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APPENDIX 1; RECRUITMENT LEAFLET

PHD RESEARCH ON THE SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS
AND LIFE-CHOICES OF SINGLE WOMEN IN

CONTEMPORARY BRITAIN

Are you a never-married woman aged 35 or over who has 
not been in a cohabiting relationship with a man for at

least five years?

There has been an increase in the numbers of both single men and 
women in recent decades, and a great deal of media interest in 
'singletons', however there has been relatively little research on the 
lives of single women. I am researching a thesis on heterosexual 
White women and would like to conduct interviews with single women 
covering themes such as education and employment history. I am also 
interested in hearing about the experiences of being single.

This research is funded by the Economic and Social Research Council. 
All information will be treated with complete confidentiality, and 
anonymity will be preserved throughout the project. Please do get in 
touch if you think you may be interested or would like further information 
- and let any friends who might fit the bill know about this project!

I can be contact either by email (r.e.simpson(a)lse.ac.uk) or by post: 
Roona Simpson, Politics Dept, Adam Smith Building, University of 
Glasgow, Glasgow, G12 8RT.
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APPENDIX 2: SAMPLE INTRODUCTORY LETTER

Home address 

9th September 2002

Dear

Thank you very much indeed for your letter and interest in my research. Below is 
some further information about the format of the interviews.

I am conducting interviews with single women as part of a PhD on the socio- 
economic status and life choices of single women, which I am doing at the London 
School of Economics. These last approximately one and a half hours, and in 
terms of content are 'life history1 interviews, during which I ask about education 
and employment history alongside any relationship history. I'll also ask for some 
biographical information (form attached) about date of birth, living arrangements, 
etc., as well as about attitudes towards singleness. If there is any 
information respondents do not feel comfortable providing, that is absolutely fine; 
these types of interviews have been described as 'conversations with a purpose 1 
and are very informal. I will provide a transcript of the interview to each responden 
for their approval, and also a summary of the interview findings to those who wish 
it. This research is being funded by the Economic and Social Research Council, 
and all information will be totally anonymous.

I have conducted these interviews in respondents' own homes, and have also 
interviewed people in my home (I am staying in the West End of Glasgow). I can 
also arrange to hire a room if that is more convenient. My time is very flexible, so 
if you are interested in participating in this research we can arrange a time and 

place to suit you.

If you would like more information, or want to discuss the interviews further, please 
do feel free to contact me - my home phone number is

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Regards,

Roona Simpson

All personal details removed.
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APPENDIX 3: BACKGROUND INFORMATION SHEET

BACKGROUND INFORMATION SHEET INTERVIEW NO:
DATE OF INTERVIEW:

  Date of Birth

Country where born/raised

Parent's/Guardian's Occupation- 

Mother: Father:

Number of Siblings:-

Sisters: Brothers:

Your Occupation:

Living Arrangements - Do you live alone, or with others? (please circle) 

If with others - how many? Are these friends/family/flatmates/other?

Is your home - owned, privately rented, or social housing (please circle) 

Annual income (approximate)
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APPENDIX 4: TOPIC GUIDE

[My introduction]

Childhood/Family
Family - [if siblings] where did you come in the order of children?
Parental expectations - do you have a sense of what your parent's expectations
were for you when you were growing up? Did you have a clear idea of what you
wanted to be when you were older?
If brothers - expectations different from them? What about differences in the
house - parents/siblings - were there any? Mother - employment.

Education
What kind of school was it? How did you do at school - did you enjoy it? Were you 
an academic child? When did you leave school, what qualifications did you leave 
with?

Higher Education [if straight from school, else first job]
How long studied, what qualifications attained.
Did you have a clear idea of what you wanted to do? Did you see yourself as
following a specific career?

Employment- First job/Subsequent employment
What made you take this job/work in this field? [chance or design?]
Was it well-paid/offering good career prospects?
Were there a lot of women working in this area? Were they mostly married/single?
Do you think you were ever treated differently at work because of being single?
Was your singleness relevant in any way?
[Go through employment history - dates, why left each]

Current Employment [Occupation/Income from sheet]
Do you enjoy your current job? [Future prospects/plans]
How do you feel about your financial status? [comfortable/secure, or anxious?]

Relationships/Singleness
Any relationships during this time? (either at school/later)
How long lasted/whether cohabiting/why ended.
What about your friends/family at this time, were they in relationships/getting
married or living with anyone?
How long single - Do you see this as something you would like to change?
Have you ever/would you consider doing anything proactive to change you
partnership status (for example, dating agencies/supper clubs). If so, what have
your experience of these been?

Children
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[If childless] What about children? How do you feel about this? 
[If children - route into] Do you think your concerns are the same as other single 
mothers/partnered women? What was the reaction of family/ friends/ colleagues 
to having (a) child/ren?

Living Arrangements
Where living at particular points - whether with others/alone. Why? [choice of
necessity?]
How did you find this? Would you consider changing your current living status (for
example, get a lodger/flatmates)?

Social Life/Interests
How do you spend your free time/holidays? Do you have any hobbies or interests?
Are you involved with any organisations/group/voluntary work? Is this important to
you?
Would you consider yourself religious/political? Is this important to you?

Friends/Family
How would you described your relationships with friends/family?
Who do you see socially/how often?
Do you feel you have people you can call on in a crisis (e.g. if sick)?
How do you spend holidays conventionally seen as 'family holidays' (e.g.
Christmas)?
How do you think family/friends regard your being single?
Do you know many single men? How do you think their life compares with yours?

Representations of Singleness
There is a lot of attention to single women on television and in films at the moment
- what do you think of the way they are represented?
Do you think there have been changes in the way single women are considered
generally?

Future
What about the future?
- financial provision [e.g. pensions], living arrangements, any care needs?

Advantages/Disadvantages of Singleness, if any.

[In conclusion] Are there any questions you want to ask me?
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APPENDIX 5a: SPSS SYNTAX FOR SURVIVAL CURVES 

Based on Wave 2 Data, for Birth Cohorts 1910 -1940

GET FILE='D:\bhpsdata\bmarriag.sav7 keep =
bhid, bpno, blmarm, blmary, blmcoh, blmcbm,
blmcby, pid.
compute bno = 1.
if bhid = lag(bhid) and bpno = lag(bpno) bno =
lag(bno)+1.
exec.
sel if bno = 1.
exec.
save out = 'c:\martmp.sav'.

GET FILE='D:\bhpsdata\bcohabit.sav' / keep =
bhid, bpno, blcsbm, blcsby, pid,
compute cno = 1.
if bhid = lag(bhid) and bpno = lag(bpno) cno =
lag(cno)+1.
exec.
se! if cno = 1.
exec.
save out = 'c:\cohtmp.sav'.

GET FILE='D:\bhpsdata\bindresp.sav' /keep =
pid, bxrwght, bsex, bregion, bmastat, bmlstat,
bhid, bpno.
match files file = Vfile = 'c:\martmp.sav' /by =
bhid, bpno.
match files file = */file = 'c:\cohtmp.savY by =
bhid, bpno.
exec.
save out ='c:\latest.sav'.

GETFILE='D:\bhpsdata\xwavedat.sav'/keep 
=race, doby, dobm, pid.

save out = 'c:\race.sav'. 
get file = 'c:\latest.sav'. 
sort cases by pid.

match files file=*/ in = tp/ file = 'c:\race.sav' / by
= pid.
exec.
select if (tp=1).
exec.

compute mardate = 0.
if doby<1900 mardate = blmary*12+1206.
if doby>1900 mardate = blmary*12+blmarm.

if doby=1900 mardate = blmary*12+blmarm.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 mardate
=blmary*12+6.
if blmary<0 mardate=-9.
exec.

compute cohdate = blcsby*12 +blcsbm.
if blcsbm<0 or blcsbm>12 cohdate
=blcsby*12+6.
if blcsby<0 cohdate=-9.
exec.

compute cohmarr = blmcby*12 +blmcbm.
if blmcbm<0 or blmcbm>12 cohmarr
=blmcby*12+6.
if blmcby<0 cohmarr =-9.
exec.

compute age16 = 0.
ifdoby<1900age16 = (doby-1800+16)*12
+dobm.
if doby=1900 age16 = 16*12+dobm.
if doby>1900 age16 = (doby-
1900+16)*12+dobm.
if dobm<0 or dobm >12 age16=(doby-
1900+16)*12+6.
if doby<Oage16=-9.
exec.

compute doi = 92*12+9. 
exec.

compute durm = mardate - age16.
if mardate<0 durm =-9.
IF MISSING (MARDATE) AND BMASTAT = 6
DURM = DOI-AGE16.
if missing (mardate) and bmastat = 2 DURM
=DOI-AGE16.
IF MISSING (MARDATE) AND BMASTAT = 5
DURM = DOI-AGE16.
if missing (mardate) and bmastat = 0 durm =
doi-age16.
if missing (mardate) and bmastat = 1 durm = -
9.
if missing (mardate) and bmastat = 3 durm = -
9.
if missing (mardate) and bmastat = 4 durm = -
9.
if mardate = age16 DURM=2.
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if doi=age16 durm=doi. 
if age16<0 durm =-9. 
if age16=1114durm = 2. 
exec.

compute married =not missing (mardate). 
exec.

missing values all (-9 thru -1). 
compute min = min (mardate, cohdate, 
cohmarr). 
exec.

compute durp = min - age16.
if min = age16 durp =2.
if min<0 durp =-9.
if missing (min) AND BMASTAT= 6 durp =doi-
age16.
if age16=doi durp =2.
if age16<0durp = -9.
exec.

compute partdate = not missing (min). 
compute coh2 = trunc(doby/10). 
exec.

compute coh = 0.
if coh2 <191 coh = 0.
if coh2 >= 190coh=coh2-190.

select if durm>0 and durp>0. 

weight off. 

select if race =1

surv tables = durm by bsex (1,2)/plot (survival) 
/int = thru 600 by 12/status = married(1). 
exec.

surv tables = durp by bsex (1,2)/plot (survival) 
/int = thru 600 by 12/status = partdate(1). 
exec.

surv tables = durm by coh(1,4) by
bsex(1,2)/plot (survival)
/int = thru 600 by 12/status = married(1).
exec.

surv tables = durp by coh(1, 4) by bsex
(1,2)/plot (survival)
/int = thru 500 by 12/status = partdate(1).
exec.
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APPENDIX 5b: SPSS SYNTAX FOR SURVIVAL CURVES

Based on Wave 11 Data, for 2001 figures and Birth Cohorts 1950 - 1970

GET F!LE='d:\bhpsDATA\cindresp.sav7 
keep = pid, cmastat, cmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\cind.sav1 .

GET FILE='d:\bhpSDATA\dindresp.sav7 
keep = pid, dmastat, dmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\dind.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsDATA\eindresp.savY 
keep = pid, emastat, emlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\eind.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsDATA\findresp.sav7 keep 
= pid, fmastat, fmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\find.sav'.

GETFILE='d:\bhpsDATA\gindresp.sav7 
keep = pid, gmastat, gmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\gind.sav'.

GETFILE='d:\bhpsDATA\hindresp.sav7 
keep = pid, hmastat, hmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\hind.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsDATA\iindresp.sav7 keep 
= pid, imastat, imlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\iind.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsDATA\jindresp.sav7 
keep = pid, jmastat, jmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\jind.sav'.

GETFILE='d:\bhpsDATA\kindresp.sav7 
keep = pj cj i klrwght, kmastat, kmlstat. 
sort cases by pid. 
save out = 'C:\kind.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsdata\bmarriag.sav7 keep 
= bhid, bpno, blmarm, blmary, blmcoh, 
blmcbm, blmcby, pid. 
compute bno = 1.

if bhid = lag(bhid) and bpno = lag(bpno) bno
= lag(bno)+1.
exec.
sel if bno = 1,
exec.
save out = 'c:\martmp.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsdata\bcohabit.sav' / keep
= bhid, bpno, blcsbm, blcsby, pid.
compute cno = 1.
if bhid = lag(bhid) and bpno = lag(bpno) cno
= lag(cno)+1.
exec.
sel if cno = 1.
exec.
save out = 'c:\cohtmp.sav'.

GET FILE='d:\bhpsdata\bindresp.sav' /keep
= pid, bmastat, bmlstat, bhid, bpno.
match files file = */file = 'c:\martmp.sav' /by
= bhid, bpno.
match files file = Vfile = 'c:\cohtmp.sav7 by
= bhid, bpno.
exec.

sort cases by pid.

match files file= */in=w1 
/file= 'C:\cind.sav7 tn=w2 
/file= 'c:\dind.sav' / in=w3 
/file= 'c:\eind.sav' /in=w4 
/file= 'c:\find.sav' /in=w5 
/file= 'c:\gind.sav'/in=w6 
/file= 'c:\hind.sav' /in=w7 
/file= 'c:\iind.sav1 /in =w8 
file= 'c:\jind.sav' /in =w9 
/file= 'c:\kind.sav'/in =w10 
/by= pid. 
exec.

save out = 'c:\ongoing.sav'.

GETFILE='d:\bhpsDATA\xwavedat.sav' 
keep = pid, sex, dobm, doby, memorig, race.

save out = 'C:\bckgrnd.sav'. 

GET FILE='c:\ongoing.sav'.
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match files file = */in = tt/file = 
'C:\bckgrnd.sav' / by=pid. 
select if (tt=1). 
exec.

compute count = 0.
vector w = w1 to w10.
loop#i = 1 to 10.
. if w (#i) = 1 count=count+1.
end loop.
exec.

select if race = 1. 
exec.

save out = 'c:\crosswave.sav'.

get file = 'c:\crosswave.savV keep=pid, sex,
bmastat, cmastat, dmastat, emastat,
fmastat, gmastat,
hmastat, imastat, jmastat, kmastat, klrwght,
race,
blmarm, blmary, blmcbm, blmcby, blcsbm,
blcsby, doby, dobm.
exec.

compute mastat=0.
vector v =bmastat to kmastat.

loop#i = 2 to 10.
. if v(#i-1) = 6 and v(#i)=1 mastat = #i.
end loop if mastat >0.
exec.

compute cohmarr = 0. 
vector v =bmastat to kmastat.

loop#i = 2 to 10.
. if v(#i-1) = 2 and v(#i)=1 cohmarr = #i.
end loop if cohmarr>0.
exec.

compute newmarr =0. 
vector v =bmastat to kmastat.

. loop #i = 2 to 10.
. jf V(#i-1) = 0 and v(#i)=1 newmarr= #i.
. end loop if newmarr >0.

compute costal = 0.
vector v =bmastat to kmastat.

. loop #i = 2 to 10.

. if v(#i-1) = 6 and v(#i)=2 costal = #\.
, end loop if costat >0.
compute newcoh =0.

vector v =bmastat to kmastat.

. loop #i = 2 to 10.

. if v(#i-1) = 0 and v(#i)=2 newcoh = #i.

. end loop if newcoh >0.

save out = 'c:\workingfile.sav1 . 

compute mar1= 0.

if bmastat = 1 marl = blmary*12+ blmarm.
if bmastat = 1 and missing (blmary) marl =
9.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 marl =
blmary*12 +6.
if bmastat = 2 marl = blmary*12+ blmarm.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 marl =
blmary*12 +6.
if bmastat = 2 and missing (blmary) marl =
.00.
if bmastat = 3 marl = blmary*12+ blmarm.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 marl =
blmary*12 +6.
if bmastat = 3 and missing (blmary) marl =
9.
if bmastat = 4 marl = blmary*12+ blmarm.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 marl =
blmary*12 +6.
if bmastat = 5 marl = blmary*12+ blmarm.
if blmarm<0 or blmarm>12 marl =
blmary*12 +6.
if bmastat = 5 and missing (blmary) marl =
.00.
if bmastat = 6 marl = .00.
if bmastat = 6 and missing (blmary) marl =
00.
exec.

compute mar2 = 0. 
if mastat =2 mar2= 93*12 +6. 
if mastat = 3 mar2 = 94*12 + 6. 
if mastat =4 mar2 = 95*12 +6. 
if mastat = 5 mar2 = 96*12 + 6. 
if mastat =6 mar2 = 97*12 +6. 
if mastat = 7 mar2 = 98*12 + 6. 
if mastat =8 mar2 = 99*12 +6. 
if mastat = 9 mar2 = 100*12 + 6. 
if mastat =10 mar2 = 101*12 + 6. 
if cohmarr =2 mar2 = 93*12+6. 
if cohmarr = 3 mar2 = 94*12 + 6. 
if cohmarr =4 mar2 = 95*12 +6. 
if cohmarr = 5 mar2 = 96*12 + 6. 
if cohmarr =6 mar2 = 97*12 +6. 
if cohmarr = 7 mar2 = 98*12 + 6. 
if cohmarr =8 mar2 = 99*12 +6. 
if cohmarr = 9 mar2 = 100*12 + 6.
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if cohmarr = 10 mar2 = 101*12 + 6.
exec.
compute MARGATE = 0.
if marl = .00 and mar2 = .00 MARGATE =
.00.
if marl = .00 and mar2>1 MARGATE =
mar2.
if mar1>1 and mar2=.00 MARGATE = marl
if mar1>1 and mar2>1 MARGATE = marl
if marl <.00 and mar2=.00 MARGATE = -9.
exec.

compute cohdate = 0.
if not missing (blcsby) cohdate =
blcsby*12+blcsbm.
if blcsbm<0 or blcsbm>12 cohdate =
blcsby*12 +6.
if bmastat = 2 and missing (blcsby) cohdate
= -9.
if bmastat = 2 and blcsby<.00 cohdate = -9.
exec.

compute parl = 0.
if mardate = .00 and cohdate = .00 parl =
.00.
if mardate = .00 and cohdate>1 parl =
cohdate,
if mardate>1 and cohdate=.00 parl =
mardate.
if mardate >1 and mardate<cohdate parl =
mardate.
if mardate>cohdate and cohdate>1 parl =
cohdate.
if mardate <.00 and cohdate = .00 parl =
mardate.
if mardate = .00 and cohdate <1 parl =
mardate.
if mardate <1and cohdate>1 parl = cohdate.
if mardate >1 and cohdate<1 parl =
mardate.
if mardate<.00 and cohdate<.00 parl =
mardate.
if mardate = .00 and cohdate<.00 parl =
cohdate.
exec.

compute premarr = 0.
if not missing (blmcby) premarr = blmcby
*12+blmcbm.
if blmcbm<0 or blmcbm>12 premarr =
blmcby*12+6.
if blmcby=-8 premarr=.00.
exec.

compute par2 = 0.
if parl = premarr par2 = parl.

if par1>1 and premarr = .00 par2 =parl
if par1>1 and premarr<.00 par2 = parl
if par1<1 and premarr>1 par2 = premarr.
if par1<.00 and premarr>1 par2 = premarr.
if premarr<par1 and premarr>1 par2 =
premarr.
if parl < premarr par2 = parl.
if par1<.00 and premarr<.00 par2=parl
exec.

compute par3=0. 
if par2>1 par3=par2.
if premarr<.00 and par2<.00 par3 = par2. 
if bmastat =1 and par2<.00 par3 = -9. 
if bmastat = 1 and par2 = .00 par3 = -9. 
if bmastat = 2 and par2<.00 par3 = -9. 
if bmastat = 2 and par2 = .00 par3 = -9. 
if bmastat = 3 and par2<.00 par3 = -9. 
if bmastat = 3 and par2 = .00 par3 = -9. 
exec.

compute cohpan = 0. 
ifcostat=2 cohpan = 93*12+6. 
if costat = 3 cohpan = 94*12 + 6. 
if costat =4 cohpan = 95*12 +6. 
if costat = 5 cohpan = 96*12 + 6. 
if costat =6 cohpan = 97*12 +6. 
if costat = 7 cohpan = 98*12 + 6. 
if costat =8 cohpan = 99*12 +6. 
if costat = 9 cohpan = 100*12 + 6. 
if costat = 10 cohpan = 101*12 + 6. 
if newcoh =2 cohpan = 93*12 +6. 
exec.

compute min= 0.
if par3 =cohpan min=par3.
if cohpan>1 and cohpan>par3 min= par3.
if cohpan>1 and cohpan<par3 min= cohpan.
if cohpan=.00 and par3>1 min= par3.
if par3=.00 and cohpan>1 min= cohpan.
if par3<.00 and cohpan>1 min= cohpan.
if par3<.00 and cohpan = .00 min = par3.
exec.

compute age16 = (doby-
1900+16)*12+dobm.
if dobm<0 or dobm>12 age16=(doby-
1900+12}*12=6.
if doby<0 age16=-9.
exec.

compute doi = 102*12+9. 
exec.

compute coh = trunc ((doby-1900)/10). 
exec.
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compute durm = mardate - age16.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =6 durm =
doi-age16.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat -2 durm =
doi-age16.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =5 durm =
doi-age16.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =0 durm =
doi-age16.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =1 durm =
-9,
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =3 durm =
-9.
if missing (mardate) and kmastat =4 durm =
-9.
if mardate = age16 durm = 2.
if doi=age16 durm = 2.
if mardate = .00 and kmastat <>1 durm =
doi-age16.
if age16<0durm =-9.
exec.

compute married = mardate <> .00 and not
missing (mardate).
exec.

compute durp = min - age16.
if missing (min) durp = doi-age16.
if age16=doi durp = 2.
if min=age16 durp = 2.
if min = .00 durp = doi-age16.
if age16<0 durp =-9.
exec.

compute partdate = min <> .00 and not
missing (min).
exec.

compute klrwght2=trunc(klrwght*100). 
Exec.

surv tables = durm by coh (5,7) by
sex(1,2)/plot (survival)
/int = thru 500 by 12/status = married(1).
exec.

surv tables = durp by coh (5,7) by
sex(1,2)/plot (survival)
/int = thru 600 by 12/status = partdate(1).
exec.

weight by klrwght2. 

save out = 'h:workingfile.sav'. 

missing values all (lo thru -1). 

select if durm>0 and durp>0.

select if race = 1. 
exec.
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