common to all the men
. Who became aldermen and later mayors, was that of previous

civice service.(l) The initial step in a mayor's career was
normally a year's service as chamberlain, sharing responsibility
with the other chamberlains for the city's finances, and more
than three quarters of the men who became mayors of York
between 1300 and 15650 held this office. The post of bailifr,
or sheriff after 1396 when York was raised to county status by
Richard II, was also usually held for a year by a future mayor,
and only 18 of the 159 mayors in our period had not been
responsible for paying the fee-farm of the city to the King.
Sometimes a mayor had, in addition, served for a year as a
custodian of the bridge over the Ouse or the Foss, a duty
which involved the collection of rents from city property used
principally to gupport these bridges, and the maintenance of
this property in a state of repair. (2) Tne post of custodian
was not established until the middle of the fourteenth

century(5) and the names of the custodians can seldom be

(1) see Appendix E.
(2) M.B., II, 257.
(3) Register of Freemen NS, fol. 318.
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determined after 1520 when the 1list of custodians is
discontinued on the Regisfer of Freemen, but only 17 custodians
of Ouse Bridge‘and 6 custodians of Foss Bridge between thesge
dates subsequently became mayor, hence the post of custodian
cannot have constituted an important step on the way to the
mayoral chair. A futufe ﬁayor might also have represented’
the city in Parliament, bul this service was more often

(1)

performed after a men had been mayor. |
though providing valuable experlence, gave

These poste,
their holders only a temporary connection with the ruling
CIass, and continudus participation in the government of York‘
had to be obtained by merbership of the twenty-four, vhich
inplied frequent attendance at meetings of the mayor and
aldermen. Information about the number of mayors who were
members of the twenty-four is not too plentiful, since there |
15 no list of members comparable with the lists of chamberlaing,
bailiffg, gheriffs, and custodians of Ouse Bridge‘and Foss
Bridge, which are recorded in the Register of Frecmen. The
nemes of the twenty-four are not available until the earliest
records of meetings of the mayor and aldermen begin in the
Memorandum Book in 1376, and the compilérs‘of‘the Memorandum

Book in the late fourteenth end early fifteenth centuries

(1) see Appendix E.
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often did not specify the names of the twenty-four. }Never-
thelees, even the limited evidence avallable revegis.that at
leést a third of York's mayors had been members ot“fhe-- /
twenty-four, and some, such as rhomaé Scotton and Michael wnite,
ser#ed in this capacity as ;ong ag elight years before they
became aldermen.(l)

A man who became mayor of York during our period was
therefore well versed in the art of govermment when he cape to
6ffice. The 1ngth of this training varied considerably;
NiChOIas Blackbufn. Junior, end Thomas Crathorne became'mayors
ecafﬁely-five years after they had held office as chemberlain,
and J;hn de Langton and Henry de Belton who began theip civic
careers as'bailiffs had an equally short preparation for the
highest civic office; But such rapid promotion was rare and
& man's progress to the mayoralty frequently occupled at leagt
ten years from the date when he took his first step on the
foad to civic power as chamberlain.(g) |

An édequate practical training in governmentmygs not asg
important a qualification as the possession of wealth. | The
mayor of York as in other medieval English towns was invariably

one of the wealthiest citizens. No one could afford to hold

(1) M.B. I, 170; M.B. II, 292-93.
(2) see Appendix E.
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civic office unless he was a man of wealth and substance and
all rich citizens were potenﬁially candldates for office who
might be chosen irrespective of their personal wishes.  The
majority of wealthy citizens acqulesced in the system, perhaps
quietened by the prospects of power, but the reluctance of some
of them to hold civie posts affords some measure of the
financisl burdens of office. Until the final quarter of the
fifteenth century, perhaps because of the formal nature of th;
Memorandum Book or because York was falrly prosperous, there is
1ittle evidence of wealthy men trying to avold civic office,
But after that date the fuller details of the work of the
governing body in the House Books provide ample evidence of the
reluctance of wealthy citizens to shoulder the burdens of
‘government at a time when the prosperity of the city was
steadily declining. Robert Dawson was fined £10 in 1490
because he would not serve as chamberlain-(l) the governing
body in 1502 decided that rich men eligible for election who
absented themselves fram the annual election of chamberlains
were to be fined 55;(2) two citizens in 1532 were temporarily
¢ as chamberlains on making loans of £10 and £20

excused servic
to the city;(3) and in 1536 Richard 8ydds who was elected a

(1) E.B. VII, fol. 3.
(2) York givic Records, II, 176.
(3) 1bid. III, 144.
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chamberlain refused to take office and left the city to escape
punishment for his refusal.(l) William Warde wag excusaifrom
holding any ecivic post on payment of £10 in 1476;(2)

Williem Todd and Thomas Scotton, two of his contempbraries who
Subsequently became mayor, were both threatened with fines of
346 when at one time they contemplated declining ¢lection as
aldermen;(a) and George Lawson who was mayor some years latep
raid £20 in 1528 to avoid serving as sheriff.(4)

Poor and struggling citizens had no place in the
government of York, even if they had given previoug civie
service. Brian Conyers, a rich merchant who became
Chamberlain two years after taking up his freedom in i472, wag
in 1476 unanimously excused service as sheriff for eight years

"olesse than he be the grace of God within the said eight
yeres may growe in guds and ryches", (5) and John Hogeson Who
had been mayor in 1533 had subsequently to resign his

aldermanic gown because of poverty.(s)

(1)Yor:: civie Records, IV, 16-17.

(2) 1via. 1, 12.
(3) 1bid. 1, 37-38; H.B. VII, fol. 4.
(4) Ibia, 111, 115. | :
(5) 1bid. I, 25.

(6) Skaife, p.183.
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wealth was thus the key to civic office. But of no less

importaence in\establishing a homogenous ruling class than the
possession of wealth was the faét that many of its members
possessed common business interests; Thus very nearly half
of the baillffs and sheriffs of York from 1301 to 1550 whose
occupations can be determined end at least two-thirds of the
mayors of York were merchaﬂfs, whilst 1t is known even from
the incomplete data avallable that some 80 per cent of the
merchants who occupied the méyoral chalr engaged in foreign
trade.

In the early years of the fourteenth century when York
men played little paftyin the export of wool and wére perhaps

not very prominent in other branches of foreign trade, it

would seem that relatively few members of the governing class
of York were merchants. Only two of the eight mayors of

York between 1301 and 1333 - Nicholas le Flemyng and

Themas de Redeness who exported wool from Hull in 1309-10 -
have been traced as merchants, and it seéms likely that the

. other holders of the office either pursued scme craft or

trade in York or derived their income from the oﬁnership of
property, as perhaps did John de Askham who in 1508 owed 80
marks to william de Ayrehyn'which was to be repaid 1f necessary

fram his lands in Yorkshire and Nicholas de Langton, junior,
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who wag lord of the manor of Heworth snd owned considerable
property in York.(l) e e

But as the foreign trade of York's merchants expanded
during the fourteenth century the part played by merchants in
the govermment of vork steadily increased so that by the |
beginning of the fifteenth century the governing bod& was
comnposed, as Miss Sellers noted, mainly of merchants and
especially of men engaged in foreign trade.(z) Some 44 of the
92 bailiffs between 1351 and 1396, 60 of the 94 sheriffs between
1396 and 1450 and 48 of the 95 sheriffs between 1451 and 1500
“whose occupations are known were merchants, w?}}st for the
period as a whole at least 86 of the 102 men who held office as
mayor were members of that occupation. Nearly all of these
men were concerned with forelgn trade and their common interests
thus extended far beyond the Council Chamber and brought them
into regular contact with other members of York's governing
body in each of the foreign markets with which York traded.

Many of these merchants exported wool to Calais. Two men

who subsequently held office as mayor were among the aldermen

appointed by the English wool merchants to govern Calais in 1363

(1) see Appendix E.
(2) M.B. I, vii, viii; II, xxix-xxxil; York Mercers, p.xiii.
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when it wag established as the Staple for English wool exports;(l)i

no fewer than 27 of the 52 York merchants exporting wool from
Hull in 1378-79 and 1391-92 were past or future bailiffs of
York, of whom 9 served as mayor; end in the fifteenth century
3 mayors of York became mayor of the Staple at Calais, one of
them holding office continuously from 1456 to 1473. (2)

Many members of the governing class lmported wine from
Gascony. Thus at least 25 of the York wine lmporters recorded
in two particular gull customs accounts for the final quarter of
the Pourteenth century held the post of balllff or sheriff; and
in 1471-72 when the wine imports of York merchants, like those
of English merchaﬁts in general, had declined considerably as a
result of the loss of Gascony, 5 of the 15 York men importing
wine at gull were past or future sheriffs of York, four of whom
held office as mayor. |

Trade with Prussia also brought many aldermen of York in
the fifteenth century into frequent contact. VIn 1422 the goods
of Willism Bedale and Williem Bowes, who bo@p he;@uoffice as

mayor, were seized by Hanseatic merchants on & ship sailing from’

Danzig;(5) gome eighteen years later three future mayors of York.{;

(1) John de gisburne and Roger de Hovingham. Rymer, III,
part 11, 691, 693.

(2) Richard Russell, John Thresk, Richard York. See their
bilographies in Appendix E.

(3) H R.1431-76, I1I, 64~5.

il
ly
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were emong-the men of the city who submitted claims for
compensation for the seizure of their goods in Prussia;(l) and
in 1468 when the Valentine of Newcastle was seized by the Hanse
in the Sound on its way to Prussia the goods of no less than a
dozen former and future mayors of York were on board.(z)

In the Low Countries still more members of the city's
governing class must have been in regular commercial contact, }
Towards the end of the fourteenth century one out of every ‘
three or four ships carrying the goods of York merchants whose
arrivai at Hull is recorded in the particular customs accoﬁnts
Was laden with miscellaneous cargoes of madder, alum, soap
(§E1Em§§g§); mercery, paper, kettles, hats and garlic fram the
Low Countries, and a century later, when York merchants hag
turned to this market in increasing numbers in an attempt to

campcnsate for their virtual exclusion from the Baltic and for |

the decline of their wine imports from Gascony, scarcely a
merchant of York engaged in foreign trade was not trading with
the Low Countries. (%) '

‘In York itself a common bond united members of the

governing class who were merchants, wherever they traded, in

(1) H.R. 1431-76, II, 541-44. |
(2) U.B. 1X, 369-70.

(3) See pages 126-27 above.
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that many of them were members of the York Campany of Merchant
Adventurers. Soon after the middle of the fourteenth century
a number of merchants were meeting together with men from other
crafts and trades in a religious fraternity which had its
headquarters in Fossgate, and by the early fifteenth century
this fraternity had evolved into an organisation exclusive to
the merchants of York which was recognised by royal charter in
1450.(1) In the hall of the Compeny in Fossgate the merchants
of the city met regularly in pursuit of religlon, business, and
Pleasure, and through the Company friendships were forged between
men dealing in widely different markets. Members of the
governing body had often held high office in the Company and
during the fifteenth century 22 mayors of York were Governors of
the Company, same of them serving for several years as did
Thomas Kirke, who was governor from 1436 to 1441, and
Thomas Scauceby who held the office on seven occaslions between
1445 end 1465. () |

Many of the merchants on the governing body in the late
fourteenth and early fifteenth centuries also had close business

connections with fellow aldermen end members of the twenty-four

(1) York Mercers, PPs 111-xvii, 35=36.

2) Ibid. . 522-25.~ See algo the extracts frai the Account
(%) ROlls’o%pthe Company in the volume and the unpublished
Account Rolls in the Company Archlves. _
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who wéfe iéa&ing figures in the cloth-making industry, supplying
them with woad and madder and exporting their cloth to distant
marke%s.v In the centﬁry between 1351 and 1450 when the cloth-
making industry, was at‘itsimaximum proéperity the members of
the governing class who were not merchents were drawn mainly
from this industry. Thus 30 of the 186 bailiffs and sheriffs
during that period whose occupations are known were drapers or
dyers, as compared with 20 members of the food trades and 10 men
from crafts working leather or fur, whilst a fuller, a weaver
and & ghearman 81s0 served as sheriff. Four of the drapers and
two of the dyers became mayor and the weaver and shearman also
occupied that office.(l)

| By the early sixteenth century the trade of York's

merchants was declining and the importance of merchants on the
governing body of York steadily decreased. Only a third of

the men who were sheriffs between 1501 and 1550 were}merchants

and the mayoral chair was increasingly held by men from a variety

of other crafts and trades. Three mayors of York were goldsmiths,

another three were tailors, and two more tanners, whilst a

fishmonger, an inn-keeper, & chandler, a glover, a hosier, a

carver, and a glazier also occupied the mayoral chalir during this

(1) John de Braithwayt, Willism Girlyngton, William de Helmesley,
John de Santon; Adem del Bank, John Croser;
Thomas Bracebrigg, Thomas Esyngwald. See Appendix E.
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“period. Yet despite the substantial decline in their fortunes
the merchants remained the largest single occupational group
emong the governing class and of the 49 mayors of York during
the half century 27 were merchants, 22 of whom were also
Governors of the Merchant Adventurers' Company.

The links forged in the field of business and reflected
in the Council Chamber were strengthened by the more intimate
ties of kinship. As we have seen in the previous chapter the
emall circle of wealthy men among the industrial and\trading
community from whom the governingﬁclass was drawn, was far from
being precruited on a hereditary basis, and the constantly
changing membership of the wealthlest class 1s reflected in the
fact that only 16 of the 159 mayors qf York during our period
were the gons of former mayors of the city. But the members
of York's governing class were often related by marrisage.
Henry wyman, a Hanseatlc merchant who settled in Yprk in the
late fourteenth century and was three times mayor, became by
his marrisge to @ daughter of John de Barden, who was mayor in
1378, the brother in law of John de Moreton who held that office
in 1418; John Bolton, an alderman whose father hed been mayor,
married a daughter of Nicholes Blackburn, senior, a wealthy
merchant who lent money to the King on the Eve of Agincourt and

was himself a former mayor of York; and William Ormeshed, a
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wool and cloth exporter who was mayor in 1425 and 1433, married

Ellen Gare whose father held the office in 1420. At a later
éaﬁe the son of John Gilliot, Jjunior, married the daughter of
Peter Jackson who was mayor in 1525 and his daughters Margaret
and Maude married John Hogeson and Peter Robinson who also
became mayors, whilst John Norman, a merchant who was mayor in
1524, was the brother in law of his fellow aldermen John Rasyn
and John Thornton.(l)

The oligarchy that governed York was thus knit together

into a fairly homogenous body by the possession of wealth, by

ties of marriage, and by common business interests of which

the Principal for most of our period was foreign trade. Within

the governing class there was often friction. Business deals
were nof always friendly, near relatives often quarrelled and

the aldermen werc sometimes bitterly divided over the choice of

. & new mayor. But in general their common interests and outlook

united them to opposition outside and enabled them to rule York

for more then two centuries virtually unchallenged.

(1) See their biographies in Arpendix E.




297

CHAPTER IX.

THE EXPANSION AND DECLINE OF YORK
IN THE LATER MIDDLE AGES.

Throughout;the fecurteenth, fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries sane of the major functions performed by York were
8lmost unchanged. York remained the centre of & diocese, and
was st11l an important administrative centre for the government
of the counties north of the Trent, whilst the attrections of
the city as a centre of social life for the gentry of Northern
England were in no way diminished. York, too, still f%ourished
8 an industrial town which supplied the North of England with
her manufactures and as a market town where rmen from a wide aresa
s0ld their goods to York merchants and other visiting north
countrymen for redistribution to customers many miles eway.
Hence York was always assured of & certain measure of rrosperity

-and wag able to maintain her position as one of the leading
English cities. But the sectors of York's economy that wepe
closely linked with Western Europe by the ties of trade
experienced no such stability and i1t was the fortunes of the
clgth-ﬁaking industry and of her commerce which largely
deternined the major fluctuations in the prosperity ang

population of York during our period,
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At the opening of the fourteenth century York was pre-
occupled with the war against Scotland. The officials and
records of the Exchequer were transferred from London and
;houéeauin York on five occasions fof‘a“cambined reriod of
fourteen years between May 1298 and September 1338; the King
was frequently in the city; pérliaments were summoned there;
.and knights, nobles and soldlers passed through York on their
_Way to the Scottish border. (1) The catering tredes and meny
- other crafts perhaps did not regref‘thg usé of York as the
English headquarters, which for a time brought extra cdnsumeré
- to the city. But despite this épparent prosperity it would
. Beem that the cloth-making industry and thé 1nt§rnationa1
. commerce of York which helped to sustain a population of some
11.000 inhabitants in the final quarter of the fourteenth
- century were then of relatively little 1mportance;

The flourishing urban English cloth-making industry of
the late twelfth and early thirteenth ceﬁturies appears to
have been in decay, and the York industry which had once
Bupplied cloth for the Royal Wardrobe and export mérkets ag
distant es genoa, was probably but a shadow of its former selr.

The weaverg of the city had fallen into serious arrears in

(1) D. M. Broome, 'Exchequer Migrations to York in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries', Essays in Medieval Higtor
presented to T.F.Tout; G.Benson, Later Medieval York,

PPO 25-560




making their annual payments to the Exchequer by the third .
Hvof the fourteenth century whilst they céﬁplained bitterly of
competition from country cloth-makers their debt steadily
mounted. An anslysis of the enrolments of freemen in the main
cloth-making crafts at that date, moreover, suggests that the
poverty of the weavers was no fiction invented to deceive the
Exchequer and that the cloth-mesking industry in York was in
fact at a low ebb. Only 3 weavers, 3 shearmen, 5 dyers, a
fuller and s chaloner were recorded on the Reglster of Freemen
between 1311 and 1331, and their combined number represented
barely 2 per cent of the new freemen whoseloccupation can be
determined.

It also seems likely that York merchants then playeq
belatively 1ittle part in foreign trade. Neither the value
nor the volume of their foreign trade in wine, cloth or
miscellaneous merchandise can be determined, but it 1is
slgnificant that in the export of wool, the one important
branch of foreign trade in which we can determine the size of
individual cargoes in the early fourteenth century, York
merchants played little part - although wool was at the cloge
of the century easily the most valuable commodity of intep-
national trade handled by York's merchants.  Alien merchants
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dominated the wool exports of Hull as of other English ports

--at the beginning of the century and natlve exporters accounted
for only 18,000 of the 47,000 sacks of wool shipped from Hull
between Michaelmas 1304 and Michselmas 1311, when the relative
quantities of wool exported by native and elien merchants may -
for a time be determined. But even among the English exporters
York merchants were relatively unimportant; they exported 1ess
than 200 of the 1,300 sacks of wool exported from Hull by -
English merchants in 1324-25, whilst in marked contrast with
their succegsors in the second half of the century only two
mayors of York between 1301 and 1331 have been traced as wool
exporters. | |
Some of the principal sources of York's prosperity at a
later date were thus of little importance at the opening of the
fourteenth century and it is possible that the population of
York was then at its lowest point between 1300 md 1550. The
number of persons enrolling as freemen was smaller than at any
other time during our period and in the decades 1301-11 end
1311-21 the number of freemen enrolling averaged 35 and 46 g
year respectively as compared with an annual average of more
than 50 freemen in each decade for the remainder of our period.
During the second and third quarters of the century there

were signs of an expansion in York's economy. The most -
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siriking development occurred in the cloth-making industry and
the York crafts making cloth shared in the growth of the English
industry which virtually priced foreign cloth out of the
English market and created a substantlal demand for English
cloth in the Baltic, Gascony, amd Flanders. Between 1331 and
1361 there was & more than twelvefold increase in the number of
weavers, fullers, chearmen, dyers, and tapiters, becaming
freemen of York, and the percentage of new freemen in thesge
cloth-making crafts rose from two to fifteen per cent. The
drapers, who frequently perforued a vital function in the
manufecture of cloth by acting és intermediaries between the
cloth producer and the merchant who exported cloth, also
increased in numbers and 28 were recorded on the Register of
Freemen in 1361-71 as compared with only 5 in 1321-31. The
1mprov1ng fortunes of the York weavers were reflected in the
renewal of their original charter from the King in 1346 and the
general prosperity of the industry was indicated by its ability
to absorb a number of immigrants from the Low Countries when
once the expansion had begun.

There are also signs that the international trade of York's
merchants had begun to expand. The growth of their wool ;
exports gince the early years of the fourteenth century is very

evident, It is significant that‘in 1363 when Calaig became
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the Continental Staple for English W°§1 exports two York
merchants were among the aldermen chosen by the Company of the
Staple to rule Calais, and in 1378-79 when the wool exports of
individual merchants from Hull can be determined after an
interval of same 50 years, York men comprised the most
important group of wool merchants there, shipping some 1,600

of the 2,700 sacks of wool exported that year as compared with
a mere 200 sacks in 1324-25. In other branches of foreign
trade a gtatistical comparison with the early fbufteenth century
is impossible, yet here too we may surmise that the trade of
York's merchants had expanded. Thus there is little doubt that
from the middle of the fourteenth century York merchants
steadlly increased their exports of cloth as in commonvwith men
of other English towns they sought new markets for the rapidly
expanding English textile industry, and exports.of‘cloth from
Hull, which served as an outlet for the cloth made in York ang
the west Riding, rose from 1,000 cloths between 1347 end 1357
to 8,000 cloths between 1357 and 1367. The miscellaneous |
imports of York merchants too must sgfely have increased asg g
result of their search for new markets for cloth which took
them for the first time to Prussia by the final quarter of the

century.
The increase in the foreign trade of York's merchants and
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the expansion of the cloth-making industry was accompanied by
a géneral development of York';méédﬁaﬁy. Few occupations
failed to benefit from the.prosperity of the merchants and
cloth-making crafts which created a much larger demand for
consumer goods of every describtion. The number of new freemen
enrolling ih most crafts and trades in York increased steadily
in each decade from 1331 to 1371 and the total number of new
freemen roge from 660 in 1331-41 to 1050 in 1561-71.

The increase‘in the enrolments of new freemen, as
Miss Sellers suggested, may have occurred partly because the
heavy mortality caused by the Black Death and & further outbreak
of Plague a dozen years later suddenly gave many ambitious
young men the chance to become_master'craftsmen. ‘HBut the
mérked rise in rents recelved by the Vicars Choral 6r York
Minster from property in the city before the middle of the
century and the‘spectacular revival of their fortunes after the
Black Death suggests that the rise in the number of persons
becoming freemeﬁ'reflected a genuine increase in the population
of York. fThe gross half-yearly income of the Viecars Choral
from their property in York increased from £34 from 92 tenements
in 1321 to g48 from 114 tenements in 1336 and although the rents
of their tenements subsequently declined, probebly as a result
of the withdrawal of the officials of the Exchequer from York
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in 1338 as Edward III directed the major English military effort
towards France instead of Scotland, the upward movement of rents
had been fully resumed Yefore the outbreak of the Black Death.
The mortality caused by this Plague, measured by its impact on
the rents of the Vicars Choral was severe. Their half-yearly
income from rents fell sharply from £43 in 1347 to £28 in 1352,
a8lthough the number of tenements they owned reméined the same,
and 22 houses were described as vacant. Yet by 1359 the half-
Yearly income of the Vicars Choral from property in York had
risen to ssvvand by 1371 the low level of rents resulting from
the Black peath had been easily surpassed. The average rent
pér tenement in 1371 was & shilling more than in 1347 and the
half-yearly income of the Vicars Choral had_risen to £61, whilst
their confidence that the expansion would continue was reflected
in the decigion to increase their property by erecting new
houses on the derelict site of the church of St.Benedict.

All the evidence examined therefore points to an expansion

of York's economy during the second and third quarters of the

fourteenth century and it seems likely that in 1377, when the

lay population of York may be calculated for the first time
during our period, York was a prosperous expanding city larger
than any other English city except London. Moreover the growth

of York's econamy continued until the end of the century, The



cloth-making industry grew still more prosperous. The number of
weavers, fullers, shearmen, tapiters, and dyers recorded on the
Register of Freemen in 1361-71, when 152 were enrolled, was the
maximum recorded in any decade during our period. But the
number enrolled in each decade from 1371 to 1400 was greater
than in either of the decades 1341-51 and 1351-61, whilst the
proportion of new freemen entering these crafts never fell below
12 per cent. The continued expansion of the industry moreover
was reflected in the growth of crafts allied to the industry,
Cardmakers manufacturing the implements employed in carding the
wool before i1t was spun appeared for the firet time on the‘
Register of Freemen, where eighteen members were recorded between
1351 ang 1400; and the wiredrawers making the tiny metal hooks
that fitteq into the wool cards, in addition to their other
manufacﬁupes, increased thelr numbers on the Register from four
in the decades 1311-51 to sixteen in the second half of the
century, The sherpening of the shears used to impart a fine
finish to the cloth after it had been fulled also became a
specialised occupation and sheargrinders began to be recorded as
‘freemen of the city; the first made his appearance in 1346, and
by the end of the century a further seven persons had been noted

with that occupation or were described simply as grynder,
The foreign trade of York's merchants was probably still
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expanding.  Exports of cloth fram Hull, of which York merchants
normally e;;§££éd no less than half, rose from 8,000 cloths
between 1357 end 1367 to very nearly 38,000 cloths between 1387
and 1397, and it seems likely that their miscellaneous imports
continued to increase as they opened up new markets for cloth

on the Continent. Their imports of wine too probebly increased,

after the general contraction in English wine imports during the
third quarter of the fourteenth century, to a level considerably
greater than at the beginning of thgicentury. The volume of
'w;ne' imported at Hull, in contrast fir‘ith English ports as a
whdle, wés probébly no smaller than at the beginning of the
century, Whiléf English merchants accounted for mofe than 90 per
cent of the winc imported there, as compared with only 50 per
cent before the eve of the Hundred Years War, when English
merchants in general displaced aliens from the import trade in
wine, Hence, unless we assune that York merchants were much
less enterprising than other English Wingu;mpgrters at Hull it
seems reasoﬁable to suppose that the volume of their wine
imports was somewhat larger than beforef

The regults of the expansion in forelgn trade ahd cloth-
meking were seen in a further growth of population. Ovep a
hundred more persons enrolled as freemen between 1381 end 13901

than in the previous decade, although the total enrolments were
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lower than they were between 1361 and 1371, and during the final
decade of the fourteenth century nearly 1,200 pefsons beceanme
freemen, The mortality caused by the Plague at York 1n‘1379
andyiﬁ 1390—1591. in so far as it created sudden chances of
Premoﬁion for scores of ambitious young men may partly explain
the further rise in the enrolments of new freemen. But the
contiﬁued prosperity of the‘Vicars Chofal of thé Minster
suggests that some part of the increase was, 1in fact, due to an
€xpanding population. The half-yearly income of the Vicars
Choral from property ih'York increased steadily from £61 in 1371

to £85 in 1401, whilst the average rent per tenement rose from
6.7 to 7. shillings &g the number bf tenéments omned increaged
from 183 to 238. |

At the close of the fourteenth century York was therefore
exceedingly prosperous with a p0pulétioh large: than in 1377
when ghe already ranked as the second 6ity OfvEngland. Her
merchantg congtituted by far the wealthiest group of men trading
at Hull. They handled over-half the wool and»cloth'exports of
Hull and g third of her imports of wine'and miscellaneous
imports ang exports, and the combined value of their trade in
1398-99, when all imports and exports at Hull were worth some
525,000, may be conservatively estimated at 510,400 -8 figure

which was glmost certainly far in excess of the value of their
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foreign trade at the beginning of the century, when their wool
exports alone were probably worth less than £1,000 a year. The
Clofh:ﬁafing industry was then at its héigﬂf-and during the last
three decades of the fourteenth century more than 12 per cent of
new'fpeemen entered crafts engaged in the manufacture of cloth.
Th¢ produ¢ts of the industry were exported by the enterprise of
her merchsnts to new markets on the Continent, and in Prussia,
which was guccessfully penetrated on a largé scale b& English
merchants in the late fourteenth'century, York mén were at one
time more numerous‘thén the merchants of any other English town,
It i1s not therefore surprising that in June 1392 when Richard II
moved his Court and the Exchequer from London for six months
because of friction with the city, he chose York as his
Headquarters, and in 1396 York received recognition of its
importance by i1ts elevation to the status of a couhty.(l)
Shortly after the beginning of the fifteenth century the
international commerce of her merchants began to decline and
the expansion in York's economy came to an end.  Some measure
of their fading fortunes can be seen by the middle of the
fifteenth century in the downward trend of Hull's foreign trade,
which was probably worth only £250,000 in the decade 1437—47 as
canpered with s figure of same £420,000 between 1407 and 1417.

\

(1) Broome, op. cit.
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Imports of wine at Hull amounted to only 10,000 tuns as
compared with an import of 14,000 tuns between 1407 and 1417,
and the value of goods paying poundage, in part reflecting the
‘exclusion of English merchants from the Skania fisheries by the
Hanse, wag barely half the value of such goods in the decade
1407-17, fThe decline in the foreign trade of merchants shipping
througn Hull, however, mainly reflected the fall in their wool
€xports as the English cloth-making industry made a further
striking advence towards the middle of th¢ fifteenth century
and still more English wool was diverted from foreign to English
Ccloth-makers for export as cloth. The merchants trading

through Hull, moreover, unlike English merchants ag a whole,

completely failed to compensate for the decline in their wool
€xports by increasing thelr exports of cloth. Exports of wool

from Hull, which constituted approximately half the foreign
trade of the port by value 1n the first quarter of the fifteenth

century, declined from 35,000 sacks in 1407-17 to 19,000 sacks
in 1437-47, whilst Hull's cloth exports shortly before the middle
of the century, when English cloth exports surpassed all previous
peaks, represcnted not even a return to the level of cloth
exports achieved towards the end of the fourteenth century.

The gudden decrease in the foreign trade of York's merchantsg,

who constituted some of the wealthiest men in the city, must in
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turn have affected the prosperity of her other inhabitants,
and it seems likely that the populatién 6lebrk had reached
its peak by the beginning of the fifteenth century, was
stationary for some 20 years and then began to decline. The
number of new freemen recorded during the decades 1431-51 was
14 per cent lower than in the decades 1381-1401 and the rents
of property in York owned by the Vicars Choral of the Minster
and by the Common Chamber of the city to maintain the bridges
over the Quse and the Foss were falling. The incane of the
Vicars Choral from some 250 tenements in York declined from
Eome £160 a year in 1426 to little more than £100 a year in
1456, and the property in the care of the custodians of Ouse
Bridge which had ylelded £129 in 1440, when the surviving
Béries of rent rolls kept by the custodians in effect begins,
produced only £105 in 1454, whilst the average income per
tenement had decreased from 8.2 to 7.6 shillings.

During the second half of the fifteenth centur& the
repression in York's economy became more pronounced. In part §
this was due to a further decline in the international trade
of her merchants; the wool exports of merchants shipping
'throﬁgh Hull shrank from 19,000 sacks in 1437-47 %o 6,000 sacks
in 1467-77 and then to 2,000 sacks in the decade 1487 to 1497,
and all other branches of Hull's trade wére affected by the
general depression in English trade that resulted from
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deteriorating relations with the Hanse and the loss of Gascony.
The depths of the depression were reached in the decade 1457-67
when the total value of Hull's trade amounted to less than
£100,000; but although there was a general revival in
England's foreign trade by the final quarter of the century as
English merchants embarked 6n a rapld expansion of trade with
the Low Countries which more than compensated for their reduced
imports of wine from Gascony and their virtual exclusion from
the Baltic, the merchants shipping through Hull did not fully
recover from the decay of their former trade connections. A
subordinate role in English trade with the Low Countries, which
wags largely dominated by the merchants of London, proved a poor
substitute for the leading position formerly occupied by York
merchants in prussia, and at the turn of the fifteenth century
when memoriés of the depression were fading away the total
value of Hull's foreign trade was still some 20 per cent legs
than i1t wag between 1437 and 1447.

The waning prospérity of York was also intensified by the
decline of her most important industry in the face of growing
competition from the cloth-making industry of the West Riding
and other rural districts of England where labour was cheap,
taxation wag 1ight, and water power existed to work the fulling
mill. The Abbey of Durham which had normally bought its cloth




312

from York drapers in the first half of the fifteenth century
subsequently made purchases from men of Halifax and Leeds, and
even York itself was invaded by cloth from the West Riding,
where Leeds, Halifax, Bradford and Wakefield, were by the
reign of Henry VII, on their way}to becoming the prosperous
clothing towns noted by Leland in his itinerary.  The mayor
and' aldermen of York frequcntly hed to consider regulations
for the gale of country cloth in the city at their meetings;
in 1502 cne of the two Fairs instituted in thé city after an
expensive petition to the King made special provision for the
sale of cloth from Leeds, Bradford, Wakefield and Halifax ag
2lso from Ripon, Knaresborough and Kendal; and the large =nd
varied stock of weet Riding cloth owned by a York tailor who
died in 1485 suggests that the citizens of York had started to
drees in country cloth. It is therefore not surprising that,
a8lthough the number of new freemen recorded as tapiters, who
specialiseq in the production of worsted cloth, remained
constant, the number of weavers, fullers, shearmen and dyers
declined fram 430 between 1401 and 1451 to 331 in the second
half of the century. The number of weavers enrolling as
freemen in particular averaged only 25 a decade ag compared
with an average of more than 50 a decade between 1351 ang 1401,

end the fading prosperity of the Weavers' G114 was reflected in
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the reduction of their annual fee farm by a half in 1478
because of poverty and its total remission eight years latenr.
The decline of thegg}gﬁh—making ip@pﬁpry and the inter-
national commerce of York's merchants were in turn connected
with a curtailment of the distributive functions performed by
her merchents in Englénd. The distriﬁution of cloth in the
North of England tended to pass out of the hands of York
merchants with the triumph of the West Riding industry and‘it
seems likely that the merchants and clothiers of Wakefield and
Halifax 1ike their successcrs in the early sixteenth century
£80ld their cloth to merchants in London, who could, by virtue
of their gupremacy emong kEnglish traders in the Low Countries,
brovide an ampie gupply of imported dyestuffs and a ready
market abroad for West Riding cloth. At the same time, ag the
Toreign trade of York's merchents at Eull declined, London
merchants inveded the North of England in increassing numbers in
search of Yorkshire cloth and lead, supplylng in return a large
varlety of imported goods hitherto cbiained from York merchants,
50 that in 1486 when regulations were drawn up abdbout the
activities of men from other towns trading in York, her aldermen
thought immediately of London merchants, the only gfoup of
visiting traders mentioned by name, and specifically forbade

them to sell merchandise in the city save to freemen of York. |
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The setbacks suffered by the textile workers and merchants
of the city were not offset by gains in other sectors of the
€conomy. ‘Thus although the pewterers lncreased in numbers}

geveral other York crafté declined during the second half of
the century, The ekinners were affected like the skinmers of
London agd other English towns, by a chenge in fashion which
seems to have spread fram the Court of the Dukes of Burgundy
and by the increasing difficulty of obtaining furs from Russia,
and the number of skinners enrolling as freemen of York fell
from 114 between 1401 and 1451 té 26 1in the second half of the
century, The bow making industry also declined, and the
number of bowyers and fletchers enrolling as freemen fell from

85 1in the first half of the century to 39 between 1451 and 1501,

whilst the 1ast bow-string maker to become a freeman was

recorded in 1489.
The cumlative effect of these changes was a further fall

in the population of York. The number of new freemen enrolling
during the second half of the fifteenth century was nearly 30
rer cent less than the number who enrolled between 1351 ang 1401,
and in the decade 1491-1501 fewer new freemen were recorded than
in any deczde since 1331. The revenue received by the
Custodians of ouse Bridge from tenements in York fell from £105
in 1454 to £74 in 1501, and the half-yearly income of the Vicars
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Choral from their property in the city declined from some £50
in 1456 to0 £34 by the end of the century. The income of =
number of private property owners in York during this period
too‘probably declined, as did the income received by the
Merchant Adventurers Company from properity in various parts of

York for the upkeep of their hospital.

In the early sixteenth century the decline continued.
York merchants during the sixteentﬁ century were still as
enterprising as their predecessors; they shared in the
expansion of English trade with Spain which had begun towards
the end of the fifteenth century, and in the second quarter of
the sixteenth century, in common with other English merchants,
they once more traded with Prussia and the Baltiec. But the
revival of Hull's foreign trade, which had begun efter the
depression during the third quarter of the fifteenth century,
rcached itg pesk at the end of the century and'thereafter as
the predeminonce of London merchants in English trade with the
Low Countries increesed, the foreign trade of Hull, like that
of ILynn and other provincial ports of Eastern England, steadily
contracted. The cloth exports of Hull sprank from 25,000
cloths between 1497 and 1507 to 15,000 cloths in the following
decade and then to 7,000 cloths in the years 1537 to 1547;
wine imports after 1507 returned to the low level that had been
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reached after the loss of Gascony in the middle of‘the
fifteenth century; =and the value of gébas raying poundage
declined from £68,000 in the decade 1497-1507 to less than
£40,000 in 1537-1547. Hence the total foreign trade of all
merchants at Hull by the middle of the sixteenth century was
worth barely £75,000 a decade, as compared with nearly £400,000
a8 decade at the beginning of the fifteenth century. York
merchants who had shipped goods worth more than £10,000 a

Jear at the eﬁd of the fourteenth century had to be content
with shipping goods valued at a quarter of that sum, and the
ranks of the governing class in York were increésingly recruited
from men who never engaged in foreign trade. '

The York cloth-making industry too contracted further in
the early years 6f the sixteenth century. The linen weavers,‘
and above a11 the tapiters weaving worsted cloth, were now |
enrolling in greater numbers on the Reglster of Freemen than
at the end or the fourteenth century, but their products were
seldan intended for an international market and their
Prosperity only in part‘offset'a further decline in the crafts
meking woollen cloth. Only 96 weavers, fullers, shearmen, and
dyers, were enrolled as freemen between 1501 and 1551 ss
compared with 331 between 1451 and 1501, and the proportion of

freemen enrolling in these crafis was less than 4 per cent ag
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Compared with more than 12 per cent in the second half of the
fourteenth century. The more highly skilled crafts of shearmen
and dyers declined no less markedly than the crafts of weavers
and fullers, and the groups of cloth finishers that flourished
in Bristol, Exeter, Ipswich, and London, shearing before export
cloth which had becn wo#en and fulled in the country, had no
Parallel in York, where no rore than seven dyers nor three
shearmen became freemen in any decade of the early sixteenth
century, some cloth made in the country may still have been
dyed in York as it had been at least a century earlier, but the
West Riding as a whole dispatched most of its cloth fqr export
direct to Loondon and purchased its woad and madder from men of
that city, thus largely a#oiding the markets of York and Hull.
All branches of the industry connected with the manufacture of
woollen cloth therefore declined, as did the crafts allied to
the industry manufacturing textile implements. The last
chearsmith to become 2 freeman was recorded in 1481, and only
ten Wiredrawers and cérdmakers were mentioned on the Regigter
of Freemen during the first half of the sixteenth century.

The continued decline of the cloth-making industry and
the foreign trade of York merchants was again followed by signs
of a fall in population, although there 1is some evidence to

guggest that by the middle of the sixteenth century the decline
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in population had ceased. The\number_pf persons enrolling as
freemen fell in each decade between 1491 and 1531, from 530 in
.1491-1501 to 517 in 1521-1531, and the enrolments for the first
half of ﬁhe sixteenth century as a whole were 20 per cent lower
than in the second half of the fifteenth century. The half-
yearly income of the Vicars Choral frcm their property in York
fell from £39 in 1510 to £32 in 1521 and the income of the
Custodians of‘Ouse Bridge from tenements in York which had
amounted to £30 in 1503 had fallen to £59 by 1528, The
decrease in population was now very evident and fhe disposal of

vacant and derelict housces was & serious problem for the civic
authoritiecs. It had become necessary by 1529 to secure apprbval
from the civic suthorities before any house could be takenxmwurand
in 1532-33 the city instructed its members of Parliament to seek
legiclation that would vest in the city the possession of all
vacant siteg where houses had been demolished, unle s the owner

would rebuild on the sitc.
There were thus considerable fluctuations in the prosperity

and population of York during our period.  Therc was a rapid

expansion in York's econony from the first quarter of the
fourteenth ccntury until the beginning of the fifteenth century,
mainly ag a result of the growth of the cloth-making industry'

sand the foreign trade of York merchants, and thereafter, as
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both thesé sources of prosperity fédéd;“fhere was a stecady
decline until the population of York had returned at the end
of our period to almost the same level as before. The more
local pillars of York's econouy remained and the city
continued to‘function as a regional cap;tal. But the
important part that York had once played in the industrial

and commercial life of the nation had largely vanished.
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APPENDIX A.

THE _ OCCUPATIONS OF  YORK'S FREEMEN

Note: The few clergy, monastic and diocesan
officials, and the more permanent civic
officials such as sergeants who were
enrolled as freemen have been omitted
from the following Tables.
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TABLE I.

THE OCCUPATIONS OF MEN ENROLLING ON THE
REGISTER OF YORK FREEEN 1311-41. (1)

TEXTILES Rumber
Chaloner . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Ch"‘l“eller(z) . . . . B . . . . . l
Cloth-geller (Clathesellar, clateseller) . . . 2
Drapcr (Draper, lyndraper) « e e e e 10
Dyer (Litester, litster, tainturer, taynturer, . 12

teinturer, tinctor)
Fuller (Fullor; walker) . . . . . . 3
}Iat-maker (Hatter) . . . . . . » . 8
Hosler (peger, hosier) - . - P 10
Pamenter(® . . . . . . .. L 1
Shearman (Tg;undgu!‘) . . ° . . . . . 8
Tailor (giesor, taillicr, taillour, taillur, . . 70
taylliour) - -

Teaver (ristour, tixtor, wcbester, webster) . . 12

Total 140

et

(1) Regicter of Frecrmen, I, pp.l3=34. At this period the city
chamberlains, who were responsible for the enrolment of
new freewmen, were probebly eppointed in Februsry esch year,

See the introduction to Appendix E.

(2) Probably e maker of hats or ceps (0.E.D., Promp. Parv.,
Cath. Ang.) ’

(3) A tallor, onc who provides vestments (0.E.D. Sece elso
Du Cange, Glosearium medise et infimee Latinitatis).
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Baker (Furner, pestor, pestour) .

Brewer (Breugter) .

Butcher (Bocher, bochlgg, carnifex).

Cook (Gocus) .

.

e

Flsherman (Figcher, fisscher, peschour, piscarius)

Fishmonger (Fisschemanger, piscztor)

Maltster e e a

Miller (Molendinarius, mouner)

Potager (1)

‘Poulterer (Pulter) .

Salter

*‘—-—‘ .

Saucemaker (Sauser)

Spicer (gpecer) .

Taverner , . . .

TRADE

Chapmen , . e .

Mercer . . .

Merchant (Marchant, marchaunt,

(1) A person who makes soup or a dish consisti
' of cooked vegetables.

.

.

L

(Q.E.D.)

nercator)

ng mainly

. Total

322

60

73
35

21

11

kg 33 )

319

18
81

|Ele
» in
ol
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Boftle—maker (Boteiler, botolar) . o e . . 3
Cordwainer (Allutarius, cordwancr, sutor) . . 93
Cufrier (Couraour, couraur) . . . . 4
Glover (Cirotecarius, maunter, glover) . 13
daler (1) Ce e Ce 1
Parchment-maker (Percheminer, parchimener, parchminsr) 3
Purse-maker (Purser) . . « o« o« o« . . 2
Saddler (Sadeler, seler, seller) . . . . . 19
Schether . . e . ; . ] 3
Skinner (pPelliporius, pelter) . . . .. 47
Tanner (Barger;ﬁtannator, tannour) . . . 60
Tewer , . . . . ... . 3
Total 'EEE
BUILDIﬁG
Carpenter . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Glasier (Verrour) . . . . e e 3
Mason (Cementarius, mason) . . e . 7
Plasterer . . . . . . . . . . 2
Plumber (plummer) . . e . . . . . 5
Tiler (Tughler, tygeler) . . o e e _2
Total 86

(1) A male was & form of lesther bsg (Cath, Ang,)




ATmourer (Armorer, fourbur, furbour, furbur)

Cutler (Cotoler, cotolor)

Girdler (Centursr, ceyntursr, ~irdeler, zon-rius

L]

»

Gold-benter (Ordbator, orbotur)

Goldsmith (Aurifadber, orfeusr) .

Ironmonger (Irenmnnsse, yramongsr)

Latonsr . .
..-—‘___

- Locksmith (Iokesmyth)
Lorimer . . . . .
Marshal (areschsll) . ,
Hailemalrer (Joyler) . .
Snith  (Fader, fobour, ferrour) .

Sourrier (Sporisr, spurier)

Wire-crawer (Vyrdragher)

i the two following Tables potters have been
(2) i?s%gésuiggr 'Miscellaneous Occupations'! since some of
the potters may have been woriing earthenware rather

than mectal.

*

Tot

21

324

21
43

31

[av]

11
10

10

9
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Aguiler, sruiller,

aguyller.(l).

Barber
__Batur o/ .
Boller (2) .

Bowyer (Bougher)

Camber . .
Carder ...
Carter .
Cartwrisht (Certwrith)

(Cendeler, chandeler,

-»

.

chaundeler)

[

Chandler

Cheser . .
Cooper (Couper)
Cpnper .

Cue . .

Doubour, dubber

Fletcher (Flecher)

Fufster . .
Gardener (Garthener)
Gourder . .
‘——“-——

(1) See XNedeler.

(2) Probably e bowl-meker;
8lso ¥.3, I, 164).

.

.

.

a bolle

.

Carried forward

L 4

.

wes & bowl (0.%.D.

325

. 5
. 2
. 6
. 4
. 1
. 10
. 1
1
. 1
1
65
See



MISCELLANEOUS (Continueq)

Harper . .
Heumer . .

Horner . .

Horse-dealer (Corsour, cosour)

.

L 3

1
Lomenour ( ) .

Lyner . .

.

.

Mariner (Mariner, meryner, nauta)

Medicus . .

Messanger .

Mukdragher .
Nedeler (2) .

Packer (pakker)

Painter (payntour, pictor)

Porter (porter, portour, portur)

L 4

-

Potter . .

Roper (Raper)

L ]

o

326

Brought forward 65

Carried

L ]
[ ]
R T - T R

. . . 52
1
1
1
. . . 2
1l
4
7

. . . 13

. . ° _l
forward 161

1) An inator of manuscripts (Q.E.D.) Members of the
@) occ&%ég?on were also described as lumner, and lymmer.

See Table II.
(2) see aguiler.
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MISCELLANEOUS (Continued) Brought forward 161
Shipwright (Schipwrith) . . . . . . . 1l
Statlioner . . . . . . . . . . 1
Toller . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Trwﬁper . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Turner (Turnour) ¢ . . . e e e 1l
Tynkler . T . . . . . . 1l
Wayder = . . R . . . . . . . . 7
Wodseller . . . . . . . . . . 1
Wocl-merchant (Mercator lanarum) . o« . N |
Total 176

R T B 2w e e,




TABLW II

THE OCCUPATICNS OF MEN EJROLLING OX 117
REGISTAR OF YORKX FR@TMUA 1411-43. (1)

IFXTILES
Cap-'mitter (Capkaytter) .. .o .. .o ..
Cap-m&ker -0 . * e [ ) * » . @ LN ) LI ) * @

Coverlet-weaver (Coverlitewevsr, coverlitwever)

Draper (Dreper, drspour) .. .o .o .o .o

Dyer (Litster, littester, lytster, lyttestar,

lyttester)

Embroiderer (Broudester, broudster, browsderer)

FUlleI‘ (s"“lLOr) o e e LI ) L) . e ® .

Hat-makel‘ ) . e

Hosier (FWosier, hosyer) oo .o oo - .o

Iinen-weaver (ILvanewever, lynwever) ., .o -
Shesrmen (Sherman) . .. .o .. .. .o

Tailor (Tatlliour, taillour, tailour, tayllour)

Tapiter (Taniter, toniter, tenvter) e . e

Vestment-maker (Vostementmgker vestmentnaler)

Weaver (vwever) .. .o - e .o e .o

(1) R

Total

528

L )

40
62

33
186
43

12

552

Reglister of Freemen, I, 114-157. At this period the

city chamberlains, who enrolled new freemen, were

appointed in February each year. See the introduction

to Appendix E.
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=

Baker (pékqg, bakester, bakster, baxter, pistor)

Brewer, (Berecbrewer, brewer, brewster) . . . .

Butcher (Bocher, boucher, bucher) . . . . .

Cook (Cocus, couk, cuke) . e e e e . .
Fisherman (Fissher, fyssher, piscarius) c w .

Flshmonger (Fishmanger, fisshmenger, fyshmanger,
fysshemanger, fysshmanger, fysshrionger)

Hosteler (Hoételer,'hostiller,}gsteler) e o o

Miller :(Millner, milner, mylner) . . o o .

Oble tmaker, U.bletmaker’ (1) . . . . . . .

Poulterer (pulter) . .« . . . . . .

Saucemaker (Salsemaker, saucer, sausemaker,
sausmakcr, sawcemsker)

Spicer (gpicer, spycer) o e e e s o
Taverner e e e e e e e e e . .
Vintner (Vinetar, yymter) . . .+ . . . .
. Total

TRADE
Chapman e e e e e e e e,
Mercer . . . . . . . . . . .

‘Merchant (Marchaunt, mercator, merchand, mercheunt)
' Total

(1) An oble or oblete was"a kind of wafer cake, often
Sweetened with honey, and generally made of the finest
wheaten bread, . The consecrated wafer distributed to
Cawmunicants at Mass was so termed"  (Halliwell).

529

90
18
86
a7

38

22

1l

20

k

63

130

E

403

|
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LEATHER
Bottle-maeker (Botelmaker) . . . . . . 1
Cobbler (Cobiller, cobler) . . . . . 5
Cordwainer (Cordewaner, cordwansr, cordwynar) . 111
Currier (Coureour, couriour, eouurcour, curriour, 20
currour, curryour)
Fresef(l) . . . . . . . . . . 2 ﬁ
, , |
Glover . . . . . . . . . . 35
Parchment-maker (Parchemener, parchementmsker, 7 K
parchenyner): i
b
. © ¥
Patten-maker(“) (Patenecr, patenemaker, patenmsker, 6 :
patoner, patynmaker) .
Saddler (Saddeller, sadeler, sadler) . . . 23 .
. I
) ‘ f
Shethel‘ . . . . . . . (4 . L4 3 ,1
ot ) ) I
Skinner (Pellinsrius, pelter, skvnner) . . 4 ?
Tanner (Barkor, barker, tannour) . . . . 78 !
Total 565 5

(1) Fresynz was one of the fuactions normally psrformed by
the currisrs (M.B. I, 65). A definition of the process

is glven 1n the glossary of that volunme.

(2) Pattens were normally wooden shoes or clogs (Cath.Ans,
Promn. Parv.) The pattens made in York, however, may have
contained a considerable proportion of leather, and joint
regulations drawn up in 1471 governing the York patten-
makers and two other leather working occupations, the
bottle-makers and bowmemokers, suzzest that the patten-
makers were mnanufecturing bellows, quivers, trunks and i
pouches as well as pattens (I1.3. II, 139).
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BUILDING
Carpenter (Corpentarius, cerpenter) . . . . 15
Carver (Carver, cervour, karvour) . . . . 13

Glazier (Glacier, glacyer, glasier, clegver) . . 10

Joiner (Junour, juynour) e e e e e
T |

'Marbler(l) . . . . o

Mason . . R . . . .
Plasterer (Plasterer, plasstrer) . . . . . 15(2)
Plumbar (Plumer, plummer) . . . . . 12
Roush meson (Rushmeson) . . . . . . 2
Sawyer (Sazher, sawer) . .. .. . 25
Slater (sSclater) . . . . . . . . 1
Tile-maker (Teelmsker, tyelmaker, tyvlemcker) . 9
Tiler (Telsr, teler, tieler, tyveler, tyler) . 19
Wrizht (wrisht, wrysht) . . . e . . 74

| Total 239

(1) Czrver of marble, sculptor (O0.E.D. See¢ also
L.F.S2lzman, Building in Ensland down to 1540).

(2) In 2ddition nine freemen were described as 'plagterer
and tiler?.



METAL

Armourer (Armorer, ermourer, ermurer) .

Bell-founder (Belmaker) . .
Bladesmith (Bladesnyth, bladsmyth)

Brazier (1) (Brasyver) . .

Cutler (Coteller, cuteller, cutler, cutteler) . .. 21

* L2

332

. . 16

. . 1l

. . 8
1

Founder (TFounder, foundour) .

.

. . . 13

Girdler (Girdeler, girdiller, girdler, curdiller, 32

syrieler, gyrdiller)

Goldsmith (Goldesmyth, goldsmyth) . . . 43
Ironmonger (Irenmanger) v . . . . . . 2
Locksmith (Toksmyth) . . . . . . . 6
Lorimer (ILorymer) . . . . . . . 5
Marshal - (Marsshall) . . . . . . . 25
Pewterer (Peuderer, pswierer, pewederer, ncwter, 16
Qewtererx
Pinnaker (Pynnor) . . . . . . . . 20
Riveter (Revetour) | . . . . . . . . 1
Shear-grinder (Shersesrynder) . . . . . . 1
Smith (Ferrour, smyth) . . . . . . . . =
Spurrier (Sporier, sporiour, sporyer, svuryar, 16
spuryer) ,
Stethymsker (2) . e e . o« 1
Wire-drgwer (Viredrawer, wyredrawer) . . . . 3
Wire-smith (Wiresmyth) . . . . . . . ., _1
' Total EEE
(1) oOne who works in brass (0.E.D.) » -
(2) A stethy or stithy was an anvil (0.2.D., Cath. Ang.}




MISCELLANEQOUS
Afeser. e e e e e e
Barber (Barbour) . . .
elman . . . o« e o

Bookbinder (Bukebynder) .

L J

*

Bowstring-maker'(strenger,_stryngar. strynger)

Bowyer (Bower) e o e

Mchemake r . I o . e .

BUklemakeI’ . [ | L] [ .

Card-maker (Cardemakef; cardmaker)

*

Carrier (Cariour, caryour)

Cartwright (Cartewryght, carttwryght)

L

L]

Chandler (Candeler, candelmsker, chaundeler,
_ chaundiller) '

Codammaker o o & o & e o o .
Comb-maker (Kambesmyth) « e e s
Cooper (Couper, coupersmyth) o e e
Corn-mefchant (Corneman) e e e e
Coucher . . . e e e . .
Fletcher (Fleccher, flecher, flecther, fletcher)

FOWIGI‘ ° s e N .

Fu;!ster . . . . .
Haberdasher (Haberdassher)

Hardwareman (Hardewareman, hardwareman)

L3

Horner . . o . .

Huckster (Hukster) . . .

®

.

L]

L]

Carried forward

333

39

o6

13

10

»
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MISCELLANEOUS (COntinued) ) Brought forward 176
Jeweller (Jueller, juellour) . e s e . . 2
Lawyer (Homo legalis, homo legis, ;gg;gpgg;&gg) . 5

Leach (Leche). . B S 1
Leysmyth . o o 0 4 . e e e e e 1
L_n_gz._:z:m_ngz(l) e e e e e e 6
Maltgrynder o« o & o o o e e e 1
Medicus S e e e e e e e e e e 7 f
Mglemaker‘ St el e e e e o« . 3 ;
Mariner (Mariner, maryner, shipnen, ghypman) .« ‘60 . E
MiHStrel (ngstrall)‘ o e e e e e o . 1l :
Orgen-maker (Organemaker) « o« o« o o o . v1
Outryder e e e e e e e e e 1
Paihter (Paynter, payntour) . . e . . . | 6
Pannier-maker (Panyermaker, panyerman) * e . 3
Physician (Fisicus,;ph4sicu§) e e e e e 3 4
Platemaker e o s e e e e e . 1 ;
Porter (porter, portour) . . . e e . 22(2 .

| Potter T N 16 )h

Carried forward ol9

(1) An 111uminator of manuscripts (Q.E.D., Promp. Parw)
Members of the occupation were also described as
1qnenour. See Table I.

(2) Includes two persons described as 'earth' potters.



/~ MISCEILANEQUS (Contimnued)" Brought

A
-

Roper (Harester, hayrester, raper, rapour)

Sandeleder, sandleder. e e e e

Serivener (Escryvener, geryvener) .

Shipwright (Shipwr ht, & shypwryght) .
Sledman (l) . . . . . . . . .

Soap-maker (SOEemaYer) e e e .
Stalner (gtes or, ste our, steynyour)

SUPgeon‘(Surgen, surgener) e e e

S ar ‘O L 4 ' L L] ‘ - - . *
Elaglgg yncler, tynkeler, tynkler .
Irecacler, triacler (?? e e e

Turner (Turnour) [ . ) L [ L] L 4
Wadlnan » Py . . . L] . .

Warderober . . e e e o e

Water—leader(4) (Waterleder, watirleder)
Woolman (Wwollman, wolman) . '+ &

Wool-packer (Wolpakker) e e

forward

Total

335

319

8
2
3
7

13
1
10

17
1

407

(1) A gled was a drag used for the transport of heavy goods. (0.E.D)

(2) Treacle or triascle was originally a medicinal compound
used as an entidote to polsons, venomous bites, and

malignant disease (Q.E.D., Promp. Parv.)

(3) In sdaition one freeman was described as treacler et

tuthdragher.

(4) Ore who carts water for sale. (Q.E.D.)
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TABL®E IIX

ey

T CCUPATIONS OF 3171 B OELI“u 0% _TITH
REGISTEE OF YOuX Fanilos 1511-41. (1)

THXTILTS
AEXTIT RS

Cop-maker (Canner) .e .o .o .o .- 20
Clothisr (Clothyer) .. o0 ee oo oe o 3
Coverlet-weaver (Coverletwever)’ oo oe .o l
Draper (Droivour, dreper, drapour) .o oo oo 6
byer (Dyer, litster, lvster, lytster) oo oo 17
Embroiderer (Broderer, brétherer) .e .o oo 2
Fuller (Fuller, fullour, walksr) - .o .o 12
Hat-make (Iatmekor, hatter) .o .o .o .o 3
HHosier [(Tosizr, hosver) er e - .o .o 14
Linsn-weaver (ILyananwevar, iynwevar) - .o 21
Shearmen| (Sheremcn, sharmon) oo oo .o .o 4

aillor, taillour, tovllour, taylour) .. 101

Tailor (

Tapiter ?Tapitour, tanytour) e ee  se  ws 66

Vestment-malrer (Vestmenter, vestmentmelsr) .o 6

ieever (Wever) .. .o .o . . . .o 16

Woollen-yzaver ({ollenwever) .o e .o .. __6
Total EEE

(1) Register of Freemen, I, 234-260. At this period the
city chamberlains, who enrolled new freemen, were
appointed in mid January. See the introduction to

Appendix E.




e

FOOD

——

Baker (Baiker, baker, baxster) . . . . o

Brewer (Berbrewer, berebruer, brewer, bruer) . E

Butcher (Bocher,.boucher) e e e e e e

Cook (Cocus, cook, cooke, couke, cowke) « o

Fisherman (Fisher, fissher, fyssher) < e e

Fishmonger (Fishemonger, fisshmonger, fysshmonger)
Imﬂieeper (Inh-o.lder) . . . . . . . .

Miller (Milner, mylner) P
Salter . . . . 3 . . L4 . ' 4 .
Vietualler (Yiteler, viteller, vyteler, vyteller,
' ‘ vytteler) ‘
Vintner (Vintyner, vyntener, vynter) e e e
: Total
IRADE

Chapman R .

Mercer e e . . . . . . . . .
Merchant (Mercator, merchaunt) . . . ..

Total

337

152
145



LEATINR
Bottle-maker (Boteller, botteler, bottelmeker) ..

338

Cobbler (Cobler) .o - .o .o e .. 4
Cordwainer (Cordwanser, cordwener, cordyner, shoemaker) 73
Currier (Coureour, céuriour, curyer, curryer, euryour) 13
Glover .o .o .;’ e ee e e .o - 35
Perchment-maker (?archemehter, parchementmaker, 13

parchemyner, parchmenter)

Pouch-meker (Pchhemaker)v .o - .o .o .o l
Saddler (Sadler) .o .o .o .o .o co e 17
Skinner (Skynner) .. .o .e .o .o .o .o 13
Tenner (Barker, tanner, tennour) .. .. .. .. 61
Total 233
Carpenter .. .. .. .. .o . oo 38
Carver (Carver, cervour) .. .o - .o .o .o 24
Glzsier (Glazier, glaszgr) .o .e .o . - 13
Joiner (Joiner, 3oynour) e oo .o o .o 4
Mason .o .o .o .o x oo .o .o . 4
Plunber (plomer) .o e e .o .o .o .o 4
Sawyer (Sewsr) oo .o .o .o .o .o .o 4
'Tilefmaker (Tilemaker, tylemaker, tyllemaker, tvlmaker) * 5
| Tiler (Tiler, tyler, tyller, tylour) .e .o oo 25
dright (Wricht, wryght) .o .o .o .o .« __3
Total 124
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Armourer (Armorer) .. .. co e .. .. .o 14
Bell-founder ‘(Belmaker) . .o .o ;. - .o l(l)
Blacksmith (Blaksmyth) .. ce e .o . .o 15
Bledesmith (Bledesmybh, bleidsmith) I
Brazier (Brasier, brasyer) - . .. ‘e 3
Cutler e e ee e - .. .. o .. o]
Dagger-maker (Dasarmaker) .. . e .. 1
Founder (Foundour, fownederer, fownderer) .. .. 9
Girdler (Girdeler, girdler, gyrdler) - T 9
Goldfyner .. - - - .. .o . .o 1
Goldsmith (Goldsmyth, gooldsmyth) .. . 16
Ironwonger (Yrenmoncer) .. - .o .o . 2
| . 14

Locksmith (Loksmyth) .o .o . . ‘e .

Marshel (Horsemmrshell) .. .o .o

Pinmaker (Pynner) .. .o ‘e . .

Pewterer (Pewderer, newterer, pewtherer) ee e. 23
Smith (Smyth, smythe) oo e .o e ee .. 20
Spurrier (Sporier, sporiour, Sporryer, sooryer, ’ 12

spurriour)
Wire-drawer (Wyerdrower) .o .. .o .o .o 1
v Total 158

(1) 1In sddition one freemen wes dsscribed as 'belfounder
and potter'. '




MISCELLANEOQQ
Alblasterer . o« e . .

Apothecary (potecar, potycary)
Asshbgygger . . R .

Barber (Barber, barbour) S
Barber~surgeon . e . . o . . .
Bookbinder (Bokebynder, bookbxgder)! O

Bowyer (Bower, bowyer) . .

Card-maker (Cardemsker, cardmaker) . . . .

Carrier (caryer). . . .
Cartwright e e e s e

* [ L4 L] »

Chandler (Wexchandeler, waxchandler, wexchandler,

wexchaundeler, wexchaundler

Cooper (Couper, cowper) " e

L] . ® L] [

Corn-merchant (Cornemerchaunt, cormmerchant,

cormnierchaunt)

Doctor (Doctor in medicinis, doctor medicinig)

FletCheP . . . L .

Grocer . . . . . .

. e e . .

Haberdasher (Habberdsssher, haberdassher) . . .

Hardwareman (Hardwarman) . .

Horner (Hornmar, horner) . .

La 8 t—make r ° . . . .

Leash~maker (Legshmaker) . .

(1) In addition, four freemen were
end chandler!.

. . . - .

Carried forward

described ag 'barber
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)

28

e SN < B <~ SN (o T . B

14

11
24

lk‘ I S I I

136

(1)



MISCRLLANEOUS (Continued)

Mariner (Marryner, maryner, shipman, shypmsn) .

Metteman’ mettman . . . L] .

Minstrel (Mynstrall, mymstrell) . .
Neatherd (Nowthyrd) . . . . .
NOt ary PUbliC . - - . . .

Organ-meker (Qrganmaker, orgemmesker) .

Painter (paintour, payneter, paynter)

Pannier-maker (Panyerman) T
POI‘teP . .. ] . L * ¢ *

| POtter . . ' . . . . . d

]

Printer (prynter) e s e e e

Roper (larewever, hayrster, raper) .

Sandleder L) . L] [ ] . . .
A X

Scrivener (gScryvener, gkryvener) .
Shipwright (Shypwright, shypwryght) .
Y

M_@ - . - . L4

. . .

-Stationer (Staconer, stecymer, gtacyoner)

Surgeon (gur eon, surgyon, surion, suryon)

Text-writer (Texturitter) . . .
Turner (Turnour) ot

Tynkler . . . . . . .

w . . . . . b ¢ *

Woolmen (wolman)

L]
-
.
L
.

*

Brought forward

341

136
20
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APPENDIX B

TRTIDS IN THE INTFRUATIONAL TRADE OF HULL.

The graphs illustrating Hull's'foréign trade are based
on the Exchejuer L.T.R.Enrollecd Customs Accounts.  Hany of
the detailed figures frai which the graphs were conpiled
8re already in print. Details of Hull's wool exports from
1850vto 1377 have been obtained'from A.Béardwood,véllgg

¥erchants in Enclend 1350—1577, Ayppendix C. Information

abQut Hull's wine imports, wool and‘cloth exports, and the:

valug of gencral imports and exﬁorts paying petty custom and
Poundage, for the perio& 1399-1482, has been extrected from

Studies in Eﬁglish Trade in the Fifteenth Century, ed.

E.Power ang le.Postan, and similar information for the reign

°f Henry VIII was obtaincd fron G. Schanz, En che

2ndelspolitik pegen Fnde des Mittelalters. The task of
constructing the graphs weg further lightened by the kindness

of Professor Carus-7iilson wvho provided me with the details of
Hull's cloth exports for the period 1347-99, and iir. Peter Remsey
"ho supplieq the figures for Hull's féreign trade in wine,
¥0ol, and cloth and in genéral goods peying poundage and petty
Custam for tne reign of Henry VII. The remaining data

Pequired, nemely Iull's wool exports fron 1377-99, and her
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foreign traée in wool, wine, &nd cloth, and miscellancous
goodc}paying poundagekahd petly custan for the years 1482-85,
wos obtained’frqm the Ixchejuer L.T.Re Enrolled Customs Accounts,
rolls 14, 22, 25,

Tre decadel totale ghewn on the graphs rﬁn from
Michaelnac, the teginning of the Exckhezuer year, in the year
camencing the decade to lichaclmas ten yeors later.  In
nsny csees the_figurcs in the Inrclled Accounts do not cover
an exéct Exzehegquer year from Lichoelmas to Liichaeliaas. A
nusber of cdjuctuents havc‘thércfore been medey, wherever
the decadal totals could not be deter.incd by simple addition,
by toking o monthly aversge for t§e~poriod cof cﬁy account
whiqh‘did:ndtcnd.at michaelﬁas and which ran from one'decade
- into the next. Fhéﬁ &n account for Eull is missing, execert
. ét fhc end of the réign cf Lenry VIIi; the deccdal tdtal has
been cstimated by coouming that the volume of Lull's foreign
trade for cach ronth of the miesing eccount was equivalent
to the averége monthly velunme of her foreign trede for the
rect of the decade. TFor the last two ycars‘of Lenry VIII's
reign cchenz's cstimates of the volume of Hull's foreign
trede havq been adoptéd. The percentage errcr in the totals
given for Iull's forcign traée in rost decades becauce of

theee adjustrzents i probebly very emall. In the decades
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1347-1857, 1367-1377, 1477-1487, and 1537-1547 however, the
totals given should be regarded with much less confidence.
Thus figures for exports of wool from Hull between 1343 and
1350 and fop cxports of cloth for the years 1373-77 cannot

be determined because the wool custom for all English ports

Wag farmed'during the first of these periods and the cloth
custon during the second; whilst the accounts for the reign
of Richard III are incomplete; and those for the last two
Years of the reign of Henry VIII are missing.

In consulting the graphs it should be borne in mind that
the figures refer not merely to the foreign trade of Hull tut
algo or its outports, such as Grimsby, Bridlington, and
Scarborough. Usually details of the foreign trade of these
Outports are inseparably embedded in the Hull Accounts and
Where E€eparate accounts are extant, as sometimes for
Scarborough, the figures have been added to those of Hull in
81 attempt to achieve some degree of uniformity, The volume
Of foreign trade of the outports was however almost certainly
Very smell and reprcsented only a tiny proportion of the
foreign trade of Hull.

The final graph in the Appendix is an attempt to
estinate very approximately changes in the valuc of Hull's

foreign trade between one period end another rather than .
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the abgolute value of this trade at any particular point
dUring our period. Wine hes throughout been valued at &4

& %un for the reasons suggested in 'Studies in Engligh Trade
in the Fifteenth Century, wool at £5 a sack - some what

lower than the figure adopted in that volume - to make
8llowance for merchants exporting some of the poorer grades
Of Yorkshire wool(l) anda broadeloths at 30s each, as
©*plained in Chapter II, while for miscellaneous goods

Paying petty custam amd poundage the valuations of the

Custons collectors have of necessity been sdop ted. - The |
vValue of the foreign trade of Hanseatic merchants using Hull

hae been estimated by assuming that at all periods they
GGeounted fror two-thirde of the goods paying petty custom, -
98 We know that they did from 1475 to 1482 and 1538 to 1545, ,‘
when the value of their goods paying petty custom was 8 ;
TeCorded peparately fram tiat of other aliens.gxports of 'I’
hideg and worgted cloths, very minor items of Hull's foreign 1
Yreden have been cmitted. |

Pe——

(1) see for example, Rotuli Parlismentorum, V, 274.
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TOTAL WOOL EXPORTS FROM HULL 347 - IS47.
of Sacks. DECADAL TOTALS.
Note: Woolfells throughout have been converted irfo sacks
of wool af +he rafe of 240 woolfells o +he sack .

5ot Each sack containgd3Sk Ibs. of wool.

4o r
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L ? F

o |

30 -

20 b
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o) ) |

Michaelwas 1347 1351 1367 1377 1387 1397 WOy W4T 1427 1437 WA ST 4s) W77 1487 1497 1507 ISI7 1527 1537 1547 Michaelmas.




-n;?Tun: TOTAL WINE IMPORTS AT HULL 1407 -I1547.

1t - DECADAL TOTALS.
Note: the statutery capacity of the +tun = 252 gallons.

12

loF

2 Ay

b1y

Michaelmasiuor 1407 127 437 447 457 a1 WIT W8T 14g] 1507 1517 1527 1537 1547 Michaelmas.
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Th TOTAL EXPORTS OF WOOLLEN CLOTH FROM HULL 1347 - 1547.
DECADAL TOTALS.

Broadclcths.
Nofe: the stotutory size of the broadcloth=/28yards X b quarfers before Fullmg
26 yards’k biquarters * :

3q

30

‘ghe

27

TN

3 b
s3] 1357 1361 1377 1387 1397 1407 17 2] W3T kg WST Wkl 1477 1487 WA7 1507 ISI7 1527 1537 1547 Michaelmas
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APPEIDIX C.

THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE OF YORK'S MERCHANTS

Note:

In the following Tableé unleés otherwise
stated wool has been valued at £5 a sack,
wine at £4 a tun, and broadeloths at

308 each.
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YCRK MERCHANTS EXPORTING WOOL FROM HULL

Mich,

é s I’T Cil,

Name Humber of Sacks Estimated Value

Exported & .
Alverton, Richard de 4 20
Belton, Henry de 49 245
Brikenale, Richard de 4 20
Broune, John 12 60
Cave, William de 13 65
Friston, William de 14 70
Gedeney, Gocelin de D 25
Maneby, William de 30 150
Picard, John 9 45
Redenesse, William de 23 115
Richemond, Williem de 2 10
Savage, Ralph 3 15
Thornton, #illiam de 19 95
Tokwyth, Thomes de 30
Watton, John de 4 20
(1) X,R,Customs Accounts 57/11



TABLE IT

YORK MERCHANTS EXPORTING WOOL FROM HULL

Mich, 1378 - Mich., 1379 (1)

Neme Number of Sacks Estimated Value
Exported £
Acastre, John de 42 210
Agland, William 50 2950
Barton, John de 6 a0
Belle, John 16 80
Birkhede, William de 2 10
Bower, John 19 95
Brunne, Thomas de 22 110
Carleton, William de 9 45
Corbrigge, Thomas de 29 145
Crull, William de 4 20
Daye, John 515 165
Gare, Robert del 79 395
Gare, William del 2 10
Gisburne, John de 205 1,025
Gra, Thomes 90 450
Harum, Robert 8 40
Holme, Robert 148 740
Holme, Thomas 105 525
Horneby, Ralph de 20 100

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/2.



Number of Sacks

Estimated Value
£

Name Exported

Lewer, Thomas 4 20
Lyndesay, John de 8 40
Moreton, Roger de 164 820
Quixlay, Simon de 116 580
Ripon, John de 71 35656
Seandholme, Alan de 69 345
Sauvege, Robert 132 660
Selby, William de 8 40

137 685

Werde, Robert
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TABLE III

SOME YORK MERCHANTS EXPORTING CLOTH FROM HULL
Wiich, 1378 - lich, 1379 (1)

Number of Estimated Value

Hane Broadeloths £
Acastre, John de 10 15
Briddesale, John de 49 74
Burgh, William de 33 49
Burton, William de | 2 3
Chace, Richard 20 30
Crome, Roger de 2 3
Duffield, Robert de 21 31
Gisburne, John de 28 42
Haytfeld, William de 19 29
Helmesley, John de 16 24
Holme, William de 28 ) 42
Kirkby, Richard de 5 8
Moreton, Roger de 28 42
Smyth, Thomas 17 25
Talkan, Robert 6 9
Threplend, John de 20 20
Wayt, Thomas 2 3
Wymen, Henry(z) 28 42

(1) X.R.Customs Accounts 59/1. Considersble portions of the
account are 1llegible, hence only half the native cloth
exports can be assigned to particular merchants.

(2) A Henseatic merchant living in York who was neturalised in
1388; for his biography see Appendix E.
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) TABLE IV
SOME YORK MERCHANTS IMPORTING WINE AT HULL
21 June 1383 - 27 July 1384. (1)
Estimated
~=Number of
Name Tuns Vail:.ue
2
Agland, William 36 (2) 144
Alnwyk, Robert de 9 36
Appleton, John 3 12
Askham, John 12 48
Bray, John 2 8
Brunne, Thomas de 38 152
Burton, Adem de 1 4
Burton, Richard de 11 Ll
Chace, Richard 1 4
Cholman, John 5 20
Clyveland, John 20 80
Crome, John 1 &
Crome, Roger de 17 68
Gisburgh, John de 15 60
Hauneby, William de 6 24

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/8; cloth and miscellaneous goods
paying poundage were also recorded by the customs collectors.
The correct date of the account was established by H.J.Smit
who printed extracts from it concerned solely with Anglo-Dutch
trade, Bronnen tot de Geschiedenis van den Handel met
Schotland en Ierland, 1150-1485, I, No.603. Some portions of
the account are very faded so that details of the goods shipped
by individual merchants, in particular their miscellaneous

But 17 shipe which arrived at Hull

tween 10 December 1383 and 9 May 1384 laden almost entirely
with some 1,500 tuns of wine, are recorded, and details of

the cargoes of individual merchants in these ships are ;

%mp&rts,uare incomplete.
e

seldom illegible.

(2) Exeludes 2 tuns of wine imported by a servant of his, whose

surname is not stated.
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(1) Includes 7 tuns of wine estimated as his share of a cargo

- TN Nmngggso e Es;i.gﬁte;ed
Hawande, John 25 o2
Haytfeld, Williem 12 48
Holme, Robert 8 32
Horton, Adam" de 10 40
Kirkeby, William de 6 24
Lakensnyther, Henry 28 112
Lovell, Laurence 29 116
Lyndesay, John de 15 60
Misterton, Adam de 1 4
Paterington, William de 6. 24
Penreth, John de 4 16
Sauvage, Robert 28
Smyth, Thomas 30 120
Spaldyng, John 22 (1) 88
Talkan, Robert 43 172
Taunton, Richard de ikl 44,
Tikhill, William de 6 24
Warde, Robert 6 24
Wrenche, Robert 14 56
Wyrthorp, Thomas de - 4

|

of 14 tuns of wine imported jointly with Thomas Swan of Hull,

e ———————————
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TABILE V
YORK MBERCHANTS EXPORTING WOOL AND CLOTH FROM HULL
8 Dec., 14591 - Mieh, 1392 (1)
Wool Eostimated | Broad~ |[Estimated | Estimated
Name (sacks) Yalue cloths Value Total Value
£ £ (2) £ :
Appleton, John 21 105 13 20 125
Barker, John - - 11 16 16
Bedale, John - - a7 40 - 40
Bingley, John 1 5 2 3 8
Birkhede, William | 12 60 - - 60
Blaktoft, Henry - - 4, 6 6
Blaktoft, John - - 21 32 32
Bolton, John 24 120 100 150 270
Bowes, John 46 230 - - 230
Brigg, Adam del - - 88 132 132
Brompton, John L - 1 o 2
Broune, John 5 - 25 2 3 28
Broune, Richard - - 37 95 55
Bukland, John 52 260 19 29 289

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 59/24; a controller's account of all
wool and cloth exports and miscellaneous imports and

exports paying petty custom.

The customs collectors'

account of the sgubsidy of tunnage and poundage for the

seme period (K.R.Customs Accounts 59/23) is in places

faded and illegible.

(2)

Based on the cuetoms collectors' account for this period

mentioned above, in which cloth was assessed for poundage and
was given an average value of 30 shillings a broadeloth.
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Wool |Estimated|Broad-|Estimeted| Estimated
Neme (sacks) Vaéue cloths Vaéue Tota%*Value
Burton, Roger de 40 200 12 18 218
Burton, William de - - 45 68 68
Chace, Richard - - 18 a7 27
Chaundeler, John - - 20 30 30
Clerk, John - - 3 4 4
Collom, William - B 11 16 16
Dandeson, John - - 27 40 40
Denyas, William - - 32 48 48
Derfeld, John de - - 54 81 81
Doncasgtre, Thomas - - 60 | 90 920
Duffeld, John - - 10 15 15
Duffeld, Robert - - 51 76 76
Eseby, William de - - 5 4 4
Forster, John - - 25 38 38
Frost, William 54 170 - = 170
Gare, John del 4 20 8 12 32
Gare, Robert del 32 160 - - 160
Gare, Thomas del 66 330 81 121 451
Harpham, John - - 9 14 14
Hill, John del . 5 1 ke d 29 30
Hill, William del - - 39 59 59
- - 16 24 24

Hillom, William




s0
Wool [Estimeted|Broad- |[Estimated eLstimated
Name sacks) Vaéue cloths Va%ue Totaé Value
Holme, Robert 394 Ly o 61 91 2,061
Holme, Thomas 15 75 43 64 139
Houveden, John de 97 475 10 15 490
Hugate, William - B 30 45 45
Hull, John de l- 5 1 6
Kirkeby, Thomas de - - 4 6 6
Laekensnyther, Henry - - 2 d 3
Lenesham, William - - 41 61 61
Louthe, Robert 11 55 - - 55
Melburn, William - - i 11 i 8
Midelham, William de 1 5 89 134 129
Midelton, Robert de 19 95 6 . 104
Monkton, William - - 24 36 36
Nuby, John = - 109 163 163
Osbaldwyke, John 51 155 - - 155
Palmer, William = - 44 66 66
Pickering, John 6 30 - - 30
Potter, John , - - 2 3 3
Preston, Henry de - - 20 30 30
Quixlay, Simon de 56 280 - - 280
Redehode, William 12 60 9 13 73
Saltmarshe, John - - 8 12 12
|



Tstimatea

Wool |Estimated|Broad-[Estimated
‘Name (sacks) Vaéue cloths Va%ue Totaé Valu
Sauvage, Robert 142 710 10 15 725
Sessay, John 17 85 47 70 155
Soureby, Richard - - 30 45 45
Speldyng, John - - 21 22 32
Spendluff, Hugo - - 37 56 o6
Squer, Robert = - 19 28 28
Tikell, William - - 3l 46 46
Thornton, John de - - 3 4 4
Topeliff, John 38 190 6 9 199
Uppestall Go@frey'vaél) 10 o0 = = 50
Vescy, William 78 390 - - 390
Waghen, William - - 9 19 13
Werds, Robert 194 970 119 178 1,148
Wherrom, John - - 25 37 a7
Whitgift, John - - 8 12 12
Wilton, William - - 20 30 30
Witton, William de - - 30 45 45
Wranby, John 5 25 45 58 93
Wymen, Henry - - 20 135 135

(1) A native of Brabant who became a freeman of York in 1377
and was naturalised in 1393 (Register of Freemen, I, 75;
C.P.R. 1391-96, p.285).

A -



TABLE VI

YORK MERCHANTS IMPORTING AKND EXPORTING WINE, CILOTH,
AND GOODS PAYING POUNDAGE AT HULL
Mich, 1398 - Mich. 1599 (1)

EXPORTS IMPORTS
Estimated | Non- {Value of|Estimated
Broad-| value of sweet| other Total
Name cloths {other goods| wine goods Valu?
£ (2) |(tuns)| & £ (2)
Acastre, Richard 26 - - - 36
Ake, Williem _ -1 - -, - 1l
Alnewyk, William 1 - - - 1
Appilton, John 30 30 2 45 125
Bakster, Henry - - 1 - 4
Barker, John - - 4 11 27
Barnby, John 1 - 1 - 5
Barnby, Walter 6 - - - 9
Bedale, John - - - 24 24
Benetson, John - - 1 - 4

(L) X.R.Customs Accounts 159/11. The heading of the account is
completely illegible and the typewritten index to the customs

accounts merely assigns the roll to the reign of Richard II. It

is however clear from the names of the York merchants recorded
that the account belongs to the final years of the reign and

reference to the Enrolled Customs  Accounts establishes the year

Mich.1398 - Mich. 1399 as the period during which the 1,800

cloths and the 1,500 tuns of wine noted in the particular customs
account paid customs duty at Hull. Other portions of the accomt
are also partly faded but the value of cargoes that can no lmger

be determined represents only a small proportion of the total
value of the goods imported and exported by York merchants.

(8)In each ship the cloth and miscellaneous exports of a merchant
were valued as a whole. But broadcloths often comprised the
only export cargo of a merchant in a particular ship and were
then valued at an average of 28 shillings each. This figure
has been adopted throughout in estimating the value of the
gégzgdand miscellaneous exports which were not separately

|

]
!
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EXPORTS IMPORTS
Estimated | Non- [Value of|Estimate

. Broed~| value of | sweet| other Total

Name cloths [other goods| wine | goods Value
£ _ 1 (tuns) £ £
Beverlay, John - - 1 i - 4
Beveriay, Thomas 3 - - - 3
Blaktoft, John - - - 5 5
Bollesouf, John b - - - 7
Bolton, John iO - 17 39 120
Bowland, Thomas - - 6. - 24
Brabant, John - 1 - - 1
Brigs, Adam - - 18 10 82
Brigg, William 28 - - - 31

Brompton, John - - - 7

Brompton,jThomas - - 1 - 4
Broune, John - - 7 - 28
Broune, Thomas 18 - - - 22
Bukland, John 31 - - - a7
Burton,fﬁohn 1 - - 10 11
Burton, Richard - - |1 - 4
Carter, John - - 3 33 45
Chace, John , - - 2 - 8
Chace, Richard 31 - 12 - 92
Clerk, John 4 - 5 3 27
Clerk, Thomas - - - 16 16
Clerk, William 59 - - - 78
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EXPORTS IMPORTS . ]
Estimated | Non- [Value of|Estimated
broad-| value of | sweet| other | Total
Neme cloths| other goods| wine goods Velue

‘ (tuns) £ £

Coke, John - - 1 - 4

Coke, Williem 1 - - - 1

Cotynghsm, John - - - 2 2

Dandeson; John 12 3 - - 19

Denby, John 10 - 12¢1) - 61

Dlconson, John 2 - - - 3

Dighton, William 24 - - - 32

Doncastfe, Thomas - - - ll" 11

Duffeld, John - - - 10 10

Duffeld,‘William - - 3 - 12

Duresme, William 14 - - - 19

Eseby, Willien de 17 - - 14 . 38

Esyngwold, Richard - - 11 - 44

Feng, Thomas - - 11 1 45

Farnedale, John - - 5 - 20

Feyte, William - - . 22 22

Fox, John - - ) - 20
Freman, Robert - - 2 -

Friston, Thomas‘ 3 - - - 4

Frost, John - L2 1 - 61

éare, Thomas del - - 2 10 18

(1) The estimated emount of his share of & cargo of 23 tuns of wine
imported Jointly with another merchant.
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EXPORTS IMPORTS .
Estimated | Nom- |value of |[Estimated
Broad-|{ value of | sweet| other Total
Name cloths|other goods | wine goods Value
£ (tuns) £ £
Gare, William del - - - 2 2
Gascoigne, Thomas 10 - - 6 20
Gisburgh;‘John - - 1l - 4
Graye, Robert - - - 3
Grene, Robert del - - 1 - 4
Grymeston, John 29 - - - 39
Hemerton, Alen - - - 4 4
Hauneby, William - - 11 7 51
laye, Henry - - - 2 2
Helperby, Adam 8 - - - 10
Hegill, Thomas - - - 19 19
Hewik, John - - - 13 13
Hill, John del - - 1 3 Vi
Hill, william del 18 - - - 23
Holme, ibhn 20 2 2 - 36
Holme, Robert . - - 92 92
Holme, Thomas - - - 18 18
Holme, William - - - 11 11
Hornse, John | - - 10 - 40
Johnson, William - - 10 1 41
Xaye, John | - 1 ' - - 1
| Kirkby, John - - - 6 6
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EXPORTS IMPORTS
Estimated | Non- [Value of |Estimated
Broad-| value of | sweet| other Total
Name cloths|other goods| wine goods Value

£ (tuns) £ £

Kirkby, Roger - - 2 - 8
Kirkham, John 12 - - - 14
Lakensnyther, Henry - - - 21 21
Leneshem, William - - - 2 2
Lofthouse, John 16 - - - 15
Lokton, Robert - - 12 S 53
Lonesdale, Thomas 10 - S - 26
Louthe, Robert 28 1 - 37 66
Lovell, Laurence - - 10 - 40
Lyonn, William 16 - 7 - 52
Malton, William - 5 - - 5
Marches, John 15 - - 15 36
Marshall, Thomas - - - 8 8
Marshall, Richard 13 - 21 4 112
.Marshall, William 7 - 24 - 105
ﬁelburn, William - 1 - 37 38
Merston, Robert 16 - 20 - 104
uidelham, Thomas - - - 1 1
Milner, John 5 13 - - 20
Neuland, Thomas 6 3 - 10 23
Norham, Thomas | 10 - - - 16
KNorton, William - 11 - - 11
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EXPORTS IMPORTS .
Tatimated | hon- [value oil Estimated
Brosd-| value of | sweet| other Total
Name cloths |lother goods| wine goods Valuve
g (tuns) £ g

Osbaldwyke, John - - 2 - 8
Pege, John - 1 - 9 10
Palmer, Williem - - 4 8 24
Percy, Williem - - 1 - 4
Persey, John 20 - - 35 62
Petyclerk, John - 3 4 - 19
Pickering, Robsrt 10 3 - 4 24
Rillyngton, Thomas 12 - 15 - "6
~ Roderham, Thomas 30 - T - "3
/,Roubliff, John 7 - 3 - 22
Russell, Thomas - - 7 - 28
Russell, Richard - - 6" - 24
Sendholns, Alen - - 7 - 28
Saunderson, John - - 6 - 24
Scordby, Thomas 20 - - - a7
Selander, Willian - 7 - 12 19
Semer, John 3 - - 2 6

Sessay, John 34 - - 17 63
Sheffiold, John 2 - - 2 4
Shirburn, Richard 24 - - 10 46
Smyth, Thomes ' - - 17 - 68
Spenser, William 20 - 3 6 48

|
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EXPORTS IMPORTS
: fstimeted | don- [Value off Estimated
Broad- velue of | swest| other Total
Wenme clothc] other goods | wine rools Value
& (tuns) £ £

Sperowe, John 13 - 6 - a1
5t11lingflete, John - - - | 1 14
Sutton." Robert 5 3 - 6 16
Telken, Robert de - - oo - 128
Terry, Richard 11 - - - 7
Thoresby, Richard 14 - 16 10 91
Thornhill, Roger 20 - 21 - 112
Threpland, John - - 7 6 34
.Tcpcliff, John - - 15 39 99
Uppestall,‘GdﬁTqunn - - - oL 3l
gaghen; John 18 - - - 24
Wakefeld, Henry . 6 - 15 21
Yialkyngton, John - - - 32 32
varde, Robert 29 - 1 75 113
‘Wenselay, John - - ) - 12
whitik, Thomas - - - 4 4
Wilton; williem 8 - ] - 22’
Willymot, John 3 - 2 - 13
Vombwell, John - - 3 2 14
yranby, John 16 - - ) 26
Wyman, Heary 21 1 19 32 141



YORX }MARCHAL

TABLE VII

LY

7S TYPORTING CLOTH AND GOODS PAYING

POUWDAGE FrOT HULL

Mich., 1420 - lich., 1431 (1)

369

Bstimsted

Burn, Robert

Nuﬁber’of broavcloths | Valus
Exported | other ‘Total

. ' Exports |Value (2.

- Name white, [W/ithout Crain! £ £
Aberford, Willianm - o - 7
Aldestanmore, John - 39 - 52
Aldwod, John 10 - - 10
Blackburn, Nicholas - 98 4. 131
Blauﬁfront, William  19 - - 19
'Bowes, ¥illianm - 40 - 53
Brerton, Robert - 30 - - 40
Brerton, Thomas - 72 - 96
Brounflete, Thomas - 34 - 45
Drytdy, Willian - 11 1 16
Bukden, Richard - 53 - 71
Dulder, John - 2 3 6
Burell, Thomas - 48 - 64
Burgh, William - 2 3 6
- 41 1 55

(1) X.R.Customs Accounts 61/32,

(2) The customs collectors at first valued sach whites broadeloth
at £1 end every other broadcloth 'without grain' at 26s 84,
These valuss have been adopted here althoush the valuation of

cloths was soon discontinued.
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Ilolbeck, William

Number of 3roadecloths | Value [Estimated
Exported other Total
eme White |'Without Grain' Expgrts Vaéue

—Byrton, John - an 6 55
Cave, John - 33 3 47
Chace, Willianm - 7 - 9
Chapman, Robert - 17 8 31
Cheswyk,vThomas 5 - 2 | 7
Clerk, Roger - - 1 | 1
Clyff, william - 102 13 149
Coupland, Richard - 20 - 27
Crathorne, Thomas - 92 2 125
Crosby, John - 20 - 27
Curtes, Thomas 8 - - 8
Dale, Thomas - 11 1 16
Danby, Thomas - 2 3 6
Deyne, John - 10 - 13
. Fauconer, Robert - 70 7 93
Fenton, Robert 14 21 1 43
Freman, 'William 3 - 12 15
Gare, Thomas del 8 68 - 19 118
Gaunte, Williem - 23 - 31
Gilyott, william - - 4 4
- - 8 8
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Russell, Richard

Tiumber of jroadéIO%hs Value Eétimaﬁe
Exported othor Total
Name white,['Vithout Grain! Expgrts Vaéu%g

Hoime, William - 16 1 23

Holtby, Roﬁert/ 10 - 11 21

- Hyll, Alan - - 1l 1
Hyll, Thomas - 5 1 8

Kelyngbek, Richard - - 2 2

Kirke; Thomes | iO - 9 19

Kirke, William 7 - - -

' Kirkeby, Robert - - 4 4
Kirkham, Thomas - 2 - 3

Tangthorn, John - 20 7 33

Iillyng, John - 13 1 18

Lofthouse, John - 29 - 39

Lofthouse, Robert - 20 30 57

Makeblyth, John - 25 2 35
Marshall, Thomas - - 34 34
Moreton, John de - o7 8 84
Northeby, Willian - 10 - 13
Korton, John | 7 8 - 18

Ormeshed, Willian - lO - 13

Preston, Thomas 10 10 - 23
Ridley, Thomas - 14 - 19

Roston, John - - 1 1

- 10 - 13
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Yarum, Willien

Number of oroadcloths | valuc |istimated
Exported other = | Toteal
Name Vhiﬁe.LYithont Grain' Expgrts Vaéue

Skoles, Richard - - 1 1
‘Skotton, Richard - 48 7 71
Zyrner, Roger - 20 - 27
Slypwith, Thomas 11 - 3 14
Smyth, John - 4 3] 10
Spencer, William - 13 4 22
Stockton, William - 9 - 12
Thorpe, John - - 4 4
Werde, John - 104 2 140
Wigans, John - 8 - 11
Williamson, John - 3 3 7
Wispyngton, Nicholas - 20 - 27
Wrowby, William - 11 - 15
Wright, Robert - - 1 1
Wodde, John - 20 - 27
Yarum, Robert 7 - - 7
10 - 2 12
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YORK MERCHANTS IMPORTING ARD EXPORTING WINE, CILOTH,

WOOL, AND GOODS PAYING POULIDAGE AT HULL.
MicH. 1466 - Mich, 1467 (1)
EXPORTS IMPORTS
Valuec | Non- |Value [Estimated
NAE (001 | Brosc oefier | wine. |obhor | Value
goods | (tuns)| goods
£ £ £
Aldefeld, John - - - - 5] 3
Amyas, Robert - 7 - - - 11
Ayrtbn, William - 7 - - - 11
Beseby, John - - - - <7 27
Beverley,_Thcmas : 29 6 - - 206 360
Birdsall, John - - - (4 - 28
Brand, John - - - .8 - 12
Brounflete, William - 8 - - - 12
Butler, William - - - - 11 11
Chester, John - 8 - - - 12
Cokerell, Richard - 8 - - - 12
Dalhouse, Thomas 13 - - - - 65
Fereby, John - - 10 - 38 48
~ Gaunte, John - 5 - - 4 11

Gaunte, Thamas - 15 - - b2l 4

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 62/9.

controller's account for the year (Ibid. 62/10).

Thle has been checked with the
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EXPORTS - IMPORTS B

Value | Non-~ [Value|Estimated

s (oL | |Brosd- (Gror | wine. |othor| Velns.

goods | (tuns) |goods

g | £ £
¢illiot, John S - | - - | a2 52
Holgate, Nicholas - - - - - 3 3
Ince, John ]‘ - - - - 15 15
Jackson, John | - - - - 4 4
Jackson,.Robert | - - - - 3 3

Johnéon, Richard ; .18 - - - -

Eendale, Thomas - - - 1 - 4
Kent, John | - |1 | - | - |2 | 1ss
Lancastre, John - : 18 - - 15 42
Lematon, Walter |- 9 - 13 - 66
Lokton, Thomas | 45 - |- | = - 225
Marchall, John | 64 - ] - - |55 475
Middleton; John ' '72k - | - - 6 566
Miteholl, John | - | 26 |- | - | - | 6
Nelson, Thomas | % | - |- o= 124 | 244
Rushworth, Nicholas | 5 11 - 11 12 o7
Scotton, Thomas o - - - - 17 17
Skelton, John B T S PSR R 1 1
Stubbye. John |- ¢ | - 1 1 11
Taylor, Robert . - - - - 12 12
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EXPOKXTS IMPORTS -
, Valuc | Non- | Value Esfimated
- oSk | Brovd- | oPhor | vino | ohor | Valus
goods | (tuns)| ccods
I £ | &

Tele, willianm - 5 - - 6 ‘ 14
Thazlinson; John - - | - - 2 ! 2
Thorp, John - - - 1 - ] 4
Thorp, ¥Willien - 5 | - - - 8
Thresk, John 61 - | - 1 | 28 357
| Todd, Willimm - 8 | 58 - | o 160
- Tonge, John - - - - 44 &
Walker, Robert - - - 14 ] 59
Varter, John - - - - 9 9
Waterhouse, John 16 - - - - 80
Welles, Thonas - 7 - - - 11
Welleo, Williom - 8 - - - 12
Weston, John - - - 1 - 4
Uhite, Willicn - - |18 - | 21 39
Williamson, lenry - 13 - 17 9 06
Williammcon, J omn 54 - - - - 170
Wilson, John - - - 2 - 8
Wrengwich, Tha:as - - - - 4 4
York, Richard 41 | 25 2 | e 04 386
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TABLE IX

YORK MPRCHANTS IMPORTING AND EXPORTING VINE, CLOTH,
W0O0TL, AND GOODS PATING POULDAGE AT Hﬁﬂﬂ
Mich, 1471 - Mich., 1472 (1)

EXPORTS IMPORTS
Value| Non- | Value
Wool |[Broad-| of sweet| of | Estimated
(sacks)|cloths|other| wine | other |Total value
Nanme goods [(tuns )| goods
£ L £
Abbott, Richard - 15 3 - 17 42
Ayrton, w1liiam - 14 - 3 - 33
Beseby, John - 13 (12 | - | - | =
Beverley, Thomas 22 - 8 920 4 1175 | 403
Birdsall, John - - 29 - 75 - 343
Byssett, Thomas 7 j - - - 2 37
Cokerell, Richard - 8 - - 1 13
Conyers, Brian - - - - }20 20
Dalhouse, Thomas 6 - - C - - 30
Elwald, Robert - - - - 10 10
English, Gilles 1 - - - - 20 20
Fereby, John - - |70 - 130 200
Fisher, William - 4 - | 15 - 66
Gaunte, John, Junior(z) - 32 |11 48 | 77 328
Gamme,Jdm;’senior - 7 - - - n
Gaunte, Thomas : - 4 - 1 8 18

(1) K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17.

(2) The two men of the neme are not always distinguished in the
account; the entries relating simply to 'John Gaunte' have

been accredited to John Gaunte, Junior,
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. EXPORTS ﬂﬂ?ORTS |
Value | Non-"|Value
Wool |Broad-~] of | sweet| of Lstimated
: (sacks) lecloths|other | wine [other Potal value
Name | gogds (tuns) gogds .

Gilliot, John - 3 77 - | 212 293
Hagz, John - - - - | 1 1
Hall, Thomas 16 - - - - 80
Harper;-iohn - ; - - 1 1l
Hewsoﬁ, Willian - - 3 - - 3
Hodgson, John | - - - 1l 11 15
Hopkinson, John 17 - - - - 85
Jackson, John - - - - [ 20 20
Johnson, Richard 8 - - - - 40
Johnson, Robert - 13 - - 17 37
Kent, Marion - 15 28 - 56 106
Iemb, Williem - 14 - |- - | ez
Lancastfe, John 14 - - - - 70 -
Marshall, Christopher| =~ - - - 14 14
Marshall, John - o4 - - - 83 253
¥arshall, Thomas # - - - - 110
Middleton, John 73 ' 8 - - 50 407
Mitchell, ‘John - 87 17 20 - 267
Nelson, Thonas - - - - e 8
Polynston, Richard - - - 1l 5 9
Porter, ‘John - 8 - - - 12

- - 16 - - 16

Robinson, John
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EXPORTS IMPORTS | |
ool |Brocd- Vaége ggggt Vaégc “Estimatea
(saeks) [eloths [other [‘wine [other [Total value
Name ' s00ds [(tuns)|zoods o
£ ‘ & & -
Rushworth, Nicholas - - - - 6 6
Scotton; Thomas - 13 - - - 20
kelton, John - | - | - |21 59
Smith, Henry - 26 - - |1 58
Spicer, thn 11 - - - - 55
Stokes,'John;_ - 28 - - - 42
Stubbys;’géhn - - - 13 - 52
Sympson, Richard - 14 - - | 2 23
Taylor,fﬁbbért - 18 - 1 |3 65
Themlinseon, John - 6 - - 6 15
Todd, Thomas - - - - 3 .3
Todd, Willien - 21 |81 |48 |99 354
Tonge, John - - - - |35 35
verter, John - - - - 1
Weterhouse, John 14 - - - 71
Welles, Willlem - 16 - 26 |57 225
Willicnson, Henry - 29 6 | 36 6 199
Wood, John 2 - - - - 10
Wrenewish, Thomss - 5 - - |44 51
Wrisht, William - = - - 16 16
Yorl, Richerd - _15 s 20 - 108




TABLE X
YORZ MERCFANTS IMPORTING AIID SYPO AT I
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!VOOIl’ AND GOODD PAYING O

YINE, CLOTIH,

TDAGYE AT LuLL

f{Teh, 1635 - iich, 1525 (1)
EXPORTS IMPORTS
Value | Jon- |Veluc|Estinanted
Vool |Broad-| of sweet] of Totel
(sacks)|eloths| other| wine Jother|! Valusz
Teme coods |[(tuns ) {zoods &
(2)1 £ L
Abnoy, Thomas 4 - - - 6 26
. (n

Allan, Antony 7 - - - 11 43 3)
Burton, Thomas - - - - 18 18
Chapmsn, John - - | 10 6 - 54

Conyers, Christopher 1 - a7 3 17 65(4)
Copyndale, Edmund - - 6 - - 6

Dowson, Thomes 14 - 10 - 27 109(5)
Dogeson, ”illiew - - 3 -(6) 8 15
Edwyn, John - - - - 2 2
Foater, John - 13 - 8 39 | 91
Gilliot, Poter - - - - 1 1

Gilmyn, Willien 1 |1 | - A7) 2z | 11008)

—~
O+

) K.R,Customs Aceounts
) Shorlinss and morlings, inferior grades of wool which were

202/5.

subjcet to poundege end hence valued by the customs collectors,
The vzlue of guch exporis hes however
‘been included in the finz2l column.

have beon onitted,

(3) Ineludes shorlings snd morlings valued st £2,
(4) Includes shorlinss and morlinv" veluod at £4.
(&) Includes shorlings end morlings volued et £1.
(6) Also imported = butt of rumncy.
(7) Also imported & butt of malmsey.
(8) Includes shorlings and morlings velued ot £3,
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EXPORTS IMPORTS
) Value | Hon- [Valug|Estimated
Wool |Broad-| of sweat| of Total
(sacks )| cloths|other | wine |other| Value
Name goods {(tuns ) |goods £
£ £
: (1)
Hogeson, John 2 10 41 5(2) 141 231
Huchenson, Thomas 1l - - 1 ‘14 27(3)
Jackson, Peter 8 20 53 3 127 281( )
4
Lengley, Ralph 8 - - 1l 8. 53
Lorde, Brian | 1 - 17 2 20 50
‘Lound, John - 12 2 9 2 58
Man, Robert , , - - 7 2 25 40
Man, Willian 9 - | 23 4 16 100
Mason, Williem 3 - - ‘-( ) 3 18
, ‘ : ‘ 5
Metealfe, John - - 9 - 6 19
Nawton, Willienm 1 - - | - 4 10(6)
Norman, John . - - P 70 92
o 7 8
Rasyng, John ‘ 5 - 72( ) l( ) 97 210(9)
Robinson, Peter 2 - - - 6 18(10)
(1) Includes shorlings and morlings velued at L4,
(2) Also imported a butt of rumney,
(3) Includes shorlings and morlings valued at £4,
(4) Includes shorlings and morlinss valued at £1.
(5) Also imported a butt of rumney. ,
(6) Includes shorlings and morlinss valued at £1.
(7) Includes £11 estimated as his share of a cargo of lead voelued
ot £22 exported Jointly with John Thornton,
(8) Also imported a pipe of bastard, a butt of rumnsy snd a dutt
’ of malmsey.
(9) Includes shorlings end morlings velued at £3,
(10) Includes shorlings end morlings valued at £2,
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EXPORTS IMPORTS
_ Value | Don- | value [Estimated
Yool |Broad- of sweet| of Total
(sacks)lcloths|other | wine } other Value
Name ~ goods [(tuns)| goods &
& £

| (1)
Shadlock, John 1l 4 - - 5 18
Shaw, John - 8 | 20 - 47 79
Shaw, Leonard 1l - 1 - 34 40
Shipton, James ' 2 - - - - 10
Smith, John - 4 - 4 - 22
Taylour, Richard 1 - - - - 5

(2) . (3) ,
Thornton, John 4 - 64 - 97 193
Thornton, Thomas 2 4 -1 - 14 30
4

Walker, Robert - - 8( ) 1 31 43
Wharton, Gllbert - - - | 2 - 8

whitfeld, Robert 22 } - 12 2 73 218(5)
wilde, Robert - 3 | e | - | - 10
williamson, Thomas - 1 - 2 6 16
Woode, Henry 2 - 25 - 20 55

Yong, Anfony 1l - 9 - 2 17(6)

Includes shorlings and morlincs valued at £2.

Includes 211 estimated as his share of & cargo of lead valued
at £22 exported, Jointly with John Rasyng.

Also imported two butts of rumnsy and a butt of malmsey.

The estimated value of his share of & corgo of lead, valued st
£16, exported Jointly with Henry Dyneley, a merchent of IIull,
Inecludes shorlings and morlings valued at £15.

Includes shorlings and morlings velued at {1.

s~ PP S e~
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EXPORTS TIPORTS —
| Value | lion=- Value
Wool Broad- | of sweet of - | Estimated
(sacks) |ecloths | other | wine other Total
'TWAME goods [(tuns) | goods Value

& £ £

Appleyard, Thomas - 14 10 - 36 67
Bekwith, Williem - - o8 7 125‘ 209
. Coke, Milo - - | - | =6 77
Cowper, William - 9 - - 5 19
Colingwoode, William - - - - 2 2
Colson, John. - - - - 5 5
Dickenson, Henry - 33 - - 49 98
Eden, Antony - 14 - - 15 36
Ha1ll, Relph - 7 - - 11 21
Hall, Robert - 16 198 | 19 128 426
ﬁarrington, James - 6 22 - 19 50
Harrison, Arthur - 3 - - 13 18
Hewson, John - - 8 - 7 15
Hogeson, John - 9 10 - 12 35
Jackson, Peter - - - - 19 19

(1)

K.R.Customs Accounts 64/15.
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EXPORTS

IMPORTS
Value | Lon~ |value -
Wool Broad~ | of sweet | of Estimated|
(sacks) | cloths |[other | wine other Total
NAME goods [(tuns) |goods Value

. : £ & £
Jackson, William - - 15 6 18 57
Johnson, William - , 8 15 20 26 173
Lampton, George - 18 30 - 11 68
Man, Robert - - 28 - | n 39
North, Richard - 3 25 - 45 74

Paycock, Robert - - - 29 12 128 (1) |
Pimnyngton, William - - 12 - 44 80
Plaskett, Richard - 3 - - 7 12
Robinson, Petér - - 15 - 104 119
Shadlock, John - - 11 11 1 56
Simpson, John - 22 - L B 2 52
Smith, Robert - 25 - 12 37 122

Thornton, Thomas - 29 37 - 44 124 -
Watson, William - - 58 4 79 177
Watthe, John - 23 - - 52 67
Wiison, John - - 1 - - 1

(1) Includes £2
coverlets,

"y

atson.

24, estimated &s his share of a éargo of leead,
end 5 cloths, exported Jointly by

william Pinnyngton and Willien
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APPENDIX D

YORZ LANDOVNERS INW 1436

 Information £s to York owners of lands =nd rents
o8sessch in 1406 at thz ennunl value ol &0 ond over (1)

issecssnent

Name Location of Property in Pounds

Sterling
Acclom, iMargaret , Yorkshire 10
~ Acclom, Williom City of York and Yorishire 20
Alne, William City of Yor! 13
Appleby, Thomss, eclerk - | City of York and Yorkshire 10
Bedale, Williem City of York end Yorkshire 13
Beleby, Thomas, chaplain City of York 5.
Belford, Kathorine City of York& and Yorishire 9
Bempton, William, chaplain |[City of York a
Beverlay, Robert, chaplain [City of York 5
‘Blackburn, Lady Joan City of York g 9
Blackbura, Nicholes ~|C1ty of York and Yorkshire 15
Bolton, John City of York znd Yorkshire 62
Bote, Laurence, chaplain City of York 5
Bowes, William, Sr. City of York 18
Bowes, William, Jr. City of York and Yorkshire 9
Bradley, Roger City of York 5
Brameley, William, cheplein |City of Yor!: 8
Bramethwayte, Jorn, chaplein|City of Yorli 5

(1) Bxchequer, Loy Subsidies 217/42
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Hame

Location of Property

LSsesgmen
in Pounls
Sterling

Bridlyngton,_John, chaplain
Brigg, thn,.chaplain
Brigeg, Willism, chaplain
Bubwith, Roger, chaplain
’Burton, Roger, clerk
Cattail, Henry,'chaplain
Chalker, John, chaplein
Cheswyk; Robert, chaplain
Clerk,!Alice

Coneli, Thoﬁas, chapiain
Coupciand, Thonas

Craven, Elizabeth

Craven; John, chaplain
Craven, William

Crokelyﬁ, Richqrd
Dillynghom, Richard, esquire
Dodyﬁgtqn, John

Drax, Richard, chzplain
Elvyngton, Jghn
Esyngwald, John

Faircfax. Eustacia
Fairefax, w1111ém, esquire

Ferldy, Agnes, widow of

Robert Feridy

City of York

City of Yor:
City of York
City of Yorxk
An snmuity in

City of York

City of York
City of York
Yorkshire .
Cilty of York
City of York
ibrkshire
City of Yori
City of York
City of Yorlk
Westnorland
City of York
City of York
City of York
City of York
City of York
Yorkshire
City of York

the clty of York

and Yorkshire

and Yorkshirec

and Yorkshire -

5

5
5
6

<

(]

66
10
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Asssasment

Nane

‘/ Location of Property

in Pounds
Sterling

Forester, John

Fox,‘John, chaplain

Gare; Thomas del
Gayteshened, Margaret
Gremory, Williem

Grene, Richerd, chaplein -

. Hawk, Williem, clerk
Helmesley, George, chaplain
Heryng,’Johﬁ, chaplain
Hesill, John

Holme, Thomas, son of
o __ Robert Holme

Holme, Williem

Holtby, Robert

Homefeld, John, chaplain

| Hprnéby,’William, chaplain
Hovynzsham, Joan

Inglys, Huzo

Kirkham, Thomas

Kyghley, Richdrd, chaplain
Ledes, Agnes |
Iillyng, John

Lillyng, Willian, chaplain

| o1ty

Lands, rents, and offices
in the ecity of York

City of York
City of York and Yorkshire
City of York and Yorishire
Yorlshire

City of London

Annﬁities in the city of York
of
of
of York

of

City
City
City
City

Yorik
York

York and Yorkshire

of York
of

of

City
City
City
City

York
York |
of York
of York
Yorkshire
City of Yofk and Yorkshire
City of York
City}of York
City of York and Yorkshire

City of York

6

12

SIS I - I S R e
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Asscosnent

) Nane Location of Property in-Pounds
Sterling
Lyvérton, Thoma.s City of York | 5
Mallory, William City of York and Yorkshire 5
laltster, John, chaplain City of York 5
Marshall, Thomas, chaplain |City of York 5
Melton, Henry Yorkshire 7
Midelton, Robert City of York and Yorkshire 8
Monketon, Thomas, chaplain |City of York 5
Murton, Henry | City of York and Yorkshire 12
Murton, John, son of City of York and Yorkshire 26
John Murton ‘
Neuton, William, chaplain |City of York 5
Nevell, Alexander, esquire | City of York and Yorkshire 100
drmeshed, W;lliam ) City of York and Yorkshire 18
Plonton, Gedrge, clerk City of York 5
Pole, Fdward City of York, Yorkshire and 19
Derbyshire
Preston, Thomas City of York end Yorkshire 5
Radelyff, John City of York and Yorkshire 5
Ragenhull, Walter, chaplain|City of York 5
Rawdon, John An ennuity in Yorkshire 6
Rawdon, Thoﬁas' City of York | 5
Richeman, Willlzm, chaplain|City of York 5
Richemond, John, chaplain [City of York 5
Rideley, John, chaplain City of York 5
6

Roderham, Robert

City of York
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Vicars Chorzl of the Hinmbr
cugtodien of

4 City of York

' Assessment'
Nane Location of Property in Pounds
' ‘ Sterlin~
Rukeby, John City of York and Vestmorland 8
Russell, Richard, vintner A corrody in Yorkshire 6
St.Andrew's, Yarz, prior of | City of York and Yorkshire 5
Savagé, Geoffrey City of York 5
Scorcby,. Willlam. Clty of York and Yorishire 5
Shirwod, John City of York 10
Shirwod, John City of York 6
Shirwod,vﬂichard City of York and Yorkshire 5
Skelton, Thomas, chaplain City of York 6
Skypwith, Thomes, cheplain | City of York 5
Skyrwith, willianm City of York end Yorkshire 10
Snawseli, John City of York end Yorkshire 6
Staynburn, John City of York 5
Stelynston, John, summoner [ ILands, rents, and offices in 14
the eity of York and Yorkshire

Stockton, Willianm City of York and Yorkshire 6
Swenland, william, chapluin City of Yorlk 5
Swerde, William, chaplain City of York 6
T:;veme'r, Nicholas City of York 7
Thorp, Stephen, esquire Lincolnshire 20
Thresk, John City of York 5
Trugbut Peter, chapluin City of Yorl 9

40

T




York, the Commonalty of

389
Name Location of Property igsgiiiggt
Sterling

Walthowe, Willism, chaplain | City of York 5 -
Walton, Willienm Yorkshire 13
Wandesford, Robert Yorkshire 5
Warthell, Jokn, clerk City of York end Yorkshire 16
Wartre, Richard City of York 5
Watson, Richard City of York énd Yorkshire 5
Watton, John, chaplain City of York | 5
Wispyngton, Nicholas City of York 12
Wodehop, Richard, chaplain City of York 5
Wodehous, Thomas, chaplain City of York 5
Yong, Eliaé, chaplain City of York 5
’ City of York %0
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APPENDIX E.

SHORT BIOGRAPHIES OF YORK'S MAYORS, 1300-1550.

W

e

- The biographies in the Appendix are intended merely
as brief summaries of .the carecers of York's mayors. The
1nformétion they contain has been selected to give some
indication of a man's wealth and occgpation, his birth-
place and parentage, his connections by marriaege, the
number of his children, and of the civic posts he held
before he was mayor.

In consulting s bidgraphy‘to determine the dates on
which a man held the post of chamberlain, bailiff, sherifr,
mayor, or custodian of Ouse or Foss Bridge, it should be
borne in mind that the year cited 1s the one in which he
cormenced office and that his period of office seldom
coincided with the calendar year. vThe mayor was probably
appointed in February each year from the beginning of the
fourteenth century until 1471 when the King decreed that
the mayor's term of office should commence on the 1st April,
In 1474 the month of éommencing office reverted again to
February and the mayor continued to take up his officlal

duties in thét month for the remainder of our reriod,
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althouch his sctual appointment after 1439 took place in
mid.éahnary.(l) The month in which the chamberlains were
appointed 1s nct stated until 1346, when the month wes
September; in 1375 the month was eltered fram Septexber to
February; end from 1491 to the end of our period the
chemberlains were aprointed in gidﬂquuary. Before 1346
théy may have been appointed in February at the same time
as the mayor, since cach year the names of the chamberlaing
recorded on the Register of Freciicn at the hesd of the
nenes of new frecmen enrclled that yesr arc preceacd by the
name of only one mayor, whereas when the nayor and
chemberlains tock office in different montha, g5 we know
fhey did vetween 1346 and 1375, the names of two mayors:
lappear in the heading, unless a meyor held of:ice for nore
'than 12 months in succession.(z) The balliffs end the

(1) Register of Freemcn MS. folg. 5-27; M. B. I, lxviii, 16,
LL_B_. II ] 255; Co Po Ro 14#67"‘77, ppu 238’ 4’16’ Co pz Ro l%ﬁ’%’
P.297; F.Drake, Eboracum, p.207. :

The month in which the mayor was appointed is first recordecd
on the Register of Freemen in 1343; before that date only ;
the regnal yeer of his appointment is given. But a comparison |
of the regnal ycar in which some mayors were appointed early |
in the century with the actual dates on which these men were

- described as mayors in scurees cuch as the Calendars of the

Patent Rolle strongly sucgests that York's mayors were
appointed in February frem the beginning of our period. .

(2) M.B. I, 1xviii; 16, M.B. II, 256; Chemberlains Account Rolls
gassim; I.B, VII, folts 22V, 53, IX, fole. 10V., 21, 59, 44,
< !

Vey O6V., 65V., T4v; York Civic Records, IV, 17,




cheriffs who replaced them when the éity'was glven county
status in 1393 eppear to have been appointed in September
‘throughout‘our period.(l) The custodians of Ouse Bridge J
end Foss Bridge were appointed in Scpterber from the
middle of t’hc fourtecenth century, when thelr names are !
first rccorded on the Register of Freemen, until 1531; l
from 1331 until 1491 they were appointed in Febrﬁary cach %

year; end from then until the end of our peribd they

vere appointed in the niddle of January.(z) The date

g T AR T pam g e

given for a nan's enfranchicerent is the year in which
the chemberlains who enrolled him es a freamen took office, ﬁ
since the precise date of a ﬁan's enroluent cannot be
determincd. :

In compiling the blographies much inforﬁation on the
civic service of York's mayors and their family connections

has been obtained from the three manuseript volumes by

R.H.Skaife in the York Publlc Library and a2 single volume

of his in the Civic Archives. These have seldom been

cited in the individual blographles becauce his statementé

about the civic posts men held have been checked by -

TG e o o ¢ "

(1) ¥.B. I, 1xviii, 16, M.B. II, 259-60; Register of Freemen
liS. fols. 295v.~ 510. .

(2) Register of Freemen US. fols, 318-20, 322-20.
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refercnce to the actual sources whilst the bulk of the
information relating to men's family connections has
appeared in more accessible fora in footnotes to the
Register of the Corpus Christi Guild which he edited for
the Surteces Society in 1871.

g g s 5 s g S AN OEESS, TR it e S e o G oAt = < e
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Acastre, John de.

Bailiff 1357 (Register of rnvﬂen 3. fol. 292).
Custodien of Trosse Bridge 1362 (Ibid, fol, 318).
M.P., 1366, 1368, 1369, 1578 (Dark Pp. 44-5),

o

Mayor 1304 1579' died in office (Rogigtar of Vrﬂ~m°n 1,57, 76)|

Exported 42 gacks of wool snd at least 10 6loihs 8.8, from full
in 1378-79 (h-R Customs Accounts 59/2, 59/1, respectively),

Aldestanmore (Austynmore) John.

Freeman, deseribed os merchant, 1412 (Rezister of Freemen,I,115),!

Cnﬂmberlain 1413 (Ibid. I, 1?6)

Sheriff 1421 (Register of Freemen 13, fol. 295v)

Mayor 1427 (Resister of Freemen, I, 139).

M., 1425, 1429 (Parx, p.47). ;

Will proved 17 Feb, 1434 (Y.P.R. IIT, fol, 406; A.A.5.R, XXXIII,

part ii Z?I:§57.
Exported 39 cloths s. g. from Mull in 1430-31 (n.n Customs
Accounts 61/32).

His goods and chattels which ineluded 58 sarplers of wool, were
at his death valusd at £1,600 (E.C.P., 10/296).

His bequests ineluded £40 each to brother Thomas and his son
John, 100 merks to John Ilolbeck, son of his daushter Agnes,
end £93 to two chaplains to celebrate divine serviece for

10 years for the good of his soul.
Survived by dsushter Agnes; married before 1430 William Holbecl

meyor in 1449, 1458, 1470, 1471, 1472 (Sk&i*e p.29).

Alne, wWillisam.

Younger son of Richard de Alne, chemberlain in 1365 and

bailif? in 1379 (Skaife, p.233).
Chamberlein 1394 (Register of Freemen, I, 93).
Bailiff, described as merchant, Lo96; continued in office as
saeriff when Richard II gave York county status (Register of
Freemen MS, fol, a94v)

Mayor 1415 (Register of Freemen, I, 122),

M.P, 1413 (Pafk, 7.46) end 1415 (Skaife P.238).
Possessed property in the eity in 1436 which yielded an annual

nst income of £13 (Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/42).
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Anyas, Robort. : |
- |

Freeman, uceseribed &s merchunt, 1465 (Recistar or Froemen, 1,183)

Chamberlain 1468 (Ibid. I, 187). | |

Sheriff 1469 (Register of Freemen 3. fol. 299). 1

Member of the twenty-four by 23 Fed, 1476 (I.B. I, fol. 1).

Mayor 1481 (Rezistsr of Freemen, I, 202). v

M.P. 1478 (Wedgaood IL, 720). - o |

Will »proved 8 April, 1486 (Y.P.R. V, fol. 279). I

Goods of his in transit to Prussia scized in the Sound off Denmerik |
in 1468 (U.B. IX, 369-70). - | |

Survived by wife Katherine, to whom he bequeathed the residue of 5

t

his goods,

Aslham, John @e.

Bailiff 1297 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 289).
Chamberlain 1301 (Resistér of Freemen, I, 8). |
Mayor 1307, 1308 (Ibld. I, 11). ]
M.P, 1300, 1306, 1307 (Park, p. 40). :
Owed 80 marks to Willian de Ayremyn, clerk; - the sum to be 1

levied in defsult of payment from John de Askham's lands in

Yorlsshire, (C.C.R. 1307-13, p. 54). , }

Bank, AGam del. ' ‘ ' |

Freeman, deseribed as dyer, 1371 (Register of Freemen, I, 68).
Custodian of Ouse Bridge 1379 (Reglistsr of Frecemen.MS. f0l.319),
Chamberlain 1384 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 80). |

Bailiff 1337 (Rezisfer of Frecmen li5. fol. 294).

Meyor 1405 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 108).

Bankhouse, Thomas.

Freeman, deseribed as tailor, 1476 (Rszister of Freemen, I, 196),
Custodien of Ouse Bridge 1492 (Register of Froomen MS. £01.327). I
Chamberlein 1494 (Rerister of Freemen, I, 218),. I
Sheriff 1500 (Rezisfer of Freemen M5. fol. 302v). H
Member of the twenty-four by 13 0et,1501 (H.B. VIII, fol.l1l9). ‘
Mayor 1521, died in office (Repister of Freemsn, I, 242), - ;
Will proved 18 Oct, 1521 (Y.P.R, IX, fol. 195). |
Goods, chattels, woollen cloth, ready money end other rerchrndise

at death valued at more than £300 (E.C.P. 749/41). I
Married in 1518, Margaret Cowper of York (Skaife, p.163). 4
Son Thomas, chaplein, freeman 1505 (Rezister of Freecmen, I, 229), |

——— e ctvm————— e
s I T

o e, S

s

I

Survived by wife and sons Thomas and George; Thomas, a ke
merchant, beecane a freeman in 1539 (Ibid, I, 295). L
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-
Barden, John de.

Chamberlain 1268 (Register of Freemen, I, 65). ;

Balliff 1872 (Register of Freemen ild. fol. 293), -

Mayor 1378 (Recister of Freemen, I, 75). ,

M.P., 1379, 13381 (Park, p. 40). -

Will proved 17 Jan, 1396 (Y.P.R. I, fols., 95, 100).

Commlssion set up to enguire into complaint that mslefsctors
had broken into his close at Burton Leonard, near Ripon,

‘burned his houses there and carried away 24 oxen, 16 cows, and
400 sheep, valued at £100. (C.P.R. 1381-85, p.136).

Possessed extensive property in York, Farswlel, Huntington,
Towthorpe, Shadwell, Aberford, Seacroft, and Ledwodhouse,

- fronm which he bequeasthed ennuities of 5 marks to daughier
Ellen, 133 44 to his servent Robert Hurtsky, and 6s 8a to
Walter Sargeaunt of Burton Leonard. ‘

Survived by wife Alice, end daughters Ellen, Agnes,wife of
Henry Wymen, mayor 1407-09, and Margaret, wife of John de Uareton,

mayor 1418, Ellen married Sir John Dawnay of Iserick.
' (Skaife, p. 239),.

Barker, Williom. ' o i

Freeman, deseribed es merchant, 1501 (Rezister of Preemen, I, 225)
Sheriff 1516 (Reglster of Freemen MS. fol., 300).
Hayor 1525, 1531 (Register of Frecmen, I, 246, 251),.
Administration of his estalte granted 9 Aug. 1538 (Y.P.R. City
6f York Administration Act Book 1538-42, fol. 4). |
Goods asgessed at £30 in the Iay Subsldy Returns of 1524. %
' (Y.A J, IV, '190). |
Son John, merchent, freeman 1530 (Register of Freemen, I,250).
Son Simon, merchant, freeman 1541 (Ibid, 1, 26l).

Barton, Thomas

Son of Willion Barton, skinner; freeman, deseribed as
spicer, 1426 (Register of Freemen, I, 138).

Chemberlain 1439 (1bid. I, 153).

Sheriff 1442 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 296v).

Meyor 1450 (Register of Freemen, I, 169).

M.P. 1449 {Wedgwood II, 720). ' :

Will »roved 7 Sept. 1461 (Y.P.R. II, fo0l.451). S

His bequests included £5 to servant Robert Hancoeck, mentioned
later, end 20s towards the cost of constructing the new
civiec hall. ’ ,

Survived by wife Matilda, and daughter Ketherine. The
dauchter married Alan WWllberfoss of York, sheriff in 1475.

(Skaife, p.42).
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Bean, John.

Son of Thomas Bean, capper; freeman, described as inholder, 1523
(Register of Freemen, I, 244).

Chamberlein 1535 (Ibid. I, 253). \

Sheriff 1538 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 307v).

Member of the twenty-four by 24 Fed, 1540.(H.B. XIV, fol.l).

Meyor 1545, 1565 (Resister of Freemen, I, 264; II, 6).

M.P. 1554 (Skaife, 5. D0G; Yok Oivic Reeords. V, 102).

Daughter Mary married Antony snerton, esquire, of Regell Grange,

Westnmorland (Skaife, p.66). ’

Bedale, John.

Freemen, described es merchant, 1386 (Register of Freemen, I,84).
Chemberlein 1401 (Ibid. I, 104). | ‘
Sheriff 1405 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 295).
Mayor 1419 (Register of Freemen, I, 127).
Exported 27 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1391-92 (K.R.Customs
Accounts 59/24), |
Pald ulnage on 25 ecloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept. 1394 - Uich.1395, |
(Yorks. Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95).
Imported miscellaneous goods valued at £24 at Hull in 1398-99
(X.R.,Customs Accounts 159/11). Lo

Bedele, Williem.

Freeman, deseribed as merchant, 1403 (Rezister of Freemen,I,107).
Chamberlein 1415 (Ibid, I, 122). '
Sheriff 1423 (Rezister of Freemen M3. fol. 295v).

Member of the twenty-four by 5 Jan,1425 (11,B. II, 159),

Mayor 1437 (Rerister of Freemen, I, 151),

MOP. 1435 (Pal‘k, pu 48)‘

Will proved 17 Sept. 1438 (Y.P.R. II, fol. 123, conpleted III,

f010 540; AO-A-.S.RI XXXV’ part i’ 70-72)0 H

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Co.1432, 1434 (York Mereecrs, 322).

Discovered exporting uncustomed cloth from Hull (C.P.R, 1413-16,p.19)

Goods of his on board & ship sailing from Danzig seized by
Hanseatie merchants in 1422 (H,R. 1431-76, II, 65).

Owed £2 by a carrier of Carnforih, Lanc¢s,.{C.P.R.1429-36, p.167).

Possessed property in the city in 1436 which yielded en snnual
net income of £18. (Exchequer, Ley Subsidies 217/42).

Survived by daughter Joan and sons Nicholas and John, mentioned
in the codicil to his will; the originel will also mentions
daughter Agnes to whom he bequeathed £20. John, merchant,
becane a freeman in 1437 (Register of Freemen, I, 152),
Nicholas, merchant, became & freeman In 1443 (Ibid, I,161)..
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Belton, Henry de.

Bailiff 1328 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 290v).

Mayor 1334, 1335, 1336, 1337 (Register of Freemon, I, 28-31).

M.P. 1326 (Park, p.4l). ’

Deed by 12 Feb.1341 (C.C.R. 1341-43, p. 105).

Goods essessed at £20 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1327

‘ (Y.A.S. Record Series, LXXIV, 161),
Owed £34 by Robert le Conesteble, knignt, Lord of Flamborough,
and £40 by John de Hamby in 1332 (C.C.R.1330-33, pp. 611, 616,
respectively).
Do D26

Owed £400 to Henry de Percy the elder in 1335 (C.C.R. 1333-37
Exported 49 sacks of wool from Hull in 1324-25(X.R.Customs
. Accounts 57/11).

A member of the Syndicate of merchants who contracted in 1337
to purchase 30,000 sacks of wool in this country and export
1t to the Continent to finance the early stages of the '
Hundred Years! War (C.C.R. 1337-39, p.148). On the seizure
of the Syndicate's wool by the Xing at Dordrecht in May 1338
before the operstion was completed, he received permission to
export wool at & reduced rate of customs duty from Hull until
he had received £1,668 compensation for the value of the wool
teken from him at Dordrecht (Ibid. p. 430).

Beverley, Thomas.

Freeman, described s&s merchant,1440 (Registef of Freemen, I,155).

Chamberlain 1447 (Ibid. I, 165).

Sherlff 1450 (Register of Freecmen MS. fol, 298), | |
Member of the twenty-four by 10 Sept.1455 (i.B, II, 198), 1
Mayor 1460 (Register of Freemen, I, 179). {
M.P. 1459 (Wea:gWOOd II, 720). l
Will proved 19 Aug.l1480 (Y.P.R. V, fol.184),

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company 1461 (York Mereers,p.322).

Exported 22 sacks of wool, 8 cloths s.g. and miscellanecous goods
valued at £90 from Hull and imported there 4 tuns wine and
niscellaneous goods valued at £175 in 1471-72 (K.R.Customs

Accounts 62/17).

Merried Alice, daughter of Henry NMarkett, sheriff in 1442

Survived by wife, daughters Isabel end Joan, &nd sons Nicholes,
John, William, end Richard. John, merchent, beceme a freeman
in 1478 (Register of Freemen, I, 200); merried Ann, daughter
of John Ferecby, mayor in 1478, 1491 (T.E., III, 196n). Nicholes,
merchant, became a freeman in 1478 (Register of Freemen,I,200).
Another son, Thomas, merchant, became a ireemen in 1471

(Register of Freemen, I,191); will proved 23 Feb,1472
, (T.E. III, 196),
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Birkhead, John.

Son of Thomes Birkhead; freemun, deseribed &s marchant 1480.
(Rezister of Freemen, I, aOu).
Chamberlain 1492 (Ibid. I, 216).
Sheriff 1498 (Register of "Freemen MS. £01.302).
Member of the twenty-four by 18 Dec.1499 (H.B. VIII, fol.53v).
Mayor 1507 (Register of Freemen, I, 230). ,
Will proved 2 Oct 1508 (Y.P.R. VII, f61.57). ‘
Govornor of Merchant Advonturerﬁ' Complny, 1504. ;
(York lfercers, p.323).

Son, Nicholas, freeman 1507 (Register of Freemen, I, 251).
“Survived by wife Ketherine, to whom he bequeathed the residue

of his goods, The son is not mentioned in the will.

BlacLburn, Nichol‘s, senior.

Meyor 1412 (Register of Freemen, I, llo)
Will proved 10 Aorils 1432, Tescribed as mcrchﬂnt
(Y. P.R. II, fol. 605; Shaw, p.90).

Lont £100 to the Xinz in 1415 on the eve of Agincourt
(Exchegquer, Receipt Roll, 667; Iaster Term 3 Henry V), end
£46, 13s, 4d. in 1417 (Bxch@quer, Reccipt Roll, 678; TEBaster
Term 5 Henry V).

His cash bequests, which amounted to more than £500, included
a contribution of £40 towards the sum dus to the Kinu in tax
from the city that Easter.

Buried in All Saints, North Street, where a panzl in the east

~ window depicts him kneeling with his wife in prayer. .

Survived by wife Margaret; daughter Alice, wife of John Bolton,

ik

“Junior, mayor in 1431- daushter Isabel, wife of Briaon Sandfomi,
esquire; and sons Nicholas eand William, VWilliem became a
freeman in 1431 (Register of Freemen, I, 144). The ecarcer |
of Nicholas 1s given below.

®¥ I am indebted for this information to R.L.Storey, B.A. (Oxon).f
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Bleckburn, Nicholas, jualcwr.

Frecman, described as merchant, 1422 (Re~istor ; .

Chamborlain 1424 (Ibid., I, 134). r_of Freemen, I, 131

Sheriff 1427 (Rezister of Freemen MS. fol. 296),

Meyor 1429 (Resister of Freemen, I, 141).

Will proved 8 March. 1447 (Y.P.R. II, fol. 168, ,

o A.AS.R, XXXIII, pa '

Exported 98 cloths s.z. and miscellaneous gaédg gglééé izlgz).

. from Hull in 1430-31 (K.R.Customs Accounts 61/32),

Possessed property im the city and county in 143g which yiela
an snnual net. income of £15 (Exchequer, Lay Subdsidies X12/43d

Twenty-four sarplers of wool so0ld on his behaly at Calaig é 2
£54 by Thomas Burrell, Attorney of Willlan Varshall, mepen:
of Yorik, 1n 1433.- Thomas was sucd for refusins to'hggdCI“nt
the proceeds of the sale (T,C.P. 44/277). - end over

Joint owner of a keel valued at £10 (L.C.P. 7/186),

Survived by wife lMargaret; recuested burisl next %o his
children in All Saints, North Street, where hs ang his v
sre deplcted in a panel of the east window, wife

Bolton, John, senior.

Chemberlain 1384 (Register of Freemen, I, 80).

Meyor 1410 (Ibid. I, 113).

M.P, 1399, 14072éPa§k£hp‘ 46).i : .

Paid ulnage on cloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept,1394 - 1ie:

| . (Yorks. Woollen Trede, pp. 47_95§f°ﬂ'1595

Son, John, mentioned below,

Bolton, John, Junior.

Son of John Bolton mentioned above; freeman, dese

mercer, 1410 (Resister of Freenen, I, 114): ribed as
Chemberlain 1417 (Ibid. I, 124). '
Sheriff 1419 (Register of Freemen MS., fol. 295v),
Member of the twenty-four by & Jan. 1425 (M.B, II, 159)
Mayor 1431 (Reslster of Freemen, I, 144), —— .
Will proved 16 Aug. 1445 (§.§‘R‘R11ix§§%. 107;

A5, Ry XXXIV, part 4, 2131.

Possessed property in the ¢ily and county in 142¢ Wé%ciggield

an annual net income of £62 (Bxchequer, Lay Subsidieg 214/4Sd
Merried Alice, daughter of Nicholas Blackburn, senior, mayor 2).

in 1412 (sSkaife, p. 30). :
Son, Robert, merchant, freeman 1428 (Recister of Freemen, I 141)
n, I, |

Daughter, Mergeret, married Henry Gascoigne, gentlenan, a
younger son of Sir Willlam Gazscolgne of Gawthorpe (Skeife P.38)
Survived by wife and various children unspecified, PereRs
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Bolyngbrok, Andrew de

Bailiff 1303 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 289v).

Mayor 1305, 1308 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 10, 12).

¥.P. 1300, 1314 (Perk, pp. 40-41).

Will mede 29 Aug. 1315 ( Register B/Y, fol. 4).

Begqueathed tenements in Brettgate to his two children.
Survived by wife Agngs, son Roger, and daughter Elizabetn,

Bowes, William, senior.

Chamberlain 1399 (Register of Freemen, I, 102).
Sheriff 1402 (Register of Freemen iS5, fol. 294v).
Mayor 1417, 1428 (Register of Freemen, I, 124, 140),
M.P. 1421, 1422, 1425, 1430 (Park, p. 47). t
Will proved 6 Aug. 1439, described as merchant (Y.P.R,III
£01.580; A.A,S,R. XXXIII, part 11, 484-90} .
Possessed propsrty in the cily In 1436 which ylelded sn annua] |
net income of £18 (Exchequer, Iay Subsidies 217,42), f
His beguests included £20 for the fabric of St. Cuthbert's §
church, £5 each to the three children of daughter Xathorine. |
and £5 each to the six children of his son, William, '
Survived by daushter Joan, wife of John, son of
Nicholas Blsclkburn, senior, who was mayor in 1412; daushter
Katherine, wife of Robert Louthe, merchant; and son ’

William mentioned below..

Son of William Bowes, mentioned above.
Freeman, described as merchant, 1417 (Rzgister of Freemen,x,lga)i

H

Chamberlain 1425 (Ivid. I, 135).
Sheriff 1431 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 295), ,

Mayor 1443 (Rsgcister of Freemen, I, 160). i
M,P, 1436 (Park, p. 438). |
Possessed property in the city and county in 1436 which
yielded 2n annucl net income of £9 (Exchequer, Lay
Subsidies 217,42),
Required to pay £25¢ to Bawdewyn Sahenny, a merchant of Epinal
France, by the erbitrators appointed to settle dlaputes '
arising between the two parties in Englend and oversesas
(C.C,R. 1441-47, pp. 444-5),

Married Agnes, daughter of Robert Xirkby, sheriff in 1406
U ‘ (Skaife, p.28).

Bowes, William, Junior. ' o :
|
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E ]
Bracebriss, Thomas,

Freeman, described as weaver, 1393 (Recister of Freemen, I, 93).
Custodien of Fosse Bridge 140C (Register of Froemen 115.£01.320). |
Chamberlain 1412 (Recister of ¥reemen, I, 115). E
Sheriff 1416, (Registser of Freemen Mo. fol. 295v). !
Member of the twenty~four by 7 June 1417 (M.3. II, 62), ’
Mayor 1424 (Resister of Freemen, I, 134),
W1ll proved 10 lay 1437, described as morchent (Y,P,R, III,
' f°l. 487: A,QAOSQRo XXXIII’ pﬁl‘t i’ 167"77).
Paid ulnage on 38 eloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept,1394 - Mich,1395
. ' (Yorks, VWoollen Trada, pp., 47-95),
His bzquests included 10 marks to his son John, an fuzustine
frizr; &£5 to his son Thomas, a canon of Guisboroush; end
50s. for the purchase of coal for the poor and ns2edy in York.
He also left 20s. to ths weavers' gild; 6s, 84, to
Willian Lemyng, weaver; 33.,4d. to William 4lne, weaver; snd
6s.8d. to his godson Nicholas, son of John Tiryngton, weaver,
Survived by third wife Ivetta, daushters Margaret, end Alice,
wrtidow of Thomas Dod, merchant, and sons William, John, and
Thomas, Williem, merchant, became a freeman in 1449 |
(Register of Freemen, I, 169)., Another son John, merchent,
became & freeman In 1424 (Rogistor of Fresmsn, I, 135); I
{
{

dend when father nade his will,

Braithwayt, John de.

Freeman, described as draper, 1361 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 55), .

Chemberlain 1373 (Ivid, I, 70). )

Bailiff 1374 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 293).

Member of the twenty-four by 22 Fed, 1378 (M.3. I, 30).

Meyor 1393 (Resister of Freesmen, I, 92).

‘Paid ulnage on 139 cloths s.g,., in Yor'k, 6 Sept.l394 - Mich,1395,

(Yorks. VWoollen Trade, pp. 47=-95),

Daughter, Alice, married John de Raghton, balliff in 1294 .
(Skaife, p., 23); second husband was Edmund de la Pole,esquire, |
younger son of Sir John de la Pole of Newdorouzh, knight o

’ (Skaife, p. 27), |

Bukey, Peter. . y

Freemeh, desceribed as merchant, 1392 (Register of Fresmen, I,91) )
Chamberlain 1408 (Ibid, I, 110). _

Sheriff 1411 (Register of Frecmen }M35. fol. 295), |
Member of the twenty-four by 21 Sept. 1416 (l.D, I1I, 52), |
Mayor 1426 (Recister of Freemsn, I, 137). — {
M.P. 1423 (Pari'.:, Pe. 47). ) |
Administration of his estate granted 26 June.l432(Y.P.R.II,fol.612). |
Son, Willienm, merchant, freeman 1420 (Resgister of Freemen,I,l29)
Son, John, merchant, freemzn 1430 (Ibid,I,I437.




Bukden, Richard.

Freeman, described as merchant, 1415 (Register of Freemen,I,122).|
Custodian of Fosse Bridge 1426 (Register of Freemen MS.Tol. 322v).
Chamberlain 1430 (Register of Fresmen, I, 143), |
Sheriff 1435 (Register of Freemen Io5. fol. 296).
Member of the twenty-four by 20 Deec.1436 (M.B, II, 139),
- Mayor 1444 (Register of Freemen, I, 161). ,
M.,P., 1445 (Wedgwood II, 720). \ .
Will proved 1 June.l1l450 (Y.P.R. II, fol. 209).
Exported 53 c¢loths s.g. from Hull in 1430-31 (K.R.Customs
' Accounts 61/32).
Survived by wife and daughter, Joan; the daughter married
John Marshall, mayor 1467, 1480 (Skaife, p.76).

Burton, Thomes.

Chamberlain, described as merchant, 1517 (Register crf:‘Freemen, 1,239),5§»
Mayor 1522, on death of Paul Gillour (Ibid, It 245}. ~f
’ |

M.P. 1523 (Park, p. 48;York Civic Records. II11, 86

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company. 1519, 1520. .
(York Yercers, p. 323). i

Imported miscellaneous goods valued at £18 at Hull in 1525.26 |
(K.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).

Goods assessed at £30 in the Loy Subsidy Returns of 1524 ;
(Y.A.J. IV, 179). a

Son, Antony, inholder, freeman 1547 (Register of Freemen, I,267).'

Carr, John, ;
Son of Thomes Carr, draper, sheriff in 1427 (Skaife, p.23).
Freeman 1434 (Register of Freemen, I, 148).

- Chamberlein 1435 (Ivid. I, 1o2).

- Mayor 1448, 1456 (Ibida. I, 167, 175).

M.P. 1449 (Wedgwood II, 720).

Merchant of the Staple at Calals (C.P.R. 1446-52, p. 316). 4

Will proved 20 April 1488 (Y.P.R. V, Tol.327; T.%, IV, 26). it

His bequests included £26 for the marriage of 13 poor meidens; j
£33 for the provision of beds complete with sheets, blenkets,
and coverlets, for 50 poor men and women; &£20 for poor
married coupleg; and 10 marks, a plece of silver, end pardon
of a debt of £9 to John Bekyllis, formsrly his servant.

Wiiltmeniions no childéren; recuested burial next to Janet his |
ate wife.

1
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Cateryk, John.

Son of Thomase Cateryk, mcrcer; freeman, described as

~mercer, 1425 (Register of Freemen, I, 137).

Chamberlain 1440 (Ibid. I, 155).

Sheriff 1443 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 296Vv).

Mayor 1453 (Register of Freemen, I, 172). - e

M. P, 1449 (Wedgwood 11, 720).

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company in 1442, 1449, 1450

. (York Mercers, p. 322).

Complained that in 1440 the men of Danzig had arrested goods

of his valued at £7 (H.R._ 1431-76 II, 542). :

Chimney, William.

Freeman, described as draper, 1455 (Register of Freemen, I, 174).
Custedian of Ouse Bridge 1465 (Register of Freemen MS. fol.Z25).

Chamberlain 1470 (Register of Freemen, I, 189).

Sheriff 1474 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 299v).

Member of the twenty-four by 17 May 1476 (H.B. I, fol.18).
Mayor 1486 (Register of Frecmen, I, 210).

M.P. 1491 (Wedgwood II, 210; Harley MS. 2252, fol. 29v).

will proved 50 Jan. 1508 (Y.P.R. VIII, fol. 3).

Son, Richard, freeman 1487 (Register of Freemen, I, 212).

Requested burlial next to Christine his late wife.

Colynson, Robert.

Freeman, described as mercer, 1426 (Register of Freemen, I,137). ||

Chamberlain 1442 (Ibid, I, 159). :

‘Bheriff 1445 (Register of Frecmen MS. fol. 296v).

Mayor 1457 (Register of Freemen, I, 176).

Will proved 5 Oct.1458 (Y.P.R, 1I, fol.378; Shaw, P 97).

Complained that in 1440 the men of Danzig hed arrested goods
of his valued at £5 (H.R. 1431-76, 1I, 542).

Bequeathed money to religious houses at Carlisle, Bolton in
Craven, Penrith, Richmond, Appleby in Westmorland,
Wedderdale in Cumberland, Northallerton and Pontefract:
he aleso left legacies for the fabric of Ripon Minster énd

. t?e §epa%r of Catterick bridge. oo

€ instructed his executors to distribute five ru

to provide clothing for the poor and to give thgsgzeg;OthB
fullers, shearmen and weavers working wi%h him a good !
breakfast and the sum of a shilling,

Survived by wife, Isabells.

{
{
‘
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- Crathorne, Thomas.
Frecmen, Jdeseribod oo march&nt 1422
Chambeciads 1440 (Ibid, T, 155).
Sheriff 1441 (Register of Freeunen 3. Tol. 296v),
Noyor -1445 (Resistar of Frecnon, I, 183).
M.P, 1447 (vedzwood, II, 720). \ |
Governor of lMerchant Adventursrs' Company 1447 )
i

: . (Yor! Msresrs, n. 323

Txported 92 eloths s.o. end miscellfncoud roods valus
from Tull in 1430-31 (Z.2.Customs “ccounts 61/22).

On2 of the Inglish merchants eccus2d of robdory and violcnce
1n Iceland between 1420 and 1425 by the Denish governor

Hennss DPAlsson (Dinl, Islend, IV, ITo. 331). y 3

Craven, John.

Chemberlain 1390 (Resister of Frecnza, I, 83)
Bailiff 1392 (Register of Frecmen lic. fol.
Mayor 1411 (Razister of Frasnon, I, 114),
Will mede 6 Jan,I41D, described as marchent (Y.L.N.III £01.606;
. A.P;.S.R. XXXII e Tt i' U:}e‘]. )
Poid ulnage on 23 cloths 5.5, 11 York, 6 Sept.1594 - ich.1395
(Yoris, Woollen TPrasde, pD. 47 25).
Baquenthed his son Willien v"“ious tensments in York on
condition that ho pald Js.4d4. a woelk to 18 poor peorsons
living in his mnison dicu et Loysrthorse 3ridge; he also
left £35 for a cnaplain to celebrate divine serviee for
7 years for the good of his soul.
Survived by wife K&therine, end son Villiam,  Ulllian became
sheriff in 1422 (fiezister of Fro emen 5. fol. 295v).

294).

i
o
!
P

(37

Crosér, John. ‘
Freemon, des crib*d £s dyer, 1428 (Resister of Freemsn, I, 141).

Chamberlein 1437 (Ibid. I, 151).
Sheriff 1438 (Re~1stor of Troeme xs. fol. 296v).
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*

Danby, Thomas. , ;

Freeman, descrided as mercer, 1424 (Register of Freemen, I,134).

Chamberlain 1438 (Ibid. I, 152).

Sheriff 1439 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 296v).

Meyor 1452 (Register of Freemen, I, 171),

M.P. 1453 (Vedlgwood II, 720). |

Will proved 20 May 1458 (Y.P.R. II, f0l.364). g

Exported 2 cloths s.g. and miscellaneous goods valued at £3 :

. from Hull in 1430-31 (K.R.Customs Accounts 61/32),

Shipped uncustomed goods valued at £87 to Iceland in 1436 s
, (C.P.R., 1435-41, p.294), z

Bequeathed & silver spoon de Yseland to William Holbeck, !
mayor 1449, 1458, 1470, 1471, 1472, i

Survived by wife Matilda, and daughter, Margaret Salvan, :

Dawson, Bertram.
Born at VWarmeden in the parlsh of Bemburgh, Northumberland
| ~ - (T.E. V, 61n),
Freemen, described as teilor, 1476 (Register of Freemen, I,196).
Custodisn of Fosse Bridge 1486 (Register of Freemen MS.fol,.326v),
Chamberlain 1491 (Registzr of Freemen, I, 215). {
Sheriff 1496 (Register of rreemen Mo. fol., 302).
Member of the twenty-four by 20 Dec.1497 (H.B.VIII, fol.28),
Mayor 1511 (Register of Freemen, I, 234). ,
Will proved 20 Lov.l1bol6 (Y.P.R. IX, f0l.39; T.,E., V, 61),
Survived by wife, Janst, to whom he left 3 tenements in York,
and son, Thomas, Thomas, a merchant, was made a freseman in
1503 and became sheriff in 1517 (Skaife, p. 163),

Dayson, Henry.

Freemen, described as dyer, 1504 (Register of Freemen, I, 228),
Charberlain 1522 (Ibid. I, 243). :
Sheriff 1524 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 306v). |
Mayor 1531 (Register of Freemen, I, 250). :
Married Alice, widow of Robert Petty, alderman, who dled in 3
1528 (Skaife, p.161). ] *
Survived by wife, and married deughters Agnes and Janet. |
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Dogeson, John.

Preeman, described as merchant, 1482 (Register of Freemen,I,203).
Chamberlain 1490 (Ibid. I, 214). - -
Sheriff 1497 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 302v).
Mayor 1508, when John Petty died in office, and 1517 by
command of the King who annulled the election of
William Nelson, then a prisoner in London (Reglster of
Freemen, I, 231n, 239; Skaife, p. 1l4n)
Wwill proved 22 May 1531 (Y.P.R. X, fol. 47). ‘
Goods assessed at £10 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524
‘ (Y.A. J. IV, 187).
Married by 1490, Jane, daughter of Thomas Scotton, mayor in

1492 éSkaife, . 127).
Survived by son ghristOPher, and daughters Ellzabeth, Agnes,
and Barbara. .

Dogeson, Williem.

Freeman, described as merchant, 1515 (Register of Freemen,I,237).
Chamberiain 1526 (Ibid. I, 246).

Sheriff 1532 (Register of Freemen, I, 259).

Member of the twenty-four by 1 Jan.1535 (H.B.XIII, fo0l.10).

Mayor 1540 (Register of Freemen, I, 259).
Will proved 10 Dec. 1548 (Y.P.R. XIII’1§OIﬁ %44).

' d ssed &t £10 in the Lay Sybs eturns of 1524
Goods assessed at & it ¢ Ve A ek )

Exported miscellaneous goods valued at £3 from Hull and
imported there a butt of rumney and miscellaneous goods
valued at £8 in 1525-26. (K.R.Customs Accounts 20255).

survived by wife Elizabeth, and two daughters, the wives of
John Fishe and John Peghan. E

Drawswerde, Thomas.

Freeman, described as carver, 1496 (Register of Freemen, I, 220).
Chamberlain 1501 (Ibid. I, 225). ,
Sheriff 1505 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 303v).
‘Member of the twenty-four by 16 Aug.1507 (H.B. IX, fol. 37).
Mayor 1515, 1523 (Register of Freemen, I, 237, 244).
M.P., 1512 (Skaife, p.151).
Will proved 30 July 1529 (Y.P.R., IX, fo0l.448; T.E. V, 267).
Submitted an estimate for the construction of the tomb of -
Henry VII in Westminster Abbey, althcugh the contrsct was
ultimately given to Torrigiano (F.l.Crossley, Englich
church Monuments 1150-1550, p.l106; Letters end Parers, I,
no. 775). He also carved a cholr screen at Newark :
~ (York Mercers, p. xxvi).. .
Lands assessed at £18 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524
- . ) ) (Y.A.J. IV’ 175). ’
At the time of his death possessed 3 houses in the parish of
St. Martin, 2 tenements in Jubbergate, a house in Bootham
another house in Stonegate and a third in st. Andrewgate.’
Survived by wife Maude, son George, and daughter Maude.
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Elwald, John.

Freeman, {escribed as m@rchant 1471 (Register of Freemen,I, 191)
Chemberiain 1486 (Ibid. I, 210).
Sheriff 1490 (Register of Froemen 1S. fol. 501v)

Member of the twenty-four by 19 Dee.1491 (H.B. VII, fol.50v).
Mayor 1499 (Rsgister of Freemen, I, 223).

Will proved 16 ”AV 1500 (D. & €, Library, Registers of Wills, v,

fol. 239).

Governor of llzrchent Adventurers' Company 1492
(York lercers, p.323).
Sued by Edmund Wotton and Richard Rokeby of London, mercer,
for a debt of £37 incurred by the purchase of 'diverse .
mercery wares' (E,C.P, 181/50)

Elwald Robert.

Son of John Tlwzld mentioned above (Skaife, p.189).
Freeman, described as merchant, 1506 (Register of Freemen,I 250)
Chamberiein 1530 (Ibid. I, 250).
Sherif? 1532 (Register of Frenmen MS. fol. 209v).
Mayor 1532 (Resister of Freemen, I, 258).
Resigned his Eldermanic gown 1n 1549 and was grmnted an
annuity of £4 (Skaife, p. 189).

Essex, George.

Freemsn, described as apothscary,l1474 (Register of Freemen,I,194 .

Chambarlain 1494 (1Ibia. I, 218).

Sheriff 1500 (Reglster of *Frecmen uS. fol. 303).

Meuber of the twenty-four by 13 0e¢t.1l501 (H.B. VIII, f0l.119).

Mayor 1509 (Register of Freemen, I, 232).

Will proved 8 Avg.1510 (Y.P.R. VIII fol.51; T.®m. Vv, 24),

Bequeathed to his daughter Matildae, wife of JOEE uhapman,

sheriff in 1512, & silver spoon that had once belonged to

William Todd, meyor in 1487,

Survived by wife Ann, daughter Just mentioned end other
‘children unspscified.

T e
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Esyngwald, Thomas. -

gmmnwwwgmigrated from Easingwold, N.Yorks; ‘bequeathed 40s. to his —

—-——=-=  ppother living there and 13s.4d. to the convent of Molesby |
* for tithes forgotten (A.A.S.R. XXXIII, part i, 163-66). o

o Freeman, described as shearman,l1384 (Register of Eregmgn,x,sog,'s
. Custodian of Foss Bridge 1401 (Register of Freemen MS.fol.320).=
Chamberlain 1407 (Register of Freemen, I, 110). |
gsheriff 1411 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 295). | -
Member of the twenty-four by 21 Sept.1416 (M.B. II, 52). :
. Mayor 1423 (Register of Freemen, I, 132). . , :
will proved 16 May 1428; = described as merchant (Y.P.R. II, ;
- - ‘fol.531; A.A.8.R. XXXIII, part 1, 163-66), i
Pald amilnage on 2 cloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept.1394 - Mich.1395
! . ' (Yorks. Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95).

His bequests included £20 for four chaplains to celebrate
divine service for one year for the good of his soul, 10s. to !
Richard Lesset, and 6s. 8d. to John Colom, two shearmen of m
York; two York drapers, Thomas Carr and Robert Gray, ‘
‘appointed as executors to his will, received gifts of girdles. |
Survived by wife Alice. !

i

S

S Fereby, John.

Born at Barton on Humber where his parents were buried; he 1
‘bequeathed a tenement there to his daughter Ellen |
R | | - (T.E. III, 1791n), 1

Freeman, described as merchant, 1447 (Register of Freemen, I,166). ]

" Chamberlain 1462 (Ibid. I, 181). 3
‘Sheriff 1471 (Register. of Freemen MS. fol. 299v). S
Mayor 1478, 1491; died in office (Register of Freemen, I, 199, |

, ' 215). ik
Chosen M.P. 1485, but Richard York went instead)(York Civic :

Records, I, 127, 131).
Will proved 6 June 1491 (Y.P.R. V, foir 417). @ ' °

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company 1466, 1474 |
- R : A (York Mercers, p. 322).

Exported miscellaneous goods valued at £70 from Hull and
imported there miscellanecous goods valued at £130 in
1471-72 (K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).

Survived ty daughters Ellen and Ann. Ellen married
John Metcalfe, mayor in 1498; Ann married John, son of
Thomag Beverley, mayor in 1460. o .
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Flemyng, Nicholas le.

[
f
!

gon of James le Flemyng who was mayor in 1298 (C.P.R. 1307-13, |
p.440; Skaife, Survey, pp. 378-79; Register of Freemen, I, 7).

Mayor 1311-1316 (Register of Freemen, I, 13-16). He held the |

office again in 1319 and was killed that year at the battle
——m=wo: op Myton (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 4v).' e e
- gxported 36 sacks of wool from Hull in 1309-10 (K. R.Customs

B o . . Accounts 56/11.)

In 1312 when he was granted permission to give 6 marks rent T
for the foundation of a chantry in the church of St.Wilfrid |
4t was stated that he received another 20 marks. a year in
rents from property in York (C.P.R. 1307-13, p. 440;
Chancery Inquisitions Ad Quod Dampnum, 86/13). - = ]

gurvived by wife Ellen, who took a vow of chastity before the |
Archbishop of York on 21 Oct.1319 (Skaife, Survey,pp. 378-79).

Foukeé,}Nicholas"

Bailiff 1323 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 290v).
Mayor 1342 (Register of Freemen, I, 35). S ‘ ;
Goods assessed at £10 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1328, - |1
. : : ~ (¥.A.S. Record Series, LXXIV, 168). ' 1
© Owed £200 by William de Kme, knight (CoCo R. 1527-303 Pe 216)0 h
Owed £100 by Gregory Burdon of Clifford in the parish of
At the beginning of the Hundred Years' War 25 gacks of his
- wool, valued at 225 marks, were appropriated on behalf of
the King to finance the War (C.P.R. 1338-40, p.297).
One of the York merchants accused in 1361 of having used.
illegal weights when purchasing wool in the North Riding

during the previous 9 years (Yorkshire Sessions of the
Peace, 1561-64’ ed. 'BoHoPutnam’ p-8":)o . ) )

A
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Frost, William.

== Mayor 1396, 1397, 1400, 1401, 1402, 1403, 1404 (Register of
Preemen, I, 96, 98, 103-107). York was taken into the hands
of the King on 3 June 1405 because of the part played by the
citizens in the rebellion of Archbishop Scrope (C.F.R.
1399-1405, p.310) and on 25 Aug. that year William Frost was
— - gppointed custodian of the city (C.P.R. 1405-08, p.40). —In
' June 1406 when the liberties of York were restored William
Frost held the office of mayor for a further year (Register
of Freemen NS. fol. 10v; C.P.R. 1405-08, p.155). e
M.P. 1399 (Park, P.46). , I
" Exported 34 sacks of wool from Hull in 1391-92 (K.R.Customs
B . Accounts 59/24).
Married Isabella, daughter of John de Gisburne, mayor in 1371,
1372, and 1380 (A.A.S.R. XXVIII, part ii, 832). - - - o

Gare, Thomas del, senibr.

Son of William del Gare, freeman described ae mercer 1385

, . : (Register of Freemen, I, 81).
Bailiff 1395 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 294v).
Member of the 24 by 21 Sept.1416 (M.B. II, 52), -' ,
Mayor 1420 (Register of Freemen, I, 128).
M. P. 1419, 1421 bark, p.477 . i , ‘
Administration of his estate granted 26 Apl. 1439
N . ‘ | (Y.P.R. III, fol.570).
Exported 66 sacks of wool and 81 cloths s.g. from Hull in
1391-92 (K.R.Customs Accounts 59/24).
Imported 2 tuns wine and miscellaneous goods valued at £10 at
Hull in 1398-99 (K.R.Customs Accounts 159/11).
Paild aulnage on 11l cloths s.g. in York 6 Sept.1394 - Mich.1395
o (Yorks Woollen Trade, pp.47-95).
In August 1425 gave 100 marks to the Augustine Friars of York
to be spent on the plumbing of their new dormmitory
Ska o o
Daughter Ellen married William Orm?shed, mayor(in iigé £n311435.
A.A. 8. R. X
- Son, John, M.P. 1421 (Skaife, p.11). XV, part 1, 62).
Son, Thomas, mentioned overleaf.
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Gare, Thomas del, Junlor.

Son of Thomes del CGare mentioned above; freeman, described
as merchent, 1418 (Regicter of Freemen, I, 127).

Chamberlain 1427 (Ibid. I, 139).

Sheriff 14238 (Register of Freemen MS, fol. 296).

Meyor 1434 (Repister of Freemen, I, 148).

M. Pe 1432 (Park’ p-4x7)o : ‘ ‘

'will proved 1 Oct.1445 (Y.P.R. II, fol.110; A.A.S.R. XXXV,

' part 1, 62-66).

Bequeathed 100 merks each to his two daughters for their
narrisge, to be raised from the rents of his lands in the
city, Yorkehire, and Calals, at the rate of £10 a year.

Married Helen, daughter of John Bedford, & wealthy merchant
of Hull (A.A.S.R. XXXV, part i, 62).

survived by wife, daughters Ellzabeth end Ann, and sons
Thomas end John. ,

Gayle, George.

Son of Oliver Gayle of Thirntoft, Yorks. (Skaife, p.174).
Freecman, described as goldsmith, 1514 (Register of Freeren, I,

236).

Sheriff 1530 (Skaife, p.l74). )
Mayor 1534, 1549 (Register of Freemen, I, 253, 263).
M.P., 1529, 1536, 1542 (York Civic Records,III,l45-6;IV, 3, 72).
- Goods ecesessed at 20 marks in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524

(Y. A.J, IV, 170).
Instructed his wife to distribute £4 yeasrly fro: his property

after his death to the poor of York.

Marrled Mary, daughter of Robert Lord of Kendal (Skaife, p.l174).

Survived by wife, sons Francis and Thomes, and married
daughters Anne Pacock and Isabel Hall.e
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Gilliot, John, senior.

Freeman, described as mercer, 1439 (Resister of Froemen,I,153).
Chemberlein 1451 (Ibid. I, 170).
Sheriff 1452 (Register of Freemen NS, fol, 298),
Member of the twenty-four by 10 Sept.1455 (u,B. II, 198).
Mayor 1464, 1474 (Register of Freemen I, 183, 194),
Will proved 27 Sept.1484 (Y.F.R. V, fol. 237).
Governor of Merchent Adventurers' Company 1459, 1460, 1476
' (York Mercers, p. 322).
Exported 3 cloths s.z. end miscellaneous goods valued at £77
from Hull and imported miscellaneous goolds there valued at
£212 in 1471-72 (K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).
Goods of his in transit to Prussia seized in the Sound off
Denmerk in 1468 (U.B. IX, 369-70). ,
Bequeathed 46s.8d. or more if his executors thought this
- necessary, to the tower of All Saints, Pavement.
Married Jozn, deushter of John Lancaster, sister of
Nicholes Lancester, mayor in 1485, 1493 (T.E. V, 12),
Survived by wife, daughter Agnes, and son Join, mentioned
below,

Gilliot, John, Junior.

Son of John Gilliot, mentioned above.

Freeman, described as merchant, 1481 (Register of Freemen, I,203).
Chamberlsin 1482 (I1bvid. I, 203). a

Sheriff 1484 (Register of Freemen M3. fol. 300v).

lember of ths twenty-four by 25 00t.1485 (H.3. II, fol.l78).
Mayor 1490, 1503 (Register of Freemen, I, 214, 227).

Y.P. 1487, 1489 (Wedgwood, II, 720;York Civie Records, II, 31). ||

Created Knight of the Bath 1501 (Skaife, p.109).

Will proved 4 March 15609 (Y.P.R. VIII, fol,.32; T.E. v, 12).

Governor of Merchent Adventurers' Company 1485,1%486,1500,1501

(York Mercers, p.523),

Bequesthed £400, or more if nszcessery, Tor his exeeutors to
purchage en annuity of £6 from an abbey or to buy land
ylelding £6 a year to glve to the abbey to sscure the
performance of divine service for his soul; if both these .
schemes proved Impossible, & chantry was to be founded with
the money in the church of St. Saviour.

Second wife, Waud, daughter of Sir Henry Vevasour of Haslewood.,

(T.7. Vv, 12).

Survived by wife, daushters Margaret snd lMaoud, end sgns
Lovrence, William, and Peter, Peter, merchent, became =
freeman in 1522 (Register of Freemen, I, 244): married
Alice, daughter of Peber Jackson, meyor in 1526 (T.E. V,15n)
The dsughters merried John Xogeson, mayor.in 1533, .and
Peter Robinson, mayor in 1544 (Ihid.).

i
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Gillour, (Gillow) Paul.

Freemen, described as merchont, 1495 (Resister of Freemen, I,219).
Custodisn of Ouse Bridse 1508 (Regiotar of Frecemen Lo.fol 328v%
Chamberlein 1509 (Rozister of Freemen, I, 232),
Sheriff 1514 (Register of Freemen 15. fol. 205).
Member of the twenty-four by 15 Jan.1516 (H.B. IX, f0l.83).
Havor 1522; died in office (Registar of Freemen, I, 243).
w11l proved 28 Nov.1522 (Y.P.TX. IX, fol.283; T.&. V, 150)
Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company la17—_1518
(YorL Mereers, p. 323).
Exported 25 c¢loths s.g. from Hull and imported miscellaneous
goods tlere vsluﬂd at £30, Mich.1517 - }ich,1518
(X.R.Customs Accounts 202/4).
Possessed a shop in Malton, & close in lMonkgate, Yorlk, & house
in Coney Street, and a tenement et Bishopthorpe (T.E. V,150).
Survived by Agnes, his third wife, deushters Agnes,'TEabel,
Sithe, o2nd Ketherine, and sons George, Williasm, and Thomas.
Daughters Isabel and Agnes, were granted a pension of 24, a
wael by the Corporation in their old age beeause of
poverty. (T.E. V, 150).

Girlyngton, Williean.

Freeman, described as teilor, 1405 (Register of Freemen,I,108),
Chemberlein 1421 (Ibid. I, 150)
Sheriff 1426 (Rezister of Trezmen MS. fol. 296).

Member of the twenty-four by 2 July l42g (1,3, II, 174)

Mavor 1440 (Razister of Freemon, I, 155).

M.P, 1442 (¥ecgwood, II, 720). -

"~ Will proved 7 June 1444 (Y.P.R. II, f0l.C3; T.E. II, 93).

Two whole cloths of his dyed & 'mixed blue colour' were
arrested in York in 1430 on the grounds that he hed set his
own se2l on the cloths without the permission of the
official ulnager (X.R.Memorande Rolls, Recordd, 10 Hen.VI,
Hilary, rot.10): three years later. llL eloths that had not
been ulnaged were seized in his shop in Fesegele., ‘

(Ibid Recorda, 13 Hen.VI, Trinity, rot 16).

His bequests included £8 £o be divided ancngst the four orders

of friars in York, £6 for the repair of the bridge at
Catterick and £4 for the repair of the bridge at Kir&hmm.
He also left 100 coverlets, 100 pairs of linen sheets and
100 pairs of blenkcts worth 60 marks in all, to furaish
beds of poor persons in the eity.

Survived by wife Joen.
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- Gisburne, John de. - _ \

Freeman, described as mercer, 1347 (Register of Freemen, I, 39).
Mayor 1371, 1372, 1380 (Ibid. I, 67-9)., Iis re-election in 1372
in opposition to a former mayor, John de Langton, was preceded
by public disorder (C.C.R. 1369-74, p.275), end his third term
of office was temporarily suspended in November 1380 when s group.
of citizens installed Simon de Quixlay in his stead !
(C.P,R. 1377-81, p,.580; Rotull Parliamentorum III, 96-7; :
(C.C.R., 1377-81, pp.420-21). The animosity between Quixlay and
Gisburne came to a head in July 1381 when their armed followers |
exchanged blows st Bootham Bar (C.Oman, The Great Revalt of 1381, p.146).,'¢
M.P. 1360, 1373 (Park, pp. 44-5). b
Will proved 22 Dee.1390 (Y.P.R. I, fol,15; A,A,S.R, XXVIII, i
‘ part 11, 828-337), i

One of the English merchants governing Calais as an aldcrman in
1363 (Rymer, III, part ii, 691, 693),.

Exported 205 sacks of wool and at least 28 cloths s.g, from Mull
in 1378-79 (K.R.Customs Accounts 59/2, 59/1 respectively),

Granted a protection and safe conduct in 1338 to buy wool, hides
end other merchandise in Scotland and convey them to England

: (C,P.R, 1358-61, p.87).

Safe conduct granted to him and two other msrchents to buy 200
losds of lezd in Yorkshire, Nottlnghamshire and Derbyshire ana
convey them to Oxford via London, for the roofing of houses
built by the Bishop of Winchester at his newly founded college I
in Oxford (C.P.R. 1381-85, p.50). g i

His cash bequests, which emounted to nearly £400, incluled £80 to
the four orders of friars in York, £320 to the fabric of the E
Minster, and £40 to the poor on the day of his burial; he left
money to religious houses at Beverley, Hull, Doncaster, Arden,
Synningthwaite, Xeldholme, Basedale, Molesby, Iampole, Carlisle,
Gisburne, Jervaux, Kirkham, Selby, Bolton, and Bridlington; and |
bequeathed sums of £5 for the repair of a road eccross Hessay
Moor, and £2 each for the repalr of bridges at Stamford and
Thornton, ncar Helperdby.

Survived by dauchters Alice and Isabella; Alice married
Sir williem Plompton, knight, nephew of Archbishop Scrope who was !

 beheaded for treason in 1405; Isabella married Williem Frost,
nentioned earlier (A.A,S.R. XXVIII, pert ii, 832),

o A Kb 43 et

Goldbeter, Henry.

Bailiff 1232 (Register of Freemen M3, fol. 290v). .

Mayor 1346 (Register of Freemen, I, 38), :

M.P. 1336, 1340, 1741 (pPsrk, p.43).

Goods of his valued at £323 arrested at Bruges and Lescluse in
Flanders (¢.C.R. 1337-39, p. 74).

One of the Enzlish merchants whose wool was selzed by the King at
Dordrecht in May 1338 to finance the early stsges of the Hundred
Years?! War. He and John de Loterington, snother English
nerchaent whose wool was appropriated, wers given permission to
export wool at a reduced rate of customs duty from Hull until
"they had Jjointly received £400 compensation for the value of
the wool taken from them (Ibid. p.430).
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Gra, Thomas.

Son of Willism Gra, mentioned below (A.A.5.R. XXXII, part i u98)
Mayor 1375, 1398 (ﬁewiqter of Freemen, 1, 72, 99). ‘
M.P. 1376, 1378 1379, 1380, 1381, 1383, 1585 1386, 1392, 1394,

1396 (Park pp. 40-6).
Will proved 8 July 1405 (Y.P.R, III, f0l.235; A.A.S.R, XXXII,
part 1, 298-302}, — _

Exported 90 sacks of Wool from Hull in 1378-79 (X.R.Customs
Accounts 59/2). -

wed £2 by Robert de Stepyns of Kelsey in Lindsey ;
o d (C.P.R._1385-89, p. 417). . @

One of the three ambassadors despatched by Ricnard II to i
negotiate a commercisl treaty with Prussie in luBB(Ibid.p.455)

Survived by wife Alice, and sons Thomes and Robert.

i

i

Gra, William. : : E o | f

Bailiff 1345 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 291v). - ;ﬁ

Mayor 1367 (Register of Freemen, I, 63). o
5 D, 1343, 1347, 1348, 1853, 1485, 1356 1500 1263, 1364, 1366, '

[N I

1368, 1369, 1371, 1872 (Park, pD. 43-45). ‘
Owed £40 by Thomas Gra of Skelton, near York, and £20 by Aliece, |
late wife of James de Bosevill (C.C.R. 1333-37, pp.90, 725, L
rpspactively). 2
Granted permission in 1344 to export wool from IHull at a reduced |
rate of customs duty until he hed recovered the £54 owed him i
by the executors of Jorden Savage of York. The debt had :
arisen in connecetion with wool supplied to Jordan Savage to
whom the Xing had scknowledged his 1lndebtedness for wool
seized at Dordrecht in 1338 to finance the early stoges of the
Hundred Years' War (C.C.R. 1343-46, p.401). -
Son, Thomas, mantioned avove, _

Gray, Thomas ' g
Freeman, deseribed as goldsmith, 1469 (Register of Freemen,I,188)."
Custodian of Ouse Bridge 1480 (Registﬁr of Freemen i3, Iol. 526).y
Chamberlain 1482 (Reaister of Freemen, I, 203). ‘ it
Sheriff 1488 (Register of Freemen M3, fol. 301). _
Member of the twenty-four by 3 Feb.1490 (H.3, VI, fol.l66v).
Mayor 1497 (Registsr of Freemen, I, 2»1). ~ ‘ |
M.P. 1495 (W"aﬂwood II, 721). i
In 1506 Dbecause of poverty he was given thn duty of supervising :
'the common work snd artilary! of the city for an annusl salary !
of 20 marks, and allowed to retain his aldermancy:; he finally
resigned his gown in 1514 because of grecat poverty and was ;
granted an annuity of 4 marks (Ska 1fe, p. 80).




Hall, John.

Freeman, deseribed as tanner, 1481 (Resister of Freemen, I, 202).

Chamberlain 1501 (Ibid. I, 225).
Sheriff 1504 (Register of Freemen 5. fol. 303v).
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Member of the twenty-four by 15 Jan.1506 (H.B. IX, fol. 29),.

Mayor 1516 (Resister of Frecmen, I, 238),

Will proved & June 1527 (Y.P.R. IX, fol.369; T.E. VI,

13).

Goods assessed at £10 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524

(Y.A.J. IV, 189),

Will mentions no children; requested burial next to Agnes

his laste wife,

Hall, Robert.

Apprentice of Paul Glllour, mayor in 1522; freeman, deseribed

as merchant, 1517 (Registar of Freemen, I, 239).

Chamberlain 15632 (Ibid. I, =51).
Sheriff 1523 (Register of Freemsn M3. fol. 209v).

Member of the twenty-four by 10 Jan.1535 (W,.B, XIII, £01,13).

Meyor 1541 (Resister of Freomen, I, 260).

M.P. 1545, 1553,%252& Civic Records, IV,123; V, 92).

Will proved 8 QOct.1565 (Y,P.R. XVII, fol. 477),

Governor of MNerchant Adventursrs' Company 1535, 1537,
(York Mercars, p. 323).

1538

Exported 16 cloths s.g. and miscelloncous goods valued at £198
from IIull and imported there 19 tuns of wins and misczllancous
goods valued at £128 in 1540-41 (X,R.Cuztoms Accounts 64/15).

His bequests included £1 each towards ths repair of the highway
outside Walmgate and Micklegats Bars, and £36s.84. towards the

repair of roads beyond Yonk Bridge.

lMarried Jane, deushter of Willism Narrington, mayor in 1535

Skaife, v. 192).

Survived by wife, sons Robert, Leonerd, and John, and married
~deughters Tlizabeth Harrison, Mary and Ann Southedby, and
Katherine 1=11. The sons became freemen in 1558, 1565, and

1567 respectively (Ragister of Fresmen, I, 278; 1II,

Robert was chamverlain in 1566 (Ibid., II, 7).

Hancock, Robaert.

Will proved 15 Feb.1495 (Y.P.R. V, fol., 473).

7:8,)

Servant of Thomas Barton, mayor in 1450 (Skaife, p.63).

Freeman, described as grocer 1462 (Rezister of Froemen, I, 181), |

Chamberlein 1471 (Ivid. I, 190).
Sheriff 1477 (Regigter of Freeman U3, fol. 300).
Menmber of the twenty-four by 12
Mayor 1488 (Raszistsr of Freemen, I, 213). v

M.P, 1483, 1485 (TTedgwond, 1L, 721;York Civie Records,

His bequests included 403. to hils mothor.

Survived by wife, Matilda.

April 1430 (I.3. II, fol.\év).

I,131).

{ :
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Harrington, William,

| 420

Harper, John.
Freeman, described as merchant, 1471 (Register of Freemen,I,191).
Chamberlain 1478 (Ibid, I, 199). g
Sheriff 1481 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 300v). i
Member of the twenty-four by 9 Dec.1482 (H.B. II, fol.71). i
Mayor 1489 (Register of Freemen, I, 213). ‘ ;
Will proved 1D April,14%96 (Y.P.R. V, fol., 478). |
Governor of Merchant Adventurers Compony 1482 (York Mereers, p.322)
Inported miscellaneous goods valued at £l at HAull in 1471-72 5
) (K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17),
Goods of his in transit to Prussis seized in the Sound of?f
Denmerk in 1468 (U.B. IX, 369-70). /
Married Joan, daughter of Thomas Brounflete, sheriff in 1457
Survived by wife; will mentions no children, His wife
re-married a year later William Ratcliffe, esquire, of
Rilston-in-Craven (Skaife, p.91). !

i)
R
¢

Freeman, deseribed as grocer, 1500 (Register of Freemen,I,224), !
Sheriff 1531 (Register of Freemsn M3. Tol., 209v). 5
Mayor 1536 (Register of Freemen, I, 255). ' 1§
. Will proved 18 Feb. Io4l (Y.P.R. XI, fol. 497), g
In 1512 he was excused holding any municipal office for six
years end this exemptlion was extended in 1517 when he was
elected bailiff of the Liberty of St. Peter (Skaife, p.168),
Married in 1500 Katherine Johnson, widow; his second wife,
married in 1528, was Joan, daushter of John Norman, sheriff
in 1490 and widow of John Rasyn, alderman; and his third
wife, Emmot, was daughter of Richard Thornton, mayor in .
1502 and widow of John Tyndale of Overton (Skaife, p.1l68).
Survived by third wife, sons James snd Robert, who was a minor,
and daughter Jane, wife of Robert Hall, meyor in 1541,
James, merchant, freeman 1533, became mayor in 1560
(Skaife, p. 220).
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Hekkilton, Robert. )

Son of Gilbert Hekkilton; freeman, describded as fishmonger
1509 (Rerister of Fresmsn, I, 233).

Chamberlain 1633 (Ib1d. T, 252).

Sheriff 1535 (Register of Freemen M3. fol. 307).

Member of the twenty-four by 6 Nov.1536 (H,B, XIII, fol. 77v).

Mayor 1543 (Register of Freemen, I, 262). \

Will proved 2% Nov.lob68 (Y.P.R. XVIII, fol. 33).

Second wife, Alice, widow of Willlam Harper, sheriff in 1541

, : (Skaife, p. 218).

Survived by second wife, married daughter, Anne Shereburns, -
and son Sir Richard Hekkilton, who becams a freeman in 1554
(Register of Freemen, I, 274). Another son Gilbert,
merchant, became a ireeman in 1545 (Ibid. I, 265),

Helmesley, William de.

Custodien of Ouse Bridge 1371 (Register of Freemen MS.fol.518v).ﬁ
Chamberlain 1373 (Register of Freemen, I, 70). , ‘
Bailiff 1375 (Register of Freemen lis. fol, 293),

Member of the twenty-four by 22 Feb,1378 (M.B. I, 30).
- Mayor 1394 (Register of Freemen, I, 93), —
M.P. 1392 (Park, p.46).
Will made 5 Augz.1404, deseribed as draper (Y.P.R.III, f£0l.215-
, ~ A.A.S.R. XXXII, part i, 294-97), ’
Survived by son John. i

Hogeson, John.
Freeman, deseribed as merchant, 1517 (Register of Freemen,I,239). |
Chamberlain 1524 (Ibid. I,-245), ' i
M.P., 1542, (York Civic Records,.IV, 72).
- Goods agsessed at £20 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524 ;
o - ‘ : V(Y.AaJ. IV, 176)0 :
Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company 1531, 1532 i
' , (York Mercers, p.323). !
Exported 2 sacks of wool, shorlings end morlings valued at £4
10 cloths s.g. and miscellansous goods valued at £41 from Hﬁll
and imported thers 5 tuns wine eand miscellaneous goods velued
at £141 in 15625-26 (K.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).
Exgorteguilcloghi s.g)E gn%ﬁmiscellaneous goods valued at £10 ,
rom and importe sre miscellaneous 5
£12 in 1540-41 (Ibid. 64/15). goods valued at |
Resigned his gown in 1548 because of great noverty and was
granted an annuity of 4 marks (Skaife, p.183). g
Married a daushter of John Gilliot, Junior, mayor in 1490,1503 1t
'(Tom. V, 1511).
Son, John, merchant, freemen 1539 (RegzistsT of Freemen, I,259). |

: .
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Holbeck, Williem,

Freemen, described as mercer, 1425 (Register of Freemen, I,135).
Chamberlain 1437 (Ibid. I, 151). ! '
Sheriff 1439 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 296v).

Mayor 1449, 1458, 1470, 1471, 1472 (Register of Freemen, I,
leg, 177, 189-91). He was appointed In I47YI by the King
because of dissensions between citizens over the choice of
his suceessor (C.P.R, 1467-77, p.239), ,

M.P. 1450 (Wedgwood, II, 721).

Will proved 29 0Oct.1477 (Y.P.R. V, fol.22).

- Exported miscellaneous goods valued at £8 from Hull in
1430-31 (XK.R.Customs ‘Accounts 61/32). :
Owed 20 marks to Simon Eyre, aldermen of London, in 1454 /
(C.P.R, 1452-61, p.132). , :
Appointed Thomes Henrison of Londom, gentleman, as one of his
: executors.

Married by 1430, Agnes, daughter of John Aldestanmore, mayor .
in 1427 (Skaife, p.29). i

Survived by second wife Margeret, and son William, b

Holgate, Nicholas.

Son of John Holgate, merchant; freeman, deseribed as merchant
1430 (Register of Freemen, I, 143). h
Chamberlain 1445 (Ibid. I, 163). i
Sheriff 1448 (Registsr of Freemen MS. f01.298). . 3 i
Member of the twenty-four by 10 Sept.1455 (M.B. II, 198). ;
Mayor 1459 (Resister of Freemen, I, 178). ~— !
M.P. 1460 (Wedgwood, II, 7cl1). RN
Goods of his in transit to Prussia selzed in the Sound off =
~ Denmark in 1468.(U.B. IX, 369-70). . .
Married Agnes Radeliffe of York; his second wife wés Alice :
.~ daughter of Roger Burton, Town Clerk (Skzife, p.47). oy
Son, Thomas, morchant, freeman 1492 (Register of Freemen I,217).|
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Holme, Robert, senior.

Born at Holme on the Wolds (A.A.S.R. XXVIII art 1i, 838- .
Freeman, described as mercer, 1547 (Registeé gf Freeéen IGlio)
Bailiff 1353 (Register of Freemen S, Tol. 291v). P )
Chamberlain 1352 (Register of Freemen, I, 45),

Mayor 1368 (Ibid. I, 64).

M.P. 1364, 1372 (Park, pp. 44-45).

Will proved 30 Sept, 1396 (Y.P.R., I, fol.l00; 2£.A.S.R. XXVIII

part ii, 838-61), ’

Exported 148 sacks of wool from Hull in 1378-79 (X.R.Customs

Accounts 59/2),

Exnorted 394 sacks of wool and 61 cloths s,g., from Hull 4n
1391-92 (Ibid., 59/24). -

Owed £6 by Henry Lytster of Helmsley (C,P.R, 1388-92, p.66).

His cash bequests, which amounted to £1,400, included £20 to the
fabric of the inster, £20 to the poor on the day of his burial
£20 each to the convents of Kirkham and Malton, £5 to the !
fabric of Beverley Minster, 100 marks for the fathers of poor
families, especially those from whom hils servants had purchased
wool, and £400 for his executors to found a chantry to his
memory in the Uinster if the Dean and Chapter would agree, He
nade legacies to three dyers, one of them living in Pontefract
and three other persons with the surname Litster. Six male
servants and two men formerly in his service received legacies
which in two cases amounted to 40 marks, ’

Buried in the chapel of St. James, Iloly Trinity Church,
Goodramgate, where he founded a chantry. The stone shields st
either side of the chapel arch are sald to bear his coat of arms
and his merchant-mark (A.A.5.R. XXVIII, part 11, 840; G.Benson
Iatsr Medieval York, p.102). ’

Survived by illegitimate son Robert, mentioned below,

Holme, Robert, Jjunior.

Son of Robert Holme mentioned above; freemen 1396 (Register of
Freemsn, I, 907,

Sheriff 1399 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. £94v),

Mayor 1413 (Register of Freemoen, I, 117), .

M.P. 1414 (Perk, p.46).

Will proved 21 Oet. 1433 (Y.P.R, III, £0l.365), :

His cash bequests included £5 to the fabric of the chureh of
St. Maurice, £10 for a funeral feast for friends and
neighbours, 10s to each of his servants, and £30 to his
daughter, He bequeathed tenements in Monkgate, Davygate,
Ousegate, Coppergate, Jubbergete, and Peter Lane Little, to
his wife and two children,

Survived by wife, Margaret, son Thomas, and daushter Xatherine.

L




@‘ v
® & ¢
&/ R ’

§
)

S

ST. JAMES' CHAPEL, HOLY TRINITY, GOODRAMGATE, YORK:
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Holme, Thomas.

Brother of Robert Holme, senior, mentioned above; freeman,
described as mercer, 1354 (Register of Freemen, I, 49).

Bailiff 1366 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 292v).

Mayor 1374 (Register of Freemen, I, 71). . ' e

M.P. 1385, 1687 (Park, p. 45). _

will proved 8 Nov. 1406 (Y.P.R. III, fol.254; A.A.S.R. XXVIII

| part 1i, 862-715. ~

Exported 105 sacks of wool from Hull in 1378=-79

(K. R.Customs Accounts 59/2).

Exported 15 sacks of wool and 43 cloths s.g. from Hull in
1391~-92 (Ibid. 59/24). : ,

Imported 6 tuns of woed valued at £18 at Hull in 1393-99

: : (Ivia. 159/11).
Pald ulnage on 70 cloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept.1394 - Mich.1395
, (Yorks. Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95).
owed £2 by Robert Litster of Knaresborough(GP.R.1388-92, p.306).
Sued Thomas de Barowe of Kingston on Thames, dyer, for debt
T o (C.C.R. 1377-81, 0. 523).

His bequests included 30s to the poor in his maigson dieu on
Castle Hill, 10s. to the poor in the maison dieu of hisg
brother Robert, and 20s. for the purchase of shoes for the
poor in York. : »

Possessed property in York, Newark, Featherstone, and Pontefract
and a quarry at Stapleton; tenements in Calais Jointly ownea
with his brother Robert (A.A.S.R. XXVIII, part ii, 862-71)

Will mentions no childrenl; survived by wife Katherine, )
daughter of Walter Frost.

Holme, William.

Son of Reginald Holme, fuller; freemen, described as
waxchandler, 1521 (Register of Freemen, I, 243).
Chamberlain 1529 (Ibid. I, 249). ,
Sheriff 1535 (Register of Freemen LS. fol. 307).
Member of the twenty-four by 6 Nov.1536 (H.B. XIII, fol, Tv)
Mayor 1546 (Register of Freemen, I, 265). . *
M. P. 1547, 1553-55, 1558 (York Civic Records,IV,164;V,87,109, 135

Will proved 5 Dec.1553 (Y.P.R.XV,part iii, fol.229). 189J,

Survived by wife,Margaret, esons Robert, Peter, a
unmarried daughters Elizabeth and Ellen, ana mggrﬁgginald,
daughters Alice Gatshall and Cecily Colleges. Robert merchant
beceme a freeman in 1547 (Register of Freemen, I, 26%) ’
Reginald, capper, became a freeman in 1559 (Ibid. I, 2&9).

Hornéby,:Ralph,de;

Freeman, degcribed as draper, 135 £

Chamberiain 1356 (Ibid. I; 50). 1 (Reglater of Freemen, 1, 44).
Balliff 1359 (Register of Freecmen MS. fol. 292).

Mayor 1376 (Register of Freemen, I, 73).

Exported 20 sacks of wool from Hull in 1378-79 (K.R;custams

Accounts 59/2)

N
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Houeden, John de.

Bailiff 1374 (Register of Freemen M3, fol. 293).

Momber of the twenty-four by 22 Feb.1378 (1LB. I, 30).

Mayor 1386 (Register of Freemen, I, 83).

M.P. 1384, 1 , 1288, 1391 (Park, p.4b).

Paid ulnage on & cloths s.g. in York, 6 Sept.l394 - Uich,1395
: (Yorks.Woollen Trade, pp. 47-95).

Exported 10 cloths s.g. and 97 sacks of wool from Hull in

- 1391-92 (XK.R.Customs Accounts 59/24).

A ship laden at Skanis in Denmark with a cargo of herrings
belonging to him and other York merchants was wrecked at
Rawecliffe, Yorks. on its wey to Hull (C.P.R, 1331-85, p.505),

Hovyngham, Roger de.

Mayor 1366 (Register of Freemen, I, 62).

M,P. 1356, 1507, 1360 (Park, p.44). '

One of the English merchants governing Calals as an alderman
in 1263 (Rymer, III, part 1i, 691, 693).

Jackson, Peter.

Freemen, described as marchant, 1510 (Registoer of Freemen,I, 233)

Y

Custodian .of Cuse Bridge 1512 (Register of Freemen ii3.f0l.328v).
Chamberlain 1517 (Register of Freemen, I, 239).
Sheriff 1520 (Register of Freemen Mo. fol. 305v),
Mayor 1526 (Register of Freemen, I, 246).
M,P, 1529 (Park, p.49; York Oivie Records, ITI, 13s),
Will proved 20 Jan.1531 (Y.P.R.XI, fol.l. The will'is torn and
almost illegidble).
Goods assessed at £20 in the ILay Subsldy Returns of 1524
(Y.A.J. IV, 179).
Governor of Mesrchant Adventurers’ Company 1523, 1524, 1525
, (York Mercers, p.323).
Exported 8 sacks of wool, shorlings and morlings valued at £4,
30 eloths s.g. and miscellancous goods valued at £53 fronm
- Hull, snd imported there & tuns wine and miscellancous goods
valued at £127 in 1525-26 (X.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).
Possesged monsy, goods, and chattels, at his death which were
stated to be worth 1,000 marks (E.C.P. 660/34),. '
Son, James, mserchant, freeman 1538 (Recistaer of Freemen, I, 258).
Daughter, Alice, married Peter, son 6f John Gilliot, mayor in
1490 and 1503 (T.E, V, 15n).
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Jameson, Thomas.

. Son of William Jameson; freeman 1486 (Rssister of Freemen, I,211)
Chamberlain 1492 (Ibid. I, 216). ‘
Sheriff 1497 (Register of Freemen M3, fol. 302v).
Member of the twenty-four by 22 Oct.1498 (H.B. VIII, f0l.29),
Mayor 1504 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 228).

Will proved 27 April 1508 (Y.P.R. VII, fol. 26).
Governor of Msrchant Adventurers! Conmpany 1506 (YbﬂCIerﬂﬁ,p.zzs

Arranged to purchase 4 fothers of lead from John letealfe,
mayor in 1497, for £14 (E.C.P. 148/2), :

Survived by wife Isabel, sons Thomas, John, William and
Michael, and daughters Natllda and Margarst. The four sons
merchants, became freemen in 1508, 1515, 1521 and 1522 '
respectively (Register of Freemen, I, 232, 237, 243, 244),
Thomas became chamberlain in 1519 (Ibid. I, 240), ,

Johnson, Robert.

Freeman, described as spicer, 1465 (Register of Freemsn,I,185)
Chamberlain 1484 (Ibid. I, 207). PTER .
Sheriff 1487 (Registar of Freemen M3, fol. 301),
Member of the twenty-four by Jan.1489 (H.B. II, fol.198v),
Mayor 1496 (Register of Freemen, I, 220).
Will proved Y.P,R. V, f0l1,510; T.%:, Iv,120),
Exported 13 cloths s.g. from Hull and imnorted Ihere
miscellaneous goods valued at £17 in 1471-72 (X.R.Customs
, Accounts 62/17),
Married Ellen, widow of Wllliam Ilancock, anothecary, who died
in 1485; she sub3csquently married John Stockdale, mayor in

1501 (Skaife, p.69).
Survived by wife, and daughters laude and Janet.

Kent, John.

Apprentice of Thomas Kirkham, mayor in 1435 (A.A.S.R, XXXV,
' " e part 1,7 66-9),
Freemon, described &s marchant, 1438 (Resister of Froeme
Chambsrlein 1456 (Ibid. I, 175}. men,I,153),
Sheriff 1460 (Reglster of Freemen MS. fol., 298v).
Mayor 1466 (Registsr of Fresmsn, I, 185),
gill proved I7 June 1468 (Y.P.R. IV, fol. 53).
overnor of Merchant Adventurers!?! Company 1463 (Yort Vera
Survived by wife Marion and various unspecified(c 1I%§§ﬁs p. 322
Son, Henry, merchant, became a freeman in 1470 (Register of
' Freemen, I, 190).
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Kirke, George.

Son of William Atte Xirke, esquire of Barnoldby ILines.
(Skaife, p.113).

Freeman, described s marchant, 1475 (Rezister of Freemen ,I,195)

Chamberlain 1485 (Ibid. I, p08)

Sheriff 1487 (Registazr of Freemen MS. fol. 301).

Member of the twenty-four by 24 Feb.1489 (H.B. VI, fol,1l44).

Mayor 1495, 1512 (Register of Freemen, I, 219, ~55).

M, P, 1497 (Eedgaooi IT, 721Y¥ork Civ Record ,IT ,128)
Will proved 6 Feb, 1514 (vY.P.R. VIII, % I, 1177, *
Governor OL Merchant Adventurers' Compeny 1490, 1491
(York Nproers, p. 323).
Survived by wife Haude, ‘end sons Williaw, Antony, and George,
Williem, morchant, became a freeman in 1515 (Register of
Fraemon, I, 237). Ths other two sons were eE??ZEEETEEE os
merchants in 1527 (Ibid. I, 248), Antony was made
chamberlain in 1540 (Ivid. I, 259).

Kirke, Thomas.

Freeman, described es mercer, 1411 (Ragister of Freemsn, I, 115),.
Chsmberlein 1430 (Ibid. I, 143). " )
Sheriff 1432 (Registcr of Freemen lS. £01.295),

Mayor 1441 (Regigter of FTreemen, I, 157).

Will proved 10 April 1442 (Y.P.R. II, fol. 34).

Governor of Merchant Advanturers! Comnany 1436-41

(Yorlz Uercers, p.322),
- Exported 10 white cloths and miscsllancous goods valued at £9
from Tull in 1430-31 (K.R. Customs Accounts 61/732),

Survived by wife Alice, and sons John, Robart, and Nicholes;
John, mercer, 4Z§cﬂm° a freeman in 1430 (Register of
Freemen, I, 1 Hilcholas and Robert were entrs
meresrs in 1441 (Ivid. I, 159). rachised as
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Kirkham, Thomas.

Freemoan, deserided as merchant, 1402 (Register of Fresmen,I,106)
‘Custodian of Ouse Bridge 1411 (RegistoT of Freemon 1s. Tol.320v)
Chamberlnin 1421 (Resistar of Fresmen, I, 130).
Sheriff 1422 (Reglster of Freemen 3, fol. £9&v),
Menber of the twenty-four by 13 April 1424 (11,3, II, 110).
Yayor 1435 (Resmister of Frzemen, I, 149)., —
Will proved 6 lay 1457 (Y,P.R., IIT, f0l.486; A,2,3,R, ¥XXV,
¥ part 1, 66-9),
Exported 2 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1430-31 (X.R.Customs
, Accounts 61/32).
Possessed propsrty in the clty and county in 1436 which yielded
en annual net income of £5 (Exchequer, Lay Subsidies 217/42),
His bequests ineluded £20 esch to his fivs children, £20 for
the marringe of poor maids end virging in the city, and 6
narks to Jokn Kent, his epprentice, who became mayor in 1466,
APp01nzzd es an executor to his will Thomas Crathorns, mayor
in 1445,
Survived by sons Richard and Thomes, ond dauvghters ilice, Joan
and Katharine; Richard, merchant, beecame e freeman in 143) ’
(R2gister of Freemen, I, 144),

‘Lamb, william.

Froeman, (describsd es merchant, 1442 (Ragister of Fresmsn,I,160).
Custodian of Ounse 3ridge 1461 (Razistsr of’Freeman"ﬁ§T?3I.3§4v).J
Chamberlain 1464 (Rszister of Frosmen, I, 183),
Sheriff 1468 (Regizlor of Freéomen ho. fol. 299).
Mayor 1475 (Register of Trasmen, I, 195).
Will proved Z July I1Z8%4 (Y¥.P.R. V, fol. 223).
Exported 14 cloths s.gz. from Hull in 1471-72 (K.R.Customs
: Accounts 62/17),

Goods of his in transit to Prussia soizad in the Sound off

Denmerk in 1468 (U,.B. IX, 369-70). ‘
His bequssts 4neluds® s, to the fadric of Ripley church,
Survived by wife Zathsrine, daushter Agnes, and son Thomos.,

The son, merchant, became n freemsn in 1487 (Register of

: Ireemsn, I, 2127,
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Lancaster, Nicholsas.

Son of John Lancaster, merchant; freeman, described as clerk
and merchant, 1472 (Register of Freemen, I, 192).
__Elected town clerk in 1477 and resigned in 1480 (I.E. IV, 205n).
Mayor 1485, 1493 (Register of Freemen, I, 208, 217). .-
M.P. 1487, 1489 (Wedgwood, II, 721; York Civic Records, II, 31).

Langton, John de.

Son of Nicholas de Langton, Jjunior, mentioned below (Skaife,

Survey, p.419). ‘
Balliff 1346 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 291v).

Mayor 1352-63 (Register of Freemen, I, 45-57). His long term
of office appears to have been forcibly terminated by the
citizens (C.P.R. 1364-67, p.208; M.B. I, 16). An attempt to
secure re-clection in 1872 in opposition to John de Gisburne
led to such disorder that the King forbade either candidate to
hold the office that year, although Gisburne did in fact
become mayor (C.C.R. 1369=T4, p.275; Reglster of)Freemen MS.

) fOlo 7 .

Dead by 5 Nov. 1373 when the Archbishop of York granted the
wardship snd marrisge of his son John to the rector of Holy
Cross and Willieam Gra of York (Skaife, Survey, p.273).

In January 1343 he did homage to the Archbishop of York for
lands in Huddleston, and he also held lands from the
Archbishop in Fenton and elsewhere (Ibid. pp.273, 419. See
elso his blography in the Skaife MSS). '

Langton, Nicholas de, senior.. ' .

Bailiff 1286 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 288v).

Mayor 1297, 1298, 1306 (Register of Freemen, I, 6, 7, 10).
Held 12 bovates of land in West Lutton (Skaife, Survey, D.273).
Son, Nicholes, mentioned below.

Langton, Nicholas de, Jjunior.

Son of Nicholas de Langton mentioned above (Chancer
Ad Quod Dampnum, 194/4; Skaife, Survey, £.275). v Inquisitions
Mayor 1322-33, 1339-41 (Register of Freemen MS. fols. 4, 5)
Lord of the Maor of Heworth near York (Skaife, Survey, —’
. p§52$75, 325). | ’
n 1 when an inquiry was held to determine whether h
be given permission to grant 6 marks rent to support : gﬁﬁ:%gy
chaplain in Holy Trinity in Curia Regis 1t was stated that he
received another 100 shillings a year in rents fram property
in York (Chancery, Injuisitions Ad Quod Dampnum, 194/4).
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Lawson, George.

Freeman, déscribed as merchant, 1527 (Register of Freemen, I, 248)

Elected an aldermen in Dec.1527 (Skaife, p.187a).
.Excused serving as sheriff in Sept.1528 on peyment of 220 to
the city chemberlains (York Civie Records, III, 115).

Meyor 1530 (Register of Treemen, 1, 250).

M.P. 1529, 1046 (Yorx Civic Records, III, 174; IV, 3).

Dead by 24 Moy, 1543 (State Papers, Henry VIIT, V, 297).
Goods agsessel at £200 in the Loy Subsicy Returns of 1524
~ (Y.A.J. IV, 172).

Knigshted in 1530 (Skaife, p.187n).

Served Henry VIII in various.cepacities in the North of Enzleond,

Mester meson et Berwlek~uvon-Tweed in 1515, (Letters and
Pevers, II, part i, Tos. 450, 973). lade tretsurer of fhe

town In 1517 (Letters end Pepers, II, part il, o.3273) ana

continued to hold The o7Tice unlil his death. (Letters ena
Praeras, V-VIII, XI-YXVIII, possim). Ile wes also Tor & Tims
Cofferer of the Duke of Richmond's Touseholl (Reid, »,10%n.
‘State Papers, Henry VIII, IV, 455n.) , )

Son, Thomas, meyor in 1562; married Christiana, devshter of
Huch Atkinson of Castleford (Skaife, p.210).

Lemeaton, Richord.

Freemen, deseribed es merchent, 1440 (Re~igter of Freemen,I,156)

Chamberlsin 1446 (Ibid. I, 164).

Sheriff 1447 (Resgister of Treemen 3. fol.2

Yayor 14556 (Re~ister of Treemen, I, 174),

M.P, 1459 (vedswood, IL, 721Y.

Iis imports ot Hull te tween 6 April end llicheelmas 1453

“included 2% tuns of woaod velued o 218 (¥X.R.Custons

fccounts 61/71).

Merchant of the Steple at Calais (C.P.R. 1446-52, 1.316).
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Lewes, John.

Freemen, desceribeé es teilor, 1517 (Rerigstsr of Freemen,I,239),

Chemberlein 1532 (Ibid, I, 251).
Sheriff 1537 (Rexister of Freemen 173. f0l.307).
Hember of the twenty-four by 5 Mov.1538 (H.RB. YIIT A, fol.8),.
ieyor 1550 (Resigter of TFreemon, I, 269).
Will proved TI Fept.IS08 (Y.P.R. XIII, fo0l.1005).
Merried Ann, ceuchter of John Apovleyerd of fleslinzton,
gentlemen, and sister of Thomes Apnleyard, mayor in 1551.
- : (Skeife, p.197). :
Surv1v§d by wife, son John, wimarried ceughter Jane, and
morried deushters larseret Shillitoo, snd Anne Thykpenny.
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Marsﬁall, Christopher.

Freeman, described as gentleman, 1452 (Register of Freemen,I,l172!
Chemberlein 1460 (Ibid. I, 179), | ; P
Sheriff 1461 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 298v).
Member of the twenty-four by 2 Oct.1464 (M.B. II, 208).
Mayor 1473 (Register of Freemen, I, 192). - - .
Administration of his estate granted 27 July 1481

- (Y.P.R. V, £01.109),
alued at £14 at MHull in 1471-72
(K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).

Son, Williem, freeman 1478 (Resister of Freemen, I, 200).
Son, Richard, grocer, freemen 1492 (IbId. I, 21I7).

Imported miscellansous goods v

Marshall, John.
Freemen, described as mercer, 1445 (Register of Freemen, I1,163),

Chamberlain 1455 (Ibid. I, 174). o
Sheriff 1457 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 298v).

Mayor 1467, 1480 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 186, 201).
M.P. 1467 (Wedgwood, II, 7zl). _
Will proved 22 June 1487 (Y.P.R. V, fol. 311).
- Exported 34 sacks of wool from Hull and imported miscellencous
goods there valued ot £83 in 1471-72 (K.R.Customs,&mmxm362/l7)
Merchant of the Staple et Calais (C.P.R. 1446-52, P.323).
- Married Joan, dasughter of Richard Bukden, mayor in 1444
' ’ (Skaife, p.76).
Son, Roger, goldsmith, freeman 1482 (Register of Freemen,I,204)
Son, William, nerchant of the Staple at Calais, freeman 1450 ]
(Ipid.'I, 215); will proved 11 Jen.1492 (Y.P,R. V, fol.424).

Mason, Thomas.

Son of Willlam Mason, chamberlain 1493 (T.®. V, 269),
Custodian of 'Ouse Bridge 1510 (Register of Freoemen 15.01.328v)
Chamberlain 1514 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 236). ‘

Sheriff 1518 (Register of Freemen M5, fol.305v).
I, 248).

Mayor 1528 (Register of Freemen, ,
Will proved ¥ April 1529 (Y.P.R. IX, f01.435; 7.E. V 269)
Bequeathed a windmill to Agnes, his wife. - ’
Survived by wife, a2nd son John.
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lMeke, Robert le.

Bailiff 1299 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 289),

Mayor 1310 (Register of Freemen, I, 12). Ie held the office
again in 1319, after the death of Nicholas le Flemynz at the
battle of Myton, 1320, and 1321 (C.C.R. 1318-23, p,214:
Register of Freemen M3. fol., 4v). ; B

Owed £100 by John de Merkyngfeld, cenon of the Minster
: | o (C.P.R. 1318-23, 1.669),

Metcalfe, John.

Freeman, described as merchant, 1481 (Register of Freemen.T 204)
Chamberlein 1491 (Ibid. I, 215). . ; » P
Sheriff 1494 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 302).

Member of the twenty-four by 15 Jan.1496 (H.B.VII,Vfol.142v)
Mayor 1498 (Register of Freemen, I, 222), *
M.P, 1497 (Wedgwood, II, 72l;¥ork Civic Records, II, 128)

Dead by 2 Dec,150Z, when Alan Staveley elected an slderman in
place of John lMetcalfe deceased (York Civic Records,II, 179)
Governor of lerchant Adventurers? Company,l497(YbnkL@raué o) 525)
Sued chaplain of Lord Serope of Bolton, for non-delivery éf' )
4 fothers of lecd at York in settlement of dedt of £12 owine
to him,.,  He hed arranged to supply this arount of lend to -

Thomas Jameson, mayor in 1504, for the sum of £14, ang ‘
Thomas Jameson was distressed at its non-delivery (E.C.P, 148/2)
. Married by 1491, Ellen, daughter of John Fereby, mayor in 1478

and 1491 (T.E. III, 179).

Moreton, John de.

Possibly son of Roger ée Noreton, the mayor mentioned above
(£.A.S,R., XXXII, part 11, 592; Skeife, p. 248), '
Sheriff 1408 (Register of Freemen MS. fol, 295), o
. Mayor 1418 (Register of Freemen, I, 126).
M.P, 1421 (Park, p. 47). . '
Will proved 16 Dec.1434 (Y.P,R, III, £01.400; ‘A,A.S.R. XXXIT
, ‘ : part 11, 592.3y.. ’
Married Margaret, daughter of John de Berden, mayor in 1378 -
. (Y.P.R. I, fols, 95, 100). '
Exported 57 cloths s.gz., and miscellaneous goods valued at £38
s frgm Tull én 1430-5115K.R.Customs Lccounts 61/32),
urvived by deughter Ellen, and son John: he begu
100 marks for her marrisge to be raiseé in ann&aiafgggaﬁéizgs
of £10 from his lands end tenements in York snd elsewhere
Another daughter, Allece, married Richard Wartre, mayor in.

1436 and 1451 (Skaife, p.23),
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Moreton, Roger de.

Freeman, described as mercer, 1362 (Register of Freemen, I, 56),

Bailiff 1367 (Register of Frecmen MST"?bI.E§2v). -

Mayor 1372 (Register of Freemen, I, 69).

Vas living in the parish of St. Saviour in 1381 (York Poll

Tax Relurns, p.65).

Died on 5 June 1382, and was buried under o bluc merble slab
in the chancel of his parish church (Torr, p.36).

N.B, Another mercer of this name beeame a freeman in 1351

~ (Register of Freemen, I, 44), held office as bdailiff in 1365
(Register of Fresmen MS. £01.292v), and was living in the
parish of 5t. Martin in Coney Street In 1381 (York Poll Tax
Returns, p.40). His will was proved 2 Dec.1390 (Y.?.R. I,
R . fol. 14; T.B. I, 133).

——

Nelson, Thomas.

Freeman 1433 (Reglister of Freemen, I, 147).
Chamberlain 1442 (Ibid, I, 159).
Sheriff 1447 (Register of Freemen S, fol, 298).
Mayor 1454, 1465 (Register of Freemen, I, 173, 185),
M.P, 1453 (Wedgwood, II, 721).
17ill proved 22 March 1483 (Y.P.R. V, fo0l.212),
Imported miscellaneous goods valued at £2 at Hull in 1471.-72
' (X,R.Customs Accounts 62/17),
* His imports at Hull between 6 Aprll and Michaelmas 1453 included
4 tuns of woed and other goods valued at £66 (Ibid. 61/71).
Merchant of the Staple at Calals (Wedgwood, I, 625),.
Complained that in 1440 the men of Denzig had egrrested goods of
his valued ot £20 (H.R. 1431-76, II, 542),
Owed £3 by Willian Dylcok of Snaith, Yorks. (C.P.R. 1452-61, p, 384)
Owed £2 by Richard Wynton of Bolton-on-Dearne,Yorks, chaplain, end
£9 by John Sharpe of Hedon, draper (C.P.R. 1467-77, pp. 9, 431)
Owed £60 in 1481 by a gentleman of VWaterhay in the parish of
Rothwell, four husbondmen of Tollerton, end & husbandman of
Alne (M.B. II, 274).
Bequeathed 100 marks eazceh to his two sons, Villiom end Thonmas;
Thomas in sddition was to receive tenements in Hull, Cottinzhum
" Doncaster, Halifex, Bolton-on-Dearne, Fenton, Tast cnd West '
Hutton, and tenements 1A Thursday liarket end Finkle Street,
York,  William wss to be given tenements in Riceall,
Poppleton and Sherburn, and 2ll tenements in York not
bequeathed to Thomas above, In the event of one brother
dying before he became of age, his share reverted to the other.
His other bequests 1niluded £20 for ths marriage of poor
maidens, and £20 to his servant Thomas Dayvell for
falthful service. ’ good and
Survived by morried daughter Agnes Wastnes, and sons Thomas,

~end William mentioned below.

1
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Nelson, williem.

Jecond son of Thonns Nzslson msntionsd above.

Froomsn, described as morchant, 1488 (Razistier of Freerem, I,813)
Chraverlsin 1489 (Ivid, I, 213). ‘ '
Shariff 1495 (Register of Froeenmon ¥M3. fol., 302).

Membar of the twenty-four by 14 Dec.14956 (H.3, VIII, fol,13).
Mayor 1500 (Reaistsor of Freemsn, I, 224). He was chosen mayor
azain in 1517, whilst = prisoner in Loadoan; the olection

wog annulled by the Xing who appointed John Dogeson mavor in
his nlace (Skaife, p. 114n), o
., P, 1504, 1510, 1512, 1515 (wedgwood, II, 721).
Will proved 12 April 1525 (Y,P.R. IX, f0l.203; T,%,. V,198),
Governor of Merchent Adventurers' Compony 1499 (York Marcars,
NEEDR
Goods e33essed ot 40 marizs in the Lay Subsidy Returnspof 1%24
- (Y.A.J. IV, 188).
liis beguests ineluded 20s. for The repair of Ouse Bridge, snd -
40s. for the marriage of poor maldens; bequsathed tenesments
in Grimston, Rieccall, lelhouse, Kelfeld, =nd Aicastsr, to his
wife. : : v
Married Jenot, daughter of John Korton, esquire, of Bilbroush
near York (Skaife, p.114). ' T
Survivad by wife, deushters Zatherine, Janet, and Merzaret
and sons Christophsr, Williem, snd Thomas. -Katherine ’
merried William Gascolgne (Skeife, 1.169).  Jonet morried
Richard Ienston (Ibid.. p.185). lergoret married «
John Aire (Ibid.. p.184). Charistophor merriad Dorothy
drughter of Sir Thomas Fairfax of Walton snd Gilling "t
' ' (Ivid. p,153),

Newton, John.

Freemon, deseribed es dyer, 1469 (Resister of Froeme: | ‘
Chembarlein 1473 (Ibid.yl,’192), : n, I, 189).
Sheriff 1474 (Register of Freemen S, fol. 299v).
icmber of the twenty-four by 1 5ept.l477 (H.3, I, £0l.65),
Mayor 1483 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 205).
Resigned his gown in 1492 becouse of severe illness

- "~ (3kaife, p.72).
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Norman, John.

Son of John Norman, msrchant, sheriff in 1490 (7.E, V, 213).

Fresmon, desceribad ss merchent, 1503 (Resister "?“Froen@n 1,227

Chanmberlain, 1512 (Ibid. I, 205)

Sheriff 1514 (Register of. Freemen 1IS. fol. 205).

Member of the twenty-four by 15 Jan.1516 (H.B. IX, fol. 83)

Mayor 1524 (Register of Freemen, I, 245).

M.P. 1523 (York Civic Records, III, 86).

Will proved 1 Dec.l1525 (Y.P.R. IX, fol. 527' I.B. VvV, 213).

Exported miscellaneous goods vulued at £22 from . Hull and
imported there miscellaneous goods valuea at £70 in 1525-2

(K R.Customs Accounts 202/5),

Governor of Merchant Adventurerﬂ' Company 1515, 1516,
(York Mercers, p.323).

Goods assessed at £40 in the Lay Subsidy Refurns of 1524
(Y,A.J. IV, 176),

His bequests included £100 and property inm York, Ripon, and
Tadcaster. to his son Antony; 40 rmarks for his executors to
purchase an annuity of £2 or lands ylelding £2 a year towards
the support of a chaatry at the church of All Saints Pavement;
£2 to the city for the repalr of the common staith, and £2
for the repair of the road near 3%, Nicholes Church outside

‘elmrate Bar.,

Third wife, Ann Birley of Gateforth (Skzifs, p.176),

Ona of his Qistcro married John Thornton, m yor in 1514 =zna
another married John Rasyn, alderman (T £. V, 215).

Survived by sons Antony and George end dauzhters Ann end Joan;
George and Ann were minors Joan married Richard Thornton,
son of John Thornton, mayor in 1514 (®,C.P. 908/18, 20, 21).
George, merchant, became a frcemen in 1528 (Rﬂ"istor of
Freenmen, I, 249); married Alice, dauzhter of Roser Legh,
osquire, of Middleton nesr Leeds (Skaife, p.201).

North, John. -

Son of Richard North, sheriff in 1513 (Skaife, p.300).
Froeman, described as tanner, 1515 (Rezistor of Freemen, I,237),
Chomberlain 1527 (Ibia, I, ~47)
Mpmbor of the twenty-four by 1 Jen.1521 (H,3. XI, fol.103). |
lleyor 1538 on the death of John Shew, and 1554 (R,“istpr of iy
Freemen, I, 257, 274).
M.P, 1645,1553, (York Givic Records,IV, 123; 92) - |
will Drovcd 23 Auz.1558 (Y.P.R. XV, part 11, fol 289). |
Goods essessed at 40 rarks in the Ifv Subsidy Returns of 1524 :
(Y.x.J v, 182). ;
Begueathed his wife property velded at &7 12s., & year,
Married Agnes, dauvshter of Jokn Roger, sheriff in 1584
(Skaife, p.300).
rchent, who hecame s ;
en, I, ~60) '

gurvived by wife snd son uichcré ma
gam
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Northeby, John.

Servent of Willisnm Vescy, meresr, who bYecusathed him £20 for
faithful service (Shaw, p.87). '
Freaoman, described ss morchont, 1402 (Reelster of Frosmsn, I,106
Charmberlain 1408 (Ibid. I, 110). '
Sheriff 1409 (Regilster of Freeman 1153, fol, 295)
Yayor 1416 (Register of Treemor, I, 123).
M.P. 1414, 1479, 1423 (Perk, pp. 46-7).
will proved 14 Oet,1432 (Y.P,RB, II, £01.619; ~,2,S.R. XXX1I,
_ port 11} 522-91),
Reccived licence to export 3% sacks of wool free of customs
duty from Hull (C,.P.R, 1422-29, pp. 348, 385).
His veguests ineluded £:00 cach to his two sons, £40 to
Fmma de Kirkedby, his servant, 100 marks to his Qaushter
Margoret i€ his goods were sufficient, end L1 each to tha
churches of DBubwith and Izminsbroush,
-~ Married widow of Hush Hendy of Hull (C,C,R._1413-192, p.107),
 Survived by wife, sons Williem ond JoIn, who Wers both under
1¢ yesvs of ogs, end Gaushter largsaret.  Ainothsr Czushter
¥atilds, not mentioned in his will, married Nicholas Usflote,

ayor in 1428 (Skaife, p.32).

Ornmeshed, Willisn.

¥reemon, describsd ez merchant, 1404 (Registor of Freewen,I,107)

Chemberlein 1411 (Idbid, I, 114). ’ )

Sheriff 1415 (Register of Fraemen M3, 0l.29¢5).

Member of the twanty-four by 7 June 1417 (1,2, II, 62).

Moyor 1425, 1433 (Registor of Treemsn, I, 105, 146),

M,P. 1421, 1425, 1400 (PSrk, D.

¥W1ill proved 23 Sept.1437 (Y.P.R. III, £0l1.503; A.A.S.R. XXxIv,

‘ part 1, 212« .

‘Possaessed property in the city and comnty ian 1436 whiech yisldead
an smunl net income of £18 (Ixehaquor, Lay Subsidies 217/42)

Exported 10 ecloths s.7. from Hull in 1430-31 (X.R.Customs
‘ Leccounts 61/32).

Received licence to export 1l sacks cf wool frce of customs
‘duty from Tull (C.P.R., 1422-29, », 385). ,

His bequests included £0 to kis servent John TFell, 53s.4d, to
Thomas Baleby enother servant, £80 to four chaplsing to
celsbrate divins serviece for three years for the sood of his
soul, and £20 for vestments in his parishk church.

Maizégd Ellen, daushtor of Thomas dsl Gers, sealor, mayor in

Survived by wife, and daushters Joan and Isadbel. '

7
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Parkour, Thomas. o o e

Freeman, -described as tailor, 1487 (Register of Freemen, I, 212).
custodian of Ouse Bridge 1498 (Register of Freemen Ms.fol:527v).
‘Chamberlain 1500 (Register of Freemen, I, 224) -
Sheriff 1502 (Register of Freemen MS. fol.303). :
Member of the twenty-four by 15 Oct.l1503 (H.B. IX, fol. 9).
Mayor 1520 (Register of Freemenm, I, 241). . |
Administration of his estate granted 6 Nov.1528(Y.P.R. IX,f0l.430)
Goods ascessed at £18 in the Lay Subslidy Returns of 1524
(L.A.J. IV, 173).

-

o i

[

Paycock; Robert.

FPreeman, described as merchant, 1533 (Register of Freemen,I,252)
Chamberlain 1537 (Ibid. I, 255). —
gheriff 1540 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 308).

Mayor 1543, 1567 (Register of Freemen, I, 267; II, 8).
M. P. 1558 (York Civic Records V, 189), - _
Will proved 20 June 1578 (Y.P.R. XIX, fol. 118).

‘@overnor of Merchent Adventurers' Company 1542, 1543, 1563

1564, 1565 (York Mercers, pp. 32&=4). ’
Imported 29 tune wine end mlscellaneous goods valued at £12 at
Hull in 1540-41 (K.R.Customs Accounts 64/15). - -

‘survived by wife Anne, sons James, Christorher, and Richarqd,
and daughters Agnes and Dorothy. James, merchant, became a
freeman in 1570 (Register of Freemen, II, 11). Two other
sons, William and Robert, became freemen in 1561 and 1570
respectively (Ibid. II, 3, 11). :

Petty, John.

Freeman, described as glasier, 1471 (Register of Freemen,I,101
Custodian of Quse Bridge,1485 (Register of Frecmen Ms.fol.ézsvg
Chamberlain 1488 (Register of Freemen, I, 213).

Sheriff 1494 (Regicter of Freemen MS. fol. 302).
Member of the twenty-four by 13 Jan,1496 (H.B. VII, fol.142)

Meyor 1503; died in office (Register of Freemen, I, 251).
Will proved 13 Dec.1508 (D.& C.Library, Registers of wills, II

. T fol. 76; T.E. IV, 333). P
His bequests included 6 tables of white Noruandy glass and
' 10 gheets of Rhenish glass to the linster, 10 sheets of

Rhenish glass to St. Mary's Abbey, and a cradle of Normandy
5 g%ﬁss wit% h%s tools, to his brother Robert.

rother, Robert, tapiter, elected an alderman
"~ a year later (T.E. IV, 333n). , in 1527 and died
Survived by wife and daughter, Ann,
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Preston, Henry de.

Freeman, described as mercer, 1381 (Rexister of Freemsn, I, 78).
Chamberlain 1400 (Ibid., I, 103). ‘
Sheriff 1404 (Rz-ister of Freemen M3, fol. 295).
Member of the twenty-four by 21 Sept.l1415 (¥.3. II, 52).
Mayor 1422 (Rezistsr of Freemen, I, 131). ~ -
M.,P. 1420 (Park, p.47). -
Administration of his estate granted 8 Apl.1434 (Y.P.R.III. f0l.377)
Exported 20 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1391-92 (X.R.Customs

o ' _ ‘ Accounts 59/24),
Paid ulnage on 24 cloths s.g. in York 6 Sept.1394 - 1ich,1395
S , (Yorks. Voollen Trade, pp. 47-95).
Son, Thomas, mercer, ireeman l42< (Reoister of Freemen, I, 132).
Son, Robert, merecr, freeman 1433 (Ibid. I, 140).

Pulleyn, Ralph.

 Frseman, deseribed as goldsmith, 1502 (Rsgister of Freemsn, I,226)
Chamberlain 1521 (Ibid. I, 242). :
Sheriff 1526 (Register of Frecmen l3. fol. 206v),
lMember of the twenty-four by 5 Feb.1528 (H.3. XI, fol. 30).
Mayor 1537 (Registsr of Freemen, I, 255). '
Will proved B liarch 1540 (Y.P.R. XI, fol. 529), .
Goods assessed at £18 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524
. (Y, A J. IV, 171).
Jointly purchased in France with a man of London eand Gerard Freez,
en alien printer resident in York, books valucd at £87. The
- books were stored at York by Freez in 2 chanber to whieh
Pulleyn had the key and on the.death of Freez, Pulleyn seized
the printer's share, oclaiming that this was done in rapayment
- of money advenced to Freez to assist hiis business (R.Davies,

A Memoir of the York Press,.pp. 12-14), .
Survived by son, Antony, & merchant, who becams freeman in 1544
(Rerister of Freeman, I, 264) and daughter Ann, wife of ‘

Richard Sydas, & vapiter of York.

3

TR e ot e m o mn e g oo

Quixlay, Simon de.

Freeman, doseribed as marchent,1366 (Registsr of Freemen, I, 63).
Bailiff 1375 (Register of Freemen V3, fol. 293). v
Mayor 1381, 1382, 1383 (Registsr of Freemen, I, 78-80).

Previously held the ofrice 1n Nov.lS80 when a group of citizens
temporarily displaced the sitting mayor John de Gisburne, who
was reinstated by royal command (C.P.R. 1377-81, p.580;
Rotuli Parliamentorun III, 96-7; "C.C.X. 1077-01, pp.420-21).
- The animosity betwecn the two men came to o head in July 1381
when their armed followers exchangzed blows at Bootham Dar,.
" (C.Omen, The Great Revolt of 1381, p.146).
M.,P. 1384 (Park, p. 45). ,
* Exported 116 sacks of wool from Iull in 1378-79 (X,R.Customs
IR - Aeeounts 59/2).
Exported 56 sacks of wool from Hull in 1391-92 (Ibid, 59/24).
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Redeness, Thomas de.

Bailiff 1309 (Register of Freemen MS. f0l.289v).
Mayor 1318 (Resister of Freemen, I, 17).
w.P. 1312, 1222, 1223, 1327 (park, pp. 41-2). |
Goods assessed at £8 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1327
A (Y.A.S. Record Series, LXXIV, 164),
Exported 6 sacks of wool From Iull im 1309-10 (K.R.Custons
o ' Accounts 56/11),

Ridley, Thomas.

Freeman, described as merchent, 1424 (Register of Freemen,I,134)

Chemberlein 1432 (Ibid. I, 145).

Sheriff 1424 (Register of Freemen MS.. fol, 296).

Mayor 1439 (Register of Freemen, I, 153).

M.P. 1442 (Vedgwood, II, 7<1).

Administration of his estate granted 17 Aug,1456 (Y.P.R.II,fol.334)

Exported 14 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1430-31 (K.R.Customs

‘ Lccounts 61/32).

Married Eustachia, widow of Richard Falrfax of Walton .

(Wedgwood, I, 716),

|

Robinson, Peter. ' ;

Freeman, described as mercer, 1520 (Ragister of Freemen, 1,341),’
Chemberlain 1533 (Ibid. I, 252). :
Sheriff 1538 (Register of Freemen MS. f0l.307v),

Mayor 1544 (Recister of Freemen, I, 263).

Will nroved 1T Jan.1549 (Y.P.R. XIII, fol. 604). 4

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company 1544, 1545, 1546

» : (York Yercers, v.323),

Exported 2 sacks of wool and shorlings and morlings valued at
£2 from Hull and imported there miscellaneous goods valued ot |

' £6 in 1525-26 (X.R.Customs Accounts 202/5). :
Exported misecellancous goods valued at £15 from Hull and

imported there miscellaneous goods valued at £104 in 1540-41
o (Ivid. 64/15),
Goods sssessed at £5 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524
] ' (Y.A.J. IV, 180)-

Bequeathed his wife all his lands and tenements in York, whieh
yielded an income of £8 a year,

He named John North, Willlam Holme, and illiem Vatson,
aldermen, as supervisors of his will, '

Married a daughter of John Gilliot, Junior, mavor in 1490, 1503
(T,E. V, 15n). His second wife was Elizsbeth, daughter of
Robert whitfeld, mayor in 1529 (Skaife, p.191).

Survived by wife, unmarried daushter Barbara, and married

. daughters Elizabeth Savage and Isabel Wille.
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Russell, Richard.

Freeman, deseribed as merchant, 1395 (Re~ister of Freemen,I, 97).
Chamberlain 1409 (Ibid., I, 112). ‘ ’
Sheriff 1412 (Register of Freemen US. £0l.295),

Mayor 1421, 1430 (Register of Freemen, I, 130, 143),

M.,P. 1422, 1425 (Park, p.47).

Will proved 10 Dec.1485 (Y.P.R. III, f0l.439; A.A.S.R. XXXIV,

: part 1, 20109y, -

Imported 6 tuns wine et Hull in 1398-99 (X.R.Customs Accounts

189/11).

Exported 10 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1430-31 (Ibia. 61/%2).

- Mayor of the Staple of Calais in 1425 (}.B. II, 159).

Left money for the completion of the BeIl Tower of St. Join
the Baptist in Hunzate, the glazing of three windows there
end the provision of two wooden alters in the chureh; he
8lso left £8 towards the cost of & new window over the
vestibule in York Minster.- ‘

His other cash bequests which amounted to nearly £400 includea
£40 to the daughter of his brothsr Ilenry; £30 to Robert, son
of his brother John, for sending him to Oxford University
£20 to the farmers of the Yorxshire Wolds from whom ke béught
wool, and £10 to the farmers of Lindsey for the same purpose.

Will mentions no children; requested burial next to Petronilia,

his lete wife.

L)

Santon, John de.

Fresman, described es draper, 1344 (Resister of Freemen, I 37)
Chamberlain 1359 (Ibid. I, 53). ’ )
Bailiff 1261 (Rezister of Freemsn ¥S. fol., 292),

Mayor 1377 (Register of Freemen, I, 74)

- Will proved 17 Auz.1394 (Y.?P.d, I, fol,71), :

Owed £100 to the Abbot of St. Mary's York (C.C.R. 1333-37, 499),

Bequeathed £100 each to his two sons.
Survived by wife Agnes and sons Richard, and Thomas menticned

below,.’

Santon, Thomas.

Son of John de Santon adbove (Y.P,R, I, fol. 71).

Chamberlein 1399 (Register of Freemen, I, 102).

Sheriff 1403 (Regisfer of Freemen LS. fol. 294v),

Meyor 1414 (Register of Freemen, I, 119),

M.P, 1413, 1417 (Park, p.46).

Son, John, merchant, freeman 1437 (Reszister of Freemen, I, 152):
will proved 22 Aug.1438 (Y.P.R. ITI, Tol. 5367, ' ’
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Sauvage, Robvert.

Son of Willism Seuvage mentioned below (A,A.S.R.XXXI, part i, 332)

Freemsn, deseribed as merchant, 1364 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 59)

Chemberlain 1370 (Ibia. I, 67).

Meomber of the twenty-four by 22 Feb.1l378 (M.B., II, 30).

Movor 1384, 1391, 1392 (Register of Freemen I, 80, 89, 90).

M.D. 1382, 13856 (Park, p.45).

Will nroved 21 Mereh 1398 (VY.P.R, III, fol.1l7; A.A,5,R. XXXI,

- pert 1, B32-337.

Exported 132 sacks of wool from Hull in 13878-79 (X.K.Customs

, - : Accounts b9/2).

Exported 10 cloths s.g.end 142 sacks of wool from Hull in
1391-92 (Ibid., 59/24). . : ,

His beguests included £40 each to sons John and Willliem, 20
‘marks to son Thomes to pay for his cdueation 'at the University'.
£2 each to spprentices Thomas de lMiddleham and John de Mersk, ’
and £1 to his epprentice John Tonge. ,

Possessed property in Tynemouth, mentioned in the codiell to
his will,

Second wifte Emma, widow of Hugh de Ifuby (A.A.S.R.XXXI, pertd, 335),

ciadiitd »

Survived by wife, son Thomas, daughter Constance, cnd sons
7illiem ond John who were minors.

Seauvrage, William,

Freemsen, described as merchant de Tynmouth, 1226 (Resister of
: ' Treemen, I, 217,

Bailiff 1355 (Recister of Freemen 155, fol,2977,

Meyor 1368; died in office (Reslster of Freemen, I, 65).

Son, Robert, montioned shbove,

Scauceby, Thomes.

Freemen, deseribed as mercer, 1429 (Register of Freemsn, I,141).

Chamberlain 1442 (Ibid. I, 160).

Sheriff 14456 (Register of Treemen 3. fol, 296v).

Member of the twanty-four by 10 Sept.1455 (I.B. IT, 198),.

Mayor 1463 (Resister of Freemen, I, 182). -

M.,P. 1461 (Wedewood, IX, 721). '

Will proved 4 Dec.1471 (Y.P.R. IV, Tol. 169).

Governor of lferchent Adventurers' Company, 1443, 1451, 1452,
1458, 1462, 1464, 1465 (York lMercers, p. 322).

Owed £2 by Thomas Selby, chapmen, late of Yarm, Yorkshire

(C.P.R. 1452-61, p.447).

Owed £2 by Henry Edmondson, chapmen of Thorner, Yorkshire, snd
£2 by Thomas Heynde of Doncaster, yeoman (C.P.R., 1461-67

, : pp. 010, 4I6$.

Survived by wife Isota, and sons Williem and Thomas. Villien,
merchant, was enfranchised in 1463; beecame chomberlain in
1473 (Register of Freeman, I, 183, 192, respsetively).
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Scotton, Thomas.

Son of John Scotton of Scotton, near Xnaresborouzh (Skaife,p,60);
bequeathed the chapel of Scotton a vestment of ruby demask
and left lands and tenements thsre to hls son~-in-lew,

John Dogeson, .
Freeman, described as merchant 1458 (Rezister of Freemen,I,178).

Chamberlsin® 1472 (Ibid. I, 191).

Sheriff 1475 (Register of Freemen M3. fol. 309).

Member of the twenty-four by 3 Feb.l477 (H.B, I, f0l.,44).

Mayor 1492 (Register of Freemen, I, 216),

Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company, 1483 (York Nercsrs,

Goods of his in transit to Prussia selzed in the Sougézig%.
Denmark in 1468 (U.B. IX, 369-70), ‘

Exportsd 13 cloths s.g. from Hull in 1471-72 (X.R.Custons

. Accounts 62/17),

Married Mergaret, dsuchter of John Ince, alderman (Skaife,p.s0)

Wives lMargaret and Isabel, end sons Thomas and John, whom he .
instructed the friars of York to remember in their prayers |
were dead when he made his will, ) ' '

Daughter, Jane, married John Dogeson, mayor in 1508 snd 1517,

- | (Skaife, p.60).

Seldby, Roger de.

Bailiff 1358 (Register of Freemsn NS, fol. 292).
Mayor 1369 (Register of Freemen, I, 66), '

M.P. 1362 (Park, p. 44). ,
Received licence in 1364 to teke £50 in currsncy from Dover

to Gascony for the purchase of wine (C.P.R. 1364-67, p.16).
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Selby, William de.

Bailiff 1373 (Register of Freemsen S. fol., 293).

Member of the twenty-four by 22 Feb,1l378 (M,B. I, 30).

Mayor 1385, 13387, 1388 (Register of Freenen, I, u1 84, 85).

M.P. 1383, 1591 1394, 15%96 (r&rk, PP. 4”-A6)

will nroved 18 Auo.1427 (v.P.R. II, fol. ili- ALA,S5.R, XXX

par 2202

hxnorted 8 sacks of wool from i{ull in 1378-79 (K.R. Customs
Lecounts 59/2).

Bequeathed his wife various tenements in York with an annusl

yield of more than £4; and left her brother, George liowbdray, |

6 tenements of unspecified value in addition to other
property in the city yilelding 4l1ls, 64, & year.
Married Hewisia lNowbray, daushter of the notadle family of
fowbray who lived =t Easby in Cleveland (Skaife, p.19).
Survived by wife and daughter Iaurentis. The daughter
married Warimbald ven Harlem, a York goldsmith who was born
in Hollend end naturalised in 1403 (T.E. III 50n; :C.P.R,

1401-05, p.204).

Shadlocik, John.

Freeman, described as merchant,1525 (Registor of Freemen,I 246)

Chamberlain 1531 (Ibiad. I, ~50)

Sheriff 1534 (Register of Freemen ¥S. fol. 507).

Vayor 1542 (Reﬁistar of Freemen, I, 261).

Governor of iierchant Adventurers? Company 1539, 1540, 1541

(York Mercers, p.323).

BExported one sack of wool, shorlings and morlings valued at £2
end 4 cloths s.g, from Hull and imported thers miscellanaous
goods valusd at £5 4in 1525-26 (X.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).

Exported miscellensous goods valu=d &t £11 from Ifull and
imported there 11 tuns winc end miscellancous goods valued
&t £1 in 1540-41 (Ibid. 64/15),

Married Jane, daushter of Joln Rasyn, eldermnan; in 13574,
becsuse of har age and poverty, the Corporation granted her
an annuity of 26s. 84. (Skaife, P. 194).

Shaw, John.

Freeman, described as merchant,1469 (Register of Freemen I »189) ]

Custodian of FOaSG Bridee 1473 (Re"isf_r of Freemzn 15.f01.326).

Chamberlain 1482 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 205).

Sheriff 1486 (Regié%er of Freemen LS. fol 301).

Menmber of the twenty-four by Jan.1489 (H,B., II, fo0l.198v).

Mayor 1510 (Rezister of Freenen, I, 233),

Will proved 30 Jan.1515 (Y.P.R. IX, fol., 26).

Governor of Merchant Adventurcrs! Comnunv, 1489, 1509, 1510,
1511 (Yor: dercors& Do 325).

Survived by second wife laude, end Son Thomas.




Shew, John.

Frcemen, described as msrehant, 10524 (Qe*is+~r of Freemen,I,245).
Cnﬂmbmrlain 1525 (1vid. I, 56)
herif? 1528 (Skaife, 1.125).

Mavor 1523; died in office (Register of FTreemen, I, 257),.

vill proved 13 Feb.1538 (Y.P.R. XI, fol 2&73).

Goods assesgsd at £10 in ths lay Suhsidy Returns of 1524

v h.d. IV, 180),
Govarnor of lerchant Alventurzrs? Compnny, 1583, 1534, 1525
(York Mercers, p., 323).

Expo;ted 8 cloths s.g. end nmisecellencous goocs velued et £20
from IIull and irmmorted there misccll&nﬂous goods valued at
£47 in 1525-26 (K.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).

IIis becuests included various suns to sister Agnes snd dbrothsars
Peter sad William, £32 for th2 renair of the roed nesr the
church of St. Nic“-lns outside Walmmate Bar, end £2 for th
repair of Leyerthorne 3rid-e, Ralph Hrorbottle wes excused
cartain ontctoindins debts on condltion that hs pald the £5
owins to John Preste of fondon for vhich sum John Jhaw stood
surety.

Survived by wife Agnes.

Shirburn, John de. .

32111ff 1335 (Rezister of Frzemen 13, fol, 291).
Veyor 12435, 1344, 1345 (Reoister of Frecmen, I, 36-8).
1.7, 1246 (Park, p.43).

Skorby, donrJ de.

Builiff 1231 (Register of Freemen 3., fol, 290v),.

Vayor 1247-51 (Reglster of Freemeon, I, 3%9-435),

Goods assessed at £6 in the Lay Sudsidy Returns of 1327

(VY.A.S5. Record Series, IXXIV, 171).

One of the Dazlish merchents wiosz wosl wos seiuea by the Xing
at Tordrecht in Moy 1328 to finanes the esorly "t‘ges of the
Mundred Years! “ar. Te was glven narmission to export wool
at a reduced rate of custors duty from Hull until he had
recalived £592 compzasation for the valve of the wool taken
from him, (C.C.R., 1337-39, p. 430).
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Snyth, Thomes. -

Chomberlain 1372 (Register of Frsemcn, I, 69).
Bailiff 1373 (Tegister of Freemen LS. f0l.293).
Member of the twenty-four by 1379 (M.B. I, 32).
Meyor 1339, 1390 (Register of Freomen, I, €6, 88).
wWill proved 22 0ct.15%9; described as merchant (Y.P.R. III,
fol. 27; A.A.S.R. XXXI, part i, 328-33).
Paid ulnage on 37 clotho S.eEe in York, 6 Sept.1324 - Mich.,1395
(Yorks. | oollen Trade, pp. 47-93).
Exported at least 17 cloths s.g. from Aull In 1378-79
(K.R. Customs Accounts 59/1).
Imported 17 tuns wine at Hull in 1298-99 (Ibid. 159/11).
Survived by wife Custance, married dauzhter Xetherine, end
son Thomas, a ninor, to whom he bequeathed £40.

Snaudon, Thomas

Freemzn, described as pewterer, 1396 (Register of Freemen,I, 97)
Chamberlain 1414 (Ibid. I, 119). i
Sheriff 1416 (Register of Freeman 3. f0l.295v).
Mayor 1432 (Resister of Freemen, I, 145).

M.P. 1427 (Perk, p.47). -
Will proved 12 June 1433 (D, & C. Librery Registers of Wills, I,
fol. 245),

Son, William, freeman 1429 (ngisuer of Fréemen, I, 142),
Survived by wife Agnes.

Snaweshill, Williem,

Son of Villisnm Snaweshill, bolds'nith‘ freemen described as
goldsmith, 1437 (Register of Freemen, I, 152). u

Chemberlein 1459 (1bid, I, 1787.

Sheriff 1464 (Rezister of Freemen MS. f0l.299),

Meyor 1468 (Rsgister of Freemen I, 187),

Son, Seth, gentlemen, freemen 1488 (Register of Preemén,I 213);
married “lizab@th, dauchter and helress of ;1iIlian Tavell,
esquire, of 2ilton, near York (Skaife, p. 91)

Specer, Jokn le,

Mayor 1301, 1202, 1203 (Register of Freemen; I, 8, 9).
M.P. 1298 (ﬁarb, P.40). » A
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Staveley, Alan.,

Freemen, desceribed as merchant,1489 (Register of Freemen,1,214){

Chamberlain 1494 (Ibid. I, 218).

Sheriff 1499 (Register of Freemen M3, fol., 302v).

Member of the twenty-four by 30 Sept.1500 (H.3. VIII, fol.97). |

Mayor 1506, 1519 (Rozister of Fresmsn, I, 229, 24C).

Dced by 21 June 1532, when Robert wilde wes eleocted an ‘
alderman in place of Alan Staveley, late slderman, whonm 1%
had 'plecsyd Almightty God to calle to his merey' (York
Civic Records, III, 84); eadministration of his estate
crented 28 April 1525 (Y.P.R. IX, fol. 213).

Governor of Merchant Adventurera' Company, 1502, 1503, 1508

(York Msreers, p.323).

Purchased 10 butts of romney for £o0 in purtnership with
Henry Blodour of York, from John Banastre of Loncdon. The
wine was shipped from London to Hull end thence to York,
where it was sold (E.C.P. 191/34). :

Exported a dozen coverlets valued at £1 from Hull, MHiehselmas
1517 - Michaelmas 1518 (K.R.Customs Accounts 208/4).

Staynlay, Thomas de. .

i
Crvsatodien of Ouse Bridge 1368 (Rzgister of Freemen MS.f0l.318v) |
Chemberlain 1269 (Rerister of Freemen, I, 66). E
Bailiff 1376 (Register of Fresmen is. £01.293),
Member of the twenty-four dy 1379 (K.B. I, 32).
lzyor 1395 (Registsr of Freemen, I, 05).

Stockdale, John.

Freemen, desceribed o8 mercer,1476 (Register of Fresmen, I,196).

Chavherlain 1487 (Ibia. I, 211).

Shoriff 1490 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 301v).

Liember of the twenty-four by 13 Lec,1492 (H.B, VII, f0l.89).

UYeyor 1801 (Recsdister of F¥reewen, I,225).

Will mede 25 Feb.1506 (Y.P.R. VI, fol,185; T.E, IV, 256).

Goveraor of lMsrchant Adventurers' Coumpany 14%3, 1498, 1505

(York Mercars, p.323).

His beouests included 203, To Jillizm, son of his drother
Georze at London, 2nd 20s, to John, son of his brother Jomes

\ atiﬁzog College.

4ppointed as an executor to his will, broths e
S 1, othsr Geoffrey, Abdot

Sceond wife, Bllen, widow of Williocm Hancock whose brother
was mayor in 14383, and of Robert Jolmson, mayor in 1496

- T.E, IV, 256n).

survived by wife, Zllen, married daugh%er Isabél, i?{egitimate
§°2inhnﬁ agddan il%egitim&te daughter living at Hessle.

sadbz2l wno had married Robert Diconzon marensn nric

Temarried in 1521 Robert dilde, mayor,in 1527 ?Iggd?)? '
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Stoekton, william.

Freeman, deserided as mercer,1420 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 129,
Chamberlain 1434 (Ivid. I, 148).
Yayor 1446, 1461 (Ibid. I, 164, 180).
. P. 1447 (Wedgwood, II, 721).
Administration of his estate granted 20 Nov,1471
(Y.P.R, IV, £01.173).
Possessed property in the city and county in 1436 whiech
yielded an annusl net 1ncome of £6 (Exchequer, Lay Subsidies
217/42),
Member of & commission anpointed to arranze a commarcial
tre~ty with Flanders in 1449 (‘tedgwood, I, 81ll).
Marchant of the Stanlz at Calais (Ibid.)
Bxported 9 cloths s.g.from Hull in 1430-31 (X.R.Customs
Accounts 61/32).
His imports at Hull between 6 April and Mich.1l453 ineluded
g tuns of wocrd and other goods valued at £81 (Ibdid. 61/71).
Owed £61 to Geoffrey Feldyng, lete alderman of London and £16
to John Croke of London, gentlemon (C.P.R. 1461-67, ».502),.
T'ad married by 1433 Alice, widow of Roger de Selby, spicer,
brother of William de Selby, mavor 1385, 1387, 1388 (Skoife,p.32).
Second wife, Iszbella, widow ol Rotert Colynsoxn, mayor in 1457
' (Ibvid. p.29)
Son, John, mecrchant, freemon 1446 (Resister of Freemen, I,165),

Tallian, Robert dc.

Chemberlein 1377 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 74),

Beiliff 1380, dszscribed s vintner, (Register of Freemen

Unyor 13599 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 102).

.P, 1401, 1207 (D=rk, p.445).

Exported £t least 6 cloths s,8. from Hull in 1378279

(K.R.Customs Accounts 59/1).

Inported 32 tuns wins ot IIull in 13¢8-2% (Ibid. 159/11).

A ship lsden at Skenie in Denmark with = cerso of herrings
bslonzing to kim and other York merchents, wes wrecked ot
Rawcliffe, Yorks. on its woy to Hull (C.P.R. 1381-85, p.505).
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hornton, John.

Son of Richard Thornton, mentioned bslow; freeman, described
as merchant, 1504 (Rezlster of Freemen, I, 228).

Chemberlain 1505 (Ibid. I, <23).

Sheriff 1508 (Register of Freemen 1S. fol, 304).

licmber of the twenty-four by 4 June 1510 (1I.B, IX, fol. 53).

Mayor 1514 (Recister of Freemen, I, 236).

17111 proved 9 July 1030 (Y.P.R. IX, fol. 464).

Goods assessed at £60 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524

(vy.A.J. IV, 1°0).

Govemor o kerchant Adventurers' Comvany, 1528 ( York Mercers, p.323).

Exported 4 sacks of wool and miscellazneous zoods valued at £54
from TTull enld imported there 2 dbutts of rumney, a bdutt of
nalmsey, end miscellancous goods valued at £97 in 1520-26

(K.R.Customs Accountsz 202/5).

Resigned his gown in 1517 (Skaife, p.183). )

Iis bequests included 40s. to brother Thomas. Stipulated that
his wife was to pay son Richard an annuity of £6 13s. 44d. from
the lands bequeathed her; the sum was to be increased by
5 marks & year in the event of her remarriage.

Survived by wife Agnes, sons Richerd snd John, end daughter
Katherine, Richard, msrchant, freeman 1527 (Razistsr of
¥Freemen, I, 248); msrried Joan, daushter of John orman,
nzyor in 1524, end died off the const of Brittany on & return
voyege from Spein (E.C,P, 908/18, 21). John, clerk, freeman
1531 (Rezister of Freeman, I, 251); became vicar of Leeds
T,5. IV, &Zozn). The dauzhter married Bartholomew, grandson
of Richard York, mayor in 1469 and 1482 (Ibid).

Thornton, Richard.

Son of icholas Thornton; freeman, described as spicer, 1481
(Register of Fresesmen, I, 203).

Cucstodian of Ouse Bridge 1486 (Register of Ireemen ¥S.T0l.326v).

Chamberlain 1492 (Reaister of Frecsmen, I, 216).

Sheriff 1495 (Register of Freemen 15. f0l.302).

Member of the twenty-four by 16 Deec.1496 (H.B. VIII, fol.1l3v).

Mayor 1502 (Register of Freemen, I, 226).

.P, 1504 (vedewood, 11, 721;York Civiec Records, II, 191).

%W1ll proved 4 Jen, 1506 (Y.P.R. VI, f0l.170; T.E. IV, 252).

Bequeatied a tenement in North Street to the guardisns of his
parish church on conditicn that a peal of bells be rung in
his memory on the Feast of St. Wilfrid each year.

Ferried Emmot, sister of Williem Taylour, viecar of Otle

(T.8. IV, 252n).

Survived by wife, sons Richard, John, and Thomss, end daughter
Joan, wife of John White, grocer. Thomas, merchant, was made
& freemon in 1509 (Register of Freemen, I, 233). The career
of John 1s given above.




Thresk, John.

Frecemen, described es merchent,1427 (Register of Freemen, I 109)

Chomberlein 1423 (Ibié. I, 146)

Sheriff 1475 (Register of Freemen US. fol, 286).

llenber of tre twenty-four by S0 Dee.l436 (31,2, II, 129).

Mayor 1442, 1462 (Ra=istcr of Freemen, I, IF§ 161).

U.P, 1445, 1449, l{aO 1467 (Tedgrocd, II l)

Daad hy Fctobcr 1470 (Ibid. I, 046)

Possessed property in the city in 14Z6 which yieléed en annual
net income of &£5 (Eycnequﬂr Ley Subsidies 217/42).

Mayor of the Staple at Calais 1456-75 (wedkwood, I, £45).

Membor of o commission appointed to negotiate & ceormereisl -
treaty w1tn Flenders in 1449; lent money for the defence of
Calais in 1450; was scnt on on embsssy to Durgundy ia oy,
1458 (Ivid. I, 846). /

Todd, Willien.

Freemon, Gescribed sc moreront,1462 (Resistsr of Freemen,I,181),
Chambherlaln 1471 (Ibid, I, 190)

Sheriff 1475 (Register of Freenon 1S. fo0l.3C0).

Menver of the tweaty-Ffour dr 8 Qet.1477 (I.3. I, To0l.G67).
havor 1437 (Rezister of Preomen, I, 211).

f,P. 1429 (Vedgwood, II, 721l3York Civic Records II, 55)
‘"Jill proved 20 April 1503 (Y.PoX. 7T, 101.59; 1.%. ’L.)
Exnorted 21 cloths s.z. wnd miscellanboug Nonﬂ“ vnlued vt £31

from Trall and 1ﬂported there 48 tuns wine cnd miscellsneous

poo« valued at 229 in 1471-72 (X.R.Customs sccounts 62/17).
Gooda of his in tr;nsi+ to Prussia seized in the Sound off

annsrk in 1468 (1,3, IX, 3569-70).
Governor of Merchant L jaVﬂnturerG' Convqny, 1477, 1478 (Yor!:

crcmro, P.3227,
Kni-zhted on 31 July 1487 (I.®, IV, Z213a).
His servant Richard Polyngton ~,olil 200 stozizfizh in Iesland to
Willism Bank, who was ncting on beh-1lf of Sir Richard Yorl,
meyoT in 1469 2nd 1483 (R.C.P. 64/709).
Owed £2 by 7illiznm Naundyk of Searborouzh, chapmzn (C,P.R.1467-77,
p.381).
Benueathsd his wife, Elizabeth, land in Stillin=ton, a house in
Fulford, & house 2nd 4 acres »f loand in Nsdburn, his lenis in
Ripon #nd 'ons 8alt howse'! in Whithy.
Durir; his mayor"ltv reooired & portion of the eitv wells
tdoining Fishergete Bar (Torr, p.64).
Secona vife, Margaret, widow of Thomes Zekilsell of 3csrboroush,
V’o dled in 14€3; third wife, whom ho married in 1485,was
®lizabeth Zlend of Fuil (T.B. IV, 213n).
ourvivnd by wife and dauchters Isabel, Yetilés, Usrion,and Jane,

-




Tonze, John.

Son of Rieherd Tongsz, fuller; freeman, deseribed as masrchont, |
6 (Rogister of Freemen, I, 176). ‘ L
Chrengr SEaes (1512, I, 1s1). | f
Sheriff 14¢8 (Registzr of Freemen M3, fol. 299),
Mayor 1477 (Recister of Fresmen, I, 197). !
M.P. 1483 (vedgwood, II, 7Z1). , |
Wwill proved 29 July 1491 (Y.P.R. V, fol. 398). |

Governor of Merchent Adventurers!? Comnany, 1473 (Yorkzvogcers

0 La.:

Imported miscellaneous *oods valued at £35 at Hull in 1471-72

(X.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).

Goods of hia in transit to Prussia s2ized in the Sounl off
Denmark in 1468 (U,.3B. -IX, 369~ 70).

Married Alice, dzughter of Ricbaru Thornton, sheriff in 1446,
end widow of Thomas Brounflete, who was sherif in 1457 and
died ths following year (Skaife, p.23).

Survived by wife Alice, son John, a minor, end married dsu;hter
Agnes Catur,

e i e i o

Usflete, ITlcholas.

Freeman, Jdescribed as mercer,l412 (Rexister of Frsemen, I,118),
Ch:mbsrlain 1427 (Ivid. 1, 129).
Sheriff 1422 (Reglster of Freemen 3. fol. 296).
Meyor 1433 (Regi t2r of Freeomsn I, 152). i
dlll proved & LTy 1443 (Ye0PoRe 1I, f0l.58; A.A.3.R. XXXV,
: part i, 72:17
Bequeathed £1 eoch to the monzstery snd adbdbot of Rievaulx on
condition that they paid his execcutors the debt owing to himg
Anatructed his evegutors to sell his lend and tenements at
Drin~houses znd use the procseds for tho celedbration of masses,|
Owed 733. 2. by Richard London of ILaneaster, spicer '
(C.P.R, 1435-41, p. 458),
Merried Metilde, éaughier of John fHorthsdy, mﬁyo“ in 1416
(Skaife, p.32).
Will mentioans no children; requested durisl next to his lute
wife. !




Vyecars, Simon.

Freeman, described as chapman =nd haberdasher, 15C0
(Reglister of Freemen, I, 224).
Chamberlain 1511 (Ibia, I, 23%).
Sheriff 1512 (Register of Fresmen M. fol.304v).
Member of the twenty-four by 10 Jen.1515 (H.B. IX, £0l.78).
Mayor 1521 in place of Thomas Bankhouse who died 1n office
(Rezister of Freemen, I, 242).
Will proved 12 Jen.1534 (Y,P.R. XL, f0l.118); bdburied at I
Eest Witton irn Wensleydale (T,E, III, 122). '
Goods assgessed at £20 in the Lay Subsldy Returns of 18524 -
(y . r,J, IV, 176).. ..
Survived by daughter Anne, end sons Simon, to whom he |
bequeathed lands in Searborough, Ilesssy, York, and Ripon, angd
nomas,

Wartre, Richard.

Freeman, ddéseribed as goldsmith,1416 (Registar of Freemen,I,124).
Chemberlain 1426 (Ibid, I, 137).
Sheriff 1429 (Register of Freenen M3. fol. 296). ¥
Mcyor 1426, 1451 (Resister of Freemen, I, 150, 170). '
M.P. 1435 (Park, p.48]7. »
Will proved March 1465 (Y.P.R.IV, fol.l1l5; T.®. II, 273).
Merchant of the Stanle at Calais (C.P.R. 1452-61, p. 211).
Possessed proverty in the city in T33T whieh yizlded an annual
n2t income of £5 (Exchequer, Lay 3ubsidies 217/42). :
3eguscthed £40, or more if nzcessary, for providing the southern
part of the church of 5t. Saviour with a leaden roof,
Married Alice Lokton who died in 1421; second wife, married by
1424,was Alice, dauzshter of John de loreton, mayor in 1418
_ (Skaife, p.23).
Will mentions no chiléren; requecsted burial next to his second
wife.

Weteby, Rickard de.

Chamberlain 1352 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 45).
Bailiff 1356 (Register of Freemen I'S. fol. 292),
Mayor 1365 (Rezister of Freemen, I, 59). B
Dead by 1379, when a chaplain anpointed to a chantry founded in “
his memory in the church of St.John at Quse Bridge (M.B.I, 37).:
Impoarted 100 cloths at Boston shortly before 1359, TFifteen of |
the cloths were arrested in his shop in York by thae ulnager i
for Yorkshire and declared forfeit as wnulnaged cloth, dbut an
enquiry showed that ulnage and customs duty had been pald on
th2 eloths at Boston, and the cloths wers relessed
(C.P.R, 1358~61, p. 166).
Davglhiter Joan married John Chaumond, esquire, of Colton in the
Adnsty, end letsr Sir Richard de Hebden, knight (Skaife,p.20).
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Watson, Willien.

Freeman, described as merchant, 1533 (Reglster of Freemen, I,2582)
Charberlain 1536 (Ibid. I, 2£55).
cheriff 1541 (Register of Frecmen MS. fol. 308).
Mayor 1547, 1566 (Register of Frcemen, I,°266; II, 7).
M. P. 1553 (York Civic Records, V, 87 :
will proved 20 Dec.1563 (Y.P.R. XVIII, fol. 88). !
Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company, 1547, 1548, 1566,
1567 (York Mercers, pp. 323=24).

Exported miscelleneous geods valued at £73 from IIull and
imported there 4 tuns of wine and miscellaneous goods valued
at £79 in 1540-41; he also exported in partnership with
william Pinnyngton that year 5 cloths s.g. and lead and
coverlets valued at £42 (K.R.Customs Accounts 64/15).

Will mentions no children; made hils brother-in-law,

Gregory Paycock, his sole executor.

welles, Williem.

Freeman, described as vintner, 1453 (Register of Freemen,I,173).
Charberlein 1461 (Ibid. I, 130). , l
Sheriff414sz (Register of Freemen MS. f§l. 299). ;
Mayor 1479 (Rerdster of Freemen, I, 200). '
M. P. 1483 (WBdiOOd’ II’ 7215.
Exported 16 cloths s.g. from Hull and imported 36 tuns wine
and miscellancous goods there valued at £57 in 1471-72
(K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).
Murdered in 1437 by John Robson, niller of York (York Civic
Records, II, 14); eadministration of his estate granted that
year to widow, Alice (D. & C. Library, Register of Wills,
I, fol. 369).
Sen, Williem, chaplain, freeman 1479 (Register of Freemen,I,201)

Vhite, Michael. 5

[

*®

Frecman, described as dyer, 1467 (Register of Freemen, I, 187
Custodian of Ousc Bridge 1477 (Register of Freemen MS.fol. 326

Chemberlain 1479 (Regleter of Frecmen, I, 200).
Sheriff 1480 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 300v).

Member of the twenty-four by 7 March 1482 (H.B.II, £0l.52).
Elected an aldermsn 17 Nov.1490 (M.B. II, 293).

Mayor 1494, and 1505 on death of William White (Reglster of
Freemen, I, 218, 228;.

7111 proved 23 Dec. 1510 (Y.P.R. VIII, fol. 61).

Survived by wife, Ann,'end daughters Margaret end Jane; Ann,
his gecond wife, was dsughter of William Stockton, mayor in
1446, 1461 (Skaife, p.72).

L]
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White, Williem.

Frecemen, Geccribed es dyrer,1472 (Register of Freﬁmmn, I, 192).

Custeodion of Quse Bridge 14708 (Register of Freemen M3 fol.o~6)

Chemberleain 142C (Rogister of Freemen, I, £01).

Shariff 1481 (RegiTier of Freemen 5. fol. 300V).

Yewmber of the tweaty-four dy 18 Nov.1l48Z (I.3. II, fol.70v).

lieyor 1491, on feath of John Ferebyr, end 15056; died in office

(Recister of Freemen, I, 21H, 228).

M.P., 1495 (VWedgwood, II, 721).

Will proved 27 Feb. 1505 (Y.P.R, VI, f0l.127).

Owed £57 by William Goodwyn, cit1uvn of London, which was still
unpeié when Williem White died (®,C.2. 138/57).

¥eld steke monzy for & horss race betwsen John HMartyn and

Miles Bysney of London, wnich took plaez near Yorx
(E.C.P. 67/49)

Second wife, Aga2s, whom he married in 1503, was daushtsr of

Richord Herdsong, shariff in 1423, end widow of 7i111am Barker,

shariff in 1482 (3kaifec, 1.84n); she loter married
BEaward Fox, & merchant of York, and subssquently Thomas Tonge
(E.C.P. 1338/57).
Survived by wife, and 5023 John, Willia~, &nd Robert, wao was
o ninor, .

Wnitfeld, Robert.

Probebly the grendson of John Whitfeld, meyor of Hull in 1472;
was liviny in IImll ia 1509 (Skaife, p.198).

Freenmnn, ¢escribed as merchant,lﬁlz (Register o? Frecmen,I,235),

Shariff 1519 (Rezister of Freenen US. fol., <Cov).

Menber of the twenty-four by 27 Murch 1521 (H,D. X, fol.lZ2v),

Mnyor 15629 (Register of Fresnan, I, 249).

")(“ r

Adninistration of his estafe granted 29 lay 1534 (Y.D.R. XI,
fol., 106).
Goods asséssed at £20 in the Lay Subsidy Returns of 1524
(Y A.J. IV, 190).
Govsrnor of Merchsnt Advcnturers' Comosny, 1529, 1530
(York Werecers, 0 223).

Expsrted 22 sscks of wool, shorlings end morlings valuzd at
£15, end miscellanzous geods velued et £12 from Ifull, and
importnd there 2 tuns wine end miscellensous goods valuﬁd at
£73 1in 1525-26 (L.h.Cvstows Accounts 208/5).

Diwsnter, hliu absth, in 10688, married Petzr Robinson, mayor in

1544 (Skaife, p. 191)
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Wilde, Robert.

Freeman, deseribed as mzerchant,1501 (Register of Freemen, 1,225)-
Chamberlain 1514 (Ibid. I, 238).
Sheriff 1520 (Register of Freemen M3. fo0l,305v).
Member of the twenty-four by 8 Jan.1522 (H,B. X, fol.26).
Mayor 1527 (Resister of Freemen, I, 247).
Will proved 1o May 1533 (D.& C.Library, Registers offWiliZé)II,
. O * L4
Goods assessed at 45 marks in the Iay Subsidy Returns of 1524
(Y.A.J, IV, 170).
Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Company, 1526, 1527 (York
Mercers, p.329).
Exported 3 cloths s.g. and miscelleneous goods valued at £6 from
Hull in 1525-26 (X.R.Customs Accounts 202/5).
Supplied wine, wax,and oil, valued at £10 to the monastery of }
Newborouzh, Yorks. (E.C.P. 341/57). ;
Married in 1521 Isabella, daughter of John Stockdale, mayor in f
1501 =nd widow of Robert Diconson of Searboroush (Skaife,p.l30)
Survived by wife and daughter Elizabeth.

Wilson, William.

Son of John Wilson, cordwalner; <freeman, described as |
goldsmith, 1491 (Register of Freemen, I, 216). :

Custodian of Ouse Bridge 1000 (Register of Freemen MS.fo0l.328).

Chamberlein 1504 (Recoister of Freemen, I, 228).

Sheriff 1505 (Register of rreemen LS. fol. 303v).

Mcnmber of the twenty-four by 16 Aug.1507 (I.B, IX, f0l.37).

Mayor 1513 (Register of Freemen, I, 235).

Will proved 25 Sept.IDI7 (Y.P.R. IX, fo0l.52).

Married Alice, dazushter of Robert Denton of York; second wife,
Elizabeth, daushter of Willliem White, mayor in 1491 and 1505

(Skaife, p.135).

Survived by second wife, son William end other children

unspecified, all of whom were minors.

Wrangwish, Thomas.

L
! i
%
{
H

Freeman, described as merchant,1458 (Resister of Freemen, I,178).

Chamberlsin 1463 (Ibid. I, 182). |
Sheriff 1466 (Register of Freemen M3. £01.299). P
Mayor 1476, 1484 (Register of Freemen, I, 196, 207). ?
M.P, 1472, 1483, 1364 (Tedgwood, IT, 721). |
Dezd vy 20 Jan.1491 (M.B. II, 292). 3
Governor of Merchant Adventurers' Compeny, 1471,1472 (York Mercers,p.322
Exported 5 cloths s.g. from Hull and imported there miscellaneous |

goods valued at £44 in 1471-72 (K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).

Goods of his in transit to Prussis seized in the Sound off Denmark
Son, Williem, freeman 1484 (Reglster of Freemen, I, 208).
Son, Richard, merchant, freeman 1495 (1bid, I, 220).
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Wrisht, williem.

Chambarlein 1509 (Ragister of Fre-maen, I, 232)
Sheriff 1511 (Recister of Frcemon .3, fol. 204v)
mamhar of the twoenty-four by 18 Nov.1512 (I3 I% £01.65
ravor 1518, 1535 (Ragister of Frsemon, I, 240, ngé) 01.69). y
111 proved 19 Jun? 1043 (Y.P.H. X1, folisen). " 1
Covarasr of ¥erchant Advonturers' Company. 1512, 1513, 1514
(Yor: Yeresrs, p.323).
mxported lecd valusd et £135 from ifull and Imsortsd £ha
7 tuns wine ond niscellaneous @oods valued nt £26 13re
s1on. 1517 - 1ich.1518 (X,R,Cuatoms Accounts 202/4)
Go-ds essessed ab £16 in the Lay(Subsidy Returns of i5°4
' Y.A.J. IV s
worried, in 1518, Ursula Joyee of Riceall S;Z?%é 159 .
v2d by wife and various chlldran unsnecified! généJ)' :
d as a merchant in 1559 (Register of Freemen o?né79) ;
nen, I,

survi
enfranchise

Vyman, Ilenry.
sorn in Germeny; woes naturclised in 1308 aftsr living severs
Freoman, described ¢3 marchent, 1337 (Ragistzr of Frasman
Deiliff 1332 £R831§ZS§ ?f in‘eemen ) ek ramma e R
1~yor 1407, 1408, 9 (Rozistar of Fraeman, I, 11 2 ?
pied 5 rurm.1411 (Skatfe, D220V, » s 110,112,
Peid ulnose on 24 e¢loths s.o., in York, 6 S22t.1394 - 171eh.13
(Yorts, ioollesn Trada, non, 47-95§GA'IJ95
Lxp-rted ot 1post 28 cloths s.g. irem Hull as o H#nseatic
marchent in 1078-79 (K,R.Custons Lecounts 59/71).,

Txportad 90 ecloths s.g. from Hull in 1291-92 (Ivid, §5o/24)
Eznorted £1 cloths s.z. and migcellonzous goods valusd ot o1
from Tull, end {nnorted thgrc 19 tuns wine end misccllsna;u«
Soos velued ot £32 in 1398-99 (Ibid, 159/11), R
stapried AFMSS, deu~hter of John de Barden, mayor in 1378

- , (V2R T, fols. 25, 100). ' .
a Sir ¥ e Gegseolene of Gawthorns ’
1ef Justice (Skaifas, p.239).

Dru~htsr Joan nerrie
cldest s n of +ha Lord Ch



457 |

York, Richard.

Probadly born at Derwick-on-Tweed; he bequeathed a vestment to
the church of Ilely Trinity there and instructed his son to
construet & memorial for himself and his ancestors in the
church. (T.E. IV, 136-7). |

Freeman, descTibed as merchant, 1457 (Register of Freemen, I,177).

Chamberlain 1460 (Ibid. I, 179). !

Sheriff 1465 (Register of Freemen MS. fol. 299). i

Mayor 1469, 1482 (Register of Freemen, I, 188, 203). i

M.P., 1472, 1473, 1171, 1475, 1487, 1484, 1485, 1489

(Wedgwood, II, 721).

Will proved 17 July, 1498 (P.C.C., 36 Horne, fol. 5).

Exported 15 c¢loths s.g. and miscellaneous goods valued at £5
from Hull and imported there 20 tuns wine in 1471-72

(K.R.Customs Accounts 62/17).

Stockfish purchased on his behalf in Iceland from the servant
of Williem Todd, mayor in 1487 (E.C.P. 64/709).

Governor of Merchant Adventurers! Company 1475 (York Mercers,

Ped2R),
Mayor of the Staple at Calais 1466 (T.E. IV, 134n).
One of the ambassadors sent to treat with the Hanse 20 April, 1491 .
(wWedgwood, I, 979).
- Knichted at York in 1487 (T.E. IV, 134n). |
Owned £40 by George Gray, late of Barton in Rydale, Yorks. ’
(C.P.R, 1485-94, p.329).
Married Joan, daushter of John whitfeld, mayor of Hull in 1472
(Skaife, p. 198).
Buried in the church of St. John the Evangelist in Micklegate,
where he wes commemorated in the east window of the north
eisle (F, Harrison, The Painted Glass of York, pp.187-8).
The photograph, taken during the Wwar, shows his six sons,
Sir Richard York himself, and his four daushters, kneeling
in prayer in the first, second, and fourth lights ;
respectively of the second row of panels in the window. The
church 1s now in disuse and the glass has been transferred to
St.lMichael's Chapel in the north transept of York Minster.
Survived by wife, sons Richard, Thomas, William, John, George,
Giles, and Christopher, who was rector of Ridy in
Lincolnshire, George s&and Giles, who were illegitimate,
were enfrenchised as merchants in 1502 (Register of
Fresmen, I, 226),. Thomas and William became Ireemen in ‘
1498 ¢nd 1508 respsctively (Ibid. I, 222, 232). The ?
daushters depicted in the window ere not mentioned in the

will,
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